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Editorial 


Expectations  Cause  Difficulties 

The  established  church  has  somewhat  stubbornly  sur- 
vived centuries  of  change.  Of. late,  these  have  taken  the  form 
of  a  falling  away,  persecution,  and  anti-institutionalism. 
Rather  miraculously,  though,  it  continues  to  countenance 
something  which  is  far  more  debilitating  than  any  outside 
pressure:  it  is  the  inside  indifference  of  its  own  professed 
adherents. 

This  indifference  is  manifested  toward  the  church,  the 
layman,  and  the  minister.  While  many  can  state— without 
hesitation— what  they  expect  from  their  pastoral  family,  they 
fail  to  consider  what  might  be  expected  of  them.  Then  again, 
many  ministers  preach  "hot  and  heavy"  about  the  errors 
committed  by  the  members  of  their  congregations— and  their 
fellow  ministers— while  they  fail  to  examine  their  own  lives. 
Two  reasons  for  this  have  been  suggested:  Christians  point  out 
the  errors  committed  by  others  to  keep  people  from  examin- 
ing their  own  lives;  or,  they  have  not  adequately  prepared 
themselves  for  the  job  at  hand— they  do  not  know  how  to  lead 
people  or  to  live  committed  Christian  lives. 

The  seventies  provided  us  with  an  endless  list  of  "how-to" 
literature.  We  can  read  and  learn  how  to  be  a  Christian 
without  being  religious,  how  to  pray,  how  to  be  Christian 
parents,  how  to  be  a  Christian  in  show  business,  how  to  be  a 
Christian  wife  or  husband,  how  to  witness,  how  to  ...  .  The  list 
for  ministers  is  endless,  too;  he  can  discover  how  to  be  an  ef- 
fective administrator,  how  to  be  a  good  pastor,  how  to 
organize  his  church— life— family— family's  affairs,  how  to 
relate  to  young  people,  how  to  counsel,  how  not  to  counsel,  how 
to  ...  .  All  of  this  printed  material  could  easily  cause  one  to 
become  anxious  and  guilt-ridden,  while  he  wonders,  "Now 
what  else  am  I  doing  wrong?" 

The  time  has  come  for  the  "artificial  difference"  imposed 
upon  the  minister  and  his  family  to  be  put  aside.  They  need  to 
be  freed  from  the  many  man-made  notions  which  often  dictate 
who  they  are  and  what  they  should  or  should  not  do  in  virtually 
every  area  of  life.  It  is  also  time  for  the  ministerial  family  to 
apply  some  of  the  same  attitudes  they  have  been  trying  to 
teach  others. 

For  this  to  happen,  several  things  must  take  place.  We,  as 
Christians,  need  to  learn  to  accept  ourselves— our  own  human- 
ness,  our  own  needs,  our  own  strengths  and  weaknesses— at 
the  same  time  we  must  all  come  to  grips  with  our  own  impossi- 
ble expectations  of  ourselves.  We  must  acknowledge  our  own 
limitations  and  come  to  the  realization  that  we  will  never  be 
able  to  do  and  be  everything  that  is  expected  of  us.  (This  is 
particularly  applicable  to  those  in  full-time  Christian  ser- 
vice.) There  must  also  come  the  understanding  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  man's  expectations  and  God's.  They  are 
often  thousands  of  miles  apart. 

Once  we  all  come  to  understand  these  things,  we  will  be 
able  to  grasp  the  fact  that  while  laymen  and  pastors  have  dif- 
ferent functions  within  the  Body  of  Christ,  we  are  called  to  the 
same  behavior,  commitment  and  ministry.  (Or  at  least,  that  is 
what  the  Bible  says. ) 
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tEIje  ^Irusteea,  tfye  ^bministration, 
tlje  ^faculty  anb  %  JStubenta 
of  Jtotm!  ©line  College 
request  tt|e  Ijonor  of  your  presence  at 
tl]e  (franb  ©pentng  of 
College  JJCall 
(SoOernor  3)amea      ^Hunt,  3(r.,  speaker 
^aturbag,  tlje  seuentb,  of  January 
nineteen  Ijunbreb  anb  eigljtjj-four 
at  one  o'clock  in  tfye  afternoon 

College  |$fall 
JHount  ©Hue,  ^Jortb,  Carolina 


Campus  ©pen  JHouse  ^egms  10:00  A-Jt- 
(Suests  are  requesteb  to  be  aeateb  by  12:30  |I. 


1:00  p.m. 
2:45  p.m. 

IE  FREE  WELL  BAPTIST 


SCHEDULE  FOR  THE  DAY 

10:00  a.m.  College  Hall  and  Campus  Open  House— 

Tours  Begin 

11:00  a.m.-12:15  p.m.     Barbecue  and  Fried  Chicken  Lunch 

Available  in  Student  Center  on  New 
Campus  ($3.50  per  plate) 

Noon  College  Hall  Tours  End  Until  After  Pro- 

gram 

12:30  p.m.  Guests  are  Requested  to  be  Seated  in 

College  Hall.  Pre-program  Music 
Begins 

12:45  p.m.  Procession:  Trustees,  Ministers,  Faculty, 

Special  Guests  and  Governor  Hunt 
Program  in  College  Hall 
College  Hall  and  Campus  Tours  Resume 


COLLEGE  HALL— 
SOMETHING  EXTRAORDINARY!  I 


College  Hall  is  a  spirit— a  spirit  of  what  is 
going  on  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

"It  is  more  than  concrete,  steel  and  glass. 
It  is  the  embodiment  of  the  character  and  life 
of  the  College,"  says  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president.  "I  think  the  building  is  a  factor, 
along  with  the  four-year  program,  in  the  fact 
that  we  have  50%  more  applicants  this  year 
than  we  had  last  year  at  this  time.  It  is  the 
'yeast'  to  the  whole  development  of  the  College." 

The  building  can  be  seen.  What  isn't  visible 
are  the  things  that  go  along  with  it:  the 
academic  master  plan  being  developed;  the 
faculty  members  working  for  advanced 
degrees;  the  computer  laboratory;  the  2,000 
new  books  being  added  to  the  library  each 
year;  or  the  professional  training  the  admis- 
sions people  are  receiving. 

The  facility  was  designed  by  Hayes,  Howell 
and  Associates,  one  of  the  leading  architectural 
firms  of  North  Carolina  and  constructed  by 
T.  A.  Loving  Company,  one  of  the  most 
respected  contractors  in  the  state.  The  building 
is  one  that  the  College  will  be  proud  of  and  one 
that  the  public  will  respect. 

"College  Hall  will  give  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  a  building  it  can  identify  with.  The 
use  of  this  facility  by  the  Church  will  help  it 
build  confidence  in  the  future,"  says  Dr. 
Raper.  "It  is  the  kind  of  building  that  lifts  your 
spirits.  It  impresses  you  when  you  see  it  and  in- 
spires you  when  you  enter  it." 

The  facility  is  believed  to  be  the  best  sports 
arena  with  the  largest  seating  capacity  of  any 
building  within  50  miles  of  the  campus.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  complete  physical  education 
facilities  of  any  small  college. 

The  multi-faceted  building  will  serve  the 
students,  the  church,  the  community  and  the 
whole  region.  It  will  bring  thousands  of  people 
to  the  campus.  In  March  the  Foreign  Missions 
Board  will  hold  a  conference  at  College  Hall. 
The  State  Youth  Convention,  the  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  and  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  have  already 
scheduled  their  1984  annual  meetings  on  cam- 
pus. Also,  the  Wayne  County  dinner  for  the  col- 
lege will  probably  be  held  in  College  Hall  in 
1984. 

The  facility  that  will  mean  so  much  to  so 
many  people  was  attained  by  careful  planning 
and  firm  commitment.  That  commitment 
began  more  than  five  years  ago  when  the  gift 
support  campaign  was  started. 


The  groundbreaking  took  place  August  29,  \ 
1982.  The  actual  construction  on  College  Hall 
began  on  October  20,  1982.  Ministerial  students 
who  participate  in  the  work  study  program  at 
the  College  were  hired  by  the  contractor  durin, 
those  early  weeks. 

"The  contractor,  T.  A.  Loving,  needed  ex- 
tra help.  Work  was  slack  here  at  the  College,  s 
we  went  over  to  the  construction  site  for  a  few! 
weeks,"  remembered  Steve  Starnes,  a  youth 
minister  at  Stoney  Creek  Church.  "I  remembe 
the  regular  construction  workers  saying  that  w 
wouldn't  be  back  after  the  first  day  because  tn 
work  was  so  hard." 

Starnes,  Roger  Heath,  who  is  a  ministry  in 
tern  at  Pine  Level  Church,  and  Cecil  Black-  I 
mon,  pastor  of  Long  Ridge  Church,  did  go  bad* 
and  finished  what  they  set  out  to  do.  They 
helped  prepare  the  foundation  by  digging  holes 
six  feet  deep  and  10-12  feet  wide,  with  shovels, 
for  the  cement  and  reinforced  steel  that  would 
rest  upon  509  piles,  each  40  feet  deep. 

"I  was  so  sore  that  first  day  I  could  hardll 
move,"  said  Heath.  The  soreness  left  after  th! 
first  few  days  and  the  men  began  to  enjoy  the  ! 
work.  They  felt  they  were  a  part  of  College  f 
Hall. 

"I'm  glad  I  could  be  here  and  watch  from) 
start  to  finish,"  said  Starnes.  "As  a  Free  Will  1 
Baptist  minister,  College  Hall  is  important  to  1 
me." 

"I'm  kind  of  proud  of  the  building,"  added 
Blackmon.  "To  me  it  was  a  pleasure.  We  were' 
contributing  to  the  future  of  Mount  Olive  Col-  \ 
lege,  the  people  of  our  church  and  future 
generations  in  eastern  North  Carolina." 

Mac  Yates,  project  superintendent  for  T.  J 
Loving  Company,  supervised  the  construction.' 
Yates  directed  the  multitude  of  sub-contracts  j 
from  electricians  to  the  soil  treatment  for  ter- 1 
mites.  He  also  solved  all  of  the  problems. 
"When  the  hot  water  tank  arrived  we  had  to 
take  a  wall  down  to  get  it  inside,"  said  Yates.  ' 
"That  tank  holds  1980  gallons  of  water." 

Work  on  College  Hall  was  completed 
several  months  ahead  of  schedule.  Yates  feels 
that  the  atmosphere  of  cooperation  and 
helpfulness  contributed  to  that  success. 

"The  greatest  thing  I  enjoyed  was  the  goo 
working  relationship  between  the  College,  the  I 
architect,  the  mechanical  engineer  and  the  coil 
tractor.  The  whole  key  to  construction  work  is 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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HE  HONORABLE  JAMES  B. 
HUNT  JR.,  GOVERNOR  OF 
THE  STATE  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 


THE  GRAND  OPENING  CONVOCATION 


Govenor  Hunt  will  be  the  featured 
oeaker  during  the  Grand  Opening 
eremonies  at  College  Hall  on 
muary  7,  198^. 

LUNCH  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE  ON  JANUARY  7 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who 
rrive  early,  we  have  arranged 
nth.  Wilber's  of  Goldsboro  for  a 
Yied  Chicken  and  Barbecue 
combination)  lunch  to  be 
erved  from  11  a.m. -12: 15  p.m. 
l  the  Student  Center  (a  red 
rick  building  located  behind 
Lodgers  Chapel).  The  cost  will 
e  $3.50,  tax  and  beverage  in- 
luded. 

In  order  for  us  to  have  an 
stimate  of  the  number  for 
fhom  to  prepare,  we  ask  each 
astor  (or  person  whom  he 
esignates)  to  advise  us  by 
oon  Friday,  January  6,  the  an- 
cipated  number  from  his 
hurch  who  wish  to  have  lunch 
t  the  College. 

Please  write  or  call,  Mrs. 
ean  Ackiss  (919/658-2502), 
Eount  Olive  College,  Mount 
live,  North  Carolina  28365. 

A  SPECIAL  WORD 
TO  MINISTERS 

Procession:  All  ministers,  or- 
ained  or  licensed,  are  invited 
3  be  in  the  procession  with  the 
lount  Olive  College  Trustees, 
'acuity,  and  Governor  Hunt. 
rou  are  kindly  requested  to 
ssemble  in  Rodgers  Chapel  by 
2:30  p.m. 

"HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


COLLEGE  HALL 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  Presiding 

Prelude  ( 12 : 30  p.m. )         North  Carolina  Symphony  Brass  Quintet 

Procession  (12:45) 

Trumpet  Voluntary  in  D  Major  Clarke 
Trumpet  Voluntary  Stanley 
Rondeau  Mouret 

Order  of  Processional 

The  Faculty  and  Administration  (In  order  of  seniority) 
The  Ministers  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
The  Trustees 
President's  Party 

Presentation  of  Colors  (1:00  p.m.)        Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 

Base  Color  Guard 

National  Anthem 
Scripture  Sentence 

Invocation  Chaplain  (Lt.  Col.)  John B.  Narron, 

Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base 
Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  Carolyn  M.  Knox,  Director 
Greetings  James  B.  Hunt  Sr. ,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

Mount  Olive  College  Purpose  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

Alma  Mater 

Recognition  of  Special  Friends      S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Chairman, 

Trustee  Development  Committee 
Presentation  of  the  Building    William  P.  Franklin,  Vice  President, 

T.  A.  Loving  Company 

Acceptance  James  A.  Coats,  Vice  President  for  Finance 

Responses 

The  Board  of  Trustees  L.  Marvin  Edwards  Jr. , 

Chairman,  Finance  Committee 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  The  Rev.  Gary  M.  Bailey, 

President,  State  Convention 
The  Faculty  Robert  T.  McEvoy, 

Athletic  Director 

The  Students  Earl  W.  Worley  Jr. , 

President,  Student  Government  Association 
The  Community  Byron  E .  Bryan 

Mount  Olive  College  Singers  Irene  S.  Patten,  Director 

Introduction  of  the  Governor      Charles  O.  Whitley,  Congressman, 

North  Carolina  Third  District 
Address  The  Honorable  James  B.  Hunt  Jr. , 

Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
Hymn:  "God  of  Our  Fathers" 

Benediction  The  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes, 

President,  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association 

Recessional 

Music  Postlude  North  Carolina  Symphony  Brass  Quintet 

YOUR  CHAIR  IN  COLLEGE  HALL  IS  HERE 

The  chairs  for  College  Hall  arrived  in  a  railroad  boxcar 
Christmas  weekend.  Their  first  use  will  be  at  the  Grand  Opening  on 
January  7.  During  the  week  of  December  15-21,  contributions  were 
received  for  forty-five  (45)  chairs  in  the  amount  of  $2,250. 

Update  Through  December  21 

Chairs  Needed  800  ($50  each)  $40,000 

Gifts  to  Date  196  9,800 

Balance  604  $30,200 

A  total  of  800  chairs  is  needed  for  use  at  conventions,  con- 
ferences and  other  church-related  events.  These  chairs,  along  with 

(Turn  the  Page) 


1,250  bleacher  seats,  will  provide  seating  capacity  of  more  than 
2,000  people  on  the  main  floor.  Several  hundred  others  can  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  balcony  which  circles  the  arena.  We  hope  all  of 
these  seats  will  be  filled  on  January  7. 

Chairs  may  be  contributed  by  churches,  Sunday  schools, 
Woman's  Auxiliaries,  Layman's  Leagues,  Sunday  school  classes, 
families  or  individuals.  The  chairs  may  also  be  in  honor  (living)  or 
in  memory  (deceased)  of  persons  chosen  by  the  donor. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  who  cannot  mail  their  gifts  in  ad- 
vance, our  Gift  Records  Secretary,  Mrs.  JoAnn  Pennington,  will 
have  an  office  set  up  in  College  Hall,  on  January  7. 

Concurrent  with  the  campaign  to  raise  gifts  from  Free  Will 
Baptists  for  the  chairs,  a  drive  is  underway  in  the  Mount  Olive  area 
to  obtain  gifts  for  the  bleachers. 

A  chart  of  the  donors  will  be  placed  in  the  lobby  of  College  Hall 
to  recognize  those  who  make  gifts  for  seating  as  well  as  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  building. 

196  Chairs  Through  December  21 


Number 


Donors 

oi  Chairs 

Amount 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville  (Pitt) 

Z 

$  100 

Tn  T — 1 1  \  .1  ( \       r  \  f   I  ^  ,  ■      ri  »-i  i  J    AT  » ■  (-      XKI      l?i  (     Iz  1 1 1  til    I?  ')  ,"\  £J  >  ' 
111  riLMlUI    UL  LJ I  .   CLILU  IVlIO.    VV  .    DUI  Kcllc  IvcLJLICI 

± 

50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Strickland,  Middlesex 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 

1 

50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Strickland,  Middlesex 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bright,  Bladenboro 

A 
i 

zUU 

Chaplain  Lt.  Col.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Narron,  Goldsboro 

o 
z 

1UU 

Friendship  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Middlesex 

4 

200 

Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner,  Ahoskie 

1 

50 

In  Honor  of  Chester  H.  Pelt 

1 

50 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  C.  Pelt,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  James  B.  Pelt 

1 

ou 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Pelt,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Bobby  Peede 

1 

OU 

By  Mrs.  Ruth  Peede,  Lucama 

In  Memory  of  Livie  T.  Holland 

1 

50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Tyndall,  Autryville 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  Felton  Godwin 

1 

50 

By  the  Roy  McLamb  Family,  Newton  Grove 

In  Honor  of  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper 

1 

50 

By  Sara  M.  Willoughby,  Ahoskie 

In  Memory  of  Oscar  E.  Willoughby 

1 

50 

By  Mrs.  Oscar  E.  Willoughby,  Ahoskie 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 

o 
Z 

1  nn 

Mrs.  Bertha  L.  Morris,  Fremont 

1 

50 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  N.  Brown,  Newport  News,  VA 

4 

200 

Marsh  Swamp  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Wilson 

1 

50 

In  Honor  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

1 

50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  W.  Ackiss,  Goldsboro 

In  Honor  of  J.  P.  Watson 

1 

50 

By  the  J.  P.  Watson  Sunday  School  Class 

of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Graham  Faucette 

3 

150 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Ruby  Narron 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Wilson 

By  the  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  of 

Saint  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 

In  Memory  of  Ransome  Aldridge 

1 

50 

By  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Aldridge,  Snow  Hill 

Sound  View  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Newport 

1 

50 

In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  J.  Dail 

1 

50 

By  Mr.  Jolly  Dail,  Winterville 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patrick,  Winterville 

2 

100 

Circle  Number  3  of  Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama 

1 

50 

Rains  Cross  Roads  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Kenly 

2 

100 

In  Memory  of  Laura  Watson 

1 

50 

By  J.  P.  Watson,  Kenly 

Bethany  Church,  Winterville 

1 

50 

Totals  (December  15  through  21) 

45 

$2,250 

COLLEGE  HALL 
GROUNDBREAKING  \ 


Over  1,000  friends  of  the  Col, 
lege  attended  the  groundbreakj 
ing  ceremony  on  August  28 
1982.  Participating  in  the  actua 
"groundbreaking"  were:  Dr 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
W.  P.  Kemp,  community  re, 
presentative ;  James  B.  Hunj 
Sr.,  chairman  of  the  Board  o 
Trustees;  David  Charles 
Hansley,  then  president  of  th< 
Free  Will  Baptist  State  Conven 
tion;  and  Joe  Jones,  studen 
representative. 

The  building  was  the  larges 
construction  project  in  th« 
history  of  the  College.  Now  tha' 
it  is  finished,  a  sense  of  pride  U 
felt  by  everyone  on  campus. 

"People  can  look  at  tht 
building  and  see  something  ex 
traordinary  in  it,"  says  Dr 
Raper.  "College  Hall  is  an  out- 
ward and  visible  sign  of  an  in- 
ner vitality  of  the  educational 
excellence  being  developed  at 
Mount  Olive  College." 
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COLLEGE  HALL  CHANGES 

The  summer  of  1983  found  College  Hall  look- 
ng  like  an  empty  shell.  There  was  so  much  more 
;o  be  done.  By  October  25,  the  floors  were  being 
aid  and  the  building  had  the  look  of  something 
special. 

The  evening  of  the  Wayne  County  dinner 
nany  visitors  had  the  opportunity  to  see  the 
ihanges  taking  place.  These  members  of  Stoney 
Dreek  Church  were  interested  in  the  Metal 
3alide  lights  over  the  gym  floor.  There  are  38 
ights  which  burn  brighter  the  longer  they  are  on 
ind  are  very  economical  to  use.  Metal  Halide 
ights  take  less  current  to  make  them  work.  Pic- 
ured  are  (1-r)  C.  Darrell  Horne,  Gordon  Mo- 
;ingo,  local  church  chairman  for  Stoney  Creek 
I!hurch,  and  Delbert  Scott. 


m 

r:  - 

"*>JK* 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  THE  PURCHASE 
OF  BLEACHER  SEATS 
OR  CONVENTION  CHAIRS 

The  interior  of  College  Hall  glows  for  the  kick-off  of  the 
Bleacher  Seat  Campaign.  Bleacher  seats  are  available  for  $100 
each. 

Elwood  Goodson,  president  of  the  Wayne  Home  Improvement 
Company,  presented  the  first  check  to  M.  Henry  Garrity,  vice 
president  for  development.  Five  bleacher  seats  were  purchased. 
Campaigners  from  the  community,  Eva  and  Delano  R.  Hill,  review 
the  campaign  literature. 

Students  at  Mount  Olive  College  will  also  have  the  opportunity 
to  sell  bleacher  seats  and  also  to  sell  convention  chairs.  The  College 
announced  that  $1,000  in  scholarships  will  be  awarded  in  a  student 
contest. 

One  $300  scholarship  will  go  to  the  student  who  sells  the  most 
bleacher  seats  and/or  convention  chairs.  Two  $100  scholarships 
will  go  to  the  runners-up.  Another  $300  scholarship  will  go  to  the  stu- 
dent who  raises  the  most  money.  Two  $100  scholarships  will  go  to 
the  runners-up.  Scholarship  money  may  be  applied  to  tuition,  used 
to  reduce  a  loan  or  used  to  reduce  work  study  hours.  The  student 
contest  applies  from  December  22  to  January  19. 


rHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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The  Student  Government  Association  of  Mount  Olive  College 
has  pledged  themselves  to  a  fund  raising  project  during  the  spring 
semester.  The  SGA  has  pledged  to  purchase  10  seats  in  College  Hall 
for  a  total  of  $1,000.  The  pledge  is  to  be  honored  on  or  before  May  11. 
Four  seats  are  to  honor  the  1983-84  Women's  Dorm  Council  and 
three  seats  are  to  honor  the  1983-84  Men's  Dorm  Council. 

With  the  church,  the  students  and  the  community  pulling 
together,  the  campaigns  to  sell  bleacher  seats  and  convention 
chairs  should  be  most  successful! 

COLLEGE  HALL  LANDSCAPING  SET 


Planning  the  final  stages  of  the  landscaping  around  College  Hall  are  (front  row 
l-r)  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.,  Goldsboro;  Professor  Lorelle  Martin,  committee  chairman; 
Rose  M.  Raper,  Mount  Olive;  Gary  Barefoot,  college  librarian,  (back  row  l-r) 
James  Coats,  VP  for  Finance;  W.  P.  Kemp  Jr.,  Goldsboro;  and  Robert  Martin,  col- 
lege buildings  and  grounds  supervisor. 

Landscaping  has  begun  around  College  Hall,  the  $3  million 
athletic-convention  center  on  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus. 

Lewis  Clarke  Associates  of  Raleigh  designed  the  landscape  ar- 
chitecture plans  for  the  College.  During  several  meetings,  the  Cam- 
pus Beautification  Committee  discussed  and  reviewed  the  land- 
scaping plans.  The  committee  members  decided  that  the  planting 
around  College  Hall  could  begin  immediately. 

We  will  plant  different  kinds  of  plants  at  the  four  corners  of  Col- 
lege Hall.  These  plants  will  be  suitable  to  that  particular  environ- 
ment," said  Professor  Lorelle  Martin,  chairman  of  the  committee. 
"We  feel  that  Liriope,  Abelia,  Acuba,  Camellia  and  Indian 
Hawthorne  will  do  best  in  these  areas. 

"Plans  also  include  a  mixture  of  Azaleas  at  the  entrance  of  Col- 
lege Hall  to  achieve  long  lasting  color,"  added  Professor  Martin. 

When  the  final  landscaping  is  completed  a  mixture  of  plants 
and  trees  will  enhance  the  entire  area.  Wax  Myrtle,  Flowering 
Pear,  Juniper,  Magnolia,  Willow  Oak,  Deodora  Cedar,  River  Birch 
and  Creeping  Cotoneaster  combined  with  the  attractive  College 
Hall  building  will  make  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus  a  visual 
treat. 

Committee  members  serving  with  Professor  Martin  are  Gary 
F.  Barefoot,  Nathan  Hinkle,  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.,  W.  P.  Kemp  Jr.,  Rose 
M.  Raper,  Edna  M.  Scarborough,  William  M.  Mc  La  whom,  James 
Coats,  M.  Hank  Garrity  and  Robert  Martin. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 

8 


CRAGMONT 
ASSEMBLY 

NOVEMBER  1983 
RECEIPTS 
Central  Conference 
Friendship  $ 
Howell  Swamp 
Rose  Hill  Sunday  School 
Reedy  Branch 
Second  Union 
Aspen  Grove 
Harrell's  Chapel 
King's  Cross  Roads 
Spring  Branch 
Willing  Workers 
Hull  Road 

Friendship  (Walstonburg) 
Edgewood 
Central  Conference 


30.0C 
100.0C 
50.0C 
21.0C 
12.54 
36.5C 
36.50 
720.5C 
350.(X)j 
20.00 
200.00 
25.00 
90.00 
250.00 


Total 

$1,942.04 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

Catalpa  Mission 

$ 

10.00 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

150.00 

Saint  Paul 

50.00 

Cape  Fear  Youth 

100.00 

Powhatan 

200.00 

Total 

$ 

510.00 

Eastern  Conference 

Holly  Springs 

$ 

250.0C 

Fifth  Eastern 

Sunday  School  Convention 

10.0C 

White  Oak  Grove 

100.0C 

Pilgrims  Rest 

5.0C 

Third  District 

Sunday  School  Convention 

20.00 

Trent 

65.0G 

Warsaw,  First 

50.0C 

Total 

$ 

500.00 

Western  Conference 

Mount  Zion  (Nashville) 

$ 

75.00 

Ladd/ Smith  Bible  Class 

Sherron  Acres 

200.001 

Currie  Bible  Class 

Sherron  Acres 
Little  Rock 
Friendship 
Wilson,  First 
Milbournie 
Pleasant  Hill 
Sherron  Acres 
St.  Mary's 

Thurman  West  Class 

St.  Mary's 
Union  Grove 
Watson's  Grove 

Total 
Others 

North  Carolina 

Woman's  Auxiliary 
Celia  Hart  Garris 

Ladies  Auxiliary 
First,  St.  Cloud,  Florida 
Adult  Bible  Class 
Cragmont  Club 
Conference  and  Retreat 
Miscellaneous 
Store 

Total 

Grand  Total 


125.00} 
44.50 
44.50 
500.00 
37.50* 
100.001 
175.00^ 
250.001 


63.92 
25.00 
50.00 


$  1,690.42 


$  6,815.1' 

15.(K 
5.0( 
50.(X 
1,471.(K 
4,888.3! 

293.71 
1,648.8! 
$15,187.4* 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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[News  81  Notes 


n  Old  Fashioned 


hanks  giving  at  Faith  Church 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
r'aith  Church  of  Leland  had  an 
ild  fashioned  Thanksgiving. 
?he  ladies  dressed  up  in 
tilgrim  dresses.  Then  the 
adies  put  on  a  Thanksgiving 
>rogram.  The  event  took  place 
>n  November  23  at  7:30  p.m. 

After  the  program  everyone 
vent  downstairs  for  a 
?hanksgiving  dinner.  The 
>astor  also  had  a  surprise 
)irthday  party  along  with  the 
rhanksgiving  dinner. 

The  men  also  dressed  in 
eans.  There  was  a  wonderful 
ime  of  fellowshiping. 

leavenbound  to  Perform 

The  gospel  group,  Heaven- 
>ound,  will  perform  at  Sidney 
Church  on  Friday,  January  6. 
[*he  time  of  the  services  is  7:30 
).m. 


The  highly  successful  group 
has  produced  such  hits  as  "I 
Know  My  God  Can  Do  It,"  "We 
Are  Those  Children,"  and  the 
1982  song  of  the  year  in  gospel 
music ,  ' '  Cannonland  Is  Just  in 
Sight." 

The  members,  Jeff  Gibson, 
Allen  Ham,  Ken  Eubanks,  and 
Lawrence  Taylor,  hail  from  the 
Kinston  area. 

Sidney  Church  is  located  just 
off  Highway  92,  6  miles  west  of 
Belhaven.  The  church  extends 
a  very  special  welcome  to 
everyone  to  enjoy  spirit-filled 
gospel  music. 

Cape  Fear  Youth 
Fellowship  Review 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally 
met  at  the  First  Church  of 
Goldsboro,  on  December  3, 
1983.  Both  attendance  banners 
were  given  to  Shady  Grove  with 
24  youth  and  27  overall.  There 
were  184  people  present  at  the 
rally. 

Mrs.  Edna  Fowler  held  the 
installation  of  officers  for  1984. 

Each  church  should  hold 
its  local  talent  show  in 
January.  The  winners  from 
each  church  will  be  in  the  Cape 
Fear  Youth  Rally  talent  show 
in  February. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Faith  Church,  near  Four 
Oaks,  January  7,  1984,  at  7:30 
p.m. 


PRINCETON  MISSION 
DOING  WELL 

The  Cape  Fear  Missions 
Board  is  very  proud  to  an- 
nounce that  the  Princeton  Mis- 
sion has  begun,  and  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Floyd  Smith,  is  very 
excited  about  the  new  work 
there.  It  currently  is  averaging 
approximately  12  people  each 
Sunday. 

The  Princeton  Mission  will  be 
holding  a  revival  on  January 
9-13  with  the  Rev.  T.  C.  Farmer 
as  the  evangelist.  Everyone  is 
cordially  invited  to  these  ser- 
vices, at  which  Mr.  Smith  will 
be  formally  installed  as  the 
missionary  for  the  work  at 
Princeton.  The  installation  will 
be  carried  out  during  the  eve- 
ning worship  service  on  Friday 
night. 

The  Princeton  Mission  is  sup- 
ported by  the  State  Home  Mis- 
sions Board;  therefore,  any 
money  to  help  this  work  should 
be  earmarked  Princeton  Mis- 
sion. Money  can  be  sent  to 
either  the  Home  Missions 
Board  or  to  Mr.  H.  T.  Hinson, 
secretary  of  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference. 

With  the  mission  just  under 
way,  it  needs  prayers,  money 
and  time  of  the  people.  The 
Cape  Fear  Missions  Board  is 
asking  that  everyone  help  this 
mission  work. 

The  Cape  F§ar  Missions 
Board  has  two  new  members 
this  year,  the  Revs.  Dean  Ken- 
nedy and  Ted  Bryant.  The 
board  is  excited  about  this  work 
and  hope  that  many  souls  will 
be  added  to  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  that  other  missions  can  be 
started  in  the  near  future. 


NOTICE 

The  Eastern  Conference 
Ordaining  Council  will  meet 
January  9,  1984,  at  Bridgeton 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Bridgeton,  at  10  a.m.  Anyone 
having  business  with  the  coun- 
cil is  asked  to  come  at  this  time. 

Francis  Garner,  Secretary 
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Children's  Home 


WOODMEN  OF  THE  WORLD  PARTY 


The  Foster  children  really  know  how  to  get  "close  to  Santa's  heart!" 
The  Woodmen  of  the  World  Christmas  party  is  an  event  that  the 
youth  and  staff  of  the  Children's  Home  look  forward  to  each  year 
during  the  Christmas  season.  Again,  this  Christmas,  the  Woodmen 
have  brought  excitement  and  happiness  to  the  Home  in  a  warm 
spirit  of  sharing.  What  did  they  share  .  .  .?  They  shared  toys  and 
gifts  for  the  youth  and  children  to  enjoy,  each  chosen  specially  with 
the  particular  needs  of  each  child  in  mind.  They  shared  cash  gifts  to 
be  used  by  each  child  at  his  or  her  own  holiday  discretion.  But  of  all 
that  was  given,  the  best  gift  was  the  gift  of  themselves  .  .  .  their 
time,  their  genuine  concern,  and  their  pleasure  in  being  with  the 
children. 

There  was  someone  else  who  had  a  similar  attitude.  He  gave 
his  time  (about  thirty-three  years)  .  .  .  His  genuine  concern  (as 
displayed  overlooking  Jerusalem  and  at  Gethsemane)  .  .  .  and  ex- 
pressed His  pleasure  in  being  with  His  children  (John  1:11,  12). 
What  is  Christmas  really  all  about  anyway? 


Canteen  assistants  prepare  for  ac- 
tivities in  the  canteen. 
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A  little  "clowning  around"  at  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  Christmas  pan 
ty. 


Children  at  play. 


The  tension  mounts  in  an  aggressive 
game  of  football. 

ACTIVmES,  ETC. 

Winter  time  never  seems  tc| 
slow  down  our  children.  Even 
on  the  worst  of  days,  there  is 
always  something  to  do.  Ouii 
campus  canteen  is  used  year 
around,  but  winter  time  brings; 
boisterous  games  of  football,! 
air  hockey  and  other  table 
games.  There  is  something  fori 
everyone.  Even  with  modern! 
heating  facilities,  the  fireplace! 
always  provides  a  cozy  meeting1 
place.  It  provides  the  right 
relaxing  atmosphere  for  school; 
gossip  and  sharing  past  fun  ex-1 
periences.  Not  all  days  warrant 
inside  activities,  so  progressive 
games  of  basketball  and  touch 
football  are  a  favorite  pastime. 
After  a  hearty  game  the 
children  enjoy  a  refreshing! 
snack  or  a  meal.  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Children's  Home  is  always 
alive  with  the  sounds  of  active 
happy  children. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SCENES  FROM  THE  COMMUNITY  CHRISTMAS  SERVICE 


Our  children  sing  of  that  wonderful  night  .  .  . 


One  of  our  most  recent  proj- 
scts  on  campus  was  the  opening 
>f  Parker  House  for  our  In- 
lependent  Living  Program. 
i\nir  girls,  from  15  to  19  years 
•Id,  with  a  supervisor,  will  be 
esiding  in  the  lovely  home, 
^he  girls  were  excited  and  anx- 
ous  to  accept  their  new 
hallenges. 

We  are  always  striving  to 
iuild  a  quality  Child  Care  Pro- 
jam.  Through  your  prayers 
,nd  support  we  are  able  to  con- 
inue  extending  the  open  arms 
if  Jesus  to  our  children. 


PLEASANT  GROVE  YFA 
VISITS  CAMPUS 


Pleasant  Grove  YFA 


On  December  11,  1983, 
^emuel  and  Glenda  Hood, 
eaders  of  the  YFA  at  Pleasant 
Jrove  Church,  Wayne  County, 
ind  members  of  the  YFA 
risited  and  toured  the 
Children's  Home.  They 
•resented  the  Executive  Direc- 
or,  Bobby  R.  Taylor,  with 
hree  checks  for  the  Home ;  one 
or  $1,150,  the  church's 
thanksgiving  offering,  $50 
rom  the  C.  S.  Hinnant  Sunday 
chool  class,  and  $50  raised  by 
he  YFA.  After  the  tour,  they 
njoyed  refreshments  and 
ellowship.  We  thank  them  for 
heir  interest  in  the  ministry  of 
Child  Care. 

IHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Our  community  Christmas  service 
was  preceded  by  a  delicious  meal  from 
Parker's  Barbecue. 


Children  .  .  .  bright  candles  in  a  dark 
world. 


1977  PLYMOUTH  DONATED 


Recently  Mr.  Willie  Bundy,  who  attends  Saints  Delight  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Bridge  ton,  North  Carolina,  donated  to  the 
Children's  Home  a  1977  Plymouth.  We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Bundy  for  his  gift.  Mr.  Bundy 
is  owner  and  operator  of  Willie  Bundy  Plumbing  Company  of  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina.  The  Rev.  Noah  Brown  is  pastor  of  Saints 
Delight  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
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Foreign  Missions! 


DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  THE  PHILIPPINES 


Palawan  Bible  Institute  sets  aside  one  day  each  trimester  for  a 
day  of  prayer.  So  on  October  26,  1983,  all  classes  were  suspended 
and  the  day  was  given  to  prayer  and  worship  by  the  faculty,  staff 
and  student  body. 

The  direct  commands  in  Scripture  and  the  current  events  here 
led  us  to  designate  the  theme  for  the  day  as  "Day  of  Prayer  for  the 
Philippines. ' '  The  theme  verse  for  the  day  was  2  Chronicles  7 : 14 :  7/ 
my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble  themselves, 
and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways;  then 
I  will  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal 
their  land.  Prayer  was  concentrated  upon  three  main  areas  of  need 
as  seen  in  the  following  prayer  agenda  that  was  used. 

♦PRAYER  NEEDS* 

I.  The  LOST  people  of  the  Philippines  (Psalm  2:8). 

1.  Those  who  have  never  heard  of  Jesus. 

2.  Those  who  have  never  received  Jesus  as  Saviour  and  Lord. 

3.  Those  who  are  living  in  bondage  to  superstition  and  fear. 

4.  Those  who  are  deceived  by  the  cults  and  false  teachers. 

5.  Those  who  have  come  to  Christ  but  have  turned  back. 

II.  The    LABORERS    to   work   in   the    harvest   of   the  Philippines 
(Matthew  9:37,  38). 

1.  Pastors 

2.  Bible  Women 

3.  Evangelists 

4.  Missionaries 

5.  Bible  institutes,  colleges  and  seminaries  to  train  these  workers. 
III.  The  LEADERS  of  the  Philippines  (1  Timothy  2:1,  2:  Romans  13:1,  2). 

1.  The  President  and  the  First  Family 

2.  The  Opposition  Leaders 

3.  All  Government  Officials 

4.  All  Evangelical  Church  Leaders 
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There  was  also  plannec 
special  singing  and  two  specia 
speakers  for  the  day.  As  wt 
spent  the  day  with  the  Lord  ii 
worship  and  prayer,  our  heart; 
were  blessed  and  encouraged 
We  know  God  is  in  control  an<j 
that  He  does  all  things  well. 

These  things  are  shareq 
with  you  as  current  news.  Buj 
more  important,  they  ar<i 
shared  to  encourage,  ask  am; 
even  plead  with  you  as  a  chile] 
of  God  to  follow  the  abov<i 
prayer  agenda  in  praying  foi| 
God's  ministry  here  among  thf: 
Filipino  people.  We  must  worl| 
while  it  is  yet  day  in  the  Philipj 
pines,  for  the  night  is  coming 
when  no  man  shall  work  (Johij 
9:4). 

Thank  you  in  advance  foi| 
your  faithfulness  in  praying 
and  may  God  richly  bless  you.j 

Serving  Christ| 
The  Baker  Family 
Fred,  Lindej 
Kim  and  Steviif 


YOUTH  NEEDED  FOR 
SUMMER  MINISTRY 

The  Home  Missions  Depart 
ment  needs  four  young  peopl 
over  18  years  of  age  to  d 
volunteer  work  with  thij 
H'mong  people  in  California 
this  summer. 

These  must  be  dedicate* 
youth  who  desire  to  share  i 
strong  faith  in  Christ  with  the] 
young  people  of  the  H'mong. 

If  interested  please  contacj 
the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  P.  0 
Box  38,  Ayden,  North  Caroling 
28513;  or  phone  746-4963. 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
ORDAINING  COUNCIL 
TO  MEET 

The  Ordaining  Council  of  th( 
Central  Conference  will  meet  a 
10  a.m.  on  January  9,  1984,  a 
First  Church,  Greenville 
Anyone  wishing  to  meet  witt 
the  Council,  should  call  tht 
Rev.  Harry  Grubbs  at  756-8585 
or  756-6600  for  an  appointment. 

Harry  Grubbi 
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Sunday  School  LessorJ 

Tor  January  8 

SONG  OF  THE  VINEYARD 

wesson  Text:  Isaiah  5:1-7 
Memory  Verse:  Jeremiah  2:21 

No  prophet  has  spoken  more  clearly  about 
he  grace  of  God  than  Isaiah.  We  had  an  example 
n  our  last  lesson:  "Though  your  sins  be  as 
icarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow"  (1:18). 
[Tie  evildoers  would  not  cleanse  themselves 
nerely  by  shaping  up  and  cleaning  up  their  act. 
^eansing  would  come  through  God's  mercy, 
lowever,  even  this  could  be  rejected.  "If  ye  be 
villing  and  obedient* '  ( 1 : 19 )  —that  was  the  condi- 
ion. 

It  is  through  grace  that  the  transforming 
>ower  of  God  is  offered,  and  through  faith  salva- 
ion  is  wrought  (Ephesians  2:8).  This  is  true  for 
hose  who  accept  God's  gracious  offer.  The 
>eneficiary  is  not  the  innocent,  not  one  who  has 
nerited  salvation.  Rather,  it  is  the  undeserving, 
he  sinner,  to  whom  the  grace  of  God  is  extended. 
\nd  the  invitation  goes  out  to  all:  "Come  .  .  . 
vhosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life 
reely"  (Revelation  22:17). 

But  this  act  of  grace,  this  salvation  freely 
jiven,  is  not  complete  unless  it  results  in  works 
>f  righteousness.  James  appropriately  asks, 
'What  doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a  man 
;ay  he  hath  faith,  and  have  not  works?  can  faith 
only]  save  him?  .  .  .  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is 
lead,  being  alone"  (James  2: 14, 17).  Paul  makes 
lear  that  salvation  is  not  a  reward  for  work  done 
Ephesians  2:8,  9).  Yet  he  hastens  to  add,  "We 
ire  God's  handiwork,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  to 
levote  ourselves  to  the  good  deeds  for  which  God 
tas  designed  us"  (v.  10,  The  New  English  Bible). 

In  today's  text  Isaiah  uses  the  figure  of  a 
ineyard  to  describe  Judah's  relationship  to 
Jod.  Grapevines  are  not  merely  ornamental; 
hey  are  for  fruit-bearing.  As  we  shall  see,  God 
Doked  for  the  fruit  of  good  works  in  Judah  and 
/as  disappointed.  What  does  He  see  when  He 
Doks  at  us?  This  is  the  essence  of  today's  lesson 
rom  God's  Word. 

Isaiah  is  in  the  forefront  of  those  who 
ecognize  the  mercy  of  God.  At  the  same  time,  no 
ne  is  more  vehement  than  he  in  giving  warning 
f  what  will  happen  when  people  despise  that 
tiercy.  God  desires  to  bless,  but  those  who  spurn 
lis  grace,  mock  at  repentance,  and  persist  in 
heir  own  wickedness,  cannot  do  so  with  impuni- 
y.  The  wrath  of  God  against  evil  is  just  as  cer- 
ain  as  His  mercy  for  the  sinner  who  turns  to 
lim. 

Isaiah  was  acutely  aware  of  this  truth.  Con- 
equently,  although  in  our  text  he  begins  his 
lessage  with  the  beautiful  Song  of  the  Vineyard, 
e  must  end  it  with  a  terrible  pronouncement  of 
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judgment.  The  real  message,  therefore,  is  one  of 
doom.  It  is  a  theme  we  do  not  like  to  think  about 
but  since  it  is  a  very  real  possibility,  we  dare  not 
neglect  it. 

We  do  not  know  the  immediate  occasion 
when  this  message  was  given.  Perhaps  it  was 
during  the  time  of  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  or 
the  Feast  of  Ingathering,  as  it  was  also  called. 
This  was  a  time  of  rejoicing  (Deuteronomy 
16:14),  a  kind  of  harvest  festival.  Jerusalem 
would  be  filled  with  worshipers.  And  on  this  hap- 
py occasion  songs  and  folk  ballads  were 
popular.  It  is  altogether  possible  that  Isaiah 
recited  the  words  of  our  text  on  such  an  occasion, 
when  a  large  crowd  of  merrymakers  would  be 
assembled.  "I  want  to  sing  you  a  song,"  he  says, 
and  gets  their  rapt  attention.  The  reaction  would 
have  an  immediate  rejection  if  he  had  said,  "I 
have  a  message  of  doom"!  So  the  message 
begins  with  the  happy  strain  of  an  idyllic  poem, 
but  quickly  a  note  of  great  disappointment  is 
sounded  in  a  minor  key.  This,  in  turn,  is  followed 
by  a  recital  of  sad  consequences,  and  on  this  sor- 
rowful note  the  message  ends.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
love  song  with  a  sad  ending  —  Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 

Family  Devotions 

SUNDAY,  g 
JANUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Genesis  22-24 

LEAVE  IT  TO  GOD 
Does  the  path  seem  rough  and  steep? 

Leave  it  to  God. 
Do  you  sow,  but  fail  to  reap? 

Leave  it  to  God. 
Yield  to  Him  your  human  will, 
Listen  humbly  and  be  still, 
Love  divine  your  mind  can  fill, 

Leave  it  to  God 


//  in  doubt  just  what  to  do, 

Leave  it  to  God. 
He  will  make  it  plain  to  you, 

Leave  it  to  God. 
Serve  Him  faithfully  today, 
He  will  guide  you  all  the  way, 
Simply  trust  Him,  watch  and  pray, 

Leave  it  to  God. 


MONDAY,  q 
JANUARY  ^ 


Scripture  Reading -Genesis  25-27 

O  LORD,  IF  IT  IS  NOT  TOO  LATE 
Years  ago  a  unique  character  was  converted 
in  the  Water  Street  Mission  in  New  York.  It  was 
"the  Old  Colonel."  Through  drink  he  had  sunk 
very  low.  At  the  time  of  his  conversion  he  was 
(Turn  the  Page) 

13 


sixty  years  old.  He  looked  as  if  he  were  one  hun- 
dred. He  looked  more  like  an  animal  than  a 
human  being.  He  was  clothed  in  rags.  The  over- 
coat he  wore  was  fastened  with  a  nail.  He  was  a 
caricature  of  the  man  he  had  been— a  college 
graduate  and  a  brilliant  law  student  in  the  office 
of  E.  M.  Slanton,  Lincoln's  Secretary  of  War.  On 
the  night  of  his  conversion,  he  cried,  "O  Lord,  if 
it  is  not  too  late,  forgive  and  save  this  poor  old 
sinner! "  God  heard  the  cry  of  his  heart.  He  was 
gloriously  saved.  God  vouchsafed  His  promise  to 
him :  "And  I  will  restore  to  you  the  years  that  the 
locust  hath  eaten"  (Joel  2:25). 


From  a  path  as  dark  as  night, 
Into  glorious  gospel  Light — 
With  a  heart  made  pure  and  white, 
Into  Victory. 

TUESDAY,  10 
JANUARY 

Scripture  Beading— Genesis  28-30 

SIR,  I'M  THAT  MAN! 
A  young  minister  spoke  one  Sunday  night  in 
Whitefield's  Tabernacle.  "There  may  be 
someone  in  my  audience  who  is  drink-ridden, 
lust-sodden,  demon-posessed.  If  such  is  present, 
Christ  can  instantly  save  you!"  An  incident  oc- 
curred at  that  moment  which  electrified  the 
minister  and  the  large  audience.  A  man  rose  and 
said,  "Sir,  I  am  that  man!  I  am  drink-ridden, 
lust-sodden,  demon-possessed!  Is  there  any  hope 
for  me?  Can  your  Christ  save  me?"  The  minister 
answered,  "Yes,  He  can!  God's  promise  is  sure: 
'Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth.'  "  That  humanly  hopeless  and  helpless 
man  came  to  Christ. 


"Old  things  .  .  .  passed  away; 
new!" 


all  things  .  .  .  [became J 
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WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Genesis  31-33 

TRANSFORMED  BY  GRACE  DIVINE 
In  speaking  of  the  transforming  power  of 
God,  Dr.  Lawes,  who  labored  for  God  in  New 
Guinea,  said,  "I  have  heard  savages  pray.  They 
had  tattooed  marks  on  their  chests  which  in- 
dicated that  they  were  murderers.  I  have  heard 
them  pouring  out  their  prayers  to  God  as 
children  holding  converse  with  their  Father.  I 
knew  that  they  were  indwelt  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  had  been  taught  by  the  Spirit.  The  outward 
marks  of  their  former  lives  of  depravity  and 
cruelty  still  remained,  but  I  knew  they  were  now 
new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  'transformed  by 
grace  divine!'  " 


Trust  God's  wisdom  to  guide. 
Trust  His  goodness  to  provide; 
Trust  His  saving  love  and  power, 
Trust  Him  every  day  and  hour; 
Trust  Him  as  the  only  light, 
Trust  Him  in  the  darkest  night. 

THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 

Scripture  Reading -Genesis  34-36 

HITHERTO 
When  our  soul  is  much  discouraged 

By  the  roughness  of  the  way, 
And  the  cross  we  have  to  carry 

Seems  heavier  each  day, 
When  some  cloud  that  overshadows 

Hides  our  Father's  face  from  view, 
Oh,  'tis  well  then  to  remember, 

He  hath  blessed  us  hitherto. 


Surely  then  our  souls  should  trust  Him, 

Though  the  clouds  be  dark  o'erhead; 
We've  a  Friend  that  draweth  closer 

When  our  other  friends  have  fled. 
When  our  pilgrimage  is  over, 

And  the  gates  we're  sweeping  through, 
We  shall  see  with  clearer  vision 

How  He's  blest  us  hitherto. 


FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Genesis  37-39  , 
HELP  OF  THE  HELPLESS 
When  Dr.  P.  W.  Philpott  was  pastor  of  theti 
Moody  Church,  Chicago,  a  young  man  came  tojj 
his  office  and  told  him  what  had  happened  on  thai 
preceding  Sunday.  He  said,  "My  mother  and  If 
were  sitting  in  Lincoln  Park.  As  we  started  totj 
leave,  my  attention  was  caught  by  the  electricijj 
sign  bearing  the  words,   'Moody  Memorial;! 
Church.'  I  said  to  my  mother,  'I  would  like  to  gof 
to  that  church.'  As  we  entered  the  church,  aj 
large  congregation  was  singing.  You  preached  aji 
sermon  on  'Hope.'  As  I  sat  there,  you  had  no  ideal 
that  I  was  a  dope  addict,  bound  by  a  chain  I  could! 
not  break,  and  getting  more  discouraged  about 
myself  all  the  time.  Then,  suddenly,  you  reached 
a  point  in  your  sermon  where  you  said,  "Jesus 
Christ  can  put  hope  into  a  hopeless  heart.  With 
Him  there  are  no  hopeless  cases!'  Then  and 
there  I  opened  my  heart  to  Christ.  I  took  Him  by) 
faith  as  my  Saviour.  When  I  got  outside,  1 
stepped  over  to  a  drain  on  Clark  Street  and 
dropped  my  drugs  and  equipment  down  through 
the  iron  grating." 


From  a  life  of  sin  and  shame, 
Itito  joy  and  peace  1  came, 
Through  the  power  of  Jesus'  name, 
Into  Victory! 
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SATURDAY, 
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rANUARY 

cripture  Reading- Genesis  40-42 

SERMON  AVERTS 
SELF-DE  STRUCTION 

God  gives  to  His  servants, 
•om  time  to  time,  positive 
roof  that  His  Word  is  "quick 
nd  powerful."  The  following 
icident  illustrates  this.  A 
oung  lady  was  present  in  a 
unday-morning  service  when  I 
'as  pastor  in  Chicago.  Before 
le  service,  she  asked  for  Dr. 
hil  Marquart,  a  Christian 
sychiatrist,  who  was  a  deacon 
1  my  church.  He  was  away, 
peaking  in  another  church, 
he  young  lady,  obviously 
nder  great  stress,  expressed 
ome  disappointment,  but 
tayed  for  the  morning  service. 

prayed  that  God  would  give 
le  a  message  for  that  dis- 
'essed  soul.  I  spoke  of  the  heal- 
lg  power  of  the  great  Physi- 
ian,  Jesus.  I  emphasized  the 
ict  that  utter  trust  in  His  won- 
rous  care  is  the  unfailing 
smedy  for  taut,  overwrought 
erves  and  sin-sick  hearts.  At 
le  close  of  the  service,  I  had 
rayer  and  a  long  talk  with  her. 
he  returned  for  the  night  ser- 
ice.  At  the  close  of  the  service, 
tie  joyfully  said  to  me,  "I  came 
)  Chicago  today  from  St.  Louis 
rith  the  fixed  purpose  of  ending 
ly  wretched  life  in  Lake 
lichigan.  God,  in  mercy,  put 
our  two  messages  today 
cross  my  dark,  downward 
'ay!" 


The  future  of  the  building  in- 
cludes the  opening  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Sports  Club.  The 
College  hopes  to  open  up 
membership  in  the  summer  of 
1984.  Facilities  will  include  the 
weight  room,  handball/rac- 
quetball  courts,  tennis,  the  in- 
door running  track,  gymnastic 
room,  and  locker  room  facil- 
ities. 

Five  weeks  of  summer  sports 
camps  are  planned.  There  will 
be  two  weeks  of  boy's  basket- 
ball, both  day  and  boarding 
camps,  a  co-ed  all  sports  camp, 
a  girl's  basketball  camp  and  a 
boy's  baseball  camp.  "There 
will  be  a  tremendous  amount  of 
activity  over  here  during  the 
summer  months,"  promised 
Bob  McEvoy,  the  athletic  direc- 
tor. 

College  Hall  is  large  enough 
for  commencements,  convoca- 
tions and  special  occasions 
which  bring  together  the  stu- 
dent body,  parents,  trustees 
and  interested  friends  of  the 
College. 

"The  potential  positive  im- 
pact to  the  church  and  the 
Mount  Olive  area  is  beyond 
the  awareness  of  most  people. 


What  we  have  here  is  a  facility 
that  will  probably  outlive  any  of 
the  people  who  had  a  part  in 
making  it  possible,"  com- 
mented Dr.  Raper.  "That  is 
okay  because  College  Hall  will 
continue  to  serve  future 
generations  as  a  universal 
building.  Academics,  athletics, 
student  life,  religious  life,  civic, 
recreation,  community  and 
church  relations  will  all  come 
together  in  it." 

CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 


Disbursements 

Salaries 

$  3,771.13 

Utilities 

566.03 

Food 

1,897.43 

Sundry  Supplies 

170.61 

Office 

531.46 

Store 

113.56 

Taxes 

758.56 

Insurance 

148.20 

Maintenance  and  Repair 

722.63 

Gas  Account 

184.70 

Mileage  and  Travel 

690.90 

Miscellaneous 

10,370.32 

Total 

$19,925.53 

Miscellaneous  Disbursements 

Transfer  of  Funds 

$10,000.00 

Transportation  Group 

175.00 

Repay  Petty  Cash 

80.32 

Property  Appraisal 

115.00 

Total 

$10,370.32 

SINGERS  TO  PARTICIPATE 


Yielding  to  disdain  can  destroy  us, 
isdaining  to  yield  can  delight  us. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  11- 
strations.  Walter  B.  Knight. 

FEATURE 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

jooperation  between  every- 
me— like  a  family."  Yates 
idded,  "I'm  interested  in  a 
;hild  getting  a  good  education. 
Since  I've  .been  working  here 
i've  been  real  impressed  with 
he  College  and  what  they're 
ioing." 
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As  part  of  the  Grand  Opening,  two  music  groups  from  the  Col- 
lege will  perform.  The  Mount  Olive  Concert  Choir,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Carolyn  Knox,  will  sing  "All  Good  gifts,"  "Ave  Verum  Cor- 
pus" and  "The  Old  One  Hundredth  Psalm  Tune." 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Singers,  under  the  direction  of  Irene 
S.  Patten,  will  sing  "God  Bless  America,"  "This  Is  a  Great  Coun- 
try," "This  Is  My  Country,"  "I  Like  Calling  North  Carolina 
Home." 
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Call  (919)  746-6128  Today!  Don't  Wait! 


Please  consider  this  your  invitation  to 
Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore's  upcoming 
Mini-Music  Festival.  This  extraordinary 
music  event  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
January  16,  1984,  in  the  Multi-purpose 
Room,  located  in  the  Bookstore  facility. 
This  music  festival  will  begin  at  7:03  p.m., 
and  will  run  about  two  hours.  Let  us  help 
you  with  your  endless  search  for  new  music 
material.  Come  and  be  a  part  of  this  in- 
novative and  enriching  experience. 


Adult  choir  directors,  youth  choir  directors, 
children's  choir  directors,  accompanists, 
soloists,  and  YOU!  Please,  no  more  than 
three  participants  per  church. 


This  music  festival  costs  $15  per  person. 
This  registration  fee  is  non-refundable. 
(Registration  is  limited,  so  do  not  wait  to 
the  last  minute.) 
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•  Maximum  of  three  people  from  one  church 

•  $15  per  person 

•  All   registrants  will  receive  a  Spring! 

Festival  Packet. 

•  Send  your  registration  to: 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
Box  158 

Ayden,  NC  28513-0158 

•  There  were  still  a  few  openings  at  press. 

time.  Call  today— if  interested. 

Each  registrant  will  receive  a  free  music 
packet  of  recent  publications  worth 
over  $35. 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  will  provide, 
discounts  on  selected  materials  during 
the  festival. 

At  least  fifteen  NEW  titles  from  Singspira 
tion  will  be  discussed  and  "demon 
strated"  by  our  clinician,  Larry  White. 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  will  provide  re 
freshments  after  the  two-hour  session 
at  which  time  you  will  have  an  op 
portunity  to  talk  with  Mr.  White  as  well 
as  acquaint  yourself  with  other  choii 
and  music  directors. 
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The  REAL  church  is 
outside  the  four  walls. 
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Editorial 


Rose  Petals  or  Thorns? 

His  had  been  a  ministry  of  solid,  steady  and  loving  ser- 
vice; and  he  was  truly  one  "sent  by  God."  He  grew  with  the 
challenges  of  each  church's  needs,  and  as  he  led  his  people  in 
spiritual  growth,  he  himself  became  a  spiritual  giant. 

He  was  not  one  to  make  loud  noises.  His  calm  manner 
belied  a  disarming  personality  and  a  depth  of  maturity— a  j| 
depth  which  was  discovered  anew  each  time  there  was  an  op-  jl 
portunity  to  be  with  him.  This  servant  gave  all  he  had  to  his  J 
family,  his  church,  and  his  Lord.  And  all  who  knew  him  knew 
this  was  not  an  empty  eulogy— merely  fact. 

However,  he,  too,  suffered  his  share  of  pain  and  heart-  || 
ache.   Some   disturbing  things  happened  at  one  of  his  i 
pastorates.  Instead  of  going  to  him  at  the  outset,  church  ; 
members  only  stood  by  and  watched.  They  could  have  helped 
to  eliminate  the  problem— but  they  didn't.  The  resulting  heart-  i 
aches— and  unnecessary  problems— hurt  this  minister  tre- 
mendously, but  he  refused  to  let  his  pain  stand  in  the  way  of  a  I 
continuing,    Spirit-motivated   ministry.    Those   who   had  I 
wronged  this  pastor  made  no  attempt  to  seek  reconciliation  i 
and  forgiveness.  No  matter,  he  continued  to  serve  them  with  jl 
love. 

This  experience  did  take  its  toll.  His  wife  saw  a  noticeable 
change  in  him,  a  change  that  accompanied  him  to  a  new  J 
pastorate  he  accepted  several  years  later.  And  this  trauma  he  I 
had  suffered  was  said  to  have  attributed  to  his  early  demise.  ji 

(Yes,  those  who  had  troubled  this  minister  attended  his  j 
funeral.  They  also  sent  roses  to  the  service— but  those  roses  J| 
were  about  five  years  too  late.  How  that  man  had  waited  for 
"roses"  of  a  renewed  friendship,  a  revitalized  love,  a 
thoughtful  act,  "roses"  of  life  that  would  bring  happiness  and 
joy.  Not  roses  that  were  cut,  like  a  severed  relationship,  left  (i 
merely  to  wither  and  die  on  a  casket. )  j 

Recent  surveys  have  revealed  an  unusually  high  degree  of  j 
restlessness  within  the  clergy.  The  average  length  of  time  a  j 
minister  spends  in  a  given  pastorate  is  between  three  and  five  | 
years.  Studies  indicate  that  short-term  pastorates  such  as 
these  are  not  effective.  It  takes  at  least  that  long  to  get  to  know 
the  members  of  a  congregation  and  the  community.  j 

Some  feel  the  reason  for  short  pastorates  to  be  a  gap  be-  t 
tween  laity  and  clergy— a  gap  due,  in  large  measure,  to  a  lack  j 
of  concern,  courtesy,  and  etiquette  on  the  part  of  lay  people.  I 
can't  say  whether  these  reasons  "hold  water."  I  am  con-  j 
cerned,  though,  when  I  realize  that  25%  of  all  ordained 
ministers  move  annually— that  is  well  over  100  ministers  a 
day.  Some  religious  leaders  feel  these  figures  are  too  low; 
they  say  one-third  would  be  a  more  accurate  figure— that's  \ 
nearly  200  ministers  moving  every  day  of  every  year! 

As  we  continue  to  look  at  the  relationship  between  the 
minister  and  layman,  it  is  hoped  that  we  will  all  be  drawn 
closer  together  in  our  shared  pilgrimage.  And  some  day  we 
may  all  be  presented  a  bit  more  "faultless  before  the  presence 
of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy. ' ' 
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6  STEPS  TO  EFFECTIVE 
DISCIPLE  MAKING 


Part  One 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216. ) 


Some  of  the  most  receptive  people  in  your 
immunity  are  the  people  in  each  church 
ember's  "Extended  Family."  These  are  the 
iends,  relatives,  and  associates  of  church 
embers  who  are  presently  outside  of  Christ 
id  a  church.  Helping  laity  identify  and  reach 
ese  "Extended  Family"  members  is  the  key 
unlocking  new  growth  potential  in  your 
lurch. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in 
aching  friends  and  relatives  in  your  "Ex- 
nded  Family"  will  be  developing  an  ap- 
opriate  and  effective  strategy  for  introducing 
ose  people  to  Christ  and  his  Body.  Here  are 
me  key  insights  that  will  help  you  develop  an 
Eective  plan  to  communicate  God's  love  to 
ch  person  in  your  Extended  Family. 

1.  Caring.  Your  most  important  role  as  a 
tness  to  the  people  in  your  Extended  Family 
personifying  Christ's  love.  Here  is  a  major 
inciple  in  effective  disciple-making:  "God's 
ve  is  best  seen  and  experienced  by  others 
rough  your  love." 

Look  at  the  burden-lifting  implications  of 
is  concept!  The  traditional  requirements  of  a 
;ood  witness"  (verbal  fluency  .  .  .  extrover- 
'e  personality  .  .  .  tenacity  .  .  . )  become  less 
lportant  in  an  effective  witness  than  simply 
ing  an  open  channel  through  which  God's 
ve  can  be  expressed  and  experienced  by 
ose  in  your  Extended  Family.  Think  of  it  .  .  . 
u  become  the  channel  for  God's  love!  Ex- 
:ing?  Yes!  Possible?  Absolutely! 

God's  great  love  for  these  potential 
>ciples,  and  His  desire  to  express  that  love,  is 
an  throughout  Scripture.  As  He  first  loved  us, 
i  express  our  love  for  Him  through  loving 
tiers. 

"For  I  was  hungry  and  you  fed  me;  I  was 
irsty  and  you  gave  me  water;  I  was  a 
"anger  and  you  invited  me  into  your  home ; 
.ked  and  you  clothed  me;  sick  and  in  prison, 
d  you  visited  me.  Then  these  righteous  ones 
11  reply,  'Sir,  when  did  we  ever  see  you 
ngry  and  feed  you?  Or  thirsty  and  give  you 
ything  to  drink?  Or  a  stranger,  and  help 
u?  Or  naked,  and  clothe  you?  When  did  we 
er  see  you  sick  or  in  prison  and  visit  you?' 
id  I,  the  King,  will  tell  them,  'When  you 
d  it  to  these  my  brothers,  you  were  doing  it  to 
e.'  " 


Scripture  graphically  illustrates  what  love 
for  Christ  entails.  It  is  a  basic,  down-to-earth 
involvement  with  people  in  need.  The  response 
is  to  be  personal  .  .  .  the  response  is  to  be  car- 
ing. The  people  in  your  Extended  Family  may 
not  require  clothing,  food,  or  water.  But  they 
do  have  real  needs.  Responding  to  the  void  of 
loneliness,  frustration,  or  despair  demands  a 
personal  investment  of  genuine  caring. 

David  Augsburger,  in  his  book  Caring 
Enough  to  Confront,  observes  that  caring  peo- 
ple "...  dare  to  be  present  with  people  .  .  .  and 
to  stand  with  people  where  they  are  hurting. 
Caring  people  look  for  the  opportunity  of  af- 
firming, or  encouraging,  or  helping  release 
others  to  become  all  they  can  be  in  Christ." 

Unconditional  caring  is  a  reflection  of 
God's  unswerving  and  unrelenting  love.  If  a 
friend  were  to  say,  "I  don't  want  anything  to  do 
with  your  religion,"  should  your  caring  be  any 
less  than  before?  Do  you  think  God's  love  is 
any  less  for  those  who  reject  Him?  If  anything, 
God's  concern  is  even  greater.  How  many  peo- 
ple have  once  rejected  His  love  and  then  later, 
perhaps  in  a  time  of  need,  responded  and  are 
now  active  reproducing  Christians?  Caring 
must  be  genuine  and  unconditional,  and  not  de- 
pend on  how  the  person  responds  to  spiritual 
overtures. 

"Unfortunately,"  observes  Paul  Little  in 
his  book  How  to  Give  Away  Your  Faith,  "many 
non-Christians  today  are  suspicious  of  all  Chris- 
tians because  of  a  previous  contact  with  a 
'friendly'  religious  person  who  had  ulterior 
motives.  Some  non-Christians  refuse  to  listen  to 
a  single  word  about  our  Lord  until  they're  sure 
we'll  be  their  friends,  even  if  they  reject  Jesus 
Christ.  We  must  love  each  person  for  himself." 
Christ  wants  His  lost  children  found.  We  should 
not  take  it  upon  ourselves  to  close  the  door  on 
the  relationship  that  God  has  ( through  us )  with 
these  Extended  Family  members.  Caring  must 
be  genuine,  long-term,  and  unconditional. 

2.  Strengthening  relationship.  Your 
disciple-making  effectiveness  is  enhanced 
where  strong  relationships  exist  with  members 
of  your  Extended  Family.  The  Apostle  John 
writes,  "Dear  friends,  let  us  practice  loving 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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each  other,  for  love  comes  from  God  and  those 
who  are  loving  and  kind  show  that  they  are  the 
children  of  God." 

What  person  does  not  enjoy  the  companion- 
ship of  a  loving,  caring  friend!  A  strong  and 
growing  relationship  between  you  and  your  Ex- 
tended Family  member  contributes  im- 
measurably to  allowing  the  Holy  Spirit  to  speak 
to  that  person. 

In  The  Friendship  Factor,  McGinnis  says, 
"It  is  no  accident  that  so  many  important  en- 
counters occurred  between  Jesus  and  His 
friends  when  they  were  at  the  table.  There  is 
something  almost  sacramental  about  breaking 
bread  with  one  another. ' '  Invite  your  friend  to 
attend  a  special  event  that  you  both  will  enjoy. 
Drop  by  his/her  home  with  something  from 
your  garden,  workshop,  or  flowerbed.  Perhaps 
you  could  make  it  a  point  to  have  lunch  once  a 
week  with  a  person  in  your  Extended  Family, 
or  seek  him/her  out  for  a  coffee  break  conver- 
sation. Do  you  know  of  any  special  needs  your 
friend  has  mentioned  which  could  be  a  point  of 
relationship  building,  such  as  helping  lay  a 
brick  walk,  hanging  drapes,  or  painting  the 
house?  Strong  friendships  come  with  shared  ex- 
perience. Working  shoulder  to  shoulder 
strengthens  a  relationship  even  when  few 
words  are  spoken. 

As  your  relationship  grows,  expect  your 
Extended  Family  member  to  also  respond  to 
your  needs  and  reciprocate  in  caring  ini- 
tiatives. Friendship  is  not  a  one-way  affair.  The 
close  relationship  will  be  as  meaningful  to  you 
as  to  your  Extended  Family  member.  The  joy 
and  fulfillment  which  comes  from  being  with 
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friends  and  giving  of  yourself  is  one  of  the  emo- 
tional highlights  of  life.  Enjoy  it! 

A  helpful  research  study  shows  the  impor- 
tance of  friendship  in  the  process  of  becoming  I 
a  new  disciple.  The  study,  reported  in 
CHURCH  GROWTH:  AMERICA,  identified  240 
new  Christians  presently  active  and  involved  in 
their  churches.  In  addition,  a  second  group  of 
240  people  were  identified  who  could  be 
classified  as  "drop-outs"  (they  had  made  a  re- 
cent decision  but  had  since  lapsed  into  inactivi- 
ty).  A  third  group  of  240  people  were  identified 
who  had  been  presented  with  the  gospel 
message  but  had  chosen  not  to  make  a  positive 
decision.  In  individual  interviews  with  these  720 
people,  each  was  asked  to  classify  the  person 
who  had  presented  the  gospel  into  one  of  three 
categories:  "Friend,"  "Salesman,"  or 
"Teacher."  The  results  provided  some  startling 
conclusions :  The  people  who  saw  the  church 
members  as  "friend"  were  almost  all  now 
Christians  and  active  in  their  churches  (94% ) . 
On  the  other  hand,  those  people  who  saw  the 
church  member  as  a  "salesman"  often  made 
an  initial  decision,  but  soon  dropped  out  in 
large  numbers  (71%  later  dropped  out).  Final- 
ly, those  who  saw  the  church  member  as  a 
"teacher"  generally  tended  to  not  respond  at 
all  (84%  said  "no  thanks").  The  implications 
are  clear.  The  non-Christian  person  who 
perceives  your  relationship  as  one  of  a 
"friend"  is  far  more  likely  to  eventually  re- 
spond to  Christ's  love  than  the  person  who  sees 
you  either  as  a  "teacher"  instructing  on  doc- 
trine, sin,  and  morality;  or  as  a  "salesman" 
manipulating  toward  an  eventual  decision. 

Your  greatest  resource  in  developing  a 
meaningful  and  caring  friendship  is  in  simply 
being  yourself —natural  and  unmasked.  The 
phrase  "I'm  not  perfect,  just  forgiven"  reflects' 
a  healthy  attitude  in  recognizing  the  shortcom-  I 
ings  each  person  has.  The  unique  benefit  of  the 
Christian  life  is  in  the  strength  and  support 
from  a  source  greater  than  ourselves.  When 
your  Extended  Family  member  understands 
this  simple  truth,  it  may  change  his/her  entire 
attitude  toward  faith  and  life  in  Christ. 

3.  Involving  other  members  of  the  body.  A 
third  important  consideration  in  your  plan  to 
successfully  communicate  God's  love  to  your 
Extended  Family  members,  is  to  use  the 
unique  resource  of  your  church.  In  effective 
disciple-making  the  local  church  is  a  central 
part  of  the  process. 

One  important  resource  for  disciple-making! 
found  in  your  church  is  other  church  members, 
particularly  your  close  friends.  Encouraging 
and  building  personal  relationships  between 
your  Extended  Family  members  and  other 
Christian  friends  in  your  church  is  a  highly  ef- 
fective way  of  introducing  your  non-Christian 
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friends  to  the  variety  of  ways  Christ  works  in 
the  lives  of  people.  No  person,  other  than 
Jesus,  has  ever  been  a  perfect  example  of  the 
Christian  life.  If  you  are  the  only  Christian 
your  Extended  Family  member  knows,  then 
his/her  perception  of  the  incarnation  of  Christ 
in  a  person's  life  is  limited  to  what  that  person 
sees  in  you. 

What  a  unique  new  perspective  to  sharing 
God's  love  .  .  .  introducing  Christ  to  your  Ex- 
tended Family  member  through  the  people  in 
your  church.  And  how  much  more  accurate  an 
introduction  when  Christ  is  seen  in  a  number  of 
people's  lives,  than  when  their  understanding  is 
limited  to  one  simple  explanation  from  one 
single  source. 

This  "cross-pollination"  between  your  Ex- 
tended Family  members  and  various  Chris- 
tians in  your  church  adds  a  dynamic  dimension 
to  the  disciple-making  process.  On  one  hand,  it 
provides  you,  as  a  disciple-maker,  with  support 
from  other  members.  In  turn,  you  become  part 
of  other  church  members'  disciple-making  ac- 
tivities as  you  build  relationships  with  their  Ex- 
tended Family  members.  The  process  adds  to 
the  effectiveness  of  disciple-making,  to  the 
common  concern  of  church  members  for  other 
non-Christians,  and  to  the  accountability  of 
church  members  concerning  the  people  in  their 
Extended  Family.  The  process  of  com- 
municating God's  love  through  the  lives  of 
other  Christians  takes  a  significant  burden  of 
responsibility  off  the  back  of  just  one  person. 
Christians  can  look  to  the  Body  and  its 
members  for  support  in  making  disciples. 

How  do  you  help  such  relationships  flourish 
between  your  Extended  Family  members  and 
others  in  the  congregation?  Informal  social 
gatherings  at  your  home,  or  group  outings  to 
special  events  can  include  both  Christian  and 
non-Christian  friends.  The  church  may  sponsor 
a  series  of  special  events  or  workshops  of  in- 
terest to  non-Christians.  The  purpose  of  the 
events  would  be  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
building  relationships  between  Extended  Fami- 
ly members  and  other  church  members. 

You  could  use  present  church  programs, 
classes,  and  activities  to  introduce  your  Ex- 
tended Family  to  others  in  the  church.  A 
special  Sunday  school  elective  class  might  be 
of  interest  to  your  friend,  or  a  worship  service 
where  a  particular  message  would  be  relevant. 
Church-sponsored  social  events  are  excellent 
opportunities  to  bring  a  non-Christian  friend 
and  introduce  him/her  to  friends  in  the  church. 
Another  approach  could  be  to  enlist  your  Ex- 
tended Family  members  in  an  on-going  group, 
perhaps  a  home  Bible  study  or  a  weekly  lunch 
meeting  with  some  friends  from  the  church. 


THE  CHURCH 
LOOKS  AT  DIVORCE 

Part  One 
by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

I.  The  Biblical  Perspective  on  Divorce: 

(Mark  10:2-12;  Matthew  19:1-12;  Deuter- 
onomy 24 : 1-4 ;  1  Corinthians  7 : 10-16 ;  Luke  16 : 18 ; 
Matthew  5:31,  32;  Matthew  22:37-40) 

It  is  only  in  fairy  tales  that  people  marry  and 
live  happily  ever  afterward.  So  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  discover  every  human  society  has 
tried  to  regulate  marriage  with  the  expectation 
that  marriage  is  a  permanent  arrangement. 
Every  society  however,  has  also  made  provi- 
sions for  the  dissolution  of  unions  that  fail.  (An 
Open  Book  to  the  Christian  Divorce,  Roger 
Crook,  p.  51). 

When  Jesus  was  asked  about  divorce,  He 
answered  in  terms  of  the  biblical  ideal  of  the  per- 
manence of  marriage  (Matthew  19:4-6;  Genesis 
2:24;  Ephesians  5:31).  Matthew,  written  after 
Mark,  reflects  a  recognition  by  the  early  Chris- 
tians that  the  ideal  is  often  hard  to  attain.  His 
answer  was  a  positive  statement.  The  biblical 
ideal  is  clearly  stated:  Marriage  is  intended  by 
God  to  be  a  permanent  union  of  one  man  and  one 
woman.  Life  in  accordance  with  that  ideal  is  the 
most  meaningful  and  most  satisfying  way  of  life 
for  most  people.  (This  is  not  to  imply  all  should 
marry.)  But  we  do  have  a  problem:  Moses  ac- 
cording to  Jesus,  made  an  exception:  "for  your 
hardness  of  heart."  This  "hardness  of  heart" 
was  not  limited  to  the  ancient  Hebrews  and  the 
early  Christians.  Being  successful  in  attaining 
the  ideal  seems  far  more  difficult  in  our  society 
than  it  was  in  biblical  days. 

Nelson  Blake  in  The  Road  to  Reno  (p.  1)  lists 
eight  possible  interpretations  of  Jesus'  recorded 
teachings  on  divorce  and  remarriage  ( Christian 
Century,  Robert  Sink,  Broad  State  United 
Methodist  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio.  "A  Theology 
of  Divorce,"  April  20,  1977,  p.  377). 

1.  Christ  taught  the  indissolubility  of  marriage  and 
forbade  all  divorce. 

2.  He  allowed  divorce,  but  only  to  the  husband,  and 
only  one  cause,  adultery. 

3.  He  allowed  divorce  for  adultery  to  both  husband 
and  wife. 

4.  Neither  party  to  a  divorce  may  marry  again 
while  his/her  former  mate  is  still  alive.  To  do  so  is 
adultery. 

5.  The  innocent  party  may  remarry,  but  not  the 
guilty. 


(Continued  next  week) 
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6.  Both  parties  may  remarry,  after  sincere  repen- 
tance. 

7.  Adultery  means  only  one  thing,  the  sexual  inter- 
course of  a  married  person  with  someone  else  other 
than  husband  or  wife. 

8.  Adultery  is  a  symbolic  word,  standing  for  any 
sin  that  violates  the  marriage  contract. 

Of  course  you  cannot  believe  all  of  these  but 
these  eight  statements  summarize  the  most 
widely  held  views  about  Jesus'  teachings  on 
divorce  and  remarriage. 

Jesus'  words  need  to  be  set  in  the  context  of 
His  day.  The  Deuteronomy  24  passage,  written 
from  the  bias  of  a  patriarchal  society,  sanctions 
divorce.  The  question  of  grounds  for  divorce  is 
that  the  wife  possess  "some  uncleanness"  or  that 
"she  finds  no  favor  in  his  eyes."  Divorce  was 
readily  available  to  men  and  was  abused.  The 
woman's  position  was  very  vulnerable;  she  had 
no  real  rights.  A  woman  could  lose  her  status  and 
security  simply  because  she  displeased  her  hus- 
band. Jesus'  reaction  to  divorce  came  from  dif- 
ferent points : 

1.  He  supported  and  encouraged  the  ideal  of  the 
permanance  of  the  marriage  of  one  man  and  woman 
for  life. 

2.  He  was  defending  women  against  the  ravages  of 
dehumanizing  treatment  they  were  often  subjected  to. 

3.  He  was  reacting  to  the  abuse  of  divorce  as  much 
as  to  divorce  itself  (John  4:7-39;  8:1-11). 

There  is  a  danger  in  being  a  biblicist  here, 
"The  biblicist  is  defending  a  literalistic,  word- 
for-word  doctrine  of  the  Bible  rather  than  to  be 
trying  to  discover  the  Spirit  of  Jesus." 
(Psychotherapy  and  Pastoral  Counseling, 
Wayne  Oates). 

II.  How  the  Church  Views  Divorce  Historically 
and  Currently: 

In  all  major  churches,  divorce  is  viewed  as 
falling  short  of  the  Christian  ideal.  Churches  em- 
phasize the  permanence  of  marriage,  the 
lifetime  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  considers  mar- 
riage a  sacrament  just  as  much  so  as  Baptism, 
The  Lord's  Supper,  or  The  Washing  of  the  Saint's 
Feet.  The  true  union  of  man  and  woman  is  not 
created  by  the  couple  or  the  priest,  but  by  God. 
The  Catholic  Canon  Law  #118  says:  "Marriage 
which  is  valid  and  consummated  cannot  be 
dissolved  by  any  human  power,  nor  by  any 
course  save  death."  The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
does  permit  permanent  separation  on  the 
grounds  of  adultery  (Canon  Law  #1129)  and  tem- 
porary separation  for  other  reasons  (Canon  Law 
#1131).  It  does  not  call  these  separations  divorce. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church  does  practice  annul- 
ment of  marriages.  Annulments  are  granted 
when  the  marriage  is  not  "valid."  "Valid"  mar- 
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riages  are  spelled  out  in  Canons  1067-1080.  Th«, 
conditions  for  the  annulment  of  a  marriage  in/I 
elude  being  underage,  impotent  or  frigid,  having 
some  spiritual  relationship,  or  legal  relationship7 
that  would  be  reason  for  annulling,  etc.  Annul 
ment  declares  a  marriage  null  and  void. 

The  Canon  Law  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  tht 
Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Book  oi 
Church  Order  of  both  major  branches  of  tht 
Presbyterian  Church  historically  permittee 
remarriage  of  a  divorced  person  only  if  they  arc 
the  "innocent  party"  in  a  divorce  on  grounds  oil 
adultery.  Most  Baptists,  Disciples,  Free  Will 
Baptists,  etc.  accepted  this  view. 

Following  or  about  the  era  of  World  War  II I 
these  above  named  churches  revised  their  views t 
on  divorce  and  remarriage,  and  most  Pro  I 
testants  changed  in  the  same  way.  The  current 
view  of  most  Protestants  can  be  summarized  asi 
follows:  "While  divorce  is  discouraged,  and 
while  it  is  to  be  regretted  wherever  it  seems  i 
necessary,  the  divorced  person's  relationship  tc 
the  church  is  not  jeopardized"  (p.  59,  Roger 
Crook). 

"Wherever  marriage  seems  to  crush  what  is 
genuinely  human,  then  it  must  yield  to  the  highei 
principle  of  the  Great  Commandment  (see  Matj 
thew  22:37-40)."  ("A  Theology  of  Divorce, '\ 
Robert  Sinks,  Christian  Century,  April  20,  1973 
p.  376). 

Many  churches  are  somewhat  two-faced  oi 
confused  in  how  they  view  divorced  persons 
Many  pastors  will  refuse  to  marry  divorced  perJ 
sons  and  will  not  allow  them  to  hold  church  ofi 
fices  (especially  the  office  of  Deacon,  1  Timothjli 
3:2  and  3:12;  and  sometimes  Sunday  school 
teacher).  However,  they  will  receive  them  asf 
church  members,  accept  their  tithes  and  allovsj 
them  to  serve  in  other  ways.  Are  these  churches! 
therein  saying  that  divorce  is  an  unforgiveablej: 
sin  or  that  even  adultery  is  unpardonable?  This! 
does  not  square  with  the  Bible  or  Jesus'  personaji 
teachings! 

The  person  who  falls  short  of  the  ideal  in  one  aspect 
does  not  thereby  demonstrate  that  he  is  regarded 
forever  thereafter  as  morally  corrupt.  He  should  not, 
for  one  failure,  have  closed  to  him  all  avenues  of  ser- 
vice to  Christ  and  His  church.  At  any  rate,  it  hardly 
seems  more  appropriate  to  prohibit  a  divorced  person 
from  holding  such  offices  than  to  prohibit  someone  who 
falls  short  on  any  of  the  other  characteristics.  The  dif- 
ference between  a  divorced  Christian  and  one  who  is 
not  divorced  is  not  that  one  is  a  sinner  and  the  other  is 
not.  It  is  rather  that  their  failures  are  of  a  different 
sort.  All  Christians  should  be  guided  by  the  ideals  of 
Christian  character,  and  one  who  genuinely 
regrets/repents  of  his  failures/sins  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  using  his  abilities  in  the  service  of  Christ 
(p.  60,  Roger  Crook). 

(Continued  next  week) 
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News  81  Notes 


ftie  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 
lonored 


The  Rev.  R.  P.  Harris 


November  20,  1983,  was  a 
special  day  for  the  Rev.  R.  P. 
Harris  of  Rocky  Mount.  During 
the  Thanksgiving  Family  night 
program  a  special  plaque 
honoring  Mr.  Harris  was 
presented  to  him.  On 
November  20,  1933,  he  was  or- 
dained into  the  gospel  ministry 
at  Dawson's  Grove  Church.  For 
50  years  he  has  faithfully 
served  God  and  man.  Over  27 
churches  have  been  served  by 
this  pastor.  It  was  in  the  early 
1950s  that  he  came  to  Rocky 
Mount.  As  Pastor  Mark  Hobbs 
presented  Mr.  Harris  with  the 
plaque  the  congregation  gave  a 
standing  ovation  to  a  friend  and 
brother  in  Christ.  The  people  of 
the  First  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Rocky  Mount 
are  thankful  that  God  allowed 
R.  P.  and  his  wife,  Lucy,  the  op- 
portunity to  serve  and  live  in 
the  community. 

Barnes  Hill  Church 
Has  Anniversary 

The  congregation  of  Barnes 
Hill  Church,  Route  3,  Nashville, 
celebrated  its  100th  anniver- 
sary on  Sunday,  December  18. 
The  church  was  built  in  1883. 
Sunday  school  was  held  at  9 : 45 
a.m.   Worship  services  were 


held  at  11  a.m.,  with  the 
message  being  delivered  by  the 
present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Langley.  Cleo  Barnes  Worrell 
read  the  history  of  the  church. 
She  is  the  granddaughter  of 
Jim  and  Bettie  Barnes  for 
whom  the  church  was  named. 
There  were  many  in  attendance 
who  wore  old  fashioned  styles 
for  the  anniversary. 

Heavenbound  to  Sing 

Edge  wood  Church  of  Route  1, 
Macclesfield,  will  be  featuring 
the  "Heavenbound"  on 
January  19,  at  7:30  p.m.  The 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
Strickland.  The  public  is  in- 
vited to  attend  this  service. 


NOTICE 

The  Third  Union  Meeting  of 
the  Eastern  Conference  will 
convene  at  Verona  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Saturday 
morning,  at  10,  on  January  28, 
1984. 

The  Rev.  Orvin  Everette,  Moderator 
Justin  Kornegay,  Clerk 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

To  my  many  friends, 
churches,  auxiliaries  and  Sun- 
day school  classes,  thank  you 
for  the  many  gifts  and  checks 
from  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  Your  thoughtfulness 
and  kindness  to  me  will  always 
be  remembered.  The  many 
cards  were  beautiful  and  the 
letters  were  so  interesting.  I 
wish  I  could  see  each  of  you. 
You,  my  friends,  are  beautiful. 
May  God's  blessings  be  with 
each  of  you  and  your  churches. 

Please  remember  me  in  your 
prayers.  May  each  of  you  have 
a  most  wonderful  year  for  1984 
and  the  blessings  of  our 
wonderful  Saviour  be  with  us 
all. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris 


January  is 
Retirement  Homes 
Month.  Remember 
this  important 
ministry  with 
your  prayerful 
and  financial  support. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  Frank  Ray  Harrison 


Farmer,  H.  H.,  The  Servant  of  the  Word.  Fortress  Press, 
Philadelphia  (4th  printing  1977)  from  the  "Preacher's  Paperback 
Library"  series. 

In  the  Introduction  to  the  book  Edmund  A.  Steinle,  consulting 
editor  to  the  series,  has  this  to  say  about  this  volume: 

"H.  H.  Farmer's  The  Servant  of  the  Word  is  one  of  the  land- 
marks in  the  theology  which  undergirds  the  preacher's  task.  Few 
books  have  answered  the  question,  'Why  Preach?'  so  clearly  and 
compellingly.  Moreover,  the  methodological  details  in  sermon 
craft  are  shown  to  be  in  precise  and  organic  relation  to  Farmer's 
theological  understanding  of  the  nature  of  preaching.  This  reprint 
makes  available  the  most  rewarding  book  for  the  student  of 
preaching  I  know"  (p.  VI). 

This  book  was  originally  written  in  1942,  in  the  midst  of  World 
War  II.  Much  of  its  language  is  colored  by  its  historical  origin. 
However  the  content  or  thrust  of  its  109  pages  are  relevant  to 
responsible  preaching  in  every  age.  Its  fourth  printing  in  the  paper- 
back format  was  1977.  This  book  is  readable  and  pertinent  to  the 
fulfilling  of  the  minister's  call  to  preach.  I  recommend  it  for  your 
use. 
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Mount  Olive  College  ■■■■■■■■ 

PLANTS  ARRIVE  AT  COLLEGE  HALL 


A  very  cold,  windy  day  found  several  members  of  the  Campus  Beautification 
Committee  hard  at  work  around  College  Hall.  One  of  the  first  truckloads  of  plants 
arrived  on  December  21.  Committee  chairman  Lorelle  Martin  shows  Gary  Barefoot 
how  to  dig  a  proper  hole  while  Dr.  Raper  looks  on.  Edna  Scarborough  of  Mount  Olive 
and  W.  P.  Kemp  Sr.  of  Goldsboro  offer  their  moral  support. 

TAYLOR  HILL  PORTRAIT  PRESENTED 
TO  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


The  first  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Taylor  Hill  (February  24, 
1927— December  4,  1982)  was  remembered  with  the  presentation  of 
a  portrait  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  and  the 
establishing  of  The  Taylor  Hill  Scholarship  Endowment  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Present  for  the  presentation  were  (left  to  right)  the 
Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  executive  director  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions  Board;  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  chairman  of  the 
Board;  Mrs.  Hill;  and  two  of  the  Hill  children:  Kenny  Hill  of 
Raleigh  and  Taylor  La  Nelle  Hill  of  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina. 
Another  daughter,  Mrs.  Janice  Hill  Basden  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
could  not  be  present. 

The  portrait  was  painted  by  Melanie  Kennedy  (Douglas) 
Seymour,  an  alumnae  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dean  Kennedy  of  Pink  Hill. 


THE  TAYLOR  HILL 

SCHOLARSHIP  ' 
ENDOWMENT 

A  scholarship  endowment  i 
has  been  established  at  Mount! 
Olive  College  in  memory  of  the 
late  Taylor  Hill,  first  director  of 
the  North  Carolina  Home  Mis- 
sions Board  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists. 

Initial  contributions  were 
made  by  the  Missions  Board 
and  the  Hill  Family.  The  fund , 
has  been  placed  on  compound 
interest  until  the  interest  and 
principal  total  $3,000; 
thereafter,  the  earnings  will  be 
used  to  provide  scholarships  for 
students  at  Mount  Olive  College 
who  are  preparing  for  the 
Christian  ministry  or  other 
church-related  vocations. 

"By  letting  the  fund  grow  un- 
til it  reaches  $3,000,  a  scholar- 
ship in  the  minimum  of  $300  can 
be  awarded  annually,"  the 
Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  executive 
director  of  the  Board,  ex- 
plained. It  is  hoped  that  the 
first  award  can  be  made  for  the 
1984-85  academic  year. 

The  endowment  is  open  to 
churches,  church  organizations 
and  individuals  who  would  like 
to  express  appreciation  for  the 
life  and  leadership  of  Mr.  Hill. 
Gifts  to  the  Hill  Endowment 
may  be  sent  directly  to  Mount 
Olive  College  (Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365)  or  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
sions Board  (Post  Office  Box 
38,  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
28513).  Contributions  to  the: 
fund  are  tax  deductible. 

A  native  of  Greene  County, 
North  Carolina,  Hill  was  or- 
dained by  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference, November  5,  1965.  His 
ministry  was  primarily  in  the 
Fayetteville  area  where  he 
organized  Eastwood  Church 
and  Haymount  Mission. 
Catalpa  and  Victory  Churches; 
were  also  outgrowths  of  his 
ministry.  It  was  also  under  Mr. 
Hill's  ministry  that  four  otherj 
men   were   ordained:  Jesse 
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Caton,  Alton  Howard,  Charles 
Parrish,  and  Dean  Kennedy. 
I  Hill  was  the  prime  mover  for 
the  establishing  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Home  Missions  Board 
and  served  as  its  first  director 
for  ten  years  until  he  resigned 
in  1981  due  to  declining  health. 
Other  denominational  positions 
held  by  Hill  included  Chairman 
'of  the  Cape  Fear  Missions 
Board,  member  of  the  State 
I  Sunday  School  Board  and 
Secretary  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 

"I  remember  Taylor  Hill  as 
a  man  of  faith,  vision,  commit- 
ment, and  compassion," 
declared  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. "He  believed  that  the 
primary  mission  of  the  church 
was  not  to  serve  itself  but  to 
share  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  mankind  everywhere.  He 
was  an  humble  and  unselfish 
man  who  possessed  strong  con- 
victions about  his  duty  as  a 
Christian.  He  provided  extra- 
ordinary leadership  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
and  he  will  be  missed,  but  we 
are  glad  that  other  young  men 
can  be  equipped  for  Christian 
service  through  the  scholarship 
that  has  been  established  in  his 
name." 

CONVENTION  CHAIRS 
PROJECT  GAINS 
MOMENTUM 

During  the  Christmas— New 
Year  period  of  December 
22— January  3,  gifts  totaling 
$4,950  were  received  for  99  Col- 
lege Hall  chairs.  Fifteen  of 
these  chairs  were  the  results  of 
the  work  of  the  Rev.  S.  A.  "Pa" 
Smith  of  Beulaville  who  used 
the  holiday  period  to  contact 
friends  for  the  project. 

Update  Through  January  3 

There  are  505  chairs 
available  to  be  contributed  by 
churches,  Sunday  school 
classes,  families,  individuals, 
Woman's  Auxiliaries,  Lay- 
man's  Leagues   or  Sunday 


schools.  The  chairs  may  be  donated  in  honor  (living)  or  in  memory 
(deceased)  of  persons  chosen  by  the  donor. 

The  chairs  will  be  used  for  conventions,  conferences  and  other 
church-related  events.  The  chairs,  along  with  the  1,250  bleacher 
seats,  will  provide  seating  capacity  for  more  than  2,000  people  on 
the  main  floor  of  College  Hall. 

Chairs  Needed  800  ($50  each)  $40,000 

Gifts  to  Date  295  14,750 

Balance 


505  Chairs 


295  Chairs  Through  January  3 

Donors 

Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Wallace  R.  Kirby,  Kenly 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Dessie  Warren 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  F.  Warren 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Eva  Jackson 

By  Mr.  George  C.  Jackson,  Greenville 
In  Honor  of  Rebecca  Davenport 

By  Fidelis  Memorial  Sunday  School  Class  of 

Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Davenport 

By  Mrs.  Rebecca  Davenport,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson 

By  Mrs.  Clarissa  E.  May,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Clem  and  Lila  Harrison 

By  Hildred  Harrison,  New  Bern 
Saint  Paul  MSC,  Newton  Grove 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Emma  W.  Oliver 

By  Mrs.  Flonnie  W.  Creech  and 

Mrs.  Renna  W.  Barnes,  Princeton 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Roper 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  F. 

Davenport 

By  Mrs.  D.  H.  Furlough,  Creswell 
Mrs.  Viola  B.  White,  Dover 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Warrick,  Newton  Grove 
Mrs.  Pearl  B.  Blalock,  Lucama 
Howell  Swamp  Layman's  League,  Walstonburg 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie  Mercer 

By  Nora  M.  Miller,  Beulaville 
Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover 
In  Memory  of  Henry  Clay  Herndon  Jr. 

By  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Herndon  and  Children,  Goldsboro 
Mrs.  Bertha  Tripp,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  L.  E.  Turnage 

By  Mrs.  L.  E.  Turnage 
Mrs.  Rom  W.  Mallard,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Rom  W.  Mallard 

By  Mrs.  Rom  W.  Mallard,  Mount  Olive 
King's  Cross  Roads,  Farmville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Wiggs,  Smithfield 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 

By  the  First  Church  of  Tarboro 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Jones 

By  the  First  Church  of  Tarboro 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  W.  Sanderson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elwood  B.  Sanderson,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Exum 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Exum,  Beulaville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  W.  Powell,  Kenansville 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Janice  H.  Jones 

By  Mr.  Kenneth  G.  Jones,  Beulaville 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Kenneth  G.  Jones 

By  Mrs.  Janice  H.  Jones,  Beulaville 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


$25,250 


Number 
of  Chairs 

8 
2 
1 


Amount 

$  400 
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50 

50 
50 

50 
150 
50 

100 
100 

50 
50 

50 
50 

250 
50 
150 

150 

50 

50 

50 
50 
50 
50 
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Foreign  Missions 


GOD'S  LOVE  SHARED  AMONG 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Philippines  has  endorsed  a  new 
ministry  of  teaching  the  Bible  in  the  elementary  schools.  Permis- 
sion was  granted  by  the  superintendent  of  public  schools  to 
Palawan  Bible  Institute  for  its  graduates  to  teach  Bible  in  the 
public  schools  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  780  of 
the  BPS  Service  Manual  and  of  Division  Letter  No.  3s,  1979. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  has  appointed  three  ladies,  who  are  in 
training  as  Bible  women,  to  teach  in  this  new  ministry.  They  are 
left  to  right:  Miss  Emy  Gabinete,  Miss  Leticia  Jardin  and  Miss 
Susan  dela  Rosa. 

Miss  Gabinete  is  a  member  of  the  Puerto  Princesa  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  and  a  1982  graduate  of  Palawan  Bible  Institute. 
Miss  Jardin  and  Miss  dela  Rosa  are  members  of  the  Canigaran 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  1983  graduates  of  Palawan  Bible  In- 
stitute. 


The  objective  of  this  new  ministry  is  to  expose  as  many  elemen- 
tary school  children  as  possible  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Some 
of  these  children  are  members  of  evangelical  churches.  Some  are 
members  of  cultic  groups.  Some  are  Catholic.  But  most  of  these 
children  do  not  attend  church  at  all.  It  is  such  a  great  opportunity  to 
be  able  to  set  the  Truth,  Jesus  Christ,  before  them. 
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These  ladies  are  working  ir! 
four  elementary  schools.  The 
children  must  get  their  parent's' 
permission  to  attend  the  class. I 
Attendance  is  on  a  voluntary  I 
basis.  Weekly  attendance  is  ap-ll 
proximately  450  to  475.  Isn't! 
that  wonderful? 

Will  you  stop  and  take  time  to  I 
pray  for  these  three  ladies  and 
their    elementary  school 
children?    You   and   I  can 
remember  so  well  the  love  of  I 
Jesus  Christ  for  little  children.  I 

Thank  you  and  may  God'i 
bless  you. 

Fred  Baker 

Missionary  to  the  Philippines  ; 


MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Special  announcement  and 
invitation  to  attend  a  one -day 
world  missions  conference  onl 
March  9, 1984,  sponsored  by  the  I 
Board   of   Foreign   Missions.  1 1 
Place,  Mount  Olive  College: 

The  morning  and  afternoon I 
sessions  will  be  held  on  thelj 
downtown  campus.  The  World 
Missions  Rally  that  night  will  I 
be  held  in  College  Hall. 

The  schedule  will  begin  at  9j 
a.m.  with  a  prayer  session.  I 
Seminars  will  start  at  10  a.m.  1 
There  will  be  a  banquet  for  all  1 
who  can  come  at  5  p.m. 

The  rally  will  begin  at  7:30 
p.m.   Dr.   William  Bennett,! 
pastor  of  the  7,500  member 
First   Baptist   Church,  Fortn 
Smith,  Arkansas,  will  be  the  I 
speaker  for  the  day. 

The  van  der  Plas  Family  will  I 
be  commissioned  for  service  to  1 
the  Philippines  during  the  ral-  N 

iy- 

An  exciting  program  of  lee-  ; 
tures,  seminars,  and  music  has  i 
been  planned  for  the  whole  day. 

Plan  now  to  attend.  Come  by 
bus,  car,  etc.,  but  come! 

This  is  going  to  be  a  great  day 
in  the  Lord.  I  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  then. 

Harold  Jones,  Director 
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Children's  Home 


MEMORIAL  CHAPEL  RECEIVING  REPAIRS 


Back  in  September  in  a  special  edition  of  the  "Children's  Home 
Life"  we  made  an  appeal  for  funds  to  help  meet  repair  costs  on 
Memorial  Chapel.  We  want  to  thank  each  church,  Sunday  school, 
auxiliary,  layman's  league  and  individual  friends  who  gave  to  help 
us  offset  this  additional  expense. 


Since  1952,  Memorial  Chapel 
has  stood  in  the  center  of  the 
campus  as  a  reminder  of  our 
mission  and  commitment  to 
Christianity  and  Christian  child 
care. 

JAMES  B.  HUNT  SR. 
HONORED  BY  NORTH 
CAROLINA  STATE  GRANGE 


The  roof  around  the  steeple  has  been  re-covered  which  was  one 
)f  our  major  costs.  Several  of  the  window  frames  have  been  re- 
placed and  other  repairs  completed.  The  repair  work  needed  to  be 
3one  before  the  winter  months.  We  still  need  your  assistance  in  the 
imount  of  $1,000  to  meet  this  expenditure.  If  you  or  your  church 
:ould  help  with  a  special  offering  it  would  be  an  answer  to  our 
prayers. 


James  B.  Hunt  Sr. 


James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  has  been 
named  "North  Carolina  Man  of 
the  Year."  Mr.  Hunt  was 
awarded  the  honor  by  the  North 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading  — Genesis  43-45 

I  SAW  ALSO  THE  LORD 
Humboldt,  in  his  Travels,  describes  his  ex- 
periences during  a  mighty  earthquake  and  ac- 
companying tornado.  He  was  filled  with  fear 
when  he  saw  the  churning  waters  receding  from 
the  bay.  His  vessel  toppled  over  on  the  beach. 
Huge  trees  were  uprooted.  Ominous,  black 
clouds  darkened  the  sky.  The  scene  was  terrify- 
ing. He  chanced  to  look  up  through  a  rift  in  the 
dark  cloud  and  there  he  saw  the  sun  shining  in  its 
glory!  Soon  the  earth  ceased  to  throb.  The  wind 
subsided.  The  sky  cleared,  and  the  sun  brought 
warmth  and  cheer. 

As  we  look  about  us  today,  we  see  much  to 
alarm  and  dismay  us.  We,  like  Isaiah,  see  totter- 
ing, crumbling  thrones.  But  Isaiah  saw  "also  the 
Lord." 


Midst  upheavals,  God  is  unchanged  and  un- 
changing— the  same  yesterday,  today  and 
forever.  "Thou  remainest!" 


MONDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Genesis  46-48 

AT  HEART,  AN  EAGLE 
A  farmer  caught  a  young  eagle  and  placed  it 
with  his  chickens.  The  eaglet  ate  with  them  and 
soon  adapted  itself  to  their  ways.  One  day  a 
naturalist  visited  the  farmer.  Seeing  the  eagle, 
he  said,  "That's  not  a  chicken.  That's  an  eagle." 
"That's  right,"  said  the  farmer,  "but  he's  no 
longer  an  eagle  in  his  nature.  He's  a  chicken 
now,  for  he  eats  chicken  feed  and  does 
everything  chickens  do.  He'll  never  fly  again!" 
"You're  wrong,"  said  the  naturalist.  "He's  an 
eagle  still,  because  he  has  the  heart  of  an  eagle." 
After  making  several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  get 
the  eagle  to  fly,  the  naturalist  carried  the  eagle 
to  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain  just  as  the  sun  was 
rising.  The  instant  the  eagle  got  a  vision  of  the 
rising  sun,  he  uttered  a  wild  scream  of  joy, 
stretched  his  wings,  and  mounted  higher  and 
higher  into  the  sky— never  to  return  to  the 
farmer. 


Oh,  for  a  vision  of  Jesus,  "the  Sun  of 
righteousness,"  that  we  may  "mount  up  with 
wings  as  eagles  .  .  .  run,  and  not  be  weary  .  .  . 
walk,  and  not  faint. " 


TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Genesis  49  — Exodus  1 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS 

A  group  of  people  listened  to  a  student,  whej 
had  been  a  navigator  in  a  crew  of  giant  bombers 
in  World  War  II.  He  said,  "My  guiding  my  ship 
across  the  unchartered  oceans  was  a  simple 
matter  indeed.  Why,  all  I  had  to  do  was  take  a 
couple  looks  at  the  stars,  and  then  look  in  a  book. 
That  book  would  tell  me  right  where  we  were, 
making  it  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  to 
our  destination! " 

God's  children  will  always  be  guided  aright 
when  they  do  two  things :  Look  to  Jesus  whom  the 
Bible  calls  "a  Star  of  Jacob,"  and  "the  bright 
and  morning  star,"  to  the  Book,  God's  im- 
perishable Word,  which  is  "a  lamp"  that 
"shineth  in  a  dark  place." 


Day  by  day,  dear  Lord, 
Of  Thee  three  things  I  pray: 
To  see  Thee  more  clearly, 
Love  Thee  more  dearly, 
Follow  Thee  more  nearly, 
Day  by  day. 


WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Exodus  2-4 

HE  GRABBED  FOR  THE  BRANCH! 
An  acquaintance  was  on  the  critical  list  in  a 
Chicago  hospital.  The  doctors  gave  no  hope  for 
his  recovery.  In  his  earlier  years  the  patient  had 
confessed  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  His  life  had  been 
characterized  by  neglect  and  failure  to  live  a| 
consistent  Christian  life.  Coming  close  to  death's 
door,  God,  in  mercy,  was  seeking  him.  In  vision, 
he  saw  himself  on  the  edge  of  a  deep,  dark 
chasm,  into  which  he  began  to  slip.  In  his 
helplessness  he  cried  to  God  to  save  him.  Im- 
mediately he  saw  an  overhanging  branch  which 
he  grabbed,  and  to  which  he  clung  tenaciously! 
Could  it  be  that  the  branch  which  he  saw  was  the  | 
Branch  of  Jeremiah's  prophecy,  the  Saviour- 
King?  "I  will  raise  unto  David  a  righteous 
Branch"  (Jeremiah  23:5).  The  patient  began  to 
pray.  He  recovered  and  gave  God  the  glory  for 
answering  prayer  and  delivering  him  from  the 
"horrible  pit!" 


If  you  want  to  be  distressed,  look  to  yourself. 
If  you  want  to  be  perplexed,  look  to  others.  If  you 
want  to  be  radiant,  look  to  Jesus:  "Looking  unto 
Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith" 
(Hebrews  12:2). 
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rHURSDAY, 
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Scripture  Reading— Exodus  5-7 

'TWAS  A  LOOK! 
What  can  strip  the  seeming  glory 

From  the  idols  of  the  earth? 
Not  a  sense  of  right  and  duty, 

But  a  sight  of  peerless  worth. 
'Tis  the  look  that  melted  Peter, 

"Tis  the  face  that  Stephen  saw, 
'Tis  the  heart  that  wept  with  Mary 

Can  alone  from  idols  draw. 
Draw,  and  win,  and  fill  completely, 

Till  the  cup  o' erf  lows  its  brim, 
What  have  we  to  do  with  idols 

Since  we've  companied  with  Him? 


Look  away  from  things  that  perish, 

Wood  and  stone  will  soon  decay, 
Fix  your  eyes  on  things  eternal, 

God  and  Heav  'n  will  stand  for  aye. 
He  is  able,  He  is  willing, 

He  will  guide  you  all  the  way; 
Take  your  eye  off  things  that  perish, 

Look  to  Him  and  trust  and  pray. 


FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 
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icripture  Reading  — Exodus  8-10 

POTENTIAL  SAINTS! 

Agostino  d'  Antonio,  a  sculptor  of  Florence, 
:taly,  wrought  diligently  but  unsuccessfully  on  a 
arge  piece  of  marble.  "I  can  do  nothing  with  it," 
le  finally  said.  Other  sculptors,  too,  worked  with 
he  piece  of  marble,  but  they,  too,  gave  up  the 
ask.  The  stone  was  discarded.  It  lay  on  a  rub- 
)ish  heap  for  forty  years. 

Out  strolling  one  day,  Michelangelo  saw  the 
itone  and  the  latent  possibilities  in  it.  It  was 
irought  to  his  studio.  He  began  to  work  on  it. 
Jltimately,  his  vision  and  work  were  crowned 
vith  success.  From  that  seemingly  worthless 
tone  was  carved  one  of  the  world's  master- 
tieces  of  sculpture— David! 

On  the  rubbish  heaps  of  the  skid  rows  of  our 
ities  are  humanly  hopeless  and  helpless 
liscarded  degenerates  who  are  potential  saints! 


Oh,  for  the  vision  to  see  them  and  others,  not 
s  they  are,  but  as  they  may  become  by  the 
rans forming  grace  of  God! 


SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 
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sripture  Reading— Exodus  11-13 

GOD,  GRANT  US  THE  VISION! 
Nate  Saint  wrote  a  short  while  before  he  and 
)ur  other  young  men  were  martyred  by  the 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


savage  Aucas  Indians,  as  they  sought  to  take  the 
gospel  to  them : 

"As  we  have  a  high  old  time  this  Christmas 
may  we  who  know  Christ  hear  the  cry  of  the 
damned  as  they  hurtle  headlong  into  the 
Christless  night  without  ever  a  chance.  May  we 
be  moved  with  compassion  as  our  Lord  was.  May 
we  shed  tears  of  repentance  for  those  whom  we 
have  failed  to  bring  out  of  darkness.  Beyond  the 
smiling  scenes  of  Bethlehem  may  we  see  the 
crushing  agony  of  Golgotha.  May  God  give  us  a 
new  vision  of  His  will  concerning  the  lost  and  our 
responsibility.  Would  that  we  could  comprehend 
the  lot  of  these  Stone-Age  people  who  live  in  mor- 
tal fear  of  ambush  on  the  jungle  trail  ....  Those 
to  whom  the  bark  of  a  gun  means  sudden, 
mysterious  death  ....  Those  who  think  all  the 
men  in  the  world  are  killers  like  themselves.  If 
God  would  grant  us  the  vision,  the  word 
'sacrifice'  would  disappear  from  our  lips  and 
thoughts.  We  would  hate  the  things  that  now 
seem  dear  to  us,  our  lives  would  suddenly  be  too 
short,  we  would  despise  time-robbing  distrac- 
tions, and  charge  the  enemy  with  all  our  energy 
in  the  name  of  Christ.  May  God  help  us  to  judge 
by  the  eternity  that  separates  the  Aucas  from  the 
comprehension  of  Christmas  and  Him  who, 
though  He  was  rich  yet  for  our  sakes  became 
poor,  so  that  we  through  His  poverty  might  be 
made  rich." 


Open  my  eyes,  that  I  may  see 

This  one  and  that  one  needing  Thee: 

Hearts  that  are  dumb,  unsatisfied; 

Lives  that  are  dark,  for  whom  Christ  died. 

Open  my  eyes  in  sympathy 

Clear  into  man's  deep  soul  to  see; 

Wise  with  Thy  wisdom  to  discern, 

And  with  Thy  heart  of  love  to  yearn. 

Open  my  eyes  in  power,  I  pray; 

Give  me  the  strength  to  speak  today, 

Someone  to  bring,  dear  Lord,  to  Thee; 

Use  me,  O  Lord,  use  even  me. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation  still 
has  a  limited  supply  1 
of  1984  calendars 
available.  These  cal- 
endars are  like  the 
ones  found  inside  the 
December  28,  1983,  issue  of  this  publica- 
tion. If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  one 
more— or  some  more— of  the  calendars, 
contact  the  Press  by  writing  Box  158, 
Ayden,  NC  28513-0158;  or  by  calling  (919) 
746-6128.  The  cost  of  the  calendars  is  25* 
each,  plus  shipping  and  handling. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson1 


For  January  15 

VISION  AND  MISSION 

Lesson  Text:  Isaiah  6:1-8 
Memory  Verse :  Isaiah  6 : 8 

The  prophets  of  God  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  the  apostles 
in  the  New  were  alike  in  two  im- 
portant respects.  They  knew 
that  their  message  was  divinely 
given,  and  this  knowledge  gave 
them  a  deep  feeling  of  urgency 
about  their  mission.  The  Apos- 
tle Paul  declared,  "I  must 
make  it  clear  to  you,  my 
friends,  that  the  gospel  you 
heard  me  preach  is  no  human 
invention.  I  did  not  take  it  over 
from  any  man;  no  man  taught 
it  me;  I  received  it  through  a 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ" 
(Galatians  1:11,  12,  The  New 
English  Bible).  Paul  was  cer- 
tain of  this.  On  the  Damascus 
road  he  had  encountered  the 
risen  Christ  himself;  an  ex- 
perience that  turned  him 
around,  changing  his  life  com- 
pletely (Acts  22:5-16). 
Henceforth  he  was  a  man  with 
a  message  from  God.  He  spoke 
because  he  could  not  keep  from 
speaking. 

Others  had  a  similar  ex- 
perience. Jeremiah  asserted, 
"The  word  of  the  LORD  came 
unto  me"  (Jeremiah  1:4),  and 
then  he  lived  as  one  to  whom 
the  word  had  come.  When  the 
prophets  spoke  of  their  stand- 
ing in  the  counsel  of  the  Lord, 
they  were  not  referring  to  some 
inner  (subjective)  mystical  ex- 
perience. Theirs  was  an  en- 
counter with  God,  person  to 
person— such  an  encounter  as 
to  incite  them  to  action.  There 
have  been,  and  are,  many 
mystics  whose  meditations 
carry  them  into  the  surrealistic 
realm,  and  for  whom  con- 
sciousness of  the  world  fades 
away.  Some  such  even  enter- 
tain the  delusion  that  they  par- 
take of  the  divine  nature.  This 
never  was  true  of  the  prophets. 
In  the  presence  of  God  they 
realized  only  too  well  their  own 


human  nature.  Instead  of  at- 
tempting to  transcend  the 
world,  they  were  motivated  by 
the  realization  of  the  presence 
of  God  in  the  world. 

The  prophets  saw  themselves 
as  servants  of  the  Lord,  heralds 
of  His  Word.  So  strongly  did 
Jeremiah  feel  this  compulsion 
that  he  admitted,  "If  I  say,  'I 
will  not  mention  him  or  speak 
any  more  in  his  name,'  his  word 
is  in  my  heart  like  a  burning 
fire,  shut  up  in  my  bones.  I  am 
weary  of  holding  it  in;  indeed,  I 
cannot"  (Jeremiah  20:9,  New 
International  Version).  The 
prophets  spoke  because  they 
could  not  keep  silent.  This  was 
precisely  Isaiah's  experience. 
He  did  not  seek  the  prophetic 
office;  there  were  enough  self- 
appointed  false  prophets 
already. 

When  Isaiah  was  born,  Uz- 
ziah  reigned  in  Jerusalem  as 
king  of  Judah.  For  the  most 
part  he  was  a  good  king,  and 
certainly  he  was  a  capable  and 
popular  leader.  During  his  long 
reign  of  fifty-two  years  the  na- 
tion was  more  prosperous  than 
at  any  time  since  the  reign  of 
Solomon  some  two  hundred 
years  earlier. 

Uzziah  subdued  neighboring 
peoples  (2  Chronicles  26:6-8). 
He  strengthened  Jerusalem 
and  also  built  fortifications 
elsewhere.  He  promoted  agri- 
culture and  animal  husbandry 
and  opened  many  wells  to  pro- 
vide water  for  the  extensive 
flocks  and  herds  of  the  land.  He 
rebuilt  the  seaport  of  Elath  on 
the  Gulf  of  Aqaba,  and  thus  had 
a  trade  route  through  the  Red 
Sea.  All  of  these  pursuits  con- 
tributed to  the  prosperity  of  the 
area  for  his  people.  Back  of 
them  all,  however,  was  another 
factor  that  must  not  be 
overlooked;  Uzziah  "sought 
God  .  .  .  and  as  long  as  he 
sought  the  LORD,  God  made 
him  to  prosper"  (2  Chronicles 
26:5). 

Even  so,  conditions  were  not 
good  in  Judah  in  the  declining 


years  of  Uzziah.  The  peopj 
were  outwardly  religious  bi 
the  worship  of  God  had  lost  il 
spiritual  and  moral  characte: 
The  fact  that  God  is  holy  an 
righteous  and  demands  rigl 
teousness  of  His  people  wa 
forgotten  or  ignored.  In  spite  ( 
the  good  economic  climat< 
many  were  in  abject  povert 
because  of  unscrupulous  pro 
iteers  in  the  marketplace  an 
crooked  judges  in  the  court; 
Leaders  in  government  wer 
rebellious  against  God  and  the 
associated  with  underworl 
characters  and  hoodlums.  The 
took  bribes  and  perverte 
justice  (Isaiah  1:23).  The  time 
were  foreboding,  therefore 
when  Isaiah  was  called  to  be 
prophet. 

We  have  stated  that  th 
prophets  were  not  mystics 
When  they  spoke  of  seeing  Go 
and  hearing  Him  speak,  the 
were  not  describing  som 
mystical  experience  but  a 
historical  event  in  their  live: 
We  may  not  see  God,  as  the 
did,  in  some  miraculoui 
fashion.  Yet  still  we  ma 
behold  His  glory,  and  the  ej 
perience  can  become  for  us  " 
fire  in  our  bones,"  as  wit 
Jeremiah,  demanding  relea^ 
in  loving  service. 

James  Watt  saw  the  lid  of  hi 
mother's  teakettle  lifted  by  th 
pressure  of  the  steam  inside 
"There  is  power,"  he  said  t 
himself,  and  set  about  devisinl 
a  way  to  utilize  that  power  fc| 
good.  The  result,  as  we  knova 
was  the  steam  engine.  And  thai 
is  nothing  compared  with  th] 
power  available  from  above] 
waiting  to  be  incorporated  intj 
the  lives  of  those  who  have  see] 
God's  glory. 

And  then  there  is  the  more  ir| 
timate  and  personal  view  of  thl 
glory  of  God  as  seen  in  Chria 
Jesus  the  Son  (John  1:14).  Her] 
is  revealed  the  compassion  m 
God,  His  love,  and  His  power  tl 
save.  Who  can  look  and  not  b| 
challenged? — Standard  Lessom 
Commentary 
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JAMES  B.  HUNT  SR. 
HONORED 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

irolina  Grange  at  the  State 
Hivention. 

In  connection  with  the  award, 
ng  time  Grange  leader 
Dbert  H.  Caldwell  said,  "Your 
cent  recognition  as  'North 
irolina  Man  of  the  Year'  was 

1  honor  and  recognition  most 
iserved.  You  and  Mrs.  Hunt 
ive  been  rocks  as  solid  as 
Ibraltar  through  the  years, 
le  leadership  which  you  have 
ovided,  the  personal  time  and 
penses  which  you  have  so 
sely  shared,  the  love  and  con- 
rn  for  others,  all  have  been 
,rt  of  the  Hunt  life.  Those  of  us 

10  have  come  in  contact  with 
>u  have  been  blessed  by  it." 

A  Guilford  County  native, 
r.  Hunt  has  planted  over 
0,000  pine  trees  on  his  own 
operty.  He  is  an  active 
ember  of  the  North  Carolina 
ate  Grange  Tobacco  Commit- 
e  and  presently  serves  as  the 
aster  of  the  Wilson  County 
"ange.  He  serves  on  the 
>restry  Advisory  Council  to 
e  North  Carolina  State 
>rester. 

Hunt's  accomplishments  in- 
ude:  a  B.S.  degree  in 
jriculture  from  North 
irolina  State;   pioneered  in 

11  conservation,  employed  by 
3  United  States  Department 
Agriculture;  worked  in  Soil 
mservation  Service  for  32 
ars  in  Guilford,  Cleveland, 
amance,  Wake  and  Wilson 
•unties ;  served  eight  years  on 
ue  Cured  Tobacco  Marketing 
>mmittee  with  represen- 
tees from  five  states ;  served 
years  on  the  Coastal  Plains 
igional  Commission,  assist- 
%  the  sections  of  Virginia, 
>rth  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
;orgia,  and  Florida;  assisted 
•anges  in  Wilson,  Johnston, 
ish,  Greene,  and  Pitt  Coun- 
ts as  North  Carolina  State 
•ange  Deputy;  and  served  on 

2  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
>rth  Carolina  Grange  Mutual 
surance  Company. 
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Hunt  has  served  his  church  as  superintendent  of  Marsh  Swamp 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Sunday  school  from  1942-1972. 

He  is  married  to  Elsie  Brame  Hunt  of  Rock  Ridge  in  Wilson 
County.  They  have  two  sons,  Robert  Brame  Hunt,  a  psychiatric 
social  worker  with  Veterans  Hospital  in  Durham,  and  James  B. 
Hunt  Jr.,  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

In  Memory  of  Sam  McLawhorn  2  100 

By  Mrs.  Maggie  McLawhorn,  Winterville 
Riverside  YFA  and  AFC,  Princeton  l  50 

In  Honor  of  E.  Matthew  Prescott  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Rhoda  B.  Prescott,  New  Bern  1  50 

In  Honor  of  Phillip  M.  Prescott,  New  Bern  l  50 

By  Mrs.  Rhoda  B.  Prescott,  New  Bern 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Willie  H.  Willoughby  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Dilday  and  Family, 

New  Carrollton,  Maryland 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Baldree  2  100 

By  Baldree's  Incorporated,  New  Bern 
In  Honor  of  Wanda  Johnson  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Pearl  R.  Johnson,  Raleigh 
In  Honor  of  James  A.  Lovette  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  W.  Lovette,  Deep  Run 
In  Honor  of  Debra  A.  Lovette  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  W.  Lovette,  Deep  Run 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Mason,  Oriental  1  50 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Sutton,  Deep  Run  1  50 

In  Memory  of  Theodore  R.  Slade  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Theodore  R.  Slade,  Merritt 
Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims  6  300 

Anonymous  1  50 

In  Memory  of  Leonidas  and  Mable  Chase  Rollins  2  100 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  E.  Rollins,  La  Grange 
Mrs.  Ethel  Mae  Allen,  Four  Oaks  1  50 

Mr.  Ernest  M.  Allen,  Four  Oaks  1  50 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  L.  Worthington  l  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Worthington,  Ayden 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Davenport  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Roy  E.  Davenport,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Oscar  E.  Herring  1  50 

By  Mr.  Oscar  E.  Herring  Jr.  and  Family,  La  Grange 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Katie  Garris  Herring  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Oscar  E.  Herring  Jr.  and  Family,  La  Grange 
In  Memory  of  Nina  H.  Beaman  1  50 

By  the  Rev.  N.  D.  Beaman,  Snow  Hill 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brown  l  50 

By  Mrs.  Auline  Lanier,  Beulaville 
Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive  4  200 

In  Memory  of  Clingman  W.  Kirby  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Esther  L.  Kirby  and  Family,  Lucama 
Ladies  and  Men's  Sunday  School  Classes 

of  Beulaville  Church  l  50 

In  Memory  of  Elder  W.  B.  Smith  1  50 

By  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  B.  Smith  1  50 

By  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Archie  Lanier  l  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  A.  Lanier,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cy  Thomas  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  A.  Lanier,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  John  D.  Home  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  R.  Edwards,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Warren  A.  Thomas  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Verdia  H.  Thomas,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Mattie  K.  Home  l  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  B.  Frazelle,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Theodore  West  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  West,  Roseboro 

Totals  (December  22  through  January  3)  99  $4,950 
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OFF 

Sheet  music  &  music 
books,  tapes  &  albums  —in 

stock  Hymnals  not  included. 


At  the 

^Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

bookstores  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern, 
Smithfield,  Wilson  and  Whiteville. 
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Submission  Brings  Peace 

A  highly  respected  pastor  astonished  his  congregation  one 
Sunday  morning  when  he  began  his  opening  remarks.  The 
gentleman  reached  into  his  coat  pocket,  pulled  out  a  folded  let- 
ter and  held  it  in  the  air.  He  continued  by  explaining  that  it 
was  a  letter  of  resignation  that  he  had  been  carrying  around 
for  three  years.  The  minister  was  discouraged,  feeling  that  he 
had  to  waste  much  of  his  energy  performing  many  trivialities 
that  were  far  different  from  his  concept  of  what  the  ministry 
was.  Church  members  found  it  easy  to  complain  about  atten- 
dance and  offering  totals,  yet  these  same  individuals  were 
among  his  worst  attenders  and  tithers.  This  pastor  was 
defeated  and  frustrated  because  he  failed  to  see  signs  of 
spiritual  growth  among  the  members  of  his  congregation.  He 
tried  to  guide  his  congregation  to  a  level  of  spiritual  maturity 
but  found  his  efforts  fruitless.  "But,"  he  said,  "if  it  weren't  for 
the  'Jonathans,'  I  would  have  read  it  a  long  time  ago."  In  the 
midst  of  the  congregation  there  were  those  who  had  bloomed; 
and  he  had  stayed  for  them.  (Jonathan's  love  for  David 
grew— in  the  midst  of  turmoil.)  This  pastor  was  miserable 
because  there  were  those  who  stood  between  him  and  his  call- 
ing. 

Our  Lord  made  it  clear  that  everyone  is  called  into  a  cer- 
tain profession  according  to  his  abilities.  And  the  Apostle  Paul 
admonishes  us : 

God  has  given  each  of  you  some  special  abilities;  be 
sure  to  use  them  to  help  each  other,  passing  on  to  others 
God's  many  kinds  of  blessings.  Are  you  called  to 
preach?  Then  preach  as  though  God  himself  were 
speaking  through  you.  Are  you  called  to  help  others?  Do 
it  with  all  the  strength  and  energy  that  God  supplies,  so 
that  God  will  be  glorified  through  Jesus  Christ  (1  Peter 
4:10,  11,  Living  Bible). 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  every  call  is  a  worthy 
call— a  call  for  us  to  do  our  best.  Now  there  are  corporate 
presidents  who  are  absolutely  miserable  and  there  are 
domestic  engineers  who  are  victoriously  happy.  What  makes 
the  difference?  you  ask.  Well,  one  does  all  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  other  does  not.  You  can  hold  your  head  high  and  be 
happy  when  you  are  at  peace  with  God  and  yourself  about  your 
calling  and  your  answer  to  that  calling. 

This  I  know  well.  The  two  avenues  of  service  I  enjoy  the 
most  are  youth  work  and  graphics.  Nothing  thrills  me  any 
more  than  to  see  the  expression  on  a  young  person's  face  when 
he  comes  to  know  the  reality  of  God;  few  things  are  more 
fulfilling  than  to  see  young  people  united  and  "on  fire"  for  the 
Lord,  especially  when  those  young  people  are  eager  to  know 
more  of  Him.  A  printed  page  also  fascinates  me— I  love  to  see 
hours  of  planning  and  preparation  turned  into  a  work  of  "art." 
I  also  know  the  demands  of  these  callings.  Both  require 
nothing  short  of  one's  best.  But  any  job  worth  doing  is  worth 
doing  well. 

Often,  though,  we  confuse  the  person  who  is  called  with 
the  One  who  calls  him.  One  is  perfect;  the  other  is  not. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  OPENS 
$3  MILLION  COLLEGE  HALL 


Mount  Olive  College  opened  the  doors 
Saturday  to  its  $3  million  College  Hall  and  what 
was  proclaimed  as  a  new  era  of  service  in  the 
institution's  30-year  history. 

Some  2,000  people  were  on  hand  for  the 
grand  opening  and  a  tour  of  the  growing  cam- 
pus of  what  this  year  becomes  the  first  four- 
year  college  in  the  history  of  North  Carolina's 
Free  Will  Baptists. 

Governor  Jim  Hunt,  whose  father  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  institution's  Board  of  Trustees, 
described  the  College  as  being  "what  the  state, 
the  nation  and  mankind  need. " 

College  Hall  is  a  physical  education-athle- 
tic-civic and  convention  center  designed  to 
serve  not  only  the  school  but  the  denomination 
and  the  entire  community. 

With  a  seating  capacity  of  more  than  2,000, 
it  is  the  largest  facility  of  its  kind  in  this  area 
of  the  state. 

Governor  Hunt  noted  that  the  state's  Free 
Will  Baptists  had  embarked  on  their  higher 
education  program  with  only  $6.17  in  their 
budget. 

They  began  the  ltberal  arts  institution  in  an 
abandoned  public  school  building  bought  "on 
time"  for  $25,000. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege president,  and  Byron  Bryan,  speaking  for 
the  community,  pointed  out  that  the  new  struc- 
ture would  provide  opportunities  for  civic, 
cultural,  educational,  recreational  and  other 
programs  not  heretofore  available  in  this  area. 

Until  now  the  school  had  to  rent  facilities 
for  basketball  and  its  other  indoor  athletic 
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functions.  Athletic  Director  Robert  McEvoy 
said  plans  already  are  underway  to  greatly  ex- 
pand basketball  and  other  sports  camps  held 
there  annually. 

While  dedication  of  the  new  facility  will  be 
held  later,  the  grand  opening  attracted  one  of 
the  largest  groups  ever  to  come  to  the  campus. 

One  of  the  most  popular  events  of  the  after- 
noon was  a  performance  by  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Singers  who  drew  a  prolonged  ovation 
for  a  selection  of  patriotic  numbers. 

Providing  music  throughout  the  program 
were  the  college  Concert  Choir  and  the  North 
Carolina  Symphony  Brass  Quintet. 

College  Hall  was  constructed  by  T.  A.  Lov- 
ing Company  of  Goldsboro  at  less  cost  and  in 
less  time  than  had  been  projected. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  Governor 
Hunt  was  presented  a  carving  of  cardinals— the 
state  bird— by  Bobby  Ackiss,  recognized  as  one 
of  the  nation's  top  carvers  of  bird  and  wildfowl. 
His  wife  has  worked  at  the  college  for  many 
years. 

The  governor  was  introduced  by  Con- 
gressman Charlie  Whitley. 

Also  having  parts  on  the  program  were 
James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  chairman  of  the  Board; 
S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  William  P.  Franklin  of 
T.  A.  Loving  Company,  College  Vice  President 
for  Finance  James  Coats,  Finance  Chairman 
L.  Marvin  Edwards  Jr.,  State  Free  Will  Baptist 
Convention  President  Gary  M.  Bailey,  Student 
Government  Association  President  Earl  Worley 
Jr.,  and  the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes,  president  of 
the  State  Convention  Ministerial  Association. 
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6  STEPS  TO  EFFECTIVE 
DISCIPLE  MAKING 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Dii/est,  P.O.  Box  5199, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216.) 

Part  2 


It.  Enhancing  your  witness. 
As  you  think  and  plan  how  to 
communicate  God's  love  to 
your  Extended  Family,  the 
question  naturally  arises,  "But 
what  do  I  say?"  To  find  the 
answer  to  that  question,  let's 
turn  to  the  Bible. 

In  searching  Scripture  to 
answer  the  question,  "What  do 
I  say,"  one  is  impressed  that 
there  is  no  one  simple  formula 
that  was  used.  Every  situation 
was  different.  Jesus,  in 
teaching  His  disciples  to  be 
fishers  of  men,  used  many  dif- 
ferent models.  From  Nico- 
demus,  the  religious  ruler  who 
was  told  he  needed  to  be  "born 
again,"  to  the  woman  of 
Samaria  who  was  offered  water 
of  eternal  life,  to  the  thief  on  the 
Cross  who  asked  only  to  be 
remembered  when  Christ  came 
into  His  kingdom.  Each  situa- 
tion presented  different  needs, 
portrayed  different  relation- 
ships, used  different  words, 
brought  a  different  response. 
Each  situation  was  unique. 

However,  while  there  was  not 
one  formula,  there  were  com- 
mon demoninators  of  the  gospel 
presentations  which  appeared 
again  and  again  in  biblical 
models.  What  were  they? 

The  assumption  of  man's  sin- 
ful nature.  The  teachings  of 
Jesus,  the  Apostles,  the  Early 
Church  all  assume  the  common 
sinfulness  of  mankind.  Because 
of  man's  sinful  nature,  the 
gospel  embodies  a  call  to  repen- 
tance and  faith.  Scripture 
abounds  with  the  recognition  of 
the  sinfulness  of  mankind:  "All 
of  us  like  sheep  have  gone 
astray.  Each  of  us  has  turned  to 
his  own  way,  but  the  Lord  has 
caused  the  iniquity  of  us  all  to 
fall  on  Him."  Indeed,  there  is 
not  a  righteous  man  on  earth 


who  continually  does  good  and 
who  never  sins.  "All  have 
sinned  and  and  come  short  of 
the  glory  of  God."  "...  His  laws 
serve  only  to  make  us  see  we 
are  sinners."  "If  we  say  we 
have  no  sin,  we  are  only  fooling 
ourselves  and  refusing  to  ac- 
cept the  truth." 

The  focal  point  —  Jesus 
Christ.  People  in  the  New 
Testament  did  not  respond  to  a 
series  of  theological  proposi- 
tions. They  responded  to  a  per- 
son—Jesus Christ.  "Come  and 
see  .  .  .  we  have  found  the 
Messiah,"  said  Andrew. 
"Come,  see  a  man  ...  is  not  this 
the  Christ?"  asked  the  woman 
at  the  well.  "We  have  met  the 
man  spoken  of  in  the  Law," 
Philip  told  Nathaniel. 

The  target  for  witness — 
responsive  people.  Jesus  told 
His  followers:  "As  you  enter 
his  house,  give  it  your  blessing 
.  .  .  but  if  no  one  will  welcome 
you,  or  even  listen  to  what  you 
have  to  say,  leave  that  house  or 
town,  and  once  outside  it,  shake 
the  dust  of  that  place  from  your 
feet  .  .  .  ."  Jesus  was  instruct- 
ing His  disciples  to  identify  re- 
ceptive people  and  communi- 
cate the  Good  News  to  them. 

Throughout  the  New  Testa- 
ment we  are  instructed  to  focus 
on  people  who  are  willing  to 
listen  and  respond:  "He  that 
has  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear." 
"Turn  your  eyes  unto  the  fields 
that  are  already  white  unto 
harvest."  "The  seed  sown  on 
good  soil  is  the  man  who  hears 
and  understands  .  .  .  ." 

The  starting  place — the  per- 
son's need.  Jesus'  ministry  of 
healing  focused  on  people's 
needs  .  .  .  then  their  healing  .  .  . 
then  their  following  of  Christ. 
"They  that  are  whole  need  not  a 
physician,  but  they  that  are 


sick."  The  Christian  commit- 
ment one  sees  in  Scripture  iij 
not  based  on  a  series  off 
theological  propositions  to 
believe  in,  but  on  a  faith  that! 
makes  people  whole.  "Then  He! 
said  to  her,  'My  daughter,  your 
faith  has  made  you  whole.'  " 

The  instrument  of  God — peo- 
ple. God  uses  people,  in  most 
cases,  to  bring  other  people  to 
Himself.  Conversions  do  not 
take  place  in  a  vacuum.  Philip 
was  there  to  interpret  the  Scrip- 
ture for  the  Ethiopian.  Peter! 
was  there  to  help  Cornelius.' 
Paul  was  there  to  help  Lydia. 
When  the  people  in  the  New 
Testament  came  to  faith,  they 
came  through  the  influence  and 
help  of  others. 

The  proclamation — the 
"kerygma. "  There  were  impor- 
tant essentials  that  comprised! 
that  first  Good  News  pro- 
claimed by  the  Early  Church. 
The  kerygma  (a  Greek  noun 
meaning  "proclamation"  or 
"preached  message")  was  the 
earliest  gospel  Christ's  apostles 
took  out  to  their  world.  Ar- 
chibald Hunter  reviews  the 
essentials  of  this  kerygma. 
"The  prophesies  are  fulfilled! 
.  .  .  the  Messiah  has  come.  He  is 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  servant 
of  the  Lord  .  .  .  who  was 
crucified  according  to  God's 
purpose,  was  raised  from  the 
dead  on  the  third  day,  is  now 
exalted  to  God's  right  hand, 
and  will  come  in  glory  for  judg- 
ment.  Therefore,  repent, 
believe  this  Good  News,  and  be 
baptized  for  the  forgiveness  of 
your  sins  and  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

This  message  was  preached 
by  all  the  apostles.  At 
Pentecost,  Peter  preached, 
"Therefore  let  all  the  house  of 
Israel  know  for  certain  that 
God  has  made  Him  both  Lord 
and  Christ."  Paul  proclaimed 
that  through  Christ,  "God  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified 
in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels, 
preached  unto  the  Gentiles, 
believed  on  in  the  world,  re- 
ceived up  into  glory." 
(Continued  Next  Week) 
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THE  CHURCH 
LOOKS  AT  DIVORCE 

by  De  Wayne  Eakcs 
Part  2 

I  am  aware  of  one  specific  incidence  in 
which  a  man  had  been  a  long-time  upstanding 
leader  in  his  church.  He  was  nominated  for  the 
office  of  deacon.  The  pastor  and  some  others 
blocked  the  nomination  because  he  had  been 
divorced  and  remarried.  The  man  was  a 
member  in  good  standing,  a  leader,  faithful  in 
attendance,  and  a  tither,  but  he  could  not  be  a 
deacon.  He  was,  in  effect,  relegated  to  a 
"second-class  church  membership  and  a 
second-class  Christianity." 

Divorced  persons  who  are  Christians  are 
Christians  who  have  failed  in  a  tremendously 
significant  aspect  of  life.  "They  are  still  Chris- 
tians, however,  and  they  have  a  proper  and  im- 
portant place  in  the  Christian  fellowship"  (p. 
50,  Roger  Crook). 

The  problem  of  marriage  failure  is  not 
minimized,  it  is  serious;  nor  do  I  minimize  the 
importance  of  offices  held  in  the  church  or 
qualifications  for  office.  If  we  literally  enforced 
ill  the  qualifications  everybody  would  be  dis- 
qualified. The  Bible  and  church  must  present  to 
all  persons  the  highest  ideals  of  Christian  con- 
duct. 

The  church  quite  properly  tries  to  entrust  leadership 
to  the  best  qualified  persons.  To  have  a  regulation, 
however,  which  bars  a  person  who  is  in  good  stand- 
ing from  the  church  from  holding  an  office  is  a  bit 
hypocritical.  It  is  to  say,  "You  may  have  a  limited 
membership  in  the  Christian  community.  You  may 
do  this,  but  not  that.  You  may  worship.  You  may  con- 
tribute your  money.  But  you  may  not  contribute  your 
services"  (p.  61,  Roger  Crook). 

I  hope  and  pray  that  we  are  not  doing  that 
to  our  people  who  come  needing  healing, 
jnderstanding  and  forgiveness.  Divorce  brings 
snough  guilt.  As  the  church  we  certainly  do  not 
need  to  compound  it.  We  need  to  incorporate 
these  people  into  our  fellowship  just  as  we  do 
any  other  sinner.  We  need  to  use  their  talents, 
abilities  and  gifts  in  whatever  ways  God  may 
open  to  them. 

As  you  know  our  denomination  does  not 
pronounce  moral  "Canons"  on  these  issues.  It 
is  left  up  to  the  minister  and  the  church  to  set 
policy  on  this  issue  of  divorce.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  in  1950  the  Western  Conference 
passed  a  motion  forbidding  the  licensing  and 
ordination  of  people  who  were  divorced.  In  1981 
that  motion  was  rescinded  recognizing  that 
divorce  or  even  adultery  are  sins,  but  they  can 


be  forgiven,  and  if  God  can  forgive  these  sins, 
we  must  do  so! 

III.  Toward  Developing  a  Theology  of  Divorce. 

I  believe  that  Jesus  meant  what  He  said 
about  the  most  important  commandment  (Mat- 
thew 22:37-40).  He  said  that  when  you  have 
fulfilled  this  commandment  you  have  fulfilled 
or  satisfied  the  demands  of  the  Law  and  the  ex- 
hortations of  the  prophets.  I  believe  that  this 
"Greatest  Commandment"  calls  the  Christian 
who  takes  seriously  his  discipleship  to  do  the 
most  loving  thing  in  any  given  situation.  Jesus 
always  did;  is  He  not  our  example?  According 
to  Jesus  the  supreme  commandment  is  love.  It 
is  not  always  easy  to  do  the  "Loving  thing." 

I  will  share  with  you  what  I  believe  about 
divorce  and  remarriage: 

1.  I  believe  that  marriage  is  intended  by  God  to 
be  a  permanent  union  between  one  man  and  one 
woman. 

2.  I  believe  that  real  or  genuine  "Holy 
Matrimony"  is  a  covenant  relationship  between  God 
and  the  couple. 

3.  I  believe  that  the  only  basis  for  marriage  is 
genuine  love  — "Love  is  allowing  the  other  person  to 
be  who/what  they  are  without  trying  to  mold  them  in- 
to what  you  want  them  to  be."  (Only  God  can  really 
change  a  human  being,  let's  leave  re-creation  to  the 
Creator. ) 

4.  I  believe  that  divorce  is  both  a  tragedy  (for 
everyone  included)  and  an  evil  resulting  from  sin.  It 
is  a  manifestation  of  evil.  It  is  the  breaking  of  the 
basic  human  relationship,  one  intended  to  form  the 
deepest  and  most  intimate  relationship  that  any  two 
persons  can  share. 

5.  Some  divorces  clearly  result  from  sin  and 
selfish  actions  of  one  or  both  people  involved.  Other 
divorces,  resulting  from  evil  and  causing  pain,  may 
or  may  not  be  acts  of  sin. 

6.  Is  divorce  an  evidence  of  sin/evil?  Yes!  Is  it 
an  unforgiveable  sin?  No! 

7.  Divorce  often  is  a  choice  between  the  lesser 
of  two  evils,  not  a  choice  between  good  and  evil. 

a.  I  believe  to  live  with  a  person  without 
really  loving  them  in  the  context  of  mar- 
riage is  just  as  much  sin  as  to  live  with 
someone  without  being  married! 

b.  When  one  party  physically  or  emotionally 
abuses  the  spouse,  which  is  worse,  to  live  in 
a  literal  "hell"  or  to  divorce? 

8.  The  issue  is  not  whether  divorce  is  painful  or 
a  result  of  sin.  Normally  it  is  both  and  very  rarely 
will  you  find  a  completely  "innocent  party."  Here  is 
the  real  question:  Among  the  available  options 
(desertion,  continuation  of  a  bad  marriage,  perma- 
nent separation,  divorce,  homicide,  suicide),  which  is 
the  best  or  most  "human' '/loving  solution? 

9.  I  believe  that  divorce  is,  at  times,  the  only 
reasonable  or  "Christian"  solution. 

10.  I  also  believe  that  divorce  is  a  "last  ditch" 
effort  to  be  used  only  after  all  other  avenues  have 
been  genuinely  tried  and  have  failed.  ( One  of  the  first 
questions  I  ask  a  person  who  comes  to  me  with 
marital  problems  is,  "Do  you  want  to  work  on  saving 
your  marriage?"  "Why  do  you  want  to  save  it?") 

11.  God  desires  faithfulness  in  marriage  as  He 
does  all  other  relationships.  The  purpose  of  marriage 
is  for  the  mutual  fulfillment  of  both  parties. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 
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A  LOVING  TRIBUTE  IN  CELEBRATION 
OF  THE  BEAUTIFUL  LIFE  OF  MOTHER  JANE  WARREN 


Marshall  and  Jane  Warren 


On  January  23,  1983,  she 
quietly  slipped  away  from  our 
midst  for  her  heavenly 
homecoming.  Oh!  how  we  miss 
her.  Each  Sabbath  day  here  at 
Saint  Paul  Church,  Newton 
Grove,  we  are  keenly  aware  of 
the  vacancy  on  the  right  side  of 
the  sanctuary,  second  pew, 
which  she  occupied  so  many 
wonderful  years.  She  would 
have  been  eighty-eight  years 
old,  April  3.  Those  years  were 
filled  with  usefulness  and 
labors  of  love.  She  truly  ex- 
emplified the  beautiful  poem, 
'  'Let  Me  Live  in  a  House  by  the 
Side  of  the  Road  and  Be  a 
Friend  of  Man."  She  truly  was 
a  friend  to  mankind,  especially 
the  less  fortunate.  She  was  a 
compassionate,  loving,  caring 
and  sharing  person.  A  truly 
special  lady! 

She  was  born  on  April  3,  1895. 
Her  parents  were  Joe  and  Hep- 
sie  Bass.  At  19,  she  became  the 
lovely  bride  of  Marshall  War- 
ren, a  very  fine  young 
gentleman,  a  neighbor  from  a 
highly  respected  and  promi- 
nent family.  They  shared  sixty 
years  of  marriage,  until  his 
death  at  age  eighty-four,  on 
June  19,  1974.  They  were  a 
wonderful  couple  who  brought 


many  blessings  to  our  com- 
munity and  especially  to  our 
church.  Their  only  child, 
Dewey,  and  his  precious  wife, 
the  former  Annie  Laura  Britt, 
presented  Daddy  Marshall  and 
Mother  Jane  six  fine  grand- 
children which  proved  to  be  the 
crowning  joy  of  their  lives. 
Great  grandchildren  added 
even  more  happiness  to  this 
close-knit  family. 

In  retrospect  we  can  truly  ap- 
preciate Daddy  Marshall  and 
Mother  Jane  even  more.  We  all 
affectionately  use  these  names 
whether  we're  family  or 
friends.  Their  golden  deeds  are 
monuments  to  the  beautiful 
lives  they  lived  before  us.  We 
recall  so  very  many  ways  they 
helped  to  make  things  move 
forward,  especially  in  our 
church.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  business- 
man, a  wonderful  neighbor  and 
dedicated  Christian.  He  sup- 
ported our  church  in  any  way 
he  could  right  up  'til  his  death. 
He  served  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  the  early  years.  He 
donated  land  for  parking  space. 
He  was  faithful  and  active 
always. 

Mother  Jane's  record  is 
unique  in  our  church.  She  was 
also  a  great  neighbor.  She  was 
first  of  all  a  wife  and 
mother— an  old  fashioned  salt 
of  the  earth  type  of  lady,  a 
wonderful  homemaker  with 
that  unbeatable  down  home 
cooking  ability.  Her  specialty 
was  her  old  fashioned  apple- 
jacks—hers took  the  blue  rib- 
bon. At  our  auxiliary  bake  sales 
they  sold  like  the  proverbial  hot 
cakes  for  $1  each.  She  kept  this 
going  until  a  month  before  her 
death.  Her  faith  and  zest  for  life 
are  a  continuing  challenge  and 
inspiration  to  all  of  us  who 
knew  and  loved  her.  She  truly 


let  her  light  shine  and  it  con- 
tinues to  shine  on  in  the  lives  of 
others.  She  was  determined  to 
come  to  church  activities  and 
help,  up  to  the  very  last,  when 
she  was  getting  feeble  and  j 
almost  unable  to  get  around 
without  the  faithful  loving  sup- 
port of  Jo  Anne  and  Barbara 
and  others.  She  was  a  positive  j 
person  and  a  real  winner!  We 
saw  her  determination  not  only 
to  come  to  church  but  to  attend 
her  great  granddaughter's 
wedding.  It  was  sort  of  her  way 
of  thanking  Barbara  for  being, 
so  good  to  her. 

We  remember  most  of  all  the 
wonderful  part  she  had  in  get- 
ting  our   Ladies  Auxiliary 
organized  and  off  to  a  good 
start.  Someone  has  beautifully 
said,  "Auxiliary  work  is  an  ex- 
tension of  the  loving,  caring, 
compassionate  arm  of  God." 
We  believe  this  and  so  did 
Mother  Jane.  In  August,  1925, 
the  dedicated  Christian  ladies 
of  our  church  met  at  her  house ! 
and  organized  our  continuing1 
auxiliary.  Beginning  with  thir-j 
teen  (13)  charter  members  whoi 
were  dedicated  faithful  Chris- 1 
tian  ladies,  it  flourished  and 
contributed   greatly   to  our! 
church  and  community.  Mother 
Jane  served  as  first  president1 
and  proved  to  be  the  only  one  of 
the  charter  members  to  remain1 
living   and   serving  from 
1925-1983,  a  total  of  fifty-eight| 
years.  She  missed  very  few 
meetings,  and  her  contribution 
to  it  was  unequaled.  She  filled 
almost  all  the  offices  plus  beingj 
Sunday  school  teacher,  Bible 
school  worker,  and  pianist  for 
many   years.    Her  favorite 
hymns    included    "What  a 
Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus," 
"Love  Lifted  Me"  and  "Amaz- 
ing Grace."  She  fed  her  share 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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News  81  Notes 


NEW  CHURCH  WING  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION 


The  members  of  Marlboro  Church,  Farmviiie,  gathered  out- 
side after  the  morning  message  on  January  1, 1984,  to  participate  in 
the  groundbreaking  service  for  the  church's  new  wing.  Work  began 
on  the  construction  site  the  next  day.  This  unit  will  provide  a  large 
fellowship  area  for  the  congregation;  kitchen  and  restroom 
facilities  are  also  included  in  this  unit. 

The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers  serves  as  pastor  of  Marlboro  Church. 


Upcoming  Revival  Scheduled 
At  Free  Union  Church 

The  members  and  pastor  of 
Free  Union  Church,  Beaufort 
County,  cordially  invite 
everyone  to  join  them  in  their 
upcoming  revival  services.  The 
services  will  begin  on  Monday 
evening,  January  23,  and  con- 
tinue through  Friday,  January 
27.  All  services  will  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  special  music  is 
scheduled  nightly.  The  Rev. 
Bruce  Jones,  pastor  of  King's 
Cross  Roads  Church,  Farm- 
viiie, will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

The  Rev.  Aubrey  Williamson 
is  pastor  of  Free  Union  Church. 

Otway  Church  to  Consecrate 
Education  Building 

The  members  of  Otway 
Church  near  Beaufort  will  con- 
secrate their  new  educational 
building  on  January  22,  at  3 
p.m.  All  pastors  and  area 
churches  are  invited  to  attend 
this  service. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of 
service : 
Prelude,  Organ 

Invocation,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Rowe 
Welcome,  Mrs.  Norman  Gillikin 


Hymn,  Congregation 
Responsive  Reading,  the  Rev.  David  C. 
Hansley 

Prayer,   the  Rev.   Howard  Starling, 
Pastor 

Vocal  Selection,  Mr.  Bobby  Golden  and 

Mr.  Mike  Taylor 
Choir 

Comments,  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey 
Recognition   of   Special  Representa- 
tives, Pastor 
Awards  Presentation,  Pastor 
Choir 

Address,  the  Rev.  Carol  B.  Hansley 

Litany  of  Consecration,  Pastor 

Prayer  of  Consecration 

Hymn,  Congregation 

Benediction,  Pastor 

Benedictory  Response,  Congregation 

Postlude 

Macedonia  Sunday  School 
Has  Training  Program 

The  Macedonia  Sunday 
School,  Ernul,  held  a  certifica- 
tion training  program  during 
the  month  of  February,  1983. 

Members  involved  in  the  pro- 
gram complied  with  the 
qualifications  and  completed 
the  require  courses. 

Mr.  Denny  Gaskins  pre- 
sented the  awards  December 
18,  1983,  during  the  Sunday 
school  hour.  Members  receiv- 
ing  certificates   from  the 


Education  Committee  of  the 
Sunday  School  Convention  were 
as  follows:  Robert  Baysden, 
Anita  Beasock,  Terry  Beasock, 
Colleen  Gaskins,  Lindbergh 
Mills,  Barbara  Shackelford, 
Doris  Shackelford,  and  Debbie 
Taylor. 

Study  of  Teen  Alcohol 
Use  Planned 

For  six  consecutive  Sunday 
evenings,  the  Pine  Level 
Church  will  conduct  a  study  on 
teenage  alcohol  use  and  abuse. 
The  dates  of  the  study  are 
February  5,  12,  19,  26,  and 
March  4  and  11.  Each  session 
will  begin  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
church  and  last  about  one  hour. 

The  basis  of  the  study  will  be 
material  published  by  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion. "The  intent  of  this  study  is 
to  present  teenagers  and  their 
parents  with  the  facts  concern- 
ing alcohol  use  and  its  effects 
upon  the  lives  of  individuals 
and  families,"  says  the  Rev. 
Donald  Coates,  pastor. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include 
(1)  "Things  You  Should  Know 
About  Alcohol";  (2)  "Why  Do 
People  Drink?";  (3)  "Talking 
About  Drinking  and  Driving"; 
(4)  "The  Bible  Speaks  on 
Alcohol";  (5)  "Making  Up 
Your  Mind";  (6)  "How  You 
Can  Help."  Each  session  will 
include  small  group  discussions 
and  activities  aimed  at  enforc- 
ing the  lessons  of  each  session. 

All  interested  teenagers  and 
parents  of  teenagers  are  in- 
vited to  participate.  There  will 
be  no  charge  for  the  study; 
however,  anyone  is  asked  to 
notify  Mr.  Coates  by  January 
21,  if  he  would  like  to  attend.  He 
may  be  reached  by  phone  at 
965-6740,  or  at  Box  337,  Pine 
Level,  North  Carolina  27568. 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Aubrey  Williamson 
now  has  a  change  of  address.  It 
is  Route  1,  Box  97,  Pinetown, 
North  Carolina  27865. 
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Retirement  Homes  Sunday 
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MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 
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COLLEGE  HALL  CHAIRS  PASS  HALF-WAY  MARK 

During  the  week  of  January  4-9,  a  total  of  137  chairs  were  con- 
tributed for  College  Hall.  These  gifts  bring  to  432  the  number  of 
chairs  given  toward  a  goal  of  800. 

Summary:  Through  January  9 

Needed              800  Chairs  ($50  Each)  $40,000 

Gifts  to  Date      432  Chairs  21,600 

Balance             368  $18,400 

432  Chairs  Through  January  9 

Number 

Donors  of  Chairs  Amount 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Julia  Mercer  i  1      $  50 

By  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Rhodes  2  100 

By  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Mercer  2  100 

By  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ralph  Mercer  l  50 

By  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weils  Thomas 

By  Gene  Mercer,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treat  Brown 

By  Dianne  B.  Riley,  New  Bern 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Gibson  Riley 

By  Dianne  B.  Riley,  New  Bern 
In  Memory  of  Jimmie  W.  Harris 

By  Lillie  H.  Case,  Tarboro 
In  Memory  of  Sue  Mae  Harris 
By  Lillie  H.  Case,  Tarboro 
In  Memory  of  Roy  R.  Case 

By  Donald  E.  Case,  Tarboro 
In  Honor  of  Etta  C.  Case 

By  Donald  E.  Case,  Tarboro 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Mike  Scott 

By  Wintergreen  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Cove  City 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Amy  B.  Scott 

By  Wintergreen  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Cove  City 
In  Memory  of  Janet  Brewer 

By  Dublin  Grove  Ladies  Aid,  Aurora 
Dublin  Grove  Church,  Aurora 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  Peele  and  Family, 
Aurora 
Sallie  V.  Thompson,  Aurora 
Moseley's  Creek  League,  Dover 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  G.  Roper,  Belhaven 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  Heath 

By  Free  Union  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Walstonburg 
Sandy  Plain  Church,  Beulaville 
Mount  Tabor  Church,  Creswell 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Dail 

By  Grover  and  Nita  Hester,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mattie  Lane 

By  Rock  of  Zion  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Grantsboro 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Kenly 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Boyd  L.  Shook 

By  Verona  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Verona 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Shook 

By  Verona  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Verona 
In  Memory  of  William  Manning 

By  Oak  Grove  Church,  Vanceboro 
In  Honor  of  Bill  and  Lou  McLawhorn 
By  Janie  and  George  Fouke,  Ohio 
In  Honor  of  Bill  and  Lou  McLawhorn 

By  Billy  and  Martha  McLawhorn,  Grifton 
In  Honor  of  Dot  and  Jack  Dail 

By  Mike,  Brad,  and  Judy  Bowen,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  Bill  and  Lou  McLawhorn 

By  Nancy  and  Bill  May,  Marietta,  GA 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patrick 
By  Barbara,  Charles  Jr.,  and  Alan  Herring, 
Kinston 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patrick 

By  the  Ray  Clark  Family,  Snow  Hill 
In  Memory  of  Ottis  Miller  and  Annie  Outlaw 
Kennedy 

By  Calvin  and  Marilyn  Mercer,  Smithfield 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Adrian  E.  Brown 

By  Nan  and  Adrian  Brown,  Virginia  Beach, 
VA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  C.  Brown 

By  Nan  and  Adrian  Brown,  Virginia  Beach, 
VA 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Biel- 
by,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  L.  Quinn, 
Pink  Hill 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Chris  Singleton 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Quinn,  Beulaville 

In  Honor  of  Vickie  Singleton 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Quinn,  Beulaville 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 


Something  new  you  might 
like  to  try  during  the  opening 
assembly  of  the  Sunday  school 
is  to  let  the  various  classes  take 
turns  presenting  a  short  pro- 
gram based  on  and  intended  to 
illustrate  the  Sunday  school 
lesson  for  each  Sunday.  A 
schedule  could  be  posted  on  a 
bulletin  board  so  that  each 
class  would  know  when  it  is 
their  turn.  Let  me  share  some 
examples  of  how  this  could  be 
used. 

For  a  lesson  on  prayer,  the 
junior  class  could  come  out 
holding  signs  they  had  made 
Each  sign  would  have  written 
on  it  a  different  form  of  prayer 
like  adoration,  thanksgiving, 
confession,  petition,  interces- 
sion, and  dedication.  The 
children  could  explain  each 
kind  of  prayer  and  then  give  an 
example  of  it. 

For  a  lesson  on  the  story  of 
the  prodigal  son,  the  senior 
high  class  could  use  role  play-j 
ing  to  act  it  out.  One  person' 
could  be  the  prodigal,  another! 
the  elder  son,  and  others  could1 
be  the  friends  of  the  prodigal.  It' 
could  be  rehearsed.  It  could  be 
used  as  a  discussion  starter  in1 
the  classes. 

For  a  lesson  on  one  of  the 
psalms  like  Psalm  103,  the 
young  adult  class,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  church  musicians,1 
could  prepare  and  perform  a1 
medley  of  the  hymns  inspired' 
by  this  great  psalm.  It  could  be1 
a  moving  introduction  to  any 
psalm.  After  all,  the  psalms  are 
for  singing  more  than  for 
analyzing. 

You  will  find  that  this  idea 
will  have  numerous  benefits.  It! 
helps  create  a  deeper 
fellowship  among  the  class! 
members  as  they  work  together! 
to  plan  their  programs.  It 
fosters  the  use  of  the  imagina- 
tion and  stimulates  creativity. 
It  is  educational.  Everyone: 
learns  through  the  planning 
and  performing. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


OUR  RESPONSIBILITY 


EE    WILL  BAPTIST 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

ESTAB  1920 


Reflecting  upon  the  many  opportunities  of  service  that  God  has 
jranted  to  us  makes  us  aware  that  with  the  opportunity  comes  the 
*esponsibility  to  see  that  we  do  our  very  best  and  give  our  very 
jest.  We  live  in  a  world  that  often  seems  so  complex.  "Complexity" 
s  a  word  often  used  to  describe  our  social  and  work  environments. 
\nd  all  of  us,  through  our  personal  experience  or  our  professional 
nvolvement,  are  aware  of  pressures  felt  by  the  family  group  in 
'esponse  to  increasing  demands— demands  stemming  from  rela- 
ionships  between  family  and  work,  family  and  community,  family 
ind  kin  and  family  and  friends.  These  essential,  but  intricate, 
inkages  present  a  constant  challenge  to  the  integrity  of  the  family 
init— whether  traditional  or  non-traditional.  Dealing  with  our  own 
jersonal  family  shoulders  us  with  great  responsibility  and  one  that 
s  welcomed  by  most  parents.  If  we  make  a  mistake  (and  we  do)  we 
lave  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  that  mistake  and  the  way  it  af- 
ects  our  lives. 

God  has  granted  to  us  the  opportunity  to  serve  children  through 
mr  Child  Care  Ministry.  And  with  this  opportunity  of  service, 
;omes  the  responsibility  to  do  our  very  best— and  to  give  our  very 
)est.  The  magnitude  of  this  sometimes  seems  to  be  overwhelming 
>ecause  we  are  involved  in  service  to  God's  most  precious 
•esource— His  children.  Please  pray  for  your  Child  Care  Ministry 
;ach  and  every  day.  We  realize  that  only  with  His  help  and 
guidance  can  we  fulfill  the  opportunity  and  responsibility  granted 
o  us. 


Bobby  R.  Taylor 

Executive  Director 


'PILLOW  TALK" 


No,  we're  not  talking  about  an  old  "Elvis"  movie!  We're  talk- 
ing about  growing!  Currently,  we  only  lack  filling  three  beds  before 
operating  Central  and  State  Cottages  to  full  capacity.  We  are 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Children's  Home 

already  making  preliminary 
preparations  for  getting  Rogers 
Cottage  ready  for  use.  There 
will  be  many  needs,  both  fore- 
seen and  unforeseen.  But  we 
will  hold  true  to  our  commit- 
ment to  keep  you  informed. 

With  the  current  trend  in 
growth,  we  have  recently  in- 
ventoried our  "pillow  supply." 
Many  of  our  pillows  are  quite 
"worn,"  consequently  war- 
ranting replacement.  With  the 
prospect  of  opening  Rogers  Cot- 
tage, we  will  be  needing  addi- 
tional pillow  provisions.  Our 
assessment  came  out  to  a  need 
of  about  twenty-five  pillows 
(new  or  in  good  condition).  If 
any  church  would  like  to  help, 
we  would  suggest  sponsoring  a 
"pillow  drive."  Please  call  our 
offices  before  beginning  the 
project  so  that  there  will  be  a 
minimum  of  overlapping. 
Thank  you  again  for  your  help. 
And  you  can  depend  upon  us  to 
inform  you  of  our  needs  to  pro- 
vide a  more  complete  ministry 
for  YOUR  Children's  Home! 


INDEPENDENT  LIVING 

The  Children's  Home  has 
recently  developed  a  new  pro- 
gram, Independent  Living,  for 
adolescents  who  are  preparing 
to  live  in  the  outside  world  once 
they  leave  here.  The  basic 
goals  on  independent  training 
are  to  assist  young  adults  in 
decision-making,  becoming 
more  responsible,  and  acquir- 
ing the  needed  personal,  educa- 
tional, social,  and  vocational 
skills  for  functioning  adequate- 
ly in  everyday  life. 

Congratulations  are  in  order 
for  one  of  the  residents  par- 
ticipating in  the  independent 
living  program.  She  has  ob- 
tained her  first  permanent  job 
placement  with  Aeroquip  in 
Middlesex.  Another  resident  is 
continuing  her  education  at 
Wilson  Technical  Institute, 
studying  General  Office.  We 
are  very  proud  of  the 
girls— keep  up  the  good  work! 
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Dr.  Lall  family:  Sitting  left  to  right,  Anup  hall.  Dr.  hall,  Mrs.  Lall,  Anil  Lall; 
standing  left  to  right,  Manisha,  Risha  III,  Reena  II,  Anita. 


We  have  taken  leave  of  the  old  year,  and  we  know  that  we  are 
children  of  the  future.  Time  does  not  stand  still;  this  we  know  from 
the  past.  The  blessings  which  the  Heavenly  Father  has  so  far 
granted  unto  us,  His  own,  have  become  our  firm  possession  which 
we  guard  as  a  diadem,  always  remembering  that  we  would  not  like 
to  stand  before  the  Lord  empty-handed  when  He  comes.  All  the 
proofs  of  His  mercy  which  we  have  received  were  answers  by  our 
eternal,  kind  Father,  reassuring  us  that  He  never  forsakes  His  own. 
And  this  we  also  want  to  experience  in  the  future ! 

In  our  mind  we  glance  across  the  ocean  of  time  and  can  already 
see  yonder  shore,  where  we  have  an  eternal  home,  towards  which 
we  are  hastening.  People  in  the  world  are  confronted  with  unsolved 
problems :  this  cannot  be  said  of  the  souls  baptized  with  the  Spirit. 
Also  in  the  new  year,  our  way  is  outlined  for  us  by  the  Lord,  for  we 
are  children  of  light  and  of  day,  not  children  of  night  and  darkness. 
In  our  hands  we  hold  the  staff  of  faith,  and  our  support  is  the  Word 
of  Jesus:  "While  ye  have  light,  believe  in  the  light,  that  ye  may  be 
the  children  of  light"  (John  12:36). 

Why  should  we  be  afraid  of  the  Spirit  ruling  in  our  time?  The 
natural  creation  is  guided  by  its  Creator  with  a  sure  hand,  who  up  to 
now  saw  to  it  that  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars  systematically 
served  their  respective  purpose.  An  incontestable  order  has  also 
been  set  up  in  the  spiritual  creation  of  the  Son  of  God,  where  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  the  only  ruler,  and  where  everything  happens  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  Almighty.  And  just  as  no  earthly  power 
has  up  to  now  been  able  to  remove  the  luminaries  from  the  sky, 
thus  Jesus,  the  bridegroom  of  our  souls,  whom  we  sincerely  love 
and  whom  we  follow  will  never  permit  the  merit  of  His  supreme 
sacrifice  to  be  annulled. 

The  Lord  is  and  remains  the  Pilot,  the  Finisher  of  His  plan  of 
salvation.  Even  though  we  have  often  caused  Him  concern,  He 
nevertheless  covered  up  all  our  weaknesses  and  imperfections  with 
the  full  measure  of  His  grace  and  thus  redeemed  us  from  all  the 
claims  of  the  evil  one.  On  our  banner  of  faith  will  also  in  the  new 
year  be  found  His  word :  "...  neither  shall  any  man  pluck  them  out 
of  my  hand"  (John  10:28).  Also  in  the  new  year  we  belie vingly  wait 
for  Him  to  provide  food  for  our  souls  at  the  appropriate  time. 

Dr.  E.M.  Lall 


WORLD  MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 

The  World  Missions  Con- 
ference on  March  9,  1984, 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  on  the 
Mount  Olive  College  cam- 
pus, is  for  everyone.  The 
theme  of  the  conference  is 
"Increase  Our  Vision, 
Lord." 

This  conference  will 
benefit  every  pastor,  the 
men  and  women  of  our 
churches  and  our  youth. 
Dr.  William  Bennett,  our 
guest  speaker,  leads  a 
number  of  youth  and  Bible 
conferences  each  year.  He 
has  a  God-given  ability  to 
communicate  to  all  peo- 
ple. 

A  special  time  of  prayer 
for  the  conference  will 
begin  the  day's  activities 
at  9  a.m.  for  those  who  can 
arrive  this  early.  Coffee 
and  donuts  will  be  served 
from  9:30  to  9:55  a.m. 

The  first  seminar  with 
Dr.  Bennett  will  begin  at 
10  a.m. 

A  great  world  missions 
rally  will  be  held  in  Col- 
lege Hall  at  7:30  p.m.  Dr. 
Bennett  will  speak.  The 
van  der  Plas  Family  will 
be  commissioned.  Phil 
Shepard,  vice  president 
of  the  State  Youth  Conven- 
tion, will  share  a 
testimony.  Phil  has  ap- 
plied with  the  Board  as  a 
summer  missionary  to  the 
Philippines. 

Let's  fill  College  Hall  for 
this  rally.  This  mission 
conference  is  a  must  for 
every  Free  Will  Baptist. 
Be  sure  to  attend.  You'll 
be  glad  you  did! 

There  will  not  be  a  registration 
fee  for  the  conference.  An  offer- 
ing will  be  received  during  the 
rally  in  College  Hall  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  conference.  All 
funds  received  above  the  con- 
ference expenses  will  be  applied 
toward  the  air  fare  for  the  van 
der  Plas  Family's  trip  to  the 
Philippines. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS1 


Sunday  School  Lesson 


For  January  22 

TURN  TO  THE  LORD 

Lesson  Text:  Isaiah  31:1-7 
Memory  Verse :  Isaiah  30 : 15 

When  the  term  antichrist  is 
mentioned,  of  what  do  you 
think?  Naturally,  it  suggests 
that  which  is  opposed  to  Christ, 
and  anyone  or  anything  in  op- 
position to  Him  might  be  so 
designated.  In  this  sense  John 
tells  us  that  there  are  "many 
antichrists"  (1  John  2:18).  Sur- 
prisingly, to  some,  the  term  an- 
tichrist does  not  appear  in  the 
Book  of  Revelation,  but  the  con- 
sept  behind  it  is  there  in  the 
struggle  between  the  forces  of 
jood  and  the  forces  of  evil.  In 
Revelation  some  see  the 
Roman  Empire,  in  its  terrible 
Dersecution  of  Christians,  as 
jvidence  of  the  antichrist.  And 
iown  through  history,  various 
)ther  powers  of  evil  that  have 
ihreatened  the  church  have 
jeen  so  identified. 

If  you  were  asked,  "What  is 
;he  greatest  evil  confronting 
;he  world  and  the  church  to- 
iay?"  what  would  you  answer? 
^o  doubt  many  would  say  that 
I  is  the  rise  of  atheistic  com- 
nunism,  Satanic  in  its  power. 
\nd  some  do  think  of  the 
•egime  in  Russia  in  terms  of 
he  antichrist.  Here  is  a  power- 
ul  government  diametrically 
>pposed  to  the  Christian  ideal, 
•esting  directly  on  violence, 
ind  unrestricted  by  any  con- 
;epts  of  moral  absolutes.  Her 
eaders  assume  for  themselves 
he  prerogatives  of  God,  so  it 
>ecomes  necessary  for  them  to 
leny  that  God  exists.  To  admit 
hat  there  is  a  God  would  be  to 
imit  their  own  authority,  and 
his  they  will  not  do.  The 
eaders  are  supreme.  The 
itizens  are  accounted  only  as 
:attle,  to  be  driven  or  to  be 
lacrificed  as  the  State  dictates. 

There  is  no  question  that  such 
i  system  is  antichrist,  opposed 
o  the  Christian  ideal  in  which 


every  person  is  equal  under 
God  and  is  to  be  respected  as  an 
individual.  But  how  do  we  meet 
the  threat  that  communism 
poses,  or  any  other  threat  of 
evil?  And  how  do  we  hope  to 
overcome  it?  If  at  the  close  of 
our  study  we  are  able  to  answer 
this  question  in  the  light  of  our 
Scripture,  then  we  will  have 
grasped  the  basic  truth  that 
Isaiah  would  have  us  know. 

At  the  time  of  our  lesson 
there  were  two  world 
powers— Assyria  and  Egypt— 
vying  for  control  of  the  Middle 
East,  and  Palestine  was 
situated  between  the  two. 
Assyria  was  the  dominant 
power,  and  from  Nineveh  her 
mighty  armies  spread  out 
southward,  to  keep  Babylon  in 
subjection,  and  westward.  It  is 
understandable  that  Judah, 
small  as  she  was,  would  be 
greatly  alarmed  whenever  the 
war  chariots  of  such  a  foe 
began  to  roll.  The  all-important 
question  of  what  to  do  had  to  be 
asked  over  and  over  again. 
Against  the  advice  of  the 
prophets,  the  usual  procedure 
was  to  seek  an  alliance  with 
other  kingdoms  against  the  cur- 
rent enemy.  It  may  be  that  the 
prophets  considered  such 
alliances  to  be  bad  politics.  But 
specifically  they  recognized 
that  to  trust  in  the  might  of 
foreign  powers  was  a  rejection 
of  God's  will  and  of  God's  help. 
It  was  evidence  of  a  lack  of 
faith. 

The  Assyrians  had  captured 
Samaria,  the  capital  of  Israel, 
in  721  B.C.,  after  a  seige  of 
three  years  (2  Kings  17:5,  6). 
After  some  years  of  Assyrian 
domination,  Hezekiah,  king  of 
Judah,  "rebelled  against  the 
king  of  Assyria,  and  served  him 
not"  (2  Kings  18:7).  Basically  a 
good  king  who  put  his  trust  in 
God,  Hezekiah  probably  was 
overly  influenced  by  the  strong 
pro-Egyptian  party  in  Jeru- 
salem. In  any  case,  he  sent  an 
embassy  to  Egypt  seeking  help 
from  that  source. 


On  one  occasion,  when  Jesus 
said  to  His  disciples,  "Will  ye 
also  go  away?"  the  Apostle 
Peter  replied,  "Lord,  to  whom 
shall  we  go?  thou  hast  the 
words  of  eternal  life"  (John 
6:67).  Before  we  have 
squandered  our  religious 
heritage  completely,  we  should 
be  concerned  that  every  soul  in 
the  land  be  challenged  to  turn 
to  God.  What  after  all,  is  the 
alternative?  He  alone  is  the  liv- 
ing God.  To  whom  or  to  what 
else  can  we  go?  The  folly  of 
idolatry  is  no  less  today  than  it 
was  twenty-seven  hundred 
years  ago.  In  our  own  day  we 
see  the  depraved  results  when 
godlessness  is  substituted  for 
reverence  for  God  and 
righteousness  in  the  land.  The 
ages  of  history  have  demon- 
strated that  "righteousness  ex- 
alteth  a  nation"  and  "sin 
is  a  reproach  to  any  people" 
(Proverbs  14:34).  Whatever 
problems  confront  us,  we  can 
best  meet  them  by  doing 
everything  we  can  to  turn  peo- 
ple to  the  Lord.— Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 


[HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 


22 


Scripture  Reading— Exodus  14-16 

THAT  HE  MIGHT 
HAVE  THE  PRE-EMINENCE 

Years  ago,  there  lived  in  Switzerland  a  great 
schoolmaster  whose  name  was  Pestalozzi.  He 
was  held  in  highest  esteem  and  greatly  loved, 
especially  by  the  children  who  came  under  his 
character-molding  influence. 

At  his  death,  it  was  generally  felt  that  a 
monument,  commemorative  of  his  life  of  selfless 
service,  should  be  erected,  though  the 
schoolmaster  had  erected  an  enduring  memorial 
in  the  hearts  of  others. 

The  monument  was  erected.  The  day  for  its 
unveiling  came.  The  sculptor  had  succeeded  so 
well  in  reproducing  the  likeness  of  the 
schoolmaster  that  all  looked  upon  the  statue  with 
hushed  reverence  and  admiration.  The  teacher 
was  shown  looking  down  upon  the  kneeling  form 
of  a  little  child  whose  uplifted  gaze  focused  upon 
the  face  of  the  teacher. 

Though  the  statue  was  a  wonderful  work  of 
art,  the  schoolmaster's  most  intimate  friends 
felt  that  the  sculptor  had  failed  to  represent  the 
dominant  desire  of  the  pedagogue— not  to  have 
those  he  taught  to  look  with  wonderment  upon 
him,  but  to  look  upward  to  the  challenging 
heights  of  goals  as  yet  unattained,  and  to  God. 

So  a  change  was  made.  At  the  second  unveil- 
ing all  were  pleased  to  see  a  kneeling  child,  look- 
ing, not  at  the  face  of  the  teacher,  but  to  the 
beckoning  beyond. 


Any  Sunday  school  teacher  and  preacher  is 
an  eminent  success  who  so  exalts  Christ  that  all 
will  see  the  One  whose  worthiness  is  extolled  and 
whose  praise  ceaselessly  sung  in  glory — "that  in 
all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence! " 


MONDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Exodus  17-19 

THE  MYSTERIOUS  VISITOR 
'Twas  just  before  Christmas.  A  pastor  sat  in 
his  study  meditating  upon  the  words,  "The 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord."  Looking 
out  the  window,  he  saw  people  scurrying  hither, 
thither  and  yon,  like  ants  disturbed  on  an  anthill. 
He  asked  himself,  "What  knowledge  of  Christ  do 
these  hurrying  people  have?  What  knowledge  of 
Him  do  the  people  to  whom  I  preach  have?  What 
are  their  innermost  attitudes  toward  Him?"  As 
he  pondered  these  searching  questions,  he 
seemed  to  see  in  vision  a  caller  who  asked, 


"Shall  I  tell  you  what  Christ  means  to  your  peo- 
ple?" The  caller  spoke  calmly  and  solemnly. 
"Can  you?"  asked  the  pastor;  "and  how  did  you 
know  what  I  was  thinking  about?" 

The  caller  began,  "Some  of  your  people 
think  of  Christ  as  they  would  think  of  a  generous 
rich  uncle.  Ceaselessly  they  ask  Him  for  things.! 
Others  think  of  Him  as  a  great  teacher.  They  arej 
stimulated  intellectually  to  hear  learned 
discourses  about  Him.  Some  think  of  Him  as  an 
errand  boy  whom  they  flippantly  order  to  help 
them." 

"Oh,  mysterious  caller,  is  this  an  accurate 
picture  of  my  people?"  asked  the  minister. 

"Yes,"  said  the  caller  sadly  but  firmly.  Then 
he  concluded,  "But  to  some  He  is  an  ever- 
present,  never-failing  friend  and  confidant!  Toi 
some,  He  is  the  Fairest  among  ten  thousands  and 
the  altogether  lovely  One!"  As  the  caller  said( 
this,  he  receded  and  vanished,  disappearing  as 
mysteriously  as  he  had  appeared. 

"Was  I  asleep?"  asked  the  startled  pastor,! 
"or  has  an  angel  visited  me,  or  has  Christ: 
himself  been  here?" 


Lord,  of  the  years  that  are  left  to  me, 

I  give  them  to  Thy  hand, 
Take  me  and  break  me  and  mould  me, 

To  the  pattern  Thou  hast  planned! 


TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Exodus  20-22 

THE  CHRISTIAN'S  HORIZON 
What  do  I  see  as  I  look  back? 
Millions  of  mercies  along  life's  track; 
God's  love  shining  where  all  was  black; 
That's  what  I  see, 
Looking  back. 

What  do  I  see  as  I  look  within? 
A  heart  by  my  Saviour  redeemed  from  sin; 
A  hope,  through  His  grace,  Heaven's  joys  to  win; 
That's  what  I  see, 
Looking  in. 

What  do  I  see,  looking  forth  today? 
Blessings  granted  before  I  pray; 
A  sheltering  arm,  a  guiding  ray; 
This  do  I  see, 
Today. 

What  do  I  see  as  I  look  on? 
Burdens  lifted  and  trials  gone; 
A  light  at  even,  surpassing  dawn; 
That's  what  I  see, 
Looking  on. 


16 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


What  do  I  see  as  I  look  above? 
God's  own  banner,  whose  name  is  Love: 
Love  unspeakable,  wonderful  love; 
That's  what  I  see, 
Above! 


WEDNESDAY, 
FANUARY 


25 


cripture  Reading— Exodus  23-25 

BE  WHAT  GOD  WANTS  YOU  TO  BE 

A  little  boy  rather  thoughtlessly  said,  "Mom- 
nie,  I  am  going  to  be  a  preacher  when  I  am 
iig! "  The  mother  was  elated.  Frequently  during 
is  boyhood  days  the  mother  would  proudly  say, 
'My  boy  is  going  to  be  a  preacher! " 

How  much  better  it  would  have  been  if  the 
nother  had  said,  "My  boy  is  going  to  be  what 
Jod  wants  him  to  be." 

In  time  the  boy  entered  a  theological 
eminary.  Some  months  later,  he  came  into  the 
ffice  of  the  dean,  a  picture  of  defeat  and  dejec- 
ion.  "I'm  a  total  misfit  here.  I  have  no  interest 
i  going  further  with  my  studies.  God  hasn't 
ailed  me  to  be  a  preacher!"  The  heart  of  the 
lean  went  out  in  sympathy  to  the  young  man.  He 
:new  that  he,  like  many  others,  had  been 
iressurized  into  the  ministry  where  God  had 
tever  intended  him  to  be. 


To  know  the  will  of  God  is  the  greatest 
nowledge.  To  do  the  will  of  God  is  the  greatest 
chievement. 


FHURSDAY, 
FANUARY 
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cripture  Reading— Exodus  26-28 

MY  JESUS  AS  THOU  WILT! 
How  variable  are  the  ambitions  of  growing 
toys!  A  minister's  little  boy  said,  "I'm  going  to 
ie  a  streetcar  conductor."  Later  he  said,  "I'm 
joing  to  be  an  engineer."  Still  later  he  said,  "I'm 
;oing  to  be  a  ball  player."  One  day  he  saw  the 
;arbage  collector  dumping  garbage  into  a  big 
ruck.  He  was  fascinated  and  said,  "I'm  going  to 
•e  a  garbage  collector! "  His  daddy  was  wise.  He 
aid  to  the  boy,  "My  boy,  you  must  be  what  God 
/ants  you  to  be.  God  needs  ministers  and  mis- 
ionaries.  He  also  needs  Christian  school 
eachers,  Christian  nurses,  Christian  doctors, 
Christian  judges  and  lawyers,  and  Christian 
tusinessmen.  God  has  a  plan  for  your  life.  Ask 
lim,  'Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?'  " 


Thou,  God,  each  day  help  me  to  find 
The  work  that  Thou  wouldst  have  me  do. 
Keep  me  from  sullenness  of  mind, 
Grant  unto  me  good  thoughts  and  true. 


And  if  Thy  will  be  not  my  choice, 
Some  duty  I  would  rather  shun, 
Then  teach  me  to  sincerely  voice, 
"Thou  art  my  God,  Thy  will  be  done.  " 
And  grant  me  vision  enough  to  see 
Within  the  task  Thy  plan  for  me. 

FRIDAY,  07 
JANUARY 

Scripture  Reading  — Exodus  29-31 
STORM 

God  washed  the  world  last  night 
With  sweet,  refreshing  rain ; 

And  thirsty  earth  reached  up  to  drink 
Of  that  life-giving  gain. 

God  washed  my  heart  last  night 
With  tears,  both  bitter,  sweet; 

He  probed  in  hidden  corners,  dark 
And  washed  it  clear,  complete. 

"My  child,"  His  voice  spoke  sweet  and  low, 
"This  storm  came  as  a  grace; 

Lean  hard  upon  my  breast,  dear  one, 
And  look  into  my  face." 

Completely  spent,  I  looked  and  prayed, 

"Dear  Father,  be  it  Thine, 
To  mold  and  make  me  as  Thou  wilt, 

Thy  will  forever  mine." 


True  devotion  to  God  consists  in  doing  all  His 
will  precisely  at  the  time,  in  the  situation,  and 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  He  has  placed 
us. 


SATURDAY,  28 
JANUARY 


Scripture  Reading  — Exodus  32-34 

HIS  PLAN  FOR  ME 
When  I  stand  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
And  He  shows  me  His  plan  for  me, 
The  plan  of  my  life  as  it  might  have  been 
Had  He  had  His  way,  and  I  see 

How  I  blocked  Him  here,  and  I  checked  Him 
there 

And  I  would  not  yield  my  will— 

Will  there  be  grief  in  my  Saviour's  eyes, 

Grief,  though  He  loves  me  still? 


Lord  of  the  years  that  are  left  to  me, 
I  give  them  to  Thy  hand; 
Take  me  and  break  me,  mold  me  to 
The  pattern  Thou  hast  planned. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 
In  Honor  of  Mildred  W.  Pelt  1 

By  the  Rev.  Chester  H.  Pelt,  Marianna,  FL 
Mr.  Eddie  Bowen,  Ayden  1 
In  Honor  of  Bob  Fussell  1 
By  Moseley's  Creek  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Dover 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H.  S.  Tolan  1 

By  Belhaven  Church,  Belhaven 
In  Memory  of  Dollie  Susan  Quinn  1 

By  Dr.  Clifton  L.  Quinn,  Raleigh 
In  Memory  of  Viola  Barrow  Turnage  1 

By  Mrs.  Helen  T.  Beaman,  Snow  Hill 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Thigpen,  Beulaville  1 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  Graham  Lane  1 

By  New  Bethlehem  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Grants- 
boro 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Thompson  1 

By  Oriental  Church,  Oriental 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Edith  Kemp  1 

By  Oriental  Church,  Oriental 
Third  Eastern  District  Youth  Fellowship  1 
Powhatan  Church,  Clayton  6 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Massengill  1 

By  Bethel  Sunday  School,  Four  Oaks 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy  1 

By  Scott  and  Shearin  McCoy,  Cove  City 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Edith  H.  McCoy  1 

By  Scott  and  Shearin  McCoy,  Cove  City 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivery  Daughtry,  Smithfield  2 
Kings  Cross  Roads  Laymen's  League,  Farmville  2 
Beaverdam  Church  and  Sunday  School,  Whitevile  10 
In  Memory  of  James  Atlas  Pittman  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Pittman,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  Clifton  Ferrell  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Pittman,  Kenly 
Sound  Side  Laymen's  League,  Columbia  1 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  T.  Ricks  2 

By  Peace  Church,  Pinetops 
Willing  Workers  Sunday  School  Class  of  Winter- 

ville  Church  1 
Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run  9 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Kirby,  Fremont  1 
In  Honor  of  John  and  Arlinda  Williams  2 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  Vanceboro 
In  Memory  of  Joey  Wilson  1 

By  Mrs.  Essie  T.  Huggins,  Wendell 
Mrs.  Virginia  Hayes,  Wilson  1 
Mrs.  Bessie  Lamm,  Wilson  1 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City  4 
Memorial  Church,  Chocowinity  4 
In  Memory  of  Ray  Willis  1 

By  Family  and  Friends,  Davis  Church,  Davis 
In  Honor  of  Nora  Mae  Coats  1 

By  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats,  Smithfield 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro  2 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Alma  S.  Dale  1 

By  Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Borden  Howell  1 

By  Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro 
In  Memory  of  Bayard  H.  Woodard  1 

By  Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Dale  1 

By  Spring  Hill  Auxiliary,  Goldsboro 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  L.  Dale,  Goldsboro  2 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Dianne  R.  Riley  1 

By  Mr.  Gibson  Riley,  New  Bern 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Dennis  Riley  1 

By  Mr.  Gibson  Riley,  New  Bern 
Mr.  Gibson  Riley,  New  Bern  1 

Pine  Level  YFA,  Pine  Level   2 

Totals  (January  4  through  9)  137 
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50 

50 
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MOTHER  JANE  WARREN 

(Continued  from  Page  6)  J 
of  preachers.  She  helped  in  an$ 
way  she  could  financially  or 
personally.  She  loved  people, 
flowers  and  our  Saviour.  She 
had  a  green  thumb  and  grew 
lovely  flowers,  which  she 
shared  with  the  sick  and  placed 
her  beautiful  arrangements  in 
our  church  for  all  to  enjoy. 

We  tried  in  our  humble  way 
to  honor  her  and  show  her  how 
much  we  appreciated  her.  Her 
family  honored  her  and  Daddy  I 
Marshall   for   their  Golden 
Wedding,  which  was  beautiful'l 
and  greatly  attended.  Then  we 
chose  her  for  "Mother  of  thejl 
Year"  in  1970  and  presented: 
her  a  gift  and  corsage.  Shell 
served  as  church  clerk  for  thir- 
teen years,  1945-1958.  She  was;! 
honored  with  a  gift  for  heri 
dedicated  services.  We  selected! 
her  "First  Lady  of  our  Aux- 
iliary" and  honored  her  with 
flowers  and  a  pin  in  1980. 

She  lived  such  a  beautiful  and 
useful  life.  She  was  the  virtuous 
woman  as  commended  in  the 
Bible. 

Our  precious  memories  of 
her  are  the  rich  legacy  she  be 
queathed  us.  Mother  Jane  was, 
truly  a  special  lady.  We  all 
thank  God  for  her  beautiful  life. 

Submitted  by, 
Mrs.  Idell  Herring 

NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

Central  District 
Youth  to  Meet 

The  Central  District  Youth; 
Convention  will  be  held, 
January  21,  7:30  p.m.,  at; 
Hickory  Grove  Church  near 
Bethel.  All  children  who  are  tti 
enter  the  Talent  Contest  are  to 
be  prepared  to  perform  at  thisj 
time.  Each  church  is  limited  to! 
2  or  3  entries  with  a  time  limit 
of  2-3  minutes  each. 


$6,850 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 
The  Rev.  David  Ricks  has  a 
change  of  address.  It  is  Route  ffl 
Box  263,  Elm  City,  North 
Carolina  27822.  His  phone 
number  is  236-3406. 
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MEETING 
SCHEDULED 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
iYee  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
lation  will  meet  on  Tuesday, 
anuary  24,  in  the  Multi- 
>urpose  Room  located  within 
he  facility.  The  meeting  will 
tegin  at  1  p.m.  All  members  of 
he  Board  are  asked  to  be 
•resent. 


NOTICE 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual 
leeting  of  the  Membership  of 


the  Church  Finance  Associa- 
tion, Inc.,  will  be  held  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
910  Granger  Street,  Wilson, 
North  Carolina,  Tuesday, 
February  14,  1984,  at  10:30  a.m. 
Each  organization  or  individual 
holding  membership  is  urged  to 
represent  in  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

William  D.  Thigpen,  Secretary 


MINISTER  AVABLABLE 

The  Rev.  L.  E.  Styron  wishes 
to  announce  that  he  is  available 


to  preach  and  conduct  revival 
services.  Any  church  that 
would  like  to  schedule  a 
revival,  and  would  like  his  ser- 
vices many  contact  him ;  or  any 
church  that  would  like  to  have  a 
Bible  teaching  class  started,  he 
will  be  able  to  do  so.  He  has 
been  a  student  of  the  Bible  for 
over  45  years.  His  address  is 
P.O.  Box  492,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina  28560;  phone,  637-6774. 


Now  is  a  good  time  to  renew 
your  subscription  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 


To:  All  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers  and  our  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers'  Widows  j 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  of  North  Carolina  wishes  to  invite  j 
you  to  the  annual  Mid- Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet.  This  year's  banquet  will  be  c 
held  on  February  17,  in  the  auditorium  on  the  downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  | 
College.  Registration  will  begin  at  6 : 30  p.m.  with  the  meal  at  7  p.m.  The  cost  of  the  j 
meal  will  be  $5  per  person,  and  will  be  prepared  by  the  College  Cafeteria  staff.  We  ! 
will  need  to  know  how  many  to  prepare  for,  so  we  request  that  you  complete  the  | 
pre-registration  form  below  and  send  it  with  your  $5  per  person  before  February  5 
11.  The  program  should  be  very  enjoyable  this  year  with  our  own  after-dinner  I 
speaker,  the  Rev.  Willis  Wilson,  presenting  the  program  for  the  evening.  Please  j 
make  plans  to  attend!  We  hope  to  see  you  there!  c 

Ministers'  Widows:  You  will  be  our  special  guests— there  is  no  charge  for  you  for  I 
the  meal.  However  we  do  ask  that  you  send  in  the  pre-registration  form  so  we  will  j 
know  to  prepare  for  you.  ? 

i 

PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM  j 
Mid- Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet  1 

I,   ,  will  be  attending  the  Banquet  on  I 

February  17,  and  am  sending  $  for  the  meal,  and  will  have   | 

guest(s)  with  me.  j 

Please  send  this  form  to :    Doug  Skinner  5 

Box  117  I 
Arapahoe,  NC  28510  j 

Please  make  checks  payable  to :  I 
North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  j 


TOE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Free  engraving  on  Bibles 


January  14-21 


20% 

OFF 


Sheet  music  &  music 
books,  tapes  &  albums  —in 

stock  Hymnals  not  included. 


^^Free  Will  Baptist  Wess 
v*p         bookstores  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern, 
Smithfield,  Wilson  and  Whiteville. 
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Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield,  and 
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New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a  m —5  p.m., 
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Gray,  Executive  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers, 
Editor  of  Literature. 
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Editorial  ■HHHHHi 

Perfection — Not  the  Case  > 

None  of  us  would  challenge  the  fact  that  John  the  Baptist 
was  sent  by  God.  We  know  he  was  not  a  superman,  a 
supraman,  nor  was  he  a  semidivine  man;  this  forerunner  of 
Christ  was  not  "99  and  44/100  pure,"  either.  John  didn't  abide 
by  custom  and  he  caused  such  a  stir  among  those  within  the 
"religious"  community  that  he  lost  his  head.  But  he  was  the 
divinely  chosen  man  who  baptized  our  Lord. 

The  man  who  stands  behind  the  pulpit  today  usually  does 
not  receive  such  acceptance.  By  the  very  nature  of  his  job,  he 
must  always  be  above  reproach,  spiritual,  courteous,  and 
diplomatic.  While  others  may  make  thoughtless  comments 
freely,  he  must  never  be  critical. 

We  have  all  heard  it  time  and  time  again:  "I  wouldn't  be  a 
preacher  if  you  paid  me  a  million  dollars!"  Some  who  com- 
ment thus  are  very  much  at  odds  with  themselves,  their  jobs, 
I  their  families ;  they  are  always  looking  for  trouble  and  when 
they  can't  find  it,  they  make  it.  These  people  pick,  pout, 
criticize,  blow  out  of  proportion  everything.  The  majority  of 
their  time  is  spent  trying  to  influence  anyone  who  will  pay 
!  them  any  mind.  Of  course,  these  individuals  would  not  be 
ministers— they  couldn't  stand  members  like  themselves. 

Then  there  are  those  who  generally  sympathize  with  the 
minister.  Many  of  them  do  not  get  involved  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry;  where  they  could  help,  they  do  not.  They  attend  Sun- 
day morning  worship— if  they  do  not  have  anything  else 
planned. 

Yes,  thank  the  Lord,  there  are  those  who  say,  "I  don't 
know  how  you  do  it.  I  couldn't  do  what  you  do  or  take  what  you 
have  to  take."  These  people  stand  by,  ready  to  help  at  all 
times.  They  will  do  anything  that  needs  to  be  done.  The  word 
no  is  not  in  their  vocabulary  when  it  comes  to  being  asked  to 
|  help.  These  are  the  members  of  the  congregation  who  give  a 
sense  of  dignity  and  worth  to  the  minister. 

Sure,  ministers  are  human,  but  they  have  to  have  a  sense 
of  the  divine  sometimes  to  survive.  Think  about  it:  What  can  a 
minister  say  to  the  person  who  says,  "I'll  never  step  foot  in- 
side that  church  again  until  you  apologize  to  me  personally," 
especially  when  that  person  refuses  to  tell  the  minister  what  | 
he  has  done?  How  does  he  cope  with  a  "disturbed"  woman 
who  periodically  determines  it  her  responsibility  to 
"straighten  him  out"  and  then  proceeds  to  tell  him  all  she 
thinks  is  wrong  with  him  and  the  church?  Can  he  ignore 
someone  who  does  all  within  his  means  to  convince  others  that 
"this  is  not  what  ought  to  be  done  in  my  church?" 

When  a  congregation  chooses  a  pastor,  expectations  run 
high  on  both  sides.  The  church  expects  the  minister  to  be  a 
wise  spiritual  leader,  one  who  can  "minister"  to  their  needs. 
The  pastor  also  has  his  expectations.  He  is  confident  that  he 
will  profit  as  a  result  of  his  past  ministries;  new  goals  will 
surely  be  achieved.  But  it  doesn't  take  long  for  the  "honey- 
moon" to  end:  both  parties  discover  imperfections  in  their 
partners.  Whereas  the  minister  is  not  perfect  and  proves  to 
lack  expertise  in  some  areas,  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion are  weak  and  need  to  mature  in  Christ. 


Perhaps  the  minister  is  more  realistic  than  the  members 
of  the  congregation.  He  knows  there  are  no  perfect  churches; 
and  if  there  were,  he  could  not  pastor  them. 
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LETTER  TO  A 
PULPIT  COMMITTEE 

by  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Chaplain,  Mount  Olive  College 

The  pulpit  committee  of  the  First  Church  in  Athens  met  to  review  the  pile  of  letters  from  can- 
idates  and  were  at  a  loss  as  to  the  choice  of  a  pastor.  Many  of  the  letters  were  from  men  who  were  ex- 
erienced  and  very  capable  as  well  as  knowledgeable,  representing  a  very  wide  range  of  age  and  ex- 
erience. 

As  the  committee  proceeded  through  the  pile  of  letters,  discussing  the  candidates  in  careful  detail, 
rie  letter  stumped  and  amused  the  committee  members.  It  read  as  follows: 


"Dear  Brethren: 

I  have  heard  of  your  search  for  a  pastor  and  would  like  to  be 
considered  if  you  feel  it  to  be  the  Lord's  will.  I  have  been 
blessed  by  God  with  the  power  to  preach  what  I  perceive  to  be 
the  truth  about  God  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  who  died  for  our 
sins.  As  you  well  know,  this  is  not  always  the  most  popular 
theme  for  preaching  according  to  some  people.  Accordingly,  I 
have  been  asked  to  leave  certain  places  because  my  preaching 
resulted  in  some  great  controversies,  and  on  occasion,  a  few 
riots.  Some  religious  leaders  have  accused  me  of  heresy  and 
favoring  Gentiles. 

My  health  is  not  too  good  now,  and  I  am  a  little  over  fifty 
years  in  age.  However,  I  have  some  organizational  experience, 
and  have  on  occasion  done  a  little  writing.  My  records  are  not 
always  as  neat  as  I  would  like  for  them  to  be. 

Oh  yes,  speaking  of  records,  I  might  as  well  tell  you  that  my 
stay  in  any  one  place  does  not  much  exceed  three  years.  Again,  I 
seem  to  have  trouble  getting  along  with  some  of  the  religious 
leaders  in  some  communities.  They  say  I  win  too  many  of  their 
people  to  my  faith  and  belief  in  God. 

The  other  thing  I  might  mention  in  case  someone  raises 
any  questions  is  that  I  do  have  a  prison  record.  There  is  not 
much  I  can  say  about  that,  except  to  say  that  God  called  me  to 
preach  the  marvelous  truth  that  He  gave  His  Son  to  come  to  this 
world,  that  He  died  on  a  cross  for  our  sins,  and  God  raised  Him 
from  the  dead.  He  is  now  preparing  a  place  in  Heaven  for  all  who 
will  believe  in  Him  to  live  with  Him  eternally.  This  really  is  truth 
that  I  preach,  but  you  know  how  some  people  are  about  their 
beliefs  and  traditions!  Some  even  think  I'm  a  little  bit  radical, 
and  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  I  am  even  foolish  to  believe 
what  I  preach.  Yet,  I  must  say  that  the  preaching  of  the  Cross  to 
them  that  perish  must  seem  like  foolishness;  but  to  us  which 
are  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God.  And,  to  them  which  are  called, 
both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  is  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
wisdom  of  God,  and  it  pleases  God  by  the  foolishness  of 
preaching  to  save  them  that  believe. 

Well,  I  didn't  mean  to  write  so  long  a  letter  to  you,  but  I 
wanted  you  to  know  a  little  about  me  before  you  make  your  deci- 
sion. If  you  decide  I  can  be  of  help  to  you,  I  will  try  to  do  my  best. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  share  with  you. 

Sincerely, 

^BMMh^^^^  Paul  (formerly  known  as  Saul) 

With  a  chuckle,  the  committee  laid  the  letter  aside,  wondering  what  in  the  world  would 
•rompt  such  a  man  to  apply  for  the  position  of  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Athens. 


rHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


3 


6  STEPS  TO  EFFECTIVE 
DISCIPLE  MAKING 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216. ) 

Part  3 


In  1  Corinthians  Paul  outlines 
a  summary  of  the  kerygma, 
and  then  comments,  "Whether, 
then,  it  is  I  or  they  (Peter, 
James,  John,  and  the  rest), 
this  is  what  we  all  proclaim." 
The  basic  elements  of  the 
kerygma — the  message— were 
proclaimed  with  the  goal  of  per- 
suading the  hearers  to  repen- 
tance, faith  and  baptism. 

The  motivation — love. 
Christ's  entire  life  and  ministry 
were  a  personification  of 
God's  unconditional  love.  The 
apostles  and  Early  Church  con- 
tinued to  emphasize  this  all- 
encompassing  love.  The  rapid 
spread  of  the  gospel  must  have 
been  in  large  part  due  to  their 
desire  to  see  others  share  in 
such  extraordinary  love. 

The  method — dialogue  and 
interaction.  The  Ethiopian 
posed  questions  to  Philip  about 
the  Scripture  passages  he  was 
reading.  Paul  asked  Jesus  for  a 
confirmation  of  his  identity. 
The  Philippian  jailer  asked, 
"What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
Cornelius  asked  the  angel  for 
an  explanation  of  his  vision, 
and  asked  Peter  for  an  explana- 
tion. The  woman  at  the  well 
asked  Christ  of  His  identity. 
Nicodemus,  Zacchaeus  ...  all 
interacted  and  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  question,  discuss,  and 
consider  the  claims  of  Christ. 

The  goal — repentance /con- 
version. John  the  Baptist  called 
for  repentance.  Jesus'  teaching 
and  preaching  demanded 
repentance.  Peters'  instruc- 
tions required  repentance. 
Paul's  message  required 
repentance.  Repentance  is  an 
important  step,  from  the 
biblical  viewpoint,  in  the  con- 
version process.  Repentance 
involves  a  change  of  mind  and 
heart;  a  turning  "from."  The 
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other  side  of  repentance  is  con- 
version. It  is  a  person's  turning 
of  allegiance  to  God  in  obe- 
dience and  faith.  In  the  turning 
and  new  lordship  in  life,  God 
regenerates  and  gives  eternal 
life.  "Re-birth,"  "new  life  in 
Christ,"  "obedience  to  the 
faith,"  "hearing  the  Word  of 
the  gospel,"  "hearing  the 
Word,"  "believed,"  "believed 
and  were  baptized"  .  .  .  the 
Scripture  uses  many  terms  to 
describe  a  person  who  has 
moved  from  death  to  life,  from 
doubt  to  faith,  from  sin  to  salva- 
tion. 

The  result — baptism  and 
identification  with  the  church. 
In  the  New  Testament  the  rite 
of  incorporation  into  the  Body 
was  baptism.  Baptism  was  a 
crucial  part  of  becoming  a 
Christian.  "In  fact,"  observes 
Smalley  in  Conversion  in  the 
New  Testament,  "the  New 
Testament  knows  nothing  of 
coming  into  the  body  by  faith 
only.  It  was  faith  and  baptism. 
Baptism  was  the  accompany- 
ing act  of  obedience  and  confes- 
sion, and  without  baptism  a 
believer  did  not  enter  the  early 
community  of  faith." 

5.  Provide  for  a  variety  of  ex- 
posures. As  we  just  noted,  each 
church  member  should  be  able 
to  express  comfortably  the 
meaning  of  Christ  in  his/her 
own  life  to  a  non-Christian 
friend.  A  dialogue  between  two 
friends  on  the  subject  of  the 
church  and  Christianity  would 
include  sharing  one's  personal 
experience  on  the  subject. 
There  is  an  important  credibili- 
ty in  such  sharing  between  two 
respected  friends. 

At  the  same  time,  as  you  plan 
ways  to  communicate  God's 
love  to  the  members  of  your 
Extended  Family,  realize  that 


there  are  additional  ways  | 
communicate  the  message  ./I 
perhaps  more  persuasive^ 
The     pastor,     a  specil 
evangelistic   film,    a  guej 
teacher  or  speaker,  or  a  chur| 
member   with   the   gift  I 
evangelism  may  be  able 
present  the  gospel  in  a  mo 
compelling  way  than  you.  A 
tually,  most  people  who  end  ij 
as   active   Christians  a] 
responsible  church  membe 
have  heard  the  gospel  mo 
than  once  from  more  than  o 
source  prior  to  making  th<! 
decision  for  Christ.  One  pjj 
ticular  research  study  fouil 
that  those  who  were  vital  Chr  a 
tians    and   active  churd 
members  had  heard  the  gosp 
presented  an  average  of  5.8  § 
ferent  times  before  they  ma| 
their  Christian  commitmeii 
This  fairly  high  number  of  a 
posures  to  the  gospel  among  tjj 
group  of  active  Christians  wi 
in  sharp  contrast  to  the  numb! 
of  times  the  gospel  was  hea 
among  people  who  made  a  dej 
sion  but  soon  became  inactiMl 
On   the   average,  chur^i 
dropouts  heard  the  gospel  orj 
twice  prior  to  their  decision. 

This  leads  to  some  importat 
implications  about  cor- 
municating  the  good  news  I 
your  Extended  Family  meii 
bers.  People  who  eventual! 
come  to  Christ  and  become  as 
tive  members  of  your  churl 
need  to  have  enough  exposuri 
of  the  gospel  (and  the  implic* 
tions  of  their  life-changing  den 
sion)  to  feel  they  are  making i 
reasonable  decision— one  thl 
can  live  with  in  the  months  ail 
years  ahead. 

Church  growth  researi 
shows  that  the  person  wH 
makes  a  Christian  decision  I 
the  spur  of  the  momet 
(perhaps  at  the  conclusion  of  js 
emotional  public  meeting  orji 
high-pressure  "manipulativ|: 
presentation)  is  not  likely  |a 
continue  as  an  active  discipl. 
There  is  much  more  hope  it 
the  person  who  has  had  it 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  CHURCH 
LOOKS  AT  DIVORCE 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 
Part  3 


Divorce  is  an  expression  of  sin  in  that  the 
>artners  have  failed  to  attain  the  ideal.  But 
neither  divorce  nor  adultery  is  an  un- 
orgiveable  sin.  We  as  the  church  need  to  be 
orgiving  and  loving  and  be  guided  by  Christian 
)rinciples.  (I  do  agree  that  divorce  is  too  much 
lsed  and  is  used  as  an  "easy  way  out"  for  too 
nany— it  is  another  way  many  in  our  society 
ivoid  self-discipline  and  hard  work  in  order  to 
each  a  desired  goal). 

[V.  What  Can  the  Church/Minister  Do? 

What  can  you  as  an  individual  Christian 
jossibly  do  to  help  someone  who  has  just  gone 
ihrough  the  trauma  of  divorce  or  who  is  in  the 
jrocess  of  legal  separation  and  divorce?  You 
nust  realize  where  they  are  coming  from  and 
vhat  your  real  feelings  are. 

The  divorced  person  may  be  depressed 
swallowed  anger)  feeling  all  life  is  temporari- 
y  meaningless.  They  may  feel  fear  of  the 
'uture,  hostile,  lonely,  rejected,  guilty,  bitter  or 
simply  unable  to  deal  with  life's  simplest  prob- 
ems  and  decisions.  If  you  ask  a  friend  in  this 
situation/ crisis  how  they  feel,  they  may  say 
'Fine!"  This  may  be  because  they  are  afraid 
3f  your  rejection  if  they  share  their  real  feel- 
ings with  you.  You  need  to  realize  that  the 
separation/ divorce  of  someone  whose  marriage 
fou  thought  was  solid  is  a  threat  to  your  own 
narriage  stability,  especially  if  you  were  close 
;o  them.  You  may  begin  to  think,  "If  it  could 
lappen  to  them  it  could  happen  to  us."  You 
nay  be  disillusioned  at  one  or  both's  un- 
aithfulness.  You  are  also  curious  about  what 
hey  are  going  to  do.  Emalene  Shepherd,  in  an 
irticle  entitled  "Ministering  to  Your  Divorced 
rriends"  (Home  Life,  June  1982),  says,  "Don't 
isk  questions,  simply  listen  without  giving  ad- 
rice.  You  think  you  know  how  you'd  react  if 
rou  were  in  their  shoes,  but  don't  tell  them  so. 
rhe  break  has  to  be  made.  Let  him/her  talk 
iboutit." 

Divorce  brings  grief  with  it  just  as  death. 
Divorce  is  the  death  of  a  relationship.  Let 
iivorced/separated  persons  talk  to  you,  for 
hey  need  an  understanding  ear. 

Mel  Krantzler,  in  Creative  Divorce,  points 
>ut:  "Society  recognizes  some  kinds  of  losses. 
Blankets,  food,  and  messages  of  support  pour 
n  to  the  town  destroyed  by  a  hurricane.  The 
ivife  whose  husband  was  lost  receives  personal 


visits  from  military  personnel.  The  mother 
whose  child  dies  attends  a  funeral  ...  A 
funeral  is  society's  formal,  recognition  of  a 
significant  loss.  Society  is  saying  in  a  funeral 
'Your  grief  is  recognized.  It's  quite  proper  to 
feel  as  you  do.  Express  your  emotions.  You 
will  feel  better  for  it.'  Unfortunately,  society 
holds  out  no  such  helping  hand  to  divorced  men 
and  women  experiencing  the  loss  that  comes 
with  the  death  of  a  relationship." 

Mrs.  Shepherd  states  that  if  as  a  Christian 
friend  you  would  like  to  minister  to  divorced 
friends  you  can  become  a  pillar  of  strength  for 
them  by  doing  the  following  (she  was  a  di- 
vorcee for  nine  years  and  has  been  happily 
remarried  for  21  years) : 

1.  PRAY  for  the  person  you  care  about  and  let  that 
person  know  you  are  praying  on  his/her  behalf.  A 
religious  person  often  does  not  know  how  to  pray 
at  low  times  like  this,  especially  since  the  stigma 
of  divorce  is  still  branded  on  one's  forehead  like  a 
big  "D"  in  some  churches  (Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
Scarlet  Letter).  If  a  person  considers  himself/ 
herself  non-religious,  they  won't  be  turned  off  by 
prayer.  They  will  gain  a  new  sense  of  self-worth, 
just  from  the  thought  that  someone  loves  them 
enough  to  pray  about  their  situation  and  believes 
in  a  Higher  Power  to  help  them. 

2.  INVITE  that  person  to  your  home  for  dessert,  a 
snack  or  a  meal.  It's  good  to  be  invited  and  wel- 
comed as  a  single  person.  Quite  often,  the  loss  of 
"couple"  status  ends  people's  social  lives. 

3.  LOVE  them  even  if  you  see  many  mistakes. 
Understanding,  patient  love  is  nourishment  to  a 
troubled  spirit. 

4.  LISTEN  attentively  without  criticism.  Negative 
thoughts  are  destructive.  (Go  easy  on  advice-giv- 
ing—you really  don't  know  what  is  best  for  the 
other  person. ) 

5.  AFFIRM  with  a  warm  tone.  It  will  restore  self- 
esteem.  Be  on  the  alert  for  ways  to  encourage  the 
troubled  person.  Have  a  positive  attitude.  It  is 
catching ! 

6.  REMEMBER  that  person  on  holidays  and  birth- 
days. A  card,  a  phone  call,  or  a  sharing  of  time  on 
these  special  days  is  an  unforgettable,  affirming 
experience. 

The  first  letter  of  each  of  these  six  words 
forms  an  acrostic.  The  word  is  pillar.  That's 
what  your  divorced  friends  need  (don't  be  a 
Bildad,  Zophar  or  Eliphaz— Job's  "com- 
forters"). No  one  likes  or  really  wants  divorce 
but  if  it  happened  to  you  wouldn't  you  like  a 
pillar  to  lean  on? 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


rHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


5 


News  81  Notes 


Buck  Assumes  Pastorate 


CP  i\  ...^ 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck  Jr. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  E.  Buck  Jr. 
recently  began  his  ministry  at 
the  First  Church  of  Tarboro. 
Mr.  Buck  comes  to  Tarboro 
after  having  pastored  Juniper 
Chapel  Church  in  Vanceboro 
for  almost  five  years.  He 
received  his  license  to  preach 
in  1973,  and  became  an  or- 
dained minister  in  1976. 

His  educational  background 
includes  studying  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  Carolina  Bible 
Institute,  and  Southwestern 
College  in  Oklahoma.  He  also 
attends  the  Annual  Billy 
Graham  Association  Evang- 
elism Conference. 

Mr.  Buck  and  his  wife, 
Peggy,  have  two  children:  Lee, 
5;  and  Joshua,  3.  They  are  ex- 
pecting their  third  child  in 
April. 

There  will  be  a  reception  for 
the  new  pastor  and  his  family 
following  the  evening  service 
on  January  29. 

First  Church  of 

Williamston  to  Host  Meetings 

The  Second  District  of  the 
Central  Conference  Union 
Meeting  and  Sunday  School 
Convention  will  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Williamston,  104 
Spruce  Street,  Williamston,  on 
January  29.  The  time  of  the 
meetings  is  3  p.m. 
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Albemarle  Meetings  Planned 

On  January  28,  the 
Albemarle  Union  Meeting  will 
be  held  at  Free  Union  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  near  Pinetown. 
The  Albemarle  League  Conven- 
tion will  convene  that  evening 
at  Mount  Zion  Church.  The 
scheduled  programs  are  as 
follows : 

UNION  MEETING 
OPENING  SESSION 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 
10:00— Devotions,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
10:10— Welcome,  the  Rev.  Aubrey  Wil- 
liamson 

—  Response,    the    Rev.  Bobby 
Brown 

10:15— Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charles  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministers 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10 : 30— Of f ering  for  Denominational  En- 
terprises 

—  Announcements 

—  Prayer  Time 

BUSINESS  SESSION 
10:40— Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

via  Literature 
—Report  of  Press,  via  Literature 
—Report  of  Missions,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Retirement  Homes, 
via  Literature 
10:50— Reading   of  Minutes   of  Last 
Union  for  Information 

—  Report  of  Treasurer 
—Other  Business 
—Announcements  of  Next  Union 

11:00— Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

MORNING  WORSHIP 
11:00— Hymn 

11:20— Special  Music,  Host  Church 
11:25— Message,  the  Rev.  Aubrey  Wil- 
liamson 
—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
7:30— Devotion,  Mr.  Dean  Jones 
7:40— President's  Message,  Mr.  Lloyd 
Jones  Jr. 
—Appointment  of  Digest  Commit- 
tee 
—Offering 

—  Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
—Sword  Drill 
—Hymn 

—Recognition  of  Ministers 
— Announcements 
—Special  Music 
—League  Program 


—Minutes  of  Last  Convention  n 
—Business  of  Digest  Committee 
—Report  of  Digest  Committee  I 
—Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pi 
ture 

—Treasurer's  Report 
—Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
—Adjournment 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 

Cape  Fear  Union  to  Meet 

The  Cape  Fear  Unio  I 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Palme 
Memorial  Church  near  Garnei 
on  Saturday,  January  28,  1984; 
The  scheduled  program  is  aj 
follows : 

10 : 00 — Hymn ,  Congregation 

—Devotion,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Caton  i 

—Welcome,  Host  Church 

—Response,  Mrs.  Grace  Barbour 
10:20— Enrollment  of  Officers  anil 
Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visitors 

—Reading   of   Minutes   of  LasjJ 
Meeting 

—Appointment  of  Committees 

—Roll  Call  of  Churches 

—  Report  of  Denominational  End 
terprises 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Special  Music 

—Offering  and  Offertory  Prayer  ]i 
—Message,  the  Rev.  Don  Venablei 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjournment 
—Lunch  and  Christian  Fellowship 
Jeff  Scarborough,  Moderator 
Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Secretary 

Woman  of  Year  Chosen  at 
Oak  Grove  Church 

A  "Woman  of  the  Year"  has 
been  chosen  at  Oak  Grove' 
Church,  Route  3,  Elm  City.  On 
Sunday  morning,  January  lj 
1984,  Sadie  Patterson  wasfi 
pinned  by  the  auxiliary  presi-|i 
dent,  Mrs.  Thelma  Harris.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  aux-; 
iliary  for  3  years. 

Linda  Farmer  was  runner-| 
up.  The  auxiliary  and  churchj 
are  very  proud  of  these  ladies. 

Micro  Youth  Elect  Officers 

The  Youth  Fellowship  Aux- 
iliary recently  met  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  the  Micro 
Church.  This  meeting  was 
hosted  by  Melisa  Wall. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Foreign  Missions 


NEWS  FROM  BARNARDS 


Shanna,  Jeffrey,  and  Jackie  Barnard 


Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
lave  come  and  gone.  We  have 
>een  enjoying  the  cards  and  let- 
ers  received.  It  is  hard  to  im- 
igine  that  we  have  celebrated 
>ur  second  Christmas  in  the 
Philippines.  We  remembered 
rou  as  you  fellowshiped 
ogether  in  your  respective 
ihurches  and  homes.  Our 
>rayers  of  thanksgiving  go  up 
o  God  for  each  of  you  who  pray 
ind  support  us. 

We  have  several  prayer  re- 
[uests  at  this  time.  The  main 
tern  has  to  do  with  family 
lealth  problems.  Jackie's  back 
eems  some  better,  for  which 
ye  say  thanks  be  unto  God.  But, 
he  is  in  the  midst  of  a  terrible 
oughing  spell.  She  has  been 
oughing  deeply  for  over  2 
yeeks.  We  have  seen  the  doc- 
or  several  times.  They  have 
ried  many  different  remedies 
yhich  have  thus  far  been 
inable  to  stop  or  even  suppress 
he  cough.  She  has  spent  the 
tetter  part  of  2  days  in  bed 
inable  to  catch  her  breath  at 
imes  and  very  weak. 

Shanna  has  the  same  prob- 
em,  but  it  is  in  a  later  and 
/eaker  stage.  She  has  been  ex- 
•eriencing  piercing  headaches 
laily.  Jeffrey  was  diagnosed  as 
laving  asthmatic  bronchitis  on 
op  of  his  primary  complex  syn- 
Irome.  I  just  have  a  common 
lead  cold. 


We  ask  you  to  make  our  re- 
quest for  prayers  concerning 
our  health  a  priority  item  on 
your  prayer  list.  Thank  you. 


I  have  been  witnessing  to  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Tony 
Reyes.  He  is  the  owner  of  the 
garage  where  I  get  the  car 
worked  on.  He  is  a  Catholic.  He 
is  very  interested  in  beginning 
a  home  Bible  study  course,  but 
Satan  seems  to  be  throwing  up 
roadblocks.  Two  Sundays  ago 
we  were  to  begin.  When  I  ar- 
rived Tony's  wife  was  sick  and 
he  did  not  even  come  to  the 
door,  but  sent  his  daughter  to 
tell  me  he'd  contact  me  later  in 
the  week.  The  next  Sunday  he 
had  to  take  a  trip  out  of  town. 
He  finally  said  that  we  ought  to 
wait  a  while  and  give  everyone 
an  opportunity  to  recover. 

Please  pray  for  the  salvation 
of  Tony  and  his  family  and  his 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


HAVE  YOU  HEARD  ABOUT  THE 
WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  AND  RALLY 
SCHEDULED  FOR  MARCH  9,  1984? 
FEATURES  FOR  THE  DAY 

Note:  All  daytime  activities  will  be  on  the  downtown  campus. 
The  World  Missions  Rally  at  7:30  P.M.  will  be  in  College 
Hall,  Mount  Olive  College. 

SEMINARS:  10:00  A.M.  and  1:00  P.M.  Dr.  William  Bennett,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina  and  pastor  of  the  largest  congre- 
gation in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

FDLM:  2:45  P.M.  "First  Fruits"  will  be  shown. 

BANQUET:  5:30  P.M.  For  everyone  who  can  attend.  Price 
$4.50  (information  to  secure  a  count  for  this  meal  will  be 
mailed  in  a  few  days). 

WORLD  MISSIONS  RALLY:  7:30  P.M.  College  Hall.  Dr.  Ben- 
nett will  speak.  Special  music  by  the  "Damascus  Way" 
from  Trinity  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Clayton;  and  Jo 
Ann  Pennington,  Guyla  Evans,  and  Alice  Hines  (three 
members  of  the  original  "Hines  Cousins"  from  Winter- 
ville) 

TESTIMONY:  Phil  Shepard,  vice  president  of  the  State 
Youth  Convention.  Phil  has  applied  to  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Board  to  serve  as  a  summer  missionary  in  the 
Philippines.  We  hope  to  see  a  large  number  of  our  youth  at 
the  rally.  Come  and  show  your  support  for  Phil. 

COMMISSIONING:  of  the  van  der  Plas  Family  for  their  work 
in  the  Philippines. 

This  will  be  a  day  and  night  to  remember.  Come  and  bring 
a  crowd  from  your  church.  The  conference  and  rally  are  for  all 
ages.  There  are  great  blessings  in  store  for  you.  Luke  11:9 
says,  "...  Ask  and  it  shall  be  given  you  .  .  . . "  God  will  grant  us 
a  great  and  spiritual  day  if  we  will  but  pray.  Please  join  us  in 
daily  prayer  for  the  conference  and  rally. 
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Children's  Home 

LETTERS  OF  THANKS 
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"FOSTER  PARENTS: 
YOU  CAN  HELP!" 

by  Beth  Tart 


A  better  tomorrow  hal 
always  been  the  dedicated  con, 
cern  of  the  Free  Will  Baptisj 
Children's  Home,  Inc.  Today's 
children  will  become  the  adult? 
who  share  tomorrow's  world 
No  task  is  more  important  thai} 
helping  children,  hurt  by  life,  t« 
grow  into  healthy,  well 
adjusted,  responsible  citizens. 

The  Foster  Care  Program  oi 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Inc.  has  been  in  ex 
istence  since  1976.  Many  fim 
couples  have  opened  thei} 
hearts  and  homes  to  deserving 
boys  and  girls  who  have  needed 
the  close  and  intimate  relation! 
ships  which  can  best  b« 
developed  in  a  family  setting; 
Children  have  been  provided 
love,  encouragement,  and  nun 
ture  of  the  highest  quality. 

The  foster  child  comes  frorrj 
all  walks  of  life  and  with  g 
varied  background.  The  ma| 
jority  are  from  broken  homes; 
which  makes  each  foster  chilcj 
a  special  child.  He  may  be  ontj 
with  special  learning  needs 
emotionally  affected  by  his! 
family  experience,  a  preschool 
or  teenage  child,  or  maybe 
the  child  primarily  needs  the 
individualization  afforded 
through  family  life  of  a  fostei 
home.  The  foster  child  needs  t( 
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>e  accepted  simply  because  he 
s  a  child.  He  needs  to  be  pro- 
/ided  affection  and  under- 
standing from  adults  who  are 
ible  to  guide  his  growth  with 
patience,  values,  aspirations, 
strength,  and  consistency  in 
relationships. 

A  foster  child  may  range  in 
ige  from  infancy  to  21.  Here  at 
,he  Children's  Home,  there  is  a 
leed  for  foster  homes  that 
;ould  provide  support  and 
security  for  older  children  with 
special  needs.  These  children 
Uso  need  to  be  loved,  accepted 
ind  cared  for  by  caring  and 
inderstanding  adults. 

Being  a  foster  parent  is  a  part 
)f  the  church's  vital  mission  to 
he  world.  It  is  one  way  of 


ministering  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Foster  parents  can  pro- 
vide support  for  children  at  a 
time  in  their  lives  when  their 
situation  is  rather  bleak,  their 
needs  rather  great,  and  their 
demands  rather  high.  If  you 
would  like  to  share  your  life, 
your  home  and  your  family 
with  a  foster  child,  please  con- 
tact the  Children's  Home  by 
phoning  (919)  235-2161,  or  by 
writing  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Inc.,  Box  249, 
Middlesex,  NC  27557. 


YOUTH  MUSICAL  TO  BE 
PRESENTED  AT  REEDY 
BRANCH  CHURCH 

On  Sunday  evening,  January 
29,  at  7  p.m.,  the  youth  of 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Route  1, 
Winterville,  will  present  a 
musical  drama  for  young 
voices  with  lyrics  by  Grace 
Hawthorne  and  music  by  Larry 
May  field. 

The  title  of  the  musical  is 
"Christmas  Fever"  and  it  is 
about  young  people  who  get 
"Christmas  Fever,"  the  real 
spirit  of  Christmas  after 
Christmas,  after  they  have  had 
time  to  reflect  on  the  real 
meaning  of  "giving." 

You  are  invited  to  come  and 
share  in  this  special  program 
with  the  people  of  Reedy 
Branch  Church. 

The  Rev.  Willis  Wilson  is  the 
pastor. 


I  To:  All  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers  and  our  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers'  Widows  | 

|  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  of  North  Carolina  wishes  to  invite  | 

;  you  to  the  annual  Mid- Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet.  This  year's  banquet  will  be  x 

'  held  on  February  17,  in  the  auditorium  on  the  downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  I 

|  College.  Registration  will  begin  at  6 : 30  p.m.  with  the  meal  at  7  p.m.  The  cost  of  the  j 

meal  will  be  $5  per  person,  and  will  be  prepared  by  the  College  Cafeteria  staff.  We  ' 

will  need  to  know  how  many  to  prepare  for,  so  we  request  that  you  complete  the  | 

|  pre-registration  form  below  and  send  it  with  your  $5  per  person  before  February  jj 

11.  The  program  should  be  very  enjoyable  this  year  with  our  own  after-dinner  ! 

j  speaker,  the  Rev.  Willis  Wilson,  presenting  the  program  for  the  evening.  Please  j 
.  make  plans  to  attend!  We  hope  to  see  you  there! 

Ministers'  Widows:  You  will  be  our  special  guests— there  is  no  charge  for  you  for  ! 
|  the  meal.  However  we  do  ask  that  you  send  in  the  pre-registration  form  so  we  will  j 
I  know  to  prepare  for  you.  j 

j  PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM  j 

Mid- Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet 

I  I,   ,  will  be  attending  the  Banquet  on  j 

|  February  17,  and  am  sending  $  for  the  meal,  and  will  have   j 

j  guest(s)  with  me. 

:  Please  send  this  form  to :  Doug  Skinner  ! 
|  Box  117  j 

I  Arapahoe,  NC  28510 

!  Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

j  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  j 

■■>< >«■■>< s^u«m4»< >-«^»< >  mm  < )-*■■>< :<««H>n-«Bn>< >  w  <>■«■►< >•«■■>< >•<■■»< )-«■ 
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Mount  Olive  College 

DEAN'S  LIST 

Seventeen  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  have  been  named  to 
the  Dean's  List  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  Dean's  List  is 
published  to  honor  students 
who  attain  high  scholastic 
standing.  To  qualify  for  the  list 
at  the  completion  of  each 
semester,  a  student  must  be  at- 
tending college  on  a  full-time 
basis  and  achieve  a  quality 
point  average  of  3.2  or  higher.  A 
student  must  not  have  received 
a  grade  below  a  "C"  in  any  sub- 
ject. 

Those  students  named  for 
their  1983  fall  semester  stand- 
ing are:  Kimberly  G.  Ander- 
son, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Durwood  Anderson  of  Pink 
Hill;  Angela  J.  Anthony, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Ossie  B.  An- 
thony of  Wilson;  Donna  L. 
Blalock,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Blalock  of  Fay- 
etteville;  Charles  P.  Hansley, 
son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Hansley  of  Wilmington ;  Calvin 
A.  Heath  of  Walstonburg; 
Robin  L.  Honeycutt,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Honeycutt  of  Dunn;  Wanda  C. 
Jones,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rudolph  Jones  of  Pine 
Level;  Tammy  L.  Marshburn, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken 
Marshburn  of  Beulaville; 
Amelia  Massengill,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Massengill 
of  Four  Oaks;  Sherry  C. 
Mitchell,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  B.  Mitchell  of 
Bridge  ton;  Norma  F.  Reardon, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Norma  P. 
Reardon  of  Mount  Olive;  Pan- 
dora Register,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atlas  M.  Register  of 
Spivey's  Corner;  Judy  C.  Tyn- 
dall,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bobby  Tyndall  of  Dudley; 
William  G.  Tyner  of  Seven 
Springs;  Lori  A.  Wells, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton 
Wells  of  Ay  den;  Carolyn  J. 
Williamson,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Williamson  of 
Mount  Olive ;  and  Joni  Y.  Wood, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Car- 
roll Wood  of  La  Grange. 


GOVERNOR  JOINS  TROJAN  CLUB 


While  on  campus  for  the  Grand  Opening  of  College  Hall,  Governor  James  B 
Hunt  Jr.  joined  the  Trojan  Club.  Shown  with  the  governor  are  Athletics  Directoi 
and  men's  basketball  coach,  Bob  McEvoy,  and  Trojan  basketball  player,  Ray  Luca| 
of  Fayetteville. 

VISITORS  TO  THE  CAMPUS 


Recent  visitors  to  the  college  campus  included  William  "Bill"  McLawhorn  m 
Ayden,  a  member  of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Board  of  Trustees.  Shown  here  (L-R  I 
with  Steve  Raper,  assistant  in  development,  are  McLawhorn' s  son-in-law,  Dr ! 
George  Fouke  of  East  Cleveland,  Ohio;  McLawhorn  and  his  granddaughter" 
Kristen  May,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  Foukes  contributed  a  convention  chair  in  honor  of  Bill  and  Lou  McLawhorn! 
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GIFTS  FOR  COLLEGE  HALL  CHAIRS  NEARS  500 

During  the  week  ending  January  16,  gifts  were  received  for  51 
:onvention  chairs  in  College  Hall.  A  total  of  483  chairs  have  now 
>een  contributed  toward  a  goal  of  800. 

"We  hope  to  receive  gifts  for  the  remaining  317  chairs  by  the 
foreign  Missions  Rally  on  March  9,"  President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
leclared. 

The  cost  of  a  chair  is  $50  and  they  may  be  given  in  honor  or  in 
nemory  of  persons  chosen  by  the  donor.  Contributions  may  be 
nade  by  individuals,  families,  churches,  woman's  auxiliaries, 
ayman's  leagues,  Sunday  schools  or  other  church  groups. 

Summary:  Through  January  16 

800  Chairs  ($50  each) 
483 
317 


eeded 

ifts  to  Date 

alance 


483  Chairs  Through  January  16 


onors 

hristian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill 
[r.  and  Mrs.  J.J.  Grimsley,  Ay  den 
l  Honor  of  Pauline  Sills 

By  Miss  Lellon  Lee  Sills,  Winston-Salem 
l  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  P.  Harris 

By  Dr.  Leonard  Earl  Harris,  Rocky  Mount 
[ilbournie  Church,  Wilson 
l  Memory  of  Sandra  E.  Aldridge  and  Kristen 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs,  Melvin  K.  Everington,  Kinston 
lint  Paul  Sunday  School  and  Church,  Newton  Grove 
l  Memory  of  Earl  H.  Holton 

By  Mount  Zion  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Lowland 
l  Memory  of  Milton  R.  Mizelle 

By  Mount  Zion  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Lowland 
i  Memory  of  Finley  K.  Lupton 

By  Mount  Zion  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Lowland 
l  Memory  of  Luther  W.  Mizelle 

By  Mount  Zion  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Lowland 
i  Memory  of  R.  Blaine  Newton 

By  Mount  Zion  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Lowland 

i\  and  Mrs.  Harold  Whaley,  Newport 

i  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Grubbs  and  Family 

By  the  Widows  of  Hull  Road  Church,  Snow  Hill 
i  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Westbrook 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Barwick  and  Mrs.  Leora  John- 
son, Dudley 
earsall  Chapel  Men's  Fellowship,  Magnolia 
i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Rachel  Turner 

By  Anonymous 
i  Honor  of  Daniel  Webster  Morris 

By  Juniper  Chapel  Adult  Bible  Class,  Vanceboro 
t  Honor  of  Mrs.  Mabel  Rowe 

By  Juniper  Chapel  Adult  Bible  Class,  Vanceboro 
i  Honor  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Griffin,  New  Bern 
oney  Creek  Church,  Goldsboro 
i  Honor  of  Imettie  Raper 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gary  M.  Bailey,  Goldsboro 
i  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  M.  Pate 

By  the  Honorable  and  Mrs.  H.  Martin  Lancaster, 
Goldsboro 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Pollock 

By  Riverside  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Princeton 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Miller 

By  Hugo  Church,  Grifton 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


$40,000 
24,150 
$15,850 


Number 

of  Chairs  Amount 


$  50 
100 
50 

50 

50 
50 

300 
50 

50 
50 


50 


50 


50 


50 
100 

50 


50 
50 

50 

50 

50 

250 
50 

50 

50 
100 


STUDENT  DAY  PLANNED 

All  church  youth  leaders  are 
reminded  of  the  Student  Day 
planned  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

Students  are  invited  to  cheer 
the  Trojan  basketball  team  on 
to  victory  at  1:30  p.m.,  Satur- 
day, January  28.  The  Trojans 
will  play  against  Newport  News 
in  College  Hall.  A  special  stu- 
dent rate  of  $1  per  ticket  will 
apply  for  this  game. 

The  admissions  people  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good 
turnout  and  will  be  on  hand  to 
greet  the  students.  This  is  a 
great  opportunity  to  get  a  close- 
up  look  at  College  Hall  and  to 
enjoy  a  lively  afternoon  of  Col- 

lege  athletics.  

ATTENTION 

WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  col- 
lect your  per  capita  dues,  if  you 
have  not  already  done  so.  These 
dues  should  be  collected  during 
the  first  months  of  the  year,  in 
time  to  be  sent  to  your  district 
treasurer  before,  or  in  time  for, 
your  district  convention.  The 
dues  are  $  .40  per  member  per 
year. 

Send  these  dues  to  your 
district  treasurer;  she  will  keep 
$  .20  and  send  $  .20  to  your  state 
treasurer.  It  is  necessary  that 
you  cooperate  in  this  as  these 
dues  provide  a  part  of  the  funds 
for  the  operational  expenses  of 
your  convention.  Thank  you  for 
your  past  cooperation;  we 
know  that  we  can  continue  to 
count  on  you. 

Your  State  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 

A  SPECIAL  REQUEST 

January  28,  the  Albemarle 
Union  Meeting  will  meet  at 
Free  Union  Church.  All 
churches  are  urged  to  report  by 
delegate  or  letter  in  order  that 
we  may  have  100%.  This  would 
speak  well  for  our  conference. 
Last  year,  we  had  two  con- 
secutive 100%  meetings.  This 
was  appreciated  by  all. 

On  Saturday  night  we  are 
urging  the  leagues  to  take  part 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


11 


Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 


29 


Scripture  Reading— Exodus  35-37 

GOD  HOLDS  THE  FUTURE 
God  holds  the  future  in  His  hand. 

O  heart  of  mine,  be  still! 
His  love  will  plan  the  best  for  thee, 
The  best,  or  light  or  dark  it  be— 
Then  rest  thee  in  His  will. 

God  holds  the  future  in  His  hand. 

Why  should  I  shrink  or  fear? 
Through  every  dark  and  cloudy  day- 
Yea,  all  along  my  pilgrim  way 

His  love  will  bless  and  cheer. 

God  holds  the  future  in  His  hand, 
And  I  can  trust  His  love. 

His  past  declares  His  faithfulness; 

His  eye  will  guide,  His  heart  will  bless, 
Till  I  am  safe  above. 


TUESDAY, 
JANUARY  6L 

Scripture  Reading— Exodus  40 

GOD'S  WILL 
I  asked  the  New  Year  for  some  motto  sweet, 
Some  rule  of  life  by  which  to  guide  my  feet; 
I  asked  and  paused.  It  answered  soft  and  low: 
"God's  will  to  know." 

"Will  knowledge  then  suffice,  New  Year?"  1 
cried; 

But  ere  the  question  into  silence  died, 
The  answer  came,  "Nay,  this  remember,  too, 
God's  will  to  do." 


Once  more  I  asked,  "Is  there  still  more  to  tell?' 
And  once  again  the  answer  softly  fell: 
"Yes,  this  one  thing,  all  other  things  above, 
"God's  will  to  love." 


God  holds  the  future  in  His  hand. 

I  leave  it  all  with  Him. 
I  know  one  day  He  will  explain 
The  "wherefore"  of  each  grief  and  pain, 

Though  reasons  now  are  dim. 

MONDAY,  „ft 
JANUARY  6{3 

Scripture  Reading— Exodus  38,  39 

BEWARE  OF  SHORT  CUTS 
A  plane  crashed  in  Mint  Canyon.  Nine  oc- 
cupants perished.  That  tragic  end  was  not  the 
design  of  the  builder  of  the  plane.  It  was  intended 
to  be  a  servant  of  human  need,  carrying 
messages  of  peace  and  passengers  to  happy 
homecomings.  The  pilot,  however,  decided  to 
take  a  short  cut  across  the  Sierra  Madras.  God's 
children  are  "his  workmanship,  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  has 
before  ordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them" 
(Ephesians  2:10).  As  long  as  we  stay  "on  the 
beam"  and  go  into  the  pathway  of  service  He 
chooses,  we  are  safe.  Let  us  avoid  short  cuts 
which  would  take  us  "off  the  beam"  which  could 
bring  disaster. 


WEDNESDAY,  1 
FEBRUARY  1 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  1-3 

NOT  A  CALAMITY 
"Oh,  General,  what  a  calamity!"  exclaimec 
his  chaplain  to  General  "Stonewall"  Jacksor 
when  the  latter  lost  his  left  arm  in  battle;  t<j| 
which  the  General,  thanking  him  for  his  sym 
pathy,  replied:  "You  see  me  wounded,  but  noi 
depressed,  not  unhappy.  I  believe  it  has  been  ac 
cording  to  God's  holy  will,  and  I  resign  entirelj 
to  it.  You  may  think  it  strange,  but  you  never  saw 
me  more  perfectly  contented  than  I  am  today 
for  I  am  sure  my  Heavenly  Father  designs  thi: 
affliction  for  my  good.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  either  in  this  life  or  in  that  which  is  to  come .1 
shall  discover  that  what  is  now  regarded  as  i\ 
calamity  is  a  blessing.  I  can  wait  until  God,  ii] 
His  own  time,  shall  make  known  to  me  the  object 
He  has  in  thus  afflicting  me.  But  why  should  I  no 
rather  rejoice  in  it  as  a  blessing  and  not  look  on  i  j 
as  a  calamity  at  all?  If  it  were  in  my  power  til 
replace  my  arm  I  would  not  dare  to  do  it  unless  j 
could  know  it  was  the  will  of  my  Heavenl; 
Father." 


When  we  want  to  know  God's  will,  there  are 
three  things  which  always  concur:  the  inward 
impulse,  the  Word  of  God  and  the  trend  of  cir- 
cumstances! 

God  in  the  heart,  impelling  you  forward; 
God  in  His  Book,  corroborating  whatever  He 
says  in  the  heart;  and  God  in  circumstances, 
which  are  always  indicative  of  His  will.  Never 
act  until  these  three  things  agree. 
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Who  has  accomplished  his  task?  He  who  ha 
left  the  world  better  than  he  found  it,  whether  b, 
an  improved  machine,  a  perfect  poem,  or  < 
rescued  soul;  who  has  never  lacked  appreciation 
of  earth's  beauty  or  failed  to  express  it;  wh 
looked  for  the  best  in  others  and  has  given  th 
best  he  had;  whose  life  was  an  inspiration 
whose  memory  is  a  benediction. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS'! 


THURSDAY,  „ 
FEBRUARY  4 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  4-6 

A  JUDGE'S  PRAYER 
A  very  remarkable  testimony  is  given  by 
Judge  Harold  R.  Medina.  It  appears  in  the 
August  number  of  the  Reader's  Digest  (1951) 
under  the  title,  "Someone  Else  on  the  Bench." 
The  judge  achieved  fame  in  presiding  at  the  trial 
of  the  eleven  Communists  in  1949.  He  says  that  he 
has  followed  the  habit  of  prayer  since  boyhood, 
but  since  his  elevation  to  the  bench  he  has  real- 
ized more  than  ever  his  need  for  God's  grace  and 
guidance.  He  is  conscious  of  the  unfailing 
presence  of  God  in  the  courtroom.  During  the 
trial  of  the  Communists  there  were  deliberate  ef- 
forts by  their  supporters  to  wear  down  the  judge 
until  he  would  lose  self-control  that  would  result 
in  a  mistrial.  Judge  Medina  declares  that  the  one 
thing  that  saved  him  and  saved  the  trial,  in  a 
desperate  crisis  hour,  was  the  strange  and 
wonderful  power  that  came  to  him  when,  in  his 
weakness,  he  "asked  God  to  take  charge  of 
things  and  that  His  will  be  done." 


Nothing  lies  beyond  the  reach  of  prayer  ex- 
cept that  which  lies  outside  the  will  of  God. 

FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY  6 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  7,  8 

THERE,  WE  ARE  SAFE! 
Typhoons  and  monsoons  occur  frequently  in 
the  Indian  Ocean.  These  violent  cyclonic  storms 
swirl  around  in  a  circle.  Before  navigators 
learned  how  to  cope  with  them,  there  was  a 
frightful  loss  of  ships  and  lives.  In  explaining 
how  navigators  learned  to  cope  with  typhoons 
and  monsoons,  a  sea  captain  said,  "When  we  run 
into  them  we  locate  the  center,  and  we  go  around 
it.  We  narrow  the  circle  until  we  get  into  the 
center  where  there  is  a  dead  calm !  There,  we  are 
safe!" 

Christ  speaks  with  finality  and  authority  to 
us.  When  we  are  in  the  center  of  His  will,  we  are 
safe.  There,  He  keeps  our  hearts  and  minds  in 
"perfect  peace!" 


In  the  center  of  the  circle 

Of  the  will  of  God  I  stand, 
There  can  come  no  second  causes, 

All  must  come  from  His  dear  hand. 

SATURDAY,  . 
FEBRUARY  4 

Scripture  Reading -Leviticus  9,  10 

BEING  WHERE  GOD  WANTS  YOU 
One  day  Queen  Victoria  visited,  unaccom- 
panied and  unannounced,  some  cottagers  in 


Balmoral,  Scotland.  Among  those  she  visited 
was  an  aged,  lonely,  bedridden  man.  He  didn't 
recognize  Her  Majesty.  He  said,  "I  am  alone.  All 
the  folks  went  away  today,  hoping  to  get  a 
glimpse  of  the  Queen." 

The  Queen  chatted  pleasantly  with  the  old 
man.  She  read  a  chapter  from  the  Bible  to  him. 
Then  she  gave  him  a  five-pound  note.  As  she  left 
she  said,  "When  your  people  come  back,  tell 
them  that  the  Queen  visited  you!" 

We  often  miss  great  blessings  by  not  being 
where  God  wants  us  to  be.  Elijah  would  have 
missed  the  service  of  the  ravens  had  he  not  been 
in  the  place  God  sent  him:  "I  have  commanded 
the  ravens  to  feed  thee  there"  (1  Kings  17:4). 


Samuel  said,  "Speak;  for  thy  servant 
heareth."  Some  say,  "Listen;  for  Thy  servant 
speaketh. " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

Dr.  James  C.  Dobson,  Love  Must  Be  Tough, 
New  Hope  for  Families  in  Crisis,  1983,  Word 
Books,  Waco,  Texas. 

Dr.  Dobson  has  been  called  the  "leading 
Christian  family  counselor  in  America  today." 
He  has  written  several  books,  Dare  to  Discipline, 
Hide  or  Seek,  The  Strong-Willed  Child,  Straight 
Talk  to  Men  and  Their  Wives,  Preparing  for 
Adolescence,  Emotions:  Can  You  Trust  Them?, 
What  Wives  Wish  Their  Husbands  Knew  About 
Women  and  Dr.  Dobson  Answers  Your  Ques- 
tions. 

In  this  book  Love  Must  Be  Tough,  Dr.  Dob- 
son addresses  the  most  serious  and  destructive 
causes  of  family  breakups  and  marriage 
failures.  He  addresses,  forcefully,  the  problem  of 
disrespect  in  marital  relationships,  describing 
its  role  in  the  gradual  drift  toward  divorce  for 
millions  of  couples.  He  discusses  infidelity, 
alcoholism,  wife  beating,  emotional  indif- 
ference, etc. 

This  book  is  especially  helpful  in  a  situation 
where  either  spouse  is  suffering  silently  and  be- 
ing abused  by  the  other  (physically,  emotionally 
or  spiritually).  The  principle  of  "loving 
toughness"  is  not  only  applicable  to  families  in 
crisis,  but  also  in  healthy  marriages  as  well. 
Genuine  love  must  be  tough  in  order  to  survive 
and  grow  in  the  stresses  of  our  world  today.  This 
is  a  good  book  for  anyone  who  seeks  a  better 
understanding  of  human  behavior  and  the  com- 
plex relationships  between  men  and  women. 

If  our  bookstores  do  not  have  this  book  or 
others  written  by  Dr.  Dobson  they  can  order 
them  for  you. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


13 


Sunday  School  Lesson 


For  January  29 

A  DAY  OF  JOY 
AND  GLADNESS 

Lesson  Text:  Isaiah  35:1-6,  8-10 
Memory  Verse:  Isaiah  35:10 

"A  Day  of  Joy  and  Glad- 
ness"—what  a  happy  title  for  a 
lesson!  In  reality,  our  study  to- 
day is  about  the  love  of  God,  for 
it  speaks  of  a  gladness  that  can 
be  known  only  from  within  the 
boundaries  of  His  love.  The  love 
of  God  is  spontaneous.  That  is, 
it  originates  from  within 
Himself,  a  voluntary  move- 
ment toward  us. 

Contemplate  that  last  state- 
ment. God's  love  is  a  voluntary 
movement  toward  us !  Can  it  be 
true  that  God's  love  is  really 
spontaneously  directed  toward 
us,  even  though  we  may  be 
unlovable?  Yes,  it  is  true.  It  is 
the  mystery  of  grace,  of 
undeserved  divine  favor.  And 
this  truth  is  the  theme  of  the  en- 
tire Bible.  God  is  forever  seek- 
ing to  draw  us  into  His 
fellowship  so  that  we  may 
receive  blessing. 

How  beautifully  Francis 
Thompson  expressed  this  truth 
in  his  poem,  "The  Hound  of 
Heaven."  God  in  His  love  is 
relentless.  We  flee  from  Him, 
yet  "with  unhurrying  chase" 
He  hounds  us.  And  this  con- 
tinues, no  matter  where  we 
flee,  until  we  realize  the  truth 
when  He  asks : 

How  little  worthy  of  any  love  thou 
art! 

Whom  wilt  thou  find  to  love  ignoble 
thee 

Save  Me,  save  only  Me? 

There  and  then,  in  our 
misery,  we  suddenly  realize  the 
great  truth  that  He  does  love  us 
all  the  while. 

This  means  that  as  His  be- 
loved we  are  the  recipients  of 
His  care  and  concern.  We  are  in 
His  plans!  His  purposes  for 
eternity  include  us.  Whatever 
our  lot,  He  desires  to  share  it 
with  us,  and  this  means  both 
our  joys  and  our  sorrows. 

The  word  happiness  does  not 
appear  in  the  Bible,  and  even 


the  word  happy,  which  we  do 
find,  could  well  be  translated 
"blessed."  The  kind  of  hap- 
piness God  bestows  is  a  divine 
blessedness  that  is  experienced 
in  spite  of  conditions.  It  comes 
from  knowing  that  God  is  near 
at  all  times  and  in  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

But  our  lesson  today  deals 
with  joy  and  gladness,  joy  and 
gladness  that  are  certain 
because  they  are  promised  by 
the  God  of  Heaven  who  loves  us 
and  shares  even  Himself 
with  us. 

In  our  study  of  Isaiah  we 
should  note  that  Chapters  34 
and  35  belong  together.  The 
former  speaks  of  God's  severe 
judgment.  Edom  is  singled  out 
to  receive  the  wrath  of  God  for 
her  wickedness  toward  Judah, 
the  people  of  God.  However,  the 
chapter  is  not  just  a  prediction 
of  judgment  upon  Edom.  That 
nation  is  used  as  an  example  of 
how  God  will  deal  with  all  who 
set  themselves  against  Him 
and  against  His  people.  But  the 
storm  of  judgment  promised  in 
Chapter  34  gives  way  to  the 
sweet  calm  and  blessing  that 
constitute  the  promise  of 
Chapter  35. 

Isaiah  was  no  idle  dreamer. 
He  was  quite  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence of  evil  in  the  world  and 
suffered  his  share  because  of  it. 
Yet,  as  a  man  of  faith  in  God  he 
viewed  as  a  certainty  the  ulti- 
mate coming  of  a  time  of  joy 
and  gladness  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord.  Always  he 
recognized  that  God's  purpose 
included  two  aspects— wrath 
for  the  wicked  and  redemption 
and  blessing  for  those  who 
would  turn  to  Him.  Last  week 
we  had  these  two  aspects 
presented  metaphorically, 
when  God  was  represented  as  a 
lion,  defending  His  own,  and  as 
a  mother  bird,  providing  tender 
care  for  them. 

As  noted,  Isaiah  was  fully 
conscious  of  the  stern  realities 
of  life,  of  the  existence  of  evil 
and  of  tragedy.  Yet  he  was  an 


ultimate  optimist.  He  might 
live  to  see  the  day;  he  migl 
have  to  suffer  for  his  faith,  an 
tradition  says  that  he  did;  bi 
he  never  doubted  that  God' 
glorious  day  would  come.  (I 
Chapter  42  and  following 
Isaiah  reveals  that  the  Servar 
of  the  Lord  would  be  the  ager 
by  whom  that  day  woul 
come.) 

Chapter  35,  then,  is  a  song  c. 
gladness.  It  is  a  promise  d 
the  transformation  of  th 
wilderness  into  a  beautifu 
garden.  People  also  will  ex 
perience  renewal:  the  wea 
becoming  strong;  the  fearful 
brave;  the  blind,  able  to  see 
the  deaf,  able  to  hear;  th 
lame,  able  to  walk;  and  th 
tongues  of  the  speechless,  abl 
to  sing. 

Not  until  we  come  to  the  las 
two  verses  of  our  printed  tex 
do  we  understand  who  it  is  wh< 
will  enjoy  this  promise* 
paradise— the  redeemed  of  th 
Lord.  There  will  be  a  highway 
especially  prepared  for  them,  i 
highway  that  leads  to  Zion,  th 
city  of  God. 

There  are  some  who  woul< 
define  religion  as  "man 
upreach  toward  God."  Witl 
such  a  definition  as  this  ii 
mind,  some  say,  "We  are  all  go 
ing  to  the  same  place;  we  an 
just  traveling  different  ways.' 
If  each  is  going  his  own  way 
then  we  may  add  that,  possibly 
one  way  is  as  good  as  another 
Or  should  we  say  that  one  way 
is  as  bad  as  another?  But  th< 
Bible  raises  the  question 
"Who,  by  searching,  can  find 
God?" 

The  Bible  also  reveals  thai 
we  no  longer  have  to  search  foi 
God  in  any  way  of  man's  devis 
ing,  for  He  has  already  re 
vealed  Himself  to  us.  In  addi 
tion,  He  has  shown  us  not  man's 
way  but  His  way  to  eternal  life 
and  to  fellowship  with  Him.  It  is 
the  way  of  Christ,  who  Himseb 
said,  "No  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me."— Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 
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6  STEPS 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

umber  of  exposures  to  various 
lements  of  the  gospel,  has  seen 
hristianity  demonstrated  in 
le  lives  of  others,  and  has  con- 
idered  the  important  implica- 
ons  of  his/her  decision. 
How  do  you  provide  for  this 
nportant  variety  of  Christian 
nd  gospel  exposures  for  your 
xtended  Family  member? 
gain,  the  unique  and  ir- 
jplaceable  resources  of  the 
»cal  church  come  into  play 

As  mentioned  previously, 
ringing  non-Christian  friends 
>  church-sponsored  events 
irves  to  both  enlarge  their 
tm  view  of  Christ  in  people's 
ves,  and  to  build  friendships 
ith  other  Christians.  But 
ringing  your  Extended  Fami- 
r  member  to  church-related 
/ents  also  allows  the  person  to 
Bar  and  see  other  aspects  of 
le  gospel.  A  "full-blown" 
/angelistic  message  and  in- 
itation  are  not  required  (or 
jrhaps  even  desired)  at  every 
lurch-sponsored  event.  A 
rief  devotional  or  prayer  at 
te  beginning  or  end  of  the 
/ent  satisfactorily  serves  the 
nportant  function  of  providing 
te  non-Christian  with  a  grow- 
g  understanding  and  perspec- 
ve  of  the  gospel. 
This  need  for  a  variety  of 
/angelistic  exposures  means  a 
lurch  needs  to  provide  ade- 
jate  opportunity  for  members 
i  bring  their  non-Christian 
lends  and  relatives.  Worship 
irvices  and  Sunday  school 
asses  may  be  one  means  in 
lis  process.  But  other  events 
lay  need  to  be  designed  to  pro- 
de  such  support  to  the  church 
lember.  Films,  printed 
laterials,  special  outings  and 
)cial  events,  home  Bible 
udies,  inquirer's  classes, 
)ecial  interest  seminars  can 
i  used  as  ways  to  provide  ex- 
Dsure  to  the  good  news.  The 
iy  insight  is  not  what  the  par- 
cular  means  of  communica- 
Dn  is,  but  rather,  the  number 
id  variety  of  exposures— how 


many  times  and  from  how 
many  sources  has  your  Ex- 
tended Family  member  been 
exposed  to  a  portion  of  the  good 
news  through  the  church?  The 
more  exposures  he/she  has,  the 
better  the  chances  of  that  per- 
son understanding  the  love  of 
Christ  and  becoming  a  respon- 
sible church  member.  Look  for 
ways  to  help  bring  this  about. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 

NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
Officers  for  the  1984  year 
were  elected  as  follows :  Teresa 
Wall,  president;  Gary  Evans, 
vice  president;  Melisa  Wall, 
secretary;  Mechelle  Wall, 
treasurer;  Judy  Korne gay,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Angela 
Jones,  assistant  secretary; 
Connie  Pate,  program  chair- 
man; Kenda  Woodruff,  alter- 
nate; and  Kathy  Hinnant  and 
Fonda  Jones,  youth  leaders. 

First  Union  Meeting  of 
Western  Conference  to  Meet 

The  First  Union  Meeting  of 
the  Western  Conference  will 
meet  with  Pleasant  Plain 
Church,  Route  2,  Selma,  at  10 
a.m.,  on  Saturday,  January  28. 
The  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry  will 
bring  the  union  message.  The 
Rev.  Ray  Wells  is  moderator; 
and  the  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner 
is  acting  clerk. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
employees.    Pray    for  his 
family's  health  and  prosperity. 
Pray  that  soon  we  might  begin 
our  Bible  study  with  him. 

Another  person  who  we  have 
been  witnessing  to  is  the  acting 
postmaster  of  the  post  office 
where  our  mail  box  is.  Her 
name  is  Evangeline  Espiritu. 
She  is  also  a  Catholic,  but  she 


has  been  faithfully  reading  her 
New  Testament  for  a  year  now 
and  is  wanting  to  be  able  to 
understand  God's  Word  better. 
We  hope  to  begin  a  Bible  study 
with  her  soon. 

Many  things  are  happening 
politically  and  economically 
here  in  Manila.  Time  and  space 
do  not  allow  me  to  go  into 
detail.  Please  pray  for  peace  in 
the  Philippines.  Pray  for  con- 
tinued opportunities  for  the 
gospel  witness.  Pray  especially 
for  continued  open  doors  and 
visa  approvals  for  incoming 
missionaries. 

As  always,  pray  for  the  lost! 
Only  Christ  in  a  person's  life 
can  bring  lasting  peace  and 
blessed  assurance. 

Charles  Barnard 
REQUEST 
(Continued  from  Page  11) 
in  the  League  Convention, 
which  meets  at  Mount  Zion 
Church.  Surely  we  don't  want  to 
see  our  League  Convention  die. 
In  order  to  keep  it  alive  leagues 
must  participate. 

After  God's  blessing  during 
1983,  how  can  we  let  Him  down 
in  1984?  He  wants  us  to  seek 
Him  and  His  righteousness 
first. 


Charlie  Overton 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes  and  Family  3  150 

By  Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bryce  Rouse  1  50 

By  Rooty  Branch  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Chandler  1  50 

By  AFC  of  Bethany  Church,  Winterville 
First  Church  of  Rocky  Mount,  Rocky  Mount  1  50 

Piney  Grove  Church  (Pitt),  Greenville  8  400 

Totals  (January  10  through  16)  ~ET  $2,550 
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Travel  to  magical  kingdoms,  move  through  time,  visit  other  coun- 
tries, sail  the  seven  seas,  read  about  the  lives  of  famous  people, 
become  more  learned  on  doctrinal  matters  ...  all  in  your  own 
backyard  or  living  room! 

Books  packed  with  adventure,  excitement,  and  inspiration  can  be 
found  in  abundance  at: 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  its  branch  bookstores— 
New  Bern,  Smithfield,  Wilson,  Kinston,  and  White ville 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


The  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen 

January  5,  1912 — January  22,  198l> 


SERVANT  OF  GOD,  WELL  DONE 

Servant  of  God,  well  done. 

Rest  from  thy  loved  employ ; 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 

Enter  thy  Master's  joy. 

"    -  ^ 
The  pains  of  death  are  past, 

Labor  and  sorrow  cease, 

And  life's  long  warfare  closed  at  last, 

Thy  soul  is  found  in  peace. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done. 

Thy  glorious  warfare  past; 
The  battle's  fought,  the  race  is  won 

And  thou  art  crowned  at  last. 

—  Selected 
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THE  CHURCH 
LOOKS  AT  DIVORCE 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

constructively  with  minor  problems  before  they 
become  major.  A  happy  marriage  doesn't  just 
happen.  Marriage  needs  cultivation  and  nourish- 
ment. Last  year  we  instituted  a  "Family  Life 
Emphasis  Week,"  using  the  James  C.  Dobson 
film  series.  This  year  we  will  use  the  "Brecehen- 
Faulkner  Marriage  Enrichment  Series." 

5.  We  have  a  Family  Night  Fellowship  Din- 
ner once  each  quarter  in  place  of  evening  wor- 
ship to  encourage  family  participation. 

6.  We  have  been  having  a  "Cragmont  Fami- 
ly Weekend  Retreat"  for  about  12  years  as  a 
family  ministry. 

As  churches/ministers  we  must  be  sensitive 
to  supportive  and  healing  as  the  Church  Family 
Ministry.  We  as  the  church  have  to  deal  with  the 
problem  of  forgiveness  of  adultery  and  divorce.  I 
believe  that  an  "ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a 
pound  of  cure."  The  church  must  strive  with  all 
its  best  resources  to  help  people  have  good 
strong  and  healthy  marriages.  When  divorce  or 
adultery  does  happen,  we  should  react  and  act 
like  Christians— and  not  like  an  assemblage  of 
Pharisees!  The  church  is  made  up  of  sin- 
ners—not morally  perfect  people.  The  act  of 
divorce  or  adultery  is  no  greater  nor  more  un- 
forgiveable  than  any  other  sin.  There  is  only  one 
unpardonable  sin  (cf.  Mark  3:28,  29)  and  it  is  not 
divorce  or  adultery.  I  believe  that  John  8 : 1-11  is  a 
fitting  Scripture  to  close  this  discussion.  William 
Barclay  calls  this  passage  the  "Gospel  of  the 
Second  Chance"  in  his  commentary  of  John. 
Therein,  Jesus  acknowledged  the  woman's  sin, 
forgave  her,  and  did  not  force  her  to  live  in  con- 
demnation for  the  rest  of  her  life.  In  Matthew 
22:37-40,  Jesus  identifies  the  supreme  command- 
ment. I  believe  that  He  meant  what  He  said.  I 
believe  that  "love"  is  the  supreme  command- 
ment and  must  take  precedence  over  any  other 
injunction  the  Scripture  gives  us  in  the  applica- 
tion of  faith  to  life. 
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Part  4 

What  can  we  as  a  church  do  to  reduce  the 
vorce  rate  and  help  prevent  divorces? 

1.  Young  people  should  not  feel  that  after 
gh  school  or  college  they  "have  to  get 
larried."  Marriage  is  not  for  everyone.  Mar- 
age  should  not  be  seen  as  the  only  way  to  hap- 
ness  for  an  adult. 

2.  Churches/ministers  need  to  help  engaged 
mples  prepare  for  marriage  (some  things  can 
i  done  prior  to  engagement). 

a.  Talk  to  high  school  students  about  dating  behavior, 
sexuality.  Share  "good"  films  with  them.  Talk  about 
Christian  values  and  standards  on  morality.  Give 
them  good  books  to  read  (Letters  to  Karen  and  Let- 
ters to  Phillip  by  Charlie  Shedd;  Youth  Considers 
Marriage  by  David  R.  Moore ;  Sex  Is  More  Than  a 
Word,  Andrew  Lester). 

b.  Establish  a  pre-marital  counseling  ministry  with 
couples  who  are  engaged.  It  is  mandatory  in  my 
church.  If  a  couple  wants  me  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony they  have  to  complete  the  pre-marital  guid- 
ance first.  Support  your  pastor  in  this.  Don't  ask 
him  for  a  "quickie"  wedding  if  this  is  his  policy— 
At  present  I  am  involved  with  three  couples. 

c.  Engaged  couples  are  characteristically  starry-eyed 
and  have  romanticized  their  relationships.  They 
may  be  blind  to  their  spouse's  faults  and  their  own. 
They  need  to  "burst  this  idealized  bubble"  before 
marriage. 

d.  Love  is  the  only  valid  basis  for  marriage  but  it  is 
not  the  only  reason  people  get  married.  They  get 
married  to  get  away  from  parents,  prove  their 
adulthood,  and  because  of  premarital  sexual  in- 
volvements. A  lot  of  divorces  take  place  because  the 
relationship  was  in  trouble  before  the  wedding. 

3.  Ministry  to  newlyweds  is  another  option: 
newlywed  class  held  any  time  from  six  months 
the  first  anniversary  is  a  good  idea.  The  first 
$ar  of  marriage  is  one  of  the  most  critical 
jriods  of  marriage.  Many  important  ad- 
stments  have  to  be  made. 

4.  Marriage  enrichment  is  a  very  good  idea 
r  a  church  to  offer.  Enrichment  is  designed  to 
ilp  good  marriages  grow  and  to  learn  to  deal 


Your  Church  Can  Grow 

by  Robert  Gee  Witty 


Growth  by  Survey 

The  Plan 

1.  Obtain  by  survey  a  list  of 
prospects. 

2.  Sort  out  these  names  for  a 
contact  plan. 

3.  Include  in  the  contact  plan 
both  immediate  and  continuing 
follow-up  of  the  prospects. 

4.  Integrate  the  survey  infor- 
mation into  the  regular  constit- 
uency file. 

5.  Limit  the  time  for  gathering 
survey  information  not  in- 
tegrated into  the  regular  con- 
stituency file. 

6.  Discard  the  names  of  those 
who,  after  prayerful  contact,  do 
not  respond. 

The  Procedures 

After  initial  survey  the 
following  procedures  will  prove 
helpful: 

1.  Recognize  the  workers. 
Public  expression  of  apprecia- 
tion or  some  adequate  recogni- 
tion to  the  survey  workers 
should  express  the  church's 
thanks  for  special  service.  Such 
recognition  gives  value  to  the 
work  and  encourages  others  in 
the  effective  use  of  the  survey. 

2.  Put  the  plan  into  opera- 
tion. Two  methods  offer 
benefits : 

a.  Use  a  trained  group  of 
senior  members  to  telephone 
families,  giving  them  a  per- 
sonal invitation. 

b.  Mail  a  friendly  (form)  let- 
ter of  invitation  from  the  pastor 
to  each  prospective  household. 
This  gives  immediate  contact. 
(The  seniors  should  be  properly 
trained  in  order  that  their 
telephone  contacts  will  be  ef- 
fective.) 

3.  Form  an  evaluation- 
distribution  committee  from 
the  Sunday  school  for  visita- 
tion. This  committee  will: 

a.  Assign  a  visit  to  the  age 
group  that  can  best  make  an 


evaluation  of  the  prospects  of  a 
specific  household.  The  visit 
should  give  a  friendly  welcome, 
a  spiritual  message,  infor- 
mative literature.  The  visit 
should  obtain  information 
about  the  prospects  in  the 
household. 

b.  This  committee  will  need, 
on  the  basis  of  this  evaluative 
report,  to  discard  those  who  are 
not  prospects,  and  distribute 
those  good  prospects  into 
regular  church  constituency 
files  for  enlistment  or  cultiva- 
tion. 


c.  On  the  basis  of  tlf 
evaluative  report,  make  / 
separate  list  of  the  be 
prospects  for  an  immedia 
enlistment  visit  by  the  staff  ij; 
by  a  special  group  of  workers. 

4.  Recognize  that  the  value  ji 
a  survey  is  only  temporal 
because  of  mobility.  When  tl 
non-prospects  have  bee> 
discarded  and  the  possib 
prospects  contacted  and  i 
tegrated,  the  survey  should  t 
closed  until  that  time  whe 
another  is  needed.  In  mar, 
cases,  an  annual  survey  is  pr 
ductive. 


Readers  are  encouraged  to  sen 
ideas  and  successful  evangelism  pr 
cedures  to  the  editor,  to  be  printed  i 
her  discretion. 


6  STEPS  TO  EFFECTIVE 
DISCIPLE  MAKING 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199,  Jackson,  Mississippi.) 

Part  4 

6.  Patience.  Exercising  patience  and  consistency  is  vitallji 
important  in  the  disciple-making  process.  Remember  that  each 
person  in  your  Extended  Family  is  at  a  different  level  of  develop- 
ment. Not  all  fruit  ripens  at  the  same  time. 

As  you  are  involved  in  the  process  of  making  disciples,  it  is, 
important  to  let  the  Holy  Spirit  do  the  work,  and  not  take  it  upor 
yourself  to  force  a  decision.  Paul  Little  has  rightly  observed,! 
"None  of  us  can  play  God  for  another  person.  We  can't  determine^ 
the  stage  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  in  his/her  life.  It  may  take; 
several  years  for  him/her  to  come  to  the  Saviour  and  a  long  period 
of  disinterest  may  precede  his/her  decision.  For  Christ's  sake,  we 
must  love  them  nonetheless.  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  we,  who  con-; 
verts  an  individual."  i 

Trying  to  manipulate  a  non-Christian  into  a  "decision,") 
through  a  series  of  dramatic  appeals  or  pre-conceived  steps,i| 
results  in  a  staggering  number  of  "dropouts"  in  a  short  period  of 
time.  The  "new  life"  of  the  unfortunate  people  who  are  victims  ofi 
a  "quick-sell"  decision  rarely  becomes  a  reality.  Such  "instant 
evangelism,"  as  Samuel  Southard  puts  it,  produces  many 
"stillborn  babies." 

Helping  people  understand  the  implications  of  God's  uncondi- 
tional love,  in  their  own  time  frame  and  their  own  life  situation.1 
requires  patience  and  consistency.  It  is  a  process  that  should  not 
be  hurried.  View  the  act  of  expressing  God's  love  to  members  of 
your  Extended  Family  as  a  continuing  part  of  your  everyday  life, 
a  process  in  which  you  willingly  enter  into  a  long-term  commit-j 
ment  of  your  time  and  energy  for  seeing  your  friend  come  toj 
Christ  and  the  church. 

This  article  is  synthesized  from  one  chapter  in  the  new  book  The  Master's  Plan 
for  Making  Disciples  by  Dr.  Win  Arn  and  Dr.  Charles  Arn  of  the  Institute  for 
American  Church  Growth.  The  entire  book  may  be  ordered  by  calling  (toll  free) 
1-800-423-4844.  The  price  of  the  book  is  $6.95. 
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otable  November  at 
jiving  Waters 

November  of  1983  was  a  very 
pecial  month  for  the  members 
f  Living  Waters  Church  at 
ikeville. 

On  November  2,  the  mem- 
ers  agreed  on  a  goal  of  $12,000 
as  compared  to  $10,000  for 
)83)  for  the  tenth  annual  Faith 
romise  Missions  Conference. 

faith  promise  is  a  promise 
lat  an  individual  makes  to 
ive  a  certain  amount  toward 
le  missionary  work  of  the 
tiurch.  This  amount  promised 
i  above  the  regular  tithes  and 
fferings.  The  goal  seemed 
Lmost  impossible  for  a  group 
E  less  than  one  hundred  people. 
During  the  conference,  which 
as  held  November  11-13, 
isiting  missionaries  gave 
eports  of  their  work  in 
akistan,  New  Guinea,  Spain, 
frica,  and  Indonesia.  The 
lessages  for  each  service  were 
rought  by  veteran  missionary, 
le  Rev.  Harold  Stevens,  who 
srved  27  years  in  South  Africa, 
sing  as  his  text  Mark  9:23, 
uke  1:37,  and  18:27,  on  Sunday 
lorning,  he  brought  an  inspir- 
lg  message  entitled  "Im- 
ossibilities."  At  the  final  ser- 
ice  on  Sunday  night  the  total  of 
le  faith  promise  offering  was 
L6.370. 

Sunday,  November  27,  had 
een  chosen  as  the  day  to 
elebrate  the  tenth  anniversary 
f  the  occupany  of  the  church 
uilding.  This  was  also  the  date 
>r  a  special  collection  to  pay 
ff  the  debt  of  $7,435.45  on  the 
uilding. 

The  anniversary  day  came 
ith  a  full  schedule  of  ac- 
vities.  Mrs.  LaRue  Taylor, 
hurch  historian,  gave  a  brief 
istory  of  the  church  since  it 
'as  organized  in  January  1973. 
ome  of  the  highlights  men- 
oned  were  that  129  people 
ave  been  baptized  and  $134,000 
as  been  given  to  support  mis- 
Lonary  work  around  the  world, 
he  also  paid  tribute  to  the 
eceased  members,  who  are: 
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Danny  Smith,  Annie  E.  Howell, 
Glen  Pope,  who  were  charter 
members;  and  Erick  Ethridge, 
Eddie  Gurganus,  Monroe 
Justice,  John  Lundquist,  Den- 
nis Smith,  and  Estelle 
Strickland.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Royce  Reynolds,  brought 
a  challenging  message  at  the 
morning  worship  hour.  Hearts 
were  lifted  and  the  vision  in- 
creased for  those  who  were 
present. 

The  collection  for  the  day  was 
more  than  enough  to  pay  the  in- 
debtedness. A  note-burning  ser- 
vice was  held  as  the  climax  of 
the  afternoon  service. 

Central  District  Youth  Meet 

The  Central  District  Youth 
Fellowship  met  January  21,  at 
7:30  p.m.,  at  Hickory  Grove 
Church.  There  were  13 
churches  represented  with  an 
attendance  of  280  people.  The 
banners  were  given  to  the 
following  churches:  Cherubs, 
Elm  Grove  with  100%;  AFC, 
there  was  a  tie  between  Elm 
Grove  and  King's  Cross  Roads 
with  100% ;  YFA,  there  was  also 
a  tie  between  Elm  Grove  and 
Rose  Hill  with  75%.  The  church 
with  the  most  there  was  King's 
Cross  Roads  with  43  people  in 
attendance. 

The  program  for  the  meeting 
was  a  talent  contest  with 
talents  being  presented  from 
all  of  the  churches  wishing  to 
participate.  The  winners  were 
as  follows:  First  place,  King's 
Cross  Roads  Youth  Choir; 
Marlboro  Youth  Choir;  Cindi 
Moye  from  Marlboro;  and 
Charles  Herring  from  Bethany  ; 
second  place,  King's  Cross 
Roads  Gospel  Band;  La  Grange 
YFA ;  Kelly  Hart  of  La  Grange ; 
and  Tarboro,  First  Church. 
Congratulations  go  to  all  the 
winners  and  especially  to  all  of 
those  that  gave  their  time  and 
talent  to  participate  in  the  con- 
test. A  special  thanks  goes  to 
Hickory  Grove  Church  for 
hosting  a  great  meeting. 


RETIREMENT 
HOMES 


December,  1983 
Total  $2,797.85 

ALBEMARLE 

Mount  Zion 
St.  Paul 
Total 


CAPE  FEAR 

Bethel 

Lanwood  Chapel 
Total 

CENTRAL 

Bethany 
Conference 
Daniels  Chapel 
Edge  wood 
Rocky  Mount,  First 
Saratoga 
Tarboro,  First 
Total 

EASTERN 

Bridgeton 
Dublin  Grove 
Holly  Springs 
Oriental 
Total 

PEE  DEE 

Oak  Grove 
Total 

WESTERN 

Barnes  Hill 
Little  Rock 
Pine  Level 
Pleasant  Hill 
Rosebud 
Sherron  Acres 
Spring  Hill 
Stoney  Creek 
Wilson,  First 
Total 

STATEWIDE 

First,  St.  Cloud,  Florida 
Total 


$  92.77 
10.00 
$102.77 


$100.00 
25.00 
$125.00 


$  25.00 
250.00 
50.00 
5.00 
35.00 
50.00 
125.00 
$540.00 


$  26.00 
15.00 
500.00 
5.00 
$546.00 


$  31.58 
31.58 


$  37.50 
200.00 
250.00 
50.00 
50.00 
25.00 
125.00 
700.00 
5.00 
$1,442.50 


$  10.00 
$  10.00 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 
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YEW  AWT  TWO  REED 
THIS  HEAR  ARTIKUL 


An  illiterate  salesman  had 
been  sent  on  a  selling  assign- 
ment. His  letters  to  the  boss  are 
worth  reading. 

"Dear  Boss:  I  seen  this  outfit 
which  they  ain't  never  bought  a 
dime's  worth  of  nothing  from 
us— I  sole  them  a  coupul  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  worth  of 
guds.  I'm  now  in  Chkawgo." 
Two  days  later  a  second  letter 
arrived  at  the  home  office.  It 
read  "I  cum  hear  and  sole  them 
half  milyon." 

Both  letters  were  posted  on 
the  bulletin  board  with  a  note 
added  by  the  company  presi- 
dent. Catching  the  spirit  of  the 
situation,  the  president  wrote  in 
this  fashion:  "We  bin  spendin 
to  much  time  hear  trying  to 
spel  instead  of  tryin  to  sel.  Let's 
watch  these  sails.  I  want 
everybody  shud  reed  these  let- 
ters from  Gooch  who  is  on  the 
rode  doin  a  grate  job  for  us,  and 
you  shud  go  out  and  do  like  he 
done." 

As  a  minister,  let  me  say 
this:  "Peopul  are  movin  into 
this  hear  community  and  we 
aint  getting  'em  invited  and 
vistud.  Least  wise  not  fast  enuf . 
Peopul  live  rite  near  us  and  we 
ain't  invitin  'em  to  church  and 
Bibul  Skul  and  they  don't  not  go 
nowhere.  Les  us  do  like  Gooch 
done  and  jes  do  our  level  bess 
with  what  we  have  and  wurk  for 
Christ  and  Christ's  church. 

— Nashville  Narrator 


Mount  Olive  College 


FEBRUARY  IS  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MONTH  / 
FOR  ORIGINAL  FREE  WDLL  BAPTISTS 

Now  is  the  time  when  high  school  seniors  are  making  fin; 
plans  for  College.  In  mid- January  applications  to  Mount  Olive  Cc 
lege  were  approximately  70%  ahead  of  one  year  ago.  We  encouraj 
every  Free  Will  Baptist  student  to  consider  the  many  advantages  < 
attending  our  own  College. 

Mount  Olive  is  a  different  kind  of  college.  The  most  importai 
characteristic  of  Mount  Olive  College  is  our  commitment  to  Chri 
tian  faith  and  values  and  to  academic  excellence.  We  regard  eac 
student  as  a  child  of  God  and  we  seek  to  provide  for  him  or  her  th 
kind  of  educational  experiences  that  will  meet  his/her  needs. 

We  care  for  our  students.  Mount  Olive  is  known  for  the  clos! 
and  meaningful  relationships  which  exist  between  faculty  an1 
students.  The  campus  is  a  place  where  each  student  knows  he  ca 
turn  to  his  teacher  for  help,  understanding  and  assistance. 

Those  who  enroll  this  fall  will  have  the  option  of  continuing  £ 
Mount  Olive  for  four  years.  The  junior  year  will  be  added  this  yea 
and  the  senior  year  in  1985. 

Financial  aid  is  available,  based  on  both  merit  and  need.  Twj 
special  grants  are  available  to  qualified  full-time  Free  Will  Baptis 
students  from  North  Carolina. 

Annually  Four- Years 

$1,250  $5,000        Free  Will  Baptist  Tuition  Grant 

750  3,000        North  Carolina  Legislative  Tuition  Grant  (based  upon  | 

    appropriations  by  the  General  Assembly. ) 

$2,000  $8,000        Total  Free  Will  Baptist  and  Legislative  Grants. 

In  addition  to  the  above  programs,  students  may  qualify  fc 
Federal  grants  up  to  $1,800  based  on  need. 

Mount  Olive  College  also  awards  academic  honors  scholar 
ships  ranging  from  $500  to  $1,500  annually.  Other  grants  includl 
athletic,  music,  art,  and  ministerial  awards.  In  addition,  part-timi 
employment  and  loans  are  available. 

We  will  welcome  an  opportunity  to  assist  any  worthy  an 
qualified  student  in  arranging  a  package  of  financial  aid  that  wii 
meet  his  full  needs  in  attending  Mount  Olive  College. 

Students  may  visit,  write  or  call  for  application  forms  and  in 
formation:  The  Admissions  Office,  Mount  Olive  College  (Hendeil 
son  Building),  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365,  telephone! 
919/658-2502. 


COMING  EVENTS 
(Public  Invited) 

February  7  Voice  Recital,  7:30  p.m.,  College  Auditorium,  Irene 

Weldon,  professor  of  Music,  Mount  Olive  College. 

February  11  Financial  Aid  Workshop,  9:30  a.m. -12:00  noon,  Room  209, 

Henderson  Building.  A  workshop  designed  to  assist  pros- 
pective students  and  their  parents  in  applying  for  all  types 
of  financial  aid. 

February  16  North  Carolina  Writers  Series,  7:30  p.m.,  College 

Auditorium,  Agnes  McDonald  and  Mary  Snotherly,  Poets. 

February  28  Pierson  Lecture,  7:30  p.m.,  College  Hall,  Nido  Qubein, 

president  of  Creative  Services,  Inc. 
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SOPHOMORE  TUTORS 
JVOTIAN  STUDENT  AT  MOC 


it  was  different  this  time  because  he  was  having  trouble  just 
understanding  English.  We  have  to  go  over  things  several  times 
before  he  really  understands  what  is  going  on.  I  feel  I  am  really 
helping  Doua  because  he  has  a  'B'  average  in  both  English  and 
math.  That  is  my  greatest  reward!  " 


Judith  Taylor,  a  sophomore,  serves 
s  a  tutor  to  Doua  Moua,  a  religion  ma- 
>r  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Doua,  a 
ative  of  Laos,  now  makes  his  home  in 
'alifornia.  He  came  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
ige  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  mis- 
ion  work  being  done  among  the 
"mong  people  by  the  Rev.  Bob  Harber. 

Patience  and  a  special  kind  of 
:are— that  is  what  it  takes  to 
utor  a  foreign  student.  Judith 
raylor,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
vtrs.  Carl  J.  Taylor  of  Deep 
lun,  has  been  practicing  those 
lualities  each  week  on  the 
dount  Olive  College  campus.  A 
ophomore,  Miss  Taylor  tutors 
..aotian  student,  Doua  Moua,  in 
English  and  math. 

When  Moua  arrived  at  the 
:ollege  he  had  a  terrible 
landicap  with  the  English 
anguage.  Miss  Taylor  agreed 
o  tutor  Moua  several  hours 
;ach  week.  "In  English,  we 
ead  stories  and  I  explain  to 
lim  what  they  mean.  I  also  ex- 
ilain  literary  terms  and  help 
lim  to  write  papers.  I've  helped 
lim  to  do  a  term  paper  and  he 
lid  well  on  it. 

"In  math  I  help  him  do  prob- 
ems  he  doesn't  understand.  I 
eview  with  him  before  he  has  a 
est.  Each  time  we  meet,  I 
mswer  questions  he  has  about 
Cnglish  and  math." 

The  Monday  and  Wednesday 
essions  have  been  the  best 
lind  of  help  that  Moua  could 
lave.  He  has  brought  his 
;rades  up  dramatically. 

Miss  Taylor  wondered  if  she 
:ould  do  the  job,  but  now  she 
inows  her  efforts  were  worth- 
while. "When  I  first  started 
utoring  Doua,  I  was  a  little  bit 
skeptical.  I've  been  helping 
ither  students  all  of  my  life,  but 
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GIFTS  FOR  COLLEGE  HALL  CHAIR  REACH  $28,100 
A  total  of  79  convention  chairs  was  contributed  to  Mount  Olive 
College  during  the  week  of  January  17-23.  These  chairs  bring  to  562 
the  total  number  given  thus  far.  The  goal  is  800  chairs  that  can  be 
used  during  conventions  and  other  church-related  events  in  College 
Hall. 

The  cost  of  a  chair  is  $50  and  those  who  wish  may  make  pledges 
that  will  be  paid  on  a  schedule  determined  by  the  donor. 

Summary  through  January  23 

Needed                                      800  Chairs  ($50  each)  $40,000 

Gifts  to  date                             562  Chairs  28,100 

Balance                                   238  $11,900 


Donors  January  17-23 

Donors 

In  Memory  of  E.  H.  Holton 

By  Mrs.  Ovelma  S.  Holton,  Vandemere 
In  Memory  of  Clarence  S.  Bunn 

By  Mrs.  Zora  W.  Bunn,  Pikeville 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Ida  Lee  Wooten 

By  Stoney  Creek  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Goldsboro 
In  Memory  of  Irene  Trevathan 

By  Edgewood  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Macclesfield 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Abrahms 

By  Edgewood  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Macclesfield 
Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn 
Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run 
In  Memory  of  Carson  Baker,  Paul  Langley  and 
Mrs.  Eula  Jefferson 

By  Aspen  Grove  League,  Macclesfield 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Dennis  Pollock 

By  Riverside  Church,  Princeton 
Aspen  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Pinetops 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress 

By  his  family,  Madelyn,  Carolyn,  Steve, 

Dorothy  and  Stephanie,  Pinetops 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Williamston 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  V.  Joyner 

By  Kenly  Church,  Kenly 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Geneva  Jackson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Dennis,  Greenville 
In  Honor  of  Earl  Deal 

By  Couples  Class  of  Reedy  Branch  Church, 

Winterville 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson 

By  George  A.  Merrell,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Elizabeth  M.  Merrell 

By  George  A.  Merrell,  Winterville 
Beaverdam  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Chadbourn 
Beaverdam  Bible  Class,  Chadbourn 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro 
In  Honor  of  Virginia  Bynum 

By  Spring  Branch  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Walston- 
burg 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Massengill 

By  Bethel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Four  Oaks 

In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Narron 

By  Bethel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Four  Oaks 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Harris 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  Pittman  Jr.,  Wilson 

Dilda's  Grove  Sunday  School,  Fountain 

Roger  and  Grace  Davis,  Deep  Run 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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In  Memory  of  Oscar  Webster  1  50 

By  Trinity  Church,  Pantego 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Tripp,  Winterville  2  100 

In  Honor  of  Dot  and  Jack  Dail  1  50 

By  Jackie  and  Kent  Allen,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Rivenbark  1  50 

By  Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Crumpler,  Goldsboro 
Aspen  Grove  Layman's  League,  Farmville  1  50 

Marlboro  Church,  Farmville  5  250 

Long  Ridge  Church,  Mount  Olive  2  100 

In  Memory  of  Emerson  B.  Warren  1  50 

By  Saint  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley  1  50 

By  Senior  Sunday  School  Class  of  Saint  Mary's 

Church,  New  Bern 

Woody  and  Mary  Lou  B.  Pusey,  Norfolk,  VA  1  50 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove  6  300 

Pleasant  Hill  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Pikeville  1  50 

Daniels  Chapel  Church,  Wilson  1  50 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Hattie  Mae  Everton  1  50 

By  the  J.  W.  E.  Auxiliary  of  Daniels  Chapel 

Church,  Wilson 

In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Everton  1  50 

By  the  J.  W.  E.  Auxiliary  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson 

In  Honor  of  the  Sons  of  Daniels  Chapel  Church  1  50 

By  the  Men's  Fellowship  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson 

In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  James  Pittman  1  50 

By  the  Men's  Fellowship  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson 

Mrs.  Effie  Webb,  Elm  City  1  50 

Mrs.  Daisy  Owens,  Elm  City  1  50 

In  Memory  of  Howard  Lee  1  50 

By  Lois  Lee  Davis,  Oriental 
In  Memory  of  Jimmie  Lee  1  50 

By  Leona  Rice  Lee,  Oriental 
In  Memory  of  Wade  H.  Moore  1  50 

By  Mildred  C.  Moore,  Smithfield 
In  Memory  of  Edwin  P.  Creech  1  50 

By  Mildred  C.  Moore,  Smithfield 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Rose  M.  Raper  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Cove  City 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper        >•-  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Cove  City 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Hardy  Talton  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Jones,  Pikeville 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Talton  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Jones,  Pikeville 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dorcas  Barrow  1  50 

By  Oak  Grove  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Vanceboro 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Lena  C.  Walston  1  50 

By  Mr.  Frank  L.  Walston  Jr.,  Walstonburg 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Lockamy  Dawson  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peyton  Lee,  Dunn 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Jackson  Lee  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peyton  Lee,  Dunn 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Thaddeus  Lee  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peyton  Lee,  Dunn 
In  Honor  of  Dumas  Haldene  Dawson  Sr.  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peyton  Lee,  Dunn   

Totals  (January  17-23)  79  $3,950 


FIRST  BASKET  SHOT  IN 
COLLEGE  HALL 

To  the  roar  of  over  four  hundred  Students,  Faculty  and  Ad- 
ministrators, President  Burkette  Raper  received  the  symbolic  first 
basketball  tossed  on  the  court  by  Coach  Bob  McEvoy.  Calmly  turn- 
ing, he  shot  at  the  hoop!  Swish!  A  clean  two  points!  To  the  standing 
ovation  of  the  students,  he  passed  the  ball  to  the  team  with  the  com- 
ment, "That's  how  it's  done,  and  no,  I'm  not  taking  a  second  shot! " 
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The  shooting  of  the  basket- 
ball was  the  highlight  of  the 
student  meeting  held  to  explain 
the  student  use  of  College  Hall. 
Dr.  Raper  told  the  students: 
"This  building  represents  the 
goodness  of  many  people,  and 
that  there  is  no  tax  money,  no 
tuition  money  involved  on  its 
construction."  He  explained 
that  people  helped  to  make  the 
facility  possible  and  that  many 
of  those  people  would  be  shar- 
ing in  the  use  of  the  building. 
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^oreign  Missions 


MY  CALENDAR  IS  MARKED  FOR  MARCH  9,  1984 
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I'm  going  to  the  World  Missions  Conference  and  Rally,  spon- 
sored by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  on  the  Mount  Olive 
College  campus. 

FEATURES 

Downtown  Campus 

Seminars,  film,  banquet  for  those  who  can  attend  during  the 
day.  Join  us  for  prayer  at  9  a.m.  The  first  seminar  begins  at  10 
a.m.  All  who  attend  the  seminars  will  receive  the  book,  Mis- 
sionary Education  Helps  for  the  Local  Church. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  will  provide  an  excellent  selection 
of  mission-related  books  that  you  can  purchase  during  the  con- 
ference and  rally. 

College  Hall- 7: 30  P.M. 
World  Missions  Rally 

This  rally  is  for  everyone.  This  will  be  one  of  the  greatest 
events  of  the  year.  It's  on  Friday  night,  no  school  on  Saturday. 
Let's  fill  College  Hall  to  overflowing. 

No  registration  fee  for  seminars.  An  offering  will  be  received 
during  the  World  Missions  Rally  to  cover  expenses  and  help 
finance  the  van  der  Plas  trip  to  the  Philippines. 


SPORTS  EVANGELISM 
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The  Physical  Education 
Department  and  the  Evange- 
lism Department  of  Palawan 
Bible  Institute  have  combined 
their  efforts  to  begin  a  sports 
evangelism  program. 

What  is  sports  evangelism? 
Sports  evangelism  is  a  Chris- 
tian team  engaging  a  non- 
Christian  team  in  competition 
for  the  expressed  purpose  of 
making  Christ  known  to  the 
non-Christian  players  and 
spectators.  Sports  evangelism 
is  not  new  or  original  with  PBI. 
But  it  is  a  new  and  exciting 
ministry  we  have  entered  into 
by  faith. 

Our  sports  evangelism  pro- 
gram has  three  objectives. 
First,  to  make  Christ  known  to 
unbelievers.  Second,  to  lead 
those  who  are  interested  and 
seeking  to  a  meaningful  rela- 
tionship with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Third,  to  provide  train- 
ing for  our  students  in 
evangelistic  ministry.  Winning 
the  game  is  not  one  of  our  ob- 
jectives. 

October  28,  we  had  our  first 
men's  basketball  game  with  the 
varsity  team  of  Palawan 
Teacher's  College.  It  was  an  ex- 
citing game  that  ended  in  a  tied 
score.  But  most  important, 
each  PTC  player  and  coach  was 
given  a  New  Testament  and  a 
Good  News  Bible  study.  Every 
spectator  was  given  a  gospel 
tract.  At  the  half-time  break 
the  Palawan  Bible  Institute 
men  players  presented  a  pro- 
gram of  gospel  songs  and  two 
shared  their  personal 
testimonies. 

We  are  excited  at  PBI 
because  men  and  women  are 
being  trained  to  share  Christ 
with  others  and  they  are  doing 
it.  You  can  be  a  part  of  this  ex- 
citing sports  evangelism  pro- 
gram. We  need  you  to  pray  that 
the  people  will  be  responsive  to 
the  Word  of  God.  Also  pray  that 
PBI  players  and  counselors  will 
always  show  forth  Christian 
virtues.  You  can  also  help  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  New 
Testaments,  Bible  studies  and 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Children's  Home  I 

A  HOME -A  MINISTRY 

Only  those  who  have  had  to 
live  outside  the  confines  of  a 
"normal"  home  and  family  can 
know  the  hurt  ( sorrow  and  pain 
of  separation)  of  being  totally 
left  alone.  Can  you  imagine  the 
many  feelings  a  child  must  feel 
when  he  realizes  that  his  family 
cannot,  or  will  not,  continue  to 
be  an  active  part  of  his  life?  To 
be  totally  surrounded  by 
strangers,  with  no  one  to  call 
upon,  must  be  the  ultimate  feel- 
ing of  hopelessness.  That  is  the 
reason  when  we  think  about  the 
Children's  Home  we  think 
about  a  ministry.  A  ministry 
that  God  has  given  to  us,  to 
minister  to  the  brokenhearted, 
the  lonely,  the  forgotten,  the 
stranger.  We  want  to  help  that 
child  understand  and  realize 
that  we  care  and  that  people 
throughout  the  denomination 
care.  Our  churches,  organiza- 
tions and  friends  care  about 
children,  their  hurt,  anguish 
and  loneliness.  We  might  or 
might  not  know  the  hurting,  but 
we  know  through  God's  love  to 
care  about  the  hurting.  Your 
child  care  ministry  is  grateful 
for  your  caring. 

Our  children  enjoyed  a 
wonderful  Christmas  and  holi- 
day season.  Each  child  was 
sponsored  by  a  church  or  in- 
dividual. Our  Christmas  wor- 
ship service  brought  joy  to  our 
hearts,  as  we  saw  Memorial 
Chapel  filled.  So  many  friends 
came  to  share  and  worship 
together  in  the  celebration  of 
the  birth  of  the  Christ  Child. 

We  are  currently  caring  for 
30  children,  who  are  all  well,  ac- 
tive and  doing  fine.  Our  resi- 
dent population  is  up  over  last 
year  and  we  continue  to  expect 
more  children  coming  in.  One 
major  problem  now  facing  us  is 
getting  enough  support  to  care 
for  new  children.  We  have  the 
program,  the  facility  and  the 
calling.  We  need  for  our 
churches  and  friends  to  con- 
tinue to  rally  to  the  task  that  is 
before  us. 
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Listed  below  are  the  ways 
God  will  meet  the  needs  of 
children  through  your  Child 
Care  Ministry: 

1.  Pray  for  the  children, 
staff  and  Home. 

2.  Visit  the  Home  and  meet 
the  children. 

3.  Make  a  personal  commit- 
ment to  support  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Child  Care  Ministry  on 
a  monthly  basis. 

4.  Support  your  church  as  it 
extends  its  ministry  by  sup- 
porting the  ministry  to 
children. 

5.  Invite  a  representative  of 
your  child  care  Home  to  visit 
your  local  church. 

6.  Give  Honor  or  Memorial 
Gifts  to  the  Home.  The  Home 
will  send  acknowledgment  to  in- 
dividuals or  families  you  name. 

7.  List  the  Home  in  your 
will,  or  begin  an  endowment. 

8.  Volunteer  your  time  and 
labor  one  day,  or  an  entire  sum- 
mer. 

9.  Join  together  in  prayer 
teams  and  set  aside  special 
times  to  pray— there  is  power 
in  prayer. 

10.  Let  us  remember  God  has 
chosen  us  to  minister ;  children 
cannot  care  for  themselves. 


For  all  that  our  churches  an(" 
friends  have  done,  we  ar< 
grateful.  Remember  that  yoi 
are  sharing  in  the  life  ex 
perience  of  a  child.  Thank  yoi 
and  may  God  continue  to  bless 
you. 

Yours,  In  His  Service 
Bobby  R.  Tayloi 

Executive  Director. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISlj 
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RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

July  through 
December  31,  1983 
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21 

liloh 

196 

dney 

115 

mnd  Side 

392 

.  Paul 

285 

-•inity 

370 

nion  Chapel 

295 

Total  $ 

4,349 

\PE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

3thel  $ 

710 

isey's  Chapel 

620 

aly's  Chapel 

460 

Dldsboro,  First 

950 

aymount 

113 

apewell 

228 

)hnston  Union 

312 

;e's  Chapel 

200 

ik  Grove 

700 

ilmer  Memorial 

434 

easant  Grove 

600 

Dbert's  Grove 

885 

lverside 

200 

lint  Mary's  Grove 

111 

lady  Grove 

883 

nithfield,  First 

420 

;e's  Chapel 

1,455 

ooten's  Chapel 

100 

elverton  Grove 

457 

inwood  Chapel 

50 

ount  Olive 

(40) 

Dwhatan 

150 

lint  Paul 

400 

nyrna 

200 

ephen's  Chapel 

200 

est  Clinton 

70 

ipe  Fear  Youth  Rally 

100 

Total  $ 

10,970 

BNTRAL  CONFERENCE 

spen  Grove  $ 

1,638 

yden 

30 

^thany 

873 

ack  Jack  (Pitt) 

806 

;dar  Grove 

150 

immunity 

10 

aniels  Chapel 

773 

llda's  Grove 

591 

dgewood 

72 

lm  Grove 

173 

ree  Union 

1,437 

riendship 

1,039 

am  Swamp 

1,147 

reenville,  First 

960 

rimsley 

arrell's  Chapel 

300 

ickory  Grove 

127 

Dwell  Swamp 

470 

ugo 

470 

Hull  Road  1,307 

King's  Cross  Roads  1,478 

La  Grange  481 

Little  Creek  970 

Marlboro  482 

Union  Number  2  26 

Auxiliary  Convention  10 

Ormondsville  1,136 

Otter's  Creek  101 

Owens  Chapel  196 

Peace  195 

Piney  Grove  ( Pitt )  198 

Pleasant  Hill  100 

Reedy  Branch  1,734 

Rocky  Mount,  First  275 

Rose  Hill  806 

Rose  of  Sharon  832 

Saratoga  276 

Spring  Branch  580 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  402 

Tarboro,  First  305 

Walnut  Creek  100 

Williamston,  First  211 

Winterville  1,475 

Piney  Grove  ( Beaufort )  303 

Union  Number  4  57 

District  Convention  295 
Total                                    $  25,833 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Antioch  $  750 

Arapahoe  330 

Bethel  296 

Bethlehem  610 

Beaufort  Mission  187 

Bridgeton  426 

British  Chapel  200 

Cabin  70 

Christian  Chapel  388 

Crab  Point  98 

Croatan  300 

Deep  Run  432 

Dublin  Grove  606 

Edwards  Chapel  90 

Friendship  230 

Core  Creek  787 

Holly  Springs  757 

Indian  Springs  165 

Jackson  Heights  582 

Juniper  Chapel  1,654 

Kinston,  First  542 

Lanier's  Chapel  279 

Long  Ridge  175 

May's  Chapel  600 

Moseley's  Creek  345 

Mount  Pleasant  494 

Mount  Zion  (Pamlico)  365 

Mount  Zion  ( Onslow )  170 

Fifth  Sunday  School  Convention  50 

Union  Number  3  100 

New  Bethlehem  237 

New  Haven  681 

Northeast  427 

Oak  Grove  258 

Oriental  30 

Otway  50 

Pearsall  Chapel  542 

Pilgrim's  Home  350 

Pilgrims  Rest  50 

Piney  Grove  72 

Reunion  Chapel  50 

Rock  of  Zion  216 

Rooty  Branch  295 


Sandy  Plain 

20 

Smith's  New  Home 

150 

Sneads  Ferry 

200 

Smyrna 

250 

Snow  Hill 

745 

Sound  View 

114 

Spring  Hope 

10 

St.  Mary's 

976 

Trent 

80 

Verona 

150 

Wardens  Grove 

418 

Warsaw,  First 

300 

Westside 

1,123 

Whaley's  Chapel 

455 

White  Hill 

45 

White  Oak  Grove 

520 

Wintergreen 

20 

Woodrow,  First 

261 

Davis 

200 

Faith  (Brunswick) 

58 

Folkstone 

47 

Free  Union 

65 

Macedonia 

255 

Saints  Delight 

419 

White  Oak 

41 

Beaulaville 

725 

Auxiliary  Convention 

270 

Thirrl  Union 

X  1  111  VI     v     1  1 1  \j  I  1 

Sunday  School  Convention 

49 

Total 

$ 

23,334 

PEE  DEE  CONFERENCE 

Union  Number  1 

$ 

70 

Pee  Dee  Association 

61 

Oak  Grove 

1,452 

White  Oak 

100 

Mount  Calvary 

200 

Thomasboro 

50 

Union  Number  2 

100 

Total 

$ 

2,033 

PIEDMONT  CONFERENCE 

Cathedral 

$ 

20 

East  Rockingham 

195 

Heritage 

450 

High  Point 

637 

Highland  Pines 

342 

Holy  Cross 

100 

Mount  Olive 

100 

House  of  Prayer 

100 

Love  Gospel 

25 

Wayside  Chapel 

50 

Total 

$ 

2,020 

ROCK  FISH  CONFERENCE 

Mount  Moriah 

$ 

50 

Total 

$ 

50 

TOE  RIVER  CONFERENCE 

Roaring  Creek 

$ 

132 

Curtis  Creek 

39 

Poplar  Church 

111 

Odom's  Chapel 

358 

Total 

640 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

Agape  Mission 

$ 

150 

Barnes  Hill 

306 

Black  Jack  Grove 

511 

Branch  Chapel 

625 

Calvary  350 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY,  k 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  11-13 

GENERAL  GRANT'S  LAST  WISH 
General  Grant  was  stricken  with  a  fatal  ill- 
ness. As  he  approached  the  end  of  his  life,  he  felt 
his  need  of  the  Saviour  and  His  sustaining 
presence.  He  called  for  a  minister.  Simply  the 
minister  presented  the  gospel  to  him. 
"General,"  he  said,  "God  in  love  sent  the 
Saviour  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost. 
If  you  will  sincerely  call  upon  Him  from  your 
heart,  you  will  receive  from  Him  mercy  and 
abundant  pardon! "  When  the  minister  knelt  and 
prayed,  God  opened  the  heart  of  the  general  and 
he  was  joyfully  converted.  God  cleansed  his 
heart  from  sin.  The  minister  was  elated.  "God's 
kingdom  has  gained  a  great  acquisition  in  your 
conversion,  General,"  said  the  minister.  Im- 
mediately General  Grant  protested,  saying, 
"God  does  not  need  great  men,  but  great  men 
need  God!  There  is  just  one  thing  that  I  now 
greatly  desire  since  Christ's  great  peace  has 
come  tome  .  . . ."  "What's that,  General?"  asked 
the  minister.  "I  would  like  to  live  one  year  more 
so  that  I  might  tell  others  of  this  wonderful  gift  of 
God's  love!" 


For  me  'twas  not  the  truth  you  taught, 
To  you  so  clear,  to  me  so  dim, 

But  when  you  came  to  me  you  brought 
A  sense  of  Him! 

MONDAY,  6 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  14,  15 

LEST  WE  FORGET 
A  Christian  girl  loved  a  missionary.  Before 
he  left  for  India  he  wrote  and  asked  her  to 
become  his  wife.  "If  I  do  not  hear  from  you,  I'll 
know  you  have  other  plans,"  he  wrote.  She  im- 
mediately wrote  a  letter  and  accepted  his  pro- 
posal. She  asked  her  brother  to  mail  the  letter  for 
her,  but  it  was  never  mailed!  The  girl  never 
heard  from  the  missionary  again.  Years  later, 
she  found  the  letter  in  the  lining  of  her  brother's 
coat,  yellow  and  crumpled.  It  had  slipped  there 
when  the  brother  had  put  it  into  his  torn  pocket 
and  he  had  forgotten  to  mail  it. 


Jesus  has  given  us  a  message  to  take  to 
others.  It  is  John  3:16.  If  we  fail  to  deliver  it, 
others  may  never  hear  about  Him. 


TUESDAY,  m 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  16-18 

I'D  RATHER  HAVE  JESUS! 
When  King  George  VI  and  the  queen  visitec 
Washington,  D.C.,  a  state  dinner  was  given  ii 
their  honor.  Chief  Whitefeather,  an  Indian 
began  the  program  by  singing  the  British  an! 
them.  After  the  applause  the  chief  sang,  to  the 
surprise  of  those  present,  the  hymn  whose  open! 
ing  words  are,  "I'd  rather  have  Jesus  than  silvei1 
or  gold! "  Later  in  the  evening,  the  chief  sat  neail 
the  king  and  queen.  Tactfully  he  asked  the 
queen,  "Do  you  believe  on  Jesus?"  The  queer! 
replied  graciously,  "He  is  the  Possessor  of  ml 
heart,  and  of  my  husband's  also!"  The  king! 
smiling,  added,  "I'd  rather  have  Jesus  thar 
silver  or  gold! " 


And  from  your  eyes  He  beckons  me, 

And  from  your  heart  His  love  is  shed, 

Till  I  lose  sight  of  you  and  see 
The  Christ  instead! 

WEDNESDAY,  « 
FEBRUARY  8 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  19-21 

JUDGE  PLEADS  WITH  MURDERERS 
Two  condemned  murderers  stood  before 
Justice  A.  C.  Saunders  to  be  sentenced.  The* 
judge  said,  "The  retribution  for  your  crime  if 
settled  by  the  law  of  the  land.  On  me  reposes  the 
duty  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  May  I  remind  yoi' 
that  you  will  appear  before  another  Judge,  the 
great  Judge  of  all  the  world?  Before  you  pass  in, 
to  His  presence,  may  I,  in  all  sincerity,  urge  yoi 
to  prepare  for  that  great  day.  The  way  is  througlj 
repentance  of  your  sins,  confession  of  them,  anc 
embracing  Christ's  forgiveness  assured  yoi 
through  His  blood.  I  beseech  you  to  accept  Chrisl 
now  so  you  may  walk  with  Him  through  all  eter 
nity!" 


A  miracle  has  happened  to  me  which  makes 
me  accept  the  miracles  of  the  Bible.  Thit 
miracle  is  the  new  birth  which  every  Christian 
has  experienced.  It  is  the  application  of  God's 
power  which  brings  about  this  change! 

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY  9 

Scripture  Reading— Leviticus  22,  23 

LET'S  SPEAK  OUT  FOR  GOD 
One  afternoon  I  was  asked  to  go  immediatelj 
to  see  a  Communist  who  was  dying  in  a  distanK 
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lospital.  His  Communism  had  seemed  to  satisfy 
lis  sin-darkened  heart  in  life,  but  in  death  it 
ailed  him.  He  asked  for  God's  servant  to  come, 
die  hospital  was  several  miles  from  my  home, 
ind  the  rain  was  pouring  down.  When  I  reached 
he  hospital,  I  found  the  man  in  a  coma.  As  the 
og  lifted  intermittently  from  his  mind,  I  told  him 
if  the  penitent  malefactor  who,  with  a  fleeting 
ireath,  called  for  God's  mercy  and  received 
orgiveness.  Soon  he  passed  into  eternity. 

A  few  days  thereafter,  I  had  his  funeral.  The 
nost  memorable  thing  about  the  service  was  the 
utspokenness  of  the  brother  of  the  deceased  for 
itheistic  Communism.  I  had  spoken  to  him  of  his 
Dst  condition  and  need  of  a  Saviour.  My  speak- 
ng  for  God  and  His  eternal  truth  seemed  to 
nake  him  only  more  vehement  in  his  denuncia- 
ion  of  Christianity. 


When  lost  men,  under  the  dominance  of  "the 
>rince  of  this  world, "  Satan,  are  so  outspoken  for 
rror,  let  God's  children  be  instantly  ready  to 
pen  their  mouths  for  their  God  and  His  im- 
erishable  truth! 

HftlDAY,  lft 
rEBRUARY 

cripture  Reading— Leviticus  24,  25 

THAT'S  NONE  OF  YOUR  BUSINESS! 
An  aged  Christian  stood  before  a  fount, 
raiting  his  turn  to  quench  his  thirst.  As  a  lady 
urned  away  from  the  fount,  he  said,  "Pardon 
le,  lady,  but  have  you  ever  drunk  living  water 
rtiich  Jesus  gives  to  those  who  ask  Him  for  it?" 
Tie  woman  was  offended.  Angrily  she  said, 
That's  none  of  your  business! "  Months  passed, 
"he  gentleman  was  asked  to  visit  a  dying  woman 
1  a  nearby  hospital.  When  he  came  to  her  bed, 
he  asked,  "Do  you  recall  asking  a  woman  if  she 
ad  ever  drunk  living  water  which  Jesus  gives? ' ' 
Yes,  I  do,"  he  said.  "I'm  that  woman! "  replied 
le  lady.  "Forgive  me  for  being  so  unkind  to  you. 
was  without  peace.  I  asked  Christ  to  save  me.  I 
xpect  to  die  shortly.  Be  as  faithful  in  witnessing 
5  others  about  Christ  as  you  were  to  me!" 


/  know  I  am  saved,  not  by  anything  that  is  of 
haracter  or  of  the  works  of  the  human  heart,  but 
y  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  alone. 

SATURDAY,  lt 
FEBRUARY  11 

•ripture  Reading— Leviticus  26,  27 

A  SOUL- WINNING  JUDGE 
I  have  a  friend  who  is  a  federal  judge.  He 
as  a  United  States  congressman  for  twenty-two 


years.  In  the  summer  he  was  working  on  his 
farm  with  one  of  his  Black  employees.  The  man 
said  to  him,  "Judge,  have  you  ever  talked  to  Tom 
about  his  soul! "  Tom  was  the  white  manager  of 
the  farm  who,  with  his  family,  had  lived  there  for 
many  years. 

"Why,  no,"  said  the  judge,  "I  don't  believe  I 
have." 

"Well,"  persisted  the  questioner,  "why 
haven't  you,  Judge?  I  have,  and  Tom  is  thinking 
about  it,  but  it  would  mean  so  much  more  if  it 
came  from  you.  Why  don't  you  do  it  now, 
Judge?" 

"Well,"  said  the  judge,  "I  will  sometime." 

But  the  man  was  relentless.  "Why  don't  you 
do  it  now,  Judge?  He  is  up  by  the  barn.  Why  don't 
you  go  and  talk  to  him  now?" 

The  judge  said  he  did  some  fast  thinking,  but 
he  couldn't  find  any  real  reason  not  to  do  so,  so  he 
dropped  his  pruning  shears  and  went  up  and  had 
a  talk  with  Tom.  He  told  him  what  Christ  had 
meant  to  him  and  to  his  family,  and  what  He 
could  mean  to  this  man  and  his  family.  Tom 
made  the  great  decision,  and  two  weeks  later  the 
judge  had  the  joy  of  seeing  Tom  and  his  family 
baptized  and  received  into  the  church.  "But," 
concluded  the  judge,  "the  thing  that  is  on  my 
conscience  is  this:  "Why  hadn't  I  spoken  to  Tom 
before?  And  how  many  others  might  be  in  the 
Kingdom  if  only  I  had  been  a  more  faithful 
witness?" 


/  now  regard  my  task  as  finished,  namely,  to 
give  you  a  picture  of  how  my  whole  life  was 
guided  and  had  significance  in  Christ's  high  plan 
.  .  .  .  I  pray  that  Christ's  joy  may  descend  on  His 
whole  humanity  and  that  mankind's  joy  may  be 
fulfilled  in  Him.  He  stands  at  the  door  of  its 
heart,  and  knocks.  If  mankind  hears  His  voice 
and  opens  the  door,  He  will  enter. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation  still 
has  a  limited  supply 
of  1984  calendars 
available.  These  cal- 
endars are  like  the 
ones  found  inside  the 
December  28,  1983,  issue  of  this  publica- 
tion. If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  one 
more— or  some  more— of  the  calendars, 
contact  the  Press  by  writing  Box  158, 
Ayden,  NC  28513-0158;  or  by  calling  (919) 
746-6128.  The  cost  of  the  calendars  is  25c 
each,  plus  shipping  and  handling. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


For  February  5 

I  AM  THE  LORD 

Lesson  Text:  Isaiah  43:1-7 
Memory  Verse:  Isaiah  45:22 

Many  times  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment we  find  the  term  Lord  ap- 
plied to  God.  The  observant 
reader  of  the  Bible  may  have 
noted  that  sometimes  the  word 
appears  as  Lord  but  elsewhere 
it  is  LORD,  in  large  and  small 
capital  letters.  The  latter  is  not 
for  emphasis.  Nor,  when  it  is 
used,  is  it  a  translation  of  the 
Hebrew.  It  is  rather  a  word  that 
is  substituted  for  the  Hebrew 
text. 

The  Hebrew  word  adonai  is 
rendered  Lord  in  English,  its 
proper  meaning.  The  other 
term,  LORD,  appears  in  our 
translations  as  a  substitute  for 
the  Hebrew  YHWH,  the  cove- 
nant name  of  God  as  revealed 
to  His  people.  In  the  concept  of 
ancient  Israel,  this  name  was 
too  sacred  to  be  spoken.  Conse- 
quently, even  when  reading  the 
Scriptures,  devout  persons 
would  not  utter  it,  but  would 
say  Adonai  instead.  This,  in 
turn,  becomes  Lord  in  our 
translations.  (The  American 
Standard  Version  is  an  excep- 
tion; it  has  Jehovah  throughout 
as  the  rendering  of  YHWH.) 
The  point  is  that  wherever 
LORD  appears  in  our  text,  it  in- 
dicates Jehovah. 

However,  our  real  interest 
lies  in  the  meaning  of  the  term, 
and  we  must  remember  that  it 
is  a  name,  not  just  a  title.  From 
the  Scriptures  we  learn  that 
this  name  is  related  to  the  verb 
being.  When  Moses,  at  the 
burning  bush,  was  called  to 
return  to  Egypt,  he  said  to  the 
Lord,  "When  I  come  unto  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  shall  say 
unto  them,  The  God  of  your 
fathers  hath  sent  me  unto  you; 
and  they  shall  say  to  me,  What 
is  his  name?  what  shall  I  say 
unto  them?"  (Exodus  3:13).  (In 
the  Hebrew  idiom,  the  question, 
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"What  is  His  name?"  may  well 
be,  What  is  the  significance  of 
His  name?)  "And  God  said,  I 
AM  THAT  I  AM:  and  he  said, 
Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the 
children  of  Israel,  I  AM  hath 
sent  me  unto  you"  (v.  14). 

I  AM  may  signify  the  eternal, 
self -existent  One.  Jehovah  is 
the  God  who  is,  in  contrast  to  all 
else  that  may  be  called  god.  But 
more  than  this,  He  is  the  God 
who  is  with  His  people  (Exodus 
3:12).  Those  who  worship  idols 
must  carry  their  gods  with 
them!  Jehovah  alone  is  the  God 
who  is  with  His  people  to  sus- 
tain them  and  to  guide  them  in 
their  way.  This  is  the  concept  of 
God  that  is  incorporated  in  our 
lesson  today. 

Beginning  with  Chapter  40  of 
Isaiah  we  have  what  is  com- 
monly called  "The  Book  of 
Comfort,"  to  be  followed  by 
chapters  dealing  with  the  Ser- 
vant of  the  Lord  and  the  coming 
salvation. 

Comfort  is  desperately 
needed,  for  the  prophecy  envi- 
sions a  time  when  Judah  has 
ceased  to  be  a  nation,  her  peo- 
ple being  exiles  in  Babylonia. 
The  setting  is  some  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  after  the 
death  of  Isaiah.  Jerusalem  has 
long  since  been  destroyed. 
"Thy  holy  cities  are  a 
wilderness,  Zion  is  a 
wilderness,  Jerusalem  a 
desolation.  Our  holy  and  our 
beautiful  house  [the  temple], 
where  our  fathers  praised  thee, 
is  burned  up  with  fire:  and  all 
our  pleasant  things  are  laid 
waste"  (64:10,  11). 

The  exile  has  lasted  some 
fifty  years  or  more,  and  the 
people  are  in  great  distress. 
"This  is  a  people  robbed  and 
spoiled;  they  are  all  of  them 
snared  in  holes,  and  they  are 
hid  in  prison  houses:  they  are 
for  a  prey,  and  none  delivereth; 
for  a  spoil,  and  none  saith, 
Restore"  (42:22). 

Jehovah's  anger  has  fallen 
heavily  upon  them  because  of 
their   transgressions.  "Who 


gave  Jacob  for  a  spoil,  ari 
Israel  to  the  robbers?  did  nc 
the  LORD  [Jehovah],  h 
against  whom  we  have  sinned 
for  they  would  not  walk  in  hi 
ways,  neither  were  they  ob< 
dient  unto  his  law.  Therefore  h 
hath  poured  upon  him  [Judah 
the  fury  of  his  anger"  (42:2< 
25). 

Some   believed   that  Go 
was  no  longer  concerned  fcl 
His   people.   Isaiah  askel 
them,  "Why  do  you  say,  .  .1 
'My  way  is  hidden  from  till 
Lord   [Jehovah];    my  caus 
is  disregarded  by  my  God'  "J 
(40:27,  New?  International  Vet 
sion).  But  the  words  of  our  tea 
would  assure  them  otherwise 
God  had  subjected  His  people  t 
captivity  and  to  humiliation  a 
a  punishment  for  sin.  Yet  ther' 
was  love  for  them  even  in  th 
wrath  of  God;  and  as  the  Lor^ 
had  been  the  Author  of  punish 
ment  because  of  the  sins  of  Hi 
people,  so  would  He  be  th 
Author  of  their  redemption.  I 
was  the  nature  of  God  to  b 
gracious  to  His  people,  evei 
though  they  did  not  merit  sucl 
favor. — Standard  Lesson  Com 
mentary 

ATTENTION 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 
Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  col 
lect  your  per  capita  dues,  if  yoi 
have  not  already  done  so.  These 
dues  should  be  collected  during 
the  first  months  of  the  year,  hi 
time  to  be  sent  to  your  district 
treasurer  before,  or  in  time  fori 
your  district  convention.  The 
dues  are  $.40  per  member  pel! 
year. 

Send  these  dues  to  youi 
district  treasurer;  she  will  keep 
$.20  and  send  $.20  to  your  state 
treasurer.  It  is  necessary  that 
you  cooperate  in  this  as  these 
dues  provide  a  part  of  the  funds 
for  the  operational  expenses  oi 
your  convention.  Thank  you  foi 
your  past  cooperation;  we 
know  that  we  can  continue  to 
count  on  you. 

Your  State  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sassei 
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(Continued  from  Page  11) 
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her  Church  Revenue 

itewide  Free  Will  Baptists     $  1,218 


>TAL  REVENUE  - 
CHURCHES 


$100,143 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

In  Memory  of  David  and  Madora  Day 
Earl  C.  Day. 

In  Memory  of  Caddie  Whitehurst  by 

rs.  Jesse  B.  Alexander. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Robertson 

'     Hickory     Chapel  Church 

Jbemarle). 

Mrs.   Wayne   Taylor  by  Hickory 

lapel  Church  (Albemarle). 

In  Memory  of  William  Dilday  by  Mr. 

d  Mrs.  C.  S.  Lupton. 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  Broughton  by 

ent  Church  (Eastern). 


In  Memory  of  Evelyn  Manning  by 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Emma  E.  Casey 
by  Mrs.  James  C.  Guin  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Leslie  S.  Hart  by  Mrs. 
Victoria  V.  Hart. 

In  Memory  of  Henry  Herndon  by 
Georgia  Crumpler. 

In  Memory  of  Hubert  Burress  by 
Mrs.  Hubert  Burress. 

In  Memory  of  Blanche  Snell  by  Mrs. 
Eunice  Pierce. 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Juanita  Jackson  by 
Shady  Grove  Church  (Cape  Fear). 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
tracts   to  be   used   in  this 
ministry. 

"And  the  Lord  said  unto  the 
servant,  go  out  into  the 
highways  and  hedges,  and  com- 
pel them  to  come  in,  that  my 
house  may  be  filled"  (Luke 
14:23).  Thank  each  of  you  for 
your  part  in  helping  us  to  go  in- 
to the  highways  and  hedges  of 
the  Philippines. 

Fred  Baker 
Missionary  to  the  Philippines 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

Any  leaguers,  youth  groups, 
or  persons  needing  a  copy  of  the 
State  League  Convention  Sword 
Drill,  contact  me.  Participants 
not  from  leagues  are  required 
to  post  a  $10  registration  fee 
from  their  churches.  The  '84 
and  '85  drills  were  compiled  by 
using  the  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Principles  of  Church  Govern- 
ment as  their  guide.  I  intend  to 
keep  doing  this.  Remember,  we 
are  going  to  get  future 
ministers  and  workers  just  like 
the  ones  we  have  trained  in  our 
churches  now!  Once  a  month  or 
a  year  is  not  enough.  May  God 
help  us  and  bless  us. 

The  1984  convention  will  con- 
vene Saturday,  March  10,  10 
a.m.,  at  Beaverdam  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Chadbourn, 
North  Carolina. 

Margaret  Ard 
Route  1 

Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina  28572 
568-4685 


THE  CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

If  you  are  looking  for  creative  ideas  and  practical  helps  in 
Christian  education  and  teaching,  then  you  will  be  interested  in 
"Griggs's  Innovative  Teaching  Resources."  This  series  is  made  up 
of  fourteen  paperback  books  which  set  forth  in  a  readable  and  prac- 
tical manner  some  of  the  ideas  and  teaching  techniques  being 
developed  and  used  in  Christian  education  today.  The  chief  planner 
and  editor  of  the  series  is  Donald  Griggs.  It  is  published  by  Ab- 
ingdon Press,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  prices  for  the  individual 
works  range  from  $4.95  to  $5.95.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  works: 

Developing  Christian  Education  in  the  Smaller  Church,  by  Carolyn  Brown. 

Creating  and  Playing  Games  With  Students,  by  Jack  Schaupp.  This  book  ex- 
amines how  games  can  be  used  in  learning,  especially  in  stimulating  the  creativity 
of  students  and  teachers. 

Using  Storytelling  in  Christian  Education,  by  Patricia  Griggs. 

20  Ways  to  Use  Drama  in  Teaching  the  Bible,  by  Judy  Gattis  Smith. 

20  New  Ways  of  Teaching  the  Bible,  by  Donald  Griggs.  Each  method  is  il- 
lustrated by  example  and  sketches. 

Teaching  Teachers  to  Teach,  by  Donald  Griggs.  This  is  an  excellent  resource  for 
pastors,  superintendents,  and  teachers.  It  explores  such  practical  areas  as  writing 
teaching  objectives,  planning  the  lesson,  evaluating  the  lesson,  and  the  creative  use 
of  audio-visual  aids. 

Translating  the  Good  News  Through  Teaching  Activities,  by  Donald  Griggs. 

Creative  Activities  in  Christian  Education,  by  Patricia  Griggs.  This  examines 
new  and  creative  teaching  activities  with  children. 

Generations  Learning  Together,  by  Donald  and  Patricia  Griggs. 

Into  All  the  World,  by  Richard  L.  Rohrbaugh.  This  explores  some  of  the  methods 
and  tools  of  Bible  study. 

Teaching  With  Music  Through  the  Church  Year,  by  Judy  Gattis  Smith. 

Preparing  for  the  Messiah,  by  Doris  Williams  and  Patricia  Griggs.  This  book 
sets  forth  ideas  and  activities  which  can  help  students  discover  rich  new  meanings 
behind  Advent  and  Christmas. 

Teaching  and  Celebrating  Advent,  by  Donald  and  Patricia  Griggs. 

Teaching  and  Celebrating  Lent-Easter,  by  Patricia  and  Donald  Griggs. 

These  books  can  be  ordered  through  our  bookstores. 
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Over  sixty  musicians  crowded  into  the 
Multipurpose  Room  located  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
facility  on  Monday  evening,  January 
16,  to  participate  in  THE  MUSIC 
EVENT  OF  THE  YEAR!  This 
Singspiration  Music  Festival  was  under 
the  direction  of  Larry  White,  a 
Singspiration  clinician  and 
musician  of  the  highest  order. 
The  workshop  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  another  is  being 
planned  for  this  summer. 

Thank  you  for  your  support! 
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Are  They  Really  "Wacky"? 

During  the  course  of  an  average  day,  a  minister  is  "torn 
apart,"  shifting  gears  from  one  emotion  to  another.  He  re- 
joices with  a  young  couple  at  the  birth  of  their  child,  he  ex- 
periences despair  over  a  marriage  that  is  breaking  up;  there 
is  always  someone's  need(s)  over  which  he  is  concerned. 
Tragedies  only  serve  to  make  his  worry  over  financial  con- 
cerns at  the  church  or  in  his  own  home  seem  more  desperate ; 
and  then  he  is  faced  with  the  reality  that  his  family  needs  him, 
too.  Of  course,  we  cannot  forget  that  he  has  little  or  no  time  for 
his  own  emotional  needs.  All  of  this  has  a  way  of  catching  up 
with  the  individual— no  matter  who  he  or  she  might  be. 

While  thinking  about  the  various  gear-shifts  a  person  in- 
volved in  Christian  ministry  goes  through,  I  ran  across  the 
following  excerpt  of  an  editorial  written  some  years  ago  in 
another  publication.  Well  worn,  this  clipping  struck  home; 
and  I  share  it  with  you  below. 

A  perennial  question  was  tossed  to  me  on  one  of  my  recent  preaching  | 
missions.  "Why  are  ministers  so  wacky?"  You'll  notice  this  is  in  the  same 
category  as  "When  did  you  stop  beating  your  wife?"  But,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  let  us  allow  the  assumption. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  ministers  tend  to  be  "wacky"  is  that  the 
demands  are  immense.  I  use  the  word  immense  in  the  technical  sense  of 
"immensus,"  that  is,  that  which  can  be  understood  to  a  degree,  but  not 
completely,  with  our  finite  categories  of  thought.  No  one,  least  of  all  the 
minister,  can  know  what  it  is  he's  supposed  to  be  or  what  he's  supposed 
to  do,  because  he  takes  his  color,  and  his  self-understanding,  at  least  in  a 
real  sense,  from  the  people  he's  called  to  serve.  He  is  essentially  a  lover 
and  an  enabler  of  love.  Now  love  can  be  a  touchy  subject,  and  most  people 
are  totally  bewildered  and  confused  both  about  their  feelings  and  how 
they  can  be  safely  manifested.  Enter  confusion. 

The  physician,  the  psychiatrist,  the  lawyer,  the  dentist,  the 
businessman  and  the  manufacturer  all  have  clear-cut  job  descriptions  ...  jjj 
seldom  are  they  forced  to  make  a  professional  response  on  the  basis  of  i 
personal  emotion  and  love. 

But  the  gospel  is  overtly  about  emotions.  It's  about  joy,  ecstasy,  fear, 
dread,  guilt,  loneliness,  and  personal  involvement  in  all  of  these.  Natural- 
ly, ministers  are  going  to  be  a  little  "wacky"  with  this  kind  of  crucible  in 
which  they  must  constantly  perform. 

When  you  consider  what  it  means  to  be  in  touch  with  the  Holy  Spirit  I 
in  terms  of  what  love  means  in  the  context  of  the  gospel,  it  is  the  most  ex- 
citing and  profoundly  precious  thing  that  could  happen  .  .  .  But  because 
the  ministry  is  so  intimate  and  profound,  it  is  relatively  rare  that  a  person 
should  be  able  to  "turn  on"  everybody.  We  must  lower  our  expectations, 
rather  than  glibly  assuming  that  all  ministers  are  "nuts"  and  should  not  be 
taken  seriously.  You'd  be  "nuts"  too  if  you  were  facing  the  same  24-hour  1 
life  and  death  pressures  every  day  from  hundreds  of  people,  each  one  of 
whom  had  different  rights  and  different  expectations. 

Be  kind.  Take  a  preacher  to  lunch  this  week. 

While  I  am  confident  that  there  are  those  of  you  who 
definitely  do  not  agree  with  this  gentleman's  assumptions,  do,  | 
at  least,  consider  his  premise.  Afterwards,  take  a  few  minutes  | 
and  formalize  your  thoughts  on  the  ministry.  Think  about  all  j 
that  is  involved— if  the  minister  is  doing  his  "job."  Above  all, 
let  your  pastor  know  you  appreciate  him ;  call  his  name  before 
the  throne  of  grace  whenever  you  pray.  You  will  be  surprised 
the  difference  it  will  make. 
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Our  Protestant  heritage  car- 
js  with  it  the  centrality  of 
eaching  in  congregational 
>rship  as  the  chief  means  of 
ivating  Jesus  the  Christ  as 
viour  and  Lord.  To  em- 
asize  worship  is  to  era- 
asize  preaching,  and  vice 
rsa. 

Our  laity  can  help  clergy 
come  better  preachers.  As 
mrades  in  the  cause  of  Christ 
id  His  church,  they  can  aid  us 
10  preach  in  communicating 
e  Word  of  God  to  hungry  and 
irsty  souls.  However,  before 
ey  can  really  give  us  a  help- 
g  hand,  the  professional 
Inistry  must  recognize  in  fear 
id  trembling  some  of  the  en- 
iring  essentials  of  preaching. 
;all  your  attention  to  a  begin- 
ng  list  of  twenty  character- 
;ics  of  faithful  preaching. 

1.  Preaching  is  sacramen- 
I:  it  brings  people  in  touch 
th  the  grace  of  God.  (I 
wider  how  many  preachers 
lieve  that  in  any  serious 
nse! ) 

2.  Preaching  is  saving:  it 
•eates  opportunities  for 
ecious  human  beings  to  come 

terms  with  their  Redeemer 

id  in  fact  be  made  right  with 
m. 


3.  Preaching  is  satisfying : 
both  preacher  and  parishioner 
have  a  need  to  share  thoughts 
and  feelings-under  the  guidance 
and  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

4.  Preaching  is  scholarly: 
every  local  pastor  should  be  a 
"theologian  in  residence."  Too 
long  we  have  attempted  to 
separate  the  preaching  and 
teaching  functions.  The  pulpit 
is  to  be  occupied  by  a  preacher 
who  is  also  a  teacher.  Today's 
sensitive  and  well-educated 
laity  eventually  will  not  settle 
for  anything  less. 

5.  Preaching  is  searching: 
it  does  not  claim  to  lay  before  a 
congregation  pat  answers  to 
those  mysteries  where  Scrip- 
ture does  not  provide  clear 
answers.  Nevertheless,  it 
points  to  The  Answer.  And  it 
humbly  admits  that  its  value  is 
being  a  means  and  not  an  end  in 
itself. 

6.  Preaching  is  selfless:  it 
becomes  obedient  to  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  and 
through  both  our  intellects  and 
emotions.  In  short,  we  do  not 
preach  "the"  sermon;  we 
preach  the  Crucified  and 
Resurrected  Christ. 

7.  Preaching  is  sensible:  it 
explicitly  or  implicitly  presents 


the  option  of  belonging  to  Christ 
and  spending  eternity  with  Him 
or  belonging  to  the  world  and 
being  lost  in  Hell.  (We  may  not 
especially  like  the  word  "hell," 
but  our  Lord  manages  to  use  it 
upon  several  occasions.) 

8.  Preaching  is  sensitive:  it 
does  not  seek  to  dominate  and 
manipulate  those  whom  God 
loves.  (Of  course,  some  will 
perceive  anything  other  than 
positive  pointers  to  worldly  suc- 
cess as  being  insensitive.) 

9.  Preaching  is  serious:  it 
deals  with  man's  whole  being, 
in  both  the  present  and  ultimate 
terms.  We  are  not  entertainers; 
we  are  under  orders  from  the 
Master  .  .  .  and  that's  serious 
business. 

10.  Preaching  is  significant: 
it  really  doesn't  have  any 
substitutes.  In  preaching,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  uniquely  at  work 
creating  a  dialogue  between 
preacher  and  people. 

11.  Preaching  is  social:  it 
does  not  occur  in  a  vacuum. 
Common  kindness,  cour- 
tesies, and  compliments  are 
important  to  gaining  the  right 
to  be  heard.  Most  will  listen 
gladly  without  padded  pews 
and  a  revolving  spotlight  on  the 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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pulpit.  However,  few  — if 
any— will  tolerate  arrogance 
and  disrespect  by  the  preacher. 

12.  Preaching  is  spiritual: 
the  preacher  in  the  pulpit 
represents  an  historical  figure 
who  is  now  present  through  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Therefore,  both  a 
mystical  and  mysterious  quali- 
ty exist  with  true  preaching, 
and  we  must  beg  God  that  it  be 
recovered  in  our  churches! 

13.  Preaching  is  stimulating: 
it  renews  moribund  congrega- 
tions and  calls  to  repentance 
those  who  hear  and  thus 
discover  the  saving  power  of 
the  Lord.  Let  us  not  write  off 
mass  evangelism  with  integri- 
ty. Yet,  we  are  mandated  to  be 
on  guard  against  ques- 
tionable—even enormously 
hurtful— methodolody,  which 
stresses  the  preacher  and  not 
Christ. 

14.  Preaching  is  strong:  it 
brings  the  Word  of  God  into 
meaningful  contact  with  the  liv- 
ing needs  and  concerns  of  a 
congregation.  Therefore,  it  is 
not  apologetic ;  it  does  not  back 
away  from  the  truth  as  it  is 
given  by  God  in  His  Word. 

15.  Preaching  is  subjective: 
while  the  Word  comes  to  and 
for  human  beings,  it  also  comes 
through  a  preacher  who  is 
tainted  by  original  sin  and 
whose  perspectives  are  limited. 
"Truth  through  personality"  is 
an  accurate  depiction. 

16.  Preaching  is  submissive: 
we  are  called  to  deliver  what  is 
given  to  us  and  not  necessarily 
what  we  might  like  to  preach 
about.  We  are  to  die  daily  to  the 
will  of  the  Master— and  that 
means  Sundays  in  the  pulpit. 

17.  Preaching  is  survival: 
there  is  an  urgency  on  the  part 
of  the  preacher  who  believes 
that  preaching  has  to  be  done. 
"Woe  be  unto  me  if  I  preach  not 
the  gospel"  was  never  more 
valid  than  today. 

18.  Preaching  is  sustaining: 
we  nourish  our  flock  and  they, 
likewise,  nourish  us.  The  in- 
teraction that  can  and  should 
take  place  between  preacher 
and  people  is  often  a  banquet! 

j 


19.  Preaching  is  sweaty:  we 
are  to  toil  and  perspire  until  the 
riches  of  the  faith  give  forth 
their  life-giving  gems.  We  who 
preach  must  probe  the  Word, 
study  and  apply  preaching 
skills,  draw  wisely  upon  the 
unlimited  sources  that  inundate 
us  from  the  secular  world,  and 
make  use  of  various  literary 
forms  in  our  preaching. 

20.  Preaching  is  symphonic: 
there  is  a  harmony  that  results 
among  God's  people  with  con- 
vincing clarity  when  preacher 
and  people  agree  that  to  be 
right  with  Him  is  all  that 
ultimately  matters.  Only  the 
Maestro  of  marvels,  the  Master 


Save  us,  Lord,  from  sinking 
into  sin.  Save  us  from  thinking 
we  can  disobey  you  and  please 
you  at  the  same  time;  from 
thinking  we  can  travel  to  some 
far  country  of  selfishness  and 
also  be  at  home  with  you ;  from 
thinking  we  can  do  whatever 
we  feel  like  doing  and  also  be 
acceptable  to  you.  Save  us  from 
giving  in  to  any  clever  and  at- 
tractive temptation  that  would 
cause  us  to  give  to  you  a  place 
in  our  lives  other  than  the  one 
you  desire  and  require  from  us : 
first  place.  Make  us  be  aware 
that  in  order  to  be  your  people 
we  are  called  to  think  your 
thoughts  and  walk  in  your 
paths.  Spare  us  the  tragedy  of 
being  casual  in  our  dis- 
cipleship:  willing  to  be  Chris- 
tian in  name,  but  not  in  thought 
or  deed. 

Save  us,  Lord,  from  empty, 
hollow  living.  It  is  not  a  good 
thing  for  a  person's  one  life  on 
this  earth  to  add  up  to  nothing. 
If  life  has  become  a  mean- 
ingless repetition  of  yesterday ; 
if  all  we  do  is  what  we've 
always  done;  if  what  we 
discover  is  what  we've  always 
known;   if  today  is  just  one 


himself,  can  conduct  suchjj 
concert! 

In  the  most  elemental 
sense,  we  are  called  to  worsh 
God  through  Christ  and  to  sen 
one  another.  We  are  not  apt 
do  much  conscientious  ar 
rightly-motivated  servin 
unless  we  have  first  worship* 
our  God  in  the  fellowship  < 
others  with  expectancy 
relevancy,  and  frequency. 

Saint  Paul  tells  us,  "So  fail 
comes  from  what  is  heard,  an 
what  is  heard  comes  by  th 
preaching  of  Christ"  (Romar 
10:17,  RSV).  You  and  I  are  n< 
likely  to  improve  upon  that  a 
we  seek  to  make  worship 
keynote  in  our  churches. 


I 

more  day  in  an  existence  thill 
has  no  point  or  reason  othtl 
than  the  passing  of  time ;  if  \J 
look  at  our  particular  lives  an 
wonder,  "Is  that  all  there  is?'; 
then  give  to  us,  Father,  a  clesi 
call,  an  invitation,  a  sum 
mons— perhaps  a  commanf 
ment  is  in  order!— to  be  si 
journers  and  pilgrims  on  tfti 
earth,  persons  who  travel  herr 
individually  and  with  other.' 
with  you  as  the  God  of  thei 
lives.  Provide  us  with  a  sacret 
glimpse  of  eternity  now,  ( 
abundant  living  now,  so  ths 
our  lives  can  be  filled  wit 
vitality,  faith,  hope,  and  love 
Make  that  sacred  glimpse  hoi 
before  us  the  exciting 
challenging  pursuit  of  ea 
cellence  in  all  we  say  and  dc 
Make  this  journey  on  earth  a 
inspiring,  wonderful  time  whe 
we  — yes,  even  we— becom 
friends,  followers,  of  the  Go 
Most  High.  Be  not  as  a  strange 
to  us,  Lord;  be  instead  as  th 
God  revealed  to  us  in  you 
Word,  in  the  person  of  Jesu 
Christ:  our  Heavenly  Father. 

And  we  will  go  on  our  way,  re 
joicing  and  free. 

Through  Christ  our  Lord  am 
Saviour.  Amen. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


A  PASTORAL  PRAYER 

by  Gordon  H.  Reif 
First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Chicago  Heights,  Illinois 


Teacher's  Outlook 


by  Lucy  Barrow  Mooring 


Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  Doua's  advisor  at  Mount  Olive  College,  shares  a  quiet  mo- 
lent  at  the  Moye  Library  with  Doua  and  Professor  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  Doua's 
nglish  teacher. 


I  appreciate  my  Free  Will 
baptist  heritage  and  the  oppor- 
jnity  to  work  at  Mount  Olive 
!ollege,  my  home  away  from 
ome.  The  College  was  founded 
y  the  Church  to  provide  "a 
rogram  of  higher  education 
lat  is  distinctly  Christian  and 
lat  emphasizes  the  educa- 
onal  development  of  whole 
uman  beings,  the  service  of 
rod  through  serving  others  and 
le  value  of  the  liberal  arts  in 
n  educational  program.  As  a 
hurch- related  college,  Mount 
•live  seeks  to  assist  each  stu- 
ent  in  developing  his  full 
otential  as  a  child  of  God.  It  is 
1  the  fulfillment  of  this  mission 
lat  the  College  finds  its 
istorical  reasons  for  existence 
nd  its  continued  purpose  for 
eing." 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

'art  I:  The  Care  and  Nurturing 
of  Sunday  School  Teachers 
Recently  a  Sunday  school 
uperintendent  said  to  me,  "We 
eem  to  have  lost  our  en- 
husiasm  about  the  work  of  the 
unday  school.  Teacher  morale 
3  at  an  all-time  low.  When  I  try 
o  get  them  together  to  deal 
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Doua  Moua,  a  Laotian  re- 
fugee attending  Mount  Olive 
College,  yearns  to  develop  his 
full  potential  "as  a  child  of 
God."  Already  a  lay  speaker, 
he  dreams  of  becoming  a 
minister.  In  California,  Doua's 
home  away  from  home,  only 
three  pastors  serve  35,000  Lao 
Christians.  To  fulfill  his  dream, 
Doua  needs  and  wants  the  best 
possible  education.  Recogniz- 
ing his  need  and  potential, 
Calvin  Mercer,  his  advisor,  has 
worked  closely  with  Doua  and 
his  instructors,  and  arranged 
for  a  private  tutor  three  hours 
each  week.  With  such  help, 
Doua  is  succeeding. 

Working  as  Doua  Moua's 
English  teacher  at  Mount  Olive 
College  nudges  my  conscience 
and  encourages  counting  my 


with  the  problem,  only  a  few 
show  up.  My  other  efforts  have 
also  met  with  indifference  or 
even  criticism.  I'm  frustrated 
and  discouraged.  What  can  I 
do?  How  can  I  help  motivate 
our  teachers  and  inspire  them 
to  greater  commitment?" 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
articles  that  will  address  this 
common  problem.  How  can  we 


blessings.  As  a  refugee,  he 
faced  not  only  the  agony  of 
leaving  his  homeland,  but  also 
the  agony  of  trying  to  com- 
municate in  a  foreign  country 
with  scant  knowledge  of  its 
language.  He  speaks  and  writes 
fluently  in  Laotian,  his  native 
tongue;  he  is  struggling  to 
develop  the  same  skills  in 
English;  to  succeed  he  must 
translate  assigned  materials 
from  English  into  Laotian  for 
understanding  and  back  into 
English  to  prepare  assign- 
ments. Such  a  process  requires 
time,  given  willingly.  The  pro- 
cess also  requires  patience, 
diligence,  and  ability;  none  of 
these  are  barriers. 

Some  difficulty  with  relation- 
ship words,  tense  concepts, 
word  endings  and  general  rules 
of  grammar  still  exists,  but 
Doua  continues  to  improve,  an 
important  evaluation  criteria. 
The  following  quote  appears  in 
a  November  12  assignment,  a 
critical  evaluation  of  "escape" 
and  ' ' interpretative ' '  writing : 
"An  interpretive  story  presents 
us  with  an  insight  large  and 
small  into  the  nature  and  condi- 
tions of  our  existence.  It  takes 
us  behind  the  scenes,  shows  us 
the  props  and  mirrors,  and 
seeks  to  make  clear  the  illu- 
sions." 

Knowing  Doua,  a  dedicated 
Christian,  enriches  my  life.  In 
his  writing  I  find  a  "special 
kind  of  splendor,"  a  "pearl," 
slowly  nudging  its  way  from  the 
shell,  waiting  to  be  polished  to 
potential  brilliance. 


as  leaders  in  the  church  nur- 
ture teachers  in  such  a  way  that 
they  will  be  more  committed, 
motivated,  inspired,  and  en- 
thused about  the  teaching 
ministry? 

Now  we  must  realize  at  the 
outset  that  we  cannot  motivate 
teachers!  Motivation  must 
come  primarily  from  within 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


News  &  Notes 


Upcoming  Events  at 
Princeton  Mission 

The  new  Princeton  Mission 
had  a  revival  and  commission- 
ing service  on  January  9,  1984, 
through  January  13,  1984.  They 
had  good  services  each  night. 
The  Rev.  T.  C.  Farmer  was  the 
evangelist.  There  were  singers 
from  Catalpa  Church,  Tee's 
Chapel  Church,  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  and  Haymount 
Church. 

For  the  commissioning  ser- 
vice on  Friday  night,  the  Revs. 
Alton  Howard,  T.  C.  Farmer, 
Ted  Bryant,  Dean  Kennedy, 
board  members  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Missions  Board,  deacons 
from  Haymount  Church,  Den- 
nis Canady,  Eddie  Mason, 
James  Mitchell  were  praying 
at  the  altar  for  the  Rev.  Smith 
and  the  work  at  Princeton. 

All  churches  in  the  Cape  Fear 
Conference  were  asked  to  be 
mother  churches.  It  was  asked 
that  they  do  not  take  anything 
away  from  their  own  church's 
donations  to  other  denomina- 
tional enterprises,  but  pray  for 
this  work  and  send  all  dona- 
tions to  H.  T.  Hinson,  treasurer 
of  Cape  Fear  Conference, 
Route  2,  Dunn,  North  Carolina, 
earmarked  for  the  Cape  Fear 
Missions  Board. 

Sherron  Acres  to  Celebrate 
Its  50th  Anniversary 

Sherron  Acres  Church,  1300 
Lynn  Road,  Durham,  will 
celebrate  its  50th  anniversary 
on  February  19,  1984. 

On  February  18,  1934,  about 
15  people  met  in  a  small  house 
in  the  community  and  orga- 
nized a  church.  God  used 
Brother  Q.  Hansley  as  founder 
and  Brother  R.  L.  Hutchins  as 
co-founder.  The  late  Rev. 
Henry  Melvin  presided  over  the 
organizational  meeting. 

God  has  blessed  the  church 
through  the  years.  Many  young 
men  have  heard  the  call  of  God 
to  preach  and  have  responded. 

On  the  50th  anniversary  one 
of  the  co-founder's  grandsons, 


the  Rev.  J.  C.  Lynn,  will  teach 
all  adult  Sunday  school  classes. 
During  the  morning  worship 
hour,  Mrs.  Hansley,  the 
founder's  widow,  will  receive 
special  recognition.  The  Rev. 
Wingate  Hansley,  the  founder's 
son,  will  preach  the  morning 
message. 

Following  the  worship  ser- 
vice, lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  A  memorial 
service  will  follow.  Special 
recognition  will  be  given  to  all 
former  pastors  and  sons  in  the 
ministry.  They  will  each  bring 
brief  greetings. 

An  invitation  has  been  ex- 
tended to  all  former  pastors 


/. 

and  sons  in  the  ministry.  AI 
former  members  and  theii 
families  are  invited. 


Oak  Grove  Church 
Has  Baptism 

On  February  5,  1984,  Oa 
Grove  Church,  Route  3,  Elr 
City,  held  a  baptismal  servic€ 
There  were  5  candidates  to  1 
baptized.  This  totals  36  tha 
have  been  baptized  in  the  past 
years  since  the  Rev.  Clarenci 
Harris  has  been  pastor  of  th 
church.  There  have  been  21  tha 
moved  their  memberships  b; 
letter.  Thanks  go  to  Mr.  Harri 
and  his  wife. 


Children's  Home 


"A  NEW  ADDITION" 


On  Friday,  January  20,  the  Children's  Home  had  a  new  addition 
to  its  family  ...  a  pin-ball  machine!  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Hersh  oil 
Raleigh  donated  the  new  addition  to  our  family  of  recreation,  and  I 
was  delivered  in  excellent  condition!  This  is  only  "part"  of  th<' 
goings-on  in  the  renovation  of  our  new  Recreation  and  Activitie:1 
program.  Along  with  the  new  program  will  be  a  well-plannec 
system  of  supervision  to  assure  us  AND  YOU  that  our  investment! 
of  time  and  energy  are  well  protected.  We  believe  that  our  childrei 
need  and  deserve  the  right  of  recreational  opportunities. 

We  would  like  to  publicly  acknowledge  this  gift  from  the  Herslj 
family,  and  thank  them  for  their  kindness.  But  there  is  more  to  i 
than,  just  "Thank  you."  We  have  not  simply  added  to  our  inventory 
of  recreational  supplies  ...  we  have  added  to  our  register  of  peopl< 
who  care  .  .  .  ABOUT  OUR  CHILDREN. 
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"A  NEW  FACE  IN 
TUTORING" 


CHILDREN  TAKE  TRIP! 


As  many  of  you  may  know, 
rs.  Hilda  Boone  is  no  longer 
ith  us  as  Educational  Coor- 
nator  and  Tutor.  We  ap- 
'eciate  the  contributions  that 
rs.  Boone  made  during  her 
srvice  with  the  Children's 
ome,  and  we  will  miss  her. 
But,  as  the  Lord  has  prom- 
ed,  He  did  not  "leave  us  com- 
•rtless."  (A  bit  out  of 
mtext!)  After  much  prayer 
id  deliberation  we  selected 
le  well-qualified  applicant  to 
il  the  position. 

Mr.  Clint  Johnson,  a  resident 
Sims,  North  Carolina,  is  a 
.A.  graduate  of  North 
irolina  State  University,  and 
M.A.  graduate  of  East 
arolina  University.  His 
aster's  studies  were  in 
ducational  Administration, 
r.  Johnson  is  currently  serv- 
g  as  principal  at  Vinson- 
ynum  School  in  the  Wilson 
Dunty  School  System.  He  has 
id  an  accumulative  ex- 
jrience  of  above  seven  years 
}  principal  of  public  schools, 
id  four  years  as  a  public 
:hool  teacher.  Mr.  Johnson 
is  a  genuine  interest  in  our 
lildren  and  is  excited  about 
s  work  with  the  Children's 
ome.  He  has  already  won  the 
jarts  of  the  children  being 
itored,  by  bringing  a  com- 
lter  to  incorporate  into  his 
aching  strategies. 
We  thank  God  for  His 
ridance  in  providing  a  person 
!  his  caliber.  Pray  for  our 
itoring  ministry,  for  we  have 
iveral  "special  students"  with 
feat  educational  needs. 


On  January  25,  our  children, 
ages  5  to  11,  enjoyed  a  tour  of 
the  Wilson  Fire  Department. 
Upon  arrival  at  the  fire 
station,  the  children  viewed 
and  learned  about  the  different 
types  of  trucks  and  equipment 
used  by  the  department.  A  fire 
safety  film  was  also  shown  to 
the  children.  The  highlight  of 
the  tour  was  a  visit  by 
"Sparky,"  the  department's 
fire  dog.  "Sparky"  delivered 
coloring  books  to  the  children. 
We  thank  the  Wilson  Fire 
Department  for  an  informative 
and  interesting  tour. 


"RECREATION  IS  A  MUST!" 

Remember  the  cliche,  "All 
work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a 
dull  boy"?  That  may  not  win 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  great 
psychological  findings  in  1984, 
but  we  see  it  as  holding  a  great 
deal  of  truth  in  working  with 
children  and  young  people. 
Wholesome  recreation  for 
young  people  is  like  "apples  of 
gold  in  pitchers  of  silver!"  It 
stimulates  excitement  and  pro- 
vides a  vent  for  stress ;  it  helps 
eliminate  boredom,  one  of  the 


major  causes  of  discipline 
problems;  it  provides  a  much- 
needed  interaction  with  people 
and  experiences  in  the  "out- 
side world"  ;  and  it  shows  our 
children  that  we  are  interested 
in  every  aspect  of  their  lives. 

January  began  our  new  '84 
Activities  Schedule.  We  are  ex- 
cited about  what  the  year  holds 
for  recreation  activities.  Begin- 
ning January,  Bill  Laws  of 
Wilson  invited  our  young  people 
to  his  "Space  Odyssey"  for  an 
hour  of  video  games,  to  be  con- 
tinued one  Monday  night  of 
each  month.  On  January  21,  we 
took  a  group  to  Morehead 
Planetarium  in  Chapel  Hill, 
preceded  by  a  picnic  lunch. 
February  activities  include 
bowling  at  Western  Lanes  in 
Wilson,  and  Roll-A-Wheel 
rollerskating. 

If  anyone  would  like  to  par- 
ticipate in  providing  at  least 
one  major  activity  each  month 
for  our  children,  please  feel 
free  to  let  us  know.  This  is  one 
way  that  we  can  continue  to 
provide  TOTAL  CARE  for  our 
children. 


MATERIALS  AVAILABLE 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  will  be  happy 
to  supply  your  church  will  pro- 
motional materials:  special  of- 
fering folders,  bulletins, 
bulletin  inserts,  and  memorial 
gift  envelopes.  We  would  also 
be  happy  to  print  and  furnish 
bulletins  for  your  special  ser- 
vices or  meetings.  You  may  ob- 
tain these  materials  or  services 
by  writing  to  us  at  P.O.  Box  249, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina 
27557,  or  calling  (919)  235-2161. 


HONORARY  AND  MEMORIAL  GD7TS 

What  a  pleasant  surprise  it  would  be  to  open  your  mail  and  find 
that  someone  appreciates  you  enough  to  send  a  gift  to  the 
Children's  Home  in  your  honor!  You  can  brighten  the  day  of  a 
friend,  loved  one,  co-worker— anyone— by  making  a  contribution  to 
the  Children's  Home  in  honor  of  that  person.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
send  your  gift  earmarked  as  an  honorary  gift  and  give  us  the  name 
and  address  of  that  person  so  that  we  can  send  him  a  card  of 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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David  and  Hallie  Still  from  Zion  Church  of  the  Paul  Palmer  Conference, 
Blakely,  Georgia,  attended  the  Grand  Opening  of  College  Hall.  David  Still  video- 
taped all  of  the  Grand  Opening  ceremonies. 

Shown  above  during  a  tour  of  the  campus  are  (l-r)  JoAnn  Pennington,  Gift 
Records  Secretary,  the  Stills,  and  Dianne  Riley,  Director  of  Admissions.  The  Stills 
also  spent  nearly  a  week  visiting  the  various  denominational  enterprises  in  North 
Carolina. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  TO 
SPONSOR  FINANCIAL  AID  WORKSHOP 

Mount  Olive  College  is  offering  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
plan  for  their  future  educational  needs.  A  special  Financial  Aid 
Workshop  for  students  and  their  parents  is  set  for  February  18  in 
the  Henderson  Building,  room  209.  There  is  no  registration  fee. 

Students  attending  any  college  in  the  fall  will  receive  specific 
instructions  on  the  programs  and  the  procedures  to  be  followed  in 
the  application  for  financial  aid.  A  wide  range  of  financial  aid  is 
available— scholarships,  grants,  loans  and  work  study. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  includes : 

Registration  and  Refreshments  9:30  a.m. 

Opening  Remarks  10:00  a.m. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes,  Dean 

Workshop  10:15a.m. 

Vicky  Bell,  Director  of  Financial  Aid,  will  explain: 
Programs  of  Aid 
Procedures  for  Application 

Question  and  Answer  Session  11:30  a.m. 

Conclusion  12:00  noon 

Mount  Olive  College  awards  academic  honors  scholarships 
ranging  from  $500  to  $1,500  annually.  Other  grants  include  athletic, 
music,  art  and  ministerial  awards.  Part-time  employment  and 
loans  are  available.  Qualified  Free  Will  Baptist  students  are  of- 
fered a  $1,250  Tuition  Grant  and  full-time  North  Carolina  students 
are  eligible  for  the  $750  North  Carolina  Legislative  Tuition  Grant. 

For  information  on  the  workshop,  call  Vicky  Bell,  919/658-4933, 
or  write  The  Director  of  Financial  Aid,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 


Endowment  of  the  Week 

H 
l 

AMOS  AND  BERTIE  1 
WHALEY  HOWARD 

ENDOWMENT 
Mount  Olive  College 


Amos  and  Bertie  Whaley  Howard 

The  Howard  Endowment  ha 
been  established  by  th 
children  of  Amos  and  Berti 
Whaley  Howard  as  a  livinj 
tribute  to  their  parents  and  fo 
the  advancement  of  Christian 
education. 

Amos  Howard  (born  1895 
and  Bertie  Whaley  (born  1896) 
both  natives  of  Lenoir  County 
North  Carolina,  were  marries 
in  1914  and  were  the  parents  q 
twelve  children,  of  whom 
eleven  are  still  living. 

In  response  to  a  request  foj 
information  about  thei: 
parents,  Versie  (Mrs.  W.  E. 
Baldree  of  New  Bern  and  Ver 
die  (Mrs.  Edward)  Hill  of  Pin! 
Hill  wrote : 

"They  both  accepted  Christ  in 
their  early  teens  and  united  with 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep 
Run.  They  were  married  January 
4,  1914. 

"Mama  and  Pa  worked  side  by 
side  on  the  farm  for  about  thirty 
years  and  also  operated  a  small 
grocery  store  for  a  few  years. 
They  learned  to  live  at  home  by 
growing  and  preserving  most  of 
the  food  they  ate. 

"Though  busy  taking  care  of  a 
large  family,  they  always  took 
time  to  worship  God  and  to  instill 
in  their  children  the  love  of  God 
and  their  fellowman.  Their 
greatest  desire  was  that  their 
children  would  become  Chris- 
tians. They  have  seen  each  one 
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accept  Christ  as  his  personal 
Saviour. 

"In  1945  they  left  the  farming  to 
three  of  the  sons,  and  moved  to 
Pink  Hill.  They  opened  a 
restaurant  and  served  home 
cooked  meals.  After  they  retired 
from  the  restaurant,  they  still 
kept  busy,  Pa  helping  a  son  in  a 
country  store,  and  Mama 
quilting,  crocheting,  visiting  the 
sick  and  shut-in.  Since  Pa's  death 
in  1965,  Mama  has  taken  art 
lessons  and  has  painted  dozens  of 
pictures,  some  decorate  her 
home  and  others  she  has  shared 
with  her  children,  grandchildren, 
pastor  and  friends. 

"Mama  who  is  affectionately 
called  'Miss  Bertie,'  loves  her 
Lord,  her  church,  and  is  always 
faithful  in  attendance  at  worship 
services,  Sunday  school  and 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  She  attends 
many  conferences  and  conven- 
tions and  was  chosen  Free  Will 
Baptist  Woman  of  the  Year  in 
1972.  She  is  an  avid  supporter  of 
all  our  denominational  enter- 
prises. She  is  87  years  young  and 
in  good  health,  for  which  she 
gives  credit  to  her  Lord. 

"We  thank  God  for  the  lives  of 
our  parents,  the  contribution  they 
have  made  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  their  family,  friends,  and  to 
our  Free  Will  Baptist  denomina- 
tion." 

The  Howard  children,  in 
rder  of  birth,  are:  Verna  Lee 
oward,  Kinston;  Horace  A. 
oward,  Pink  Hill;  Verdie 
VIrs.  Edward)  H.  Hill,  Pink 
ill;  Harold  F.  Howard,  Pink 
ill;  Versie  (Mrs.  W.  E.) 
aldree,  New  Bern;  Haywood 
?.  Howard,  Pink  Hill  ;  Heber  L. 
bward,  Deep  Run;  Hugh  H. 
bward,  Pink  Hill;  Houston  B. 
oward,  Pink  Hill;  Eloise  H. 
Worth)  Hemby,  Kinston; 
sanette  H.  (Winford)  Duff, 
eulaville;  and  Henry  Clay 
oward  (deceased). 


RELIGION  DEPARTMENT 
TO  SPONSOR  FILM 

"Memories  and  Perspec- 
ves,"  a  film  depicting  the  life 
f  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  will  be 
tiown  March  2,  7:30  p.m.,  in 
ollege  Auditorium.  This  event 
!  open  to  the  public  free  of 
harge. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


67  MORE  CHAIRS  CONTRIBUTED  TO  COLLEGE  HALL 

The  gift  of  sixty-seven  more  chairs  for  College  Hall  during  the 
week  ending  January  30  brought  to  629  the  total  number  given  to 
date.  The  College  is  seeking  contributions  of  $50  each  for  a  total  of 
800  chairs  which  will  be  used  for  conventions  and  other  church- 
related  events. 

The  chairs,  along  with  over  1,200  bleacher  seats,  will  bring  to 
more  than  2,000  the  number  of  people  who  can  be  seated  on  the 
main  floor  of  College  Hall.  Several  hundred  additional  persons  can 
be  accommodated  in  the  480-foot  balcony  which  surrounds  the 
arena. 


Needed 
Gifts  to  date 
Balance 


Summary  Through  January  30 

800  Chairs  ($50  each) 

629  Chairs 

171 

Donors  January  24-30 


Donors 

In  Memory  of  Sam  Hocutt 

By  Mrs.  S.  H.  Hocutt,  Goldsboro 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven 
Mrs.  Alfred  Massengill,  Four  Oaks 
In  Memory  of  Horace  E.  Mixon 

By  Sudie  M.  Mixon,  Wilson 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden 
Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Clayton 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  Floyd  Cherry 

By  Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Clayton 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Floyd  Cherry 

By  Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Clayton 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Newsome,  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Roger  D.  Rowe  Sr. 

By  Mrs.  Leoria  C.  Watson,  Kenly 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs 

By  Deep  Run  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Deep  Run 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Harper 

By  Deep  Run  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Deep  Run 
In  Memory  of  Murray  Wade  Boyette 

By  Mrs.  Murray  Wade  Boyette  and  Family,  Trenton 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Murray  Wade  Boyette 

By  Sue  Sutton,  Nelson  Boyette,  John  Boyette  and 

Families,  Trenton 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  James  R.  Lancaster 

By  Rose  of  Sharon  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Robersonville 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  James  R.  Lancaster 

By  Rose  of  Sharon  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Robersonville 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Arthur  Kennedy 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willard,  Raleigh 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Mamie  M.  Kennedy 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willard,  Raleigh 
In  Memory  of  Frances  Edgerton 

By  Miss  Louise  Edgerton,  Pikeville 
In  Memory  of  Charlie  Hines 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  White,  New  Bern 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Hines 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  White,  New  Bern 
Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Mayo 

By  Mrs.  Viola  H.  Brown,  Farmville 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Arlene  Flynn 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  P.  Harris,  Greenville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  James,  Tarboro 
Rose  of  Sharon  Sunday  School,  Robersonville 
Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Clifton  Styron 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  C.  Godwin,  Cedar  Island 
Aspen  Grove  Church,  Walstonburg 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Frank  Grubbs 

By  Lanier's  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Chinquapin 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


$40,000 
31,450 
$  8,550 


Number 

of  Chairs  Amount 

1  $  50 


200 
50 
50 

250 
50 
50 

50 

50 
100 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

200 
50 

50 

100 
100 
200 
50 

100 
50 
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Home  Missions 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR 
OCTOBER  1,  1983- 
DECEMBER  31,  1983 

ALBEMARLE 


Corinth  $ 

50.00 

Free  Union  (Beaufort  County) 

12.84 

Hickory  Chapel 

195.00 

IvlOUllL  ZjAOll 

Mount  Tabor 

145.77 

St.  Paul 

97.50 

Shiloh 

412.97 

Sidney 

160.85 

Sound  Side 

128.50 

Union  Chapel 

138.00 

Albemarle  District 

Auxiliary  Convention 

295.10 

Total  $ 

1,839.03 

CAPE  FEAR 

Bethel  $ 

120.00 

Catalpa 

10.00 

Haymount 

766.41 

Hopewell 

187.89 

Johnston  Union 

170.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

25.00 

Oak  Grove 

45.00 

Palmer  Memorial 

189.83 

Powhatan 

569.01 

tviveroiue 

ion  nn 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

50.00 

Shady  Grove 

38.75 

Steven's  Chapel 

25.00 

Tee's  Chapel 

20.00 

West  Clinton 

20.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

125.60 

Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting 

38.05 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Fellowship 

100.00 

Total  $ 

2,600.54 

CENTRAL 

Aspen  Grove  $ 

122.50 

Ayden 

20.00 

Bethany 

102.25 

Black  Jack 

51.00 

Community 

110.00 

Daniels  Chapel 

405.00 

Dilda's  Grove 

30.00 

Edgewood 

25.32 

Elm  Grove 

5.00 

Free  Union 

129.00 

Friendship 

87.78 

Greenville,  First 

135.00 

Grimsley 

82.50 

Harrell's  Chapel 

225.00 

Hickory  Grove 

142.24 

Howell  Swamp 

145.00 

Hugo 

10.00 

Hull  Road 

621.55 

King's  Cross  Roads 

114.22 

La  Grange 

30.00 

Little  Creek 

220.00 

Marlboro 

81.25 

Ormondsville 

23.00 

Otter's  Creek 

55.00 

Peace 

16.00 

Piney  Grove  (Beaufort) 

20.00 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt  County ) 

392.25 

Reedy  Branch 

53.69 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

185.00 

Rose  Hill 

331.00 

Rose  of  Sharon 
Saratoga 
Spring  Branch 
Sweet  Gum  Grove 
Tarboro,  First 
Williamston,  First 
Winterville 
Central  Conference 

Missions  Board 
Second  Union 
Total 

EASTERN 

Antioch 

Bridgeton 

Cabin 

Core  Creek 

Croatan 

Davis 

Deep  Run 

Dublin  Grove 

Edwards  Chapel 

Friendship 

Gospel  Outreach 

Holly  Springs 

Jackson  Heights 

Kinston,  First 

Moseley's  Creek 

Mount  Zion  ( Onslow  County ) 

New  Haven 

Northeast 

Oak  Grove 

Oriental 

Pearsall  Chapel 

Pilgrims  Rest 

Piney  Grove 

Russell's  Creek 

Sandy  Plain 

St.  Mary's 

Sound  View 

Trent 

Wardens  Grove 
Westside 
Whaley's  Chapel 
White  Oak  Grove 
Wilmington,  First 
Wintergreen 
Woodrow,  First 
Third  District 

Sunday  School  Convention 
Third  Union 
Total 

PEE  DEE 

Pee  Dee  Union  Number  1 
Beaverdam 
Cypress  Creek 
Macedonia 
Mission  Valley 
Oak  Grove 
White  Oak 
Total 

PIEDMONT 

Cathedral 
High  Point 
Total 

WESTERN 

Barnes  Hill 
Branch  Chapel 


35 

00 

50 

00 

210 

00 

160 

00 

385 

00 

40 

71 

399 

60 

450.00 
12.54 
$  5,713.40 


100.00 
131.00 
10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
77.45 
40.00 
10.00 
10.00 
18.00 
10.00 
S13.46 
137.37 
25.00 
125.00 
25.00 
60.00 
30.00 
10.50 
23.68 
97.50 
30.00 
10.00 
30.00 
459.71 
530.00 
297.38 
175.00 
120.00 
350.00 
25.00 
100.00 
25.00 
50.00 
15.00 

35.00 
30.00 


$  3,566 

05 

$  30 

00 

1,006 

39 

305 

73 

275 

00 

75 

00 

233 

35 

64 

91 

$  1,990.38 


20.00 
110.14 
130.14 


$  100.00 
500.00 


Calvary 
Everett  Chapel 
Free  Spirit 
Free  Union 
Fremont 

Holly  Springs  (Kenly) 

Kenly 

Little  Rock 

Marsh  Swamp 

Memorial  Chapel 

Micro 

Milbournie 

Mount  Zion  (Nash  County) 

Mount  Zion  (Wilson  County) 

Oak  Grove  (Wilson  County) 

People's  Chapel 

Piney  Grove  (Johnston  County) 

Pine  Level 

Pleasant  Grove 

Pleasant  Hill 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

Rosebud 

St.  Mary's 

Sherron  Acres 

Spring  Hill 

Stoney  Creek 

Stony  Hill 

Union  Grove 

Unity  (Wilson  County) 

Wilson,  First 

Western  Auxiliary  Conference 
Western  District  Youth 

Total  $ 


25. 

471.211 
54.0(1 
25.91 

200.01! 
20.01 
35.01 
37.51 

128.51 
20.0*1 
22.9! 

175.01 
50.01 
20.01 

103.9I1 
60.0(1 
81 

195 

530.01, 
20.01 
lO.Ol' 
87.5|i 

450.0(1 

170.01) 

400.01, 
3.680.W 
20.01' 

250.(K! 
20.0( 

285.01 

250.0(1 
25.0(1 


L.2! 
5.01 


8,522.65! 


INDIVroUALS 

Ard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Baker,  Fred 
Baker,  Paul  L. 
Barnard,  Charles 
Boyette,  EvaT. 
Brewer,  Mary  B. 
Bynum,  Robert  E. 
Dail,  Nellie  R. 
Futrelle,  Foy 
Gardner,  Mrs.  Carlton 
Glisson,  Frances 
Godwin,  Jerry 
Gurganus,  H.  G. 
Hansley,  David  W. 
Harris,  Dennis  I. 
Hurst,  Esther 
Johnson,  Lou  Esther 
Kennedy,  Rocky 
Men's  Hunting  Club  of  Whitehurst  20.01 
Morris,  Mrs.  E.  C.  40.0C 
Peedin,  Doris  lO.Ot 
Starling,  W.  Howard  100.0C 
Ward,  Mary  E.  10.«| 
Ward,  Robert  20.01 
West,  Estell  M.  20.(K 
Total  $  1,063.8( 


20.0^ 
70.<X 
25.01 
50.(X> 
25M 
31.8<| 
100.(H 
20.0^' 
60.01 
lO.Ot 
lO.Ot 
lOO.Ot 
lO.OtJ 
12.0fl 
150.0(1 
20.01 
20.0(1 
110.01 


OTHERS 

Cash  Offering  Mission 

Rally  Daly '  s  Chapel  $ 
St.  Cloud  Mission 
Paul  Palmer  Association 
North  Carolina  State  Auxiliary 
Total 


26.1! 
160.01 
250.01 
163.6! 
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$  599.71 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $26,025.7 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


»r  February  12 

THE  SERVANT 
OF  THE  LORD 

isson   Text:    Isaiah  42:1-4; 

19:5,  6;  53:4-6 

emory  Verse:  Isaiah  42:1 

When  John  the  Baptist,  in 
ison,  sent  word  to  Jesus,  ask- 
l,  "Art  thou  he  that  should 
me,  or  do  we  look  for 
Other?"  (Matthew  11:3),  he 
is  voicing  the  hope  of  the 
wish  people  for  the  Deliverer 
10m  God  had  promised  to 
nd  to  them.  The  common  title 

which  this  anticipated  one 
is  known  was  the  Messiah, 
e  one  anointed  of  God  for  the 
sk  of  deliverance, 
rhe  term  Messiah,  referring 

this  special  agent  of  the 
>rd,  appears  in  only  one 
ssage  of  the  Old  Testament, 
iniel  9:25,  26.  Nevertheless, 
ere  are  many  prophecies 
la  ted  to  this  person— so  many 
d  so  specific,  in  fact,  that  a 
minant  tenet  of  the  Jewish 
Lth  was  that  the  Messiah 
mid  come.  It  is  not  inap- 
opriate  to  apply  the  term 
essianic  to  all  prophecies  of 
is  nature. 

What  may  be  overlooked  is 
at  these  prophecies  incor- 
rate  three  distinct  concepts 
this  chosen  Deliverer.  Let  us 
ke  brief  notice  of  them. 
The  majority  of  the  proph- 
ies  speak  of  one  whom  the 
>rd  would  raise  up  as  a  king  to 
:  on  the  throne  of  David.  "I 
ive  sworn  unto  David  my  ser- 
int,  Thy  seed  will  I  establish 
r  ever,  and  build  up  thy 
rone  to  all  generations" 
•salm  89:3,  4).  "Unto  us  a  son 
given:  and  the  government 
all  be  upon  his  shoulder  .... 
:  the  increase  of  his  govern- 
ent  and  peace  there  shall  be 
)  end,  upon  the  throne  of 
avid"  (Isaiah  9:6,  7). 
This  one  would  be  born  in 
sthlehem  (Micah  5:2),  and  He 


would  reign  in  righteousness 
(Jeremiah  23:5,  6).  These 
Scriptures,  and  others  of  like 
tenor,  were  dear  to  the  heart  of 
the  Jews  and  they  focused  their 
attention  upon  them.  With  rare 
exception,  their  only  concept  of 
the  Messiah  was  that  of  the 
Davidic  ruler. 

However,  there  are  two  other 
aspects  regarding  the  Messiah 
that  are  presented  in  the  Old 
Testament.  One  of  these  is  that 
He  would  be  God's  spokesman. 
God  said  to  Moses,  "I  will  raise 
them  up  a  Prophet  from  among 
their  brethren,  like  unto  thee, 
and  will  put  my  words  in  his 
mouth ;  and  he  shall  speak  unto 
them  all  that  I  shall  command 
him"  (Deuteronomy  18:18). 
The  New  Testament  clearly  in- 
dicates that  this  prediction  was 
fulfilled  (see  Acts  3:20-22). 

In  addition,  the  Messiah 
would  fulfill  the  office  of  priest. 
Psalm  110:4  says,  "Thou  art  a 
priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of 
Melchizedek."  (See  Hebrews 
6:20;  7:17,  21.)  It  was  the  func- 
tion of  the  priest  to  make  an  of- 
fering for  sin  on  behalf  of  the 
people  and  then  to  appear 
before  God  for  them.  This  the 
Messiah  would  do. 

As  king,  prophet,  and  priest, 
then,  how  great  the  Messiah 
would  be— a  king  greater  than 
David,  a  prophet  greater  than 
Moses,  a  priest  greater  than 
Melchizedek.  Yet,  as  exalted  as 
He  was,  He  came  to  earth  as  a 
servant  to  do  the  Lord's  will, 
which  included  making  an  of- 
fering for  sin.  Wonder  of 
wonders,  He  would  not  only 
make  an  offering  for  sin;  He 
would  also  become  the  victim! 
He  who  was  with  God  from  the 
beginning  would  become  the 
Suffering  Servant,  giving 
Himself  even  unto  death  for  our 
sakes. 

We  have  indicated  that  the 
prophecy  relative  to  the  Ser- 
vant found  its  fulfillment  in 
Jesus  Christ.  However,  the  ex- 
pression "servant  of  the  Lord" 


was  more  extensive  in  its 
meaning  until  it  came 
specifically  to  indicate  the 
Messiah.  As  a  person  devoted 
to  God,  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  a  given  task,  numerous  per- 
sons in  the  Old  Testament  were 
designated  as  His  servants— 
Moses,  Joshua,  etc.  However, 
in  the  study  before  us  the  term 
has  special  significance. 

In  Isaiah  41:8,  9,  we  read, 
"But  thou,  Israel,  art  my  ser- 
vant, Jacob  whom  I  have 
chosen,  the  seed  of  Abraham 
my  friend.  Thou  whom  I  have 
taken  from  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  and  called  thee  from  the 
chief  men  thereof,  and  said 
unto  thee,  Thou  art  my  ser- 
vant; I  have  chosen  thee,  and 
not  cast  thee  away."  The 
language  is  clear.  Israel  was 
God's  chosen  servant;  how- 
ever, the  reference  is  to  Israel 
as  a  unity,  not  as  an  aggregate 
of  persons.  In  similar  fashion 
we  can  say  today  that  the 
church  is  the  servant  of  the 
Lord.  This  is  not  to  say  that 
every  person  making  up  the 
church  is  faithfully  seeking  to 
do  God's  work.  It  does  mean 
that  the  church  bears  a  special 
relationship  to  God,  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  as  His  servant, 
and  will  realize  His  promise 
that  "the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  it"  (Matthew 
16:18).  In  like  manner  Israel,  in 
a  special  way,  was  God's  ser- 
vant, called  by  the  Lord  to  a 
particular  task— to  bring  bless- 
ing to  all  families  of  the  earth 
(Genesis  12:3). 

However,  Israel  had  become 
a  blind  and  deaf  servant 
(Isaiah  42:18,  19),  a  captive 
people,  "robbed  and  spoiled" 
(42:22),  themselves  in  need  of 
deliverance.  In  this  context  the 
prophet  spoke  of  a  Servant  who 
was  not  the  nation  of  Israel.  He 
was  of  Israel.  It  may  be  said 
that  He  was  representative 
of  Israel.  Yet  He  was  dis- 
tinguished as  an  individual. 
— Standard  Lesson  Commen- 
tary 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY,  12 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  1,  2 

I  JUST  LOVES  TO  POINT  HIM  OUT 
Some  years  ago  two  boats  glided  past  each 
other  on  the  Mississippi.  An  aged  Black  man  was 
conversing  with  a  white  friend  on  deck  of  one  of 
the  boats  when  suddenly  he  said  with  zest, 
"Look!  Yonder's  the  captain!"  Asked  the  white 
friend,  "Why  are  you  so  enthusiastic  while  you 
call  my  attention  to  the  captain?"  The  grateful 
Black  replied,  "Well,  sir,  years  ago,  as  we  were 
going  along  like  this,  I  fell  overboard.  I  couldn't 
swim  and  I  began  to  sink,  but  the  captain 
rescued  me.  Since  that  day,  I  just  loves  to  point 
him  out! " 

When  we  were  still  lost  in  sin,  the  waves  of 
sin  all  but  overwhelmed  us.  But  the  Captain  of 
our  salvation,  the  Lord  Jesus,  rescued  us.  Should 
we  not  joyously  "point  Him  out"  to  others? 


It  is  wonderful  to  be  a  believer  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ!  I  am  exceedingly  thankful  that 
God  has  graciously  led  me  to  saving  faith  in 
Christ.  In  the  Bible,  God  has  promised  eternal 
life  to  anyone  who  believes  in  His  only-begotten 
Son. 

MONDAY,  1  o 
FEBRUARY  16 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  3,  4 

NZAMBE,  YESU  KRISTU,  MOLINO  BIPURU 
At  Adi,  in  the  former  Belgian  Congo,  lives  a 
great  and  faithful  Christian.  He  is  deaf  and 
dumb.  He  has  found  an  effective  way  to  witness 
for  his  Lord,  however.  Whenever  he  meets 
anyone  on  a  path,  he  stops  and  writes  these 
words  in  the  dust:  "Nzambe,  Yesu  Kristu, 
Molino  Bipuru,"  — "God,  Jesus  Christ,  Holy 
Spirit."  Then  he  begins  to  preach  by  going 
through  a  series  of  motions.  He  pantomimes  the 
Crucifixion  and  the  Resurrection.  By  motions,  he 
shows  two  classes  of  people— those  who  receive 
the  Saviour,  and  those  who  reject  Him  and  are 
cast  into  outer  darkness.  When  he  pantomimes 
those  who  receive  the  Saviour,  his  face  lights  up 
with  radiant  smiles,  and  he  points  to  himself,  in- 
dicating that  he  has  received  Jesus  into  his 
heart.  He  goes  through  all  the  motions  of 
washing  himself  to  show  that  he  has  been 
cleansed  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  And  he  always 
has  a  smile. 


I  am  but  one, 

But  I  am  one. 

I  cannot  do  everything, 

But  I  can  do  something. 
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What  I  can  do 

I  ought  to  do. 

And  what  I  ought  to  do, 

With  God's  help, 

I  will  do. 

TUESDAY,  14 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  5,  6 

THE  WITNESSING  PLUMBER 
Howard  E.  Butt,  Jr.,  a  millionaire  grocer 
said,  "God  doesn't  issue  a  special  call  to  pastor 
and  leave  everyone  else  uncalled.  Every  Chris 
tian  should  think  of  himself  as  having  a  divin 
call  for  making  Christian  witnessing  a  full-tim, 
career." 

L.  C.  Hester  of  Whitehours,  Texas,  is  i 
plumber.  He  packs  a  New  Testament  with  hi 
tools.  He  is  known  as  "the  witnessing  plumber.' 
A  minister  said  of  him:  "That  witnessing 
plumber  has  won  hundreds  to  Christ  since  h< 
became  a  Christian.  Many  will  listen  to  a  'worhi 
ingman'  who  will  not  listen  to  a  preacher,  yoill 
know." 


The  work  is  solemn — do  not  trifle.  The  task  f 
difficult — do  not  relax.  The  opportunity  i{ 
brief — do  not  delay.  The  path  is  narrow — do  no] 
wander.  The  prize  is  glorious — do  not  faint. 

WEDNESDAY,  1 _ 
FEBRUARY  10 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  7 

A  QUEEN  TESTIFIES 
We  are  commissioned  to  be  witnesses  to  th<, 
truth  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  i 
witness  is  one  who  speaks  of  that  which  he  know! 
about  first  hand.  We  need  to  have  a  knowledge  o 
our  faith  that  we  can  be  bold  in  our  witness  an* 
adventurous  in  our  living.  We  know  that  we  shall 
probably  be  in  a  minority  wherever  we  are.  Wrf 
know  we  shall  have  to  face  insecurity,  opposiij 
tion,  and  perhaps  danger,  for  the  confession  oij 
our  faith.  But  the  Christian  church  has  alway| 
prospered  in  adversity,  and  we  must  certainlji 
not  be  afraid.  I  think  it  is  comforting  t<| 
remember  those  wonderful  marching  ordersl 
given  by  Joshua,  "Be  strong  and  of  a  goo«j 
courage,"  and  then  to  think  of  the  other  men  and 
women  in  times  past  who,  through  the  grace  o 
God,  were  enabled  to  go  forward  into  ai 
unknown   future   with   confidence   and  wit! 
resolves. 


Oh,  do  not  pray  for  easy  lives.  Pray  to  bt 
strong  men  and  women.  Do  not  pray  for  task 
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qual  to  your  powers.  Pray  for  power  equal  to 
our  tasks.  Then  the  doing  of  your  work  will  be 
o  miracle;  but  you  shall  be  a  miracle.  Every 
ay  you  shall  wonder  at  yourself,  at  the  richness 
flife  which  has  come  to  you  by  the  grace  of  God. 

THURSDAY,  lfi 
FEBRUARY  AD 

aripture  Reading— Numbers  8,  9 

WRECKERS  AND  BUILDERS 
watched  them  tearing  a  building  down— 
gang  of  men  in  a  big  town, 
fith  a  heave  ho  and  a  lusty  yell 
hey  swung  a  beam  and  the  side  wall  fell, 
asked  the  foreman,  "Are  these  men  skilled? 
he  kind  you  would  hire  if  you  wanted  to  build?" 

e  laughed  and  said,  "Why,  no  indeed, 
ust  labor,  common  labor,  is  all  I  need, 
hey  can  easily  wreck  in  a  day  or  two 
fliat  builders  have  taken  years  to  do." 
asked  myself  as  I  went  my  way 
fliich  of  these  roles  have  I  played  today? 

s  a  builder  who  works  with  care 
[easuring  life  by  ruling  square? 
tiaping  my  deeds  by  the  vertical  plane, 
r  .  .  .  am  I  the  wrecker  who  lost  the  town 
eset  with  the  labor  of  tearing  down? 


Everyone  can  do  something  to  make  the 
orld  better — he  can  at  least  improve  himself. 

FRIDAY,  17 
FEBRUARY 

xipture  Reading— Numbers  10,  11 
WORKED  BY  CLOCK  WITHOUT  HANDS 
"Work,"  declared  Thomas  A.  Edison,  "is 
teasured  not  by  hours,  but  by  what  is  ac- 
jmplished."  Edison  always  kept  a  clock 
ithout  hands  on  his  desk.  He  believed  that 
swarding  toil  called  for  2  percent  inspiration 
id  98  percent  perspiration.  Those  who  have 
rought  most  mightily  for  God  and  man  have 
sually  been  short  sleepers.  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
ildom  went  to  bed  before  2  a.m.  David  Liv- 
tgstone  worked  in  a  factory  from  6  a.m.  until  8 
m.  Then  he  went  to  night  school  for  two  hours 
nd  studied  far  into  the  night  until  his  mother 
>ok  his  books  from  him.  "Praying  Hyde"  was 
nown  as  "the  man  who  never  slept!" 

Heights  by  great  men  won  and  kept 
Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight, 

But  they,  while  their  companions  slept, 
Were  toiling  upward  in  the  night. 


I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me, 
ihile  it  is  day:  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man 
m  work  (John  9:4). 


SATURDAY,  jo 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  12,  13 

AN  UNFAILING  REMEDY 
A  great  physician  gave  the  following 
prescription  for  work:  "If  your  health  is 
threatened,  work.  If  disappointments  come, 
work.  If  you  inherit  riches,  continue  to  work.  If 
your  faith  falters  and  you  become  a  bundle  of 
nerves,  work.  If  your  dreams  are  shattered,  and 
the  star  of  hope  begins  to  darken  on  your  horizon, 
work.  If  sorrow  overwhelms  you,  or  friends 
prove  untrue  and  desert  you,  work.  If  you  are 
joyous,  keep  right  on  working.  Idleness  brings 
doubt  and  fear.  No  matter  what  ails  you,  work. 
Work  as  if  your  life  were  in  peril,  for  it  is! " 


This  world  is  but  a  vestibule  of  an  immortal 
life,  and  every  chord  of  our  life  touches  some 
other  chord  which  will  vibrate  in  eternity.  Stern 
taskmaster's  opportunity  is  bald  behind  and 
must  be  seized  by  the  forelock.  This  world  is  full 
of  tragic  might-have-beens.  We  cannot  stick  the 
share  into  the  ground  when  we  should  be 
wielding  the  sickle.  No  remorse,  no  regret,  no 
self-accusation  can  avail  one  jot  when  the  time 
for  sowing  is  past  and  unless  our  lives  are  filled 
each  moment  with  the  tasks  apportioned  to  us  we 
will,  throughout  eternity,  regret  lost  oppor- 
tunities .' 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 

NEW  CREATIONS  SPRING 
SCHEDULE  SET 

The  members  of  the  New  Creations  are  as  follows: 
Michelle  Pownall,  Manteo;  Julie  Morris,  Manteo;  Amelia 
Massengill,  Four  Oaks;  Alicia  Heath,  Goldsboro.  Back  row 
Mark  Watson,  Pine  town;  Jeffery  Harrison,  Walstonburg; 
Rusty  Smith,  Deep  Run;  Dwayne  Jones,  Roper;  Chris 
Joyner,  Kenly.  Sherry  Mitchell  is  the  accompanist. 

The  New  Creations  group  has  set  its  spring  schedule.  The 
group  will  present  programs  of  gospel  music  and  personal 
testimony  in  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  around  eastern 
North  Carolina. 

The  New  Creations  is  a  volunteer  group  of  students  who 
wish  to  serve  God  through  song.  To  participate  in  the  group  is 
to  affirm  the  reality  of  God  as  experienced  in  Jesus  Christ. 
The  New  Creations  share  His  love  and  message  of  redeeming 
grace  which  is  extended  to  all  people. 

The  spring  schedule  includes  the  following  churches. 


Date 

Time 

Place 

February  12 

11:00  a.m. 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Pitt  County 

6:00  p.m. 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Wilson  County 

February  26 

11:00  a.m. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Wayne  County 

7:00  p.m. 

Reelsboro  Christian,  Pamlico  County 

March  4 

11:00  a.m. 

Friendship  Church,  Johnston  County 

7:00  p.m. 

May's  Chapel  Church,  Wayne  County 

March  18 

11:00  a.m. 

Edgewood  Church,  Edgecombe  County 

7:00  p.m. 

Kenly  Church,  Johnston  County 

April  8 

11:00  a.m. 

Heritage  Church,  Mecklenburg  County 

7:00  p.m. 

Trinity  Church,  Beaufort  County 

April  15 

7:00  p.m. 

La  Grange  Church,  Lenoir  County 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

acknowledgement  (see  sample  below).  Of  course,  no  amount  will 
be  stated  on  the  card. 

You  may  also  send  a  memorial  gift  and  we  will  notify  the  party 
you  so  indicate,  if  desired.  As  with  the  honorary  gift,  all  you  have  to 
do  is  to  send  your  gift  earmarked  as  a  memorial  gift,  the  name  of 
the  person  in  whose  memory  you  are  making  the  contribution,  and 
the  name  and  address  of  anyone  you  might  want  to  receive  a  card 
of  acknowledgement  that  the  gift  has  been  made  (see  sample 
below). 


We  ore  pleased  to  Inform  you  that 

wt  have  received  a  gift  to  Che 
Fret  Will  Baptise  Children  a  Home 
In  honor  of 


Thin  gift  waj  mad*  by 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC 
P.  0.  Box  249 
Mlddltfx.  North  Carolina  27357 


We  arc  pleased  lo  inform  iou  that 

ire  lim  e  received  a  gr/l  to  the 
Free  W'iH  Baptist  Children-;  Home 
In  Memory-  of 

Tins  Memorial  hus  made  by 

We  (Oin  your  friends  in  this  expression 
of  sympathy.  Be  assured  nl  our  promt 
tot  the  dais  ahead. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Children  -;  Home 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina 


Your  honorary  and  memorial  gifts  will  be  used  to  support  the 
ministry  of  Christian  child  care  to  children  who  have  had  the 
misfortune  of  having  to  be  separated  from  their  natural  family. 
Your  gift  will  enable  the  Children's  Home  to  minister  to  their 
physical,  emotional,  and  educational  needs,  while  at  the  same  time 
offer  to  them  an  opportunity  to  experience  a  Christian  home  and, 
hopefully,  come  to  know  and  accept  Christ  as  their  personal  Lord 
and  Saviour.  The  salvation  of  one  child  can  reach  far  into  the  future 
to  affect  many  other  individuals,  and  that  is  one  of  the  main  goals  of 
our  Home— to  minister  in  His  Name  and  spread  the  gospel. 

Think  about  it!  Perhaps  there  is  someone  special  you  would 
like  to  honor  in  this  special  way. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

In  Memory  of  Bertha  S.  Smith  1 

By  Lanier's  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Chinquapin 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Frank  Grubbs 

In  Memory  of  Hazel  L.  Williams  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemmie  Williams,  Chinquapin 
Mrs.  Cynthia  W.  Kennedy,  Chinquapin  1 
In  Honor  of  Miss  Velma  Morris  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Piner,  Vanceboro;  and 

the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Williams,  Black  Mountain 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Berta  Edwards  1 

By  Mr.  L.  Marvin  Edwards,  Wilson 
In  Honor  of  Lloyd  and  Inez  Edwards  1 

By  Berta  and  Marvin  Edwards,  Wilson 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Maggie  Allen  1 

By  The  Prayer  Meeters  of  Tee's  Chapel  Church, 

Smithfield 

Pleasant  Grove  Auxiliary,  Pikeville  1 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Zelma  G.  Pope  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  T.  Pope,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Henry  T.  Pope  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  T.  Pope,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Hardy  Talton 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Talton  9 
By  The  Members  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Pike- 
ville 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Sunie  A.  Hansley  1  50 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Everett  Sr.,  Sneads  Ferry  _1_  50 

Totals  (January  24-30  )  67  $3,350 

(Two  chairs  reported  previously  by  Angola  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  are  in  honor  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Everett  Sr. ) 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 
50 

50 


450 


FILM 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

The  life  story  of  Dietricl 
Bonhoeffer  is  one  of  the  grea 
epics  of  courage  and  convictioi 
in  the  twentieth  century, 
young  pastor  when  Hitler  cam* 
to  power,  Bonhoeffer  was 
among  the  first  of  his  coun 
try  men  to  recognize  the  threa 
posed  by  Nazism  to  the  basic 
human  values  of  westerr 
civilization. 

A  leader  in  the  Confessing! 
Church,  that  group  of  pastors 
which  actively  opposed  th« 
Nazification  of  the  Germar 
Lutheran  Church,  Bonhoeffeij 
also  played  an  active  role  in  the 
German  resistance  movement. 

He  was  arrested  by  tht 
Gestapo  in  1943  and  spent  two 
years  in  prison  and  concentra 
tion  camp.  He  was  hanged  1 
the  Flossenburg  Camp  on  Apr! 
9,  1945,  at  the  age  of  39. 


CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

each  teacher.  To  be  sure  exter 
nal  factors  play  a  significan 
role.  However,  the  desire  to  b< 
motivated  and  the  will  to  ac 
are  internal.  So  the  real  ques 
tion  is  not,  "How  can  I  motivatt 
teachers?"  but,  "How  can  I  of 
fer  incentives  and  help  creat< 
an  environment  in  which,  undei 
the  Holy  Spirit's  guidance 
teachers  will  motivat* 
themselves?" 

In  these  series  of  articles  w< 
will  explore  how  we  can  nur 
ture  teachers  and  help  create  { 
motivational  climate  througl 
the  example  we  set  as  leaders 
through  equipping  ourselves 
for  the  educational  ministry 
through  how  we  go  about  get 
ting  teachers,  through  teachei 
training,  through  providing 
adequate  resources,  througl 
continual  support  and  supervi 
sion,  through  encouraging 
periods  of  rest,  througl 
recognition  and  appreciation 
and  through  promotion  an( 
prayer. 
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Foreign  Missions 

February  8,  1984 
Dear  Friend, 

In  connection  with  the  World  Missions  Conference  and  Rally  on  March  9, 1984, 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  planning  a  banquet  with  Dr.  William  Bennett  and 
the  van  der  Plas  Family.  The  van  der  Plases,  will  be  leaving  for  the  Philippines 
the  following  week.  The  banquet  will  be  served  by  Mount  Olive  College  on  the 
downtown  campus.  The  cost  per  person  will  be  $4.50.  You  can  pay  for  the  meal  at 
that  time.  This  banquet  is  open  to  everyone. 

We  need  to  know  in  advance  how  many  plan  to  attend  the  banquet.  If  you  plan 
to  attend,  please  complete  the  form  below,  clip,  and  return  it  to  my  office  by 
Thursday,  March  1,  or  you  may  call  746-4963  to  let  us  know  that  you  plan  to  attend. 

We  hope  that  you  will  be  with  us  for  this  farewell  meal  with  the  van  der 
Plases.  I  am  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon. 

Sincerely  in  Christ, 
Harold  Jones 


IMPORTANT  DATES  TO  REMEMBER! 

March  9 

World  Missions  Conference  and  Rally 

Daytime  sessions  on  downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  \ 

College. 

World  Missions  Rally— 7:30  P.M.  College  Hall 

March  25 

Telethon  Sunday  (Call  between  1:30-5:30  P.M.,  Phone 

746-4963) 

Day  of  Prayer  for  World  Missions 

d"l  BOARD  OF 
FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 


REPLY  FORM 

BANQUET:  MARCH  9,  1984,  5:30-7:00  P.M. 


N.C.  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
ORIGINAL.  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
Harold  Jones,  Director-Treasurer 

P.O.  Box  38  PART  OF  THE  WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Ayden,  NG  28513-0038 
Phone  (919)  746-4963 


AND  RALLY 


I  will  attend  the  banquet  on  the  downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 
There  will  be  persons  in  my  party. 


?HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Signed 
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Travel  to  magical  kingdoms,  move  through  time,  visit  other  coun- 
tries, sail  the  seven  seas,  read  about  the  lives  of  famous  people, 
become  more  learned  on  doctrinal  matters  ...  all  in  your  own 
backyard  or  living  room! 

Books  packed  with  adventure,  excitement,  and  inspiration  can  be 
found  in  abundance  at: 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  its  branch  bookstores  — 
New  Bern,  Smithfield,  Wilson,  Kinston,  and  White ville 
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Getting  to  the  Heart  of  the  Matter 

While  home  on  furlough  a  missionary  was  invited  to  speak 
to  a  group  of  ministers  and  their  wives.  This  highly  intelligent 
young  woman  had  personality  plus  and  everyone  anxiouslj 
awaited  hearing  her  address.  When  she  approached  the 
podium  that  day  they  all  settled  back,  expecting  to  hear  her; 
speak  of  her  missionary  experiences.  Having  been  at  the  con- 
vention since  its  beginning,  she  felt  something  more  was 
needed:  she  sensed  the  presence  of  loneliness,  inadequacy, 
and  failure  of  not  being  able  to  do  all  expected  of  them. 

Instead  of  referring  to  her  work,  the  missionary  talked  tc: 
those  in  attendance  "heart-to-heart."  Her  message  was  one  oJi 
hope  and  gratefulness  for  both  their  love  and  support.  Then, 
very  empathetically,  she  said: 

So  many  of  our  Christian  church  members  need  a  "monk" 
to  do  their  repentance  for  them.  You  are  more  spiritual  if  i 
you  drive  an  old  car,  don't  wear  expensive  clothes,  live  in  a 
small  house,  don't  show  emotion  when  you  want  to  belt 
somebody  (and  you  might  have  the  right  to)  but  if  you  do  I 
lose  your  temper  or  say  anything  that  borders  on  talking 
about  someone,  it's  much  worse  than  if  one  of  your  con-  j 
gregation  does  it.  Both  because  they  believe  it's  a  no-no 
for  you  and  because  you  feel  you  shouldn't. 

The  missionary  closed  her  remarks  by  reminding  those  iiij 
her  audience  that  the  greatest  opportunity  for  evange-i 
lism— the  largest  mission  field— could  possibly  be  our  own! 
country.  She  prayed  that  those  ministers  would  be  blessed) 
with  growing  Christians,  that  they  wouldn't  have  to  spend! 
their  valuable  time  dealing  with  pettiness  but  with  the  larger 
work  of  true  pastoring— "enabling  others  to  minister." 

After  pondering  this,  I  suggest  that  we  consider  the  follow-i 
ing  checklist  of  things  that  could  make  us  all  more  under-i 
standing,  more  unified,  and  more  Christlike. 
For  example— 

 Come  to  grasp  the  reality  that  ministers  are  human.  Accept  their 

humanness. 

 Whenever  a  minister  makes  a  mistake  or  "commits"  an  oversight,  j 

be  conciliatory  and  understanding.  Kindly,  let  him  know— not  everyone 
else.  You  will  feel  better  and  he  will  appreciate  you  talking  with  him  in- 
stead of  complaining  to  others.  Love  and  respect  will  develop  and  you  will  i 
not  be  adding  to  his  mountain-of-things-l-didn't-get-done  guilt  complex.  I 

 Talk  with  your  minister  about  things  that  concern  you,  but  do  so 

with  the  right  spirit— he  can  tell  when  you  are  venting  hostility  and  not  be- 
ing constructive. 

 If  there  is  something  about  your  minister  you  do  not  like,  it  could  be 

the  result  of  your  not  really  knowing  him.  Treat  him  with  the  same  respect 
you  desire.  Remember  that  there  are  very  few  people  you  like  totally.  If 
you  make  allowances  for  others,  and  people  make  them  for  you,  why 
should  we  do  less  for  clergymen? 

 If  your  minister  passes  you  by  without  noticing  or  he  seems  quite 

preoccupied,  do  not  be  offended.  His  mind  is  probably  taxed  to  the  limit 
with  some  task  or  crisis.  Stop  what  you  are  doing  and  whisper  a  prayer  for 
him. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THINGS  THAT 
SHORT-CIRCUIT  MINISTRY 


by  C.  Neil  Strait 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199,  Jackson,  Mississippi  39216) 


Some  time  ago  a  young  pastor  asked  me, 
lat  are  some  of  the  things  you  observed  that 
rt-circuit  ministry?"  My  answer  to  him,  and 
reflection  since  his  question,  precipitated  a 
>f  thinking.  There  are,  at  least,  twelve  things 
;  could  short-circuit  effective  ministry. 

(1)  Poor  credibility.  Probably  the  leading 
,  if  you  are  to  begin  with  a  foundation.  If  one's 
ic  honesty  is  suspect,  whatever  other  gifts  a 
istry  has  are  blunted. 

(2)  Lack  of  spiritual  depth.  It  is  hard  to 
ntain  ministerial  effectiveness  and  integrity 
lout  spiritual  depth.  If  one  does  not  know  God 
I,  and  does  not  maintain  his  devotional  com- 
ments, it  will  be  hard  to  care  for  and  share 
l  others. 

(3)  Negative  attitude.  People  who  are 
ting  need  good  news,  some  positive 
irances,  sentences  of  hope,  to  put  them  back 
he  road.  A  negative  attitude  breeds  despair 
places  a  barrier  between  the  man  and  those 
>m  he  would  serve. 

(4)  Appearance .  Good  grooming, 
.nliness,  neatness  are  not  impossible  for  the 
rer  minister.  They  are  qualities  that  enhance 
ctiveness  and  ministry. 

(5)  Poor  financial  management.  If  one 
3  not  handle  his  personal  finances  well,  he  in- 
s  suspicion  among  those  for  whom  he  labors, 
trust  and  suspicion  are  too  often  traced  to  the 

of  poor  financial  integrity. 

(6)  A  poor  marriage.  It  is  hard  to  estimate 
damage  to  a  minister  when  he  has  a  poor 
Tiage.  One  should  give  proper  attention  to 
ie  whom  God  has  placed  nearest  him.  If  a 
ister  cannot  build  a  good  marriage,  its 
itration  and  fact  will  be  a  blight  to  ministry. 

(7)  Indifference.  An  attitude  of  indif- 
nce  will  blunt  any  career,  and,  certainly  it 
3  damage  to  ministry.  Where  one  gives  the 
a  of  indifference  to  needs,  causes,  concerns, 
is  closing  the  door  to  helpful  and  fulfilling 
istry. 
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(8)  Lack  of  preparation,  reading,  study. 
This  cannot  be  underestimated.  While  one  may 
have  many  gifts,  physical  and  mental  en- 
dowments, if  he  is  not  a  serious  student  it  will 
negate  all  his  talents.  Our  contemporary  world 
makes  it  very  necessary  that  the  man  of  God 
prepare  well,  read  fully  and  study,  so  he  can  ade- 
quately equip  those  under  his  care. 

(9)  Lack  of  administrative,  organizational, 
leadership  skills.  While  many  are  not,  initially, 
endowed  with  these  gifts,  they  can  be  learned. 
Like  so  many  other  areas,  many  systems  may  be 
going  well,  but  if  there  is  failure  at  the  point  of 
administrative  expertise,  it  hinders  all  that  goes 
before. 

(10)  Sense  of  superiority,  or  aloofness.  Peo- 
ple want  to  be  touched  by  their  minister  and  feel 
his  warmth  and  friendship.  Aloofness  closes  the 
door  to  the  heart  and  displays  a  "keep  away" 
sign.  Aloofness  keeps  the  minister  from  entering 
the  arena  of  life  with  people,  hence,  diminishing 
effectiveness. 

(11)  Laziness  and  mediocrity.  Not  much 
needs  to  be  said  about  laziness— it  will  short- 
circuit  whatever  it  touches.  Mediocrity,  as  I  see 
it,  is  the  biggest  disease  of  the  contemporary 
pastor.  Doing  "just  enough"  will  not  produce 
changed  lives  and  effective  ministry.  The  man 
who  settles  for  the  easy  way  out  will  not  build  a 
great  ministry  for  God. 

(12)  Poor  communication.  The  man  who 
cannot  communicate  his  thoughts  and  intents 
will  have  trouble  in  the  ministry.  One  must  ever 
be  sharpening  his  skills  in  communication. 
Listening  is  important,  too.  The  minister  who 
does  not  listen,  will,  soon,  not  be  listened  to. 

Twelve  areas,  at  least,  that  have  potential  to 
destroy  and  blunt  ministry.  They  give  each  of  us 
reason  to  learn,  to  observe,  evaluate,  and  to 
work  on  areas  where  we  are  weak.  May  a  better 
ministry  be  yours  in  the  days  ahead! 
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Free  Will  Baptists  Honoredl 

CONGREGATION  LOVES  DE 


Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  Kevin  Eakes,  Carolyn  Eakes,  De  Wayne  Eakes,  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  Blalock. 


The  morning  message  at  Lit- 
tle Rock  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Lucama  came  across 
loud  and  clear  on  Sunday, 
January  29.  But,  it  wasn't 
pastor  De  Wayne  Eakes, 
preaching. 

The  message  came  from  the 
congregation  and  it  was  a  re- 
sounding, "We  love  you,  Pastor 
Eakes." 

The  message  came  at  a 
special  morning  worship  ser- 
vice to  honor  Mr.  Eakes  and  his 
family  for  their  15  years  at  the 
church. 

The  printed  program  said  the 
Sunday  service  was  to  be  a 
youth  service.  And,  it  was  up 
until  the  youth  sermon  was  sup- 
posed to  be  delivered  by 
Deacon  Ricky  Watson. 

When  Mr.  Watson  came  to 
the  podium,  he  immediately 
turned  the  program  over  to  Kit- 
ty Barnes.  Pastor  Eakes,  who 
was  seated  in  the  choir,  was 
taken  completely  by  surprise. 
He  was  called  forward. 

Mrs.  Barnes  called  on  Mrs. 
Pearl  Blalock  to  present  Mr. 
Eakes,  his  wife,  Carolyn,  and 
son,  Kevin,  with  rosebuds. 

"This  rosebud  expresses  a 
deep  and  abiding  love  to  you 
from  this  congregation,"  said 
Mrs.  Blalock. 


In  addition  to  the  rosebuds, 
the  church's  Circle  One  had 
provided  15  red  roses— one  for 
each  year  at  the  church— in  the 
sanctuary  for  the  Eakes  fami- 
ly. "We  know  how  much  you 
love  roses,"  added  Mrs. 
Blalock. 

Mrs.  Barnes  gave  a  sketch  of 
Pastor  Eakes'  life  from  his 
birth  in  1947  to  his  graduation 
from  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest. 

Among  his  accomplishments 
were  graduation  from  Mount 
Olive  College  and  Atlantic 
Christian  College.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Wilson  County 
Ministerial  Association.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  advisory  coun- 
cil for  the  religion  department 
at  Mount  Olive  College  and  is 
chairman  of  the  College's 
church  relations  committee. 

"No  one  has  gone  to  him  with 
a  question  or  a  problem  that  he 
didn't  have  time  for,"  said  Mrs. 
Barnes.  "De,  we  love  you  and 
thank  you  for  everything  you 
have  done." 

The  deacons,  Sunday  school 
classes  and  Layman's  League 
all  presented  gifts  to  Mr. 
Eakes. 

The  deacons  presented  him 
with  a  $35  gift  certificate  from 


the  Wilson  Bible  and  Bookstojj 

On  making  the  presentatio 
Wayne  Thompson  said,  "N 
body  knows  what  he  means 
us.  He  is  a  friend  and  a  minist 
to  all  of  us." 

Frankie  Beamon,  repr 
senting  the  Fellowship  Clas 
presented  Mr.  Eakes  with  I 
wall  clock.  Eloise  Newsorj 
president  of  Circle  Three,  sa 
$25  had  been  donated  in  hJ 
name  to  the  church  chimj 
fund.  Everett  Currie  also  to 
the  pastor  another  $25  had  bei 
presented  to  the  chimes  fun 
"You  mean  so  much  to  me  ai 
to  all  of  us,"  said  Mr.  Currij 
"We  love  you." 

Dennis  Ford,  from  ti 
Layman's  League,  present* 
Pastor  Eakes  with  a  plaque  ari 
expressed  their  appreciation.; 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  pres 
dent  of  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
said  Pastor  Eakes  is  part  of 
"noble  and  great  line  <i 
pastors"  who  have  served  Ldi 
tie  Rock  Church. 

He  told  the  congregation  the 
were  fortunate  to  have  such] 
man.  "I  think  they  are  trying  | 
tell  you  that  there's  plenty  i| 
room  for  more  roses  in  thjti 
vase,"  said  Dr.  Raper  to  Mi 
Eakes. 

Fighting  back  tears  througl 
out  the  service,  Pastor  Eake 
thanked  the  congregatiofi 
which  included  his  mothef 
grandfather  and  aunts  ar! 
uncles. 

"This  day  is  a  surprise  arn 
will  be  remembered  as  one  < 
the  most  memorable  in  my  life 
I  love  being  your  pastor,"  li 
added.  "And  I  hope  I'll  be  her 
another  15  years." 

(Reprint  of  Kenly  Newi 

MRS.  ELLEN  BASS 
RECEIVES  LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 

Homecoming  Day,  October! 
1983 :  '  'This  is  the  day  which  th 
LORD  hath  made;  we  will  n 
joice  and  be  glad  in  it"  (Psali 
118:24).    It   is   with  gres 
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isure  we  pause  to  honor  one 
ur  ladies  who  is  a  member 
le  Annie  McPhail  Auxiliary. 
k  gracious  woman  retaineth 
our  .  .  ."  (Proverbs  11:16). 
tie  auxiliary  has  an  award, 
nsored  by  the  State 
nan's  Auxiliary,  for  honor- 
women  who  have  con- 
uted  outstanding  service.  It 
illed  the  "Life  Membership 
ird." 

le  one  whom  we  are  honor- 
today  is  a  very  special  per- 
not  only  to  me  but  to  all 
know  her,  and  to  many 
pie  with  whom  she  has  come 
:ontact  through  the  years, 
is  always  ready  and  willing 

0  what  she  can  for  her  God, 
church  and  her  fellowman. 

has  exemplified  these 
lities  by  doing  what  she 
d  in  whatever  capacity  she 
ailed  on  to  do.  She  always 
her  best  regardless  of  what 
as.  To  know  her  is  to  love 

3  we  honor  this  dear  lady  I 
t  to  quote  Proverbs  31:10; 
10  can  find  a  virtuous 
lan?  for  her  price  is  far 
»re  rubies." 

xr  honoree  is  Mrs.  Ellen 
s. 

Mrs.  Ellen,"  as  she  is 
yn  to  most  of  us,  accepted 
ist  and  joined  Oak  Grove 
rch  at  the  age  of  17  and  has 
ained  a  member  for  63 
rs.  During  this  time  she 
fht  the  Beginners'  class 
;ral  years.  She  has  been  a 
jut  and  faithful  auxiliary 
nber  for  many  years  and 

always  served  well  in 
tever  capacity  she  was 
3d  on  to  serve.  For  35  years 

honoree  has  served  as 
etary  and  treasurer  of  Oak 
ve  Sunday  School  and  is 
serving. 

ith  all  her  activities  and  her 
}  commitment  to  her  family 
neighbors,  she  is  always 
ly  to  share  her  many  fruits 
vegetables,  never  too  busy 
asit  the  shut-ins  or  carry 

1  where  it  is  needed. 

rs.  Ellen  truly  lives  the 
ds  of  Jesus  who  said,  "In- 


asmuch as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me"  (Matthew  25:40). 

She  is  a  devoted  and  loving 
wife,  mother  of  two  girls  and 
three  boys,  two  of  whom  have 
gone  to  be  with  the  Lord.  Mrs. 
Ellen  is  a  grandmother  and  a 
great-grandmother. 

Mrs.  Ellen,  we  as  members 
of  the  Annie  McPhail  Auxiliary 
would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  say  "thank  you"  for 
the  services,  love  and 
understanding  you  have  given 
us  through  the  years.  You  have 
been  a  great  inspiration  to  all  of 
us. 

We  feel,  as  Proverbs  31:30 
tells  us,  that  you  are  "a  woman 
that  feareth  the  Lord,"  and 
should  be  praised. 

Mrs.  Ellen,  we  love  and  ap- 
preciate you  and  we  are  happy 
to  honor  you  as  our  "Auxiliary 
Woman  of  the  Year." 

It  is  an  honor  and  great 
privilege  for  me  on  behalf  of  the 
Annie  McPhail  Auxiliary  to 
present  you  this  Life  Member- 
ship Pin  and  Certificate. 

May  God  continue  to  bless 
and  sustain  you,  so  you  can 
serve  Him  faithfully  in  the 
future  as  you  have  in  the  past  is 
our  prayer. 

Mr.  Leo  (Mrs.  Ellen's  hus- 
band) was  then  asked  to  come 
forward  and  join  Mrs.  Ellen. 

For  several  years  the  church 
has  been  honoring  someone 
with  a  bouquet  of  flowers  at 
homecoming.  Today  the  church 
is  honoring  a  couple  who  have 
committed  their  lives  to  God 
and  Oak  Grove  Church  for  a 
total  of  122  years. 

Mrs.  Ellen  accepted  Christ 
and  joined  Oak  Grove  Church 
63  years  ago;  Mr.  Leo  moved 
his  membership  59  years  ago. 
In  committing  himself  to  God, 
His  church  and  his  fellowman, 
he  has  lived  a  very  active  and 
productive  life.  They  cele- 
brated their  61st  anniversary 
on  December  10. 

Mr.  Leo  served  as  Sunday 
school  superintendent  and  as  a 
teacher  for  several  years. 


This  past  September  was  42 
years  ago  he  was  ordained  as  a 
deacon  of  Oak  Grove  Church. 
As  a  man  of  God  he  has  been 
about  His  Father's  business. 
When  the  church  doors  are 
open  Mr.  Leo  and  Mrs.  Ellen 
are  always  here  unless  it's  due 
to  illness.  They  have  attended 
many  Cape  Fear  Union 
Meetings,  auxiliary  conven- 
tions and  conferences.  Mr.  Leo 
has  served  on  various  commit- 
tees. Wherever  these  two  are 
needed  they  are  always  willing 
to  do  what  they  can. 

It  is  with  love  and  apprecia- 
tion I  pin  these  flowers  on  you, 
Mrs.  Ellen. 

Mr.  Leo,  it  too  is  with  love 
and  appreciation  I  pin  this 
flower  on  you  for  your  many 
years  of  service  to  our  church. 

Ruth  R.  Daughtry 
President  of  Annie  McPhail  Auxiliary 


PIANO  GIVEN 
FOR  COLLEGE  HALL 


Clarence  G.  Wilson  of  Mount 
Olive  has  given  a  new  piano  for 
College  Hall.  The  gift  is  in 
memory  of  his  wife,  Hilda  Byrd 
Wilson  (1912-1983). 

Mr.  Wilson  attended  the 
grand  opening  of  College  Hall 
on  January  7.  Upon  learning 
that  the  piano  in  use  that  day 
was  on  loan  by  courtesy  of 
Frederick's  of  Goldsboro,  he 
called  the  College  and  offered 
to  give  the  piano  as  a  memorial 
to  his  wife. 

Mrs.  Wilson  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Mount  Olive  and  sang  in  the 
church  choir  as  long  as  her 
health  permitted.  She  is 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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News  SI  Notes 


Oak  Grove  Women 
Honor  Senior  Citizens 

On  Saturday  night,  January 
28,  at  Oak  Grove  Church,  Route 
3,  Elm  City,  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary honored  its  senior 
citizens  by  having  a  supper  for 
them.  There  were  32  who  at- 
tended. After  the  supper,  enter- 
tainment was  enjoyed  by  all. 
Thanks  go  to  Geraldine  Gard- 
ner and  all  the  ladies  who  took 
part. 

State  League 
Convention  to  Meet 

"Praise  ye  the  LORD" 
(Psalm  150:1)  is  the  theme  of 
the  program  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina State  Convention  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  Leagues,  which 
will  convene  on  Saturday, 
March  10,  1984,  at  Beaverdam 
Church,  Route  1,  Chadbourn. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9:30 
a.m.  and  the  convention  at  10 
a.m. 

We  look  forward  to  the 
musical  program,  "Kids 
Praise,"  that  will  be  given  by 
the  Goldsboro  Leagues.  A  brief 
afternoon  session  will  be  held 
this  year,  and  a  singspiration  is 
part  of  the  plan  for  this  session. 

As  usual,  the  Junior  and  In- 
termediate Sword  Drills  will  be 
held  with  winners  receiving  an 
expense-paid  or  one-half 
expense-paid  trip  to  Cragmont 
this  summer.  Each  church  may 
enter  one  contestant  in  the 
Junior  drill  (ages  9-11)  and  one 
contestant  in  the  Intermediate 
drill  (ages  12-15).  Copies  of  the 
study  materials  may  be  ob- 
tained from  Mrs.  Margaret 
Ard,  Route  1,  Box  155,  Pink 
Hill,  North  Carolina  28572.  The 
1985  study  materials  are  now 
available. 

Leagues  are  requested  to 
send  a  generous  contribution 
for  the  state  project— Crag- 
mont debt  retirement  on  main 
building— at  least  $75  if  possi- 
ble. Any  amount,  however,  will 
be  greatly  appreciated. 

Report  blanks  have  been 
mailed  to  either  the  general 


secretary  or  the  general  direc- 
tor of  the  local  Leagues.  Any 
League  that  has  not  received  a 
report  blank  should  write  for 
one  from  Miss  Leah  McGlohon, 
P.O.  Box  2,  Winterville,  North 
Carolina  28590.  Please  note  that 
the  registration  fee  is  $15. 

Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  to  Meet 

The  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  Convention 
will  be  held  at  King's  Cross 
Roads  Church  near  Farmville, 
on  March  5,  1984.  There  will  be 
a  barbecue  supper  before  the 
meeting.  The  time  of  the  supper 
will  be  7  p.m.  until  8  p.m. 

The  convention  will  start  at  8 
p.m.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will 
have  as  many  laymen  present 
as  possible. 

Shiloh  Church  to 
Host  Singspiration 

Shiloh  Church,  Pinetown,  will 
host  a  singspiration  featuring 
"Danny  and  the  Ambassadors" 
from  New  Bern,  on  Saturday, 
February  18.  The  time  of  the 
services  is  7  p.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend.  The  pastor  of 
the  church  is  the  Rev.  Bobby 
Brown. 

Revival  at  Sandy  Plain  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
February  20-24,  at  Sandy  Plain 
Church,  near  Pink  Hill.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m. 
The  prayer  rooms  open  at  7:10 
p.m.  There  will  be  special  sing- 
ing each  evening.  The  Rev. 
Ransom  McAbee  is  pastor  of 
the  church.  The  Rev.  Ronnie 
Parker,  pastor  of  Folkstone 
Church,  will  be  the  evangelist. 
Everyone  is  welcomed  to  at- 
tend these  services. 

News  from  Shiloh  Church 

Last  year  Shiloh  Church 
called  the  Rev.  Bobby  Brown 
and  his  wife,  Betsy,  to  pastor 
the  church.  Since  then  the 
church  has  begun  to  grow.  Mr. 
Brown  says,  "The  glory  goes  to 
the  Lord  because  the  member- 
ship has  pulled  together  and  we 
are  all  working  in  His  love." 


Here  are  some  of  the  blessing^ 
the  Lord  has  given  to  the  peo 
pie:  twenty-two  member? 
added  to  the  Sunday  school,  am 
eleven  members  to  the  churcl 
roll.  The  church  services  hav« 
increased  50%.  The  church  pui 
chased  a  tape  duplicatin 
machine  to  help  broaden  th 
church  tape  ministry.  The  tap 
ministry  has  grown  from  on 
family  to  twenty-five.  The  tap 
ministers  are  Hugh  Harris? 
Raymond  Lagcher,  and  Danni 
Foreman. 

Under  the  direction  of  JoAn 
Windley  the  Bible  school  was 
great  success. 

"Pennies  for  Missions"  wa 
formed  and  has  been  very  su< 
cessful.  The  once-a-month  o:, 
fering  has  averaged  $90.  Thi 
has  not  affected  the  weekly  o:j 
fering  which  has  increased  bj 
40%. 

The  AFC  led  by  Marlen 
Jackson  was  very  blessed  thi| 
past  year:  They  were  Bibl 
Bowl  Conference  champs 
short  story,  1st  place;  crafty 
1st  place.  State  Conference:  B{ 
ble  Bowl,  2nd  place;  shoi 
story,  2nd  place;  crafts,  211, 
place.  General  Conference:  Bl 
ble  Bowl,  2nd  place. 

This  year  there  will  be  AFI 
and  YFA  teams.  The  AFC  an 
YFA  raised  close  to  $500  in  di 
ferent  and  continued  projects  ij 
purchase  a  sound  system  to  pi 
in  the  church.  The  League  hel 
its  first  meeting,  January  : 
1984.  The  Lord  has  blessed  th 
church  League.  The  average  a1 
tendance  is  50.  The  Leagu1 
which  started  out  broke  noi 
has  a  bank  account  of  $500  as  <j 
February. 

The  people  of  Shiloh  e: 
ceeded  the  Mount  Olive  dinnt 
goal.  They  take  the  theme  ft 
this  year  very  seriously  "Somi 
thing  to  Look  for  in  84." 

Mr.  Brown  preaches  foi 
times  a  week  and  teaches  th 
adult  league  class.  Mr.  Brown 
spiritual  preaching  an 
teaching  and  the  teaching  of  h 
wife,   Betsy,   have  been  ft 
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Children's  Home 


"DENTAL  HYGIENE  WORKSHOP" 


On  February  1,  1984,  Dr.  Scott  Vander  Venn,  dentist;  Jean 
Joyner,  and  Cathy  Sykes  (dental  hygienists)  presented  a  workshop 
on  "Dental  Care"  for  our  younger  children  on  campus.  A  filmstrip 
was  shown  demonstrating  the  proper  methods  for  tooth  care.  We 
discussed  the  types  of  food  that  prevent  tooth  decay  and  the  effects 
of  sugar  upon  teeth. 

The  children  practiced  the  correct  procedures  for  brushing, 
and  flossing.  They  were  presented  toothbrushes  and  dental  floss. 

We  appreciate  the  interests  of  professionals  such  as  Dr.  Vander 
Venn  and  assistants!  Dr.  Vander  Venn  works  out  of  Twin  County 
Rural  Health  Clinic  in  Hollister,  North  Carolina. 


Durce  of  great  encouragement 
>  all— young  and  old  alike.  He 
!  also  a  member  of  the  con- 
;rence  missions  board  and  is 
orking  on  his  doctorate 
egree  in  theology. 

[ew  Jerusalem  Way  Singers  to 
»e  at  Free  Spirit  Church 

Free  Spirit  Church  would  like 
)  announce  that  on  February 
6,  at  7  p.m.,  the  New 
erusalem  Way  Singers  of  Ken- 
j  will  be  in  a  song  service  to 
elp  the  members  to  begin  their 
pring  revival. 

The  members  and  their 
astor,  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Whitley,  pray  that  this  service 
ill  be  so  successful  that 
yeryone  will  come  back  and 
articipate  in  the  revival  ser- 
ices  which  will  begin  just  one 
eek  later  on  March  5  and  will 
mtinue  through  March  9.  The 
me  of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m. 
rayer  room  opens  at  7 : 15  each 
ight. 

The  Rev.  Vaughn  of  Wilson 
ill  be  speaking  each  evening, 
here  will  be  special  singing 
ich  night.  Everyone  is  invited 
I attend. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Robert  Rollins, 
Drmerly  of  Kinston,  has 
ssumed  the  pastorate  of  Davis 
hurch.  His  new  address  is  as 
Jllows:  Box  43,  Davis,  North 
■arolina  28524. 


NOTICE  TO 
ARTICIPATING  CHURCHES 

Churches  participating  in  the 
Widow's  Fund  are  asked  to  note 
mt  two  ministers  have  died, 
he  Rev.  Clarence  Bowen  and 
le  Rev.  Willie  Stilley  have 
oth  passed  away  within  the 
ist  several  weeks. 

Gifts  of  $50  for  each  are  now 
ue  from  those  participating  in 
ie  program.  Please  respond 
ccordingly  by  sending  your 
ifts  to  the  following  address: 
oard  of  Superannuation,  Box 
3,  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
3513. 

Don  Fader 


THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
INDEPENDENT  LIVING 

Learning  how  to  live  in  the 
"outside  world"  can  be  a 
gradual  process  or  it  can  be  a 
"slap  in  the  face."  No  one  likes 
being  slapped :  it  is  frightening, 
unexpected,  confusing,  and  it 
hurts.  These  feelings  can  be  ex- 
perienced by  a  young  adult  who 
is  not  prepared  to  face  the  out- 
side world  on  his  or  her  own. 

An  Independent  Living  pro- 
gram assists  the  young  adult  in 
gradually  preparing  for  what 
will  be  required  of  him  to  sur- 
vive in  society.  It  is  important 
to  learn  a  daily  routine,  how  to 


balance  a  checkbook,  to  cook 
balanced  meals,  to  follow  a 
monthly  budget,  and  to  make 
decisions  for  oneself.  These 
tasks  help  the  young  adult  to 
mature  and  accept  responsibili- 
ty for  himself  and  his  future. 

Independent  Living  helps  the 
experience  of  leaving  the 
"nest"  seem  less  confusing  and 
frightening  because  the  person 
is  prepared  to  handle  living  on 
his  own.  An  Independent  Living 
program  is  not  a  guarantee  that 
life  will  be  easier,  but  is  a 
preparation  for  what  is  to  be  ex- 
pected when  a  young  adult  is 
ready  to  leave  the  nest  and 
begin  a  life  of  his  own. 
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Mount  Olive  College 

Endowment  of  the  Week 

COLLEGE  PRESENTED 
PORTRAIT  OF 
FIRST  PRESIDENT 


Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon  of  Mount  Olive 
and  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley  of  La 
Grange  are  shown  hanging  a  portrait  of 
the  late  Lloyd  Vernon,  first  president  of 
Mount  Olive  College  (1952-5b). 

The  portrait  is  an  oil  painting 
given  to  the  College  by  Mrs. 
Vernon,  who  has  also  estab- 
lished the  "Lloyd  Vernon  En- 
dowment" at  the  College.  In- 
come from  the  Endowment  is 
used  to  maintain  "The  Lloyd 
Vernon  Library  Collection" 
which  consists  of  books  and 
other  learning  resources  ap- 
propriate for  the  education  of 
ministers  and  other  persons 
preparing  for  church-related 
vocations. 

"The  Vernon  Endowment  is 
of  special  significance  in  help- 
ing Mount  Olive  develop  a  four- 
year  program  for  ministers," 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
declared.  "It  is  indeed  a  mean- 
ingful memorial  to  a  person 
who  devoted  many  years  of  his 
life  to  improving  the  educa- 
tional standards  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  ministry." 

The  Endowment  is  open  to 
any  churches  or  persons  who 
would  like  to  make  gifts  to  the 
College  in  memory  of  Mr.  Ver- 
non (1894-1980). 

Mr.  Hansley  served  as  first 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 


FIFTY-ONE  CHAIRS  CONTRIBUTED  TO  COLLEGE  HALlI 
The  campaign  for  convention  chairs  in  College  Hall  contini 
to  make  outstanding  progress.  Gifts  for  fifty-one  (51)  chairs  durlT 
the  week  ending  February  6  brought  the  total  to  date  to  680.  if 
College  is  seeking  a  goal  of  800  chairs  by  March  9. 

For  a  gift  of  $50,  individuals,  churches,  Sunday  schools,  ai 
iliaries,  Layman's  Leagues  and  other  church  groups  may  sponso 
chair  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  a  person  of  their  choosing.  Dono 
as  well  as  those  honored  and  memorialized,  will  be  recognized  or 
chart  in  the  lobby  of  College  Hall. 


Summary  Through  February  6 

Needed  800  Chairs  ($50  each) 

Gifts  to  date  680  Chairs 

Balance  120 

Donors  January  31— February  6 


Donors 

First  Church  of  Klnston  Layman's  League,  Klnston 
In  Honor  of  Bill  Gurganus 

By  Union  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Plymouth 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Graham  Faucette 

By  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 
In  Honor  of  Amy  Faucette 

By  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Elm  City 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Willis  Wilson 

By  Willis  Wilson  Sunday  School  Class  of  Reedy 

Branch  Church,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  Rebecca  P.  Moye  and  Terri  Averette 

By  Senior  High  Sunday  School  Class  of  Reedy 

Branch  Church,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Everett  Sr. 

By  Third  Eastern  Union  Meeting 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Incorporated,  Ayden 
Free  Union  Sunday  School,  Walstonburg 
Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg 
In  Memory  of  John  Clark 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnie  Langston,  Snow  Hill 
In  Memory  of  Melvin  V.  Starling 

By  Mrs.  Lillie  A.  Starling,  Smithfield 
In  Honor  of  James  and  Kathy  Cahoon 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Cahoon,  Columbia 
Miss  Eleanor  G.  Dickinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Miss  Louise  Edgerton 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Joyner,  Pikeville 
In  Memory  of  E.  Wade  and  Dessie  B.  Holland 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  M.  Steward,  Four  Oaks 
In  Honor  of  Marian  Kennedy  (Miss  Mount  Olive  College 
of  1981) 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Kennedy,  La  Grange 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  May 

By  Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Manning 

By  Fourth  Union  of  the  Central  Conference 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl  H.  Glenn 

By  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Daniels  Chapel  Church, 

Wilson 

In  Honor  of  the  James  W.  Everton  Auxiliary 

By  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Daniels  Chapel  Church, 
Wilson 

King's  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville 
In  Memory  of  Harvey  H.  and  Lydia  Casey 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Casey  Jr.,  Goldsboro 
In  Memory  of  John  Gordon  Smith 

By  Mrs.  John  G.  Smith,  Paulette  Smith  Grant,  and 

Rachel  Ann  Smith,  Goldsboro 


Number 
of  Chairs 

2 
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i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Casey 

By  Sarah  McCormack  and  Ernestine  Lee,  Goldsboro 
i  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines 

By  Casey's  Chapel  Church,  Goldsboro 
i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Tammy  W.  Hines 

By  Casey's  Chapel  Church,  Goldsboro 
.  Memory  of  Mary  Ann  Outlaw 

By  Betty  R.  Outlaw,  Mount  Olive 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Deanye  O.  Morris 

By  Donna  and  Rand  Holland,  Fremont 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Lurline  Averette 

By  Greenville  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Greenville 
Memory  of  Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Overman  Sr. 

By  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  Ayden 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  Hansley 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvis  N.  Heath,  Newport 
Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linwood  A.  Harris  Sr. 

By  Mrs.  Lynn  H.  Paul,  Pantego 
Memory  of  Cornelia  S.  Jernigan 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Chambers,  Kenansville 
Memory  of  Robert  Lee  Summerlin  Jr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Chambers,  Kenansville 
Memory  of  Ada  J.  Summerlin 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Chambers,  Kenansville 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  Clifton  Rice 

By  the  Ned  Skinner  Sunday  School  Class  of  Ormonds- 

ville  Church,  Ormondsville 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Mayo 

By  Ormondsville  Church,  Ormondsville 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Mayo 

By  Ormondsville  Church,  Ormondsville 

Totals,  January  31— February  6 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 

50 
50 
$2,550 


COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 

Saturday,  February  18,  9:30 
.m.-Noon.  A  Financial  Aid 
workshop  for  parents  and 
tudents  attending  any  college 
l  the  fall  of  1984.  The  workshop 
|  designed  to  assist  prospec- 
ve  students  and  their  parents 
i  applying  for  all  types  of 
nancial  aid— scholarships, 
rants,  loans,  and  work  study, 
pecial  financial  aid  programs 
rid  the  procedures  to  be  fol- 
>wed  in  the  application  pro- 
ess  will  be  presented  in  detail, 
to  registration  fee  will  be 
harged. 

Monday,  February  20,  2:00 
.m.  Advisory  Committee  on 
hurch  Relations  will  meet  in 
le  Sawyer  Room  of  Moye 
ibrary.  Ray  Wells  is  chairman 
f  the  committee  and  Frank 
[arrison  serves  as  the  College 
spresentative. 

Tuesday,  February  21,  11:30 
.m.  President  W.  Burkette 
iaper  will  be  interviewed  on 
le  "Jim  Burns  Show"  on 
/ilmington  television,  Channel 
•WECT. 


COLLEGE  DAY  SERVICE  AT 
HICKORY  CHAPEL 

Hickory  Chapel  Church  near 
Ahoskie  will  observe  Sunday, 
February  19,  as  Mount  Olive 
College  Day. 

The  Rev.  Robert  May, 
pastor,  has  announced  that 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
will  be  the  guest  minister  for 
the  day.  Dr.  Raper  will  teach  a 
combined  session  of  adult  Sun- 
day school  classes  at  10  a.m. 
and  bring  the  message  for  the 
morning  worship  service. 

All  friends  of  the  College  in 
the  Ahoskie  area  are  cordially 
invited  to  these  special  ser- 
vices. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
WORKSHOP  AT 
PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH 

A  Sunday  School  Workshop 
will  be  held  at  Pleasant  Hill 
Church  near  Pikeville,  North 
Carolina,  on  February  23,  27 
and  March  5,  7 : 30-9 : 30  p.m.  The 
Paul  Palmer  Institute  of  Mount 
Olive  College  has  scheduled  the 
three-night  workshop  for  Sun- 
day school  teachers,  officers, 


pastors  and  lay  persons  in 
Wayne,  Johnston,  Wilson  and 
surrounding  area. 

Dianne  B.  Riley  will  conduct 
the  workshop.  Teaching  areas 
to  be  included  are,  the 
philosophy  and  purpose  of  the 
Sunday  school,  a  study  of 
teacher  characteristics,  ideas 
for  teaching  the  lesson,  audio- 
visual usage  and  ideas  for  more 
participation. 

In  order  to  cover  all  areas,  it 
is  important  that  those  attend- 
ing be  present  for  all  three 
sessions.  The  workshop  is  open 
to  persons  from  any  church. 
There  is  no  registration  fee. 

This  workshop  is  being  of- 
fered in  cooperation  with  the 
State  Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
HISTORICAL  SOCDSTY 

The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Society  has  been  scheduled  for 
February  24,  at  2  p.m.,  in  the 
Sawyer  Room  of  Moye  Library 
on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive 
College. 

The  main  feature  of  the  pro- 
gram will  be  a  paper  on  the 
history  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and 
Eureka  College  by  Dr.  Michael 
R.  Pelt,  professor  of  Religion  at 
the  College. 

All  members  of  the  Historical 
Society  are  encouraged  to  be 
present  and  visitors  are  cor- 
dially invited. 

Ronnie  Hobgood,  Vice  President  and 
Program  Chairman 
Gary  F.  Barefoot,  Secretary 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT 

Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor 
of  Religion,  will  participate  in  a 
panel  discussion  on  drinking 
and  driving  which  will  be  held 
on  Sunday,  February  19,  at  5:30 
p.m.,  at  Pine  Level  Church, 
Johnston  County.  The  Rev. 
Donald  Coates  is  the  host 
pastor. 
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Foreign  Missions! 


OPEN  LETTER  FROM 
MISSIONARY  FRED  BAKER 

Dear  Friends, 

We  are  writing  this  open  letter  to  inform  you 
of  a  very  urgent  need  we  have  here  in  the  Philip- 
pines. Many  of  you  have  said,  "If  you  ever  need 
anything  just  let  us  know."  "If  there  is  anything 
I  can  do,  please  let  me  know."  It  is  because  we 
believe  in  the  sincerity  of  your  words  and  in  your 
commitment  to  Christ,  that  we  write  this  letter. 

The  need  is  for  the  building  to  house  our 
printing  department.  The  building  is  1,840  square 
feet  and  has  a  construction  cost  of  $15  a  square 
foot. 

Friend,  this  building  has  been  considered  by 
your  missionaries,  national  leaders,  and  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  as  one  of  our  greatest 
needs.  We  are  constantly  plagued  with  a  short- 
age of  gospel  tracts  and  home  Bible  study 
materials  to  use  in  our  church  planting  and 
evangelistic  work.  Western  published  material 
with  western  illustrations  are  not  under- 
standable by  most  Asian  people. 

God  has  provided  us  with  an  offset  press, 
platemaker,  and  typewriters  to  begin  printing 
our  materials.  This  equipment  is  already  here, 
but  there  is  nowhere  to  unpack  it  and  put  it  into 
operation.  Therefore,  this  equipment  sits  idle  in 
crates  while  people  are  dying  without  the  gospel. 

This  project  depends  on  you,  your  Sunday 
school  class,  your  men's  group,  your  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  your  young  people,  and  your  church. 
How  many  square  feet  will  God  have  you  to  give? 
Remember,  God  never  asks  us  to  give  anything 
that  He  has  not  first  given  to  us. 


h 

Please  make  this  a  matter  of  prayer.  Sen 
your  gifts  to:  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Box  3* 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513.  Be  sure  to  mar 
your  gifts  for  this  project  "Philippine  Building. 

Thank  you  and  may  God  bless  you. 

Fred  Bake 

Missionary  to  the  Philippine] 


BUILDING  FOR  P.B.I.  PHILIPPINES 
PRAYER  REQUEST 

Join  us  in  prayer  for  the  completion  of  thi 
building  in  the  Philippines.  We  believe  the  Lon 
will  provide.  (See  John  14:13,  14.) 


/  / 

h- 

1170  sq.  needed  for  completion 

=1 

1  1 

=1 

On  campus  of  Palawan  Bible  Institute. 


You  can  help  by  sending  $15  for  one  squar 
foot.  The  square  foot  you  give  will  make  a  dil 
ference. 


DON'T  FORGET 
MARCH  9,  1984— The  World  Missions  Conference  and  Rally 
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The  daytime  sessions  will  be  held  on  the 
downtown  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Join  us 
for  prayer  at  9  a.m.  The  first  session  begins  at  10 
a.m. 

The  World  Missions  Rally  will  be  held  in  College 
Hall  at  7:30  p.m.  Come  and  bring  a  large 
number  from  your  church. 
March  25  Telethon  Sunday  for  Foreign  Missions.  Plan  now 
to  call  in  your  special  offering  between  1:30-5:30 
p.m.  Phone  (919)  746-4963.  Your  call  will  make  a 
difference. 

March  25     Free  Will  Baptist  Day  of  Prayer  for  World  Mis- 
sions. Prayer  is  essential  for  a  strong  world  mis- 
sions program.  Thank  you  for  being  a  faithful 
prayer  partner. 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


Treasurer's  Report 
End  of  third  quarter,  January  31,  1984 

ilance  Brought  Forward,  November  1, 1983  $5,620.90 

Receipts 

jneral  Fund: 
Contributions  $ 
Registration  fees 

Per  Capita  dues  .80 

Interest  169.44 

Promotional  fund  (CSF)  137.55 

Life  Award  fees  70.00  377.79 

■nominational  Enterprises  11,425.95 

ital  Receipts  — —  11,803.74 


ital  for  which  to  account  $17,424.64 


invention  expenses  and 

allocations 
snominational  Enterprises 
ital  disbursed 
ilance  to  account  for, 

January  31,  1984 

•anch  Banking  and  Trust 
Company  (checking) 

ount  Olive  College  Bonds 
Total 


Disbursements 

$  224.20 
11,425.95 

11,650.15 


$  5,774.49 

Summary 

$  2,774.49 
3,000.00 
$  5,774.49 


DENOMINATIONAL  ENTERPRISE  REPORT 


Dme  Missions  (State  Project) 
>reign  Missions : 

General  Fund 

Mexico 

J.  E.  Timmons  Memorial  Fund 

Palawan  Library 

Press  Building  in  Philippines 

India  Pastor 

Bibles  for  India 

State  Project  (Missionary  wives) 
ount  Olive  College : 

General  Fund 

Alice  Lupton  Scholarship 

Anna  Phillips  Student  Aid 

State  Project  (dishwasher) 

Chairs  for  College  Hall 
uldren's  Home: 

General  Fund  (state  project) 

Clothing 

Music  lessons 

Child's  Christmas  gift 
perannuation 
agmont  Assembly 
itirement  Homes,  Inc 
fe  Award  Fees  (Children's  Home) 
mtral  Conference  Missions 
hristian  Service  Fund 

Missions 

Mount  Olive  College 
Children's  Home 
Cragmont 
Superannuation 
Retirement  Homes 
lal 

)  percent  retained  for  promotional 
(see  receipts  $137.55 


Itemize 


1,012.94 
225.00 
103.00 
80.00 
25.00 
80.00 
20.00 
470.00 

559.12 
43.50 
170.00 
269.00 
350.00 

3,258.10 
249.00 
45.00 
50.00 


Received 

$  1,369.28 


Disbursed 

$  1,369.28 


275.10 
275.10 
206.31 
206.31 
137.55 
137.54 


2,015.94 


1,391.62 


3,602.10 
434.00 
785.80 
394.30 
175.00 
20.00 


.  1,237.91 
$11,425.95 


2,015.94 


1,391.62 


3,602.10 
434.00 
785.80 
394.30 
175.00 
20.00 


1,237.91 
$11,425.95 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

Albert  Schweitzer  once  said, 
"Example  is  not  the  main  thing 
in  influencing  others.  It  is  the 
only  thing!"  Perhaps  there  is 
nothing  we  can  do  that  will  be 
any  more  beneficial  for  Sunday 
school  teachers  than  to  provide 
them  with  models  of  commit- 
ment to  and  enthusiasm  about 
Christian  education.  Commit- 
ment and  enthusiasm  are  con- 
tagious. Can  we  expect 
teachers  to  be  anymore  com- 
mitted and  motivated  than  we 
are  as  leaders  in  the  church? 

But  how  can  we  have  such 
commitment  and  thus  set  the 
best  example  for  teachers?  Let 
me  offer  a  few  suggestions. 

First,  the  remainder  of  the 
articles  in  this  series  will  be  an 
elaboration  of  this  basic  point. 
If  we  put  into  practice  many  of 
the  things  discussed  in  these  ar- 
ticles, then  we  will  be  well  on 
our  way  to  setting  examples 
which  will  inspire  teachers  and 
offer  them  motivational  incen- 
tives. 

Second,  we  need  a  renewed 
vision  of  our  purpose  in  the 
world.  Specifically,  we  must 
become  convinced  of  the  ab- 
solute importance  and  necessi- 
ty of  the  educational  ministry 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  Such  a 
conviction  and  commitment 
would  be  following  the  example 
and  command  of  our  Lord. 
Jesus  considered  teaching  to  be 
essential  to  His  mission  and  the 
continuation  of  His  mission 
through  the  church.  Read 
through  the  Gospels  and  note 
how  often  Jesus  is  called 
"teacher"  and  how  often  He 
taught.  Also,  note  the  diverse 
teaching  methods  He  used.  He 
said  that  one  of  the  chief 
responsibilities  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  would  be  to  continue  His 
teaching  ministry  ( John  14 : 26 ) . 
As  the  risen  Lord  He  commis- 
sioned His  church  to  a  teaching 
ministry:  "Go  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptiz- 
ing them  .  .  .  teaching  them  to 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 


19 


Scripture  Reading— Numbers  14,  15 

QUICK!  QUICK! 

As  one  of  the  early  translators  of  the  Bible 
was  finishing  his  work,  he  felt  death  coming  on. 
"Quick!  Quick!"  he  said  to  the  copyist.  "All  is 
done,  but  a  portion  of  a  chapter."  He  began  to 
dictate  rapidly.  The  penman  pushed  himself  to 
the  limit  and  the  task  was  completed.  The  Bible 
had  been  translated  into  the  language  of  the  com- 
mon people.  The  lips  of  the  translator  moved 
feebly.  The  faithful  scribe,  bending  low,  caught 
his  last  words:  "Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to 
the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost!" 

Let  us  so  give  ourselves  to  our  apportioned 
task  that  when  we  face  life's  setting  sun  we  can 
say,  "I  have  finished  the  work  which  Thou 
gavest  me  to  do!" 


There  is  no  limit  to  what  can  be  accom- 
plished if  it  doesn't  matter  who  gets  the  credit. 


MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 


30 


Scripture  Reading— Numbers  16-18 

THE  EASY  ROAD  CROWDED 

The  easy  roads  are  crowded, 

And  the  level  roads  are  jammed; 
The  pleasant  little  rivers 

With  the  drifting  folks  are  crammed, 
But  off  yonder  where  it's  rocky 

Where  you  get  a  better  view, 
You  will  find  the  ranks  are  thinning 

And  the  travelers  are  few. 

Where  the  going's  smooth  and  pleasant 

You  will  always  find  the  throng, 
For  the  many,  more's  the  pity, 

Seem  to  like  to  drift  along; 
But  the  steps  that  call  for  courage, 

And  the  task  that's  hard  to  do, 
In  the  end  results  in  glory 

For  the  never-wavering  few. 


The  Christian  should  not  differentiate  be- 
tween things  secular  and  things  sacred.  All  that 
the  Christian  does  should  be  sacred:  "And  what- 
soever ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus"  (Colossians  3:17).  The  words, 
"Holiness  unto  the  Lord, "  should  be  emblazoned 
over  everything  the  Christian  does. 


TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 


21 


Scripture  Reading -Numbers  19,  20 

OPPOSITION! 
Opposition !  It  is  a  bad  sign  for  the  Christiani- 
ty  of  this  day  that  it  provokes  so  little  opposition. 1 
If  there  were  no  other  evidence  of  its  being1 
wrong,  I  should  know  it  from  that.  When  the1 
church  and  the  world  can  go  along  comfortably 1 
together,  you  may  be  sure  there  is  something1 
wrong.  The  world  has  not  altered.  Its  spirit  is  ex- ' 
actly  the  same  as  it  ever  was:  and  if  Christians 1 
were  equally  faithful  and  devoted  to  the  Lord, 
and  separated  from  the  world,  living  so  that  their 
lives  were  a  reproof  to  all  ungodliness,  the  world 
would  hate  them  as  much  as  it  ever  did.  It  is  the 
church  that  has  altered,  not  the  world. 


"What  do  you  consider  a  good  rule  of  life?" 
someone  asked  Dr.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman.  He 
replied,  "This  rule  governs  my  life — anything 
that  dims  my  vision  of  Christ,  or  takes  away  my 
taste  for  Bible  study,  or  cramps  my  prayer  life, 
or  makes  Christian  work  more  difficult,  is  wrong 
for  me  and  I  must,  as  a  Christian,  turn  away 
from  it. " 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 


22 


Scripture  Reading— Numbers  21,  22 

WHY  HE  SOLD  HIS  VIOLIN 
More  than  once  I  heard  the  late  Gypsy  Smith 
relate  the  story  of  his  father's  conversion.  He 
heard  the  message  of  salvation,  and,  with 
penitence,  received  the  Saviour  as  his  own.  That 
evening  he  returned  to  his  motherless  children  in 
the  gypsy  wagon,  and  related  to  them  all  he  knew 
of  the  Saviour  and  of  the  Scriptures.  Then  he 
prayed  with  them,  setting  up  a  family  altar  the 
first  night  of  his  new  life  in  Christ.  The  following 
morning  he  repeated  the  whole  matter  again. 
Then  he  went  back  to  town,  and  took  with  him  the 
dearest  treasure  of  a  gypsy's  heart,  his  violin.  On 
returning  home  that  night,  he  was  without  it,  for 
he  had  sold  it.  He  had  sufficient  spiritual  insight 
that  first  day  of  salvation  to  realize  that  the  old 
association  with  drinking  and  dancing  places, 
where  he  had  used  his  violin,  would  be  inconsis- 
tent with  his  stand  for  Christ,  and  detrimental  to 
his  own  conscience. 


We  are  glad  for  those  whose  background 
allows  them  to  play  the  violin  for  God's  glory,  but 
whatever  is  inconsistent  to  us  and  to  others  must 
be  abandoned. 
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HURSDAY,  2Q 
EBRUARY 

ripture  Reading -Numbers  23-25 

I'M  THAT  CLOWN! 
"I  am  suffering  from  such  an  overwhelming 
jpression  that  life  has  become  unbearable," 
dd  a  patient  to  a  well-known  psychiatrist.  "Try 
rely  amusement,  or  try  a  lively  novel.  This 
ay  take  your  thoughts  from  yourself  and  prove 
itter  than  any  medicine  I  might  prescribe," 
id  the  doctor.  The  patient  shook  his  head 
avely,  as  he  stared  vacantly  and  despairingly 
the  doctor.  "Ah,"  said  the  medic,  "I  think  I 
low  what  will  lift  you  out  of  your  despondency, 
jvant  you  to  go  to  the  circus  tonight.  There  you 
ill  see  the  antics  of  a  world-famed  clown.  His 
owning  is  the  talk  of  the  city,  and  his  merri- 
ent  is  contagious! "  Blank  despair  deepened  on 
e  face  of  the  patient  as  he  sadly  said,  "But  doc- 
r,  I'm  that  clown!" 


The  "world"  is  a  "spirit,"  and  is  expressed 
things.  It  defies  exact  definition  because  it  is  a 
irit.  The  closest  working  definition  I  have 
und  is  that  of  John  Wesley:  "Whatsoever  cools 
y  affection  toward  Christ  is  the  world." 


RID  AY, 
EBRUARY 


24 


ripture  Reading— Numbers  26,  27 

NO  HALF  MEASURES 
There  is  no  very  great  measure  of  joy  in  a 
.lf-hearted  Christian  life.  Many  so-called  Chris- 
ins  have  just  enough  religion  to  make  them 
iserable.  They  can  no  longer  enjoy  the  world, 
id  they  have  not  entered  into  the  "joy  of  the 
»rd."  There  they  stand,  deprived  of  the  "leeks, 
id  the  onions,  and  the  garlic"  of  Egypt,  and 
thout  the  milk  and  honey  and  the  finest  of  the 
leat  of  Canaan.  That  is  a  wretched  place  to  be 
.  The  way  out  is  simple— absolute  surrender  to 
)d.  Then  your  joy  will  be  fulfilled.  There  is  but 
e  way  to  find  that  fullness  of  joy— a  sur- 
ndered  life. 


A  will  and  life  completely  surrendered  to  the 
td  of  love  will  bring  joy  under  all  cir- 
mstances. 


^TURDAY, 
EBRUARY 


25 


•ipture  Reading— Numbers  28,  29 

DON'T  KNOW  WHERE  TO  DRAW  THE  LINE 
A  teenage  girl  was  converted  and  filled  with 
/e  for  her  Lord.  She  wanted  to  please  Him  in  all 
at  she  did.  "I  want  to  be  the  best  kind  of  a 
tness  for  my  Lord,  but  I  don't  know  where  to 


draw  the  line,"  she  said  to  her  pastor.  "There 
are  certain  kinds  of  worldly  pleasures  that  other 
Christian  young  people  seem  to  think  are  all 
right.  I  don't  want  to  go  to  any  place  where  I  can- 
not take  my  Lord,"  she  said. 

The  pastor  was  understanding  and  sym- 
pathetic. "Elizabeth,  Christ  is  now  your  Compa- 
nion. Will  your  going  to  questionable  places 
strengthen  your  daily  walk  with  Him?  Can  you 
invite  Jesus  to  accompany  you  and  take  part  in 
these  things?  Should  Jesus  come  when  you  are  in 
some  questionable  place,  would  you  be  ashamed 
to  be  there?"  "Thank  you,  pastor,"  said 
Elizabeth.  "When  I  am  in  doubt  about  anything, 
I  will  give  Jesus  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and 
seek  to  please  Him  in  all  that  I  do." 


A  fine  Christian  woman  once  testified: 
"Shortly  after  I  was  married,  I  lived  in  a  com- 
munity in  which  many  of  the  ladies  spent  much 
of  their  time  in  social  affairs,  some  of  which 
were  not  necessarily  evil  but  of  no  lasting  value 
in  relation  to  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ.  Before 
I  realized  it,  I  found  myself  enmeshed  in  an 
endless  round  of  social  functions.  I  was  neglect- 
ing my  home,  prayer,  and  Bible  study.  I  knew  I 
had  to  make  a  choice  between  the  world  and  giv- 
ing Christ  first  place  in  my  life.  How  I  praise 
Him  for  the  decision  I  made  to  follow  Him!" 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

observe  all  that  I  have  commanded  you  .  .  . 
Christian  education  was  not  a  passing  interest  or 
option  for  Jesus!  How  can  it  be  for  us? 

Third,  we  as  leaders  must  devote  more  of 
our  time  and  attention  to  Christian  education. 
How  much  time  did  you  devote  to  Christian 
education  last  week?  If  teachers  see  that  we  con- 
sider Christian  education  important  enough  to 
deserve  a  significant  amount  of  our  time  and 
energy,  then  they  are  more  likely  to  do  the  same. 
This  means  that  we  as  ministers  must  devote 
more  time  to  being  an  educator.  Too  often  we 
treat  teaching  as  an  option  which  we  can  take  or 
leave.  We  would  do  well  as  a  denomination  to  re- 
quire that  teaching  be  a  major  expectation  of  the 
ordained  ministry.  I  believe  that  this  is  going  to 
be  an  increasing  need  and  demand  among  our 
churches. 

Do  not  underestimate  the  power  of  an  exam- 
ple, for  good  or  bad.  We  set  an  example  whether 
we  know  it  or  not.  What  kind  of  an  example  are 
we  setting? 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


For  February  19 
COME  TO  THE  FEAST 

Lesson  Text:  Isaiah  55:1-3,  6-11 
Memory  Verse:  Isaiah  55:6 

"A  gospel  message  should 
never  be  concluded  without  an 
invitation  being  given."  The 
writer  remembers  receiving 
this  advice  from  a  Christian 
professor  years  ago,  and  in 
principle  he  considers  it  valid. 
The  proclamation  of  the  Word 
of  God,  whether  in  sermon,  in 
teaching,  or  in  daily  conversa- 
tion, should  challenge  the 
hearer  to  a  decision.  Any  who 
have  never  confessed  the  Christ 
publicly  should  be  invited  to  do 
so,  thus  to  claim  His  promise  in 
Matthew  10: 32— "Whosoever 
therefore  shall  confess  me 
before  men,  him  will  I  confess 
also  before  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  One  of  the  first  to 
make  this  confession  was  the 
Apostle  Peter,  when  he 
declared,  "Thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God"  (Mat- 
thew 16:16).  All  would  do  well 
to  follow  his  example,  since 
there  is  "none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among 
men,  whereby  we  must  be 
saved"  (Acts  4:12). 

The  proclamation  of  the 
Word  of  God  is  not  mere  recital. 
It  is  not  just  to  enter- 
tain—although many  seem  to 
believe  this  to  be  the  purpose  of 
preaching!  Nor  is  it  simply  to 
inform.  Truth  is  to  be 
presented,  yes.  The  teaching  of 
the  Bible  and  the  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  it  must  be  com- 
municated, but  this  com- 
munication is  not  an  end  in 
itself.  The  gospel,  it  has  been 
observed,  consists  of  "facts  to 
be  believed,  commands  to  be 
obeyed,  and  promises  to  be  en- 
joyed." Belief  without  obe- 
dience can  scarcely  be  said  to 
be  belief  at  all— "the  devils  also 
believe,  and  tremble"  (James 
2:19).  Consequently,  those  with 
whom  the  message  is  shared 
should  be  invited  to  confess 


Christ  as  Saviour  and  to  be 
buried  with  Him  in  baptism,  to 
rise  to  a  new  life  (Mark  16:16; 
Acts  2:38;  Romans  6:4).  The 
work  of  the  messenger  of  God  is 
incomplete  until  he  has  ex- 
tended God's  invitation.  This 
truth  is  demonstrated  in  our 
lesson  for  today. 

"Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my 
people,  saith  your  God."  These 
are  the  opening  words  of  the 
section  of  Isaiah  known  ap- 
propriately as  "The  Book  of 
Comfort."  The  need  for  com- 
fort was  great.  God  had  not 
wholly  cast  off  His  people,  but 
He  did  permit  them  to  suffer 
exile  in  Babylon  because  of 
their  sins.  Jerusalem  lay  in 
ruins,  and  the  exile  dragged  on 
into  the  second  or  third  genera- 
tion. Israel  was  "a  people 
robbed  and  spoiled"  (42:22) 
and  there  was  no  one  to  guide 
her  (51:18).  It  did  not  help  her 
situation  to  realize  that  she  was 
suffering  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
because  she  had  sinned 
(42 : 24) ;  and  we  can  understand 
that  the  people  might  despair 
that  God  had  forgotten  them 
(49:14).  Some,  obviously,  were 
resigning  themselves  to  a  con- 
tinued existence  in  Babylon, 
not  daring  to  hope  for  anything 
better.  But  to  these  people  the 
prophet  addressed  words  of 
comfort  and  hope.  God  would 
provide  deliverance  for  them. 

Basic  to  this  prophecy  and 
stated  emphatically  is  the  fact 
that  there  is  only  one  true  God 
and  only  He  could  help  (44:6; 
45:5,  6,  21,  22).  He  would  raise 
up  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  as  a 
deliverer  of  Israel  from  the 
Babylonian  captivity  ( 44 : 28 ) . 
Jerusalem  would  be  rebuilt 
(45:13).  This  deliverance  of 
Israel  is  recognized  as  a  new 
creation  of  the  Lord.  Like 
Ezekiel's  valley  of  dry  bones, 
the  nation  would  live  again. 
This  deliverance  is  compared 
with  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt,  but  it  would  be  more 
glorious.  Its  effect  would  even- 
tually fall  upon  the  Gentiles, 


who  would  share  in  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Lord. 

As  the  prophecy  unfolds,  il 
becomes  evident  that  what  is 
described  for  us  is  the  begin- 
ning of  a  great  era  of  salva- 
tion—something far  more  than 
the  return  of  a  few  thousand 
Jews  from  Babylon.  Theirs 
would  be  a  temporal  salvation, 
wrought  by  Cyrus,  but  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  salvation 
from  sin  for  time  and  eternity 
that  the  Servant  of  the  Lord 
would  provide.  The  Servant 
would  make  atonement  for  sin 
and  usher  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God  (Isaiah  53).  In  Chapter  54 
we  have  a  picture  of  Zion,  the 
redeemed  city  of  God,  but  it  is 
more  than  the  literal 
Jerusalem  of  the  returned  ex- 
iles. It  is  God's  kingdom, 
enlarged  to  include  all  who 
would  respond  to  God's  call.  In 
Galatians  4:27  the  Apostle  Paul 
applies  this  Scripture  to  the 
church.  All  things  are  now 
ready.  It  only  remains  for 
God's  invitation  to  be  extended 
to  those  who  will  hear. 

Futhermore,  God  calls.  He 
invites,  in  spite  of  our  un- 
worthiness,  for  His  ways  are 
not  the  ways  of  man. 
Fellowship  with  Him  that 
brings  new  life  may  be  ours 
"without  money  and  without 
price."  His  Word  so  states,  and 
we  can  believe  it.  If  money 
were  required,  and  we  had  no 
money,  there  might  be  some 
excuse,  some  reason  for 
hesitating.  But  the  price  of  our 
salvation  has  already  been 
paid,  for  "while  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us" 
(Romans  5:8).  The  price  ex- 
pected of  us  is  to  trust  in  God 
and  to  respond  in  faith  to  His  of- 
fer of  love.  The  feast  is  spread. 
All  things  are  ready.  Whatever 
our  needs— morally,  socially, 
spiritually— He  is  waiting  to 
supply.  Why  should  anyone 
hesitate?  Why  not  call  on  Him 
right  now,  while  He  is 
near? — Standard  Lesson  Com- 
mentary 
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(Continued  from  Page  2) 

 Get  to  know  your  minister— it  will  make  his  job  much  easier;  and 

you  will  be  blessed. 

 Also,  if  there  are  young  people  in  your  home,  teach  them,  by  good 

example,  how  to  relate  to  their  minister.  Your  attitude  "will"  become  their 
attitude. 

Lord,  instead  of  having  to  be  an  example,  let  each  of  us  as 
your  servants  be  an  opportunity. 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

On  Sunday,  February  5,  1984, 
aring  the  morning  worship 
irvice  Shiloh  Church  near 
inetown  (Albemarle  Con- 
srence)  licensed  Raymond  L. 
agcher  to  preach  the  gospel, 
e  is  available  for  revivals, 
lpply  work,  and  any  other 
ork  for  the  Lord.  Mr.  Lagcher 
in  be  contacted  by  calling 
119)  927-4439  or  writing  P.O. 
ox  146,  Pinetown,  North 
arolina  27865. 


The  Rev.  Eldon  L.  Brock 
ishes  to  announce  that  he  is 
dw  available  for  full-time  or 
art- time  pastoral  work.  He  is 
member  in  good  standing 
ith  the  Eastern  Conference  of 
riginal  Free  Will  Baptists.  His 
)me  address  is  1315  Holman 
:reet,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 
1501;  phone,  (day)  523-7155, 
light)  527-6985. 


The  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis  an- 
ounces  that  he  is  available  for 
astoring  any  church  that  he 
an  be  of  service.  He  may  be 
ontacted  by  writing  1121  Dunn 
toad,  Kinston,  North  Carolina 
3501;  phone  523-4098. 


ADDRESS  CHANGE 

The  address  for  the  Rev. 
•onald  Coates,  pastor  of  the 
ine  Level  Church,  is  now 
:oute  1,  Box  91-C,  Smithfield, 
forth  Carolina  27577.  His  old 
ddress  was  P.O.  Box  450,  Pine 
evel,  North  Carolina  27568. 
[is  telephone  number  is 
54-2727. 


PIANO 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

remembered  as  "a  person  who 
loved  music,  had  a  beautiful 
voice  and  who  enjoyed  playing 
the  piano  for  her  family."  A 
local  citizen  described  Mrs. 
Wilson  as  one  who  "never 
ceased  to  do  something  for  her 
neighbors  and  to  make  one  feel 
better  after  visiting  with  her. 
She  was  a  good  neighbor,  a 
wonderful  wife  and  mother." 

President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
of  the  College  recalled  Mrs. 
Wilson  as  a  person  who  was 
always  characterized  "by  a 
warm  and  positive  Christian 
spirit.  She  often  inquired  about 
what  she  could  do  to  help  some 
student." 

Mr.  Wilson  was  a  native  of 
Sampson  County  and  grew  up 
in  the  Saint  Paul  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  community  where 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie 
C.  Wilson,  were  members.  In 
1930,  Clarence  moved  to  Mount 
Olive  where  for  many  years  he 
was  a  partner  in  the  operation 
of  the  automobile  dealership 
for  the  Ford  Motor  Company. 


A  PASTOR'S  PERSONAL 
PRAYER  REQUEST 

About  100  years  ago,  someone 
asked  Charles  Spurgeon  the 
secret  of  his  overwhelming  suc- 
cess as  a  pastor.  Gesturing 
toward  the  prayer  room  of  the 
Metropolitan  Tabernacle,  he 
answered,  "My  people  pray  for 
me." 

Over  and  over  again,  the 
Apostle   Paul   exhorted  his 


readers  to  pray  for  him.  I  would 
like  to  ask  each  of  you  to  pray 
for  your  minister  every  day. 
Would  you  specifically  request 
in  the  prayer  the  following 
things? 

1.  Give  him  a  growing  love 
for  Thyself  and  Thy  Word. 

2.  Bless  his  family  that  it 
might  provide  a  model 
Christian  family  for  all 
who  observe  their  lives. 

3.  Give  him  physical  health 
and  strength,  moral  cour- 
age, and  spiritual  power 
to  faithfully  proclaim 
God's  Word. 

4.  Give  him  wisdom  in  all 
the  decisions  which  need 
to  be  made. 

5.  Bind  the  satanic  forces 
which  attack  and  bind  him. 

6.  Keep  and  protect  him  from 
wicked  and  unreasonable 
persons. 

7.  Glorify  Thyself  in  every- 
thing he  thinks,  does,  and 
says. 

8.  Anoint  him  with  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  teach, 
lead,  and  oversee  the 
ministry  of  the  church. 

9.  Give  him  a  genuine  love 
for  people. 

10.  Touch  and  fill  his  wife 
with  Thy  spirit  as  she 
ministers  with  him. 

11.  Give  wisdom  and  power  to 
the  officers  and  staff  mem- 
bers as  they  assist  in  the 
ministry  to  which  God  has 
called  them. 

12.  Keep  him  from  discourage- 
ment. 


There's 
a  place  for 
YOU 
in 

God's  work! 
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SURE 
CURE  FOR 
THE  "WINTER 
BOREDOM  BLUES" 


Travel  to  magical  kingdoms,  move  through  time,  visit  other  coun- 
tries, sail  the  seven  seas,  read  about  the  lives  of  famous  people, 
become  more  learned  on  doctrinal  matters  ...  all  in  your  own 
backyard  or  living  room! 

Books  packed  with  adventure,  excitement,  and  inspiration  can  be 
found  in  abundance  at: 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  its  branch  bookstores  — 
New  Bern,  Smithfield,  Wilson,  Kinston,  and  Whiteville 
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From  the  Editor 


i 


Mirrors,  Alligators,  and  Survival 

I  have  never  been  fond  of  mirrors— they  do  not  alter  my 
appearance  at  all.  Mirrors  fail  to  hide  bulges,  wrinkles,, 
whatever  "defects"  might  be  present;  everything  about  me  isi 
reflected  so  that  I  can  see  myself  as  I  really  am.  Granted,  my1 
perception  of  that  appearance  can  be  tempered— but  reality 
does  not  change  just  because  I  may  not  be  willing  to  accept) 
what  might  be.  But  mirrors  do  reveal  a  great  deal  about  ouri 
physical  appearance,  and  like  them  or  not,  their  use  proves  tJ 
be  beneficial  both  to  us  and  those  who  must  be  around  us. 

I  have  accepted  the  fact  that  I  should  care  for  my  physical, 
existence;  but  more  importantly,  my  spiritual  being  must  be( 
"groomed."  Now  the  flaws  present  in  my  physical  makeup! 
are  not  as  obvious  at  times  as  those  that  exist  in  my  spiritual' 
nature— and  it  is  these  flaws  that  people  like  to  point  out.  II 
guess  we  all  feel  better  when  we  can  point  our  fingers  at1: 
others.  This  helps  us  feel  more  superior— and  it  keeps  others 
from  looking  at  us  as  closely.  This  was  not  written  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

A  young  minister  in  Georgia  once  declared:  "It's  one 
thing  to  sit  in  your  living  room  and  look  at  pictures  of 
alligators  in  National  Geographic.  It's  another  thing  to  bet 
waist  deep  in  swamp  water  in  Florida."  To  this  I'd  like  to  add! 
that  it  is  also  a  more  exciting  adventure  when  you  are  in  that 
swamp  water,  alligators  have  been  spotted,  and  you  feel, 
something  nipping  at  your  legs.  We  have  "looked"  long 
enough;  maybe  we  have  looked  and  said  that  something 
needed  to  be  done  but  felt  that  someone  else  would  do  it; 
whatever  the  situation,  we  are  in  the  swamp  water  and! 
something  is  nipping  at  our  very  existence.  Why  do  I  say  this?i 
you  ask.  Well,  I  have  looked  at  the  only  mirror  our  denomina- 
tion presently  has  and  the  image  reflected  for  my  examination 
is  frightening. 

Following  you  will  find  a  table  comparing  membership; 
figures  for  organizations  in  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for  1979  and  1983.  (Figures 
from  those  churches  reporting  were  compiled  from  the  1980 
and  1984  editions  of  the  Yearbook  for  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists of  North  Carolina,  so  they  reflect  totals  for  July  1, 
1978— June  30,  1979,  from  the  1980  edition;  and  July  1, 
1982— June  30, 1983,  from  the  1984  edition.)  Figures  comparing 
1982  and  1983  are  also  given. 
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23 
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et  Gain  or  Loss 

-1660 

-2966 

-366 

-170 

-135 

-372 

+  275 

ain  or  Loss  Since  1982 

-640 

-406 

-18 

+  116 

-97 

-142 

+  151 

Now  to  be  quite  frank  with  you,  these  figures 
ave  to  be  quite  alarming  to  me.  Why  does  this 
ve  to  be?  Consideration  of  these  totals  has 
ised  many  questions— questions  I  feel  must  be 
swered: 

Where  are  we  as  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists heading?  Does  anyone  have  any  plans? 
Has  anyone  drafted  any  goals?  How  can  we 
accomplish  anything  without  organization? 
How  can  we  know  where  we  are  going  if  we 
do  not  really  know  our  present  situation? 
Yes,  it  is  nice  to  know  our  history— we  learn 
from  it— but  isn't  it  time  we  stop  dwelling  in 
the  past?  Isn't  it  time  we  look  at  the  present 
and  toward  the  future  (if  we  are  going  to  have 
one!)? 

Why  aren't  our  churches  and  Sunday 
schools  growing?  Examine  the  chart 
below— these  figures  (from  last  year)  are 
rather  startling. 


inference 

Churches 
in  Con. 

Number 

with 
Church 
growth 

Sunday 
school 
growth 

dbemarle 

16 

5 

1 

pape  Fear 

30 

13 

15 

Central 

43 

21 

18 

Eastern 

83 

24 

24 

Pee  Dee 

16 

9 

8 

Piedmont 

26 

9 

8 

Vestern 

52 

20 

14  1 

totals 

266 

101 

88 

Yes,  I  understand  that  churches  and 
unday  schools  clean  their  rolls  periodically. 
|3ut  I  also  know  that  decreases  have  been 
continuous  since  1979,  the  first  year  I  totaled 
:hese  figures;  I  also  know  that  membership 
'oils  do  not  reflect  actual  participation— it 
orobably  runs  66-75%  of  those  totals  at  best, 
jjust  think:  if  every  Christian  won  just  one 
soul  to  Christ  a  year,  we  could  double  in  one 
gear's  time.  (Consideration  has  to  be  taken 
for  yearly  losses  due  to  death  and  transfer.) 

What  do  we  hope  to  accomplish  as  a 
denomination  with  our  boards,  committees, 
and  conventions  "doing  their  own  things"? 


Do  we  really  have  a  denomination,  or  are  we  a 
church  with  various  centers  of  interest?  Serv- 
ing self  will  not  work.  We  must  work  together 
and  toward  some  common  goal. 

How  can  we  expect  denominational 
enterprises  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  established  when  the  direc- 
tors of  those  enterprises  must  concentrate 
about  90%  of  their  energies  on  raising 
funds?  Are  they  not  hired  to  administer  pro- 
grams? 

Just  what  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
fifteen-minute  Sunday  school  class?  Why  are 
we  not  concerned  about  the  quality  of 
teaching  our  children  receive  in  Sunday 
school?  We  must  not  believe  religious  train- 
ing is  important;  for  if  we  did,  we  would  seek 
to  improve  our  Sunday  schools.  Teachers 
who  prepare  "Saturday  night  specials"  (Sun- 
day morning  lessons)  would  have  to  become 
more  committed  or  they  would  be  replaced. 
We  would  see  to  it  that  our  children  read 
their  lessons  and  studied  their  Bibles— and 
we  would  study,  too.  You  know,  our  children 
have  learned  that  church  is  not  important. 
They  have  learned  this  from  us— they  watch 
and  listen. 

Do  we  have  a  chance  to  survive? 
Records  seem  to  indicate  that  the  majority  of 
our  membership  is  over  50  years  old.  Now,  I 
have  no  problem  with  age— but  where  are  our 
young  people?  Without  them  we  do  not  have 
a  future?  Don't  we  care? 

Where  is  our  concern  for  souls? 

Brothers  and  sisters,  I  am  concerned.  I 
understand  that  sounding  alarms  is  not  a  good 
way  to  win  friends  and  influence  people— but  it  is 
time  that  we  do  something.  Talk  is  easy— it  is 
cheap.  Much  more  is  required. 

It  is  appropriate,  productive,  and  good  that 
we  periodically  engage  ourselves  in  an  appraisal 
of  our  roles,  ministry,  internal  dynamics, 
outreach  and  life  as  a  church.  The  time  is  now. 
We  cannot  wait.  Will  we? 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY 
IN  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCI 

by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 


Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt 

In  the  churches  today  it  is 
widely  accepted  that  ministers 
should  be  persons  of  good 
moral  character,  possessing 
native  gifts  which  make  them 
suitable  for  the  pastoral  office, 
equipped  with  a  liberal  arts 
education,  and  schooled  in  the 
theological  disciplines. 

In  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  we  have  emphasized 
the  necessity  of  a  calling  to  the 
ministry  and  have  generally  in- 
sisted that  candidates  should 
possess  good  moral  character. 
As  to  the  educational  qualifica- 
tions, our  expectations  are  not 
as  clear.  Generally  the  leader- 
ship of  the  denomination  has 
made  repeated  calls  for  higher 
educational  standards  for 
ministers,  and  many  laymen, 
especially  those  who  value 
education  for  themselves,  see 
the  importance  of  having 
ministers  who  are  well- 
equipped  for  the  work  they  are 
called  to  do. 

Yet  this  attitude  is  not  shared 
by  all  Free  Will  Baptists.  There 


seems  to  be  a  feeling  of  am- 
bivalence toward  education  for 
the  ministry  among  some  of  our 
brethren.  This  feeling  is,  I 
suspect,  an  unexamined  feel- 
ing, one  that  cannot  easily  be 
explained.  But  I  believe  it 
needs  to  have  some  light  shed 
upon  it  because  our  attitude 
toward  this  matter  of  the  right 
kind  of  education  for  those  who 
will  provide  leadership  for  our 
churches  and  for  the  denomina- 
tion as  a  whole  is  of  great  con- 
sequence for  the  future  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Ministerial  Education 
in  the  Past 

First  of  all,  let  us  look  briefly 
at  ministerial  education  in  our 
denomination  in  the  past. 
Throughout  much  of  our  history 
in  North  Carolina,  Free  Will 
Baptists  felt  no  obligation  to 
provide  education  for  the 
ministry.  Without  a  doubt  there 
were  some  men  who  were  the 
exception  to  this  in  that  they 
provided  through  their 
ministry  of  preaching, 
teaching,  and  personal  exam- 
ple a  witness  to  the  value  of 
learning  at  a  time  when  most  of 
their  church  members  pos- 
sessed only  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  simply  because  the 
opportunities  for  formal  educa- 
tion were  so  limited  in  this  area 
of  the  country. 

The  fact  that  some  ministers 
were  literate,  men  like  Jesse 
Heath  and  Rufus  K.  Hearn,  is  a 
tribute  to  their  desire  to  obtain 
at  least  the  skills  of  reading  and 
writing.  In  this  way  they  could 
continue  to  learn  throughout 
life  and  communicate  their 
knowledge  and  understanding 
to  others.  Free  Will  Baptists 


owe  a  great  debt  to  men  lil 
these  without  whom  we  wou 
know  very  little  about  our  pa 
and  might  not  have  a  d 
nominational  identity  today. 

The  fact  that  these  men  we: 
exceptional  means  that  thei, 
were  many  others  who  did  n 
have  even  the  most  basic  skil 
to  enable  them  to  read  and  i 
terpret  the  Bible  and  oth« 
Christian  literature.  Thus  son 
of  them  were  easily  led  astra 
by  the  most  persuasive  voic< 
that  appeared  among  them,  < 
they  were  intimidated  by  ai| 
minister  who  seemed  to  posse; 
gifts  of  knowledge  which  the 
did  not  have.  For  these  ar 
other  reasons  many  Free  Wi 
Baptist  ministers  and  laymt 
developed  a  distrust  of  leari 
ing.  They  were  content  to  folio 
the  leadership  of  those  who:! 
they  felt  they  could  trust  or  wl1 
provided  a  model  for  them. 

In  the  last  century,  whl 
other  denominations  in  th 
state  were  establishing 
academies,  institutes,  and  cc 
leges  to  provide  education  fd 
their  young  people,  am 
especially  for  ministeria 
recruits,  Free  Will  Baptist) 
continued  to  organize  churchq 
and  ordain  men  to  the  ministry 
but  they  were  not  buildirl 
schools,  nor  were  they  ei 
couraging  their  youth  to  obtai 
the  best  possible  education.  t\ 
my  opinion  this  was  an  error  il 
judgment. 

Ayden  Seminary 
A  change  in  that  trend  bega 
to  occur  toward  the  end  of  tt 
nineteenth  century  when 
group  of  Free  Will  Baptists  pn 
posed  to  establish  a  seminar? 
The  result  was  the  building  < 
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tyden  Seminary,  which  opened 
3  1898  and  to  which  was  added 
theological  department. 

Through  the  pages  of  The 
ree  Will  Baptist  and  through 
leir  visits  to  churches,  the 
iculty  and  supporters  of  this 
phool  strove  mightily  to  con- 
ince  Free  Will  Baptists 
iverywhere  that  Christian 
rtucation  is  a  worthy  cause  and 
iinisters  especially  should 
vail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
inity  to  prepare  for  the  work 
>  which  they  have  been  called, 
ne  has  only  to  consider  the 
Mitributions  of  men  like  S.  H. 
tyron,  M.  C.  Prescott,  Robert 
.  Pittman,  W.  B.  Everett, 
.  C.  Morris,  J.  W.  Alford,  J.  C. 
Tiffin,  James  Evans,  Lloyd 
ernon,  J.  C.  Moye,  Clifton 
ice,  and  numerous  others  who 
tended  Ayden  Seminary  or 
ureka  College  to  realize  how 
tal  were  these  institutions  to 
e  future  development  of  the 
ree  Will  Baptist  denomination 

North  Carolina. 

For  a  generation  after 
lureka  College  closed  its 
oors,  Free  Will  Baptist 
iinisters  had  to  go  outside  the 
enomination  or  outside  North 
arolina  to  pursue  their  educa- 
onal  goals.  On  the  surface 
iere  would  seem  to  be  nothing 
rong  with  that.  But  the  results 
f  not  having  an  educational 
jenter  during  those  years  left 
|orth  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
|Sts  without  the  unity  and 
sprit  de  corps  necessary  to 
uild  a  strong  and  progressive 
rogram  within  the  state. 

i  The  fact  that  the  loyalty  of 
pme  Free  Will  Baptists  was 
jirected  almost  exclusively 
pward  Nashville  and  the  pro- 
rams  of  the  National  Associa- 
ion  made  the  situation  here  all 
fie  more  difficult.  Despite  the 
ict  that  the  North  Carolina 
tate  Convention  withdrew 
ram  the  National  Association 
nd  began  to  chart  its  own 
ourse  in  1961,  we  still  suffer 


from  some  of  the  wounds  in- 
flicted during  that  crisis.  Our 
efforts  to  provide  a  sound  pro- 
gram of  Christian  higher 
education  have  at  times  been 
hampered  by  a  few  who  still 
espouse  the  view  that  Christian 
education  is  essentially  indoc- 
trination rather  than  the  total 
development  of  persons  in  the 
light  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


The  Problem  of  Slothfulness 

One  of  the  purposes  of  Mount 
Olive  College  since  its  begin- 
ning has  been  to  provide  two 
years  of  study  for  those  prepar- 
ing for  the  ministry.  We  have 
always  encouraged  ministerial 
students  to  get  a  good  founda- 
tion in  the  liberal  arts,  believ- 
ing that  ministers  should  not 
lack  the  basic  knowledge  and 
skills  that  are  needed  by  all 
persons  who  aspire  to  serve  in  a 
leadership  role.  If  anything,  the 
minister  should  have  an  even 
better  general  education  than 
most  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion he  expects  to  serve.  Only 
then  can  he  hope  to  encourage 
them  to  grow  as  persons  as  well 
as  in  the  graces  of  the  Christian 
life.  But  in  all  honesty  we  have 
known  some  who  wanted  to  be 
ministers  but  who  did  not  want 
to  take  the  time  and  effort  re- 
quired to  obtain  even  two  years 
of  study  in  college. 

Considering  the  importance 
of  the  ministerial  calling  and 
the  opportunities  for  attending 
college  today,  that  attitude  is 
difficult  to  comprehend.  It 
arises  either  out  of  sloth  (one  of 
the  seven  deadly  sins  in  the 
Middle  Ages )  or  the  feeling  that 
the  world  will  not  last  until  one 
can  prepare  himself  for  the 
task  of  taking  the  gospel  to 
benighted  souls. 

I  suspect  that  the  problem  of 
slothfulness  is  a  more  serious 
hindrance  to  those  who  aspire 
to  be  ministers  but  do  not  want 
to   accept   the   discipline  of 


preparation  that  goes  with  it.  A 
college  degree  represents 
years  of  hard  work.  It  requires 
dedication  to  a  goal  and  a  will- 
ingness to  put  aside  those  ac- 
tivities which  may  be  all  right 
in  themselves  but  which  stand 
in  the  way  of  achieving  a  larger 
purpose. 

Going  to  college  also  means 
exposing  ourselves  to  great 
ideas  and  engaging  in  a  quest 
for  knowledge  and  truth.  There 
are  risks  involved  as  we  are 
forced  to  examine  our  views  in 
the  light  of  some  larger  truth 
that  we  had  not  previously 
known.  Sometimes  it  can  be  a 
painful  experience,  as  when  we 
have  to  give  up  some  cherished 
notion  that  we  thought  was 
woven  into  the  very  fabric  of 
life;  but  always  there  are 
greater  rewards,  both  intellec- 
tual and  spiritual,  awaiting  us 
as  we  continue  to  discover  new 
insights  and  explore  new  vistas 
of  understanding.  The  excite- 
ment of  learning  and  growing, 
which  ought  to  begin  in  college, 
can  be  a  life-long  experience 
for  the  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

How  tragic  it  is  that  some 
want  to  take  up  this  calling  and 
bring  to  it  a  "know  it  all"  at- 
titude. It  is  amazing  how  quick- 
ly a  young  man  begins  to  think 
of  himself  as  a  divine  oracle 
whose  pronouncements  and 
judgments  are  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned. He  gets  terribly  upset  if 
members  of  his  congregation 
raise  any  objection  to  his  public 
statements  or  if  they  fail  to  re- 
spond to  every  proposal  he 
makes.  He  is  more  likely  to  act 
that  way  if  he  feels  insecure 
about  his  own  worth  and  about 
his  authority  as  a  minister. 
This  insecurity  derives  in  part 
from  the  lack  of  preparation  he 
brings  to  his  task. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wood  an- 
nounces that  he  now  has  a 
change  of  address.  It  is  P.O. 
Box  226,  Cove  City,  North 
Carolina  28523. 
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BONHOEFFER: 
THE  MAN  AND  HIS  THEOLOGY 

by  Calvin  Mercer 

(A  93- minute  film  on  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  will  be  shown 
at  7 : 30  p.m.,  March  2,  in  the  Mount  Olive  College  Auditorium. 
The  film  is  sponsored  by  the  College  Department  of  Religion 
and  admission  is  free.) 


"When  Christ  calls  a  man,  he  bids  him 
come  and  die."  That  line,  written  by  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  sums  up  an  important  part  of  his 
theology.  It  also  proved  to  be  quite  prophetic. 
On  April  9,  1945,  Bonhoeffer  was  taken  from  his 
prison  cell  and  hanged  by  Hitler's  officials  for 
his  participation  in  the  resistance  movement 
against  Nazism. 

Through  his  books  on  the  church, 
discipleship,  and  ethics,  and  through  his  letters 
and  papers  smuggled  from  prison,  Bonhoeffer 
became  known  to  the  wider  Christian  world. 
His  disciplined  theological  mind  and  humane 
spirit  combined  with  the  mystique  surrounding 
his  life  have  made  him  an  influential  thinker  in 
contemporary  Protestant  theology. 

Born  February  4,  1906,  in  Breslau,  Ger- 
many, he  was  the  son  of  a  noted  professor  of 
psychiatry.  Having  decided  to  enter  the 
pastorate  by  age  16,  he  set  out  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  task  of  Christian  ministry.  He 
attended  universities  at  Tubingen  and  Berlin 
where  he  studied  under  important  biblical 
scholars  and  theologians.  Friends  from  his  stu- 
dent days  remember  him  as  one  who  willingly 
learned  from  his  teachers.  At  the  same  time  he 
exhibited  the  independence  of  mind  to  engage 
them  in  theological  debate  and  to  arrive  at  his 
own  judgments.  Although  he  never  studied  with 
Karl  Barth,  Bonhoeffer  was  influenced  by 
Barth's  neo-orthodox  theology  and  as  a  result 
became  increasingly  critical  of  the  liberalism 
prevailing  in  Germany  in  the  early  part  of  this 
century.  Barth  himself  later  left  Germany 
because  he,  as  a  university  professor,  would 
not  sign  an  oath  of  personal  loyalty  to  Hitler. 

Following  his  formal  education  in  Ger- 
many, Bonhoeffer  became  assistant  minister  to 
a  German-speaking  congregation  in  Spain.  The 
church  doubled  in  size  as  he  threw  himself  into 
youth  work,  pastoral  visitation,  and  occasional 
preaching  responsibilities. 

Before  settling  down  in  a  teaching  position 
offered  to  him  in  Berlin,  the  young  theologian 


studied  for  a  year  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  City.  He  was  unim- 
pressed with  American  theology,  which  he  sa^l 
as  lacking  depth;  but  he  did  come  to  apprecial 
the  social  concern  of  many  theology  students 
Union.  He  saw  first-hand  the  plight  of  black 
people  in  America  and  came  to  believe  that 
Christianity  must  come  into  contact  with  dailji 
life  at  every  point.  These  American  ex- 
periences prepared  him  well  for  his  later  strui 
gle  on  behalf  of  German  Jews  and  others  op-  i 
pressed  by  Hitler. 

Back  in  Germany,  Bonhoeffer  sided  with 
the  Confessing  Church  (which  generally  op-  j 
posed  Hitler)  and  became  an  early  and  vocal  i 
critic  of  Nazism.  A  radio  address  he  was  givirJ 
two  days  after  Hitler  became  chancellor  (19331 
was  cut  off  the  air  before  completion  because  J 
of  its  criticism  of  the  desire  for  a  leader  that  i 
was  developing  in  Germany.  In  this  same  yeai: 
he  became  discouraged  at  the  way  many  Ger-i 
man  Christians  supported  Hitler.  As  a  result  h 
took  a  leave  of  absence  from  his  teaching  post* 
at  the  University  of  Berlin  in  order  to  pastor 
two  small  German-speaking  congregations  in 
London. 

The  London  period  was  a  time  when  he  ex 
panded  and  deepened  his  friendships  with 
Christian  leaders  outside  Germany.  Many  of 
these  friends  were  made  through  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  Bonhoeffer  served 
for  some  years  as  youth  secretary  for  the 
World  Alliance  for  Promoting  International 
Friendship  through  the  Churches.  The  friends 
and  contacts  made  through  his  ecumenical 
work  were  a  valuable  asset  later  as  those  Ger- 
man Christians  opposing  Hitler  sought  support 
and  encouragement  from  Christians  outside 
Germany. 

Upon  returning  home  in  1935,  he  became 
director  of  a  seminary  at  Finkenwalde  in  what 
is  now  Poland.  (His  teaching  post  at  the  univer 
sity  was  eventually  withdrawn  because  of  his 
opposition  to  Hitler.)  The  seminary,  establishe' 
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the  Confessing  Church,  was  outlawed  by  the 
jjestapo  in  1937.  Bonhoeffer,  however,  con- 
nued  to  train  young  men  in  the  Christian 
iinistry  at  the  "illegal"  seminary  until  1940. 
'he  seminary  was  an  interesting  experiment  in 
geological  education.  The  students  lived 
Hgether  in  an  old  house  where  they  attended 
tctures  by  Bonhoeffer,  read  widely,  wor- 
liped,  sang  the  Psalms  in  unison,  and  visited 
lie  sick  in  nearby  communities.  As  a  member 
I  the  community  each  student  shared  in  the 
\hsks  of  cooking  and  cleaning.  Bonhoeffer  tried 
»:»  achieve  the  "proper  balance  between  work 
sid  worship,  the  academic  and  the  practical, 
Itscipline  and  freedom." 
K   A  vital— and  required— part  of  life  in  the 
brother- house"  was  half  an  hour  of  silent 
ihayer  and  meditation  each  morning  and  eve- 
ning. At  first  many  students  rebelled  against 
lis  rule.  What  were  they  to  do  with  this  hour 
Iph  day?  Could  they  smoke  or  maybe  do  their 
udies  or  even  polish  their  shoes?  No,  said 
ipnhoeffer.  They  were  to  pray  and  meditate, 
mis  devotional  time  became  one  of  the  most 
ijeasured  features  of  the  seminary.  The 
riritual  depth  and  practice  it  fostered  carried 
ijiany  of  the  seminary  graduates  through  the 
3ng  and  difficult  years  ahead. 

Out  of  his  long  interest  in  the  doctrine  of 
ie  church  (he  wrote  his  dissertation  on  the 
aurch)  and  his  experiences  with  the  seminary, 
ipnhoeffer  wrote  Life  Together.  Published  in 
»38,  it  deals  with  the  power  of  life  lived  in 
immunity  and  the  need  for  Christians  to  be 
Elated  to  each  other  in  Christ.  The  community 
I  believers  exhibits  a  genuine  thankfulness 
nd  its  corporate  worship  flows  into  and  out  of 
ilprsonal  worship.  Types  of  ministry  dealt  with 
elude  meekness,  listening,  helpfulness,  bear- 
:g,  and  holding  one's  tongue.  The  ministry  of 
roclaiming  comes  only  when  one  has  learned 
I  minister  at  the  other  levels.  Picking  up  on 
ie  admonition  of  James  (5:16)  to  "confess 
;5ur  sins  one  to  another"  and  of  Jesus  to  be 
iconciled  to  your  brother  (Matthew  5:23,  24), 
onhoeffer  discussed  the  nature  and  impor- 
ince  of  confession,  a  regular  practice  at  the 
brother-house."  Confession  between  brothers 
I  Christ  is  a  way  of  returning  to  community 
id  enriching  the  worship  life  of  the  church. 

Bonhoeffer's  most  famous  book,  The  Cost 
r  Discipleship,  was  published  in  1937.  A  study 
f  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  other  pas- 
jiges,  it  centers  around  the  theme  of  Christian 
iscipleship.  He  draws  a  distinction 
atween  "cheap  grace,"  which  the  church  too 
:ten  preaches,  and  the  "costly  grace"  of 
hrist: 

'  Cheap  grace  is  the  preaching  of  forgiveness  without  re- 
quiring repentance,  baptism  without  church  discipline, 
Communion  without  confession,  absolution  without 


personal  confession.  Cheap  grace  is  grace  without 
discipleship,  grace  without  the  cross,  grace  without 
Jesus  Christ,  living  and  incarnate  .  .  .  Such  grace  is 
costly  because  it  calls  us  to  follow,  and  it  is  grace 
because  it  calls  us  to  follow  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  costly 
because  it  costs  a  man  his  life,  and  it  is  grace  because 
it  gives  a  man  the  only  true  life  .  .  .  Above  all,  it  is  cost- 
ly because  it  cost  God  the  life  of  his  Son  ...  it  is  grace 
because  God  did  not  reckon  his  Son  too  dear  a  price  to 
pay  for  our  life  .... 

As  restrictions  and  persecutions  in  Hitler's 
Germany  became  more  severe,  Bonhoeffer  was 
invited  in  1939  to  America,  away  from  the 
danger.  American  theologian  Reinhold  Niebuhr 
planned  to  find  him  a  teaching  position  in  this 
country.  After  only  a  few  weeks  in  the  United 
States,  however,  he  felt  compelled  to  return  to 
his  homeland  and  share  the  fate  of  his  people. 

As  the  years  wore  on,  he  became  more 
deeply  involved  in  the  resistance  movement  by 
actively  helping  Jews  escape  the  horror,  and 
eventually  sympathizing  with  groups  planning 
to  assassinate  the  Fuehrer.  This  final  step  was 
an  agonizingly  painful  one  for  him  to  take.  He 
had  long  held  pacifist  views  and  only  reluctant- 
ly and  with  the  belief  that  it  was  the  lesser  of 
evils  did  he  become  involved  in  efforts  to  over- 
throw the  Nazi  regime. 

Prohibited  from  speaking  or  publishing, 
Bonhoeffer  several  times  traveled  outside  Ger- 
many to  seek  support  for  the  resistance  move- 
ment among  his  Christian  friends  and  to  com- 
municate the  extent  of  Hitler's  oppression  of 
the  church.  His  contacts  with  G.  K.  A.  Bell, 
Visser't  Hooft,  and  others  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  provided  an  important  link  between 
the  Christians  resisting  Hitler  and  the  church 
outside  Germany. 

He  was  arrested  by  the  Gestapo  in  1943,  for 
his  role  in  the  resistance  movement  and  thus 
began  his  two-year  long  imprisonment.  For  18 
months  he  was  held  in  Tegel  Military  Prison 
near  Berlin.  To  pass  the  long  hours,  he  read 
widely  in  music,  literature,  history,  science, 
philosophy,  and  theology.  His  abiding  faith  to 
God  and  devotion  to  fellow  man  won  him 
friends  among  the  fellow  prisoners  and 
wardens.  A  fellow  prisoner  wrote,  "Bonhoeffer 
was  different;  just  quite  calm  and  normal, 
seemingly  perfectly  at  his  ease  .  .  .  his  soul 
really  shone  in  the  dark  desperation  of  our 
prison."  With  the  help  of  guards,  he  smuggled 
to  friends  outside  various  letters  and  papers. 
Some  of  these  have  been  collected  into  a  book 
and  entitled  Letters  and  Papers  from  Prison. 

These  later  writings  are  puzzling  because 
they  contain  ideas  which  this  promising 
theologian  never  fully  developed.  Phrases  like 
"religionless  Christianity,"  "the  God  who  for- 
sakes us,"  "Jesus  as  the  man  for  others,"  "the 
God  of  the  gaps,"  and  "the  world  come  of  age" 

(Continued  on  Page  20) 
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News  81  Notes 

Concert  at  Bethany  Church 


Jack  Bircher 

Julia  and  Jack  Bircher  will 
be  in  concert  at  Bethany 
Church,  near  Winterville,  Sun- 
day night,  February  26,  at  7 
p.m.  The  Birchers  presented  a 
very  special  program  of  music 
at  the  last  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  Birchers  will  be  choosing 
selections  from  the  following 
titles  for  their  marimba  and 
piano  concert  of  praise: 
"Blessed  Assurance,"  "What  a 
Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus,"  "In 
the  Garden,"  "Love  Medley," 
"Jesus  Medley,"  "My 
Tribute,"  "Saviour,  Like  a 
Shepherd  Lead  Us,"  "Holy 
Spirit,  Thou  Art  Welcome  in 
This  Place,"  "Jesus  Lord  to 
Me,"  "Joyful,"  "How  Great 
Thou  Art,"  and  "Brethen,  We 
Have  Met  to  Worship." 

A  cordial  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  the  public  to  hear  this 
talented  couple. 

Sunday  School 
Leadership  Training 

There  will  be  a  Sunday  school 
training  course  taught  by  the 
Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  pastor 
of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Mission  of  Wilmington,  at 
Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven 
Springs.  The  course  began 
Thursday  night,  February  16, 

8 


at  7:30  p.m.  and  will  continue 
each  Thursday  as  follows: 
Thursday,  February  23,  March 
1,  and  March  8.  The  course  will 
consist  of  the  following  topics: 
A.  "Teaching  Techniques,"  B. 
"Six  Steps  to  Church  Growth," 
C.  "Caring  Church  Growth," 
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and  D.  "Organized  for  Churcl 
Growth." 

Mr.  Hansley  is  working  aJ 
seminar  director  for  the  Homd 
Missions  and  Church  GrowttJ 
Department.  Anyone  desiring 
to  participate  is  invited  to  at 
tend. 


COLLEGE  HALL  CHAIRS  REACH  TOTAL  OF  742 

During  the  week  ending  February  13,  sixty-two  (62)  conventiorj 
chairs  were  contributed  to  Mount  Olive  College  for  use  in  College 
Hall.  These  chairs  bring  to  742  the  number  contributed  to  date.  I 

The  College  is  seeking  gifts  of  $50  each  for  a  total  of  800  chairs 
for  use  at  conventions  and  other  church-related  events.  Chairs  maji 
be  given  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  persons  chosen  by  the  donors. 

Forthcoming  events  of  interest  to  Free  Will  Baptists  already 
scheduled  for  College  Hall  include : 

February  28  Pierson  Lecture  by  Nido  Qubein,  President  of  Creative  Ser- 

vices, High  Point,  North  Carolina 

March  9  World  Missions  Rally  sponsored  by  the  Foreign  Mission 

Board,  Harold  Jones,  Director 

March  31  North  Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention,  Stanley 

Jenkins,  President 

May  10  North  Carolina  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention, 

Happy  Taylor,  President 
May  11  Mount  Olive  College  Graduation 

May  18-20  North  Carolina  State  Youth  Convention,  Becky  Jo  Sumner, 

Director 

September  11-13         North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap-  i 
tists,  Gary  M.  Bailey,  President 

The  main  floor  of  College  Hall  will  seat  2,000  people  (800  in  con- 
vention chairs  and  1,200  in  the  bleachers).  In  case  of  over-flow  au- 
diences, several  hundred  additional  persons  can  be  accommodated1 
in  the  480-foot  balcony  which  surrounds  the  arena. 

Summary  of  Convention  Chairs  Through  February  13 


Needed 
Gifts  to  Date 
Balance 


800  Chairs  ($50  each) 
742  Chairs 
58  Chairs 

Donors  February  7-13 


Donors 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Lancaster,  Goldsboro 
Free  Spirit  Church,  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Norman  Willis 

By  Arapahoe  Sunday  School  Class  Number  11, 

Arapahoe 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dell  Willis 

By  Arapahoe  Sunday  School  Class  Number  11, 

Arapahoe 
In  Memory  of  Roland  Humphrey 

By  Arapahoe  Sunday  School  Class  Number  11, 

Arapahoe 
Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weldon  Fulcher 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Davis,  Morehead  City 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mo  tie  Bell  Cherry 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Davis,  Morehead  City 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Fader 

By  British  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Kinston 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  O.  B.  Jones 

By  Holly  Springs  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Newport 


Number 
of  Chairs 
1 
2 
1 


$40,000 
37,100; 
$  2,900 


Amount 

$  50 
100 
50 


50 

50 

200 
50 

50 

50 

50 
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n  Honor  of  Mrs.  O.  B.  Jones 

By  Holly  Springs  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Newport 
n  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Willie  Stilley 

By  Sallie  Dawson,  Janet  Brown  and  Cynthia  Wood, 
La  Grange 

n  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Everington 

By  Heath  Memorial  Bible  Class  of  White  Oak  Grove, 
La  Grange 

Ir.  and  Mrs.  Willem  van  der  Plas,  Arapahoe 
i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Mary  Aldridge 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Henderson,  Ellerbee 
n  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cora  Foyles 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Henderson,  Ellerbee 
h  Memory  of  John  W.  Mallard  and  Dora  Arnold  Mallard 

By  Mrs.  Murray  Wade  Boyette,  Trenton;  and  Mr. 

Jessie  P.  Mallard,  Pollocksville 
It  Memory  of  Robert  and  Odessa  Boyette 

By  Mrs.  Murray  Wade  Boyette  and  Family,  Trenton 
!i  Memory  of  Joseph  A.  Newberry 

By  Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth 
.ji  Memory  of  David  E.  Craddock 

By  Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth 
iew  Haven  Sunday  School,  Ernul 
li  Memory  of  Claude  S.  Hinnant 

By  Mrs.  Martha  V.  Hinnant,  Pikeville 
/oman's  Auxiliary,  First  Church,  Goldsboro 
k  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Willie  Stilley 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Williams  Jr.,  Merritt 
f  Memory  of  Harold  House 

By  Mrs.  Blanche  House,  Selma 
I  Memory  of  J.  B.  Jones 

By  Daly's  Chapel  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 

Seven  Springs 
i  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley 

By  Daly's  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Seven  Springs 
!i  Memory  of  Mr.  Martin  Still 

By  Mrs.  Martin  Still,  Blakely,  Georgia 
ji  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ella  Barnes 

By  Mount  Zion  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Bayboro 
i  Honor  of  Elizabeth  Simpson 

By  Bridge  ton  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Bridge  ton 
\  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eula  Clayton 

By  Mrs.  Grace  Sawyer  and  Mrs.  Naomi  Jones,  Belhaven 
I  Memory  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Clayton 

By  Mrs.  Grace  Sawyer  and  Mrs.  Naomi  Jones,  Bel- 
!  haven 

k  Honor  of  Jan  Pittman 

!    By  Nancy  Boykin,  Wilson 

k  Honor  of  Shelia  Windham 

!    By  Nancy  Boykin,  Wilson 

ft  Honor  of  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 

By  Jan  Pittman,  Raleigh;  and  Nancy  Boykin,  Wilson 
i  Memory  of  Frances  S.  Sanderson 

By  Dr.  W.  C.  Sanderson  and  Mr.  Gary  Sanderson, 
)  Goldsboro 

i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Flonnie  S.  Baysden 
By  Mr.  Lee  Baysden,  Chinquapin 
i  Honor  of  Mr.  Lee  Baysden 

By  Mrs.  Flonnie  S.  Baysden,  Chinquapin 
Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Sumner 
By  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith,  BeulavUle 
l  Memory  of  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard 

By  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ballard,  Middlesex 
i  Memory  of  Richard  J.  Bryan 

By  Mrs.  Richard  Bryan,  Bridge  ton 
aly's  Chapel  Sunday  School,  Seven  Springs 
aly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman 

By  Sound  Side  Adult  League,  Columbia 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Rachel  A.  Foreman 
By  Gene  Foreman,  Judy  Hutton,  Linda  Leggett,  and  Naomi 
Tankard 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Endowment  of  the  Week 

ABNER  H.  AND 
MARY  RACHAEL  B. 
MILLER  ENDOWMENT 


Abner  Hilloman  Miller 
(July  2,  1911,— December  26,  1983) 

The  Miller  Endowment  at 
Mount  Olive  College  was 
established  in  memory  of 
Abner  H.  Miller  and  in  honor  of 
his  wife,  Mary  Rachael  Barnes 
Miller  of  the  Rock  Ridge  com- 
munity in  Wilson  County,  North 
Carolina. 

Abner  Miller  was  a  native  of 
Ahoskie,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  associated  with 
Ahoskie  Motor  Company. 
Following  four  years  of 
military  service  during  World 
War  II,  he  married  Mary 
Rachael  Barnes  of  Rock  Ridge 
in  1944  and  in  1946  they  moved 
to  Rock  Ridge  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death, 
December  26,  1983. 

Miller  was  a  prominent 
farmer  and  merchant  and  an 
active  member  of  Marsh 
Swamp  Church  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of 
Deacons  for  sixteen  years  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Ushers  for  thirty  years.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  organist  of  the  church, 
a  position  she  has  held  for  the 
past  fourteen  years. 

Miller  was  also  active  in  com- 
munity and  civic  affairs,  in- 
cluding fifteen  years  on  the 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Board  of  Selective  Service  of 
Wilson  County,  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion,  a 
volunteer  fireman  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Rock  Ridge  Fire 
Department,  and  eight  years  of 
service  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Wilson  Memorial 
Hospital. 

In  addition  to  his  wife,  sur- 
vivors include  Rachael 
Elizabeth  M.  Neller  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia;  and  James  Abner 
Miller  of  Wilson  County,  two 
grandchildren;  and  a  brother, 
William  J.  Miller  of  Ahoskie. 

The  Miller  Endowment  is 
composed  of  memorial  gifts  to 
Mount  Olive  College.  Thus  far 
contributions  have  been  re- 
ceived from  nearly  one  hun- 
dred individuals,  families, 
business  firms,  civic  and 
church  groups.  These  funds, 
along  with  future  contributions, 
will  be  invested  and  each  year 
the  earnings  will  be  used  as  a 
memorial  to  Mr.  Miller  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Music  Depart- 
ment of  the  College. 

MOC  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
TO  MEET 

The  next  regular  meeting  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Board 
of  Trustees  is  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  February  28,  at  9:30 
a.m.  in  College  Hall. 

A  major  item  of  business  will 
be  a  report  from  Dr.  Henry  L. 
Ashmore  of  Atlanta  relative  to 
the  requirements  and  pro- 
cedures for  the  development  of 
Mount  Olive  into  a  four-year 
college.  Dr.  Ashmore  is 
Associate  Director  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Colleges  of  the 
Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools. 

MERCER  TO  SPEAK 

Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor 
of  Religion  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, will  be  guest  speaker  at 
the  Cape  Fear  Ministers' 
Sweetheart  Banquet  which  will 
be  held  on  Friday,  February  24. 
The  banquet  begins  at  7  p.m. 
and  will  be  held  at  Holt  Lake 
Restaurant  near  Smithfield. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
presents 

THE  PIERSON  LECTURE 

Tuesday,  February  38,  1984-7:30  p.m. 
COLLEGE  HALL 

On  the  main  campus,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


NIDO  QUBEIN 

Our  Challenge  in  the  80's 

Lecturer,  Author,  Businessman, 
Radio  Personality  and  Distinguished  j 
Alumnus  of  Mount  Olive  College 

PUBLIC  IS  INVITED 

No  Admission  Charge 


Nido  Qubein  is  living  proof  that  America  is  still  the  land  of  op 
portunity.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1966,  mastered  thl 
English  language,  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  College  and  wen 
on  to  complete  graduate  studies  in  Human  Relations  and  Busines 
Administration.  Qubein  is  one  of  the  nation's  most  sought  after  pre 
fessional  speakers.  He  is  President  of  Creative  Services,  Inc.,  an< 
Nido  Qubein  and  Associates.  He  has  written  and  edited  over  2 
leadership  books ,  his  latest  being  Communicate  Like  a  Pro.  Fron 
High  Point,  North  Carolina,  Qubein  syndicates  a  daily  radio  pre 
gram  heard  around  the  nation. 

Qubein  is  a  native  of  Jerusalem  and  he  launched  his  publi 
speaking  career  while  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  College.  He  helper 
to  finance  his  education  through  a  slide  presentation  on  the  Hoi; 
Land  which  he  presented  in  various  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  ant, 
to  other  groups. 

The  Pierson  Lecture  Series  is  the  highlight  of  Mount  Olive  Col 
lege's  Cultural  Arts  and  Lecture  Series.  The  Lecture  was  estab 
lished  in  1965  by  Dr.  Mary  Bynum  Borgognoni  in  memory  of  he: 
late  husband,  Dr.  William  Whatley  Pierson.  Dr.  Pierson  was  a  long 
time  Dean  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  (Chapel  Hill).  H 
was  one  of  North  Carolina's  finest  educators,  scholars,  and  ad 
ministrators.  The  Pierson  Lecture  Series  is  a  fitting  memorial  to  j 
man  who  worked  tirelessly  to  promote  quality  and  excellence  to 
Southern  higher  education. 
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WORLD  MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE  AND  RALLY 

AT  J,  ROADS  IN  AND  OUT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  LEAD  TO  MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE,  MARCH  9, 1984,  FOR  THE  WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  AND 
RALLY  SPONSORED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 


MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE 


From  everywhere  people  are  getting  excited  and  making  plans  to  attend. 


pONFERENCE  FEATURES 
daytime  Sessions— Downtown  Campus 

9:00—  9:30   Prayer  for  Conference  and  Rally 
(for  early  arrivers) 
Coffee  and  Donuts 
"Will  Those  Who've  Never  Heard 
the  Gospel  Go  To  Hell?"  (Dr.  Wil- 
liam Bennett) 

Question  and  Answer  Session 
Lunch  Break,  Cafeteria  open 
"World  Missions,  the  Pastor  and 
the  Local  Church"  (Dr.  William 
Bennett) 
Break 

Film,  "First  Fruits" 
Banquet  open  to  everyone.  If  you 
plan  to  attend,  let  us  know  by 
March  1,  1984. 
All  who  attend  the  seminars  will  receive  a 
pmplimentary  copy  of  Missionary  Education 
Helps  for  the  Local  Church.  


9:30-  9:55 
.0:00-11:30 


1:30-11:45 
1:45-  1:00 
1:00-  2:30 


2:30-  2:45 
2:45-  4:00 
5:30-  7:00 


RALLY  FEATURES 
College  Hall- 7: 30  P.M. 

Message— Dr.  William  Bennett 

Testimony— Phil  Shepard,  vice  president,  State 
Youth  Convention;  applicant  for  summer 
missionary  service  in  the  Philippines 

Commissioning— van  der  Plas  Family  for  Philip- 
pines 

Special  Music— "Damascus  Way,"  Trinity  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Clayton,  North  Caro- 
lina 

JoAnn  Pennington,  Guyla  Evans,  and  Alice 
Hines,  three  members  of  the  "Original  Hines 
Cousins"  of  Winterville 

Special  Tribute  to  the  late  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen. 

Let's  Fill  College  Hall  for 
this  great  service! 


There  will  not  be  a  registration  fee  for  the  Conference.  An  offering  will  be  received  during  the 
Rally  to  cover  the  expenses  for  the  Conference  and  help  pay  for  the  van  der  Plas  Family's 
trip  to  the  Philippines.  Remember  this  as  you  give. 


EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  ATTEND! 
TfflS  CONFERENCE  AND  RALLY  ARE  A  MUST  FOR  EVERY 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST.  COME,  AND  BRING  A 
LARGE  NUMBER  FROM  YOUR  CHURCH. 
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Home  Missions 


MEMBERS  OF  WILMINGTON 
MISSION  EXCITED  ABOUT 
NEW  BEGINNING 

by  Violet  K.  Yarborough 

In  the  beginning,  God— and 
so  is  our  new  beginning,  God. 
Because  truly  God  has  be- 
stowed upon  us  so  many  of  His 
richest  blessings!  Just  when  we 
were  at  the  point  of  closing  the 
doors  of  the  Wilmington  Church 
after  having  seemingly  lost 
the  battles— God,  yes  God- 
reached  down  His  loving 
hands  — and  miracle  upon 
miracle  have  been  unveiled 
before  our  eyes!  With  God  be- 
ing at  the  head  of  any  endeavor, 
surely  miracles  are  bound  to  be 
performed. 

We  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination  are 
directed  by  groups  of  dedicated 
and  consecrated  Christian 
leaders,  ministers,  and 
laymen— namely,  the  Eastern 
Conference  Missions  and  the 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex- 
tension Department  of  our  Con- 
vention. Together,  they  literal- 
ly rescued  our  church  from  its 
many  trials  and  misfortunes. 
The  Eastern  Conference 
leaders  ask  that  member- 
church  properties  be  jointly 
deeded  between  the  conference 
and  the  local  church.  It's  this 


factor  which  actually  saved  the 
properties.  After  having  been  a 
well-established  and  self- 
supporting  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  for  approx- 
imately thirty-two  years,  our 
attendance  became  infiltrated 
with  persons  from  denomina- 
tions other  than  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  who,  in  fact,  would 
have  taken  the  building  and 
properties  had  this  factor  not 
been  established  between  the 
conference  and  the  local 
church.  Subsequently,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  con- 
ference, we  reverted  to  mission 
status,  and  we  are  on  the  road 
to  recovery.  Therefore,  we  at 
the  Wilmington  Mission 
especially  thank  the  Rev.  Ray 
Wells,  chairman,  and  the  Rev. 
Charles  Crisp,  executive  direc- 
tor, both  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension,  as  well  as 
the  Rev.  Walter  Sutton  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  Missions 
Board,  for  their  many  prayers 
and  joint  efforts  and  their  godly 
directed  leadership. 

This  New  Year  brings  with  it 
good  tidings  and  great  joy  to  us 
who  are  instrumental  in  this 
amazing— almost  unbeliev- 
able—work here  in  the  Wil- 
mington Mission.  Time  con- 
suming, yes— but  it  feels  so 
good  when  you  know  you  are 


carrying  out  God's  wonderfi1! 
plan  by  taking  the  best  care 
His  house. 

Every  flock  needs  a  shej* 
herd— and  with  thankfulness' 
and  humble  hearts,  we  thairt 
God  for  sending  us  a  pasto 
The  members  here  at  the  Fud 
Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  fe 
that  to  be  successful  in  our  net 
beginning— so  named  by  one  < 
our  local  youths— we  fin* 
needed  a  full-time  pastor,  ori 
residing  here  in  Wilmingtoi 
Therefore,  after  much  prayej 
and  careful  consideration  V 
the  Eastern  Conference  Mir 
sions,  the  Home  Missions  an1 
Church  Extension,  the  chose' 
minister,   the   Rev.  Davi' 
Charles  Hansley,  and  his  evei1 
faithful  and  supporting  wife- 
Sylvia,  came  to  us  on  March  1(' 
1983.  Under  the  leadership  (j 
our  new  pastor,  we  have  see1 
many  miraculous  changes  tak; 
place.  David  Charles  Hansle 
is  truly  a  man  on  fire  for  tW 
Lord.  He,  in  all  probability 
doesn't  sleep  at  night  for  thinl' 
ing  of  ways  to  serve  the  Lord' 
But,  certainly  that's  what  w 
needed  here  in  the  Wilmingto 
Mission.     He  recognize 
dedicated  persons  serving  th 
Lord  to  the  best  of  their  abilitj 
whether  the  individual  be  on 
youngest  little  seven-year-ol 
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usher  or  the  eldest  bench 
rmer.  He  realizes  it  takes  us 
to  make  our  work  a  loving 
d  harmonious  institution  for 
I;  Lord.  Incidentally,  since 
I  cache r  David  Charles'  first 
Inday  with  us,  there  have 
■  en   only   three  Sundays 
Ithout  at  least  one  visitor!  Our 
lltendance  has  doubled,  and 
le  Sunday  school  percentage 
|  probably  one  of  the  highest 
I  nong  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
ts,  averaging  95%.  Also,  our 
lerings  are  continually  in- 
easing. 

Another  important  factor  is 
at  the  Home  Missions  and 
lurch  Extension  Department 
>ng  with  the  Eastern  Con- 
rence  Missions  worked 
ligently  between  themselves 
d  with  us  concerning  our 
lancial  status  on  previous  ex- 
iting loans  on  our  church 
floperties.  They  negotiated 
|w  arrangements  so  a  par- 
inage  could  be  purchased.  The 
iven-room  ranch-style  brick 
|me,  conveniently  located  in  a 
immunity  within  a  mile  of  the 
mrch,  greets  whoever  visits 
fth  the  ancient  sign  of 
ijplcome,  the  pineapple.  You 
re  cordially  invited  to  come 
sit  our  pastor  and  his  family 
i^id  see  our  lovely  parsonage. 
Beautifying  the  church  in  its 
jitirety  has  required  the  joint 
tforts  of  us  all  along  with  past 
|embers  and  friends.  We've 
iiet  for  numerous  appointed 
orkdays,  and  several  have 
|>me  on  their  own  personal 
me.  We  have  renovated  and 
dw  finally  have  a  long-needed 
^llowship  hall.  Designated 
pntributions  were  given 
♦ward  paint  affording  us  the 
pportunity  to  do  interior  and 
icterior  painting,  especially  in 
ie  educational  department, 
jur  painters  included  men, 
fomen,  and  children!  You 
iiould  see  my  painting  cap  and 
loves!  It's  amazing  how  many 
ot  dogs  and  soft  drinks  our 
ouths,  and  we  adults,  con- 
umed  during  our  lunch 
reaks!  The  cotton  candy  was 
elicious,  too. 


Numerous  gifts  and  contribu- 
tions have  been  donated  in- 
cluding: 

1.  Sunday  School  Literature, 
provided  by  the  Beaverdam 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Chadbourn  of  the  Pee  Dee 
Association. 

2.  Mimeograph  Machine, 
given  by  the  Little  Rock  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Lucama, 
of  the  Western  Conference. 

3.  New  Church  Sign  given  by 
the  Rev.  O.  B.  Everette,  de- 
signed, built,  and  erected  by 
the  members. 

4.  A  Lighted  Cross  for  the 
front  of  the  building,  built  and 
erected  by  one  of  the  members. 

5.  A  heavy-duty  Lawnmower 
and  Weed-eater. 

6.  Maps  of  the  Holy  Land  for 
our  educational  department. 

7.  A  Dodge  Van,  donated  by 
Mr.  John  Underhill,  a  member 
of  our  mission. 

In  August,  our  mission  was 
the  setting  for  the  Ordination 
and  Commissioning  Service  of 
Mr.  Michael  Akers  of  Jackson- 
ville, Florida,  with  the  Ordain- 
ing Council  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference officiating.  It  was  a 
most  unique  service  as  Mr. 
Akers  was  being  commissioned 
as  a  chaplain  for  the  Armed 
Forces. 

The  eighty-eighth  session  of 
the  Eastern  Conference  con- 
vened at  the  Wilmington  Mis- 
sion on  October  19  and  20,  1983. 
Smiles  and  Christian  love  and 
harmony  were  felt  throughout 
the  convention  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  conference 
business.  The  attendance  for 
the  two-day  conference  was 
unusually  good.  A  highlighting 
event  was  the  presentation  of  a 
plaque  to  the  Rev.  David  W. 
Hansley,  honoring  him  for 
fifty-one  years  of  service  as  a 
minister  in  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination.  Our 
pastor  was  elected  Assistant 
Moderator  of  the  Conference 
for  a  two-year  term.  Recently 
re-elected,  too,  as  Clerk  of  the 
Third  Union  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference, composed  of  thirty-two 


churches,  was  Mr.  Justin  H. 
Kornegay.  He  is  a  long-time 
member  and  an  outstanding 
leader  of  the  local  mission,  and 
presently  serving  as  Chairman 
of  the  Deacon  Board. 

At  our  first  Homecoming  on 
October  30,  1983,  we  observed  a 
most  heart-warming  service 
with  the  Rev.  Orvin  B. 
Everette,  the  first  pastor,  as 
guest  speaker.  Founding 
members  of  the  mission  were 
recognized,  including  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Hansley.  A  lovely  altar  set 
was  presented  by  her  family  to 
the  mission,  in  recognition  of 
the  fact  that  she  had  mortgaged 
her  own  home  for  the  mission  to 
obtain  monies  to  purchase  the 
first  property  for  a  church 
building.  The  Rev.  O.  B. 
Everette  was  recognized  as  be- 
ing the  first  pastor.  Brother 
Everette's  family  donated  a 
portrait  of  him,  to  be  hung  in  an 
appropriate  place  within  the 
educational  department.  The 
Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  director  of 
our  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension,  presented  Mr. 
Everette  with  a  Certificate  of 
Accomplishment  for  his  work 
in  beginning  six  missions,  all  of 
which  are  on-going  churches. 
Worship  concluded  with  prayer 
and  dedication  of  the  new 
church  sign,  followed  by  lunch 
served  in  our  new  fellowship 
hall. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  we 
celebrated  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  service  of  Carols  and 
Candles  at  the  mission,  fol- 
lowed by  refreshments  and 
Open  House  at  the  parsonage. 

New  Year's  Day  was 
highlighted  with  an  Old- 
fashioned  luncheon  of 
backbone,  black-eyed  peas,  and 
desserts  immediately  following 
worship  service.  It's  always 
good  to  have  been  in  the  House 
of  the  Lord  for  worship  service, 
but  especially  one  followed  by  a 
Free  Will  Baptist  eatin 
meetin' ! 

In  the  planning  stage  are 
many  hopefuls  for  our  mission. 
The  Eastern  Conference  course 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Children's  Home 

JUST  PLAIN  FUN 


Can  you  remember  how  you  felt  when  you  experienced  your 
first  wiener  roast?  YOU  were  in  full  control!  Just  the  thought  of 
glazing  your  own  hot  dog  just  the  way  YOU  liked  it  gave  you  a  feel- 
ing of  childhood  fascination  that  you  never  forgot  (especially  if  the 
glaze  came  out  a  little  darker  than  you  thought  it  would).  Perhaps 
if  you  use  just  a  little  imagination  you  can  see  that  same  fascination 
in  the  photograph. 

God  has  given  us  so  much.  Having  facilities  like  our  Recrea- 
tional Building  allows  our  children  the  pleasures  of  recreational  ac- 
tivites  during  inclement  weather.  You  have  made  all  of  this  possi- 
ble. But  a  question  comes  to  mind  as  we  think  of  the  facility  through 
which  we  are  ministering.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  have 
visited  YOUR  child  care  ministry?  You  have  given  (and  are  giv- 
ing) and  we  thank  you  for  your  investment  into  the  lives  of  children. 


"VALENTINE'S  DAY: 
EXPRESSIONS  OF  LOVE" 

God  is  love!  When  one  says 
that,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
the  human  mind  to  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  the  words. 
When  we  speak  of  God's  love, 
we  do  not  mean  love  that  is 
romantic,  passionate,  or 
possessive.  We  mean  a  love 
that  gives  more  than  it  takes. 
This  kind  of  love  can  be  given  to 
a  stranger,  to  someone  we  have 
never  seen,  or  to  an  enemy.  It  is 
God's  love,  freely  given,  that 
makes  it  possible  for  human  be- 
ings to  respond  to  or  express 
love. 

One  cannot  escape  the  fact 
that  the  need  to  be  loved  and  to 
14 


love  is  at  the  very  heart  of  our 
children,  here  at  the  Children's 
Home.  Through  our  child  care 


71 

ministry,  a  child  feels  love 
the  atmosphere  around  him, 
the  relationships  of  those  nealj 
to  him,  in  the  tenderness  < 
touch  and  tone,  and  in  the  cai 
ing  for  his  needs.  It  is  impoi 
tant  for  our  children  to  knov 
that  whatever  is  happening  t 
them  at  any  given  moment  ( 
time,  love  never  ends. 


During  this  Valentine  seasoi 
two  of  our  residents  dre^ 
hearts  to  express  the  lov 
and  security  that  they  fe< 
here.  These  children  displaye 
these  drawings  without  bein 
prompted  to  do  so.  They  es 
pressed  love  as  being  thf 
following:  "Love  is  havint 
somebody  you  can  trust"  ant 
"Love  is  being  around  peop] 
that  cares  for  you."  Theil 
understanding  of  love  ei> 
presses  the  love  and  care  tluj 
we  strive  to  set  forth  for  thos! 
children  who  are  in  need.  Wj 
would  like  to  extend  an  invitaj 
tion  to  you  to  love! 

SINCERE  THANKS 

We  would  like  to  express  ou 
sincere  appreciation  to  thos 
who  responded  to  our  pilkv 
drive :  Marlboro  Auxiliarj 
Aspen  Grove  League,  an 
Piney  Grove  Sunday  Scho< 
Class  #8  (Pitt  County).  Yo 
have  helped  us  to  provide 
very  essential  need  for  tn 
children  in  our  care. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


Ifor  February  26 

THE  SERVICE 
GOD  SEES 

esson  Text:  Isaiah  58:5-11 
yiemory  Verse:  Micah  6:8 

((Solomon's  temple  was 
■estroyed  and  the  people  of 
udah  were  exiles  in  a  foreign 
ind.  Without  the  temple  and 
le  opportunity  to  offer  animal 
•kcrifices,  worship  as  it  had 
Keen  conducted  through  the 
i tears  was  no  longer  possible, 
li/ould  the  Jews,  for  this  reason, 
aase  to  be  a  people  of  God? 
i pis  was  a  possibility,  but  ac- 
kally  the  exile  served  to 
trengthen  Judaism  in  two 
[gnificant  ways.  One  was  that 
(iey  came  more  and  more  to  be 
The  People  of  the  Book."  The 
;mple  was  gone  but  they  had 
te  sacred  Scriptures,  and  to 
jiese  they  gave  more  and  more 
ttention.  The  other  was  that 
worship  of  God  tended  in  the 
irection  of  the  personal,  in- 
jjividual  relationship. 

i  These  developments  were 
beneficial,  but  at  the  same  time 
hey  presented  the  possibility  of 
buse.  On  the  one  hand  was  the 
ianger  that  the  study  of  the 
Vord  would  result  in  a  purely 
scademic  pursuit.  On  the  other, 
personal  religion  could  well 
jecome  an  exercise  in  self- 
(lorification.  To  a  degree,  both 
Jf  these  aberrations  did 
levelop.  Our  lesson  is  con- 
ierned  with  the  second,  the 
natter  of  personal  religion. 
1  Specifically,  our  text  deals 
lath  fasting,  but  its  basic 
eaching  goes  far  beyond  that 
o  the  matter  of  attitude, 
riotive,  and  purpose  in  per- 
onal  worship.  More  than  this, 
ind  this  is  the  heart  of  the 
esson,  it  makes  clear  that  no 
eligious  expression  has  any 
validity  unless  the  life  of  the 
vorshiper  is  characterized  by 
food  deeds.  Religious  practice 
:annot  possibly  have  meaning 
ipart  from  godly  living. 


In  the  Mosaic  Law  fasting 
(referred  to  as  "afflicting  one's 
soul")  was  prescribed  only  on 
the  Day  of  Atonement 
(Leviticus  16:29,  31).  After  the 
exile,  however,  four  other  an- 
nual fasts  were  kept 
(Zechariah  8:19),  com- 
memorating disasters  the  Jews 
had  experienced.  Otherwise, 
fasting,  either  individual  or 
corporate,  might  be  undergone 
for  some  particularly  signifi- 
cant occasion.  For  example, 
Moses  fasted  on  Mount  Sinai 
when  the  Law  was  given,  seem- 
ingly as  befitting  the  serious 
nature  of  the  event.  The  nation 
was  sometimes  called  to  fast 
when  danger  threatened,  while 
personal  fasting  frequently  ac- 
companied the  mourning  for 
the  dead. 

At  other  times  the  fast  was 
directed  toward  receiving  help 
from  God  (2  Samuel  12:16-23). 
Some  came  to  look  upon  fasting 
as  a  certain  means  of  securing 
God's  favor.  Our  lesson  in- 
dicates unequivocally  that 
more  than  this  is  required.  The 
people  fasted  and  were  faithful 
in  performing  other  religious 
"duties."  They  professed  to  be 
concerned  about  instruction 
from  the  Lord.  Yet  they  com- 
plained that  God  was  not  taking 
any  note  of  them  and  they 
wanted  to  know  why  (Isaiah 
58:1-4). — Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 


For  March  4 

JESUS  BEGINS 
HIS  MINISTRY 

Lesson  Text:  Mark  1:14-28 
Memory  Verse :  Mark  1 : 15 

Mark's  account  of  the  "begin- 
ning of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ"  (1:1)  takes  up  at  the 
point  where  his  Roman  readers 
would  be  most  concerned— with 
the  mighty  works  of  Jesus' 
public  ministry.  For  some  thir- 
ty years  before  this,  however, 
Jesus  had  prepared  for  that 


ministry.  The  first  two 
chapters  of  Luke  tell  of  Jesus' 
birth,  of  His  being  presented  in 
the  temple  as  an  infant,  and  of 
His  eager  conversation  with  the 
teachers  of  the  Law  at  the  age 
of  twelve.  All  the  Gospel 
writers  tell  something  of  John 
the  Baptist's  preparatory  min- 
istry, and  the  first  three  tell  of 
Jesus'  baptism.  Matthew  and 
Luke  tell  rather  fully  of  Jesus' 
being  tempted  in  the  wilder- 
ness. This  happened  in  Judea. 

The  second  chapter  of  John 
tells  of  an  early  visit  to  Galilee, 
including  Jesus'  first  miracle 
at  a  wedding  feast  in  Cana. 
Back  in  Judea,  Jesus 
ministered  for  a  time  and 
became  known  for  His  miracles 
before  Nicodemus  came  at 
night  to  confer  with  Him  (John 
3:1,  2). 

Moving  northward  from 
Judea,  Jesus  declared  His 
messiahship  to  a  Samaritan 
woman  at  Sychar,  and  re- 
mained in  that  village  for  two 
days  before  going  on  to  Galilee. 

The  writings  of  Josephus,  as 
well  as  the  Gospels,  draw  a 
fascinating  picture  of  Jesus' 
Galilee.  Lying  west  of  the  Jor- 
dan River  and  the  sea  that 
bears  its  name,  Galilee  was  a 
busy,  thriving  area,  intensely 
cultivated  and  dotted  with 
populous  villages.  Pottery, 
weaving,  and  glass  manufac- 
ture, as  well  as  fishing,  trading, 
and  farming,  kept  its  people 
busy.  Its  population  at  that 
time  has  been  estimated  at 
some  two  million,  in  some  240 
villages  within  an  area  com- 
parable to  one  of  Ohio's  larger 
counties.  The  synagogues  were 
surely  numerous  and  well  at- 
tended.—  Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 

NO  BAPTIST 

Due  to  our  policy  of  printing 
only  48  issues  a  year,  there  will 
not  be  a  Free  Will  Baptist  paper 
dated  February  29.  The  next 
issue  will  be  March  7. 
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Family  Devotion^ 


SUNDAY, 


36 


FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  30,  31 

DON'T  FORGET  PAST  MERCIES 
There  was  an  old  lady  who  dearly  loved  her 
Lord.  She  delighted  to  speak  of  His  past  mercies 
and  how  He  had  cared  for  her  needs  over  the 
years.  When  her  little  reserve  of  money  got  low, 
however,  she  became  very  fearful.  "It  will  not 
last  long, ' '  she  sadly  said.  A  neighbor  said  to  her, 
"What  has  happened  to  your  memory?  You  used 
to  tell  me  so  much  about  the  Lord's  goodness  to 
you.  Since  you  have  stopped  remembering  His 
past  goodness,  you  have  become  fearful.  You 
had  better  start  remembering  the  Lord's  past 
mercies! " 

Later,  the  old  lady  said  to  her  pastor,  "What 
a  much-needed  rebuke  I  received  from  that 
neighbor!  And  to  think  she  isn't  even  a  Chris- 
tian!" 


Worry  is  the  advance  interest  you  pay  on  troubles  that 
seldom  come. 


27 


MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 

Scripture  Reading— Numbers  32,  33 


LET  NOT  YOUR  HEART  BE  TROUBLED 
Though  all  the  world  be  troubled, 

And  men's  hearts  faint  with  fear 
At  the  danger  in  the  distance 

And  dangers  drawing  near; 
Though  every  help  should  fail  them 

On  which  their  hopes  are  stayed, 
"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 

Nor  let  it  be  afraid." 

Though  all  the  earth  be  troubled, 

And  its  foundations  shake, 
Though  raging  seas  shall  thunder, 

And  mighty  mountains  quake ; 
Though  lofty  walls  shall  crumble 

And  in  the  dust  be  laid, 
"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 

Nor  let  it  be  afraid." 


Though  all  your  way  be  troubled, 

And  bounds  and  landmarks  lost, 
Though  on  the  stormy  billows 

Your  little  bark  be  tossed, 
Though  all  around  be  changing, 

Here  let  your  mind  be  stayed, 
"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 

Nor  let  it  be  afraid.  " 


TUESDAY,  o8 
FEBRUARY 


Scripture  Reading— Numbers  34,  35 

A  SPIRITUAL  ST.  VITUS 

Thank  God,  some  dear  old  things  do  ri 
change.  We  work  ourselves  into  a  mental  ai 
spiritual  St.  Vitus.  We  make  mountains  out  of  o 
molehill  concerns  and  think  wisdom  will  die  wi 
us.  It  is  refreshing  to  remember  that,  long  aft 
our  stormy  issues  have  been  forgotten,  pla 
things  like  spring  and  mockingbirds  endui 
Why  so  hot,  little  man?  You  are  dizzy  fro 
modernity's  merry-go-round.  Your  storming  ai 
shouting  will  bring  you  only  high  blood  pressur 
Calm  yourself:  "the  woods  are  green  and  tl 
mockingbird  is  singing"  back  home! 

Let  me  relax,  throw  open  the  windows  of  n 
stuffy  little  soul  and  let  the  cooling  breezes  of 
better  world  sweep  through!  What  will  all  n 
petty  worries  amount  to  fifty  years  from  now*! 
will  rejoice  in  the  old  simplicities  which  no  mj 
can  take  away— like  spring  and  green  woods  ai 
mockingbirds. 


And,  better  still,  I  will  rest  my  soul  in  the  goodness  ofG\ 
and  His  amazing  grace,  that  saves  a  poor  sinner  like  me. 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 
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Scripture  Reading— Numbers  36 

GREEN  PASTURES 
Last  night  I  started  counting  sheep 

When  I  had  gone  to  bed, 
For  I  had  worries  large  and  small 

Which  drove  sleep  from  my  head. 
The  sheep  had  many  little  lambs, 

And  these  I  counted  too ; 
Thus  through  the  flock  I  went  until 

The  shepherd  came  in  view. 
And  then  I  thought,  "Why  spend  my  time 

In  simply  counting  sheep 
When  I  can  walk  with  Him  and  pray 

For  folk  who  cannot  sleep?" 
I  walked  with  Him  a  while,  and  then 

He  smiled  and  said  to  me, 
"Look  back;  where  are  your  worries  now?' 

But  not  one  could  I  see! 


16 


Worry,  like  a  rocking  chair,  will  give  you  something 
do,  but  it  won't  get  you  anywhere. 

THURSDAY,  1 
MARCH 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  1,  2 

USELESS  ANXIETY 
A  couple  started  off  to  ride  to  a  friend.  Tl 
morning  was  pleasant,   and  they  enjoy< 
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mselves  until  they  happened  to  remember  a 
/Jrtain  bridge  which  was  very  old  and  probably 
iisafe.  "I  shall  never  dare  to  go  over  that 
lidge,"  exclaimed  the  wife;  "and  we  can't  get 
Eross  the  river  any  other  way ! "  "Oh,"  said  the 
Ian,  "I  forgot  that  bridge.  It  is  a  bad  place ;  sup- 
jise  it  should  break  through  and  we  should  fall 
o  the  water  and  be  drowned! "  "Or,"  said  the 
man,  adding  to  his  complaint,  "suppose  you 
ould  step  on  a  rotten  plank  and  break  your  leg; 
at  would  become  of  me  and  the  baby?"  "I 
n't  know,"  responded  the  husband,  "what 
mid  become  of  any  of  us,  for  I  couldn't  work, 
ml  we  should  all  starve  to  death!"  So  the 
tygubrious  talk  ran  on  until  they  reached  the  spot 
"i/here  the  old  bridge  had  stood— and  lo,  they 
Irfscovered  that  since  they  had  been  there  it  had 
lien  replaced  with  a  new  one ! 


It  is  a  workman  pausing  a  moment  to  listen 
to  a  strain  of  music. 


||  All  their  anxiety  had  been  worse  than  useless. 

JRIDAY,  9 
JIARCH  * 

Iripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  3,  4 

DEEPFREEZE  WORSHIP 

Operation  Deepfreeze  was  the  U.S.  Navy's 
icpedition  to  the  Antarctic  where  intrepid  men 
tere  bedded  down  at  Little  America  and  where 
ie  temperature  went  to  ninety  degrees  below 
;ro.  Dr.  Paul  A.  Siple,  a  scientist,  was  a 
iember  of  the  exploration  group.  He  radioed  a 
lessage  to  the  Friendship  Bible  Class  which  he 
lught  at  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
/ashington,  DC,  saying,  "We  are  having 
Bgular  Sunday  services  in  which  Scripture  is 
jad  and  hymns  are  sung." 

A  London  housewife  had  the  correct  idea, 
ver  the  sink  in  the  kitchen  of  her  small  apart- 
lent  she  hung  a  motto  which  read:  "Divine  wor- 
lip  conducted  here  three  times  daily! " 


Though  we  may  worship  God  anywhere,  there  is  no 
tbstitute  for  collective  worship  in  God's  house  on  the  Lord's 
kyt:  "Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as 
,e  manner  of  some  is;  but  exhorting  one  another"  (Hebrews 
1:25). 


;aturday,  „ 

iIARCH 


cripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  5-7 

WHAT  IS  WORSHIP? 

It  is  the  soul  searching  for  its  counterpart. 

It  is  a  thirsty  land  crying  out  for  rain. 

It  is  a  man  listening  through  a  tornado  for 
he  Still  Small  Voice. 

It  is  a  sheep  lost  in  the  wilderness  pleading 
or  rescue  by  the  Good  Shepherd. 

It  is  a  soul  standing  in  awe  before  the 
nystery  of  the  universe. 

It  is  a  poet  enthralled  by  the  beauty  of 
unrise. 


It  is  a  hungry  heart  seeking  for  love. 

It  is  a  man  climbing  the  altar  stairs  to  God. 

SUNDAY,  d 
MARCH  * 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  8-10 

AS  GOD  SEES  IT 

A  story  is  told  in  which  a  man  went  to  church 
with  an  angel  as  his  guide.  Every  seat  in  the 
church  was  filled,  but  there  was  something 
strange  about  it  all.  The  organist  moved  his 
fingers  over  the  keys,  but  no  music  came  forth 
from  the  pipes.  The  choir  arose  to  sing,  and  their 
lips  moved,  but  not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard.  The 
pastor  stepped  to  the  pulpit  to  read  the  Scrip- 
tures, but  not  a  sound  was  heard. 

The  congregation  joined  in  repeating  the 
prayer,  but  not  a  single  sound  was  heard.  The 
pastor  again  stepped  to  the  pulpit,  and  went 
through  all  the  motions  of  preaching,  but  the 
man  with  the  angel  heard  nothing.  So  he  turned 
to  the  angel  and  said, 

"What  does  this  mean?  I  see  that  a  service  is 
being  held,  but  I  hear  nothing." 

The  angel  replied,  "You  hear  nothing 
because  there  is  nothing  to  be  heard.  You  see  this 
service  just  as  God  sees  it.  These  are  not  putting 
their  hearts  into  it,  and  so  God  hears  nothing.  He 
hears  only  that  which  comes  from  the  heart,  and 
not  that  which  comes  from  the  lips  only." 

As  the  angel  was  speaking,  back  in  the  last 
pew  they  heard  a  child  saying,  "Our  Father, 
which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name,"  etc. 
The  angel  said,  "You  are  hearing  the  only  part  of 
this  service  that  God  hears.  He  hears  this  little 
child's  prayer  because  she  means  what  she  says, 
and  puts  her  heart  and  soul  in  it." 


Enter  the  place  of  worship  a  little  before  the  service 
begins.  Enter  expectantly.  God  has  promised  to  meet  you 
there.  Whisper  a  prayer.  When  the  first  hymn  is  announced, 
open  your  hymnal  to  that  place.  If  you  cannot  sing,  follow  the 
words.  Bow  your  head  and  close  your  eyes  during  the  prayer. 
As  you  give,  pray  that  God  will  accept  the  gift.  During  the 
special  music,  be  attentive  and  prayerful.  When  the  minister 
preaches,  pray  for  him  and  listen  attentively.  Be  silent  ex- 
cept to  sing  or  to  say  "Amen!" 

MONDAY,  k 
MARCH 

Scripture  Reading -Deuteronomy  11-13 

WHEN  GOD  IS  BUT  A  NAME 
The  Jewish  rabbis  had  an  interesting  tradi- 
tion concerning  the  withdrawal  of  God's  glory 
from  the  temple.  There  came  a  time  when  the 
Shekinah,  the  holy  flame  in  the  cloud,  having 
waited  for  His  people  to  return  to  their  God, 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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departed  from  the  Holy  of  Holies  unto  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  where  it  waited  for  three  days,  if  per- 
chance they  would  repent,  and  then  went  "unto 
his  own  place."  When  such  a  thing  had  hap- 
pened, all  the  outer  observances  and  posturings 
no  longer  had  any  meaning  or  value.  From  such 
a  spiritual  "recession,"  what  tragic  conse- 
quences flow! 


Ah,  dark  the  shrine  whence  Light  has  gone! 

Cold,  cold  the  altar  when  the  flame 
Is  quenched,  and  desolate  and  lone 

My  soul  when  God  is  but  a  name! 

TUESDAY,  a 
MARCH  b 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  14-16 

A  DIAMOND  IN  THE  ROUGH 
One  night  a  boy  stood  under  a  street  lamp, 
swearing  like  a  sailor.  Dr.  Homer  Stuntz,  who 
believed  in  the  limitless  possibilities  of  even  bad 
boys  when  changed  by  God's  grace,  approached 
the  boy  and  began  jollying  with  him.  The  friendly 
approach  seemed  to  cause  the  boy  to  swear  all 
the  more.  Not  daunted  by  the  boy's  profanity, 
and  seeing  beneath  his  rough  exterior  great 
potentialities,  the  gentleman  invited  him  to 
become  a  member  of  his  Sunday  school  class. 
The  boy  promised  to  attend,  but  failed  to  do  so. 
The  faithful  teacher  did  not  become  discouraged, 
but  continued  to  invite  him  to  his  class. 

Finally  the  boy  began  to  attend  the  class.  He 
was  bullheaded,  irreverent,  and  the  "worst  boy 
in  the  class."  He  constantly  asked  questions 
which  nobody  could  answer.  Somehow  the 
faithful  and  patient  teacher  saw  behind  the 
tricky  questions  great  intelligence.  Time  passed. 
Then,  one  day,  Dr.  Stuntz  said,  "My  boy,  how 
would  you  like  to  go  to  college?"  "The  best  in  the 
world,"  replied  the  boy  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye. 
He  became  a  student  at  Northwestern  Universi- 
ty, where  he  made  good.  Later  he  became  a  pro- 
fessional ball  player.  One  Sunday  afternoon  he 
heard  the  gospel  preached  in  Chicago's  skid  row. 
He  was  convicted  of  sin  and  converted  to  the 
Saviour. 

Who  was  that  boy  in  whom  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  saw  great  possibilities  and  made  an  in- 
vestment the  dividends  of  which  can  never  be 
fully  computed  this  side  of  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ?  Billy  Sunday,  the  world-famed 
evangelist,  whose  faithful  preaching  and  soul- 
winning  ministry  brought  many  to  Christ. 


Of  that  faithful  Sunday  school  teacher,  Billy  Sunday  said 
after  fame  came  to  him,  "You  are  the  one  who  started  me  in 
the  right  direction. " 
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WEDNESDAY,  -  I 
MARCH  ' 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  17-20 

GIVE  TO  CHRIST  YOUR  YOUTHFUL  YEARS 

A  Sunday  school  teacher  became  deeply  con 
cerned  for  the  conversion  of  a  teenage  girl  in  hei! 
class.  Lovingly  and  earnestly  she  spoke  to  th^ 
girl  on  the  all-important  subject— her  soul'i 
salvation.  The  girl  listened  respectfully.  Sh< 
decided  against  Christ,  saying  that  in  later  yean 
she  would  give  consideration  to  her  relationshi] 
to  Christ.  The  teacher  went  away  with  a  sa< 
heart.  On  her  way  home,  she  thought  of  a  nove 
plan  to  impress  on  the  girl  the  unfairness  of  giv; 
ing  her  youthful  years  to  sin  and  then  turning  t< 
Christ  for  forgiveness.  Stopping  at  a  florist'! 
shop  she  bought  a  dozen  beautiful  roses.  She  kep 
the  roses  in  the  florist's  box  for  several  days 
Then  she  sent  them  to  the  girl.  The  girl  was 
elated  to  receive  the  gift  until  she  opened  the  boj 
and  saw  the  faded  and  wilted  flowers.  "Son* 
practical  joke  has  been  played  on  me,"  she  sai( 
disgustedly. 

Shortly  thereafter  the  teacher  called  on  th< 
girl  again.  The  girl  told  her  about  the  faded  roses 
she  had  received.  "I  sent  them,"  said  th< 
teacher.  "When  you  chose  not  to  give  Christ  youi 
youthful  years,  you  decided  to  present  to  Hiir 
later  a  life  faded  and  withered  like  those  roses!'. 


The  girl  answered,  "Teacher,  I  see  it.  It  will  not  be  thai 
way.  I  will  give  myself  to  Christ  right  now  and  live  for  Hit 
glory. " 

THURSDAY,  o 
MARCH 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  21-23 

TELL  WHAT  CHRIST  MEANS  TO  YOU 
An  humble  layman  was  asked  by  his  pasto* 
to  give  a  talk  before  a  large  congregation.  "I 
have  never  spoken  in  public,  and  I  don't  see  how 
I  could  talk  to  that  large  congregation.  My  knees 
would  shake  and  I  would  become  paralyzed  with 
fear,"  he  said.  "You  will  do  all  right,"  said  the, 
pastor.  "Just  tell  the  people  how  Christ  savecj 
you  and  what  He  means  to  you."  "For  Christ's 
sake,  I'll  make  the  effort,"  replied  the  man 
When  he  spoke,  all  fear  vanished. 


The  people  were  deeply  blessed  and  greatly  challenged 
to  give  their  best  in  service  to  God. 

FRIDAY,  Q 
MARCH  * 

Scripture  Reading -Deuteronomy  24-27 
ALL  V.I.P.'S 
All  have  a  share  in  the  beauty 
All  have  a  part  in  the  plan; 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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(Continued  from  Page  9) 
Honor  of  Ervin  G.  Foreman 


gy  Gene  Foreman,  Judy  Hutton,  Linda  Leggett,  Faye  Jones, 
and  Naomi  Tankard 
Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Ackiss 
By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon 

By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
w  Honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
m  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley 

By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Phillips 

By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Ryan  Craig  Simmons 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fentress  Simmons,  Creswell 
in  Memory  of  Fay  A.  Evans 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Worth  Aycock,  Fremont 
In  Memory  of  Zelbert  Cox 

By  Mrs.  Zelbert  Cox,  Grifton 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Orvin  B.  Everett  Jr. 

By  Cabin  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Beulaville 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cora  Mitchell 

By  the  Cora  Mitchell  Sunday  School  Class, 
First  Church,  Goldsboro 

Totals  82 
Note :  A  gift  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Lee  Summerlin  Jr. ,  was  incorrectly  reported 
in  the  February  15  issue.  The  gift  was  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Lee  Summerlin 
Sr. 
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$3,100 


February  28  7:30  p.m. 
March  2  7:30  p.m. 


March  9 


COMING  EVENTS 

Pierson  Lecture  in  College  Hall.  Speaker,  Nido  Qu- 

bein  of  High  Point,  North  Carolina. 

"Memories  and  Prospectives,"  a  film  depicting  the 

life  of  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer;  College  Auditorium  on 

the  Downtown  Campus. 

World  Missions  Conference  on  the  Downtown 

Campus. 

World  Missions  Rally  in  College  Hall.  Principal 
speaker  for  both  events  will  be  Dr.  William  Ben- 
nett, pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas. 


All  of  the  above  events  are  open  to  the  public  without  admission 
charge. 


9:30  a.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


WITNEY  THE  HOBO 

appearing  in 
Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
Saturday,  March  10,  1-2:30  p.m. 


HOME  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 


pertaining  to  government,  doc- 
trine, and  the  history  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will 
be  carefully  studied.  A  special 
training  for  Christian  service 
has  been  developed  for 
ministers  and  laymen  for  a  six- 
country  area  including:  New 
Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender, 
Columbus,  Bladen,  and  Onslow. 
This  program  will  coordinate 
with  the  Paul  Palmer  Institute 
Program  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege for  those  who  desire  to  ob- 
tain college  credits.  The  Wil- 
mington Mission  will  be  the 
center  for  this  training. 

There  are  numerous  other 
plans  in  the  working  toward  the 
growth  of  our  mission.  With 
God  being  the  Alpha  and 
Omega,  He  will  surely  be 
triumphant— as  this  little  mis- 
sion by  the  wayside  glows  for 
the  cause  of  Christ.  Small  in 
number,  but  I  can  vividly 
remember,  back  when  we  were 
down  in  the  dumps  and  feeling 
the  agony  of  defeat,  one  of  our 
most  outstanding  leaders  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination,  the  Rev.  David 
W.  Hansley,  said  to  us  while 
conducting  a  business  meeting, 
"We  may  not  be  large  in 
number— but  it's  QUALITY— 
NOT  QUANTITY -that  really 
counts."  We  must  remember  to 
PRAY  WITHOUT  CEASING 
and  keep  on  keeping  on.  We  ask 
please  for  each  of  you  to  sup- 
port Home  Missions,  and  fur- 
ther to  pray  for  us,  that  we  may 
GROW  A  CHURCH  in  the  fast- 
est growing  city  in  North 
Carolina. 

We  are  truly  excited  about 
our  new  beginning! 

First  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Mission 

4602  South  College  Road 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina  28403 
Phone:  919-395-2997 

Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley,  Pastor 
5611  Woodridge  Road 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina  28403 
Phone:  919-395-2466 


FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  18) 
What  does  it  matter  what  duty 
Falls  to  the  lot  of  man? 

Someone  must  blend  the  plaster 

And  someone  must  carry  the  stone ; 

Neither  the  man  nor  the  master 
Ever  has  builded  alone. 


Making  a  roof  from  the  weather 
Or  building  a  house  for  a  king, 
Only  by  working  together  have  men 
Ever  accomplished  a  thing. 


SATURDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  28 

BEING  OF  USE 
One  day  I  looked  at  myself, 

At  the  self  that  Christ  can  see ; 
I  saw  the  person  I  am  today, 

And  the  one  I  ought  to  be, 
I  saw  how  little  I  really  pray, 

How  little  I  really  do ; 
I  saw  the  influence  of  my  life, 

How  little  of  it  was  true ! 
I  saw  the  bundle  of  faults  and  fears 

I  ought  to  lay  on  the  shelf ; 
I  had  given  a  little  bit  to  God- 
But  I  hadn't  given  myself. 
I  came  from  seeing  myself, 

With  my  mind  made  up  to  be 
The  sort  of  person  that  Christ  can  use, 

With  a  heart  He  may  always  see. 


/  am  no  longer  anxious  about  anything,  as  I  realize  the 
Lord  is  able  to  carry  out  His  will,  and  His  will  is  mine.  It 
makes  no  matter  where  He  places  me,  or  how.  That  is  rather 
for  Him  to  consider  than  for  me;  for  in  the  easiest  positions 
He  must  give  me  His  grace,  and  in  the  most  difficult,  His 
grace  is  sufficient. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustrations,  Walter  B.  Knight. 


Discount  on 
All  In-stock 
Merchandise 
Now  Given  to 
Free  Will 
Baptist 
Ministers 
(cash  sales 
only). 
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BONHOEFFER 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
intrigue  and  stimulate  while  leaving  us  uncer- 
tain as  to  what  their  author  really  meant.  Some 
tentative  suggestions  about  his  thinking  during 
this  time  can  be  made,  however. 

He  drew  a  distinction  between  religion  and 
Christianity  and  suggested  that  man  no  longer 
needs  religion,  or  "the  God  of  gaps,"  to  explain 
the  unexplainable.  God,  through  the  Incarnate 
Christ,  is  in  the  world  and  must  be  recognized 
there.  God  is  known  through  Christ  in  living 
relationship  and  often  in  weakness  and  suffer- 
ing. Perhaps  his  disappointment  with  the  na- 
tional church  in  Germany  led  to  his  view  that 
the  church  is  not  an  institution;  but  rather,  like 
God,  incarnate  in  the  world. 

In  1944,  incriminating  documents  (connect- 
ing Bonhoeffer  with  the  group  behind  the  July 
20,  1944,  attempt  on  Hitler's  life)  were  found 
which  could  have  led  to  the  execution  of 
Bonhoeffer  and  others.  Hitler,  however,  wanted 
to  torture  them  in  order  to  trap  others  involved 
in  the  various  plots  against  his  life.  After  two 
transfers,  Bonhoeffer  was  taken  to  Flossen- 
burg,  an  extermination  camp.  During  these 
moves  he  acted  as  unofficial  chaplain  to  his 
fellow  prisoners  as  he  counseled  and  encour- 
aged them  in  the  face  of  the  constant  threat  of 
death. 

Finally,  a  special  order  came  down  from 
Himmler  that  Bonhoeffer  and  others  were  to  be 
executed.  When  they  came  to  take  him  away, 
he  sent  word  to  one  of  his  friends,  "This  is  the 
end— for  me  the  beginning  of  life."  Following  a 
mock  trial,  he  was  taken  outside  the  camp  and 
hanged  April  9,  1945.  The  last  scene  of  his  life 
was  recorded  by  the  camp  doctor  of  Flossen- 
burg: 

On  the  morning  of  the  day,  some  time  between  five  and 
six  o'clock,  the  prisoners,  among  them  Admiral 
Canaris,  General  Oster  and  Sack,  the  Judge  Advocate 
General,  were  led  out  of  their  cells  and  the  verdicts 
read  to  them.  Through  the  half -open  door  of  a  room  in 
one  of  the  huts  I  saw  Pastor  Bonhoeffer,  still  in  his 
prison  clothes,  kneeling  in  fervent  prayer  to  the  Lord 
his  God.  The  devotion  and  evident  conviction  of  being 
heard  that  I  saw  in  the  prayer  of  this  intensely  cap- 
tivating man,  moved  me  to  the  depths.  At  the  place  of 
execution,  he  again  said  a  short  prayer  and  then 
climbed  the  steps  to  the  gallows,  brave  and  composed. 
His  death  ensued  after  a  few  seconds.  In  the  almost  fif- 
ty years  that  I  worked  as  a  doctor,  I  have  hardly  ever 
seen  a  man  die  so  entirely  submissive  to  the  will  of 
God. 

Several  days  after  his  death  the  camp  was 
liberated  by  the  Allied  forces.  A  month  later, 
Nazi  Germany  fell. 
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BOARD  OF 
FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 

N.C.  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

Harold  Jones,  Director- Treasurer 

P.O.  Box  38 

Ayden,  NC  28513-0038 

Phone  (919)  746-4963 


T'  he  van  der  Plas  Family  will  leave  the  Raleigh-Durham  Airport  on  March  16, 
1984,  bound  for  the  Philippines.  Let's  have  all  the  needed  funds  for  the  Palawan 
Bible  Institute  Printing  Department  Building  at  that  time! 

The  Foreign  Missions  Department  has  been  requesting  funds  for  the  construction  of 
this  facility  since  last  March.  As  of  this  printing,  the  Department  still  needs  $9,155.48. 

This  building  will  be  1,840  square  feet  and  has  a  construction  cost  figured  at  $15  a 
square  foot.  This  building  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  needs  on  the  field  at  this 
time.  The  equipment  which  will  be  used  in  the  printing  operation  presently  sits  idle  in 
crates  while  people  are  dying  without  the  gospel. 

As  Free  Will  Baptists,  we  have  done  many  things  during  the  past  year— but  we  have 
not  met  this  need.  Let's  do  so  before  the  van  der  Plas  Family  leaves  the  States. 
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Commitment:  the  Bottom  Line 

Surely,  you've  noticed.  Whenever  anything  really  impor  I 
tant  needs  to  be  done,  a  few  people  do  a  lot,  some  do  "some,'  I 
and  many  do  precious  little— if  anything  at  all.  But  if  it  turns 
out  well,  everyone  likes  to  get  the  credit.  It's  almost  a  fact  oi 
life. 

But  you've  probably  realized  this— especially  if  you  are 
one  of  those  people  who've  done  more  than  your  share,  if  you 
are  one  who  has  given  your  all  because  others  don't  seem  to  be 
able  to  get  their  acts  together.  This  whole  matter  becomes 
more  disheartening  when  you  see  those  same  people  giving 
first-rate  efforts  to  second-rate  causes,  while  they  give 
second-rate  efforts  to  first-rate  causes. 

Now  I  call  living  the  Christian  life  a  first-rate  cause.  At 
least  that  is  the  way  Jesus  saw  it.  He  said,  "Go,  then,  to  people 
everywhere  and  make  them  my  disciples"  (paraphrased); 
but  He  didn't  add,  "if  you  have  time,"  "until  something  better 
comes  along,"  "while  times  are  good,"  "while  the  children 
are  home,"  or  even  "after  you've  finished  what  you  are 
doing."  Affirming  Jesus  as  Lord  means  taking  Him 
seriously— but  we  do  not.  We  prefer  playing  games— and  we 
might  as  well  know  this  is  not  a  winning  proposition.  Affirming ; 
Jesus  as  Lord  means  living  a  committed  life. 

But  commitment  is  not  popular. 

At  the  conclusion  of  an  in-depth  Bible  study,  the  par- 
ticipants began  singing,  "I  Have  Decided  to  Follow  Jesus." 
Out  of  the  sea  of  singing  voices,  a  strong,  male  voice  could  be 
heard.  Speaking  into  a  microphone,  the  young  man  asked,  "If 
you  really  have  decided  to  follow  Jesus,  what  are  you  going  to 
do  about  it?  Can  you  honestly  say  you'll  follow  Him  'no  turning 
back'  like  the  song  says?  If  not,  why  are  you  singing?  Are  you 
sure  you  know  what  it  means  to  follow  Jesus?  It's  not  easy, 
you  know.  How  come  you  are  singing,  'I  Have  Decided  to 
Follow  Jesus'  if  you  really  don't  know  what  that  means?  Have 
you  really  counted  the  cost?" 

A  few  people  dropped  out  on  the  next  verse :  '  'Tho  none  go 
with  me,  I  still  will  follow." 

And  the  speaker  continued.  "That's  a  very  bold  statement 
you're  making.  Do  you  mean  you  would  have  the  courage  to  j 
get  up  from  the  front  of  this  auditorium  and  walk  out  in  front  of 
all  of  these  people  if  they  chose  not  to  follow  Jesus  but  you  did? 
Are  you  absolutely  willing  to  be  the  only  one  doing  what  you  \ 
feel  you  have  to  do  in  order  to  follow  Jesus?" 

The  singing  got  weaker. 

"My  cross  I'll  carry  till  I  see  Jesus." 

And  his  comments  continued:  "A  lot  of  people  say  that.  A  j 
lot  of  people  want  it  to  be  that  way.  But  their  commitment 
wavers  as  time  passes.  There  are  all  kinds  of  people  who  were 
active  Christians  a  couple  of  years  ago  who  are  now  very 
nominally  interested.  Are  you  willing  to  carry  that  cross 
literally  until  you  see  Jesus?  So  many  people  get  weak  along 
the  way.  What  makes  you  think  you  are  different?" 

Enough  said,  he  sat  down. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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PHIL  SHEPARD : 
a  Young  Man 

With  a 
Vision 


He  is  dedicated. 
He  is  committed. 

This  twenty-year-old  is  so  intensely  com- 
Itted  to  Christ— and  to  making  Him 
town— that  it  is  refreshing. 

"Did  you  read  the  sign  hanging  over  Phil's 
Isk?"  Scott  asked  as  we  were  getting  in  the 
cr. 

"Yes,"  I  half-answered,  my  mind  busily 
Resting  all  I  had  heard.  How  could  I  miss  it? 
[lis  not  every  college  student  who  has  a  poster 
lie  that  in  his  room.  The  sign  very  simply 
Bjeried: 

3hil,  have  you  exercised  your  body  and  your 
spirit  and  your  mind  and  your  heart  today? 

Love,  Jesus 

•  ffi  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


by  Janie  Jones  Sowers 


That  poster  was  just  one  more  item  that 
pointed  to  his  "specialness,"  the  commitment 
that  almost  seems  to  compel  him. 

You  see,  Scott  and  I  had  gone  to  Raleigh  to 
spend  some  time  with  Phil  Shepard,  a  junior  at 
North  Carolina  State  University.  We  first  met 
Phil  several  years  ago  when  he  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  State  Youth  Convention, 
we  have  worked  with  him  since  then,  but  we 
came  to  really  know  and  appreciate  him  that 
Friday  several  weeks  ago. 

Phil  did  not  grow  up  in  a  church-going 
family,  and  he  points  to  his  mother's  early 
demise  as  being  a  life-changing  event.  ( She 
died  when  he  was  in  the  fourth  grade.)  He 
learned  early  that  people  cannot  be  taken  for 
granted— and  he  came  to  see  how  close  man  is 
to  death— he  can  die  at  any  age;  he  realized 
man's  need  for  salvation.  Phil  makes  it  quite 
clear  that  God  has  shown  him  these  things  in 
order  that  he  might  "lead  others  to  Jesus." 

Phil  accepted  Christ  as  his  Saviour  in  1977, 
and  he  united  with  First  Church,  Wilson, 
several  years  later.  At  present,  he  is  working 
toward  becoming  a  licensed  minister,  feeling 
that  "God  has  called  me  to  preach  His  gospel." 

At  North  Carolina  State  University,  Phil  is 
very  active  in  Inter- Varsity  Christian 
Fellowship,  a  student  group  which  exists  to 
establish,  assist,  and  encourage  students  and 
faculty  members  who  witness  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  God  Incarnate.  Inter- Varsity  Chris- 
tian Fellowship  seeks  to  lead  others  to  a  per- 
sonal faith  in  Christ,  to  help  Christians  grow 
toward  maturity  as  disciples  of  Christ  through 
Bible  study,  prayer  and  Christian  fellowship. 

The  Inter- Varsity  Christian  Fellowship  also 
presents  the  call  of  God  to  the  world  mission  of 
the  Church,  and  in  so  doing,  helps  Christians 
discover  God's  role  for  them.  One  way  it  does 
so  is  through  the  STEM  (Student  Training  in 
Missions)  program. 


Since  1972,  STIM  has  been  stimulating  stu- 
dent interest  in  world  missions,  and  equipping 
students  to  effectively  communicate  the  gospel 
in  another  culture.  This  program  has  earned  a 
reputation  for  quality— quality  in  students  and 
quality  in  training.  Practical  training  in  com- 
munication across  cultures,  plus  a  first-hand 
introduction  to  missions  as  a  career  gives 
students  an  unparalleled  experience.  This 
training  program  lasts  nine  months.  Par- 
ticipants are  carefully  screened  to  assure 
Christian  maturity,  ministry  ability,  and  poten- 
tial to  handle  the  stress  of  a  foreign  culture. 

Each  student  participating  in  STIM  is  re- 
quired to  raise  part  of  the  STIM  budget  for  the 
year.  The  individual  cost  averages  $3,200, 
which  includes  training,  travel,  room  and 
board,  other  ministry  expenses,  and  overhead. 
The  total  budget  for  the  team  (which  this  year 
consists  of  218  persons)  must  be  met  before  any 
student  leaves  for  an  internship;  this  year's 
deadline  is  May  7. 

Phil  Shepard  has  been  accepted  through 
the  STIM  program  and  will  work  in  cooperation 
with  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  the  Philippines 
this  summer.  This  is  where  Phil  wants  to 
serve.  In  order  to  do  so,  he  needs  to  raise  his 
portion  of  the  STIM  budget:  $3,200. 

I  would  personally  encourage  everyone 
reading  this  to  make  whatever  contribution 
possible  to  this  cause.  Moneys  can  be  sent  to 
the  Foreign  Missions  Board,  Box  38,  Ayden,  NC 
28513,  and  appropriately  earmarked.  But  Phil 
needs  more  than  our  money— he  needs  our 
prayerful  support.  This  young  man  needs  our 
encouragement— now  and  later.  If  you  would 
like  to  contact  him,  his  address  is:  Phil 
Shepard,  1616  Hillsborough,  Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

Several  weeks  ago  Phil  looked  at  me  and 
asked,  "Janie,  will  you  help  me?"  This  ques- 
tion nearly  haunts  me,  for  I  realize  the  poten- 
tial of  one  per- 
son who  has  a 
vision  of  lost 
souls  in  need  of 
a  Saviour;  I  also 
know  that  Phil 
wants  to  be  used 
of  God  to  meet 
this  awesome 
need.  Without 
reservation  I 
whole-heartedly 
respond:  "Yes, 
Phil,  I  promise 
I'll  do  what  I 
can  to  help 
you."  A  friend 
always,  Janie. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  NURTURES, 

;| 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

Part  III:  Nurturing  Through  Equipping  (| 
selves  for  the  Educational  Ministry 

One  of  the  best  things  we  can  do  as  and  1 
teachers  is  to  be  constantly  studying  and 
undergoing  training  to  increase  our  knowled 
and  improve  our  skills  in  Christian  educatio 
When  is  the  last  time  you  read  a  book  or  at 
tended  a  training  class  on  Christian  educati 
Such  training  and  study  will  equip  us  to 
minister  to  our  teachers  and  will  give  them 
added  incentive  to  study  and  undergo  trainii 
We  are  right  back  to  the  matter  of  being  goc 
examples. 

Numerous  opportunities  for  training  are, 
available.  Let  me  share  a  few. 

First,  the  Paul  Palmer  Institute  offers 
many  courses  which  would  be  beneficial  for 
pastors  and  superintendents.  Why  not  conta( 
the  pastors  and  superintendents  in  the  churd 
around  you  and  plan  to  have  some  of  these 
courses  taught  in  your  community?  Frank  H' 
rison,  director  of  the  Institute,  will  be  glad  t< 
work  with  you. 

Second,  the  State  Sunday  School  Conven 
tion  offers  workshops  each  year  on  various  , 
aspects  of  Christian  education.  Also,  it  is  pla; 
ning  to  update  its  certificate  program  to  offe| 
one  especially  for  pastors  and  superintendent 
Contact  Stanley  Jenkins  or  Chris  Singleton  ft 
further  information  on  what  the  Convention  < 
fers. 

Third,  an  opportunity  for  invaluable  trail 
ing  is  open  to  you  every  Sunday  morning. 
Pastors,  what  do  you  usually  do  while  classei 
are  in  session?  With  the  prior  knowledge  of  t 
teachers,  why  not  use  that  time  to  sit  in  on 
classes?  Also,  you  could  arrange  to  teach  or 
team  teach  some  of  the  classes.  Make  it  a  go1 
to  teach  every  class  at  least  once  a  year.  Yoi! 
could  start  with  the  preschoolers  and  go  righf 
through  the  older  adults.  The  practical 
knowledge  and  experience  you  receive  will  bj 
of  enormous  benefit  to  you.  Your  understand]" 
of  and  appreciation  for  teachers  will  be  great' 
increased  as  well ! 

Fourth,  there  is  no  substitute  for  persona 
study  and  reading.  This  includes  books  and  a 
tides  on  Christian  education,  as  well  as  studj 
ing  the  Sunday  school  lesson  each  week.  In  tt 
next  article  I  will  recommend  some  books  an 
resources  which  every  pastor  and  superinten 
dent  should  have  and  read,  and  tell  you  how  1 
obtain  these  resources. 
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HE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY 
I  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 
(Continued  from  Last  Issue) 


A  Gall  to  Discipline 

ife  have  a  serious  problem  in 
denomination  with  those 
after  receiving  ordination 
that  they  do  not  need  any 
;her  preparation.  How  is  it 
grown  men  can  assume 
I  the  church  needs  what  they 
re  to  offer  as  pastors, 
chers  and  spiritual  advisors 
in  they  are  unwilling  to  sub- 
to  discipline  themselves— 
discipline  of  study  and 
rning? 

bw  much  education  does 
need  to  be  a  minister?  The 
Jfewer  to  that  question 
J|ends  on  what  kind  of  foun- 
■ion  is  needed  to  build  a  life- 
lie  of  ministry.  In  response  to 
l|  question  put  to  him  by  a 
linger  minister,  the  president 
■fie  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
wi  replied,  "It  doesn't  take 
Ich  foundation  to  build  a 
cken  coop."  Some  have 
shed  high  school  or  even 
pleted  a  year  or  more  in 
ege  and  apparently  see  no 
^d  to  continue  their  educa- 
ii. 

|  jly  observation  is  that  once  a 
r  ,n  is  ordained  and  is  called  to 
wve  as  pastor  of  a  church,  he 
;es  strong  temptation  to  lay 
lis  plans  to  finish  college, 
rose  who  continue  in  school  do 
;  because  they  believe  in  the 
l|erent  value  of  education  for 
I  ministry;  those  who  do  not 
§  seldom  held  accountable  by 
1  churches  which  they  serve, 
left  ministers  only  perpetuate 
v,  conditions  which  allow 
Jim  to  neglect  further  study, 
fey  do  not  build  congrega- 
iwis  which  desire  a  better 
iiicated  ministry. 
i  heavy  responsibility  rests 
t  those  who  have  tried  to  ob- 
m  the  best  education  they 
ilssibly  could,  including 
$ological  training.  Such  men 
ilow   that   the    value  of 
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ministerial  education  is  made 
more  evident  by  their  ministry 
or  else  they  give  occasion  for 
those  who  doubt  its  value  to 
question  it  openly.  Those  who 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
earn  a  theological  degree  must 
not  wear  their  degree  like  a 
badge  but  reach  out  to  the  least 
of  God's  children  and  nurture 
them  toward  maturity  in 
Christ.  There  is  no  escaping  the 
dictum  that  "to  whom  much  is 
committed  shall  much  be  re- 
quired." 

Four- Year  Program  at 
Mount  Olive  College 

Two  years  ago  a  committee 
was  chosen  representing  the 
various  conferences  and  cer- 
tain boards  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion to  assist  us  in  developing  a 
curriculum  for  the  education  of 
ministers  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. When  that  committee 
completed  its  work,  ours  was 
the  first  curriculum  plan  to  be 
submitted  to  the  faculty  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees  as  part  of  the 
development  of  a  four-year  pro- 
gram. As  we  offer  the  junior 
year  in  1984-85  we  begin  to  ac- 
tualize the  plans  for  providing  a 
baccalaureate  degree  in 
religion  and  in  church 
ministries. 

There  are  many  of  our 
ministers  who  are  presently 
serving  in  the  churches  who 
need  to  take  advantage  of  the 
educational  opportunities  at 
Mount  Olive.  We  are  trying  to 
identify  them  and  encourage 
them  to  enroll.  We  are  trying  to 
make  it  as  convenient  for  them 
as  possible  by  arranging  upper- 
division  courses  in  religion  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  and 
other  courses  at  night.  Scholar- 
ships and  other  forms  of  finan- 
cial aid  are  also  being  provided 
to  assure  that  those  who  want  to 
learn  have  that  opportunity. 


We  need  your  help  in 
recruiting  these  persons  for 
further  study  as  well  as  in  iden- 
tifying young  men  and  women 
who  ought  to  consider  a  church 
vocation  and  begin  to  prepare 
for  it. 

RETIREMENT  HOMES 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
JANUARY,  1984 
Total,  $2,464.87 
ALBEMARLE 

Mount  Tabor  $  50.00 

Sidney  189.11 
Union  Meeting  12.05 
Total  $251.16 


CAPE  FEAR 

Casey's  Chapel 
Total 

CENTRAL 

Aspen  Grove 
Ayden 
Edge  wood 
Hugo 

Ormondsville 
Rose  of  Sharon 
Saratoga 
Sweet  Gum  Grove 
Winterville 
Total 

EASTERN 

Bethel 
Core  Creek 
Deep  Run 
Faith  (Brunswick) 
Grants  Chapel 
Kinston,  First 
Russell's  Creek 
Saints  Delight 
Smith's  New  Home 
Sound  View 
Welcome  Home 
Whaley's  Chapel 
Total 

WESTERN 

Calvary 
Flood's  Chapel 
Free  Union 
Friendship 
Little  Rock 
People's  Chapel 
Piney  Grove 
Pleasant  Hill 
Sherron  Acres 
Union  Number  2 
Watson's  Grove 
Wilson,  First 
Youth  Fellowship 
Total 

STATEWIDE 

St.  Cloud,  First  (Florida) 
Total 


$197.00 
$197.00 


$110.00 
10.00 
5.00 
25.00 
100.00 
50.00 
114.00 
68.25 
20.00 
$502.25 


$100.00 
110.00 
17.04 
2.00 
66.00 
125.00 
5.00 
150.00 
40.00 
100.00 
50.00 
100.00 
$865.04 


$  59.92 
7.00 
25.00 
20.00 
75.00 
25.00 
62.50 
50.00 
20.00 
30.00 
40.00 
155.00 
75.00 

$644.42 


$  5.00 
$  5.00 


News  81  Notes 


THE  LESTERS  TO  BE  IN  CONCERT 


The  Leaters 

The  Lesters,  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  will  be  in  concert  at 
Christian  Chapel  Church  on  Sunday,  March  11,  at  11  a.m.  Everyone 
is  invited  to  attend. 

The  Lesters  are  truly  one  of  America's  best  loved,  best  known 
and  most  talented  family  entertainment  groups  today.  They  began 
in  gospel  music  more  than  fifty  years  ago  and  over  the  years  have 
consistently  thrilled  thousands  of  people  all  over  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  overseas.  "Ain't  God  Good,"  their  first  nationally  ac- 
claimed hit,  was  rated  in  the  top  40  in  gospel  music  by  the  Singing 
News  for  over  17  months  and  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  top  50  songs 
in  the  nation. 


Two  Brothers  Receive  Pins 


Wayne  and  Dwayne  Whitley 

Recently  two  brothers, 
Wayne  and  Dwayne  Whitley, 
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were  presented  their  tenth 
perfect  attendance  Sunday 
school  pins  by  Superintendent 
Tysula  Smith  and  Teacher 
Kathryn  Ricks.  The  presenta- 
tion came  during  the  morning 
worship  service  as  the  entire 
congregation  of  the  First 
Church,  Rocky  Mount,  cele- 
brated with  these  young 
gentlemen  in  their  achieve- 
ment. The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Mark  S.  Hobbs,  encouraged 
everyone  to  strive  for  their 
special  goals  in  attendance  by 
committing  themselves  in 
Christian  service  to  God  and  to 
our  fellowman. 


Wintergreen  Church  Expect 
A  Great  Revival 

The  Wintergreen  Chur 
Route  1,  Cove  City,  has  revi 
services  scheduled  for  Mai 
19  through  23.  The  time  of 
services  is  7:30  p.m.  The  R 
Jeff  Scarborough,  pastor 
Shady  Grove  Church  n< 
Spivey's  Corner,  will  be 
guest  evangelist.  A  wonder 
time  in  the  Lord  is  expec 
each  night. 

"God  has  rightly  blessed 
Wintergreen  Church,"  repo 
the  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  past 
"Over  the  past  year  we  hsj 
seen  a  notable  increase  in  b<j 
attendance  and  financial  si 
port,  but  what's  more  impj 
tant  is  that  there  has  beer! 
dynamic  spiritual  growth— 1 
power  and  presence  of  God  i 
felt  in  every  service  and 
praise  God  for  this." 

The  pastor  and  congregati 
invite  all  to  attend  this  week 
revival. 

. 

Valentine  Dinner  Held  at 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church 

Having  enjoyed  sweethe 
banquets  presented  by 
adults  for  several  years, 
young  people  of  St.  Mar 
Grove  Church,  Bens< 
reciprocated  Saturday  eveni 
February  11,  by  presenting 
entire  church  with  a  delicii 
dinner  and  special  entert^ 
ment. 

Under  the  direction  of 
YFA  leaders,  Paula  and  Dar 
Coates,  the  young  peo] 
decorated  the  chur 
fellowship  hall  with  red  s 
white  streamers  extendi 
from  the  center  of  the  ceilinf 
the  outer  walls,  along  with  i 
and  white  flower 
rangements,  candles  and  wh 
tablecloths. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  me| 
red  velvet  cake  was  served 
dessert  after  which  enterta 
ment  was  presented  by 
youth  auxiliaries.  A  good  tiifi 
was  had  by  all. 
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Hvival  Services  in  Progress 
]|Robert's  Grove  Church 

e$jtevival  services  are  in  prog- 
iis   through   March   9,  at 
"Ibert's  Grove  Church,  Route 
e|jDunn.  The  evangelist  is  the 
w.  Dean  Kennedy  of  Pink 
.1,    pastor    of  Haymount 
urch,  Fayetteville.  There  is 
;cial  music  each  night.  The 
le  of  the  services  is  7 : 30  p.m. 
'he  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jerry 
en,  and  the  church  member- 
p  ask  that  everyone  be  much 
prayer,  that  many  Christians 
1  rededicate  their  lives  to  the 
rd,  that  many  backsliders 
1  be  reborn;  and  that  many 
lis  will  be  saved  as  a  result  of 
jse  services. 

'he  public  is  invited  to  come 
i  worship  in  the  remainder 
these  services. 


ith  Church  Selects 
liman  of  the  Year 


irenda  Leonard  receives  flower  from 
otherhood  member  of  Faith  Church. 


.The  Faith  Church  in  Leland, 
forth  Carolina,  had  a  Chris t- 
las  party  at  the  Steak  House. 
I|  was  there  that  the  Woman's 
H|ixiliary  of  the  church  elected 
i woman  of  the  year  for  1983. 
'ie  lady  that  they  elected  was 
]pnda  Leonard. 
jBrenda  was  chosen  because 
her  highly  shown  support  of 
le  young  people.  She  is  Youth 
-fiader  for  the  AFC  and  YFA, 
J5  well  as  the  Cherubs.  The 
;|)ung  people  really  love  her. 
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Among  the  things  she  did  with 
the  youth  in  1983  was  a  camping 
trip,  and  a  trip  to  visit  the  nurs- 
ing home.  It  was  at  the  nursing 
home  that  the  young  people  had 
fun  singing  songs  and  praying 
with  the  old  people. 

Brenda  is  not  only  active  with 
the  young  people,  she  is  active 
with  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
She  also  helps  clean  the  church. 

The  Brotherhood  of  the 
church  helped  the  women  elect 
her.  To  show  their  apprecia- 
tion, the  Brotherhood  presented 
her  a  flower. 

Revival  in  Progress 
At  Hugo  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  prog- 
ress through  March  9  at  Hugo 
Church.  The  time  of  the  ser- 
vices is  7:30  p.m.  The 
evangelist  is  the  Rev.  Francis 
Garner  from  Newport.  There  is 
special  music  each  night.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  the 
remainder  of  these  services. 

The  pastor  of  the  Hugo 
Church  is  the  Rev.  Tom  Miller. 
The  church  is  located  on  Route 
2,  Grifton,  one  mile  east  of 
Hugo. 

Piedmont  Women  to  Meet 

The  Piedmont  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary District  Meeting  will  be 
March  17,  at  House  of  Prayer 
Church,  Kernersville. 

Oak  Grove  Church  Has 
Sweetheart  Banquet 

On  Saturday  night,  February 
11,  at  Oak  Grove  Church,  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  honored  the 
church's  youth  with  a  valentine 
sweetheart  banquet.  This  was 
enjoyed  by  many  youths  and 
adults.  A  special  thanks  goes  to 
Louise  Gardner  and  to  all  the 
ladies  who  helped  prepare  the 
food. 

Piedmont  Conference  Holds 
Quarterly  Meeting 

The  Piedmont  Conference 
held  its  quarterly  meeting  at 
Cathedral  Church  in  Durham 
on  January  28,  1984. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Montsinger 
spoke  for  morning  devotions, 


and  the  Rev.  John  Furr  brought 
the  message  at  the  morning 
worship  hour.  Both  did  a  fine 
job  as  the  services  were  en- 
joyed by  all. 

The  Ordination  Council  met 
and  approved  and  licensed  Ms. 
Doris  Pinyan  from  the  House  of 
Prayer  in  Kernersville  and  Tim 
Stewart  from  Rescue  Church  in 
Thomasville.  They  will  be 
under  the  watchcare  of  the 
church  for  one  year. 

Thanks  go  to  Cathedral 
Church  for  the  fine  hospitality 
and  the  fine  meal  they  served 
at  lunch. 

First  Church  of 
Warsaw  Honors  Pastor 


> 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Foy  Futrelle 

The  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Warsaw  honored  its 
pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
Foy  and  Hattie  Futrelle,  on 
their  40th  wedding  anniver- 
sary, January  25, 1984.  The  cou- 
ple was  honored  with  a  recep- 
tion in  the  fellowship  building  of 
the  church.  They  were 
presented  a  salad  server  from 
the  church. 

Revival  in  Progress 

At  Watery  Branch  Church 

Revival  services  are  in  prog- 
ress through  March  9  at 
Watery  Branch  Church,  Route 
2,  Stantonsburg.  The  Rev.  A.  G. 
Smith  of  Kinston  is  the 
evangelist.  The  time  of  the  ser- 
vices is  7:30  p.m.  There  is 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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special  singing  each  night.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats, 
and  the  church  membership 
cordially  invite  everyone  to  at- 
tend the  remainder  of  these  ser- 
vices. 

Installation  Service  for  the 
Rev.  Bass  Michael  Mitchell 


The  Rev.  Bass  M.  Mitchell 


In  acts  of  reverence,  friend- 
ship, renewal,  installation,  and 
fellowship,  a  most  fitting  ser- 
vice was  held  for  the  Rev. 
Bass  M.  Mitchell  on  February 
19,  1984,  at  the  Ayden  Church. 

The  call  to  worship— asking 
God  to  hear  their  prayers— was 
brought  by  the  choir,  followed 
by  the  invocation  and  the  pray- 
ing in  unison  of  "The  Lord's 
Prayer." 

The  anthem  by  the  choir, 
"The  Family  of  God,"  was 
presented  after  which  the 
Scripture  lesson,  2  Corinthians 
5:20—6:13,  was  read  by  Ger- 
trude Whitehurst;  and  in- 
troductory thoughts  were 
brought  by  Janice  Butler, 
which  impressed  upon  the  con- 
gregation the  solemn  respon- 
sibility of  the  relationship 
which  they  have  undertaken.  It 
was  also  impressed  upon  the 
group  that  if  they  seek  God's 
guidance  they  will  find  divine 
help  to  carry  through  their  mis- 
sion. 

Ross  Persinger,  mayor  of 
Ayden,  was  an  honored  guest 
bringing   greetings   to  the 
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Mitchells  from  the  town  of 
Ayden  and  the  community.  His 
remarks  of  welcome  were  with 
love  and  encouragement.  Also, 
in  attendance  were  the  parents 
of  the  Mitchell  family. 

The  morning  message  en- 
titled "The  Challenge  and  the 
Willingness  to  Serve"  was 
brought  by  Mary  Alice  Daven- 
port. She  impressed  upon  the 
group  that  a  minister  goes  to  a 
congregation  to  carry  on  many 
responsibilities  and  as  he 
undertakes  the  task  of  leading 
the  church,  he  needs  the  help  of 
every  member  to  achieve  the 
high  goals  that  are  to  be 
reached  by  joint,  sustained  ef- 
fort. The  minister  must  be  free 
to  express  the  Word  of  God,  as 
God  gives  him  the  insight  to  see 
it.  A  minister  is  responsible  to 
God,  but  so  is  the  congregation. 
In  her  closing  remarks,  she 
stated  that  Bass  said:  "Here 
am  I  (Lord) ;  send  me."  Will  we 
be  willing,  when  there  is  a  task 
we  can  do,  to  call  out  to  him: 
"Here  am  I;  send  me?"  Let 
him  be  our  minister,  serving  all 
the  congregation.  Let  him  be 
our  pastor,  sharing  with  us  both 
our  joys  and  our  sorrows.  Let 
him  be  the  spiritual  leader  of 
our  church! 

A  special  musical  selection, 
"The  Lord's  Prayer,"  was 
rendered  by  Angelene  Venters. 

The  solemn  covenant  was 
bestowed  upon  Bass  by  Melvin 
Fussell,  chairman  of  the  board, 
at  which  time  Bass  made  his 
declaration.  He  reaffirmed  his 
ordination  vows  and  pledged  to 
be  a  pastor  to  the  congregation, 
to  nurture  them  in  the  truth  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  all  with 
God's  help.  Bass  then 
presented  his  testimony  in  song 
with  "I  Would  Be  True." 

Jesse  Corbett,  Wilson 
Venters,  Nina  Fussell,  and 
Todd  Venters,  representatives 
of  various  areas  of  church 
work,  vowed  pledges  of 
cooperation,  leadership, 
responsibility,  fellowship,  har- 
mony and  love  as  the  family  of 
God.  The  congregation  then 
repeated  the  vow  of  covenant 


affirming  their  membership;! 
Christ's  Church  and  faji 
to  their  Lord  Jesus  ChrA' 
to  cooperate  with  Past 
Mitchell;  and  to  extend  t 
gospel  in  its  purity  and  power 
the  community,  and  to  their 
most  ability,  around  the  wo: 
and  pledging  love  and  supp< 
to  Bass  in  doing  the  work  of  t 
Lord. 

Following  the  prayer  of  : 
stallation,  the  pronounceme 
of  installation  to  Bass  w 
given  by  Chairman  Fussell 
which  time  he  and  Mayor  P< 
singer  extended  the  right  ha 
of  fellowship. 

After  the  presentation  of 
plaque  to  Bass  expressi; 
abiding  love  and  support, 
joined  in  singing  "Blest  Be  t; 
Tie  That  Binds,"  followed  i 
the  benediction  by  Past' 
Mitchell. 

Red  carnations  were  ■ 
sented  to  each  participant.  . 
arrangement  of  red  carnatic 
and  white  daisies  was  placed 
the  church  by  the  Tripp  fam 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  Verni 
Tripp  for  this  special  occasicj 

Evangelistic  Services 
At  Rosebud  Church 

Evangelism  March  '84  is 
special  evangelistic  effort  t 
ing  place  during  the  month 
March  at  Rosebud  Church, 
7:30   p.m.,    each  Wednesc 
evening.  The  speakers  for  ' 
series  will  be  the  Rev.  Buc 
Sasser,     Pleasant  Gro 
Church,  Pikeville,  on  March 
the    Rev.    Walter  Suttc 
Macedonia  Church,  Ernul, 
March   14;    the   Rev.  T. 
Farmer,  Tee's  Chapel  Chur 
Smithfield,  on  March  21;  a 
the  Rev.  Robert  May,  Hick( 
Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie, 
March  28.  There  will  be  spec 
singing  each  night.  This  is 
ing  sponsored  by  the  Roset 
Woman's  Auxiliary. 

Rosebud  Church  is  local 
just  off  Highway  301,  north 
Wilson,  near  the  Firestc 
Plant. 
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SONG  AND  PUPPET  SERVICE 
SCHEDULED  AT  MARLBORO  CHURCH 


"The  Carroll  Puppets 


The  Gospelaires" 


"The  Gospelaires"  and  "The  Carroll  Puppets"  of  Roanoke 
lipids  will  be  the  featured  guests  at  the  evening  worship  service  at 
nrlboro  Church  on  Sunday,  March  11.  These  groups  will  present 
i  gospel  by  means  of  their  vocal  and  puppetry  skills. 

Marlboro  Church  is  located  on  Highway  264,  near  Farmville, 
ifa  is  pastored  by  the  Rev.  Scott  Sowers.  The  congregation  joins 
n  in  extending  everyone  a  cordial  invitation  to  join  them  in  this 
[•vice.  The  service  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 


REEDY  BRANCH  CHURCH  NAMES  FELLOWSHIP  HALL 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson 


r  m  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  people  of  Reedy  Branch 
Church,  Winterville,  are  proud 
of  their  pastor  and  his  wife,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Wilson,  for 
the  "20"  wonderful  years  they 
have  given  the  church  as  a 
team. 

They  came  to  the  church  in 
October,  1963.  As  a  diligent 
worker  Mr.  Wilson  has  led  the 
church  onward  and  upward. 
The  people  of  Reedy  Branch 
have  had  many  changes  in  the 
church  facilities  in  the  past  20 
years.  The  educational  building 
was  made  larger  and  many 
other  remodeling  projects 
have  been  completed. 

In  1976,  a  fellowship  hall  was 
added  to  the  grounds.  On  Sun- 
day, November  6,  1983,  during 
homecoming  service  there  was 
a  burning  of  the  mortgage  on 
the  fellowship  building.  The 
building  was  dedicated  and 
named  the  Wilson  Fellowship 
Hall. 

The  board  set  the  month  of 
November  to  be  Willis  Wilson 
month.  Many  of  the  members 
had  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  to  eat 
with  them.  They  received  gifts 
and  cards.  The  climax  for  the 
month  was  a  covered  dish  lunch 
the  last  Sunday. 

In  February,  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  sponsored  a  covered 
dish  supper  to  honor  Mrs. 
Wilson  and  congratulated  her 
on  her  retirement  after 
teaching  30  years  in  the  public 
school  system. 

Mrs.  Wilson  is  treasurer  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  She  is 
the  librarian  for  the  church 
library.  She  also  makes  the 
orders  for  the  Sunday  school 
materials. 

Reedy  Branch  is  really 
blessed  and  proud  to  have 
Willis  and  Jean. 


COMING  EVENTS 

March — Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  Foreign  Missions 
Month 

March  7 — Ash  Wednesday 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Woman's  Auxiliary  I 

ATTENTION 
NC  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  1984  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  will  convene  on 
Thursday,  May  10,  in  College 
Hall  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 
Each  auxiliary  should  repre- 
sent with  one  delegate  for  each 
25  members  or  fraction  thereof, 
plus  a  registration  fee  of  $10. 

Many  auxiliaries  mail  their 
registration  fee  m  advance. 
This  is  a  good  thing  to  do,  as  it 
saves  the  delegate  the  trouble 
of  handling  the  money.  Also,  in 
the  event  something  happens  at 
the  last  minute  to  prohibit  your 
representing  in  person,  your 
auxiliary  is  registered  as  hav- 
ing represented. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  mail 
your  fee  before  April  25,  if 
possible,  so  that  I  will  be  able  to 
get  the  list  prepared  and 
delivered  to  the  convention 
registration  committee  for  use 
on  the  morning  of  May  10.  If 
you  cannot  possibly  attend, 
please  mail  your  fee  anyway, 
as  the  convention  needs  your 
support.  Mail  your  fee  to  the 
following  address:  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond T.  Sasser,  State 
Treasurer,  517  Westover 
Avenue,  Wilson,  North  Carolina 
27893. 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  OF 
DURHAM  CHURCH  INSTALLS  OFFICERS 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Dear  Auxiliary  Women  of  the 
Central  District: 

Spring  is  almost  here  and  it's 
time  for  our  Spring  Convention. 
Our  meeting  will  be  held  at  Or- 
mondsville  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  on  March  24,  1984, 
located  eight  miles  west  of 
Ay  den,  just  off  Highway  903  at 
Ormondsville.  Registration  fee 
is  $10.  You  are  entitled  to  one 
delegate  per  25  members— or 
fraction  thereof.  Please  mail  in 
advance  all  contributions,  ex- 
cept the  two  special  offerings 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  First  Church,  Durham,  recently  installed  its  198^1 
ficers.  A  wonderful  program  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  Jane  Johnson.  The  new  officii 
are  as  follows  (left  to  right) :  Betsy  Grogran,  benevolence  chairman;  Jane  Johns] 
vice  president;  Gertrude  Gornto,  president;  Ruby  Yeatts,  treasurer;  Bertie  Marl 
flowers  chairman;  Debbie  Slaughter,  secretary;  Doris  McGhee,  program  chm 
man;  Cindy  Clifton,  Children's  Home  chairman;  and  Eunice  Morris,  missions  cha\\ 
man. 


we  ask  you  to  bring  to  the  con- 
vention, to  Mrs.  Martha  Pitt- 
man,  Route  1,  Box  24,  Stan- 
tonsburg,  North  Carolina  27883. 
Also  send  in  your  Life  Member- 
ship Awards  for  this  meeting. 
A-l  auxiliaries  are  to  be 
recognized  at  this  meeting. 

MISSIONS-  Each  auxiliary  is  re- 
quested to  bring  $25  to  our  convention ; 
$20  is  for  our  state  mission  projects  and 
$5  for  our  Central  Conference  Missions. 
Foreign  Missions  World  Mission  Con- 
ference and  Rally  will  be  March  9,  on 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Plan  to 
attend.  March  25  is  Telethon  Sunday 
and  Day  of  Prayer  for  World  Missions. 

CRAGMONT:  Bring  your  talents  to 
the  convention.  This  offering  along  with 
your  mission  offering  will  be  brought  to 
the  altar  as  we  have  the  roll  call.  Ear- 
mark your  checks. 

YOUTH:  Our  next  Youth  Meeting 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  March  17,  at 
Marlboro.  This  will  be  an  all-day 
meeting.  Our  State  Youth  Convention 
will  be  May  18-20  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. Field  Day  will  be  held  on  April  28 
at  La  Grange.  The  Youth  project  is  the 
portable  stage  for  College  Hall;  each 
church  is  asked  to  donate  $100.  If  you 
need  someone  for  a  Sunday  night  ser- 
vice see  Joan  Little  and  she  will  be  able 
to  help  you. 

CHILDREN'S  HOME:  We  have  30 
children  on  campus. 

RETIREMENT  HOMES:  $20  per 
year. 


: 


ANNA  PHILLIPS  FUND:  Supp< 
this  fund  so  we  can  help  our  youth  cc 
tinue  their  education. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE:  $20 
needed  for  the  dishwasher  which  shoi 
be  paid  for  in  May. 

Please  share  this  letter  with  yo 
auxiliary  members.  We  look  forward 
seeing  you  at  this  convention. 

Yours  in  Ch 
Wallie  Hargro 
Missions  Chairmi 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  OFf 
FIRST  CHURCH,  DURHAM^ 
HAS  PROJECT 

The  members  of  tM 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Fir' 
Church,  Durham,  are  alwa^ 
looking  for  ways  to  help  tr 
church.  They  started  a  projei* 
to  replace  the  carpet  and  d<' 
cided  to  do  something  differen 
They  crowned  Amy  Slaughte( 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sta'' 
Slaughter,  as  the  queen,  anfl 
Christopher  Dickerson,  son  c[ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Dickersor 
as  king. 

Both  children  put  on  the! 
crowns  and  took  their  little  coi 
tainers  and  went  around  co 
lecting  pennies.  If  their  detei 
mination  is  any  indication  (f 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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hildren's  Home 

"THE  TRAUMA 
OF  SEPARATION" 


Imagine   yourself  suddenly 
latched  from  every  person  on 
irth  that  you  have  known,  and 
ansported  to  a  foreign  coun- 
y!  The  people  you  see  are 
jmplete  strangers.  The  place 
u  are  living  in  is  unfamiliar 
d  threatening.  The  distance 
(•om  anything  that  represents 
Bimiliarity  seems  to  be  remote- 
ly infinite.  The  rules  are  new 
■id  confining  in  your  percep- 
Ipn.  How  would  you  react? 
P  These  are  the  things  that  our 
lewly  admitted  children  face, 
lonsequently,   these   are  the 
|tings  that  our  Child  Care  Staff 
members  face.  How  are  we  to 
leal   adequately   with  the 
Itrauma   of  separation?" 
Ibparation  from  the  familiar 
find  secure  (whether  imaginary 
if  real)    can  be  potentially 
ipvastating.  This  is  why  our 
rogram  must  include  formal 
ij-aining  such  as  that  offered 
ijirough  the  University  of  North 
Carolina   at  Chapel   Hill  by 
f.roup  Child  Care  Consultant 
vlsrvices. 

»jOn  February  1  and  2,  Larry 
7eese  represented  the  Univer- 
ijty  of  North  Carolina  in  con- 
tacting seminars  on  "Separa- 
tion" and  "The  Group"  on  the 
Ijimpus  of  the  Children's 
lome.  These  seminars  are  part 
C:  the  larger  Basic  Course  for 
tfertification  of  Residential 
ipild  Care  Workers.  Mr.  Weese 
las  had  actual  experience  in 
Miild  Care  as  well  as  the  ability 
fl  communicate  the  theories  of 
;*actice  that  go  into  the  im- 
plementation of  Child  Care 
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work.  There  will  be  two  more 
seminars  in  March,  which  will 
include  the  Basic  Course. 
Through  training  like  this  and 
wisdom  from  a  God  who  never 
fails,  we  can  be  instruments  in 
helping  to  mold  lives  that  will 
be  useful  to  themselves,  society 
and  God! 

TRANSPORTATION  COMES 
IN  DIFFERENT  SHAPES 


Recently  the  Home  received 
four  golf  carts,  two  of  which 
were  for  use  for  parts  replace- 
ment. These  carts  were 
donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Wainright  of  Little's 
Nursery,  Greenville,  North 
Carolina.  They  had  at  one  time 


used  the  carts  in  their  nursery 
business.  The  carts  are  being 
repaired  and  will  be  used  in 
maintenance  and  recreation 
around  campus.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wainright  are  members  of 
Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  1,  Winterville, 
North  Carolina.  We  wish  to 
thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wainright 
for  thinking  about  the 
Children's  Home  and  for  this 
donation. 

CYCLO-GRAPH  DONATED 

We  would  like  to  give  special 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Evelyn  Rhodes 
of  the  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Winterville, 
North  Carolina,  for  her  recent 
contribution  of  a  Cyclo-graph 
for  use  in  our  Educational 
Center.  This  educational  tool 
will  be  most  helpful  and  is 
sincerely  appreciated.  We  also 
would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Rebec- 
ca Davenport,  who  brought  the 
Cyclo-graph  to  the  Home  for 
Mrs.  Rhodes.  Thank  you, 
ladies! ! ! 


SNOW  DAY  FUN 


Yes,  school  ended  early  as  the  ground  began  to  be  covered  with 
wonderful  snow.  The  children  wasted  no  time  in  dressing 
themselves  for  the  occasion  and  getting  outside.  It  was  a  time  for 
snow  ball  fights,  snowmen  and  rolling  in  the  white  stuff.  Sure  it  was 
cold,  but  who  cared?  After  all,  it  doesn't  snow  that  often.  The  ex- 
citement of  the  snow  and  the  joy  of  getting  out  of  school  stirred  the 
child  that  is  in  all  of  us.  Well,  the  next  day  the  snow  was  almost 
gone  and  it  was  back  to  school,  but  each  will  remember  the  joy  of 
chilled  hands  and  feet— and  simply  smile.  Who  knows,  it  just  might 
snow  again ! ! 
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DATE:  MARCH  9,  1984 
(That's  This  Week!) 
PLACE:  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
SPONSOR:  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


Dr.  William  Bennett,  guest  speaker  for  the  day, 
pastors  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  Arkan- 
sas. He  is  an  outstanding  Bible  and  missions  con- 
ference speaker. 


9:30-  9:55 
10:00-11:30 

11:30-11:45 
11:45—  1:00 
1:00-  2:30 


CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 
Daytime  Sessions— Downtown  Campus 

9:00—  9:30   Prayer  for  Conference  and  Rally  (for  early 
arrivers) 

Coffee  and  Donuts 

"Will  Those  Who've  Never  Heard  the  Gospel 
Go  to  Hell?"  (Dr.  William  Bennett) 
Question  and  Answer  Session 
Lunch  Break,  Cafeteria  open 
"World  Missions,  The  Pastor  and  the  Local 
Church"  (Dr.  William  Bennett) 
2:30—  2:45  Break 
2:45—  4:00   Film,  "First  Fruits" 
5:30—  7:00   Banquet,  price,  $4.50 

All  who  attend  the  seminars  will  receive  a  complimen- 
tary copy  of  Missionary  Education  Helps  for  the  Local 
Church. 

Ushers— Members  of  the  State  Layman's  League 
Song  Leader— The  Rev.  Norman  Ard 
Pianist— Mrs.  Maria  Ham 
Recording— The  Rev.  David  DeHart 
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RALLY  PROGRAM 
College  Hall- 7:30  P.M. 

Prelude,  Maria  Ham 

Congregational  Hymn,  Page  21,  "We've  a  Story  to  Tell" 
Welcome  and  Remarks,  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones 
One  Minute  of  Silence  to  Remember  the  late  Rev.  C.  F. 
Bowen 

Prayer,  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong 
Special  Music,  "The  Damascus  Way" 
Testimony,  Phil  Shepard 
Offering  and  Prayer,  the  Rev.  Wayne  King 
Congregational  Hymn,  Page  22,  "Till  the  Whole  World 
Knows" 

Commissioning  Service,  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey 
Testimony,  Lydia  and  Willem  van  der  Plas 
Introduction  of  Speaker,  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones 
Special  Music,  JoAnn  Pennington,  Guyla  Evans,  and  Alice 
Hines 

Message,  Dr.  William  Bennett 

Invitational  Hymn,  Page  18,  "Where  He  Leads  I'll  Follow" 
Benediction,  the  Rev.  Marvin  Waters 
Postlude,  Maria  Ham 


There  will  not  be  a  registration  fee  for  the  Conference.  An  offering  will  be  received  during  the 
Rally  to  cover  the  expenses  for  the  Conference  and  help  pay  for  the  van  der  Plas  Family's  trip  to 
the  Philippines.  Remember  this  as  you  give. 

Tapes  of  all  sessions  will  be  available. 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  will  provide  a  book  display  where  books 
on  missions  and  other  subjects  of  interest  can  be  purchased. 

EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  ATTEND! 
COME,  AND  BRING  A  LARGE  NUMBER  FROM  YOUR  CHURCH. 
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EMANUEL  THE  SAVIOUR  TEMPLE 


Biographical  sketch  of  the  conversion  of  Brother  Camilo 
Fjieda  (age  39) : 

Brother  Camilo  was  converted  last  August.  Before  conversion, 
wanted  nothing  to  do  with  the  gospel  of  our  Lord.  In  fact,  he  was 
a  enemy  of  all  those  who  professed  faith  in  Christ.  He  was  a 
fciatic  believer  of  one  of  the  idols  which  is  worshiped  here  in  Mex- 
U\,  El  Nino  Fidencio. 

But  in  one  of  our  revival  campaigns,  after  much  talking  to  him, 
Lord  touched  his  heart  in  such  a  way  that  he  was  truly 
fckisformed;  and  he  became  a  new  creature  in  the  Lord.  Now  he  is 
ajaithful  servant  of  God.  As  he  once  mightily  defended  his  faith  in 
toils,  he  now  as  forcefully  testifies  of  his  new  life  in  Christ  Jesus  to 
t?se  who  are  still  in  idolatry.  We  have  seen  in  the  course  of  these 
Ipnths  that  the  life  of  our  brother  has  grown  in  the  Lord  and  reaf- 
f  ms  every  day  his  conviction  to  serve  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Brother  Camilo  Pineda  of  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico,  is  a  Chris- 
tin  today,  BECAUSE  OF  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  FOREIGN  MIS- 
fONS. 

TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 
GREAT  THINGS  HE  HAS  DONE! 


IIN  MORE  IN  '84 

I  lethon  Theme:  World  Missions  and  You. 


WORLD  MISSIONS 
AND  THE  BD3LE 

The  Bible  gives  us  the  "Man- 
ate"  for  world  missions. 

Jesus  gave  the  Great  Com- 
mission in  Mark  16:15,  "Go  ye 
fito  all  the  world,  and  preach 
le  gospel  to  every  creature." 
Ie  expects  us  to  obey  His  corn- 
hand. 

We  cannot  escape  it. 
'  The   Bible    gives    us  the 
'Message"  for  world  missions. 

The  message  is  "the  good 
ews  that  Jesus  Christ  died  for 
ur  sins  and  was  raised  from 
lie  dead  according  to  the  Scrip- 
ures,  and  that  as  the  reigning 
..ord,  He  now  offers  the 
^rgiveness  of  sins  and  the 
jberating  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  all 
vho  repent  and  believe." 
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We  must  take  this  message  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth. 

The  Bible  gives  us  the 
"Model"  for  world  missions. 

"The  word  became  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us"  (John  1:14). 
He  (Jesus)  came  in  the  flesh  to 
reveal  the  divine.  He  did  this 
without  compromising  His 
Lordship.  We  must  identify 
with  the  lost  people  of  the  earth, 
without  compromising  our 
identity  as  Christians.  We  must 
humble  ourselves  and  become 
servants  of  others  in  order  to 
lead  them  to  Christ. 

Jesus  is  our  model,  let's 
follow  Him. 

The  Bible  gives  us  the 
"Power"  for  world  missions. 

Paul  said:  "For  I  am  not 
ashamed   of   the   gospel  of 


Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  everyone 
that  believeth."  Acts  1:8  tells 
us  that  we  will  receive  power  to 
witness.  We  have  a  powerful 
message,  and  the  power  to 
deliver  it. 
God  help  us  to  be  obedient. 

TELETHON  SUNDAY 
IS  MARCH  25. 
World  Missions  depends  on  you. 
What  you  do  is  important! 
CALL  AND  REPORT 
YOUR  MISSIONS 
OFFERING  BETWEEN 
1:30  and  5:30  P.M. 
PHONE  (919)  746-4963 


A  PERSONAL  THANK  YOU 

I  have  mailed  over  a  hundred 
cards  thanking  people  for  their 
kindness  and  love  shown  to  me 
and  my  family  during  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Bowen. 

However,  there  were  some 
things  done  and  given  that  I  had 
no  name  or  address  for.  Please 
accept  this  public  "thank  you" 
as  a  loving  thought  and  ap- 
preciation coming  from  us  dur- 
ing a  time  that  you  meant  so 
much  to  us. 

Please  pray  for  us  and 
especially  for  me  because  I 
have  so  many  decisions  to 
make.  It  is  really  lonesome 
after  being  together  for  almost 
fifty  years,  lacking  three 
months,  but  I  know  with  your 
prayers  and  God's  help  I  can 
make  it.  Thank  you  again. 

Rose  and  Jeff  Bowen 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
Services  will  begin  March  11, 
1984,  for  Winterville  Church  in 
the  new  building  located  on  the 
corner  of  Glendale  Avenue  and 
East  Cooper  Street  in  Winter- 
ville. The  congregation  will  be 
meeting  in  the  fellowship  hall 
for  worship  services  until  the 
sanctuary  is  completed. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Taylor,  Pastor,  and 
Congregation 
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Mount  Olive  College 

MOC  RECEIVES  GIFT 

Li 


* 


James  H.  Babb,  left,  manager  of 
Sears  in  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  is 
shown  presenting  to  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege an  unrestricted  gift  in  the  amount 
of  $500  from  the  Sears-Roebuck  Foun- 
dation. 

Mount  Olive  is  one  among  93b  private 
accredited  institutions  across  the  coun- 
try which  are  sharing  in  $1,575,000  in 
Sears  Foundation  grants  for  the  1983-8Jf 
academic  year. 

CORRECTION  ON  NEW 
CREATIONS'  SCHEDULE 

The  New  Creations  will  pre- 
sent a  program  of  gospel  music 
and  personal  testimony  at  the 
Trinity  Church,  Beaufort  Coun- 
ty, on  Sunday,  April  15,  at  the  11 
a.m.  worship  service.  The  date 
was  incorrectly  listed  in  the 
February  8  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 


CALVIN  MERCER  TO 
SPEAK  IN  SMITHFIELD 

Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of 
Religion  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, will  speak  at  the  First 
Church  in  Smithfield,  Sunday 
night,  March  11.  The  service 
begins  at  7  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Leonard  Woodall  is 
interim  pastor  of  the  church. 
Mercer  and  his  wife,  Marilyn, 
reside  in  Smithfield. 


Now  is  a  good  time  to  renew 
your  subscription  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 


SEATING  PROJECT  FOR  COLLEGE  HALL  CONTINUES/^ 
GOAL  FOR  800  CHAIRS  REACHED 

One  of  the  primary  purposes  of  College  Hall  is  to  serve  as  a  c 
vention  center  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  main  floor  \ 
accommodate  2,000  people  (800  in  convention  chairs  and  1.20C 
bleacher  seats). 

The  campaign  to  raise  gifts  of  $50  each  for  the  chairs  has  g( 
over  the  top.  By  February  27  gifts  for  830  chairs  had  been  receiv 
The  gifts  above  800  chairs  will  be  applied  on  the  bleacher  seats,  a 
the  campaign  for  seating  will  continue  until  the  entire  seating  pr 
ect  has  been  underwritten. 

The  cost  of  sponsoring  a  bleacher  seat  is  $100.  Gifts  and  pledd 
for  315  of  these  seats  have  already  been  received.  Donors  may  c<| 
tribute  the  full  $100  for  a  bleacher  seat  or  co-sponsor  it  for  $1 


Nameplates  will  be  put  on  the  bleacher  seats  to  recognize 
donors  and  those  in  whose  honor  or  memory  they  are  given. 


DONORS  FEBRUARY  14-27 


Donors 


Number 
of 
Chairs 


In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Louie  Langdon  Austin  (Age  101) 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  Princeton 
In  Memory  of  Oscar  Webster 

By  Mrs.  Laura  C.  Webster,  Oscar  J.  Webster,  James  N. 

Webster  and  Ruth  E .  Olszweiski,  Pinetown 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Lee 

By  Bethel  Sunday  School,  Four  Oaks 
Mrs.  Catherine  Daniels,  Goldsboro 
In  Memory  of  Anne  Hester  Bryan 

By  Northeast  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dalma  West 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  D.  West,  Dunn 
In  Honor  of  the  Music  Department  of  the  First  Church  of  Tar- 

boro 

By  Goodwill  Circle  of  First  Church  of  Tarboro,  Tarboro 
In  Honor  of  Gayle,  Larry  and  Michelle  Congleton 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Hill,  Stokes 
In  Honor  of  Sharon,  Clyde  and  Lisa  Dickens 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Hill,  Stokes 
Howell  Construction  Company,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Craig  Simmons 

By  First  Church  of  Wilson  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Annie  Dupree 

By  Kenneth  Dupree,  Smithfield 
Western  District  Woman's  Executive  Committee:  Donna  Hol- 
land, Ruth  Hinton,  Esther  Barnes,  Nancy  Duncan,  Alma 

Dale,  Suzanne  Coates,  Nadine  Crocker,  Iris  Pittman  and 

Patsy  Vick 
Mrs.  Octavia  Edwards,  Pine  Level 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilton  G.  Gurganus 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Gurganus,  Newport 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Quinn 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Gurganus,  Newport 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  E.  Manning 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  R.  Taylor,  Middlesex 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Farmer 

By  Tee's  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Smithfield 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 

By  Bridgeton  Church,  Bridgeton 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Ralph  Sumner 

By  Bridgeton  Church,  Bridgeton 
Young  People  Fellowship  Class  of  Piney  Grove  Church,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  Willie  H.  Beville 

By  Mr.  J.  P.  Watson,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Leslie  Hawley 

By  Fidelis  Class  of  First  Church  of  Wilson,  Wilson 
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onor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Coates 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dalton  Lee,  Selma 
emory  of  Tom  Brown  and  Jack  Warren 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Averette,  Greenville 
Memory  of  E.  L.  Jones 

By  E.  L.  Jones  Scholarship  Fund  of  Howell  Swamp 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Walstonburg 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  Rod  Jones 

By  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  Saint  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Rod  Jones 

By  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  Saint  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson 
stside  Church,  Kinston 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Effie  Skinner 

By  Ormondsville  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Ormondsville 
Memory  of  Tom  West 
By  Estell  West,  Plymouth 
diMemory  of  the  Rev.  Willie  Stilley 
ayj  By  Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston 
[qj,  j  Memory  of  Comillos  Jackson  Liverman 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Liverman,  Columbia 
1Ze '  Ion  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Fremont 
Honor  of  Lena  C.  Harrelson 
By  the  Rev.  Neil  Harrelson,  Whiteville 
Memory  of  Ezra  Floyd  Harrelson 
By  the  Rev.  Neil  Harrelson,  Whiteville 
Honor  of  Mrs.  Mary  Stokes 

By  Edgewood  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class,  Maccles- 
field 

Vlemory  of  Rosalee  Harrell 

By  Edgewood  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class,  Maccles- 
field 

Memory  of  Claude  Hinnant 


irni 


Honor  of  Martha  Hinnant 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Craft  Jr. 
IHonor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Futch 
.  By  Bethlehem  Church,  Chinquapin 


Ayden 


;lmer  Memorial  Church,  Raleigh 
,  konor  of  the  Rev.  Norman  W.  Ard 
j  By  Mrs.  Margaret  Vause  Ard,  Pink  Hill 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  Bass  M.  Mitchell 

j,  j  By  Celia  Hart  Garris  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Ayden  Church, 
,;;  Ayden 

.Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Jones 
,  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Jones,  Beulaville 
jl|Honor  of  Advance  Bible  Class  of  Spring  Hill  Church 
By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  L.  Dale,  Goldsboro 
IHonor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Bryan  Jr. 
J !  By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
iHonor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Murray  Sr. 

.  By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
iHonor  of  Mrs.  Mary  Phillips  and  Thad  Miller 

!  By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
: Honor  of  Mrs.  Lettie  Tyndall 

By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
IHonor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Kelly 
J  J  By  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive 
jlijs.  Anne  P.  Jackson,  Beulaville 
vs.  Virginia  P.  Quinn,  Beulaville 

EMemory  of  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard  and  the  Rev.  Beverly 
Ballard 


By  Belhaven  Church,  Belhaven 


EjHonor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Brinson 
j  By  Edna  H.  Frazier,  Snow  Hill 
LMemory  of  Joseph  William  Frazier  Jr. 
-  By  Edna  H.  Frazier,  Snow  Hill 
IHonor  of  Lorena  Moseley  Wyatt 
,  By  Mrs.  Margaret  Moseley,  Winterville 
| Grange,  First  Church,  Young  Adults  Sunday  School  Class 

(Ages  35-55),  La  Grange 
t^temory  of  the  Rev.  Hubert  Burress 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  R. 
Bell,  Farmville 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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THE  DEATH  PENALTY : 
A  ONE-HOUR  FORUM 

The  Death  Penalty:  A  One- 
Hour  Forum  will  be  held  at 
Mount  Olive  College 
Auditorium,  11  a.m.,  on  March 
29,  1984.  Admission  is  free  and 
open  to  the  public. 

The  increasing  number  of  ex- 
ecutions nationwide  has  again 
called  attention  to  the  question 
of  capital  punishment.  The  re- 
cent case  of  James  Hutchins 
has  focused  interest  on  this 
issue  in  North  Carolina.  It  is  a 
controversial  issue  that  calls 
forth  definite  and  oftentimes 
highly  charged  opinions.  To 
foster  healthy  public  debate  on 
the  question,  a  forum  will  be 
held  on  the  above  date.  Arguing 
for  the  principle  of  capital 
punishment  will  be  Douglas 
Jacobs,  District  Attorney, 
Eighth  Judicial  District.  Dr. 
Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of 
Religion  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, will  present  the  case 
against  the  death  penalty.  Each 
presenter  will  have  twenty 
minutes.  A  question  and 
answer  period  will  follow.  Ken 
Dilda,  Mount  Olive  College  Pro- 
fessor of  Social  Sciences,  will 
moderate. 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 
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Family  Devotion^ 


SUNDAY, 
MARCH  11 

Scripture  Beading— Deuteronomy  29-31 

COURAGE,  MY  BOY! 
A  cheerful,  encouraging  word,  spoken  by  an 
English  naval  officer,  saved  a  youthful  sailor 
from  disgrace  and  dishonorable  discharge.  The 
sailor  was  only  fourteen  years  old.  During  a 
fierce  engagement  with  an  enemy  ship,  the 
volleys  from  a  number  of  firearms  so  frightened 
the  sailor  that  he  trembled  and  almost  fainted. 
The  officer,  seeing  him,  came  close  beside  him 
and  said,  "Courage,  my  boy!  You  will  recover  in 
a  minute  or  two.  I  was  just  like  you  when  I  went 
into  my  first  battle!"  Afterward  the  young  man 
said,  "It  was  as  if  an  angel  had  come  to  me  and 
given  me  new  strength ! ' ' 


Only  a  word  of  kindness, 

But  it  lightened  one  heart  of  its  grief; 
Only  a  word  of  sympathy, 

But  it  brought  one  soul  relief! 
Only  a  word  of  gentle  cheer, 

But  it  flooded  with  radiant  light 
The  pathway  that  seemed  so  dark  before, 

And  it  made  the  day  more  bright!" 

MONDAY,  19 
MARCH  14 

Scripture  Reading— Deuteronomy  32-34 

A  LITTLE  PUSH  AND  PULL 
A  little  push  when  the  road  is  steep 

May  take  one  up  the  hill  ; 
A  little  prayer  when  the  clouds  hang  low 

May  bring  the  soul  a  thrill  ; 
A  little  lift  when  the  load  bears  down 

May  help  one  to  succeed; 
A  little  pull  when  the  will  slows  down 

May  help  one  gain  his  speed. 

A  little  clasp  from  a  hand  that's  kind 

May  lift  from  crushing  care ; 
A  little  word  from  a  voice  that's  sweet 

May  save  one  from  despair; 
A  little  smile  when  the  heart  is  sad 

May  bring  a  sunbeam  in; 
A  loving  word  when  the  spirit  droops 

May  help  one  rise  and  win. 


A  little  love  for  a  soul  that's  lost 

May  help  him  seek  God's  grace; 
A  little  tear  and  a  "God  bless  you" 

May  brighten  someone's  face; 
A  little  deed  from  a  Christian's  heart 

May  bless  a  weary  soul; 
A  little  boost  when  the  battle's  hard 

May  take  one  to  his  goal. 
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Scripture  Beading— Joshua  1-3 

GOD'S  "LARGE  PLACE"  FOR  YOU 
When  a  famous  preacher  arises,  swaying  1 
crowds,  one  by-product  is  that  some  of  his  c< 
temporaries  begin  to  imagine  that  they  must 
out  of  God's  will  or  not  filled  with  the  Spii 
because  they  are  not  achieving  similar  resul 
But  God  is  sovereign.  He  chooses  men  for  spec 
tasks,  and  if  one  hits  the  headlines,  that  is 
reflection  on  the  host  of  little-known  ones.  I 
Spirit  divide th  severally  as  He  will.  A  counl 
preacher  ministering  to  two  hundred  people  m 
be  as  Spirit-filled  to  his  capacity  as  was  Moo< 
Moody  had  around  him  many  lesser  lights  w 
helped  him  in  his  work,  who  filled  their  orbits 
well  as  he  filled  his.  And  what  would  the  "bii 
preacher  do  without  the  help  of  the  "small  fry! 
Seek  neither  more  nor  less  than  God's  will  SI 
you.  Do  not  compare  yourself  with  men  above  I 
below  you  in  station,  lest  you  become  depress! 
or  exalted.  Simply  find  His  place  for  you  a  J 
happily  serve  Him  there. 


Anywhere  He  puts  you  is  a  "large  place". 

WEDNESDAY,  ^ 
MARCH 

Scripture  Beading— Joshua  4-6 

NEVER  MIND! 
Sometimes,  when  nothing  goes  just  right, 

And  worry  reigns  supreme, 
When  heartache  fills  the  eyes  with  mist, 

And  all  things  useless  seem, 
There's  just  one  thing  can  drive  away 

The  tears  that  scald  and  blind— 
Someone  to  slip  a  strong  arm  'round 

And  whisper,  "Never  mind." 

No  one  has  ever  told  just  why 

Those  words  such  comfort  bring; 
Nor  why  that  whisper  makes  our  cares 

Depart  on  hurried  wing. 
Yet  troubles  say  a  quick  "Good-day," 

We  leave  them  far  behind 
When  someone  slips  an  arm  around 

And  whispers,  "Never  mind." 


But  love  must  prompt  that  soft  caress — 

That  love  must,  aye,  be  true 
Or  at  that  tender,  clinging  touch 

No  heart  ease  come  to  you, 
But  if  the  arm  be  moved  by  love, 

Sweet  comfort  you  will  find 
When  someone  slips  an  arm  around, 

And  whispers,  "Never  mind!" 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIJ 


TUESDAY,  1  o 
MARCH  L6 


i 


URSDAY, 
|[ARCH 
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flripture  Reading— Joshua  7,  8 

MANY  ARE  WAITING! 
The  writer  was  visiting  among  the  sick  in  the 
j|eat  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  Chicago.  Going 
lis  c|om  bed  to  bed,  he  spoke  for  his  Master,  Jesus. 
iUS(|ghtfall  was  just  coming.  The  lights  in  the  great 
Spjkrd  had  not  yet  been  turned  on.  Coming  to  the 
esuj  id  of  an  aged  child  of  God,  he  introduced 
spec  mself  and  spoke  kindly  to  the  sufferer.  Tears  of 
t  is  atitude  welled  in  her  eyes  as  she  exclaimed, 
s  i  )h,  I  was  just  lying  here,  praying  that  God 
ount  3Uld  send  someone  to  speak  some  words  of 
leJieer  and  encouragement!"  Her  prayer  is 
(Jroical  of  the  prayers  of  multiplied  thousands  in 
tsJe  streets,  in  the  homes,  in  the  hospitals— 
very  where! 


fij 
ill!: 
love : 
ress ! 


Oh,  that  my  tongue  might  so  possess 
The  accent  of  Christ's  tenderness 
That  every  word  I  breathe  should  bless! 
For  those  who  mourn  a  word  of  cheer, 
A  word  of  hope  for  those  who  fear, 
And  love  to  all  men,  far  and  near. 
Oh,  that  it  might  be  said  of  me, 
"Surely,  thy  speech  betrayeth  thee, 
A  friend  of  Christ  of  Galilee!" 


''RID  AY, 
IARCH 
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,'  ripture  Reading— Joshua  9,  10 

IT  ISN'T  ENOUGH! 

isn't  enough  to  say  in  our  hearts 

That  we  like  a  man  for  his  ways, 
\.  isn't  enough  that  we  fill  our  minds 

With  paeans  of  silent  praise ; 
or  is  it  enough  that  we  honor  a  man, 
As  our  confidence  upward  mounts, 
;'s  going  right  up  to  the  man  himself, 
And  telling  him  so,  that  counts! 

I  a  man  does  a  work  you  really  admire, 

Don't  leave  a  kind  word  unsaid 
b  fear  that  to  do  so  might  make  him  vain 

And  cause  him  to  "lose  his  head." 
!ut  reach  out  your  hand  and  tell  him, 

"Well  done,"  and  see  how  his  gratitude 
swells ; 

isn't  the  flowers  we  strew  on  the  grave, 
It's  the  word  to  the  living  that  tells. 


//  you  have  a  tender  message, 

Or  a  loving  word  to  say, 
Don't  wait  till  you  forget  it, 
But  whisper  it  today! 

'HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SATURDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading  — Joshua  11-13 

IT'S  A  SHAME! 

A  Christian  young  man  left  his  home  in  the 
country  and  got  a  job  in  a  city  office.  "By  God's 
help,  I'll  live  a  clean,  consistent  life  before  the 
people  with  whom  I  work,"  he  resolved.  Some 
professing  Christians  made  sarcastic  remarks 
about  him.  "He's  narrow,"  they  said. 

A  man  in  the  office,  who  did  not  profess  to  be 
a  Christian,  greatly  admired  the  young  man  for 
his  courage.  He  said,  "Stick  to  what  you  believe, 
sonny.  Keep  it  up! " 

The  young  man  thought  much  about  those 
encouraging  words.  "It  is  a  shame,"  he  thought, 
"that  Christians  often  gossip  about  one  another 
instead  of  trying  to  help  one  another  in  the  Chris- 
tian walk.  Here  is  a  man  of  the  world  giving  me 
encouragement  to  continue  in  the  Christian  life 
at  all  costs." 


How  much  better  and  brighter  the  world 
would  be  if  more  Christians  were  using  their 
tongues  to  help  others  and  not  hinder  them. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


WITNEY  THE  HOBO 

appearing  in 
Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
Saturday,  March  10,  1-2:30  p.m. 
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Sunday  School  Lessc 


For  March  11 

JESUS  USES 
HIS  POWER 

Lesson   Text:    Mark  4:37-41; 
5:35-43 

Memory  Verse:  Mark  5:36 

The  most  influential  man  on 
that  board  of  officers  was  the 
quietest.  But  when  he  cleared 
his  throat  and  asked  for  the 
floor  in  a  meeting,  the  others 
listened.  His  motions  and 
presentations  were  seldom 
overruled,  for  this  Christian 
elder  and  attorney  knew  what 
he  was  talking  about.  His  words 
carried  authority  because  his 
accomplishments  had  demon- 
strated spiritual  power  in  his 
own  life  and  in  the  market- 
place. 

Power  and  authority  are  so 
closely  related  that  the  same 
New  Testament  Greek  word  is 
translated  sometimes  as 
"power,"  sometimes  as 
"authority."  Yet  in  Jesus,  as  in 
our  common  use  of  the  words, 
we  see  a  distinction  between 
them.  Jesus  exercised  power 
over  the  natural  world,  over 
demons,  and  over  the  illnesses 
that  plagued  mankind.  They  all 
yielded  to  His  touch  and  His 
Word,  without  argument  and 
without  delay.  That  demonstra- 
tion of  power  over  things 
established  His  right  to  authori- 
ty over  persons.  He  taught  with 
authority  and  He  commanded. 
Yet  no  hearer  was  compelled  to 
obey.  "If  a  man  love  me,"  He 
said,  "he  will  keep  my  words" 
(John  14:23).  The  Lord 
respected  the  freedom  of  per- 
sonality. 

How,  then,  should  the  Word 
be  rendered  in  Matthew  28:18? 
Was  Jesus  claiming  "all 
power,"  as  the  King  James 
Version  says,  or  "all 
authority,"  as  most  of  the 
newer  translations  say?  It  is 
true  both  ways!  He  showed  the 
force  and  the  ability  to  control 
wind   and   wave,  demon, 


disease,  and  death.  This  is  con- 
vincing evidence  that  He  also 
has  the  right  to  command  and 
be  obeyed  in  matters  human 
and  spiritual. 

Jesus'  ministry  in  Galilee 
was  nearing  its  climax.  From 
among  His  disciples  He  had 
chosen  the  twelve,  "that  they 
should  be  with  him,  and  that  he 
might  send  them  forth  to 
preach"  (Mark  3:14).  That 
called  for  a  special  teaching 
program  in  which  the  twelve 
would  hear  His  words  to  the 
multitudes,  and  then  in  private 
sessions  He  would  explain 
things  not  yet  clear  to  them. 
One  such  occasion  took  place 
beside  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  as 
Jesus  sat  in  a  fisherman's  boat 
and  taiiglit  the  crowds  gathered 
on  the  shore  (Mark  4:1-34;  Mat- 
thew 13:1-53). 

The  day's  teaching  left  Jesus 
weary,  seeking  privacy  and 
rest.  So  He  directed  the 
disciples  to  take  their  boat,  and 
Him  in  it,  across  the  lake  to  the 
rugged  eastern  shore  near  the 
pagan  town  of  Gadara.  Mark, 
drawing  his  information  from 
the  Apostle  Peter,  supplies  the 
detail  that  other  boats  followed 
them. 

The  events  that  followed 
serve  well  the  purpose  of 
Mark's  Gospel,  to  show  his 
power-loving  Roman  readers 
the  surpassing  power  of  God's 
Son.  It  was  a  power  not  only  to 
heal  the  sick  and  to  cast  out 
demons  but  also  to  control  the 
forces  of  nature  and  to  thwart 
the  stroke  of  the  "grim 
reaper,"  even  death.  There  is  a 
quality  almost  of  raw  force 
about  what  Jesus  did,  quite  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  found  in 
most  of  His  ministry. 

In  our  youth  we  often 
responded  to  some  grand  pro- 
nouncement with  a  cynical,  "So 
what?"  The  question,  however, 
is  not  necessarily  cynical.  It 
can  ask  soberly  and  seriously, 
"What  does  this  mean  to  me? 
What  am  I  to  do  about  it?" 


What  shall  we  do  about  t 
power  of  Christ,  so  amazing 
demonstrated  in  the  stilling 
the  storm  and  the  raising 
Jairus'  daughter?  Our  first  ar 
right  response  is  awe  ar 
reverence,  like  that  of  til 
apostles,  recognizing  in  HiJ 
something  far  more  the 
human  qualities.  Then  we  lo(| 
at  the  kind  of  power  E 
displayed  — always  gentl 
always  helpful,  always  savin 
to  those  around  Him— and  vj 
respond  with  grateful  lovl 
Furthermore,  we  see  that  H' 
power  went  beyond  anythir 
expected  or  requested  of  Hit 
The  apostles  pled  for  safety  I 
the  storm;  the  Lord  remove 
the  storm  entirely.  Jain' 
besought  healing  for  his  sic 
daughter;  Jesus  brought  In 
back  from  death.  He  is  indee' 
"able  to  do  exceeding  abui; 
dantly  above  all  that  we  ask  <! 
think"  (Ephesians  3:20).  V 
can  trust  Him,  then,  to  kno' 
and  to  do  more  for  us  than  4 
know  how  to  ask.  Our  rei 
sonable  response  is  loving  obi 
dience  to  Him  who  has  sj 
grandly  demonstrated  His  rigl 
to  speak  and  be  heard.  To  H 
committed  followers  the  al 
powerful  Christ  assures  as  E 
assured  Jairus,  "Be  not  afraiy 
only  believe"  (Mark  5:36; 
— Standard  Lesson  Commei] 
tary 

SOUND  FAMILIAR? 

"How  is  it  that  you  a^l 
always  so  cheerful?"  a  frier| 
asked  Bishop  William  Bur| 
"The  remark  of  a  little  child^ 
once  heard  taught  me  tn 
uselessness  of  grumbling  ar| 
complaining.  The  child's  fatluj 
was  a  good  man,  but  a  chronl 
complainer.  As  I  sat  with  then 
in  their  home,  the  subject  < 
food  came  up.  'What  do  I  litii 
best?'  the  father  asked  h| 
daughter.  'You?  Why,  Dadd;|| 
you  like  mostly  everything  v|l 
haven't  got!'  " 

— Select*! 
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But  he  was  right.  Deciding  to  follow  Jesus  and  doing  it  are 
wo  different  things.  A  lot  of  people  decide  to— they  just  never 
;et  their  act  together.  You  see,  following  Jesus  is  a  total  life- 
tyle  decision.  It's  a  total  kind  of  commitment— not  something 
ve  try  on  when  convenient.  It  involves  all  of  our  possessions, 
ur  life  goals,  abilities,  and  spheres  of  influence. 

I  personally  feel  this  is  one  of  our  major  problems.  Once 
/e  come  to  grips  with  the  matter  of  commitment  we  can  bet- 
er  examine  the  status  of  our  church  and  denomination. 
The  problems  that  we  face  as  a  denomination  cannot  be 
aAorked  through  until  we  are  committed.  I  realize  that  all  of 
hose  in  our  ranks  will  not  perceive  our  potential,  all  will  not 
atch  a  glimpse  of  the  vision  of  what  we  can  become.  Then 
gain,  many  are  so  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  they  will 
tlMot  come  to  grasp  with  the  fact  that  "business  as  usual"  will 
lean  the  demise  of  our  blessed  church  within  twenty  years. 

We  will  consider  the  present  status  of  our  denomination 
nd  some  means  whereby  change  might  be  wrought  next 
/eek.  In  the  meantime,  consider  the  condition  of  your  own 
fe:  how  committed  are  you? 

"Think  of  the  snowflakes  it  takes  to  make  a  ski  slope! 
hink  of  the  drops  of  water  it  takes  to  fill  the  sea!  Think  of  the 
aliocks  it  takes  to  build  a  mountain!  Think  of  the  leaves  it  takes 
3  clothe  a  tree!  Think  of  the  grains  of  sand  that  line  the 
eaches!"  The  little  things  combine  to  make  something  big. 
km  'ou  and  I  can  effect  change  in  our  church  and  in  the  world, 
fill  we,  or  don't  we  care? 

(The  fact  remains:  I  sing  better  in  a  group.) 


at 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 

lonor  of  Bertha  P.  Silverthorne 
By  Waverly  and  Mae  Nunnally,  Richmond,  VA 
r<|M:emory  of  William  W.  Silverthorne 

By  Waverly  and  Mae  Nunnally,  Richmond,  VA 
itemory  of  William  W.  Silverthorne 
lonor  of  Mrs.  Bertha  P.  Silverthorne 
By  Their  Family 
/lemory  of  Marion  Leroy  (Roy)  Parker 
;By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hooks,  Mount  Olive 
■konor  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong 
II  By  Pleasant  Hill  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Pikeville 
■ionor  of  Mrs.  Henry  Armstrong 
If  By  Pleasant  Hill  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Pikeville 
■ro  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Micro 
lily  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Kenly 
I  Total 


1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

88  $4,400 


50 
50 
50 

50 

50 

50 

100 
50 


ATTENTION 
EASTERN  DISTRICT  WA 

t's  that  time  again!  Our 
•ing  convention  meets  March 
at   Smith's   New  Home 
urch,     Kinston,  North 
rolina.    It's   located  on 
fikhway  258,  11  miles  south  of 
Piston. 


A  special  invitation  is  cor- 
dially extended  to  all  ministers 
and  leaders  of  our  denomina- 
tional enterprises. 

Plan  now  to  attend  and  make 
this  our  best  convention  ever! 

Mrs.  Rena  Kirk,  President 
Mrs.  Mildred  Jenkins,  Vice  President 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 


Amy  Slaughter  and  Christopher 
Dickerson 

the  kind  of  workers  they  will  be 
when  they  grow  up,  a  lot  of  ac- 
complishments will  really  take 
place.  They  collected  $227.50. 

COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

March  9 — Foreign  Missions 
Conference  and  Commis- 
sioning Service  for  the  van 
der  Plas  Family,  College 
Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 

March  10 — Piedmont  Youth 
Convention,  10  a.m.,  East 
Rockingham  Church 

March  10 — State  League  Con- 
vention, 9:30  a.m.,  Beaver- 
dam  Church,  near  Chad- 
bourn 

March  17 — Central  Youth  Con- 
vention, 9:30  a.m.,  Marl- 
boro Church 

March  17 — Eastern  Youth  Con- 
vention, 9:30  a.m. 

March  18 — Second  Sunday  in 
Lent 

March  19— Pee  Dee  Youth  Con- 
vention, 7:30  p.m. 

March  20— First  Day  of  Spring 

March  22 — Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Smith's  New  Home  Church 

March  2k~ Western  Youth  Con- 
vention, 9:30  a.m.,  Calvary 
Church 
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T*  he  van  der  Plas  Family  will  leave  the  Raleigh-Durham  Airport  on  March  16, 
1984,  bound  for  the  Philippines.  Let's  have  all  the  needed  funds  for  the  Palawan 
Bible  Institute  Printing  Department  Building  at  that  time ! 

The  Foreign  Missions  Department  has  been  requesting  funds  for  the  construction  of 
this  facility  since  last  March.  As  of  this  printing,  the  Department  still  needs  $7,176.30. 

The  building  area  will  be  1,840  square  feet  and  the  construction  cost  is  figured  at  $15 
a  square  foot.  This  building  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  needs  on  the  field  at 
this  time.  The  equipment  which  will  be  used  in  the  printing  operation  presently  sits  idle 
in  crates  while  people  are  dying  without  the  gospel. 

As  Free  Will  Baptists,  we  have  done  many  things  during  the  past  year— but  we  have 
not  met  this  need.  Let's  do  so  before  the  van  der  Plas  Family  leaves  the  States. 
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Editorial  ■■■■■■■■■■i^H^Hi^^^B 

It  Is  Up  to  Us!  I 

"I  want  my  church  to  grow! " 

There  is  just  no  telling  how  many  times  I  have  heard  thai 
comment  made. 

The  second  most  popular  query  I  hear  is:  "Why  doesn'1 
the  (Free  Will  Baptist)  Church  grow?" 

Well,  to  be  quite  honest  with  you,  this  question  has  in- 
trigued pastors,  philosophers,  church  leaders,  and  lay  people 
for  centuries.  Anyone  who  believes  in  church  growth  as  an 
ultimate  expression  of  Christian  outreach  and  discipleship  I 
asks  this. 

"I  want  my  church  to  grow  .  .  ."is  repeated  over  and  over 
again  by  our  generation,  a  generation  which  sees  its  past  and 
future  being  overwhelmed  by  the  present.  Church  growth  is 
the  goal,  ambition,  dream  of  people  the  world  over. 

Strange  thing  though,  when  things  are  progressing  well, 
no  one  seems  to  ask  why,  who  is  responsible,  or  how.  It  is  only 
when  things  become  stagnant  that  interest  develops. 

Whenever  a  church  is  growing,  it  must  be  mirrored  i 
against  the  example  of  the  New  Testament  church:  "By  the 
miracle  of  her  own  life,  she  is  an  exemplary  community,  a* 
model  of  what  human  society  should  be."  The  New  Testament 
church  was  born  of  the  Spirit;  it  was  an  instrument  of  the 
Spirit  which  grew  rapidly— from  about  30  people  at  the  Cross 
to  120  in  the  Upper  Room,  to  more  than  3,000  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost.  The  Early  Church  grew  from  a  lonely,  provincial 
|  body  to  the  boundaries  of  civilization  in  300  years.  Thei 
members  of  this  church  charged  full  strength  ahead  with  un-i 
precedented  power,  confronting  people,  government  and 
religious  resistance  .  .  .  and  their  faith  turned  the  world  upsidef 
down. 

As  they  traveled  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome— and  even 

beyond— these  Christians  projected  the  varied  and  total 

ministry  of  the  Lord:  they  healed  the  sick,  comforted  those; 
i    with  sorrows,  discipled  the  newly  converted,  established  andt 

developed  churches,  evangelized  the  lost.  They  were  not; 
i  afraid  to  cross  all  barriers— racial,  economic  and  social— to? 
j    pray,  praise,  worship,  fellowship,  evangelize,  disciple,  andi 

minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Early  Church  was  conceived  of  mission,  nurtured  as\ 

mission,  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  on  mission.  These! 

Christians  reached  out  from  their  home  base,  grounded  ini 

God's  love  as  disclosed  supremely  in  the  Cross.  The  Early! 

Church  had  as  its  mandate  the  Great  Commission;  its! 

message  was  triumphant:  joy,  hope,  peace,  love,  and  abun-l 

dant  life. 

The  mandate  and  message  have  not  changed— they  are 
j    ours  today. 

j  Applying  them  in  the  confrontation  and  penetration  of 
society  by  believers  stands  as  our  responsibility.  And  if  the 
church  is  threatened  by  survival,  it  is  because  it  has  failed  to 
accept  its  mandate  or  proclaim  its  message. 

We  need  to  discover  afresh  the  wonder  and  the  power  and  | 
the  glory  of  the  gospel— therein  lies  the  church's  reason  for  ex- 
isting; therein  lies  our  opportunity  for  sustained,  honest, 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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The  Making  of  Disciples 
(Ministry  of  the  Sunday  School) 

by  Marice  DeBruhl 


A  friend  recently  confided  to  me  that  she 
Ijlt  her  church  was  failing  in  its  primary 
ifsponsibility  to  its  people.  I  was  astonished  at 
Ijr  statement  as  I  knew  that  this  particular 
Hurch  was  experiencing  phenomenal  growth 
4  the  result  of  a  very  successful  media 
ijinistry.  She  went  on  to  explain  that  people 
^re  being  added  to  the  church  in  large 
limbers ;  were  in  attendance  for  the  morning 
^prship  services  and  gave  liberally  of  their 
ijfiancial  means  but  were  not  involved  in  the 
wk  of  the  church— were  not  receiving  biblical 
laining  or  being  nurtured  in  the  faith.  In 
recapitulation  she  added  "we  are  adding 
rjembers  but  failing  to  make  disciples." 

This  conversation  caused  me  to  reflect 
Don  the  ministry  of  my  own  church  and  to 
^aluate  its  success  in  the  making  of  disciples. 
Ijjuickly  realized  that  the  most  effective  tool 
Jjr  reaching  this  goal  is  the  Sunday  school  and 
fat  realization  put  the  ball  squarely  in  my 
ourt  as  I  began  to  gain  new  insight  of  my 
i|sponsibility  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher— my 
ijsponsibility  to  help  my  students  reach  their 
III  potential  as  Christians  and  to  train  them  to 
1  ke  their  places  in  the  church.  I  began  to 
sssess  my  strengths  and  weaknesses  as  a 
|  lacher  of  adults  and  to  establish  goals  for 
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myself  and  my  class.  I  realized,  too,  that  this 
responsibility  for  making  disciples  is  shared  by 
the  church  and  Sunday  School  Convention  as 
well  as  the  local  teacher  and  that  it  is  only  in 
working  together  as  teacher,  church  and  Con- 
vention that  we  can  hope  to  achieve  success.  A 
three-part  outline  began  to  emerge  in  my  mind 
as  I  thought  of  the  role  each  should  play  in 
building  a  successful  Sunday  school  and  I 
would  like  to  share  my  thoughts  with  the  hope 
that  my  concerns  might  be  your  concerns  as 
we  look  together  at  the  teaching  ministry  of  the 
Sunday  school. 

The  Teacher's  Role 

We  should  view  our  role  as  teachers  as  a 
very  special  commitment  to  God  to  serve  Him 
through  teaching  His  Word.  When  we  stand 
before  our  class  without  being  adequately 
prepared,  we  have  failed  in  our  commitment  to 
Him  and  to  our  church.  As  teachers  we  must  be 
willing  to  spend  time— blocks  of  time— in 
preparation.  Many  times  this  is  not  easy  as  we 
feel  pressure  from  other  sources  and  find 
ourselves  being  pulled  in  many  different  direc- 
tions, but  I  am  convinced  that  successful 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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teaching  is  the  result  of  adequate  preparation 
and  that  we  must  give  this  top  priority  in 
allocating  our  time. 

I  like  to  begin  my  preparation  one  week  in 
advance  by  reading  the  lesson  on  the  preceding 
Sunday  to  familiarize  myself  with  the  Scripture 
and  lesson  goal.  This  is  more  or  less  like  plac- 
ing the  material  in  my  own  personal  memory 
bank  to  be  recalled  during  the  week  when  some 
event  or  circumstance  reminds  me  of  the 
lesson.  Usually  by  the  end  of  the  week  I  have 
formulated  some  definite  ideas  with  regards  to 
the  lesson  presentation  and  I  am  then  ready  to 
begin  serious  research  and  study.  This  is  ac- 
complished in  several  early  morning  sessions 
when  I  am  alert  and  not  hindered  by  outside  in- 
terruptions. I  end  my  preparation  by  briefly 
reviewing  my  notes  early  on  Sunday  morning. 

This  type  of  preparation  works  best  for  me. 
Some  other  method  may  be  more  effective  for 
you;  experiment  with  several  methods,  but  let 
your  prime  concern  be  adequate  preparation.  If 
we  love  God— if  we  love  those  we  feel  called  to 
teach— then  we  must  appear  before  them  with 
something  to  share. 

There  are  many  other  aspects  of  the  role  of 
teacher  that  I  feel  are  of  vital  importance  such 
as  sharing  the  interests  and  concerns  of  our 
students ;  showing  them  that  we  love  and  care 
for  them  as  individuals  and  want  to  help  them 
grow  spiritually  and  to  achieve  success  in  their 
Christian  lives.  There  is  no  substitute  for  car- 
ing. I  am  convinced  that  more  people  are  won 
through  being  loved  than  through  any  other 
method. 

The  Role  of  the  Local  Church  (Sunday  School) 

It  is  from  the  church  that  we  receive  our 
best  list  of  prospects  for  visitation.  I  feel  that 
the  church  should  work  very  closely  with  the 
Sunday  school  in  a  vital,  active  visitation  pro- 
gram that  will  reach  the  unchurched  and  help 
the  Sunday  school  grow.  Sunday  school  growth 
enhances  church  growth.  The  two  go  hand  in 
hand. 

I  believe  that  a  second  concern  of  the 
church  should  be  to  supervise  the  selection  of 
materials  to  be  used  in  the  Sunday  school.  This 
is  perhaps  best  accomplished  through  the  work 
of  the  Sunday  school  council,  comprised  of  of- 
ficers and  teachers  of  the  school.  For  many 
years  our  church  used  the  same  materials 
without  any  evaluation  as  to  their  usefulness  or 
without  any  effort  to  determine  other  valuable 
helps.  This  is  an  area  we  are  addressing  at  the 
present  time. 

A  third  contribution  I  feel  the  church  can 
make  to  the  teaching  ministry  of  the  Sunday 
school  is  in  providing  a  well-stocked  library  of 
books  and  materials  that  will  aid  the  teacher. 
Many  teachers  do  not  have  access  to  these 
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helps  in  the  home  and  could  greatly  benefit  , 
from  a  good  church  library. 

The  Role  of  the  Sunday  School  Convention  i 

I  feel  that  the  Sunday  School  Convention 
has  a  great  opportunity  to  serve  our  people  ai 
also  a  tremendous  responsibility  to  provide  in 
centive  for  growth.  The  Sunday  school 
workshops  sponsored  by  the  Paul  Palmer  In- 
stitute have  been  very  helpful  and  well  at- 
tended by  our  people.  Perhaps  these  worksho] 
should  be  expanded  and  enlarged  upon  with 
emphasis  placed  on  strategic  concerns  of  the 
teaching  ministry  of  the  church.  Other  course,  i 
could  be  offered  which  would  be  very  helpful  1 1 
teachers  and  which  I  believe  would  be  of  grea 
interest.  One  of  the  community  colleges  in  oui 
area  recently  offered  a  course  entitled  "Carta 
in  the  Christian  Community"  and  we  had  six 
teachers  from  our  church  who  made  the 
twenty-mile  drive  each  week  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  the  course.  The  course  dealt  wit 
all  phases  of  caring— from  hospital  and  nursir 
home  visits— to  crisis  situations  such  a  ter- 
minal illness,  death  and  divorce.  This  type  of 
instruction  is  very  helpful. 

I  also  believe  the  Convention  can  aid  the 
teacher  by  providing— perhaps  on  an  annual 
basis— a  one-or  two-day  training  session  for 
teachers  and  officers  of  the  Sunday  school.  I  I 
would  hope  the  session  would  include  two  im-  i 
portant  elements:  (1)  seminars  that  would  pW 
vide  an  environment  conducive  to  the  sharing 
of  ideas  and  concerns  as  they  relate  to  the  Sui| 
day  school  and  (2)  instruction  by  competent  | 
personnel  who  possess  creative  ideas  and  the 
ability  to  motivate  people.  I  know  that  I  grow  , 
"stale"  from  time  to  time  and  suffer  from  ( 
"teacher  burnout"  and  I  feel  that  other 
teachers  suffer  from  this  malady  and  could 
also  benefit  from  this  type  of  program. 

A  third  area  in  which  I  feel  the  Convention 
can  benefit  the  teacher  is  by  providing— again 
on  an  annual  basis— a  list  of  resource  materia, 
to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  particular  j 
lesson  series  and  to  keep  the  teacher  informed 
of  new  helps  that  might  become  available. 
Perhaps  a  committee  from  the  Convention 
working  with  representatives  of  the  Press  coii 
accomplish  this  goal. 

These  are  merely  the  thoughts,  ideas  and 
musings  of  one  teacher— one  teacher  who  is 
constantly  in  search  of  new  and  better  ideas  U 
be  used  in  fulfilling  her  commitment  to  the 
teaching  ministry  of  her  church.  I  realize  that 
have  barely  scratched  the  surface  of  what  I 
view  as  a  tremendous  challenge— a  challenge 
to  build  bigger  and  better  Sunday  schools  and 
in  a  more  personal  sense  to  aid  in  the  building 
of  disciples.  May  God  bless  us  as  we  work 
together  toward  this  goal. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 


Kinston 


—Special  Music,  the  Rev.  A.  B. 

Bryan,  Host  Church 
—Convention  Message,  Mattie  Lou 

Link,  Greenville 
—Benediction  and  Blessing 
—Announcements,  the  Rev.  A.  B. 

Bryan,  Host  Pastor 
12:00— Lunch 


\  Highway 

I   \  ™  New  Bern 

r  cisboro  \ 


I  Smith's  New 
Home  Church 

.  Vbout  11  miles  South  of  Kinston  on 
t  Ighway    #258.    This    is  Kinston- 
r  (icksonville  Highway.  Church  is  on 
It. 

ijThe     Eastern  District 
I  f Oman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
Trail  be  held  on  March  22,  1984, 
1  |  Smith's  New  Home  Church, 
eep  Run.  The  theme  will  be 
Witnessing  in  His  Power." 
he  Scripture  will  be  taken 
lorn  Acts  1:8.  The  scheduled 
1  jrogram  is  as  follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
:  30— Registration 
:  55— Prelude 
':  00— Hymn 

—Welcome,    Verdie   Hill,  Host 
Church 

i    —Response,  Agnes  Garner,  Holly 
Springs  Church 
—Special  Music,  Connie  Morris, 

Vanceboro 
—Devotions,    Virginia  Skinner, 
I  I  Arapahoe 

—President's  Remarks,  Rena  Kirk 
—Business  Session 
■  I    —Camp  Vandemere  Report,  Nina 
Grace  Register,  First  Church, 
f  Kinston 
,  —Hymn 

—Offering  and  Prayer 
—Reports 
25— Chorus,  "Jesus  in  Me  Loves 
You" 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Chorus  Time  with  Deborah  King 
—Prayer 
—Reports 

1.  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Dola 
Dudley 

2.  Superannuation,  Mildred 
Hansley 

3.  Youth,  Aileen  Hawley 

4.  Cragmont,  Velma  Morris 

5.  Mount  Olive  College,  Happy 
Taylor 

6.  Missions,  Deborah  King 

7.  Children's  Home  and  Retire- 
ment Homes,  Jeanette  Lefler 

—Miscellaneous  Reports  and  Busi- 
ness 

—Treasurer's  Report 
—Benediction 
2:00— Adjourn 

Pianist,  Host  Church,  Maria  Ard  Ham 
Song  Director,   Host  Church,  Annie 

Ruth  Parrish 
Ushers,  Host  Church 

Upcoming  Events  at 
Tee's  Chapel  Church 

The  Melody  Masters  Trio  will 
be  performing  at  Tee's  Chapel 
Church  on  Sunday  evening, 
March  18,  at  7  p.m. 

Revival  services  will  begin 
on  Sunday,  March  25,  at  7  p.m. 
and  will  continue  through 
March  29.  Monday  through 
Thursday  services  begin  at  7 : 30 
p.m.  The  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry 
will  be  the  guest  evangelist. 
The  pastor  of  Tee's  Chapel 
Church  is  the  Rev.  T.  C. 
Farmer.  The  church  is  located 
8  miles  east  of  Smithfield  on 
rural  road  1107  (Brogden 
Road).  Everyone  is  invited  to 
attend  these  services. 

Revival  Services  at 
Bethany  Church 

The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove, 
pastor  of  Elm  Grove  Church, 
will  be  the  visiting  evangelist 
for  revival  services  at  Bethany 


Church  near  Winterville, 
March  18-23.  Services  will 
begin  each  evening  at  7:30.  In 
addition  to  the  gospel  messages 
there  will  be  a  program  of 
special  music  each  evening.  A 
cordial  invitation  is  extended  to 
the  public  to  attend. 


Pleasant  Grove  Church 
Has  Sweetheart  Banquet 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Bryant 


The  members  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church  of  Erwin  held 
their  woman's  auxiliary  Valen- 
tine sweetheart  banquet  on  Fri- 
day, February  17,  in  the  church 
fellowship  hall.  They  also 
celebrated  the  birthdays  of  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Ted  Bryant, 
and  his  wife,  Gail. 

The  banquet  was  opened  with 
Scripture  reading  and  personal 
testimony  by  Janice  Lucas. 
Ronnie  Hayes  offered  grace  for 
the  meal. 

A  variety  of  foods,  served 
buffet-style,  was  prepared  by 
the  auxiliary  members.  Lib 
McLamb  made  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  dinner. 

After  dinner,  Ann  Vann  and 
Janice  Lucas,  program 
chairmen,  presented  three 
humorous  skits  with  several 
church  members  participating. 

Pastor  Bryant  and  his  wife 
were  presented  a  heart-shaped 
birthday  cake  made  by  Lib 
McLamb.  They  also  received 
many  presents  from  the 
members. 

There  were  73  members  and 
guests  present  to  celebrate  the 
birthdays  and  Valentine's  Day. 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Juniper  Chapel  Church 
Has  Revival  Scheduled 

Revival  services  are  sched- 
uled at  Juniper  Chapel  Church, 
Vanceboro,  March  19-23.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Robert  May  of 
Ahoskie  will  be  the  evangelist. 
The  Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones, 
pastor,  extends  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  services. 

Spring  Revival  at 
Smyrna  Church 

Smyrna  Church,  Blounts 
Creek,  will  be  having  its 
spring  revival,  March  19-23. 
The  time  of  the  services  is  7 : 30 
p.m.  The  evangelist  will  be  the 
Rev.  David  Lupton.  There  will 
be  special  singing  each  night. 

Smyrna's  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  G.  Smith,  and  members  cor- 
dially invite  everyone  to  attend. 

Revival  Services  at 
Mount  Zion  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
at  Mount  Zion  Church,  Nash 
County,  March  19-23.  The  time 
of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m.  The 
Rev.  Joe  Ingram  will  be  the 
guest  evangelist.  There  will  be 
special  music  each  night.  The 
pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
Ray  Everton.  The  public  is  in- 
vited to  attend  these  services. 


Current  News  for 
Black  Jack  Church 


The  Rev.  Stacy  Carter 

Black  Jack  Church  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  employment  of 
the  Rev.  Stacy  Carter  as  full- 
time  youth  director  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Carter  comes  to 


SOUND  SIDE  WELCOMES  PASTOR  AND  FAMILY 

SOUND  SIDE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


WORSHIP  JESUS  WITH  US  THIS  SUNDAY 
=     SUNDAY  SCHOOL  10=00 


WELCOME!  REV.  C.H.  OVERMAN 

AND 

^==  FAMILY 


PRAYER  BREAKFAST  1ST  SUNDAY   EACH  MONTH  9=00 
LAYMEN'S  J.EAGUE  EACH  SATURDAY  BEFORE  3RD  SUNDA*  J 

January  15, 1984,  was  a  very  special  day  for  Sound  Side  as  the;' 
welcomed  their  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  and  his  fami 
ly.  Actually  the  atmosphere  was  very  much  one  of  homecoming.  Ii 
the  1950s  when  Mr.  Overman  was  just  out  of  college,  he  came  to 
Tyrrell  County  to  serve  as  pastor  for  Sound  Side  and  Malach 
Chapel.  He  served  the  people  at  Sound  Side  well  then,  beinj 
dedicated  and  hardworking.  The  church  loved  him  then  and  stilj 
does.  Most  of  the  people  at  Sound  Side  remember  him  for  hi.; 
sincerity  and  his  close  relationship  with  the  Lord,  which  showed  ii! 
every  aspect  of  his  life.  They  also  think  of  his  interest  in  the  younji 
people  and  the  community.  He  spent  countless  hours  working  anf 
playing  with  them  and  bringing  them  closer  to  the  Lord. 

Now  he  is  back  at  Sound  Side  with  his  wife,  Ruby,  anc 
daughter,  Tina.  Sound  Side  had  been  without  a  pastor  since  July 
1983,  and  had  been  praying  long  and  hard  for  God's  leadership  ii 
securing  one.  Then  one  Sunday,  Mr.  Overman  and  his  famirj 
walked  into  the  Sunday  school,  just  visiting,  not  knowing  that  there! 
was  no  pastor,  and  the  Lord  took  it  from  there.  The  people  at  Sounc 
Side  feel  the  Lord  sent  him  to  them,  and  are  very  humble  anc 
grateful. 


the  Greenville  area  from  the 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Church, 
Raeford,  North  Carolina.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Carolina  Bible 
College  in  Fayetteville,  a 
satellite  school  of  Columbia  Bi- 
ble College,  where  he  was 
trained  for  the  gospel  ministry 
concentrating  in  Christian 
education  and  youth  ministry. 
Mr.  Carter  has  varied  ex- 
perience in  youth  work  as  he 
has  served  several  churches  as 
pastor,  associate  pastor,  or 
youth  director.  Having  served 
on  the  New  South  River 
Association  Evangelistic  Com- 
mittee the  new  youth  director 


has  a  tremendous  interest  ir} 
youth  evangelism.  The  people 
at  Black  Jack  join  Mr.  Carter  in 
his  excitement  over  "what  Goes 
is  going  to  do  through  the  peo-j 
pie  here." 

Mr.  Carter  is  married  to  Mrs 
Sherry  Buie  Carter  and  thej 
have  three  children:  Mrs.  Wen 
dy  Carter  Graves,  23;  Rober 
Stacy  Carter  Jr.,  18;  and  Krist 
Nicole  Carter,  4.  He  officiallj 
began  his  duties  on  January  1 
1984,  as  Black  Jack's  first  youtt 
director.  For  the  past  4  yean 
he  has  sung  extensively  wit! 
the  Pioneers  of  Raeford. 
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Governor  Jim  Hunt  will  be 
jxe  guest  speaker  for  Family 
estival  at  Black  Jack  Church, 
n  March  28,  at  8  p.m. 
veryone  is  invited  to  come 
hd  visit  with  the  people  at 
lack  Jack  at  that  time  and 
ave  an  opportunity  to  meet  the 
jest  speaker.  There  will  be  a 
jrsery  provided,  children's 
wch,  and  special  good  old 
me  gospel  singing. 


|  Mount  Olive  College 


Black  Jack  Church  is  having 
s  spring  revival'  through 
arch  16.  The  time  of  the  ser- 
ces  is  7:30  p.m.  The  Rev.  Earl 
lenn  is  the  evangelist.  The 
lblic  is  invited  to  attend, 
here  will  be  children's  church, 

mursery  provided,  and  special 

iinging  each  night.  The  Rev. 

'Bdric  Pierce  is  pastor  of  the 
lurch.  It  is  located  on  Route  3, 

•  reenville. 

pecial  Services  Noted  for 
little  Bock  Church 
|  The  congregation  and  pastor 
if  Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama, 
jivite  everyone  to  attend  five 
ights  of  special  services.  The 
jates  are  Sunday,  March  18, 
irough  Thursday,  March  22. 
A  special  service  in  sacred 
iiusic  will  be  presented  on  Sun- 
ay,  March  18,  at  7  p.m.  Ms. 
jhyllis  Mayo  will  be  the  soloist 
hd  will  be  accompanied  on  the 
iano  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Rose 
/indley.  Ms.  Mayo  has  served 
Js  a  missionary  to  Japan  and  is 
pw  employed  by  the  Southern 
japtist  Foreign  Missions 
ioard,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Irs.  Windley,  a  former 
jiember  of  Little  Rock  now 
esides  with  her  family  in 
laleigh,  North  Carolina.  Little 
lock  has  been  blessed  by  these 
idies'  witness  in  sacred  song 
n  two  previous  occasions  and 
ake  this  opportunity  to  extend 
p  everyone  the  privilege  of 
haring  in  this  worship  ex- 
erience. 

On  Monday,  March  19, 
krough  Thursday,  March  22, 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 
Mount  Olive  College 

The  seating  project  for  College  Hall  includes  800  chairs  and 
1,200  bleacher  seats,  for  a  total  capacity  of  2,000  people  on  the  main 
floor.  In  case  of  an  overflow  audience,  an  additional  300  people  can 
be  accommodated  in  the  balcony. 

Individual  friends,  churches  and  church  organizations  are 
making  a  generous  response  to  this  project  by  contributing  $50  to 
sponsor  a  chair  and  $100  to  sponsor  a  bleacher  seat.  The  chair  proj- 
ect has  gone  over  the  top.  Gifts  and  pledges  to  date  for  bleacher 
seats  total  309,  leaving  a  balance  of  891  yet  to  be  sponsored. 

When  the  seating  project  is  completed,  all  gifts  will  be 
recognized  on  an  appropriate  chart  in  the  lobby  of  College  Hall.  In 
addition,  gifts  for  bleacher  seats  will  be  recognized  with  name 
plates  on  the  backs  of  the  seats. 

We  are  grateful  for  all  gifts  to  College  Hall,  and  we  encourage 
churches,  Sunday  schools,  layman's  leagues,  woman's  auxiliaries, 
youth  groups,  church  organizations  and  individuals  to  continue 
their  support  to  the  seating  project. 

Gifts  for  bleacher  seats  may  be  made  in  full  at  one  time  or  in  in- 
stallments as  determined  by  the  donor  ($25  monthly  or  quarterly). 

Summary  of  College  Hall  Bleacher  Seats  Through  March  5 

Contributed 
Needed       or  Pledged  Balance 

Bleacher  Seats  ($100  each)  1,200  309  891 


Ihe 
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Chairs:  February  28— March  5 


Donors 

In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Williams  and  Boyce  Williams 
By  Mrs.  Carrena  B.  Williams,  Kenly 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Bryan 

By  Smith's  New  Home  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Deep  Run 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heber  Cox 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  A.  Singleton,  Ayden 

In  Honor  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Griffin 

By  Layman's  League  of  Greenville,  First  Church,  Green- 
ville 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  David  Hines 

By  Senior  Citizen  Members  of  New  Sandy  Hill  Church,  Sims 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Worthington 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Worthington,  Ayden 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Braxton  Sr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Worthington,  Ayden 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  T.  Braxton  Sr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Worthington,  Ayden 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser 

By  Senior  Citizens  Fellowship  of  Wilson,  First  Church, 

Wilson 

In  Memory  of  Edgar  Davis 

By  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  of  May's  Chapel 

Church,  Dudley 
In  Honor  of  Charles  Johnston 

By  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  of  May's  Chapel 

Church,  Dudley 
Shady  Grove  Fidalis  Sunday  School  Class,  Dunn 
Shady  Grove  Sunday  School,  Dunn 
In  Memory  of  Nannie  Mae  Jones 

By  the  Children 

(Turn  the  Page) 


Number 
of 

Chairs  Amount 

1         $  50 

1  50 
1  50 


50 


100 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


100 
50 
50 


In  Honor  of  Bob  S.  Jones  1  50 
By  the  Children 

In  Honor  of  David  R.  Kriger  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  R.  Kennedy,  Goldsboro 

In  Honor  of  Arthur  D.  DeHart  1  50 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  R.  Kennedy,  Goldsboro 

Heritage  Mission,  Matthews  2  100 

In  Memory  of  Hilda  Mae  Rollins  1  50 

By  Ellen  RNet  Barton,  Newburg,  MD 

White  Oak  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Bladenboro  1  50 

White  Oak  Youth,  Bladenboro  1  50 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Pluma  Sullivan  1  50 

By  Sincere  Sunday  School  Class  of  Stoney  Creek  Church, 

Goldsboro     

Totals  25  $1,250 

Bleacher  Seats:  February  28  — March  5 

Number 
of 

Bleacher 

Donors  Seats  Amount 

In  Honor  of  William  S.  Wilkins  Sr.  1  $100 

By  Mrs.  Sallie  W.  Blanchard  and  Miss  Mary  Lou  Wilkins, 

Rose  Hill 

Mr.  W.  M.  Raynor,  Mount  Olive  1  100 

Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville  1  100 

In  Honor  of  Kaye  Beddard  1  100 

By  Mr.  Wesley  Beddard,  Mount  Olive 

Dr.  R.  H.  Shackelford,  Mount  Olive  1  100 

In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Clarence  F.  Bowen  1  100 

By  Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn     

Totals  6  $600 

GIFT  FORM:  COLLEGE  HALL  BLEACHER  SEAT  ($100  EACH) 

Name  


Address . 


City  State  Zip . 

Church   

In  Honor  of  (Person  Living) 
Name  


Send  Acknowledgement  Card  to : 
Name  


Address . 


City  State  Zip. 

In  Memory  of  (Person  Deceased) 
Name  


Send  Acknowledgment  Card  to : 
Name  


Address  

City  State  Zip . 


My  gift  in  the  amount  of  $  will  be  payable  as  follows: 

$   Herewith 

 Monthly  beginning   

 Quarterly  beginning  

 As  follows  

Mail  to 

Gifts  Records  Office 

Mount  Olive  College 

Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 

Telephone:  919/658-2502 


k'1 

Endowment  of  the  Week 


THE  JOHN  PRESTON  / 
AND  LAURA  B. 
WATSON  ENDOWMENT 


Laura  B.  and  John  Preston  Watsot\\ 


The  John  Preston  and  Lauil 
B.  Watson  Endowment  ;| 
Mount  Olive  College  wa( 
established  as  a  memorii 
to  Laura  Beville  Watsq 
(1899-1981)  and  in  honor  of  hij 
husband,  John  Preston  Watsoi| 
with  whom  she  shared  fift| 
three  years  of  married  life. 

Mrs.  Watson  was  a  native  < 
De  Witt,  Virginia.  A  teacher  to 
profession,  she  taught  in  tt 
public  schools  of  Virginia  an 
North  Carolina,  including  Saiit 
Mary's  School  in  Wilson  Count{ 
and  Kenly  and  Micro  schools  iu 
Johnston  County.  She  was  a 
active  member  of  Saint  Mary\ 
Church  near  Kenly. 

The  Endowment  consists  < 
real  estate  in  Wilson  Count[ 
which  has  been  given  in  trust  t 
Mount  Olive  College  by  J.  Ij 
Watson  and  his  wife,  Leoria  ([ 
Watson.  Income  from  the  tru$ 
is  payable"  to  the  Watsons  fo 
life  and  thereafter  to  Mour 
Olive  College. 

Mr.  Watson  has  been 
member  of  Saint  Mary' 
Church  for  more  than  half 
century.  He  is  a  retired  deaco 
and  Sunday  school  superinter 
dent.  He  was  also  a  Sunda 
school  teacher  for  more  tha 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Children's  Home 


PLAY  TIME -THE  GROUP 


As  we  have  experienced  the  warm  weather,  our  children  have 
en  part  in  group  activities.  The  suitable  weather  allowed  for  fun 
the  sun  across  campus.  Being  a  part  of  a  group  < family  or  social 
gbup)  is  important  to  all  of  us.  When  people  live  in  close  proximity 
tieach  other  they  become  part  of  a  group.  Think  how  important  it 
i:to  you  how  your  family  views  you.  Even  after  you've  grown  and 
rpved  away,  you  still  want  their  concern,  their  attention,  and  their 


aproval.  To  the  child  in  care,  the  cottage  group  becomes  his 
pimary  group.  Situations  and  circumstances  have  brought  the 
cild  to  a  totally  different  place  to  live  and  the  cottage  group  takes 

>'c  great  importance.  We  develop  our  social  self  through  interaction 

1  mh  our  primary  group.  This  means  that  as  a  child  develops  he 

'lkms  his  norms  and  values  from  the  group  with  which  he  lives. 

s  Car  primary  group  provides  the  source  of  emotional  satisfaction. 

''  EVeryone  needs  to  be  trusted,  loved,  accepted,  to  belong  and  to  suc- 
ceed. All  of  these  are  social  needs  that  are  met  by  interaction  with 

;ckers.  This  interaction  must  take  place  with  others  who  are  impor- 

1 Hit  or  significant  to  us. 

j  Group  child  care  is  an  experience  designed  to  help  children 
,V|iose  relationships  with  other  persons  have  been  incomplete, 
j  There  is  a  difference  in  the  resources  of  the  family  and  residen- 
tjil  child  care.  In  the  family  the  responsibility  for  meeting  the 
(lild's  needs  is  generally  held  by  the  parents.  Whereas,  in  residen- 
ts care  a  team  of  adults  are  available  for  the  child.  This  team  in- 
j  Qdes  child  care  workers,  social  psychologists,  recreational, 
rjaintenance,  and  administrative  personnel. 

j  j  The  children  enjoy  their  groups  (peers)  and  the  group  ex- 
j  Fjriences  that  give  all  of  us  prominence  in  this  world  in  which  we 
n  e. 

Pray  for  the  children  individually  and  for  your  Child  Care 
Ijinistry ,  as  we  serve  through  our  individual  efforts  and  as  a  part  of 
steam  to  provide  "A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls." 


rtfE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN 

You  are  a  friend  to  children 
because  of  the  active  part  you 
take  in  supporting  your  child 
care  ministry. 

We  are  currently  caring  for 
thirty  children  and  we  are  ex- 
cited about  the  opening  of 
another  cottage.  Currently  we 
are  operating  State  Cottage, 
Central  Cottage,  Parker  House 
(Independent  Living)  and 
Rodgers  Cottage,  which  was 
opened  February  24,  1984. 
Financially  speaking,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  meet  the  expense  of 
another  cottage,  but  we  are 
trusting  God  and  asking  our 
friends  and  churches  to  help 
meet  this  additional  cost  by  giv- 
ing that  special  gift. 

Your  commitment  to  pray 
has  undergirded  our  ministry 
and  sustained  us,  as  we  con- 
tinually seek  to  be  "A  Christian 
Home  for  Boys  and  Girls."  We 
are  asking  others  to  join  us  in 
daily  prayer  for  the  child  in 
need. 

We  would  like  to  extend  to 
you  a  special  invitation  to  be 
our  guest  for  lunch  on 
Founder's  Day,  May  26, 1984,  at 
11:30  a.m.  After  lunch  we  will 
assemble  in  Memorial  Chapel 
for  our  Founder's  Day  Service. 
The  remainder  of  the  afternoon 
will  be  given  to  tours  of  the 
campus  and  plenty  of  good 
fellowship.  Make  your  plans 
now  to  share  with  us  on  this 
festive  day. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 
We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
on  Founder's  Day. 


ATTENTION 

Begin  now  to  make 
preparations  to  atttend  the  1984 
session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  This  conference  will 
meet  at  Tee's  Chapel  Church 
near  Smithfield,  June  18,  19, 
and  20,  1984. 


Foreign  Missions 


The  Roshan  Lai  Family  ofNai  Basti  Colony,  India,  was  brought 
to  Jesus  in  April  1983,  BECAUSE  YOU  CARE.  The  story  of  their 
conversion  follows. 


"Roshan  Lai,  father  and  head 
of  the  family,  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  hear  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  twice  by  the  gospel 
teams  during  the  months  of 
June  1981  and  '82.  Roshan  Lai, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  con- 
fronted with  domestic  prob- 
lems led  by  an  evil  spirit.  He 
did  his  best  to  overcome  the 
problems.  The  more  he  tried 
with  the  help  of  superstitions 
and  with  the  help  of  Hindu  and 
Muslim  priests  the  evil  spirits 
became  more  and  more  ag- 
gressive and  disturbed  the  life 
of  each  one  of  the  family 
members  to  the  extent  that 
they  lost  mental  balance  and 
peace  completely.  The  old  man, 
Roshan  Lai,  thought  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  the  gospel 


message  he  had  heard  some- 
time ago  from  our  evangelistic 
team. 

He  rushed  along  with  his  sons 
to  us  and  after  having  an  ex- 
change of  thought  with  them, 
we  felt  that  they  needed  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  take  their 
problems  and  to  save  them  for 
eternity.  This  family  had  wor- 
shiped the  idols  from  the  very 
beginning  and  were  staunch  in 
their  faith.  However,  little 
preaching  to  them  was  the 
source  of  mending  them  to  the 
life  eternal." 

Dr.  E.M.  Lall 
India 

SEND  MORE  IN  '84 
Telethon  Theme: 
World  Missions  and  You. 


WORLD  MISSIONS  AND 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

The  local  church  is  a  result  of 
and  a  participant  in  the  mission 
of  God.  You  exist  as  a  local 
church  because  someone 
shared  the  gospel  in  your  area. 
The  task  of  the  local  church, 
however,  is  not  limited  to  a 
small   geographical  area, 


where  a  building  is  erected,  but 
is  world  wide  in  scope.  Prov- 
erbs 29:18  says,  "Where  there 
is  no  vision,  the  people  perish." 
I  believe  that  any  local  body  of 
believers  who  will  place  the 
evangelization  of  the  world  as 
their  number  one  priority  will 
flourish.  Where  there  is  a  vision 
for  the  world  the  people 
flourish. 


The  gospel  is  for  all  peopi 
all  nations.  The  local  churcl 
the  strength  of  world  misskj 
Just  as  we  say  the  family  is 
strength  of  our  nation, 
weak  family  means  that  our 
tion  is  a  little  weaker.  One  wi 
church  for  world  missii 
means  that  God's  plan 
world  outreach  is  weakened 

The  local  church  is 
strength  of  the  world  missii 
movement,  for  from  the  lo 
church  come  prayer  warric 
missionaries,  and  resources 
complete  the  Great  Comrr 
sion.  The  mission  of  the  chui 
is  to  reach  every  person 
earth  with  the  gospel  of  Jetj 
Christ  during  his  lifetime. 

Your  local  church  is  imp 
tant.  What  you  do  for  woi 
missions  determines  { 
strength. 

TELETHON  SUNDAY  IS 
MARCH  25. 
CALL  AND  REPORT 
YOUR  MISSIONS  OFFERD 
BETWEEN  1:30  and  5:30  P.] 
PHONE  (919)  746-4963 


CONSTRUCTION  BEGINS 

Construction  was  begun 
early  January  1984,  on  the  n' 
building  at  Palawan  Bible 
stitute.  How  exciting  to  see  I 
will  of  God  being  brought 
reality! 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  1 
Free  Will  Baptist  Chuij 
Philippines  has  awarded 
contract  for  construction  a 
labor  to  Mr.  Loreto  Malina 
The  Board  appointed  Antoi) 
Somones  Jr.,  Ludgerio  Malir 
and  Fred  Baker  to  oversee  1 
project  and  to  purchase 
needed  materials. 

Mr.  Loreto  Malinao,  an  eld 
ly  Christian  contractor,  w 
employed  by  Palawan  Bible ' 
stitute  in  1981,  to  build  t 
kitchen  and  classroc 
building.  We  have  been  ve 
pleased  with  his  previous  wo 
and  consider  it  a  blessing 
have   his   services   in  tl 
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CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY 

RECEIPTS 
JANUARY,  1984 
Total,  $6,530.08 

ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 


ject.  On  the  job  site  they 
isjre  Bible  reading  and  prayer 
3<jOre  starting  the  day's  work. 
Mthe  end  of  the  working  day 
il  workers  gather  around  for 
upther  prayer  before  going 
une. 

I  Che  building  will  be  a  two- 
lliry  concrete  structure.  When 
jiinpleted,  the  building  will 
#vide  space  for  an  apartment 
ifcj  the  Philippine  Director  of 
(MI,  the  National  print  shop, 
;IS(tional  headquarters  office 
ui  a  library/bookstore  for 
!Pljl.  That  is  putting  a  lot  into 
ttjo  square  feet. 

'  .dthough  giving  is  greatly 
3'jiind  the  projected  schedule, 
wj  believe  God  will  provide  the 
i4ded  funds  for  completion. 
Viy  1,  1984,  has  been  set  as 
Binpletion  date.  We  would  like 
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to  have  the  dedication  of  the 
building  when  our  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Director,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  visits  our  National  Con- 
vention on  April  23  and  24. 
Maybe  some  of  you  would  like 
to  join  him  for  this  trip.  Your 
life  would  never  be  the  same 
again. 

Construction  is  proceeding 
nicely.  The  concrete  posts  and 
beams  are  in  place  and  the 
second  floor  has  been  poured. 
God  has  blessed  us  to  be  able  to 
find  the  needed  materials  thus 
far. 

We  need  you  to  be  a  part  of 
this  project.  Your  prayers  and 
support  are  vital.  Thank  you  for 
what  you  have  done  and  for 
what  you  will  do  to  help  make 
Christ  known  to  the  Filipino 
people. 

Fred  P.  Baker 


Hickory  Chapel 

$  200.00 

Mount  Tabor 

25.00 

Mount  Zion  (Roper) 

46.39 

St.  Paul 

20.00 

Plymouth,  First 

50.00 

Union  Chapel  (Plymouth) 

28.97 

Union  Chapel  (Middlesex) 

10.00 

Total 

$  483.51 

CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Haymount 

$  42.52 

Hopewell 

76.34 

Lee's  Chapel  Fellowship  Class 

40.71 

Total 

$  159.57 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

Black  Jack 

$  30.00 

Friendship  (Walstonburg) 

25.00 

Greenville, 

First  Woman's  Auxiliary 

10.00 

Gum  Swamp 

100.00 

Hugo 

125.00 

King's  Cross  Roads 

16.74 

Marlboro 

150.00 

Otter's  Creek 

55.00 

Otter's  Creek  Sunday  School 

70.03 

Piney  Grove,  Greenville 

400.00 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

75.00 

Rose  Hill  Sunday  School 

50.00 

Saratoga 

114.00 

Tarboro,  First 

250.00 

Winterville  League 

18.98 

lotai 

$1,489.75 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Bridge  ton 

$  26.00 

Folkstone 

300.00 

Holly  Springs 

250.00 

Jackson  Heights 

132.25 

Mount  Zion  ( Vandemere ) 

25.00 

Oriental 

10.00 

Pilgrims  Rest 

5.00 

Saints  Delight 

275.00 

St.  Mary's 

280.  UU 

Welcome  Home 

20.00 

Total 

$1,328.25 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

Flood's  Chapel 

$  5.00 

Free  Union  ( Spring  Hope ) 

25.00 

Milbournie 

37.50 

People's  Chapel  Sunday  School 

10.00 

Piney  Grove 

62.50 

Sherron  Acres 

160.00 

Stancil's  Chapel  Sunday  School 

130.00 

Unity 

25.00 

Wilson,  First 

500.00 

First  Union 

175.00 

Total 

$1,130.00 

OTHERS 

Verena  P.  Johnson 

$  300.00 

St.  Cloud,  First,  Florida 

10.00 

Cragmont  Club 

1,412.50 

Memorial  Fund 

200.00 

Miscellaneous 

16.50 

Total 

$1,939.00 
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SUNDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Joshua  14-16 

GET  INTO  THE  WHEELBARROW! 

Years  ago  a  strong  wire  was  stretched 
across  Niagara  River,  just  above  the  roaring 
falls.  It  was  announced  that  a  tightrope  walker 
would  walk  on  that  suspended  wire  from  the 
American  to  the  Canadian  side.  The  thrilling  mo- 
ment for  the  death-defying  fete  arrived.  Great 
crowds  watched  with  wide-eyed  wonderment  as 
the  man  performed,  with  calm  deliberateness, 
the  awesome  stunt.  The  people  cheered  wildly! 
Then  the  performer  did  an  even  more  daring 
thing.  He  began  to  push  a  wheelbarrow  with  a 
grooved  wheel  across  the  suspended  wire.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  breath-taking  performance, 
thunderous  applause  went  up.  The  performer 
observed  a  boy  whose  wonderment  was  clearly 
discernible  on  his  bright  face.  Asked  the  man, 
"My  boy,  do  you  believe  that  I  could  put  you  in 
this  wheelbarrow  and  push  you  over  the  falls?" 
"Oh,  yes,"  said  the  boy  quickly.  "Then,  get  in  the 
wheelbarrow,"  said  the  man.  Instantly  the  boy 
dashed  away!  In  reality  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  tightrope  walker  could  take  him  safely 
across  the  falls. 

How  like  many  of  God's  children  was  the 
boy!  We  say  we  believe  in  the  power  of  Christ  to 
pilot  us  safely  "o'er  life's  tempestuous  sea,"  yet 
we  fail,  at  times,  to  utterly  commit  ourselves  in- 
to His  pierced  hands. 


O  Thou  of  little  faith, 

God  hath  not  failed  thee  yet! 
When  all  looks  dark  and  gloomy, 

Thou  dost  so  soon  forget! 


MONDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Joshua  17-19 

ONLY  ONE  TOOK  AN  UMBRELLA 
The  writer's  grandfather,  John  W.  Knight, 
was  a  Methodist  circuit  rider.  Before  his  conver- 
sion, he  was  a  notorious,  blatant  atheist.  When 
God  saved  him  his  life  was  totally  changed.  It  is 
said  that,  wherever  he  went,  a  revival  of  "the 
old-time  religion"  broke  out.  Bishop  Pierce,  in 
his  biography  of  "Uncle  Knight,"  tells  some  in- 
teresting stories  of  him.  The  following  incident 
shows  the  old  circuit  rider's  faith.  A  destroying 
drought  had  cast  its  sear  mantle  over  the  coun- 
tryside. Crops  were  withering  and  lying  in  the 
parched  fields.  "Uncle  Knight"  and  others 
wended  their  way  to  the  little  Crawford  Church 
in  Putnam  County,  Georgia,  to  pray  for  rain. 

12 


"Uncle  Knight,"  however,  was  the  only  one  vl 
took  an  umbrella  with  him  to  the  prajf] 
meeting.  On  bended  knees  the  old  man  began 
pray  as  follows:  "O,  Lord,  we  need  rain.  O,  Lo 
we  need  much  rain.  O,  Lord,  we  don't  want  a 
drizzly-drazzly  rain.  We  want  a  gully-washei| 
God  as  He  always  does,  honored  the  simple  fa 
of  the  old  circuit  rider,  and  the  people  soon  knj 
the  answer  to  the  ancient  question,  "Where  is  1 
Lord  God  of  Elijah?" 


Oh,  doubt  not  any  longer, 
To  Him  commit  thy  way; 

Whom  in  the  past  thou  trusted, 
And  is  the  same  today! 

TUESDAY, 
MARCH  *0 

Scripture  Reading— Joshua  20,  21 

AUTUMN  LEAVES 

Upon  the  breeze,  the  autumn  leaves 

Are  carried  thither,  yon; 
They  rest  at  last,  upon  the  grass, 

One  moment,  then  they're  gone. 
They're  tossed  about,  and  in  and  out, 

They  fly  across  the  way; 
And  up  and  down,  they  sail  around— 

The  wind  they  must  obey. 

Now,  if  you  please,  the  autumn  leaves 

Are  much  like  most  of  us ; 
We're  tossed  about,  by  fear  and  doubt, 

And  things  we  rare  discuss. 
This  need  not  be,  for  you  or  me— 

There  is  a  surer  way ; 
The  solid  Rock,  will  bear  the  shock, 

No  matter  what  the  fray. 


He  who  believes,  is  not  like  leaves, 

That  drift  with  every  wind; 
His  faith  is  fixed  in  God,  unmixed 

With  doubts  that  Satan  sends. 
He  walks  with  God,  while  earth  he  trods— 

He's  led  by  pow'r  Divine; 
When  life  is  through,  beyond  the  blue, 

He'll  dwell  in  lands  sublime. 


Faith  is  dead  to  doubts,  dumb 
discouragements,  blind  to  impossibilities,  knot 
nothing  but  success.  Faith  lifts  its  hands  i 
through  the  threatening  clouds,  lays  hold  of  Hi 
who  has  all  power  in  Heaven  and  on  earth.  Fai 
makes  the  uplook  good,  the  outlook  bright,  the  i 
look  favorable,  and  the  future  glorious. 
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Wednesday,  21 

f  ARCH 

Si  ipture  Reading- Joshua  22-24 

\  BECAUSE  THE  MASTER  SAID  IT 
i  I  A  schoolmaster  gave  three  of  his  pupils  a  dif- 
ifljult  problem.  "You  will  find  it  very  hard  to 
st|ive,"  he  said,  "but  there  is  a  way."  After 
■treated  attempts,  one  of  them  gave  up  in 
tispair.  "There  is  no  way!"  he  declared.  The 
•bond  pupil  had  not  succeeded,  yet  he  was  smil- 
tajr  and  unconcerned.  "I  know  it  can  be  ex- 
piined,  because  I  have  seen  it  done."  The  third 
«|rked  on,  long  after  the  rest  had  given  up.  His 
had  ached  and  his  brain  was  in  a  whirl.  Yet  as 
h  went  over  it  again  and  again,  he  said  without 
fitering,  "I  know  there  is  a  way,  because  the 
Blister  has  said  it."  Here  is  faith— that  con- 
fi  ence  that  rests  not  upon  what  it  has  seen,  but 
upn  the  promises  of  God. 


]  Faith  sees  the  invisible,  believes  the  incredi- 
b?,  and  receives  the  impossible. 

1HURSDAY,  02 
IARCH 

ipture  Reading— Judges  1,  2 

BOY,  DROP!  I'LL  CATCH  YOU! 
Your  condition  is  like  that  of  a  lad  in  a  burn- 
tk  house,  who  escaped  to  the  edge  of  the  win- 
dW,  and  hung  on  to  the  windowsill.  The  flames 
vire  pouring  out  of  the  window.  The  lad  would 
son  be  burned,  or,  falling,  would  be  dashed  to 
ppces.  He  therefore  held  on  with  a  deathlike 
citch.  A  strong  man  below  said,  "Boy,  drop!  I'll 
etch  you!"  Now  it  was  no  saving  faith  for  the 
My  to  believe  that  the  man  below  was  strong.  He 
right  have  known  that  and  perished.  It  was  sav- 
i i  faith  when  the  boy  let  go  and  dropped  down 
i:o  the  big  man's  arms.  You  are  a  sinner,  cling- 
t  j  to  your  own  sins  or  to  your  good  works.  The 
Sviour  pleads,  "Drop!  Drop  into  My  arms!"  It 
inot  working  that  will  save  you.  It  is  trusting  in 
tat  work  which  Jesus  has  already  done. 


Trust,  and  the  moment  you  trust  you  are 
sued/ 

IARCH  ™ 

•ipture  Reading— Judges  3-5 

FAITH  THAT  SAVES 
Some  years  ago,  two  men,  a  bargeman  and  a 
cllier,  were  in  a  boat  above  the  rapids  of  a 
ctaract,  and  found  themselves  unable  to 
ranage  it,  being  carried  so  swiftly  down  the  cur- 
rnt  that  they  must  both  inevitably  be  borne 
c  wn  and  dashed  to  pieces.  One  was  saved  by 
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grasping  a  rope  that  was  thrown  to  him.  The 
same  instant  that  the  rope  came  into  his  hand,  a 
log  floated  by  the  other  man.  The  thoughtless 
and  confused  bargeman,  instead  of  seizing  the 
rope,  laid  hold  on  the  log.  It  was  a  fatal  mistake ; 
they  were  both  in  imminent  peril;  but  the  one 
was  drawn  to  shore,  because  he  had  a  connection 
with  the  people  on  the  land,  while  the  other, 
clinging  to  the  loose,  floating  log,  was  borne  ir- 
resistibly along,  and  never  heard  of  afterwards. 
Faith  has  a  saving  connection  with  Christ.  Faith 
is  on  the  shore,  holding  the  rope,  and,  as  we  lay 
hold  of  it  with  the  hand  of  our  confidence,  He 
pulls  us  to  the  shore;  but  our  good  works,  having 
no  connection  with  Christ,  are  drifted  along  down 
to  the  gulf  of  fell  despair. 


The  steps  of  faith  fall  on  the  seeming  void, 
but  find  the  rock  beneath. 


SATURDAY, 
MARCH 


24 


Scripture  Reading— Judges  6,  7 

HE  IS  ABLE 
Canst  thou  take  the  barren  soil 
And  with  all  thy  pains  and  toil 

Make  lilies  grow? 
Thou  canst  not.  O  helpless  man, 
Have  faith  in  God— He  can. 

Canst  thou  paint  the  clouds  at  eve? 
And  all  the  sunset  colors  weave 

Into  the  sky? 
Thou  canst  not.  O  powerless  man, 
Have  faith  in  God— He  can. 

Canst  thou  still  thy  troubled  heart 
And  make  all  cares  and  doubts  depart 

From  out  thy  soul? 
Thou  canst  not.  O  faithless  man, 
Have  faith  in  God— He  can. 


Faith  is  the  outstretched  hand  of  the  soul  tak- 
ing what  Christ  offers. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


STATE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 
Saturday,  March  31 
College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  NC 

Registration— 9  a.m. 


Sunday  School  Lesso 


For  March  18 

JESUS  ENCOUNTERS 
HOSTILITY 

Lesson    Text:    Mark  2:14-17, 

23-28;  3:1-6 
Memory  Verse :  Mark  2 : 17 

Vigilante  is  a  word  not  often 
complimentary,  and  that  is  a 
shame;  for  people  usually 
become  vigilantes  with  the  best 
of  intentions.  A  vigilante  is  a 
member  of  a  vigilance  commit- 
tee, and  a  vigilance  committee 
is  "a  volunteer  committee  of 
citizens  for  the  oversight  and 
protection  of  an  interest; 
especially  a  committee 
organized  to  suppress  and 
punish  crime  summarily,  as 
when  the  processes  of  law  ap- 
pear inadequate." 

On  America's  Western  fron- 
tier, when  the  regular  forces  of 
law  and  order  were  spread  thin 
and  the  "wild,  wild  West"  was 
gaining  its  reputation,  solid 
citizens  formed  vigilance  com- 
mittees to  deal  with  murderers 
and  thieves.  Their  activity  of- 
fered a  significant  measure  of 
protection  and  gained  respect. 
But  the  vigilantes,  unre- 
strained in  relation  to  the  fine 
points  of  law,  sometimes 
perpetrated  terror  in  the  name 
of  justice,  and  they  came  to  be 
feared  as  much  as  respected. 
They  were  often  the  "bad 
guys"  in  the  final  writing  of 
history. 

Their  position  can  help  us  to 
understand  the  Pharisees  of 
New  Testament  times,  who  ap- 
pear as  the  "bad  guys"  in  the 
lesson  before  us. 

A  group  known  as  the 
Hasidaeans  or  Hasidhim  ("the 
pious")  arose  as  a  sort  of 
theological  vigilance  commit- 
tee among  the  Jews  in  the  times 
between  the  close  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  the  beginning  of 
the  New.  Concerned  with  a 
growing  tendency  toward 
liberalism   in   the  politically 


oriented  priesthood  in 
Jerusalem,  they  declared  an 
uncompromising  devotion  to 
the  law  of  Moses.  One  phase  of 
this  movement  became  the 
Pharisees,  or  "separated  ones" 
a  society  bound  to  observe  the 
regulations  concerning  the  Sab- 
bath, tithing,  and  ceremonial 
purity.  Widely  respected  for 
their  knowledge  of  Scripture 
and  their  moral  purity,  they  ex- 
erted great  influence  among 
the  people  in  Jesus'  day.  But 
like  other  vigilantes,  the 
Pharisees  developed  a  sort  of 
"tunnel  vision,"  losing  sight  of 
any  values  outside  their  own 
special  field,  and  considered 
themselves  exempt  from  judg- 
ment. 

Jesus'  ministry  was  offensive 
to  the  Pharisees  from  its  begin- 
ning. He  ignored  or  rejected 
their  official  interpretations  of 
Scripture.  He  demanded  a 
thoroughgoing  devotion  to  God, 
rather  than  mere  conformity  in 
outward  actions.  He  associated 
with  people  they  considered  un- 
touchable. He  gained  a  follow- 
ing that  threatened  their  posi- 
tion as  revered  religious 
leaders.  This  confrontation  ap- 
pears dramatically  in  the  in- 
cidents recorded  in  Mark 
2:1—3:6.  These  events  prob- 
ably did  not  occur  in  quick  and 
direct  succession,  but  all  took 
place  rather  early  in  Jesus' 
public  ministry.  They  centered 
in  or  near  Capernaum,  on  the 
northwest  shore  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee. 

A  well-known  church  song 
asks,  "Who  is  on  the  Lord's 
side?  Who  will  serve  the 
King?"  Its  refrain  answers  con- 
fidently, "We  are  on  the  Lord's 
side,  Saviour,  we  are  Thine." 
The  Pharisees  would  have  sung 
that  theme  with  great  en- 
thusiasm. They  wanted  to  be  on 
God's  side,  and  they  had  no 
doubt  that  they  were.  Unfor- 
tunately they  were  so  preoc- 
cupied with  sides  that  they 
forgot    the    Lord.  Tithing, 


ceremonial  purity,  and  the  Sa 
bath  were  of  the  Lord,  so  tht 
gave  themselves  wholly 
these  things,  opposing  any  hiij 
of  violation.  But  in  doing  i 
they  neglected  or  violated  oth< 
things  of  God— justice,  mercj 
humility,  and  love  (Matthe 
23 : 23 ) .  In  these  they  came  up  £ 
enemies  of  the  God  the 
claimed  to  serve. 

Christians  face  the  sarr, 
hazard.  The  church,  the  o: 
dinances  of  Christ,  and  the  B 
ble  are  of  Christ,  and  so  mer 
our  loyalty.  But  in  defendin 
these  things  we  must  nevt, 
forget  the  Lord  himself,  o 
whom  their  value  depends.  H 
gifts  of  faith,  hope,  and  lov 
must  permeate  all  we  do,  or  w 
shall  find  ourselves  opposin, 
the  very  Lord  we  claim,  an 
facing  His  condemnation.  Th, 
last  line  of  that  "Lord's  side, 
song  is  all-important, 
"Saviour,  we  are  Thine. | 
— Standard  Lesson  Commei 
tary 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 
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EDITORIAL 

I  (Continued  from  Page  2) 

neaningful  growth  in  numbers,  in  maturity,  in  ability  to  in- 
iluence  the  world  around  us.  The  church  was  not  created  to  be 
stagnant.  Nor  was  it  created  to  be  "secure."  Whenever  any 
ictivity  undercuts  our  ability  or  willingness  to  push  toward 
jiblical  demands,  growth  ceases. 

The  challenge  is  ours  today.  We  must  accept  the  claims 
ind  promises  of  Jesus  Christ;  we  must  herald  forth  the 
nessage  of  the  gospel:  Jesus  is  Lord  of  life  and  death;  He  is 
;he  hope  of  mankind.  As  His  followers,  we  must  be  examples 
of  His  life  and  death  by  means  of  our  witnessing,  discipling, 
lealing;  we  must  create  an  atmosphere  in  which  church 
growth  results. 

Church  growth  is  our  Lord's  intent. 

It  is  His  desire. 

It  is  time  that  we  see  that  it  is  the  goal  and  call  of  every 
eliever. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 


denty-five  years.  Before 
wirement  he  was  a  farmer, 
Mlding  superintendent  and 
bilders  supply  salesman. 

in  announcing  the  Wat- 
ls|i  Endowment,  President 
V  Burkette  Raper  stated,  "It 
kJ  investments  of  this  type 
*|ich  will  assist  Mount  Olive  in 
bpoming  a  four-year  college 
ail  which  will  also  help  to 
asure  the  quality  of  its  educa- 
tijial  services  for  generations 
txcome." 


TELEPHONE  NUMBERS 
FOR  COLLEGE  HALL 

Telephones  have  been  in- 
stalled in  College  Hall.  The  new 
numbers  are  658-5056  and 
658-5057. 

The  office  of  the  vice  presi- 
dent for  Student  Affairs,  the 
Athletic  Department,  the  nurse 
and  the  assistant  director  for 
College  Hall  can  be  reached  at 
the  above  numbers. 


COLLEGE  SINGING  GROUPS  TO  PERFORM 

i  The  New  Creations 

March  18  11  a.m.,  Edgewood  Church,  Edgecombe  County 

7  p.m.,  Kenly  Church,  Johnston  County 
Mount  Olive  College  Singers 

March  23  11  a.m.,  Jim  Burns  TV  Show,  WECT-TV  (Channel  6) 

6  p.m.  and  7  p.m.,  Independence  Mall,  Wilmington 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 


sjrvices  will  be  held.  The  time 


under   the   direction   of  Ms. 
Cathy    Medlin,    director  of 
little  Rock's   spring  revival     music,    will   provide  special 

music  each  evening  as  well  as 
special  invited  guests. 

The  Little  Rock  people 
welcome  everyone  to  come  and 
share  in  these  services  with 


the  services  is  7:30  p.m.  The 
sv.  Bruce  Dudley,  interim 
stor  of  the  First  Church, 
nston,    will   be   the  guest 
sjeaker  for  the  services.  Mr. 
I'ldley  is  a  dynamic  speaker, 
\bll  known  and  respected  for 
13  service  and  contributions 
£pong  Free  Will  Baptists.  The 
Ittle   Rock   Chancel  Choir 
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them. 

Special  Services  at 
Kenly  Church 

The  New  Creations  of  Mount 
Olive  College  will  be  in  charge 


of  the  evening  worship  service 
on  Sunday,  March  18,  at  Kenly 
Church.  The  time  of  the  ser- 
vices is  7  p.m.  This  group  will 
present  a  program  of  music, 
song  and  testimony. 

Kenly  Church  will  be  in 
revival  services  Monday 
through  Friday,  March  19-23. 
The  time  of  the  services  is  7:30 
p.m.  There  will  be  special  sing- 
ing. The  Rev.  Keith  Cobb, 
pastor  of  Fremont  Church,  and 
an  instructor  at  the  Carolina  Bi- 
ble Institute,  Pine  Level,  will  be 
the  guest  evangelist.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Joyner, 
invites  everyone  to  attend  these 
services. 

Revival  and  Concert  at 
Free  Union  Church 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
March  19-23,  at  Free  Union 
Church,  Walstonburg.  The  time 
of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m.  The 
Rev.  Wayne  King,  pastor  of 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  will 
be  the  visiting  evangelist. 

On  March  25,  a  special  con- 
cert will  be  presented  at  Free 
Union  Church,  Walstonburg  by 
Jack  and  Julia  Bircher  from 
Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City. 
The  concert  will  begin  at  6:30 
p.m. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Heath,  and  congregation  ex- 
tend a  warm  welcome  to 
everyone  to  join  them  in  revival 
services  and  to  come  hear  this 
talented  couple. 

Eastern  District  Youth  to  Meet 
The  Eastern  District  Youth 
Convention  will  meet  on  Satur- 
day, March  17,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church  in  New  Bern.  The 
highlights  of  this  meeting  will 
be  the  various  competitions. 
The  Convention  will  begin  at 
9:30;  and  lunch  will  be  served 
by  the  host  church. 

NOTICE 

The  Western  Conference 
Layman's  League  Convention 
will  be  held  at  Sherron  Acres 
Church,  1306  Lynn  Road, 
Durham,  Monday,  March  19, 
1984,  at  7:30  p.m.  All  laymen 
are  urged  to  attend. 

Fred  Boykin,  Secretary 
15 


/ 


soutHeJ!Uel 


$12.50 
$25.00 
$35.00 
$45.00 
$55.00- 
$65.00- 


Five 
People 

Six 

People 


America's  Top 
Gospel  Grou| 
In  1982 

Participate  a| 
have  an 
opportunity 
to  sing  and 
study  wil 
Professional: 


Free 

materials  to 
participants. 


Co1 


Z\9- 


23> 


-The  

FreeWill 

Baptist 


0F 


mm 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  21,  1984,  AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 

Editorial   2 

Feature   3 

Weekly  Features 

News  and  Notes   6 

Foreign  Missions   8 

Children's  Home  10 

Mount  Olive  College  11 

Camp  Vandemere  13 

Family  Devotions  14 

Home  Missions  15 

The  Best  Hour  of  the  Week   4 

Our  Challenge  in  the '80s    5 

The  Christian  Nurturer  11 

Volume  99  Number  11 

March  21,  1984 


Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  209-440). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
Inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  In  advance:  one 
year,  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents ) ; 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  Individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield,  and 
Whiteville,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m., 
Monday — Saturday . 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Bollng,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marlce  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Editorial 


/ 


"Christian"  Preferences 

"Jesus  said,  'My  church.'  And  He  lets  me  say,  'Mj 
church.'  The  church  is  the  body  of  Christ;  I  am  part  of  thai 
group  of  baptized  believers  who  meet  for  worship,  learning 
and  fellowship.  Those  believers  depart  to  serve  and  take  thej 
church  from  the  sanctuary  to  the  marketplace.  My  impression 
is  I  would  live  an  impoverished  life  if  I  did  not  have  'mvp 
church'  "  (R.  C.  Puckett,  Biblical  Recorder,  January  21,1 
1984). 

I  wholeheartedly  agree.  The  trouble  is,  those  around  us 
live  an  impoverished  life  because  we  do  not  take  the  message] 
of  the  church— the  gospel— from  the  sanctuary  to  the! 
marketplace. 

I  feel  very  strongly  about  this. 

The  church  is  the  nerve  ends  through  which  Jesus  Christ 
can  reach  all  generations.  We  are  supposed  to  be  "the  continu- 
ing expression  of  His  humanity,  of  His  concern  for  all  human 
beings,  of  His  relationship  to  them.  The  church  should  be  the 
bastion  of  the  soul,  the  reservoir  of  His  authority  and 
resources  on  earth."  It  is  in  the  church  that  human  beings 
shackled  by  their  own  moral  uncertainties,  willful 
debaucheries,  perverted  natures,  blighted  desires,  and  gnaw-J 
ing  weaknesses  can  find  freedom  and  peace. 

But  you  and  I  are  not  reaching  out. 

Instead  we  "prefer"  to  do  several  things:  we  either) 
"prefer"  to  exalt  ourselves  collectively  or  on  an  individualii 
basis.  Some  churches  feel  that  by  stressing  their  comfortable 
facilities,  paved  parking  lot,  minister's  ability,  and/or' 
specialized  ministry,  they  are  being  evangelistic.  Such  an  ap-:' 
proach  is  to  be  faulted  if  the  underlying  spiritual  purpose  ofi 
the  congregation  is  overlooked.  You  see,  a  congregation  which 
constantly  points  to  itself  misses  the  true  reason  for  its  ex-! 
istence— the  spreading  of  the  gospel. 

The  second  activity  we  involve  ourselves  in  is  much  more1 
dangerous.  People  like  to  feel  important— and  I  believe  every ; 
individual  is— but  none  of  us  is  perfect.  Church  members  often! 
feel  as  though  they  have  all  the  answers.  When  their  opinions 
are  not  accepted  or  when  they  are  not  in  the  forefront,  they' 
feel  threatened.  It  then  becomes  so  easy  for  them  to  "tear) 
down."  I  truly  believe  that  we  as  Christians  could  accomplish! 
much  if  we  used  our  energies  as  we  have  been  directed  by  the! 
Lord.  Consider  this:  Which  is  more  important,  the  color  a  wallf 
is  painted  or  the  condition  of  the  person's  soul  who  painted  that li 
wall?  What  difference  will  it  make  next  month  that  someone 
didn't  see  eye  to  eye  with  you— if  that  individual  passes  from 
this  life  to  the  next  without  knowing  Christ?  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  we  prefer  to  argue  over  trivial  matters  while  so 
many  around  us  are  on  their  way  to  Hell.  Why  don't  we  see 
what  we  are  doing— and  not  doing? 

Several  weeks  ago  a  young  friend  shared  a  startling  thing 
with  me.  This  sixteen-year-old  had  been  "blessed"  with  the 
realization  that  many  of  her  friends  and  acquaintances  did  not 
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THE  CHURCH 
AND  CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION  ■ 
ORK  TOGETHER 

by  A.  Stanley  Jenkins 


"And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  in  stature,  and  in 
favour  with  God  and  man"  (Luke  2:52). 


i  We  believe  the  church  is  a  worshiping 
epwship.  This  fellowship  is  bound  together  by 
tijgrace  of  God  through  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
iaiour.  The  common  bond  of  God's  grace 
nirks  each  person  as  one  of  the  redeemed; 
hjt  is,  one  who  has  realized  in  his  life  God's 
o-!ng  forgiveness. 

We  believe  the  church  is  the  congregation 
if&od's  people  seeking  to  do  His  will.  The 
hjrch  exists  to  share  the  redemption  of  God 
I  to  make  available  to  all  men  the  redemp- 
icji  found  through  faith  in  Jesus  the  Christ, 
ftjs  is  accomplished  both  in  fellowship,  wor- 
iWp  and  service.  It  is  our  task  as  the  church  of 
J*jl  to  minister  to  the  people  of  our  church  and 
k\  community  in  such  ways  as  to  help  them  be 
iA|ire  of  God's  self -disclosure  and  seeking  love 
njesus  Christ  to  the  end  that  they  may  know 
m  they  are,  what  their  human  situation 
nlans  and  grow  as  sons  of  God  rooted  in  the 
:hrch.  Therefore,  to  accomplish  this  task  we 
nst  have  a  good  program  of  Christian  educa- 
m. 

We  believe  that  Christian  education  is  the 
ring  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian  life 
ujl  thought  with  every  generation  and  sharing 
r^uch  a  way  that  God  in  Christ  can  do  His 
^emptive  work  in  each  human  life.  It  in- 
Bves  the  Christian  home  and  the  church.  It  in- 
Hves  the  individual  as  he  makes  a  personal 
ijlsion  and  it  has  an  impact  on  society  in 
alms  of  personal  responsibility.  It  is  con- 
:<fned  with  history  because  God  revealed  His 
if  through  historical  events.  It  involves  the 
Bole,  for  it  is  God's  Word  to  man.  It  begins 
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and  ends  with  personal  relationships,  first  with 
God  and  also  with  our  fellowman. 

The  supreme  purpose  of  Christian  educa- 
tion is  to  enable  persons  to  become  aware  of 
the  seeking  love  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  respond  in  faith  to  this  love  in 
ways  that  will  help  them  grow  as  children  of 
God,  live  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  God 
and  sustain  a  vital  relationship  to  the  Christian 
community.  Christian  education  must  meet  the 
needs  of  the  child  as  he  explores  his  world  and 
makes  decisions  and  assumes  responsibilities. 

The  basic  need  of  children  is  love  so  they 
can  learn  to  love  and  accept  others,  so  they  can 
have  faith  and  confidence  in  people  in  order 
that  they  can  experience  faith  and  confidence 
in  God.  The  child  needs  to  see  the  Bible  in  the 
life  of  the  teacher  as  well  as  in  the  lesson 
taught.  The  teacher  must  create  a  relationship 
of  loving  trust,  then  the  child  will  learn  to 
respect  himself  and  see  himself  as  someone 
God  loves,  for  without  trust  the  child  cannot 
receive  God's  love,  and  as  the  child  ex- 
periences God's  love  he  will  love  others  in 
return.  This  is  Christian  growth. 

In  terms  of  Christian  education  it  is  that 
point  where  he  reaches  out  and  forms  a  rela- 
tionship that  he  is  able  to  maintain  at  his  age 
and  level  of  development.  Growth  is  not  a 
change  of  life,  but  as  it  involves  a  physical 
"growing  up"  it  involves  social  and 
psychological  "growing  up"  as  well.  The  child 
grows  in  character  and  wisdom  as  well  as  in 
size.  The  end  result  of  growth  for  the  person  in- 
volved in  Christian  education  is  to  grow  in 
( Turn  the  Page ) 


religious  insight  and  fellowship,  involving  his 
total  personality  as  he  participates  in  the  life  of 
the  Christian  fellowship. 

Other  than  the  student,  the  most  important 
person  involved  in  Christian  education  is  the 
teacher.  The  teacher  should  love  each  student 
as  he  is,  simply  because  God  loves  all  men  as 
they  are.  This  is  a  clue  to  the  right  start  in 
Christian  teaching.  The  relationship  between 
student  and  teacher  does  not  come  easily  or 
quickly.  It  comes  with  much  effort  and  prayer 
together.  It  helps  to  know  the  student's  name, 
home  and  school  background,  abilities,  per- 
sonal interests  and  concerns ;  and  to  keep  track 
of  responsiveness  in  class ;  to  have  good 
cooperation  between  teacher  and  parents ;  and 
much  more.  To  do  this  requires  good  training, 
so  the  bottom  line  is  OUR  TEACHERS  MUST 
HAVE  GOOD  TRAINING. 


THE  BEST  HOUR  OF  THE  WEEK 

by  the  late  Rev.  Graham  Faucette 


The  Rev.  Graham  Faucette,  author  of  this  article,  died 
Thursday,  March  8,  198k,  at  the  age  of  67.  Mr.  Faucette 
served  as  the  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly,  North  Carolina. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Amie  Pope  Faucette; 
two  sons,  Bonnie,  of  Raleigh,  and  Mike  of  Kenly;  one 
sister,  Mrs.  Fanny  Anderson  of  Washington;  and  two 
grandchildren. 

A  cartoon  showed  a  man  standing  in  front 
of  a  new  church  building  with  a  friend  and  say- 
ing, "It's  a  beautiful  church.  It  sleeps  1,500." 

To  most  ministers  that  joke  is  too  painful  to 
be  funny.  We  have  memories  of  people  trying 
to  keep  their  eyes  open  that  are  too  real  to  be 
funny. 

We  realize  that  Sunday  morning  service  is 
not  that  way  for  everyone.  If  being  in  church 
bores  you,  there  is  something  that  you  can  do 
about  it.  The  answer  is  not  to  blame  the  pastor 
or  slip  some  rock  and  roll  music  into  the  choir 


folders.  There  is  a  solution  you  can  do  apart  l 
from  these.  Plan  to  get  something  out  of  the  /! 
service.  Go  seeking  a  blessing,  and  God  will 
give  you  one.  Here  are  some  things  that  coul( 
help  you. 

Go  to  bed  on  Saturday  night  and  not  on 
Sunday  morning.  Saturday  might  be  a  great 
night  for  you  to  go  out,  but  if  you  stay  up  unti 
one  or  two  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  it  will  tal 
a  Super  Bowl  to  keep  you  awake  on  Sunday 
morning. 

Get  straightened  out  spiritually  before  th< 
service.  If  you  go  to  church  with  your  heart  ft 
of  sin,  you  will  not  hear  anything  that  goes  on 
When  a  person  feels  guilty  it's  hard  to  sit  still 
and  feel  comfortable.  If  a  person  is  mad  with 
someone  in  the  church  and  is  determined  to  g 
even,  the  Spirit  is  quenched. 

Ask  God  for  something.  Tell  Him  that  you 
just  don't  want  to  be  a  spectator.  Ask  Him  to 
give  you  something  out  of  the  service.  When 
you  sit  down  tell  Him  to  bless  you  and  that  yoi 
are  ready  to  learn  more  about  Him. 

Come  to  communicate.  When  the  choir 
sings,  listen  to  the  words  instead  of  trying  to  \ 
guess  the  price  of  someone's  dress.  When  you 
listen  to  the  words  you  will  feel  a  lot  closer  to 
the  Lord.  When  someone  prays,  that  is  the 
right  time  for  you  to  pray  for  yourself  and  nol 
try  to  listen  to  the  words.  Take  notes  if  you 
want  to;  it  will  help  keep  your  mind  alert.  Yoi 
might  be  surprised  just  how  much  this  will  he' 
you. 

Apply  the  message  to  yourself.  Claim  the 
morning  message  for  your  very  own.  Don't 
think  within  yourself  that  you  are  glad  that 
Fred  is  here.  He  really  needs  this  message 
after  all  the  things  that  you've  seen  him  do. 
Apply  it  to  yourself,  and  don't  dodge  and  hope, 
that  it  will  hit  someone  who  really  needs  it. 
There  may  be  a  large  crowd,  but  God  wants  t< 
speak  to  you  alone.  Why  not  let  Him? 

Plan  to  practice  what  you  hear.  A  church 
not  an  art  appreciation  club.  It  can  be  and  wil 
be  a  life-changing  experience  if  you  will  just  1< 
it  have  its  way  in  your  heart.  Whatever  the 
message  is  about,  ask  how  you  can  put  it  to 
work  in  your  life.  You  might  find  that  it  will 
begin  even  before  you  leave  the  church. 

Thank  God  for  the  service,  no  matter  wha 
might  happen  during  the  service.  If  the  soloist 
falls  off  the  platform,  or  the  usher  drops  the  o! 
fering  plate,  or  the  pastor  starts  to  stutter,  jus 
thank  God  and  look  for  a  blessing  and  you  will 
surely  find  one.  Ask  God  to  do  something  for 
you  and  He  will,  so  go  ahead  and  thank  Him  fc 
it  now.  He  will  not  let  you  down.  You  fail  the 
Lord  many  times  but  He  never  fails  you. 

If  you  will  just  put  these  things  to  work  thi 
Sunday  morning,  you  will  find  the  eleven 
o'clock  service  to  be  the  best  hour  of  week. 
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OUR  CHALLENGE  IN  THE  '80s: 
NIDO  QUBEIN' S  PIERSON  LECTURE 


by  Pepper  Worthington 


If. 


I  Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  left,  welcomes  his  former  student  and 
m  Pierson  lecturer,  Nido  Qubein,  to  the  campus. 

"It  is  important  to  go  back  from  whence 
jje  come  and  know  what  is  our  heritage,"  said 
ido  Qubein,  the  Pierson  Lecture  speaker  at 
ount  Olive  College's  Cultural  Arts  and  Lec- 
ires  Series.  Having  written  and  edited  over  29 
'adership  books,  Qubein  is  now  President  of 
beative  Services,  Inc.  Last  year  Qubein  spoke 
every  state  except  three,  in  27  countries 
"ound  the  world,  and  in  addition  he  managed 
i  be  productive  in  radio  broadcasts,  writing, 
Kd  editing.  He  began  his  public  speaking 
ireer  while  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

"You've  got  to  live  your  life  from  the  inside 
ft,"  declared  Qubein.  "Leadership  is  an 
Jtgrowth  of  excellence.  Leadership  comes 
om  the  inside  out  and  can  be  developed." 

To  build  leadership,  Qubein  emphasized 
vo  essentials— learning  leadership  by 
Ssociating  with  great  people  and  by  develop- 

listening  skills.  Qubein  insisted  in  his 
beech,  "Our  Challenge  in  the  '80s,"  that  this  is 
fie  decade  where  leadership  skills  and  listen- 
ig  skills  must  be  developed.  And  the  develop- 
ment begins  from  the  inside  out. " 

"Listening  is  a  hearing  talent  turned  into  a 
kill,"  said  Qubein.  "If  we  have  an  ill  in  our 
pciety,  it  is  the  lack  of  listening  skills.  The 
Jiallenge  of  the  '80s  is  the  challenge  of  effec- 
ve  communication.  The  challenge  of  the  '80s 
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is  to  connect  one  person  with  another  person, 
one  mind  to  another  mind.  We  must  learn  to 
relate  to  one  another." 

Qubein  offered  suggestions  for  creating 
leadership  within.  "Every  day  of  my  life  is  a 
test,"  he  said.  "And  my  attitude  makes  the  dif- 
ference." The  trait  of  a  positive  attitude  makes 
a  leader.  A  leader  who  acts  positive  will  be 
positive.  Qubein  noted,  "We  do  indeed  set  the 
stage  for  our  life  and  what  we  might  do  with 
it." 

A  second  trait  necessary  for  a  leader  in  the 
'80s  is  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm.  In  its 
etymology,  enthusiasm  (from  the  Greek  en  + 
theos)  means  God  in  you,  full  of  God,  inspired 
by  God.  "The  spirit  of  enthusiasm  is  the 
challenge  of  the  '80s.  If  we  wish  to  have 
something,  we  can  make  it  happen.  When  a 
problem  comes,  the  leader  can  accept  the 
problem  for  what  it  is  but  always  have  within 
the  strength  to  resolve  it.  The  spirit  of  en- 
thusiasm gives  this  strength,  for,  you  see,  the 
leader  lives  the  life  from  the  inside  out." 

With  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  a  leader  may 
see  time  in  its  present  tense  as  the  crucial 
time.  "Today,"  Qubein  smiled,  "is  the  best  day 
of  my  life.  Why?  Why?  Because  yesterday  is 
gone  like  a  canceled  check.  Tomorrow  is  a 
promissory  note.  But  today  is  right  here,  right 
now  like  cash." 

With  a  quick  glance,  Qubein  asked,  "Do 
you  know  why  leaders  burn  out?  Do  you  know? 
Well,  I  shall  tell  you,  my  friends.  Leaders  burn 
out  because  they  try  to  achieve  certain  things 
and  cannot.  But,  believe  it  or  not,  some  leaders 
burn  out  because  they  try  to  achieve  certain 
things  and  do  and  then  are  so  terribly  disap- 
pointed at  the  result.  They  begin  to  ask 
themselves— is  that  all  that  there  is?" 

The  challenge  then  of  the  '80s  is  the 
challenge  of  the  journey  in  living— a  journey 
which  needs  to  be  lived  from  the  inside  out, 
which  needs  leaders  who  have  the  spirit  of  en- 
thusiasm and  the  art  of  listening.  Qubein  in- 
sisted, "Success  is  in  the  journey  not  in  the 
destination.  The  torch  to  the  future  has  been 
passed  to  us." 

Emphatically  Qubein  said,  "The  time  has 
come  for  us  to  put  our  hands  to  the  plow  and 
not  to  look  back." 

(Dr.  Pepper  Worthington  is  a  Professor  of  English 


Literature  and  Language  at  Mount  Olive  College.) 
( 
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News  81  Notes 

REVIVAL  TIME 

Through  March  23 

Daniels  Chapel  Church,  Wilson 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.   Marvin  Waters, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Earl  Glenn, 

pastor 

Faith  Church,  Route  2,  Four 

Oaks 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Ted.  Bryant, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.   Hubert  Stanley, 

pastor 

March  26-30 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  near 
Greenville 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Strick- 
land, evangelist 

The  Rev.  Ray  Williamson, 
pastor 

First  Church  of  Warsaw 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Jerry  English, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Foy  Futrell, 

pastor 

Verona  Church,  7  miles  south  of 

Jacksonville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Noah  Brown, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Boyd  Shook, 

pastor 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Highway 
k3  South,  near  Calico 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers, 
evangelist 

Rose   Hill   Church,    Route  1, 

Winterville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Grady  Tucker, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Leon  Harris, 

pastor 

March  26-31 

Owens  Chapel  Church,  Route 
3,  Elm  City 


Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The   Rev.   Earl  H.  Glenn, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.    Melvin  Moore, 

pastor 

April  2-6 

Elm  Grove  Church,  near  Ayden 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Gary  Bailey, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.   Steve  Hargrove, 

pastor 

Sweet    Gum    Grove  Church, 

Route  1,  Stokes 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Fred  Rivenbark, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  David  Hill,  pastor 

Standi 's  Chapel  Church,  Route 

2,  Kenly 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Jack  Lassiter, 

evangelist 

Union  Grove  Church 
Undergoes  Renovation 

Union  Grove  Church  con- 
ducted a  major  renovation 
project  in  1983,  which  included 
the  addition  of  a  porch,  enlarge- 
ment of  the  vestibule,  and  the 
addition  of  a  new  ceiling,  lights 
and  carpet  in  the  sanctuary. 

The  renovations  were  made 
possible  through  a  donation 
made  to  the  church. 

The  present  sanctuary, 
located  between  Fremont  and 
Pinkney,  was  built  in  1886.  The 
church  was  constructed  on  land 
donated  by  Exum  Edgerton. 
The  Rev.  J.  H.  Worley  was  the 
pastor  and  also  a  carpenter.  He 
did  much  of  the  construction. 
Other  members  donated  timber 
and  labor. 

The  Rev.  C.  Ray  Taylor  is  the 
pastor  of  Union  Grove.  He 
begun  his  duties  in  July  of  1983. 

First  Church 

Gets  Music  Director 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount, 
is  pleased  to  announce  the  re- 
cent calling  of  Carlton  Livesay 


Carlton  Livesay 
as  music  director.  Mr.  Liveis 
will  be  planning  and  direct^ 
the  musical  program  for  I 
church.  He  graduated  fr||i 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  vk 
a  B.A.  in  Psychology.  I 
received  a  M.A.  in  Psychol'!} 
from  Wake  Forest  Universe 
Recently  he  has  done  gradual 
studies  at  Memphis  Stl 
University. 

Mr.  Livesay  began  studyjj 
music  at  Harris  Conservatif; 
of  Music  in  Rocky  Mount.  Ots 
studies  were  completed 
North  Carolina  Wesley 
where  he  was  accompanist  j 
the  Chapel  Choir,  a  gnl 
which  traveled  throughout  I 
eastern  United  States. 

The  people  at  First  Chui] 
are  thankful  that  a  man  sucm 
Mr.  Livesay  is  able  to  come  H 
minister  to  them. 

Sweetheart  Banquet  at 
Faith  Church 

On  Saturday,  February 
1984,  at  5:30  p.m.,  a  sweethe 
banquet  was  held  in 
fellowship  building  at  Fa! 
Church,  Route  2,  Four  Oa 
This  was  enjoyed  by  54  you 
and  adults.  A  very  spe( 
thanks  goes  to  Mr.  and  M 
Cecil  Lee  and  Mr.  and  M 
Gary  Snead,  and  to  all  I 
helped  in  any  way. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIl 


[jrogress  at  Faith  Church 
iThe  Lord  is  really  blessing 
kith  Church,  Route  2,  Four 
ia,ks.  A  new  heating  and  air 
unditioning  system  has  been 

|i  stalled  in  the  church  and  paid 
jr.  The  building  for  the  fel- 

I]  wship  building  has  been  com- 
jeted  with  kitchen  cabinets, 
glinting,  vinyl,  appliances, 
nrpet,  and  country  curtains. 

I  A  kitchen  shower  was  held 

lew    Year's    Eve    at  the 

Hlowship  building  for  things 
ueded  in  the  kitchen.  Faith 

H lurch  people  thank  everyone 
:r  what  they  have  done.  Most 
i  all  they  give  thanks  to  God 

U  r  so  many  blessings. 

1  eekend  of  February  24-26 
as  Special 

J  The  Weekend  of  February 
:^-26  was  a  special  and 
•lightening  time  for  Arapahoe 
i|iurch.  "Missions  Emphasis 
jeekend"  began  as  an  idea  of 
yo  AFC  boys,  Chris  and  Pat, 
;jid  was  enlarged  upon  by 
ijhers. 

|The  weekend  was  kicked  off 
tjji.  Friday  night  by  the  showing 
if  "Hudson  Taylor,"  a  movie 
[  'ippicting  the  life  of  this  mis- 
ijonary  to  China.  The  Saturday 
/ening  event  brought  out  the 
*ave  as  a  meal  was  served 
jaturing  foods  eaten  in  the 
hilippines,  Africa,  Thailand, 
,  id  Mexico.  Chris  and  Pat  had 
.  Jritten  our  missionaries  re- 
lesting  recipes  for  some  of  the 
|Shes  served.  Our  after-dinner 
j)eaker  was  the  Rev.  Wayne 
.ing,  former  missionary  to  the 
hilippines. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  mis- 
ons  emphasis  was  carried  in- 
>  the  worship  service  through 
jnging  and  by  a  message  by 
ie  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  director 
1*  |  Free  Will  Baptist  Foreign 
tissions.  They  were  happy  Mr. 
f  t>nes  and  his  family  were  with 
I  |em  all  weekend.  The  van  der 
t  las  family  conducted  the  Sun- 
*  ay  evening  service  using  their 
tlents  of  singing,  teaching, 
jid  preaching.  It  was  a  sen- 
jmental   time   as  everyone 
icalled  the  four  years  the  van 


der  Plas  family  have  been  with 
them.  After  the  evening  service 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  spon- 
sored a  reception  to  show  their 
love  and  support  for  this 
wonderful  family. 

During  the  entire  weekend 
displays  were  on  view  of  ar- 
tifacts from  Africa,  Mexico, 
and  the  Philippines.  The  effects 
from  this  weekend  will  bless 
Arapahoe  Church  for  a  long 
time. 

Gospel  Sing  at  Verona  Church 

On  Saturday  night,  March  31, 
a  gospel  sing  will  be  held  at 
Verona  Church,  7  miles  south  of 
Jacksonville  on  Highway  17. 
The  sing  will  feature  the 
"Ranger's  Quartet"  of  Dunn. 
The  time  of  the  services  is  7 : 30 
p.m.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Boyd 
Shook,  and  the  congregation  in- 
vite everyone  to  share  in  this 
service. 

Invitation  to  Open  House 

The  Winterville  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  will  have  Open 
House  on  Sunday,  March  25, 
from  2-5  in  the  afternoon.  The 
church  is  located  on  the  corner 
of  Glendale  Avenue  and  East 
Cooper  Street  in  Winterville. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  come. 

Northeast  Church  to  Host  a 
Missions  Conference 

The  members  of  Northeast 
Church,  Mount  Olive,  would 
like  to  announce  that  on  April 
3-5,  at  7:30  each  evening  they 
will  host  a  Missions  Con- 
ference. 

Guest  speakers  will  be  the 
Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley 
from  the  Eastern  Conference 
Home  Missions  on  Tuesday 
evening;  Jeffrey  D'Jernes,  a 
Wycliff  Bible  translator,  who 
has  just  spent  three  years  in 
New  Guinea  on  Wednesday 
evening;  and  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  head  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions on  Thursday  evening. 
Films  or  slides  will  be 
presented  at  each  meeting. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  attend 
these  services. 


Central  Conference 
Women  to  Meet 

The  Central  Conference 
Woman's  Auxiliary  will  meet 
March  24, 1984,  at  Ormondsville 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
located  eight  miles  west  of 
Ayden,  just  off  Highway  903  at 
Ormondsville. 

The  theme  for  the  Convention 
will  be  "Lest  We  Forget"  with 
Scripture  taken  from 
Deuteronomy  4:9— "Only  take 
heed  to  thyself  and  keep  thy 
soul  diligently,  lest  thou  forget 
the  things  which  thine  eyes 
have  seen,  and  lest  they  depart 
from  thy  heart  all  the  days  of 
thy  life." 

The  program  is  as  follows: 
Morning  Session 
9 : 30— Registration 

10:00— Hymn,  "Count  Your  Blessings" 
—Devotion,  Mrs.  Lorraine  Russell 
—Welcome,  Mrs.  Louise  May 
—Response,  Mrs.  Warren  Moye 

10:15— Greetings,  President 
— Recogition  Time 

—  Business  Period 

10:30— Missions  Report,  Mrs.  Wallie 

Hargrove 
—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 

(Missions  money  and  Talents  for 

Cragmont) 
—Chorus  Time,  Miss  Leah  McGlo- 

hon 

10:50— Children's   Home,   Mrs.  Judy 
Moore 
—Retirement  Homes 

—  Love  Offering 
—Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
—Hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey" 

11:20— Special  Music,  Host  Church 

—  Introduction  of  Speaker,  Mrs. 
Alice  Barrow 

11:30— Morning  Speaker,  Mrs.  Lizzie 

Dawson 
12:00— Benediction 
—Lunch 

Afternoon  Session 

1:15— Chorus  Time,  Miss  Leah  McGlo- 
hon 
—Prayer 

—Youth,  Mrs.  Joan  Little 
Mrs.  Mitzi  Hobgood 

—Study  Course,  Mrs.  Debbie  Lan- 
caster 

—Cragmont 

—  Mount   Olive    College,  Mrs. 
Happy  Taylor 

—Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund,  Mrs. 
Cleo  Hinson 
2:00— Life  Membership  Award,  Mrs. 
Lou  McLawhorn 
—Business  Period 
—Reflections,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Mayo 
2:30— Hymn,  "Revive  Us  Again" 
—Adjournment 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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Foreign  Missions 


TELETHON  5UN0AY 
MARCH  25 


MHEYWORlO  christian 
V  WHO  WERE  YOU  CALLING?! 


I  Just  called  in  m 

SPECIAL  GIFT  FOR  FOREIGN. 
AAtSSiONS.  TOOAY  I  5 
TELETHON  SUNDAY. 


EVERYONE !  EVERY  CHuKh 
AND  INOlVlOlMl  WORIO 
MISSIONS  OEPEN03  ON  Uj 


TO  SEND  MISSIONARIES  LIKE  THE  VAN  DEpN 
Pi  AS  TO  THE  Philippines  ANO  other  country. 

TO  SuPPoPT MISSIONARIES  ON  THE  FlFLD,  SoPPORT 

Pa  stops,  Bible  schools,  £ipivientarys<-hoois. 

PROVIDE  FOCO,  CLOTHiAiG^EPiC (A/6,  wCUS,  jRff/GATlON 
SY5TFM3.8VY  0I5LE5  ANO  TRACTS.  1  COULO  00  OKI 

AND  on, Sot  you  c^ai  see  how  FaR  Reaching 

THE  WORK  JS. 


TO  HftP  0THFR5  15 
ONE  OF  THf  30YS  ANO  6LES5IAIC 
OF  3EINC  A  CHRISTIAN. 


*s): 


/X  WANT  TO  US  E  YOUR 
/  PHOME   50  I  CAW  « 
'IjBMY  SPEC1M  G-lFL, 


WMILE  WE  WAIT,  LFT'S 
3oiN  TOGETHER  IA»  pi?4YEP 
TOO  AY  IS  OUR  OAY  OF 
PRAYER  FoR  WuRLO  Missions 


TELETHON  5UM0AY 
MARCH  25 

CALL  IN  YOUR  SPECIAL! 
OFFERING  BETWEEN 
I  SO  -  5:30 

0IALC<H<07%-1<,63 


8 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTTS 


NEW  CREATURE  IN  CHRIST 


Meet  Mr.  Ariston  Pilapil.  He  is  a  new  creature  in  Christ,  BECAUSE  YOU  SUP- 
-ORT  WORLD  MISSIONS. 


Mr.  Pilapil  was  born  July  3, 1923,  in  the  province  of  Leyte  in  the 
3hilippines.  At  the  age  of  four  his  father  died  leaving  his  mother  the 
•esponsibility  of  raising  him  and  his  two  brothers  and  one  sister, 
tfter  graduating  from  high  school  in  1952,  he  served  two  years  as  a 
patrolman  in  Alicico,  Zamboaga  del  Sur. 

In  1960,  Mr.  Pilapil  transferred  to  TayTay,  Palawan.  There  he 
served  as  secretary  of  Barangay  Pancol  for  four  years.  Then  he 
served  as  Pancol's  Barangay  Captain  for  ten  years.  Now  at  the  age 
If  sixty  and  still  single,  Mr.  Pilapil  replies,  "Most  of  my  life  has 
oeen  spent  farming  and  fishing. ' ' 

A  letter  and  an  application  arrived  at  Palawan  Bible  Institute 
In  May  of  1983  from  Mr.  Pilapil  asking  if  he  could  study  Bible  here. 
)n  the  back  of  the  application  he  wrote,  "On  my  part  being  aged,  I 
leed  to  be  educated  with  regards  to  God's  Law  as  a  preparation  for 
Werlasting  life."  He  arrived  in  June  and  began  his  studies  with  the 
jther  students.  On  July  15,  Mr.  Ariston  Pilapil  repented  of  his  sins, 
isked  Jesus  into  his  heart  and  became  a  new  creature  in  Christ. 

Brother  Pilapil  works  hard  at  his  studies,  and  continues  to 
jrow  in  Christ.  One  of  his  great  desires  is  to  impart  knowledge  of 
jTesus  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  while  he  is  alive. 

We  believe  and  are  convinced  that  the  world  can  be  won  to 
Christ  one  (Jose)  at  the  time.  Will  you  be  a  part  of  the  greatest 
vork  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  WORLD  MISSIONS? 

Fred  Baker 
Philippines 


GIVE  MORE  IN  '84 

Telethon  Theme:  World  Missions  and  You. 


WORLD  MISSIONS  AND 
THE  INDIVIDUAL 

You  are  ultimately  the 
strength  of  the  local  church  and 
world  missions.  You  are  like 
one  link  in  a  chain;  the  whole 
chain  is  dependent  on  you. 

7  want  to  share  a  few  words 
on  this  subject  from  my  heart. 

World  missions  is  a  personal 
Ithing.  The  task  is  not  just  for 
others.  It  is  mine.  It  is  yours.  I 


can  see  the  millions  of  lost, 
lonely,  helpless  souls  from  all 
nations,  and  my  heart  breaks, 
but  my  determination  never 
falters.  It  is  my  responsibility 
to  make  Christ  known  to  them, 
and  until  Christ  calls  me  home  I 
must  dedicate  my  life  to  this 
most  urgent  and  important 
task.  Nothing  else  must  ever  so 
claim  my  attention  that  I  lose 
sight  of  God's  redemptive  plan 
for  all  mankind. 


My  prayer  for  each  of  you  as 
you  read  this  is  that  God  will 
grant  you  the  light  to  see  your 
part  in  world  missions,  the 
strength  to  act,  the  joy  to  serve, 
and  the  desire  to  see  the  task 
completed. 

Lord!  help  us  to  see  our  im- 
portance in  the  chain  of  world 
missions. 


TELETHON  SUNDAY 
IS  MARCH  25. 

CALL  AND  REPORT 
YOUR  MISSIONS  OFFERING 
BETWEEN  1:30  and  5:30  P.M. 

PHONE  (919)  746-4963 


ATTENTION 
NC  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  1984  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  will  convene  on 
Thursday,  May  10,  in  College 
Hall  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina. 
Each  auxiliary  should  repre- 
sent with  one  delegate  for  each 
25  members  or  fraction  thereof, 
plus  a  registration  fee  of  $10. 

Many  auxiliaries  mail  their 
registration  fee  in  advance. 
This  is  a  good  thing  to  do,  as  it 
saves  the  delegate  the  trouble 
of  handling  the  money.  Also,  in 
the  event  something  happens  at 
the  last  minute  to  prohibit  your 
representing  in  person,  your 
auxiliary  is  registered  as  hav- 
ing represented. 

EVIPORTANT:  Please  mail 
your  fee  before  April  25,  if 
possible,  so  that  I  will  be  able  to 
get  the  list  prepared  and 
delivered  to  the  convention 
registration  committee  for  use 
on  the  morning  of  May  10.  If 
you  cannot  possibly  attend, 
please  mail  your  fee  anyway, 
as  the  convention  needs  your 
support.  Mail  your  fee  to  the 
following  address:  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond T.  Sasser,  State 
Treasurer,  517  Westover 
Avenue,  Wilson,  North  Carolina 
27893. 

Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


9 


Children's  Home 


A  WATERED-DOWN  MINISTRY" 


"A  WATERED-DOWN  MINISTRY" 

Absolutely  Not!  Just  a  little  wet!  Our  ministry  with  the 
children  is  a  "complete"  ministry.  By  complete,  we  mean  that  we 
make  deliberate  efforts  to  provide  experiences  for  our  kids  that  are 
"life-preparing."  This  includes  experience  in  our  Work  Reward 
Program.  Each  child  is  given  the  opportunity  to  select  work  that  is 
compatible  with  his/her  abilities.  When  a  decision  is  made  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  work,  the  children  are  asked  to  sign  a  work  contract  in 
agreement  with  the  stipulations  of  the  job.  This  involves  an 
understanding  of  the  number  of  hours  to  be  worked  each  week,  the 
pay  scale,  and  the  kind  of  performance  necessary  for  the  job  to  be 
maintained. 

Children  like  Ronnie,  in  the  photograph  above,  aggressively 
seek  out  work  so  that  they  may  earn  spending  money  and  add  to 
their  personal  savings  accounts.  We  believe  that  children  need  the 
experience  of  "earning"  some  of  the  things  they  want  and  personal- 
ly enjoy.  Total  dependence  upon  our  institution  throughout  life  is 
not  part  of  our  philosophy  of  child  care.  If  we  don't  teach  our  kids 
about  the  "reality  of  life,"  the  realities  of  life  will  one  day  destroy 
our  kids ! 


DUKE  ENDOWMENT 
AWARDS  $8,000  TO 
FWB  CHDLDREN'S  HOME 

The  Duke  Endowment  has 
awarded  a  grant  of  $8,000  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  to  help  fund  a  new 
Preparation  for  Independence 
program. 

According  to  Children's 
Home  Director  Bobby  R.  Tay- 
lor, the  grant  "will  be  used 
to  help  youngsters  in  the  15-21 
age  group  as  they  prepare  to 
leave  the  Children's  Home  and 
move  out  into  the  world.  We've 
targeted  a  group  of  young  peo- 
ple who  have  shown  maturity 
and  good  self -discipline,  and  we 
want  to  give  them  more  respon- 
sibilities and  freedom  over 
time. 


"They'll  live  in  a  different 
cottage,  be  responsible  for  dai- 
ly routine,  for  following  up  on 
their  vocational  skills  and,  in 
general,  behaving  like  respon- 
sible adults." 

The  new  program  will  in- 
volve the  re-opening  of  one  cot- 
tage on  campus  and  the 
employment  of  additional  staff. 

Ashley  H.  Gale  Jr.,  director 
of  the  Endowment's  Hospital 
and  Child  Care  Divisions,  noted 
that  "the  transition  from  youth 
to  adulthood  is  difficult  for 
everyone.  The  move  from  a 
protected  environment  to  in- 
dependent living  is  especially 
crucial  for  these  youngsters. 
We  think  the  special  Prepara- 
tion for  Independence  might 
make  a  big  difference  in  this 


transition,  but  we  also  think  & 
will  take  several  years  befor^j 
there  are  any  conclusive 
results.  As  funds  are  availably 
the  Endowment  hopes  to  pre 
vide  further  assistance  in  thi 
worthwhile  effort." 

Since  1925,  the  Duke  En 
dowment  has  awarded  ovej 
$460,000  to  the  Free  Will  Baptiss 
Children's  Home  for  operating 
costs  and  special  programs. 

The  Endowment,  establishe< 
by  James  B.  Duke  in  1924 
assists  nonprofit  hospitals  an< 
child  care  institutions  in  Nortli 
and  South  Carolina;  ruraj 
United  Methodist  churches  an< 
retired  ministers  in  Nortl 
Carolina;  and  four  educationa 
institutions:  Duke,  Furmai 
and  Johnson  C.  Smith  Univer 
sities,  and  Davidson  College. 

One  of  the  nation's  larges 
private  foundations,  the  198! 
market  value  of  the  Endow 
ment's  assets  was  approx 
imately  $498  million.  Since  1924; 
trustees  have  awarded  grants 
totaling  over  $644  million  to  th( 
beneficiaries  selected  b;,1 
James  B.  Duke.  Grants  madf 
during  1983  totaled  $36.} 
million. 


CAMPBELL  SOUP  AND 
U-HAUL  COMPANIES 
MAKE  DONATIONS 


Campbell  Soup  Company  o 
Maxton,  North  Carolina 
donated  405  cases  of  soup  to  th< 
Home.  This  soup  will  be  used  t< 


(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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Hi  i  THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 
f   art  IV :  Resources  for  Leaders 
s  ; in  Christian  Education 

3'  'len,  Mavis  and  Max  Caldwell,  Com- 
f  pilers.  Helping  Teachers  Teach. 
L   Nashville:  Convention  Press,  1976. 

lazier,  Kenneth  D.,  Building  An  Ef- 
f   fective  Church  School.  Valley  Forge : 

Judson  Press,  1976. 
3      Growing   Church   School.  Valley 
1    Forge:  Judson  Press,  1978. 
I   jlly,  Iris.  New  Life  for  Your  Sunday 

School.  New  York:  The  Seabury 
,i    Press,  1979. 

uckert,  Mary.  Help!  I  Run  a  Sunday 

School.  Philadelphia :  The  Westminis- 
i'  I  ter  Press,  1971. 

Idge,  Findley.  Helping  the  Teacher. 
ir    Nashville:  Broadman  Press,  1959. 
.  legal,  Bob.  Sunday  School  Director's 

■Handbook.  Nashville:  Convention 
1  I  Press,  1979. 

■  loodykoontz,  Harry  and  Betty.  Train- 
ing to  Teach:  A  Basic  Course  in 
i    Christian  Education.  Philadelphia: 
The  Westminister  Press,  1961. 
riggs,  Donald.  Teaching  Teachers  to 
'    Teach.  Nashville:  Abingdon  Press. 
I  ohnson,  Douglas.  The  Care  and  Feed- 
r,  |  inflr  of  Volunteers.  Nashville:  Abing- 
,  j  don  Press,  1978,  5th  printing  in  1981. 
,  ones,  Idris.  The  Superintendent  Plans 
His   Work.    Valley  Forge :  Judson 
Press,  1951,  14th  printing  in  1981. 
I  iynn,  Robert  and  Elliott  Wright.  The 
Big  Little  School:  200  Years  of  the 
1  ;i  Sunday  School.  Nashville:  Abingdon 
!  Press,  1971  and  1980. 
filler,  Randolph  Crump.  Education  for 
Christian  Living.   Englewood  Cliffs, 
New  Jersey:  Prentice-Hall,  1956. 
)lson,  Richard.  The  Pastor's  Role  in 
Educational  Ministry.  Philadephia: 
Fortress  Press,  1974. 
3owers,  Bruce,  Editor.  Christian  Edu- 
i  cation  Handbook.  Nashville:  Broad- 
man  Press,  1981. 
^usbuldt,    Richard.    Basic  Teacher 
Skills.  Valley  Forge:  Judson  Press, 
'  1981. 

smart,  James.  The  Teaching  Ministry 
of  the   Church.    Philadephia:  The 

I  Westminister  Press,  1954. 

taylor,  Marvin,  Editor.  Religious  Edu- 
cation: A  Comprehensive  Survey. 
Nashville:  Abingdon  Press,  1960. 

An  Introduction  to  Christian  Education. 
Nashville:  Abingdon  Press,  1966. 

Vieth,  Paul.  The  Church  School.  Phila- 
delphia: Christian  Education  Press, 

i  1957. 

Some  of  these  works  are  out 
of  print.  However,  your  local 
(public  library  may  have  some 
of  them  or  could  get  them  for 
'you  through  their  loan  system. 
Moye  Library  on  the  campus  of 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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I  Mount  Olive  College 

THE  CLARENCE  F.  BO  WEN  SCHOLARSHIP  ENDOWMENT 


An  endowment  in  memory  of  the  late  Rev.  Clarence  F.  Bowen 
has  been  established  at  Mount  Olive  College  by  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Mr.  Bowen,  a  well-known  and  beloved  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister,  died  January  22, 1984,  at  the  age  of  72.  He  served  for  more 
than  twenty  years  on  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  an  honorary  life  member.  Income  from  the  Bowen 
Endowment  will  be  used  to  provide  scholarships  for  students 
preparing  for  missionary  service. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  director-treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  announced  a  $1,000  contribution  to  the  Endow- 
ment at  the  World  Missions  Rally  held  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
March  9.  He  stated  that  the  Endowment  was  open  to  receive  addi- 
tional gifts  from  individual  friends  of  Mr.  Bowen,  churches  and 
church  organizations.  Gifts  for  this  purpose  should  be  sent  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365,  and  designated 
"Bowen  Endowment  Fund." 

A  native  of  Person  County,  Mr.  Bowen  was  ordained  by  the 
North  Carolina  Western  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  1937.  He  earned  an  Associate  in  Arts  degree  from  Campbell 
University  and  a  Bachelor's  degree  from  Wake  Forest  University. 
At  both  institutions  Mr.  Bowen  served  as  student  body  president 
and  distinguished  himself  in  both  scholarship  and  leadership.  His 
Masters  degree  was  earned  at  George  Peabody  College,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  while  he  was  on  the  faculty  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible 
College. 

His  pastorates  included  Spring  Hill,  Pleasant  Plain,  Selma, 
Kenly,  Stoney  Creek  and  First  Church  in  Wilson  in  the  Western 
Conference ;  Corinth  Church  in  the  Albemarle  Conference ;  Rose  of 
Sharon  and  Pleasant  Hill  Churches  in  the  Central  Conference ;  and 
Shady  Grove  Church  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference,  all  in  North 
Carolina.  In  Tennessee  he  served  East  Nashville  and  Horton 
Heights  Churches  in  Nashville.  In  recognition  of  his  outstanding 
pastoral  services,  Mr.  Bowen  was  chosen  "Minister  of  the  Year"  in 
1973  by  the  North  Carolina  State  Ministerial  Association. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Mr.  Bowen's  services  to  Free  Will  Baptists  were  many  and 
varied  and  included  President  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion; Moderator  of  the  Western  Conference  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Ordination;  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  First  Western 
Union  Meeting;  Field  Secretary  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Leagues  in 
North  Carolina;  Moderator  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference;  member 
of  the  Chaplain's  Commission  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion, writer  of  The  Advanced  Quarterly,  The  Young  Adults' 
Quarterly,  and  numerous  other  publications  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press,  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 

Services  outside  of  North  Carolina  included  promotional  direc- 
tor of  the  National  League  Board,  Secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  President  of  the  Tennessee 
State  Convention. 

Mr.  Bowen  and  his  wife,  Rose  G.  Bowen,  co-authored  many 
publications  for  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  work. 

In  addition  to  his  wife,  who  resides  in  Ayden,  Mr.  Bowen  is  sur- 
vived by  one  son,  C.  F.  "Jeff"  Bowen  Jr.,  of  Greensboro. 

FORTY  MORE  SEATS  CONTRIBUTED  TO  COLLEGE  HALL 

During  the  week  of  March  6-12,  forty  seats  were  contributed  to 
College  Hall:  thirty-six  chairs  and  four  bleacher  seats. 

The  total  number  of  chairs  contributed  to  date  is  891  toward  a 
goal  of  800.  The  number  of  bleacher  seats  given  or  pledged  now 
totals  311%  toward  a  goal  of  1,200,  leaving  a  balance  of  888%. 

The  cost  of  sponsoring  a  bleacher  is  $100.  The  bleacher  seats  in 
College  Hall  are  the  first  of  their  kind  to  be  installed  in  the 
southeastern  section  of  the  United  States.  They  are  contoured  for 
body  comfort  and  will  include  a  back. 

All  donors  to  College  Hall  will  be  recognized  with  appropriate 
plaques  or  charts  in  the  lobby ;  in  addition,  the  bleacher  seats  will 
feature  a  nameplate  which  will  include  the  name  of  the  donor  and 
the  person(s)  honored  or  memorialized. 

By  using  both  chairs  and  bleachers,  the  main  floor  of  College 
Hall  will  seat  2,000  people  for  conventions.  We  hope  to  have  all  seats 
sponsored  in  time  for  recognition  at  the  State  Convention  in 
September. 


Summary  of  Bleacher  Seats  Through  March  12 

Contributed 
Goal  or  Pledged 

Bleachers  ($100  each)  1,200  311% 


Chairs:  March  6-12 

Donors 

Mr.  and  Airs.  E.  C.  Averette  Jr.,  Winterville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burney  L.  Tucker,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Leroy  Bibbs 

By  Toni  and  Ellis  Banks,  Winterville 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman  Grubbs 

By  Toni  and  Ellis  Banks,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Henry  T.  Pope  Sr. 

By  Mrs.  Zelma  Pope,  Kenly 
Saint  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson 
In  Honor  of  Debra  M.  Sasser 

By  Mr.  W.  Gray  Sasser,  Selma 
In  Honor  of  W.  Gray  Sasser 

By  Debra  M.  Sasser,  Selma 
In  Memory  of  Inez  Edwards 

By  Nursery  Class  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Kenly 
In  Memory  of  Nancy  Craft  Barfield  and  Eli  Craft 

By  Hattie  Summerlin,  Kenly 
First  Church  of  Williamston,  Williamston 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 


Number 
of  Chairs 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

5 
1 

1 

1 

1 

4 


Balance 
Needed 

888% 


Amount 

$  50 
50 
50 

50 

50 

250 
50 

50 

50 

50 

200 


FORUM  TO  BE  HELD 
AT  COLLEGE  AUDITORIUM 

"The  Death  Penalty,"  a  o5 
hour  forum,  will  be  held  at  , 
a.m.,  March  29,  in  Collei! 
Auditorium. 

The  increasing  number  of  e: 
ecutions  nationwide  has  agai 
called  attention  to  the  questio 
of  capital  punishment.  The  r€ 
cent  case  of  James  Hutchiij 
has  focused  interest  on  th 
issue  in  North  Carolina.  It  is ! 
controversial  issue  that  cal 
forth   definite   and  highl 
charged  opinions.  The  form 
will  be  held  to  foster  health 
public  debate  on  the  questior 
Admission  is  free  and  open  t| 
the  public. 

Arguing  for  the  principle  c 
capital  punishment  will  b 
Donald  Jacobs,  District  A1 
torney,  Eighth  Judicia 
District.  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer 
professor  of  Religion  at  Moun 
Olive  College,  will  present  th 
case  against  the  death  penalty 
Each  presenter  will  have  twerr 
ty  minutes.  A  question  an< 
answer  period  will  follow.  Kei 
Dilda,  Mount  Olive  College  Pro 
fessor  of  Social  Sciences 
will  moderate  the  forum. 


NOTICE 

An  ordination  service  fo 
Frank  Thigpen  will  be  held  oi 
Sunday,  March  25,  at  3:30  p.m. 
at  Saratoga  Church.  The  ReV 
J.  C.  Yates  is  pastor.  Everyont 
is  welcome  to  attend. 

Central  Conference  Ordaining  Councj 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
Mount  Olive  College  may  have 
some  of  these  books.  If  not,  thej 
could  assist  you  in  getting  somt 
of  these  books  or  perhaps  pur 
chase  them  for  the  librarj 
there.  Our  bookstores  carry 
some  of  these  books  or  coulc 
order  them  for  you.  If  the  booh 
you  want  is  out  of  print,  yoii 
might  find  it  at  Stevens 
Bookstore  in  Wake  Forest,  at 
245  East  Roosevelt  Street, 
phone  919-556-3830.  Another 
possibility  would  be  to  have  the 
church  purchase  them. 
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OPEN  LETTER 


To:  All  Churches  of  the  Eastern  Conference 

From :  Core  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Cove  City,  North  Carolina 

Subject:  Challenge  Gift  for  Camp  Vandemere's  Faith  Fund 
Building  Debt  Retirement  Drive 

As  most  of  you  know  the  Camp  Vandemere  Board  of  Directors  last  year 
created  the  "Camp  Vandemere  Faith  Fund."  It  appointed  a  Board  of  Trustees 
and  began  a  Faith  Fund  drive  to  retire  the  mortgage  debt  on  the  camp  by  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Eastern  Conference  this  coming  October. 

The  Board  of  Directors  felt  so  strongly  about  the  need  for  the  debt  retirement 
that  they  began  the  Faith  Fund  drive  with  their  personal  pledges  of  over  $11,000. 
To  date  over  $25,000  has  been  received  in  donations  and  pledges. 

Core  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  also  believes  in  the  need  to  retire  this 
debt  quickly,  and  in  its  quarterly  business  meeting  held  on  Saturday  night, 
February  4,  1984,  it  voted  to  make  an  immediate  "Special  Donation"  of  $1,000  to 
the  Camp  Vandemere  Faith  Fund  drive. 

Core  Creek  hereby  challenges,  and  urges  its  sister  churches  in  the  Eastern 
Conference  to  make  a  similar  special  donation  to  the  camp  to  pay  off  the  mort- 
gage quickly  so  that  our  continuing  regular  support  for  the  camp  may  be  used  en- 
tirely to  support  the  camping  ministry  and  not  to  pay  interest  charges. 

Don't  delay— consider  this  challenge  and  opportunity  at  your  very  next 
business  meeting.  If  the  debt  is  paid  off  this  year  we  will  be  able  to  save  almost 
$100,000  in  interest  charges  over  the  life  of  the  loan. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Core  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Philip  H.  Wood,  Pastor 

P.S.  We  invite  all  churches  and  members  in  our  denomination  to  participate 
in  this  worthy  cause,  prayerfully,  and  also  financially  if  you  can. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE  •  FAITH  FUND 

To  support  its  commitment  to  Christian  recreation  I  (we)  will  give: 

A  one  time  donation  of  $_ 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  A  monthly  donation  of  $  

Camp  Vandemere  Faith  Fund  Per  month  for  twelve  (12)  months. 


DONOR. 


ADDRESS   HOME  PHONE_ 


CITY  STATE  ZIP, 

Business  (Firm  &  Address)  


Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Conference. 

Signature  


—  GIFTS  ARE  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE  AS  ALLOWED  BY  LAW— 

Send  donations  to:  Camp  Vandemere  Faith  Fund,  Wachovia  Bank  &  Trust  Company,  Marie  Whitford,  Box  406, 
Vanceboro,  NC  28586. 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Judges  8,  9 

A  CHRIST  THAT  SHINES  IN  DARKNESS 

A  father  took  his  son  into  an  art  shop  to  buy  a 
picture  of  Christ  for  him.  The  boy  was  shown  dif- 
ferent pictures  of  Christ  but  he  didn't  like  any  of 
them.  "No,  Daddy,  these  are  not  what  I  want." 
The  father,  thinking  that  his  son  didn't  want  a 
picture  of  Christ  after  all,  asked,  "What  kind  of  a 
picture  of  Christ  do  you  want?"  Promptly  the 
boy  replied,  "I  want  a  Christ  who  shines  in 
darkness ! ' '  The  boy  had  seen  a  luminous  picture 
of  Christ  which  shone  in  the  darkness. 

We  greatly  need  Christ  to  shine  in  the  night 
of  sorrow,  suffering,  testing  and  temptation. 
Only  He  can  illumine  life's  dark  pathway. 


As  we  follow  Him,  our  way  grows  increasing- 
ly bright:  "But  the  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shin- 
ing light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day"  (Proverbs  4:18). 


MONDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Judges  10,  11 

NO  SHADOWS  PERMANENT 
Dr.  Jowett,  the  noted  preacher,  once  saw  a 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun  while  he  was  traveling 
through  a  foreign  mission  field.  The  superstition- 
ridden  natives  thought  that  a  great  monster  was 
swallowing  up  the  sun,  so  they  beat  their  drums 
and  cried  out  in  fear.  When  the  eclipse  was  over, 
and  the  sun  was  shining  again,  Dr.  Jowett  went 
home  and  wrote  his  famous  sermon,  "No 
Shadows  Permanent."  In  it  he  pointed  out  that 
while  the  love  of  God  seems  sometimes  to  be  in  a 
state  of  eclipse,  there  is  a  law  of  the  spirit  by 
which  the  bright  hopes  of  the  gospel  always 
return.  There  are  no  permanent  shadows.  Even 
the  temporary  shadows  are  behind  us,  if  we  face 
the  light  and  walk  towards  it. 


Give  me  a  Bible  and  a  candle  and  shut  me  up 
in  a  dungeon,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  the  world  is 
doing. 


TUESDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading  — Judges  12-14 

A  LIGHTED  CANDLE  INSIDE 
While  preaching  in  Soul's  Harbor,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  I  noticed  a  nurse  under  deep  convic- 
tion of  sin.  She  sat  night  after  night,  the  picture 


of  dejection  and  distress.  One  night  she  yielde 
herself  to  Christ.  The  burden  of  sin  fell  from  h* 
heart.  She  became  radiant.  On  the  way  hoitf 
that  night,  she  stopped  at  a  store  to  do  somj 
shopping.  A  clerk  who  had  known  her  for  somi 
time  said,  "Why,  you  look  as  if  someone  had  jus 
lighted  a  candle  inside  you!"  "That's  right, 
said  the  converted  nurse.  "What  I  mean,"  sail 
the  clerk,  "is  that  you  look  as  if  you  had  jus 
fallen  in  love!"  "I  have!"  exclaimed  the  nurst 
"I  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  One  who  loved  m 
when  I  didn't  love  Him— Jesus!" 


Have  you  found  the  heavenly  light? 
Pass  it  on! 

Souls  are  groping  in  the  night, 
Daylight  gone! 

Lift  your  lighted  lamp  on  high, 
Be  a  star  in  someone's  sky, 
He  might  live  who  else  would  die, 
Pass  it  on! 


WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Judges  15-17 

THEY  SEE  NOT 

A  businessman,  45  years  of  age,  was  drivin; 
along  a  Canadian  highway.  The  sun  was  shinui; 
brightly.  He  saw  what  appeared  to  be  drops  q 
rain  begin  to  fall  on  the  upper  part  of  his  wind 
shield.  Within  seconds,  all  became  dark!  Quickl; 
he  turned  his  car  to  the  side  of  the  road.  Blind 
ness  settled  permanently  upon  him ! 

His  experience  was  not  unusual.  Yearly,  ii 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  some  30,000  pec 
pie,  92  percent  of  them  adults,  go  blind. 

Only  God  knows  how  many  go  blind  tj 
spiritual  and  eternal  things.  They  have  physica 
eyesight,  "but  they  see  not."  "The  god  of  thi 
world,"  said  Paul,  "hath  blinded  the  minds  o 
them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  th 
glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  6 
God,  should  shine  unto  them"  (2  Corinthian 
4:4). 


What  a  privilege  is  ours,  who  have  seeing 
eyes,  to  help  the  unseeing  ones  to  see  the  "high 
of  the  world, "  the  Lord  Jesus! 


THURSDAY, 
MARCH 
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Scripture  Reading— Judges  18,  19 
LAMPS 
I  met  a  stranger  in  the  night 

Whose  lamp  had  ceased  to  shine. 
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I  paused  and  let  him  light 
His  lamp  from  mine. 

A  tempest  sprang  up  later  on 
And  shook  the  world  about. 

And  when  the  wind  was  gone, 
My  lamp  was  out. 

But  back  to  me  the  stranger  came- 
His  lamp  was  glowing  fine ! 

He  held  the  precious  flame, 
And  lighted  mine ! 


I'd  rather  light  a  candle  than  curse  the 
arkness. 


FRIDAY,  on 
HARCH 


cripture  Reading- Judges  20,  21 

MAKING  HOLES  IN  THE  DARKNESS 

One  evening  at  dusk,  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
tood  as  a  boy  at  the  window  of  his  home  and 
patched  the  darkness  envelop  the  city. 
I  Robert,"  his  nurse  said  to  him,  "come  and  sit 
lown.  You  can't  see  anything  out  there." 

But  young  Stevenson  insisted,  "I  can  see 
iomething  wonderful.  There  is  a  man  coming  up 
he  street  making  holes  in  the  darkness."  It  was 
he  lamplighter. 

In  the  truest  sense,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Divine 
lamplighter.  He  came  into  the  world  to  make 
holes  in  the  darkness  of  sin,  ignorance,  and 
kespair.  "I  am  the  Light  of  the  world,"  He  said. 


He  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk 
farkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life. 


m 


SATURDAY, 
MARCH 


31 


jlcripture  Reading— Ruth  1-4 

THEIR  MINDS  WERE  BLINDED! 
Years  ago,  young  mules  were  lowered  into 
toal  mines.  There  they  remained  until  old  age 
gendered  them  useless  for  further  service.  When 
;hey  were  brought  up  into  God's  sunlight,  it  was 
detected  that  they  were  totally  blind.  They  had 
;ieen  in  darkness  so  long  that  they  had  gone 
olind. 

Men  may  stay  away  from  Jesus  so  long,  go- 
ing headstrong  in  the  ways  of  sin  and  darkness, 
!;hat  they  ultimately  forfeit  the  possibility  to 
oecome  spiritually  enlightened.  Paul  said,  "But 
If  our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  which 
relieve  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of 
phrist  .  .  .  should  shine  unto  them"  (2  Corin- 
thians 4:3,  4).  There  is  a  point  at  which  the  light 
bn  the  road  to  Hell  goes  out! 


Jesus  said,  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. " 
Lights  are  made  for  dark  places.  Shine  for  Jesus 
wherever  you  may  be. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Treasury  of  Illustra- 
tions, Walter  B.  Knight. 


STATE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 

Saturday,  March  31 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  NC 

Registration— 9  a.m. 


■HHHHHHMII  Home  Missions 

PROGRAM  FOR  EVANGELISM  AND 
MISSION  CONFERENCE 

A  program  for  evangelism  and  mission 
conference  will  be  held  at  Beulaville 
Church,  Beulaville,  North  Carolina,  March 
26-30,  1984,  beginning  at  7:30  each  evening. 
The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows : 

Monday:  Home  Missions  Workshop, 
Charles  W.  Crisp,  director  of  Home  Mis- 
sions; Evangelism  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Ray 
Wells,  pastor,  Marsh  Swamp  Church, 
Chairman,  Home  Missions  Board 

Tuesday:  Visitation  Workshop,  the 
Rev.  Dean  Kennedy,  pastor,  Haymount 
Church,  longtime  associate  Home  Mis- 
sions; Evangelism  Sermon,  the  Rev.  W.  S. 
Burns,  Home  Missions  pastor,  Eastwood 
Mission 

Wednesday:  Sunday  School  Growth 
Workshop,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  Home 
Missions  director;  Evangelism  Sermon,  the 
Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison,  chaplain  and  in- 
structor at  Mount  Olive  College 

Thursday :  Film :  ' '  Planned  Parenthood 
for  Churches"  presenting  the  needs  of 
planting  new  churches;  Evangelism  Ser- 
mon: the  Rev.  James  Sowers,  Home  Mis- 
sions pastor,  Grifton  Mission 

Friday:  Workshop,  the  Rev.  Walter  Sut- 
ton, Eastern  Conference  Home  Missions; 
Evangelism  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Crisp,  Home  Missions  director 

The  host  church  will  provide  the  music. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson" 


For  March  25 

JESUS  CALLS  ON 
US  TO  MINISTER 

Lesson  Text:  Mark  8:27-38 
Memory  Verse :  Mark  8 : 34 

"Cancel  all  appointments! 
This  is  a  matter  of  life  and 
death! " 

So  the  "necessities"  weren't 
really  necessary,  and  the  top 
priorities  were  sharply  reduced 
in  order.  In  life-and-death 
situations  men  cling  to  life  at 
all  costs,  hoping  to  postpone  the 
hour  when  death  will  have  the 
final  word. 

Jesus,  though,  reversed  that 
order.  His  mission  and  ministry 
became  a  matter  of  death  and 
life.  He  declared  values  greater 
than  physical  life,  and  He  pur- 
posefully surrendered  His  life 
day  by  day  in  service  and  final- 
ly in  His  crucifixion,  in  advanc- 
ing those  greater  values,  which 
all  added  up  to  eternal  glory 
with  the  Father. 

So  death  is  not  the  final  word, 
life  is.  Death  becomes  the 
gateway  through  which  life  is 
attained.  It  was  so  with  Jesus, 
who  emptied  Himself  of  glory 
and  became  obedient  even  to 
death;  whereupon  God  exalted 
Him  to  immeasurable  glory 
(Philippians  2:5-11).  It  is  so 
with  the  followers  of  Jesus,  who 
share  in  the  death  of  Christ 
through  Christian  baptism,  so 
as  to  become  alive  to  God, 
walking  in  newness  of  life 
(Romans  6:1-11).  It  continues 
to  be  so  with  one  who  denies 
himself  while  serving  others  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  and  so 
grows  in  His  likeness. 

Through  months  of 
preaching,  teaching,  and  heal- 
ing in  Galilee,  Jesus  had 
demonstrated  His  divine 
nature.  He  had  controlled  wind 
and  waves,  cast  out  demons, 
and  created  food  for  thousands 
from  a  few  small  loaves  and 
fish.  He  was  the  talk  of  the 
towns. 


Not  all  of  the  talk  was 
favorable.  That  of  the 
discredited  Pharisees  was  bit- 
terly hostile.  That  of  the  na- 
tionalistic zealots  was  tinged 
with  disappointment.  Looking 
for  a  Messiah  to  reinstate  the 
military  and  political  kingdom 
of  David,  they  had  been  excited 
by  the  demonstrations  of  Jesus' 
power,  but  disillusioned  at  His 
teaching  and  the  direction  of 
His  ministry.  But  the  common 
people  still  heard  Him  gladly.  It 
was  time  for  Jesus  to  nail  down 
the  elements  of  public  opinion 
and  to  establish  His  disciples' 
faith  in  relation  to  Him. 

On  the  face  of  it,  what  Jesus 
proposed  was  ridiculous.  His 
program  for  His  own  ministry 
was  unacceptable  even  to  His 
closest  followers,  and  the 
demands  He  made  on  prospec- 
tive disciples  seemed  even 
worse.  Who  would  give  serious 
consideration  to  such  outland- 
ish ideas?  From  an  ordinary 
rabbi  such  expressions  would 
mean  only  that  he  was 
demented.  From  an  established 
prophet  they  might  seem  mild- 
ly interesting.  Only  from  God's 
Messiah  would  they  gain 
credibility,  and  even  then  with 
slow  reluctance. 

So,  before  Jesus  could  set 
forth  His  plan  for  Himself  and 
His  followers,  He  must 
establish  some  ground  for  ac- 
ceptance. His  hearers  must  be 
firmly  convinced  that  He  was 
indeed  God's  anointed  Lord  and 
Saviour. 

For  additional  ground  of  ac- 
ceptance Jesus  could  point  to 
what  He  had  done  already. 
What  He  proposed  was  not  real- 
ly new.  It  simply  described  the 
way  He  had  been  serving.  He 
had  never  sought  nor  claimed 
any  advantage  for  himself.  In- 
stead He  had  always  acted 
from  compassionate  awareness 
of  those  about  Him,  seeking 
their  good  at  any  cost  to 
himself.  When  their  leaders 
scoffed  that  He  was  in  league 
with  devils,   and  when  they 


dogged  His  footsteps  with  car| 
ing  criticism,  He  continued  ,1 
serve.  When  the  thoughtieu 
throngs  pressed  upon  Him,  % 
He  had  no  time  nor  privacy  fi 
rest,  He  kept  on  teachin| 
feeding,  healing.  He  was  layirl 
down  His  life,  day  by  day  ari 
claim  by  claim,  for  those  E 
came  to  save. 

Jesus  knew  God's  will  ar 
God's  approval  as  somethir 
worth  dying  for.  Hence  He  he 
something  worth  living  for.  Ar 
live  He  did!  And  live  He  doe! 
His  years  on  earth  were  fe\ 
and  according  to  mari 
measurements  He  was  di 
prived;  but  within  thos 
measurements  He  compresse 
an  abundance  of  living  beyor 
imagination.  It  was  an  abui| 
dance  He  would  share  wit 
whosoever  will,  for  time  ari 
eternity.  He  is  worth  dying  fo 
and  that  discovery  is  th 
gateway  to  life. — Standar 
Lesson  Commentary 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

know  the  Lord— she  could  see  these  individuals  "burning 
alive."  Whenever  she  tried  to  get  help  for  them  from  her 
"Christian"  friends,  they  were  too  involved  with  their 
"games"  to  care. 

When  are  we  going  to  stop  playing  and  get  about  the  task 
of  winning  souls? 

I  want  my  church  to  grow.  And  I'm  doing  something  about 
it.  Are  you? 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

Praise  the  Lord  in  Music 
At  Elm  Grove  Church 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

Honor  of  Sunie  Hansley 

By  Folkstone  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Sneads  Ferry 
Memory  of  Oscar  Webster 

By  Nellie  Webster,  Thomas  Webster  and  Alice  Web- 
ster, Pinetown 
Memory  of  Henry  Watson 

By  Julius  and  Grace  Corbett,  Kenly 
Memory  of  Victoria  Watson 

By  Julius  and  Grace  Corbett,  Kenly 
Honor  of  the  Rev.  Lester  Duncan 

By  Free  Union  Church  Layman's  League,  Spring 

Hope 

Memory  of  Rosa  Proctor 

By  Saratoga  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Wilson 
i  Honor  of  Mrs.  Hattie  Bright 

By  White  Oak  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Bladenboro 
i  Memory  of  Dave  Fillingame 
»    By  Mrs.  Julia  Fillingame,  Vanceboro 
k  Honor  of  Hopewell  Church  College  Hall  Supper  Club 

By  the  Families  of  Hopewell  Supper  Club,  Four  Oaks 
hristian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill 
ji  Honor  of  Alyne  Elmore 

By  the  Alyne  Elmore  Circle  in  Lee's  Chapel  Church, 

Dunn 

dwards  Chapel  Church,  Beaufort 

dwards  Chapel  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Beaufort 

/alnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange 

ti  Honor  of  Beatrice  Andrews 

I    By  Theresa  Louze,  Debbie  Muraglia,  Missy  Long, 

Sandy  Long,  Michelle  Louze,  Tammy  and  Jay 

Lyczkowski,  New  Bern 
n  Honor  of  Mrs.  Julia  Smith 

By  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville 

Totals 


Bleachers:  March  6-12 


onors 

ohn  Patterson  Furniture  Co.,  Mount  Olive 

l  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Taylor 

By  Miss  Leah  McGlohon,  Winterville 
p  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Don  Ribeiro 

By  Miss  Leah  McGlohon,  Winterville 
/interville  Sunday  School,  Winterville 
a  Memory  of  Roy  and  Ruie  Mayo 

By  their  Children:  Dennis  Mayo,  Helen  Harrell,  Cecil 

Mayo,  Goldie  Beach  and  Jack  Mayo 

Total 


1 
36* 


Number  of 
Bleacher 

Seats 
1 
1 

% 

1 
1 


4^ 


50 
50 

50 
50 
50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 
50 


50 
50 
150 
50 


50 


$1,800 


Amount 

$100 
100 

50 

100 
100 


$450 


Wayne  Hargrove  and  Kenny  Barnes 

Wayne  and  Kenny  will  be 
praising  the  Lord  in  music,  at 
Elm  Grove  Church,  just  south 
of  Ay  den,  Sunday,  March  25, 
1984,  at  7:30  p.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  come  and  worship 
with  them  and  let  the  Lord 
bless  their  hearts  as  He  uses 
these  young  men  in  His  service. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

help  meet  the  nutritional  needs 
of  the  children  we  serve.  The 
donation  will  assist  in  keeping 
food  expenditures  down,  as  we 
continue  to  experience  rising 
food  costs.  We  know  that  you 
join  with  us  in  thanking  the 
Campbell  Soup  Company. 

U-Haul  Company  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  donated  the  use 
of  a  20-foot  Ford  truck  to  go  to 
Maxton,  North  Carolina,  to 
transport  the  soup  and  made  all 
necessary  arrangements 
through  a  Wilson,  North 
Carolina,  distributor.  We  are 
thankful  for  their  contribution 
and  assistance. 

Thank  you,  Campbell  Soup 
and  U-Haul  for  your  support  in 
our  child  care  ministry. 


Now  is  a  good  time  to  renew 
your  subscription  to  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 
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JOIN  THE  CROWD- 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE! 

You  should  attend  the  1984  Evangelism 
Conference,  April  12  and  13,  at 
Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims, 

North 
Carolina. 


rep 
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Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions 
and 

Church  Extension 

Box  38 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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materials  to 
participants. 
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Vacation  Bible  School  is 
many  things.  It  is  a 
ministry.  It  is  boys  and 
girls  singing  and  having 
fun;  it  is  teachers  telling 
Bible  stories  and  advisin 
students.  It  begins  with 
churches  planning  and 
working  to  get  ready.  Am 
it  is  all  worth  it  when 
young  people  (and  adulU 
come  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  Lord  and 
Saviour. 

The  theme  of  the  1984 
materials  is  All  Things 
Through  Him.  Based  on 
the  life  of  the  Apostle 
Paul,  this  curriculum  of- 
fers biblical  teaching 
balanced  with  activities 
that  serve  to  reinforce 
truths  taught.  An  added 
plus  this  year  is  our  mis- 
sions study. 


Learn  more  about  this  curriculum:  attend  the  showing  nearest  you! 


April  2        Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
3        Smithfield  Bible  and  Bookstore,  Smithfield 
5        Foundation  Bible  and  Bookstore,  Whiteville  Mini-Mall, 
Whiteville 


7:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 
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Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
( USPS  209-440 1 . 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year,  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents ) ; 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield,  and 
Whiteville,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kins  ton,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m.. 
Monday — Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Self- Examination 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  recently  in  relation  tc 
missions.  That's  all  well  and  good— but  let's  get  down  to  the 
heart  of  the  matter.  Just  how  mission-minded  is  your  family? 
Let's  see  .  .  . 

Take  a  few  minutes  and  answer  the  following  questions 
(truthfully,  of  course!).  Afterwards,  figure  your  score.  A 
careful  and  prayerful  review  of  this  may  explain  part  of  our 
problem. 

1.  Our  family  has  personal  friends  who  are  missionaries. 
 Yes   No 

2.  Our  family  prays  for  one  or  more  missionary  families  regularly. 
 Yes   No 

3.  Our  family  has  missionaries  stay  in  our  home  at  least  once  a  year. 
 Yes   No 

4.  Our  family  discusses  world  development  with  reference  to  missions. 
 Yes   No 

5.  Our  family  participates  in  our  church's  missionary  conferences. 
 Yes   No 

6.  Our  family  gets  at  least  one  missionary  publication  a  month. 
 Yes   No 

7.  Our  family  uses  missionary  prayer  cards  from  time  to  time  in  some  way 
in  the  family. 

 Yes   No 

8.  Our  family  makes  a  sacrificial  gift  at  least  once  a  year  for  a  missionary 
cause. 

 Yes   No 

9.  Our  family  discusses  Bible  passages  with  mission  implications  from  time 
to  time. 

 Yes   No 

10.  Our  children  could  express  the  idea  that  the  mission  of  the  missionary  is 
the  same  as  the  milkman,  business  executive  or  school  teacher. 

 Yes   No 

11.  As  parents  we  discuss  missions  with  each  other. 
 Yes   ___  No 

12.  Our  family  talks  about  and  accepts  missionaries  as  real  people. 
 Yes   No 

13.  We  read  and  encourage  our  children  to  read  at  least  one  missionary 
biography  a  year. 

 Yes   No 

14.  We  have  spent  a  family  vacation  assisting  missionaries  in  another  culture. 
 Yes   _____  No 

15.  We  have  nationals  of  other  cultures  (Christian  and/or  non-Christian)  in 
our  home  from  time  to  time. 

 Yes   No 

To  score— point  values  for  each  "yes"  answer  are  indicated  below.  For 
each  "yes"  you  have  checked,  add  up  the  corresponding  points.  Question 
numbers  are  followed  by  point  values:  1—10;  2—9;  3—12;  4—8;  5—5;  6—5; 
7_7;  8-7;  9-8;  10-6;  il— 11;  12-5;  13-7;  14-7;  15-9. 

A  score  of  70  or  more  means  mission-minded  children  are  coming  along. 

A  score  of  50-70  means  above  average  family  involvement  in  missions. 

A  score  40-50  is  average  (but  average  does  not  mean  good! ). 

A  score  of  40  means  definite  improvement  is  needed  to  produce  a  mission- 
minded  generation! 

(Examination  adapted  from  Berean  Mission  exam.) 
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"Stretched  to  Serve" 

(The  Ministry 
of  the  Sunday  School) 

by  Marvin  R.  Waters,  Pastor 
St.  Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

]  Saturday,  March  31,  the  State  Sunday 
[hool  Convention  will  be  sponsoring 
brkshops  for  Sunday  school  teachers  and  of- 
fers. This  year  the  workshops  will  be  held  at 
Ollege  Hall  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lie. The  Convention's  workshops  will  begin  at 
l3..m.  As  a  pastor  I  can  only  encourage  the 
jachers  in  our  church's  Sunday  school  to  at- 
Ind.  In  the  end  it  will  be  a  matter  of  personal 
i  sponsibility  on  the  part  of  our  teachers.  I  am 
i  re  there  will  be  those  who  will  excuse 
lemselves  from  attending  by  such  reasons  as, 

■  went  one  year  to  the  workshops  and  they  did 
;>t  help  me  a  bit."  To  that  I  can  only  respond 
1at  the  accomplished  musician  never  learned 

Is  instrument  in  one  easy  lesson.  It  took  time. 

£  took  hours  of  effort.  It  took  from  his  or  her 
ne  for  other  things.  A  lady  watching  a  noted 
i-tist  draw  perfect  freehand  circles  asked  him 

f:)w  she  could  learn  to  do  it.  He  replied,  "You 

ust  practice  eight  hours  a  day  for  forty  years 
id  then  it  is  just  as  easy  as  this."  He  then 
w  a  circle  as  perfect  as  though  made  with  a 
>mpass.  One  bad  workshop  attended  does  not 
ee  me  from  my  obligation  to  learn  to  be  a 
\  jtter  teacher.  Even  a  teacher  with  years  of 
cperience  can  learn  how  to  become  a  better 
sacher. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  pastor  in 
lurch  situations  that  have  what  I  have 
erceived  to  be  tremendous  teaching 
linistries.  In  each  of  the  two  full-time 
<  astorates  I  have  served,  I  have  felt  satisfied 
lat  we  had  among  the  best  in  terms  of  the 
uality  of  teaching.  But  as  I  look  closely  at  the 
latter  of  teaching  I  realize  that  the  fundamen- 
,  il  factor  in  teaching  is  the  teacher  as  a  per- 
pn.  C.  B.  Eavey  has  said  that  "teaching  is  far 
lore  than  giving  instruction  or  causing 
;  nother  to  know.  Teaching  is  the  communica- 
ji  on  of  life.  The  teacher  teaches  what  he/she 
h."  I  find  that  the  best  teachers  in  the  Sunday 
chool  program  are  those  who  are  well-rounded 
i\  character,  in  body,  in  mind,  and  are  striving 
a  grow  spiritually.  The  most  single  purpose  for 
saching  a  Sunday  school  class  should  be  to  of- 

■  sr  the  pupils  in  that  class  a  living  Christ, 
teyond  that  there  is  the  purpose  of  building 
tiem  up  in  faith,  and  bringing  them  to  a 
ealization  that  they  are  responsible  beings. 
Tiese  pupils  that  we  teach  are  responsible  to 
jthers  as  well  as  to  God.  Being  a  Free  Will 
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Baptist  does  not  mean  we  are  excused  for  ir- 
responsibility. Sad  to  say,  it  seems  that  many 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  "Free  Will" 
means  we  can  do  as  we  please.  (Perhaps  this  is 
an  indictment  against  us  for  refusing  to  require 
a  good  amount  of  educational  preparation  prior 
to  the  ordination  of  our  ministers! )  After  all, 
the  laity  of  our  church  cannot  be  expected  to 
rise  too  far  above  the  spiritual  leadership  of 
our  churches  in  terms  of  spiritual  depth  and 
understanding.  It  is  still  true  that  everything 
rises  or  falls  on  leadership. 

The  Sunday  school  teacher  who  will 
prepare  is  needed  as  never  before  in  our 
churches.  Training  the  mind  is  as  much  a 
spiritual  discipline  as  is  the  discipline  of 
prayer!  To  think  that  God  is  not  interested  in 
what  I  feed  my  mind  and  is  only  concerned 
with  my  "heart"  (or  emotions)  is  a  mistake 
that  will  yield  grave  consequences.  Though 
much  is  often  said  about  the  "calling"  of  the 
minister,  let  us  remember  that  ALL  Christians 
have  a  calling.  And  if  we  are  to  live  up  to  God's 
calling  for  our  lives  we  must  be  willing  to  pay 
the  price  in  self -discipline  to  grow  ourselves. 

Sunday  school  teacher,  the  call  to  teach  is 
a  call  to  prepare.  Leaders  in  business  are 
selected  from  those  who  have  equipped 
themselves  with  thorough  educational  prepara- 
tion. Leaders  in  industry  are  those  who  have 
been  thoroughly  equipped  educationally.  We 
seriously  hamper  the  work  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  when 
we  fail  to  secure  the  best  educational  prepara- 
tion available. 

The  Bible  is  filled  with  examples  of 
preparation  for  effective  service.  Before  Paul 
began  his  great  missionary  ministry  he  spent 
some  years  in  diligent  study  and  preparation. 
When  Jesus  called  His  own  disciples  he  often 
took  them  away  for  periods  of  training  before 
commissioning  them  to  do  His  work.  We  do  not 
negate  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  when  we  em- 
phasize the  importance  of  training  the  mind! 
Rather,  we  assist  the  Holy  Spirit  as  we 
cooperate  in  the  giving  of  our  minds  to  His 
work. 

When  God  calls  us  to  a  task,  it  is  foolish  to 
take  an  educational  shortcut.  Those  who  render 
the  best  service  are  those  who  want  to  learn. 
They  want  to  learn  new  ways  in  which  to  ex- 
press themselves  and  the  God-given  ideas  that 
they  have  been  equipped  with.  I  particularly 
liked  a  statement  made  by  Dr.  Burkette  Raper 
in  his  message  to  the  1983  session  of  the  State 
Convention.  In  speaking  of  the  difference  be- 
tween "indoctrination"  and  "Christian  educa- 
tion" he  said: 

"Indoctrination  is  a  way  of  enslaving  the 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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News  81  Notes 

FESTIVAL  OF  GOSPEL  MUSIC 


The  Down  East  Boys 

A  Festival  of  Gospel  Music  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  5, 
1984,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.,  at  Eagles  Nest,  Mount  Olive.  The 
theme  of  the  festival  will  be  "Walking  and  Talking  With  Jesus." 
This  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Layman's  League  Convention. 

The  program  of  music  will  include:  The  Down  East  Boys,  Pot- 
ter's Hill;  The  Watchmen,  Goldsboro;  The  Sentinels,  Durham; 
Danny  and  the  Singing  Ambassadors,  New  Bern;  New  Life  Singers, 
Wilson;  The  New  Creations,  Mount  Olive  College;  Quinten  Mills 
and  Deliverance.  Hollister;  and  The  Hall  Sisters,  Fremont. 

DANNY  AND  THE  AMBASSADORS 
TO  BE  AT  NEW  BERN  STORE 


Danny  and  the  Ambassadors 

Danny  and  the  Ambassadors  will  be  in  the  New  Bern  Bible  and 
Bookstore,  New  Bern,  in  celebration  of  the  store's  14th  anniversary 
on  April  14,  1984.  They  will  sing  and  sell  albums  from  11  a.m.  to 
2  p.m. 

Bibles,  books,  and  music  will  be  at  a  10  percent  discount 
(hymnbooks  will  not  be  included).  There  will  be  an  odds  and  ends 
table  at  give-away  prices.  Everyone  is  invited  to  come  and  hear 
Danny  and  the  Ambassadors  as  well  as  shop. 
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REVIVAL  TIME 
April  2-6 

PINEY    GROVE  CHURC;, 
Beaufort  County  ) 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Cri; 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Walter  Pollaj 
pastor 

ROCK    SPRINGS    CHURC , 
Bailey 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.   Lloyd  Harg, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Billy  R.  Nowe, 
pastor 


ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH,  ne: 
Kenly 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
(Prayer  room  opens,  7: J 
p.m.) 

The  Rev.  Robert  Ma, 
evangelist 

April  9-13 

WINTERVILLE  CHURC 
Winterville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.  David 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ed  Taylor,  pas  i 


Hini 


Cape  Fear 
Women  to  Meet 

The  Cape  Fear  Womai*! 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  « 
held  at  Hopewell  Church,  nei 
Smithfield,  on  April  11.  T« 
theme  of  the  convention  will  |i 
"Complete  Surrender."  Ti 
Scripture  will  be  taken  fn: 
Luke  9:23.  The  scheduled  pj 
gram  is  as  follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
9 : 30— Registration 
10:00— Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 

—Devotion,  Betty  Strickland 
10:20— Welcome,  Louise  Crumpler  | 

—Response,  Thelma  Jackson 
10:25— Greetings,  President,  Gn.< 
Barbour 
—Business  Session 
ll:00-Hymn,  "I  Am  Thine  O  Lord" 
—Children's  Home  Report 
—Foreign  Missions  Report 
—Worship  Offering 
—Special  Music,  Host  Church 
—Convention  Message,  the  R 
Danny  Braswell 
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I  ,j  —Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
00— Hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey" 
H  ,    —Memorial   Service,  Frances 
!  Phillips 
(1 30— Reports 

—Mount  Olive  College 
^     —Home  Missions 

—Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

—  Cragmont 

— Superannuation 
—Youth  Report 
:  00— Business  Session 
«'  I    —Hymn,  "Take  My  Life  and  Let 
It  Be" 
—Adjournment 
'  —Benediction 

Jbemarle  Women  to  Meet 

The  Albemarle  District 
bman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
•ill  be  held  at  Shiloh  Church, 
inetown,  on  Thursday,  April 
,  1984.  The  Scripture  will  be 

.  jken  from  Psalm  37:4,  The 
pheduled   program   is  as 

I  jllows: 

MORNING  SESSION 
:  45— Registration 
i:  00— Hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey" 

—Devotion,  Mrs.  Connie  Liverman 
f  |:15— Welcome,   Mrs.   Margaret  W. 
Sheppard 
—Response,  Mrs.  Valerie  Myers 

—  President's   Greetings,  Miss 
Becky  Jo  Sumner 

—Recognition  of  Ministers  and 
i  I  Visitors 

—Appointment  of  Committees 
i:30— Reading  of  Minutes 
—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
;.  j):45— Mission    News,    Home  and 
Foreign 
—Offering  for  Missions 
—Hymn,  "Break  Thou  the  Bread 
of  Life" 
1:00— Children's  Home  Report 
f  |     —Retirement  Homes  Report 
—Offering  for  Children's  Home 
1: 20— Special  Music,  Host  Auxiliary 
1:30— Message,  Mrs.  Sandra  Jones 
2:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Hymn,  "Have  Thine  Own  Way 
Lord" 

1:05— Devotion,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Moore 
1:15— Mount  Olive  College  News 
1:30— Cragmont  News 
'l:  45— News  from  the  Press 
2:00— Youth  Report,  Mrs.  Libby  Tay- 
lor 

—Committee  Reports 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—Announcement  of  Next  Conven- 
tion 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
—Reflections 

—Benediction  and  Adjournment 
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Governor  Hunt  to  Be  at 
Black  Jack  Church 

Governor  Jim  Hunt  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  at  services  at 
the  Black  Jack  Church,  Route 
3,  Greenville,  on  Wednesday 
night,  March  28,  at  8  p.m. 

Dedication  at 
Winterville  Church 

There  will  be  a  dedication  of 
the  fellowship  hall  and  Sunday 
school  rooms  at  Winterville 
Church,  on  Sunday,  April  8.  The 
time  of  the  dedication  will  be 
2:30  p.m.  Everyone  is  invited . 

Albemarle  District 
Youth  to  Meet 

The  Albemarle  District 
Youth  Convention  will  meet 
April  2,  1984,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at 
Plymouth,  First  Church. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 


ATTENTION  WESTERN 
DISTRICT  WOMEN 

Our  Convention  will  meet  on 
Saturday,  April  14,  at  Mount 
Zion  Church,  Nash  County.  Let 
me  remind  you  that  we  will  be 
voting  on  whether  to  keep  our 
Convention  meeting  day  on 
Saturday  or  to  return  to 
Wednesdays.  Please  be  present 
to  cast  your  vote.  I  am  looking 
forward  to  seeing  you  there. 

Donna  Holland,  President 


NOTICE 

The  Central  Conference  Or- 
daining Council  will  meet  on 
Monday,  April  9,  at  10  a.m.,  at 
First  Church,  Greenville. 
Anyone  having  business  with 
the  council,  please  call  the  Rev. 
Ray  Williamson,  at  758-4356. 

Ray  Williamson,  Secretary 


SEMI-ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Society  held  its  semi-annual 
meeting  in  the  Moye  Library  at  Mount  Olive  College  in  February. 

The  Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzales,  president  of  the  Society,  pre- 
sided over  the  meeting.  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  read  a  paper  on  the 
history  of  Ayden  Seminary  and  Eureka  College,  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
educational  institution  which  was  established  in  1898  and  closed  in 
1929. 

The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood  is  vice  president  of  the  Society.  He 
also  serves  as  program  chairman.  Gary  Barefoot  is  secretary  and 
Pam  Wood  is  treasurer  of  the  organization.  The  Society  will  hold  its 
next  meeting  in  November  on  the  college  campus. 


Pictured  are  members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Society  who  attended 
a  meeting  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Seated  (left  to  right)  Claude  Moore,  retired 
Mount  Olive  College  history  professor;  the  Rev.  James  Evans,  pastor,  Memorial 
Church;  and  Miss  Leah  McGlohon,  librarian,  East  Carolina  University.  Standing 
(left  to  right)  Pamela  R.  Wood,  assistant  librarian,  Mount  Olive  College;  the  Rev. 
Ronnie  Hobgood,  pastor,  La  Grange,  First  Church;  Frank  Harrison,  chaplain, 
Mount  Olive  College;  Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  religion  professor,  Mount  Olive  College;  and 
the  Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzales,  pastor,  Rain's  Cross  Roads  Church. 
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Foreign  Missions 


BECAUSE  OF  YOU 

Over  the  past  three  weeks,  you  have  met  only  a  few  of  those 
won  to  Christ  during  1983.  They  are  Christians  BECAUSE  OF  YOU, 
but  Jose  and  millions  like  him  are  still  dependent  on  YOU  to  hear 
the  gospel.  Let's  make  1984  the  year  that  we  reach  more  with  the 
gospel  than  ever  before.  Our  goal  must  always  be,  "Till  the  Whole 
World  Knows." 


I  challenge  you  beginn^if 
TODAY  to  make  prayer  ,| 
world  missions  a  priority,  cjj 
is  ready  to  do  great  thill 
among  and  through  our  chun 
Your  prayers  will  make  a  d 
ference. 


WIN  THE  LOST  AT  ANY  COST 

As  we  look  around  us  all  the  fields  are  white, 
Ripened  unto  harvest  and  so  swiftly  comes  the  night. 
Christians  must  get  busy,  there  is  work  to  do. 
Here's  an  urgent  task  awaiting  you. 

Souls  are  crying,  men  are  dying 
Won't  you  lead  them  to  the  Cross? 

Go  and  find  them  help  to  win  them.  Win  the  lost  at  any  cost. 

Go  out  and  win,  rescue  from  sin,  day's  almost  done, 
Low  sinks  the  sun.  Souls  are  crying,  men  are  dying, 
Win  the  lost  at  any  cost. 


WORLD  MISSIONS 
AND  PRAYER 

Prayer  is  the  one  way 
available  to  all  Christians  to  be 
involved  in  world  missions. 
Through  prayer  we  can  love  the 
unreached  people  of  the  earth. 
Prayer  is  available  twenty-four 
hours  a  day.  We  can  be  in- 
volved in  world  missions 
without  a  moment's  delay.  Our 
lives  can  count  right  now  for 
world  missions. 

"Don't  ever  underestimate 
the  mission  of  prayer.  Prayer  is 
action! "  Prayer  is  the  one  mis- 
sion upon  which  all  the  others 
depend  for  fulfillment.  "The 
greatest  impact  any  of  us  can 


have  on  the  world  missionary 
movement  is  to  saturate  it  with 
prayer  and  lead  others  to  pray 
with  us." 

Harold  Lindsell  in  When  You 
Pray  (Baker  Book  House,  1975) 
confirms  this  view  of  prayer's 
limitless  power  in  missions : 

Distance  is  no  bar,  space  no  bar- 
rier, to  reaching  the  remotest 
place  on  earth.  Nor  is  the  power 
of  prayer  diminished  by  the 
distance  between  the  person  who 
prays  and  the  person  prayed  for. 
Men  and  nations  can  and  do  have 
their  destinies.  Decided  by  God's 
praying  people  who,  through  in- 
tercessory prayer,  wield  power 
greater  than  the  armed  might  of 
the  nations  of  earth  (pp.  52,  53). 


RALLY,  A  SUCCESS 

The  World  Missions  C< 
ference  and  Rally  were  a  gr< 
blessing  to  everyone  who  pi 
tended.  There  were  170  +  wj 
attended  the  daytime  sessica 
and  between  700  to  800  who  . 
tended  the  Rally  in  Collea 
Hall.  Dr.  William  Benml 
challenged  us  throughout  fa 
day  to  make  reaching  the  1(1 
our  primary  goal. 

I  have  heard  many  favorata 
comments  from  those  who  ■ 
tended.  I  believe  we  are  goia 
to  see  much  fruit  from  this  (in- 
ference in  the  months  ahead 

The  van  der  Plas  Family  ws 
commissioned  for  service  to  ta 
Philippines  during  the  Ral  . 
It's  exciting  to  see  God  cJ 
forth  servants  to  go  share  Fs 
message  around  the  wori 
They  left  for  the  Philippines  p 
March  16  and  arrived  on  Mai]i 
19.  Pray  for  their  adjustmel 
and  ministry  there. 

The  offering  during  the  Ray 
was  $5,561.21.  This  covered  te 
expenses  of  the  Rally  ajj 
helped  pay  for  the  van  der  PljS 
Family's  trip  to  the  Phil- 
pines.  Thank  you  for  a  great  • 
fering. 

Each  session  of  the  C( 
ference  was  taped.  If  you  wea 
unable  to  attend,  you  shot] 
order  the  tapes.  The  cost  i 
$3.50  each  or  $10.50  for  all  thr^ 
These  tapes  will  make  a  d 
ference  in  your  Christian  1] 
and  witness. 

Order  from   the  Board 
Foreign  Missions,  P.O.  Box  3 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 

Harold  Joi 


,1 


March  is 
Foreign  Missions 
Month. 
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Rodgers  Cottage 

On  February  24,  the  Children's  Home  took  another  "giant  step" 
faith.  Rodgers  Cottage  was  re-opened.  Referrals  for  new 
jhildren  have  been  coming  in  at  a  surprisingly  high  rate.  Rodgers 
ottage  already  has  six  children  in  care,  with  additions  pending  by 
le  end  of  March.  Below  is  a  listing  of  children  in  care  at  all  of  the 
jottages.  Perhaps  this  will  more  clearly  reflect  our  growth  rate. 


State  Cottage 

Central  Cottage 

Rodgers  Cottage 

Parker  House 

(Independent  Living) 

On  Campus  Higher  Educa- 
tion 

TOTAL 


NUMBER  IN  CARE 

11 
6 
6 
4 


1 
28 


VACANCIES  AVAILABLE 
1 
6 


0 
13 


If  the  current  growth  rate  continues,  full  capacity  may  be 
lossible  within  six  months.  Things  are  happening  at  the  Children's 
lome !  The  ministry  of  caring  for  children  is  still  a  vital  part  of  our 
!enominational  work. 

More  information  about  the  details  of  Rodgers  Cottage  opening 
iail  be  coming  out  in  the  "Children's  Home  Life"  publication  in 
ipril.  In  that  publication,  you  will  be  introduced  to  the  new 
louseparents,  some  of  the  new  children,  and  you  will  be  given  an 
'inside  view"  of  the  preparations  for  Rodgers'  opening  back  in 
February. 


DEVELOPMENTAL, 
PLANNING 

!  On  March  8,  Mr.  Parker 
McLendon,  with  North  Carolina 
I!hild  Care  Association,  led  a 
'vorkshop  at  the  Children's 
Home  that  dealt  with  an  aspect 
)f  our  ministry  called 
'Developmental  Planning." 
This  term  implies  much  more 
than  the  idea  of  being  society's 
'life-raft  for  unfortunate 
children."  It  has  two  aspects,  of 
'which  one  cannot  successfully 
exist  without  the  other;  those 
aspects  are,  "Developmental" 
land  "Planning." 
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All  of  us  know  what  is  in- 
volved in  "planning."  It  must 
include  such  things  as  clear 
definitions  of  the  task,  an 
assessment  of  the  available 
resources  to  achieve  that  task, 
alternatives  of  possible  ways  to 
achieve  the  task,  plans  to  im- 
plement those  alternatives,  and 
clearly  defined  methods  of 
evaluating  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  task.  But  the  idea 
of  planning  is  not  the 
"clincher."  It  is  the  concept  of 
"Developmental"  that  is  the 
key  to  successful  child  care 
practice. 


■Children's  Home 

Every  child  that  enters  the 
Children's  Home  comes  with  an 
entirely  unique  set  of  cir- 
cumstances. Consequently,  we 
must  begin  with  each  child 
where  HE  is,  not  where  we  are! 
Discernment  of  a  child's  per- 
sonal world  is  not  an  easy  task. 
It  takes  skill,  empathy,  clear 
and  accurate  information,  and 
much  long-suffering;  many 
times,  to  even  begin  to  find  the 
child's  real  needs.  Once  those 
needs  are  discerned,  the  child 
is  dealt  with  on  a  day-to-day 
basis.  As  he  progresses  through 
his  plan  of  care,  adjustments 
are  made  to  adapt  to  whatever 
needs  may  arise  in  his  personal 
and  group  experiences.  Thus, 
planning  is  a  daily  process  that 
evolves  as  the  child  develops.  It 
is  much  more  easily  placed  on 
paper  than  it  is  actually  done! 
But  this  is  REALITY  at  the 
Children's  Home.  Pray  for  us. 

CONGRATULATIONS  ON 
YOUR  ACHIEVEMENTS 

On  February  20,  seven  of  our 
residents  enjoyed  dinner  at  the 
Pizza  Inn  in  Wilson.  Willie, 
Jonathan,  Loretta,  Ericka,  An- 
na, and  Ann  enjoyed  a  delicious 
meal  of  pizza,  spaghetti,  salad, 
and  tea.  These  children  were 
rewarded  this  outing  due  to 
their  receiving  good  grades 
during  the  second  grading 
period.  We  are  very  proud  of 
these  children  for  their  hard 
work  and  accomplishments. 

A  special  congratulations  is 
extended  to  Ann,  a  seventh 
grader  at  Southern  Nash  Junior 
High  School,  who  was  awarded 
a  certificate  for  being  on  the  B 
Honor  Roll.  Congratulations, 
Ann,  for  a  job  well  done.  We're 
proud  of  you! 

SLEEPING  WELL 

Thanks  to  you,  our  children 
are  "sleeping  well."  In 
January,  we  issued  a  request 
for  donations  of  pillows  for  our 
children.  Your  response  was 
overwhelming!  We  received 
enough  funds  to  completely 
refurnish  every  child's  bed  on 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Mount  Olive  College 

Endowment  of  the  Week 

MAMIE  M.  AND 
ARTHUR  KENNEDY 
FAMILY  ENDOWMENT 


Arthur  Kennedy 
June  5,  1917— March  13,  198k 

In  1967,  Arthur  Kennedy  of 
Beulaville,  North  Carolina, 
named  Mount  Olive  College  the 
owner  and  beneficiary  of  a  life 
insurance  policy.  In  1976,  he 
and  Mrs.  Kennedy  invested  in 
the  Pooled  Income  Fund  of  the 
College;  in  1977,  they  estab- 
lished a  Charitable  Remainder 
Unitrust  Agreement  with 
Mount  Olive,  and  upon  Mr. 
Kennedy's  death  on  March  15, 
his  family  invited  friends  to 
make  memorial  gifts  to  the  Col- 
lege. 

Income  from  all  of  these 
sources  will  be  used  to  fund  the 
"Mamie  M.  and  Arthur  Ken- 
nedy Family  Endowment." 
The  principal  of  the  Endow- 
ment will  be  invested  and  the 
income  will  be  used  to  "provide 
perpetual  support  for  the  work 
of  Mount  Olive  College  as  an  in- 
stitution of  Christian  higher 
education  sponsored  by  the 
North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists." 

Kennedy  was  a  long-time 
member  of  Sandy  Plain  Church 
in  Duplin  County  where  he 
served  as  a  deacon  for  thirty- 
six  years.  An  ardent  supporter 
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of  Mount  Olive  College,  he 
served  on  the  College  Board  of 
Trustees  for  sixteen  years 
(1966-1982).  He  was  a  retired 
farmer  and  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Coastal  Produc- 
tion Credit  Association  for 
more  than  thirty-five  years. 

In  addition  to  his  wife, 
Kennedy  is  survived  by 
four  children:  Mrs.  Tommy 
(Frances)  Fitzgerald  Bostic  Sr. 
of  Beulaville,  Hayes  Dean  Ken- 
nedy of  Pink  Hill,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
(Faye)  Willard  Jr.  of  Raleigh, 
and  Arthur  Frederic  Kennedy 
of  Marietta,  Georgia.  Three  of 
the  Kennedy  children,  Frances, 


Dean  and  Arthur  Frederic, 
daughter-in-law  (Mrs.  Dee 
Kennedy,  the  former  Tre\f 
Jeanes)  and  a  granddaught* 
(Melanie  K.  Seymour)  ail 
alumni  of  Mount  Olive. 

In  his  funeral  tribute,  Pres 
dent  W.  Burkette  Rape 
described  Kennedy  as  "on 
man  in  a  thousand,"  whose  lii 
was  characterized  by  justic 
and  mercy  toward  his  fe 
lowman  and  devout  faith  i 
God. 

"So  when  a  great  man  dies, 

For  years  beyond  our  kin, 

The  light  he  leaves  behind  him  lies 

Upon  the  paths  of  Men."— Longfellov 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 
Mount  Olive  College 

During  the  week  of  March  13-19,  seven  chairs  and  sev< 
bleacher  seats  were  contributed  to  the  College  Hall  seating  projec 
Gifts  to  date  have  totaled  898  chairs  and  318  bleacher  seats. 

The  goal  of  800  chairs  has  been  reached,  but  882  bleacher  sea 
remain  to  be  sponsored.  The  cost  of  sponsoring  a  bleacher  is  $H> 
which  may  be  given  at  one  time  or  in  installments  ($25  quarterly  < 
$10  monthly).  Gifts  may  be  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  persoi 
chosen  by  the  donor  and  a  name  plate  will  be  used  to  recognize  tl 
donor  and  the  person  honored  or  memorialized. 


Summary  of  College  Hall  Bleacher  Seats 
Through  March  19 

Contributed 
Needed      or  Pledged 


Balanl 


Bleacher  Seats  ($100  each) 


1,200 


Chairs:  March  13-19 


318 


Donors 

Peace  Church,  Pinetops 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tommie  Smith 

By  the  Children,  Richlands 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Carl  D.  Lyons 

By  East  Rockingham  Church,  East  Rockingham 
In  Honor  of  Deacon  John  L.  Idol 

By  East  Rockingham  Church,  East  Rockingham 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Lee  Worthington 

By  Mrs.  Graham  T.  Olive,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Nannie  Hardee  Worthington 

By  Mrs.  Graham  T.  Olive,  Winterville 

Total 


Number 

of  Chairs  Amou 


$1 


$3 


Bleachers:  March  13-19 

Wayne  County  Pamona  Grange,  Mount  Olive  1 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  First  Church,  Kinston  1 
In  Honor  of  L.  Marvin  Edwards  1 

By  Mrs.  Berta  L.  Edwards,  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Anthony  Joseph  Christiano  Sr.  (Tony)  1 

By  Calvary  Church,  Wilson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Rhodes,  Beulaville  1 
In  Memory  of  Mabel  O.  Bunch  1 

By  D.  W.  Bryant,  Stantonsburg 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  STUDENT  DAY 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Free  Will  Baptist  Student  Day  at  Mount 
►live  College  in  January  was  well  attended  by 
outh  groups  and  their  leaders.   Becky  Jo 
umner,  state  youth  chairman,  along  with  over 
25  young  people  and  their  sponsors  met  with  ad- 
j,  nissions  personnel,  toured  the  campus  and 
heered  the  Mount  Olive  College  Trojans  to  a  big 
e  jictory  over  Newport  News  Apprentice  School, 
I  Jewport  News,  Virginia. 

Churches  represented  included:  Rooty 
[r  branch,  Walnut  Creek,  Rose  of  Sharon,  Piney 
jJrove  (Beaufort  County),  St.  Mary's  (Craven 
bounty),  Lee's  Chapel  (Sampson  County),  Long 
jtidge,  Black  Jack,  Sandy  Plain,  Oak  Grove 
Bladen  County),  and  Hickory  Chapel 
Albemarle  Conference). 

One  of  the  very  young  visitors  was  Donna 
!  farrish  from  Walnut  Creek,  who  came  with  her 
i  urother,  Tony,  a  junior  at  North  Lenoir  High 
School.  Donna's  comment,  "It's  funner  than  I 
bought. "  Many  of  these  students  had  never 
visited  Mount  Olive  College  before,  and  they 
Jvere  very  excited  over  all  the  possibilities 
waiting  for  them  when  they  graduate  from  high 
school. 
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EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


Every  year,  the  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  Board  helps  many 
people— pastors,  laymen  and  young  people— by  providing  an  Evangelism  Conference 
to  better  equip  them  for  an  effective  evangelistic  thrust.  Again  this  year,  we've  pro- 
vided extra  leadership  to  help  you  and  your  church  in  your  witnessing  program. 

SO  JOIN  THE  CROWD— become  an  effective  witness  in  your  community! 

ATTEND:  The  Evangelism  Conference  on  April  12  and  13  at  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Rock  Ridge,  NC  (see  map  below). 

HEAR:  DR.  JIM  McCLUSKEY— Evangelism  Explosion  Seminar  Leader 
Subjects: 

1.  Biblical  Principles  of  Personal  Evangelism 

2.  Your  Church  as  an  Evangelistic  Base 

DR.  T.  M.  MOORE— Senior  Vice  President  Evangelism 
Explosion  III  International 

Subjects: 

1.  Evangelism,  a  Total  Ministry  Perspective 

2.  Evangelism  in  a  World-Wide  Perspective 

REV.  RAY  WILLIAMSON— Pastor,  Gum  Swamp  F.W.B.  Church 

Ray  is  a  dynamic  young  pastor  with  a  burning  zeal  to  see 
people  saved.  He  will  preach  on  Thursday  evening. 

GREAT  CHOIR:  A  combined  choir  of  Wilson  County  area  churches  will  sing  Thursday 
evening  under  the  direction  of  Mott  Batchelor. 


V 


Evangelism  Explosion  training  is  the 
most  effective  program  of  evangelism  in 
America  today.  Dr.  William  Bennett  uses 
this  program;  Dr.  James  Kennedy  uses 
this  program.  Many  other  success 
stories  are  being  written  with  this  pro- 
gram. 


\ 


ft 


MOTELS 

Holiday  Inn,  Wilson— 919-243-5111 
Heart  of  Wilson— 919-237-3124 
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See  next  week's  issue  for  more  details. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


ipr  April  1 

THE  WAY  OF 
THE  SERVANT 

Usson  Text:  Mark  10:32-45 
jemory  Verse:  Mark  10:45 

•  Why  should  the  Apostle  Peter 
ave  been  so  shocked  when 

Aesus   approached   him  with 
asin  and  towel  on  that  last 

flight  before   the  Crucifixion 

ilJohn  13:3-8)? 

Even  Jesus  had  never  done 
his  before.  The  apostles  had 
aten  with  Jesus  many  times, 
|nd  He  had  accepted  the  ser- 

l  ice  of  others  in  a  natural  way. 

l  ie  allowed  Martha  to  serve 
jlim  at  the  table  (Luke  10:40; 
John  12:2);  and  He  accepted 
he  ministrations  of  grateful 

i|7omen   (Luke   7:36-50;  John 

1)2:1-8).  There  had  been  other 

;  Passover  suppers  together,  but 
(his  was  the  first  time  Jesus 

liver  washed  the  disciples'  feet. 

I  The  occasion  of  His  last  sup- 
■  ier  with  His  disciples  called  for 

jWiat  Jesus  did.  Even  to  that 
|ate  hour  they  had  missed  the 
vhole  tenor  of  His  ministry.  He 
lad  come  to  serve.  He  served 
)y  teaching  and  preaching.  He 
served  by  casting  out  demons, 
lealing  the  sick,  and  even  rais- 
ng  the  dead.  The  greatest  ser- 
vice of  all  remained  to  be  ac- 
complished in  His  dying  for  the 

iins  of  men.  He  was  a  serving 
laviour.  With  the  basin  and  the 
owel  He  rendered  a  service 
greater  than  the  cleaning  of 
feet  with  water.  It  was  the 
Opening  of  minds  with  His 
beaching. 

II  The  conversations  recorded 
tn  today's  text  contributed  to, 
[but  did  not  wholly  accomplish, 
the  teaching  that  remained  to 
be  completed  some  time  later 
with  the  basin  and  towel. 

Jesus  was  nearing  the  conclu- 
sion of  His  public  ministry.  His 
work  in  Galilee  was  virtually 
completed,  and  He  was  making 
His  way  through  Perea,  the 
land  east  of  the  Jordan  River, 
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toward  the  closing  events  in 
and  around  Jerusalem. 

Today's  lesson  on  "The  Way 
of  the  Servant"  is  closely 
related  to  last  week's  study  of 
Jesus'  call  to  ministry.  In  both 
instances  the  lesson  opens  with 
a  prediction  of  the  Lord's  suf- 
fering, death,  and  Resurrec- 
tion. In  both  instances  some 
negative  response  came  from 
the  "inner  circle"  of  the 
apostles.  Last  week  it  was 
Peter  who  responded,  "Not 
You,  Lord,"  to  Jesus'  predic- 
tion of  His  death.  This  week 
James  and  John  imply,  "Not 
we,  Lord,"  to  the  concept  of 
self-forgetful  service.  In  both 
instances  Jesus  rebuked  and 
corrected  the  error  by 
reference  to  His  own  life  and 
ministry,  past,  present,  and 
future. 

Each  lesson,  however,  makes 
its  own  distinctive  emphasis. 
Last  week  it  was  commitment 
to  ministry  through  confession 
of  Christ  and  denial  of  self.  This 
week  it  is  the  manner  of 
ministry,  through  following 
Him  whose  dominant  purpose 
was  not  to  be  served,  but  to 
serve. 

James  and  John  expressed 
selfish  concern  about  their 
rewards  for  following  Jesus, 
and  this  not  long  after  Jesus 
had  told  them  He  was  going  to 
be  mocked,  mistreated,  and 
finally  killed.  Rewards  there 
will  be,  but  Jesus  made  it  clear 
that  for  now  His  disciple  must 
concentrate  on  living  the  life  of 
a  true  follower  with  all  that  that 
demands.  Bearing  the  Cross 
must  come  before  wearing  the 
crown. 

The  apostles  finally  learned 
the  way  of  the  servant.  John, 
who  asked  for  a  seat  of  honor 
next  to  Jesus  in  glory,  found  joy 
and  satisfaction  in  par- 
ticipating with  Christ  in  the  af- 
flictions attending  His  ministry 
(Acts  5:40,  41).  James,  who  was 
partner  with  his  brother  in  the 
request,  was  among  the 
earliest  to  become  a  partner 


with  Jesus  in  suffering  physical 
death. for  His  cause  (Acts  12:1, 
2).  The  world,  of  course,  says 
that  while  this  may  be  noble 
and  heroic,  it  is  not  very  attrac- 
tive. So  the  world  imposes  on  us 
its  wisdom  opposing  the 
wisdom  of  Christ. 

The  brother  of  Jesus  wrote  of 
these  two  wisdoms:  "Who  is 
wise  and  understanding  among 
you?  Let  him  show  it  by  his 
good  life,  by  deeds  done  in  the 
humility  that  comes  from 
wisdom.  But  if  you  harbor  bit- 
ter envy  and  selfish  ambition  in 
your  hearts,  do  not  boast  about 
it  or  deny  the  truth.  Such 
'wisdom'  does  not  come  down 
from  heaven  .  .  .  But  the 
wisdom  that  comes  from 
heaven  is  first  of  all  pure ;  then 
peace  loving,  considerate,  sub- 
missive, full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruit,  impartial  and  sincere" 
(James  3:13-17,  New  Interna- 
tional Version). 


This  is  the  divine  wisdom  of 
service.  —  Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY,  1 
APRIL  1 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  1-3 

"I  AM  OF  PAUL'S  PERSUASION! " 

A  pastor  asked  a  dying  man,  "Brother,  of 
what  persuasion  are  you?" 

The  man  replied,  "I  am  of  Paul's  persua- 
sion." 

"You  don't  understand  me.  Of  what  persua- 
sion are  you?" 

"I  understood  you.  I  am  of  Paul's  persua- 
sion." 

The  preacher  shaking  his  head  said, 
"Brother,  I'm  afraid  I  do  not  understand  you. 
You  said  you  are  of  Paul's  persuasion.  What  do 
you  mean?  There  is  a  Methodist  persuasion,  and 
a  Baptist  persuasion,  and  an  Episcopalian  per- 
suasion, and  a  Lutheran  persuasion,  and  a  Chris- 
tian persuasion,  and  a  Nazarene  persuasion,  but 
what  is  Paul's  persuasion?  What  is  the  persua- 
sion of  Paul?" 

The  man,  smiling,  quoted,  "I  know  whom  I 
have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able 
to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him 
against  that  day"  (2  Timothy  1:12). 


/  believe  the  promises  of  God  enough  to  ven- 
ture an  eternity  on  them. 

MONDAY,  9 
APRIL  A 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  4-7 

SECURE  AND  ASSURED 

Some  years  ago  the  world's  longest  bridge 
was  completed  at  San  Francisco  at  a  cost  of 
seventy-seven  million  dollars.  During  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  part  of  the  bridge  no  safety 
devices  were  used  and  twenty-three  men  fell  to 
their  death  in  the  waters  far  below.  In  the  con- 
struction of  the  second  part  it  was  decided  to  in- 
stall the  greatest  safety  net  in  the  world,  even 
though  the  cost  amounted  to  $100,000.  It  saved 
the  lives  of  at  least  ten  men  who  fell  to  it  without 
injury.  In  addition  to  that  the  work  went  on  from 
15  to  25  percent  faster  with  the  men  relieved 
from  the  fear  of  falling.  The  knowledge  that  they 
were  safe  left  the  men  free  to  devote  their 
energies  to  the  particular  tasks  in  hand. 

To  be  assured  that  neither  things  present  nor 
things  to  come  can  separate  me  from  Christ's 
love  sets  me  gloriously  free  to  serve  with  glad 
alacrity. 


What  have  I  to  dread,  what  have  I  to  fear, 
Leaning  on  the  everlasting  arms; 

I  have  blessed  peace  with  my  Lord  so  near, 
Leaning  on  the  everlasting  arms! 


TUESDAY,  g 
APRIL 

/ 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  8-11 

THE  ONE  IMPORTANT  WORD 
Dr.  S.  D.  Gordon  tells  of  an  old  Christiaj 
woman  whose  age  began  to  tell  on  her  memor' 
She  had  once  known  much  of  the  Bible  by  hear! 
Eventually  only  one  precious  bit  stayed  with  he:1, 
"I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  pel 
suaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  ha.4 
committed  unto  him  against  that  day."  By  an1 
by  part  of  that  slipped  its  hold,  and  she  woul' 
quietly  repeat,  "That  which  I  have  committe1 
unto  him."  At  last,  as  she  hovered  on  thj 
borderline  between  this  and  the  spirit  world,  he 
loved  ones  noticed  her  lips  moving.  They  berl 
down  to  see  if  she  needed  anything.  She  wa 
repeating  over  and  over  again  to  herself  the  on1 
word  of  the  text,  "Him,  Him,  Him."  She  had  losj 
the  whole  Bible,  but  one  word. 


But  she  had  the  whole  Bible  in  that  one  word] 

WEDNESDAY,  * 
APRIL 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  12—14-23 

ONE  THING  HE  KNEW 
William  James  Taylor,  alias  Bill  Hennessj1 
alias  Ed  Lynch,  alias  Tom  O'Brien,  learned  thd! 
he  couldn't  hide  from  God.  At  the  age  of  three 
behind  his  father's  saloon  he  acquired  a  taste  fc 
liquor  by  dipping  his  baby  fingers  into  the  dreg 
of  glasses  and  bottles.  Small  wonder  that  bj 
twelve  he  was  a  drunken  street  urchin.  After  tWj 
years  in  a  reform  school  he  lived  aimlessly  untj 
a  second  arrest  placed  him  in  an  industrial  irj 
stitution.  Gambling,  drugs,  and  drink  provided  j 
livelihood  and  made  him  a  constant  fugitiv 
from  the  law  that  kept  him  constantly  on  th 
move,  whenever  he  wasn't  serving  sentence.  Thj 
night  he  arrived  in  Chicago,  he  hurried  into  th 
Pacific  Garden  Mission  to  avoid  what  he  though 
were  suspicious  glances  of  a  policeman.  Hj 
returned  a  second  night.  Again  he  heard  thj 
testimonies  of  what  God  had  done  for  such  as  ht 
He  knelt  at  the  altar  and  repeated,  "God  be  mei1 
ciful  to  me,  a  sinner,  and  save  me  now  for  Jesus' 
sake. ' '  "I  cannot  tell  all  Jesus  Christ  has  done  fo 
me.  But  one  thing  I  can  do,  and  that  is  tell  other 
about  Him.  And  there's  a  lot  of  things  I  don'; 
know.  But  there's  one  thing  I  do  know.  That  i 
that  God  ain't  any  picker  of  persons." 


God  makes  a  promise.  Faith  believes  it 
Hope  anticipates  it.  Patience  awaits  it. 
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THURSDAY,  g 
lPRIL 

St 

1    sripture  Reading  - 1  Samuel  14 : 24  — 16 

FACT,  NOT  FEELING 
In  a  gospel  meeting  a  penitent  woman  was 
1  seking  salvation.  The  evangelist  quoted  to  her 
6  nxious  soul  the  assurance  of  Isaiah  53 : 6,  and  led 
er  to  simply  take  God  at  His  Word,  and  to  de- 
fend upon  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sin.  She 
/rent  home  rejoicing,  but  the  next  morning  came 
ownstairs  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  Her  little  boy, 
/ho  had  been  with  her  in  the  meeting  the  night 
efore,  asked,  "Mama,  what  is  troubling  you?" 
Oh,"  was  the  answer,  "last  night  I  felt  that  I 
/as  saved.  But  now  it  seems  like  a  dream.  I  fear 
am  deceived."  "Mama,"  said  the  little  lad, 
'get  your  Bible  and  turn  to  Isaiah  53:6."  She  did 
o,  and  read,  "The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  ini- 
luity  of  us  all."  "Mama,  is  the  verse  still  there?" 
fYes,  my  son."  "Then  your  sins  were  laid  on 
\esus,"  said  the  wise  lad.  The  mother  saw  the 
ruth.  She  took  God's  Word  without  regard  to  her 
eelings,  and  then  God's  peace  came  to  stay. 


He  is  no  fool  who  gives  what  he  cannot  keep 
Ms  life]  for  that  which  he  cannot  lose  [eternal 

mi. 

jFRIDAY,  6 
APRIL 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  17,  18 

"IT  IS  WELL  WITH  MY  SOUL! " 
"Saved,  Alone!"  This  was  the  cablegram 
ivhich  Horatio  Gates  Spafford,  author  of  the 
nymn,  "It  Is  Well  With  My  Soul,"  received.  It 
'meant  that  his  four  children  had  gone  down  to  a 
watery  grave  in  mid- Atlantic,  and  that  his  wife 
bnly  had  been  rescued.  In  his  deep  sorrow  he  was 
Wondrously  sustained  by  the  God  of  all  grace. 
jOut  of  his  sorrowing  heart,  he  gave  to  the  world 
the  great  hymn  of  assurance : 

,  "When  peace,  like  a  river,  attendeth  my  way, 
When  sorrows,  like  sea-billows,  roll; 
Whatever  my  lot,  Thou  hast  taught  me  to  say, 

jit  is  well,  it  is  well  with  my  soul!" 

;   

If  we  live,  Christ  will  be  with  us:  "Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway"  (Matthew  28:20).  If  we  die,  we 
will  be  with  Christ:  "I .  .  .  desire  to  depart,  and 
ibewith  Christ"  (Philippians  1:23).  Triumphant- 
ly we  exclaim,  "Whether  we  live,  or  die,  we  are 
the  Lord's"  (Romans  14:8). 
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SATURDAY,  w 
APRIL 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  19-21 

HIS  SHEPHERD  FOREVER 
A  Scottish  minister  was  instructing  a  small 
boy  in  the  home  of  one  of  his  parishioners,  and  he 
was  having  him  read  the  Twenty-third  Psalm. 
"The  LORD  is  my  shepherd,"  began  the  little 
boy ;  but  he  was  interrupted  by  the  old  minister. 
"Nae,  nae,"  he  said,  "ye  dinna  read  it  richt." 
Again  the  little  boy  began,  slowly  and  earnestly, 
"The— LORD— is— my— shephard."  But  again 
he  was  stopped.  "Nae,  ye  dinna  read  it  richt 
yet,"  the  old  minister  said,  shaking  his  head. 
"Now  watch  me"— and  holding  up  his  left  hand 
he  placed  the  forefinger  of  his  right  hand  on  the 
thumb  of  the  left  and  said,  "The"— then  to  the 
next  finger,  "LORD"— and  to  the  next, 
"is"— and  then  grasping  firmly  the  fourth  finger, 
he  said,  "You  TAKE  HOLD  on  the  fourth  one  and 
say,  'My.'  "  "Oh,"  exclaimed  the  little  boy,  "it's 
'The  LORD  is  MY  shepherd!'  "  Not  long  after- 
ward the  little  boy  followed  the  sheep  out  to 
pasture  one  morning,  and  later  his  broken  little 
body  was  found  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  cliff,  over 
which  he  had  evidently  fallen  by  accident.  The 
life  was  gone,  but  the  grief-stricken  parents  saw 
one  thing  that  cheered  their  hearts,  for  the  little 
right  hand,  though  cold  in  death,  was  clasped 
firmly  upon  the  fourth  finger  of  his  left,  and  they 
knew  that  their  little  laddie  was  safe  in  the  arms 
of  HIS  Shepherd. 


Many  things  about  tomorrow 
I  don't  seem  to  understand, 

But  I  know  Who  holds  tomorrow, 
And  I  know  Who  holds  my  hand! 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


"STRETCHED  TO  SERVE" 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

mind  and  producing  an  authoritarian  men- 
tality. In  contrast,  Christian  education  is  a 
way  of  helping  people  grow,  to  stretch, 
thereby  equipping  them  to  serve." 

It  is  the  person  who  desires  to  be 
"stretched"  mentally  and  spiritually  that  will 
most  likely  create  that  same  desire  in  others. 

Our  State  Sunday  School  Convention  is  not 
perfect.  We  lack  in  many  areas.  But  one  of  the 
most  significant  happenings  in  the  church  year 
for  Free  Will  Baptists  is  that  annual  gathering 
of  its  educational  specialists— the  Sunday 
school  teachers  and  Sunday  school  officers. 
This  year  on  March  31,  we  are  hoping  for  the 
best  attendance  ever.  College  Hall  is  the  place 
to  be  on  that  day.  I  hope  to  see  you  there ! 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

In  Honor  of  Charlie,  Michael  and  Sandra  Nobles  1  100 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  Nobles,  Winterville 

Total  T  700* 

(Note:  A  Bleacher  Seat  previously  reported  by  Winterville  Sunday 
School  is  in  memory  of  Clyde  Hines  and  Randolph  Harris.) 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

campus.  This  was  a  much- 
needed  project,  and  we  thank 
you  for  your  input.  With  enroll- 
ment increasing  almost  every 
week,  none  of  these  pillows 
which  have  been  purchased  will 
be  unused  for  very  long.  When 
you  lie  down  to  rest  tonight,  you 
may  be  blessed  to  know  that 
because  of  you,  the  children  in 
your  Child  Care  Ministry  are 
also  "sleeping  well." 


STAFF  PROVIDES 
EDUCATIONAL  AND 
VOCATIONAL  TRD?S 


On  February  22,  1984,  our 
three-to  eleven-year-olds 
visited  the  Sheriff's  Depart- 
ment and  Police  Department  in 
Wilson,  North  Carolina.  We 
began  our  tour  with  an  in- 
troduction by  Officer  Jimi 
Tant.  He  demonstrated  to  the 
children  how  information  on  a 
person  through  the  use  of  the 
computer  is  obtained. 

We  were  then  taken  to  a  room 
where  offenders  are  finger- 
printed and  pictures  taken.  We 
toured  the  jail  cells  and  learned 
about  the  daily  routine  of  the  in- 
mates. At  the  conclusion  of  the 


tour,  the  children  were  given 
honorary  Junior  Sheriff  Cer- 
tificates. 


Next,  we  visited  the  Wilson 
Police  Department  where  we 
received  an  informative  and  in- 
teresting presentation  by  Of- 
ficer Skinner.  We  were  shown 
the  different  departments  and 
what  responsibility  each  had  in 
regards  to  the  law  and  in- 
vestigation. Our  tour  ended 
with  a  "question-answer"  ses- 
sion concerning  crime  preven- 
tion. 

We  appreciate  the  help  and 
cooperation  from  all  the 
various  organizations,  agen- 
cies, and  businesses  that  have 
allowed  us  to  visit.  Since 
January,  the  children  have 
visited  the  Wilson  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Police  Department, 
Sheriff's  Department,  and  a 
tour  at  the  United  States  Post 
Office  on  March  21.  We  plan  to 
visit  the  following  in  the  near 
future :  a  school  for  the  hearing 
impaired,  tobacco  company, 
nursing  home,  travel  agency, 
etc.  The  staff  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Inc. 
feels  this  is  good  educational 


and  social  learning  experienc 
for  our  children  and  hope  th 
we  can  continue  with  our  toui 


THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  OF 
ORIGINAL  FWB 

In  the  early  1960s,  the  GeP 
eral  Conference  of  Origirl 
Free  Will  Baptists  began  I 
organize.  The  purpose  of  111 
organization  was  to  unil 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  ill 
Christian  fellowship  for  the  a| 
vancement  of  the  Kingdom  I 
God  through  worship,  missiol 
and  evangelism,  educatiol 
literature,  benevolence  ail 
other  means  as  may  be  mutua 
ly  agreed  upon.  This  fellowshl 
recognizes  the  individul 
freedom  and  mutual  depefl 
dence  of  all  who  believe 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  ail 
Saviour. 

Through  the  beginning  yeaa 
of  the  conference  there  wen 
several  states  representing 
among  these  were:  Nortii 
Carolina,  Ohio,  South  Carolina 
Virginia,  West  VirginiJ 
Georgia,  and  Florida 
However,  time  has  taken  il 
toll.  In  the  past  conferentji 
meeting  (June  20,  21,  22,  198S 
North  Carolina  was  the  onl 
state  representing. 

We  would  very  much  like  111 
reestablish  this  fellowship.  Th 
can  be  done  through  letter  c 
phone  communication,  but  tli 
most  effective  is  personal  coi 
tact.  We  need  to  use  all  thre 
and,  as  you  know,  diplomacy  i 
of  the  greatest  importance. 

We  plead  for  the  prayers  <: 
our  ministers  and  churches  an 
also  to  increase  your  contribi 
tions  that  we  might  be  able  1 
carry  out  this  task  that  i 
before  us. 

Eespectfully  submitted 
Rev.  Steve  Hargrov 
President  of  the  General  Conferent 


1984  YEARBOOKS 
NOW 
AVAILABLE 
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VBS— A  REAL  MINISTRY 

I  


Vacation  Bible  School  is 
many  things.  It  is  a 
ministry.  It  is  boys  and 
girls  singing  and  having 
fun;  it  is  teachers  telling 
Bible  stories  and  advising 
students.  It  begins  with 
churches  planning  and 
working  to  get  ready.  And 
it  is  all  worth  it  when 
young  people  (and  adults!) 
come  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  Lord  and 
Saviour. 

The  theme  of  the  1984 
materials  is  All  Things 
Through  Him.  Based  on 
the  life  of  the  Apostle 
Paul,  this  curriculum  of- 
fers biblical  teaching 
balanced  with  activities 
that  serve  to  reinforce 
truths  taught.  An  added 
plus  this  year  is  our  mis- 
sions study. 


Learn  more  about  this  curriculum:  attend  the  showing  nearest  you! 

April  2        Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.  7:30  p.m. 

3  Smithfield  Bible  and  Bookstore,  Smithfield  7:30  p.m. 
5        Foundation  Bible  and  Bookstore,  Whiteville  Mini-Mall, 

Whiteville  7:30  p.m. 


!lHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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JOIN  THE  CROWD- 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE! 

lYou  should  attend  the  1984  Evangelism 
Conference,  April  12  and  13,  at 
Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims, 

North 
Carolina. 

v 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions 
and 

Church  Extension 

Box  38 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


16 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 

Editorial   2 

Feature   4 

Weekly  Features 

News  and  Notes   5 

Home  Missions   7 

Foreign  Missions   8 

Children's  Home  10 

Mount  Olive  College  11 

Family  Devotions  16 

The  Christian  Nurturer   8 

New  Location  for  Winterville  Church   9 


Volume  99  Number  13 

April  4,  1984 
Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty -eight  times  a  year  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158.  Second- 
class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  209-440). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  editor  seven 
days  prior  to  the  publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  or  policies  of  the 
editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the 
person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the  person  submitting  said  arti- 
cle. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist, P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  In  advance:  one  year,  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12; 
four  years,  $31.20  (Including  sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents) ;  residents  of 
other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  It  applies). 

Every -Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given  when  local  churches  send 
the  "Baptist"  to  the  home  of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are  sent  to  one  individual  who  in 
turn  distributes  these.  A  50  percent  discount  Is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden  and  Smlthfteld,  and  Whltevllle  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Mon- 
day—Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kins  ton,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday. 
Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice  President;  Ruth  Taylor, 
Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs,  Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne  Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley, 
Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff  Gray,  Executive  Director; 
Bobby  Pennington,  Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of  Literature. 


From  the  Editor's  FenMttiHi 

Is  the  Church  Militant) 
Obsolete?  1 

There  are  two  basic  explanations  given 
whenever  the  cause  of  deterioration  in  any 
organization  is  being  sought.  The  first  explai ,. 
tion,  obsolescence,  claims  that  the  product  o.J 
service  rendered  by  that  particular  organiza 
tion  is  no  longer  needed  or  that  it  has  been 
replaced  by  some  modern  equivalent.  The  se 
ond  explanation  points  to  the  existence  of  int\ 
nal  failure.  This  reasoning  relates  the  organic 
tion's  inability  to  provide  needed  products  or 
service,  possibly  because  of  incompetence  or 
inefficiency. 

In  consideration  of  the  church,  let's  just 
assume  (as  so  many  do)  that  we  have  just  nr.1 
kept  pace  with  the  times.  So,  considering  ob-1 
solescence,  we  could  say  that  religion  is  no 
longer  needed,  that  churches  are  no  longer 
needed  and/or  that  current  methods  are 
hopelessly  out-of-date. 

Some  people  believe  that  the  church  has 
served  its  purpose— if  it  ever  had  one.  These 
dividuals  proclaim,  "It  may  have  been  useful 
as  a  device  for  social  control  in  the  days  befo» 
science  and  democracy  and  the  industrial 
revolution,  but  we've  outgrown  that."  Others 
agree  with  Karl  Marx  that  religion  is  merely 
the  "opium  of  the  masses,  serving  only  to  clolj 
man's  ability  to  perceive  his  problems,  dulW 
his  power  to  solve  them  rationally  and  scien- 1 
tifically."  To  this  I  say  that  man's  condition 
has  not  changed.  He  is  sinful  and  in  need  of  tl 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ! 

There  are  a  good  number  of  people  who  s) 
that  churches  are  no  longer  needed.  Some  of 
these  people  concede  that  religion  may  linger 
on  in  some  form  or  another;  but  they  believe  \ 
will  do  so  without  much  of  the  "ecclesiastical 
encumbrances"  —bureaucracies— that  are 
weighting  it  down  today.  In  our  age  of  growin 
disenchantment  with  bureaucratic  organiza-  > 
tions,  churches  are  apt  to  receive  more  than 
their  fair  share  of  criticism.  Many  of  those  wl 
say  churches  are  no  longer  needed  are  conten 
to  view  existing  difficulties  as  being  the  result 
of  defects,  deteriorations  or  overextensions  th 
exist  within  any  type  of  organization. 

Then  again,  there  are  those  individuals 
who  could  accept  the  existence  of  religion  and 
"endure"  the  survival  of  churches  if  their 
beliefs  were  not  so  "absurd"  and  their  re- 
quirements were  more  "reasonable."  These 
people  claim  that  sectarian  differences  were 
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I  ijesome  a  century  ago  and  are  even  more  so 
i  lay;  they  say  that  with  the  advance  of 
>  ience,  belief  in  the  supernatural  is  untenable. 
I  ]i»r  the  church  to  survive,  they  claim  it  should 
jjt  require  uniformity  to  any  standards  or 
/escribe  any  certain  mode  of  behavior.  They 
sy  it  definitely  should  not  distinguish  between 
Use  who  are  "saved"  and  those  who  are 
'Dst."  According  to  their  reasoning,  only  a 
'jolerant,"  "reasonable,"  and  "relevant" 
rligion  can  survive  in  modern  society— and 
ten  that  is  unlikely. 
'  Before  continuing  let's  note  these 
£sessments  of  obsolescence  again:  It  is  said 
tpt  (1)  modern  man  no  longer  needs  religion; 
(|)  even  if  he  needs  religion,  he  no  longer 
reds  the  church;  and  (3)  even  if  he  wants 
rligion  and  the  church,  he  doesn't  want  them 
vth  "absurd  beliefs,  unreasonable  re- 
direments,  irrelevant  preoccupations,  and 
^Unctions  between  those  who  belong  and 
tpse  who  do  not."  Let  me  point  out  that  a  good 
limber  of  people  strongly  hold  to  these 
ijliefs— and  these  individuals  can  be  found  in 
{id  out  of  the  church.  But  let  me  also  hasten  to 
ad,  the  only  noteworthy  feature  about  these 
{ioms  is  that  they  are  directly  contrary  to  the 
<  idence. 

Those  who  plead  that  the  church  is  obsolete 
s  an  explanation  for  deterioration)  must  rely 
Lther  heavily  upon  a  similar  state  of  affairs 
iflicting  other  structures  similarly  engaged, 
jt  is  awkward  if  competition  is  thriving,  grow- 
ig,  proliferating  in  what  is  supposedly  a 
r^iformly  hostile  climate."  Such  an  occurrence 
'^sts  doubts  upon  the  whole  notion  that  the 
puble  is  in  the  times  and  not  in  the  organiza- 
|>n.  Yet  this  is  precisely  the  situation  that  ex- 
its among  churches :  not  all  religious  bodies 
|e  declining!  "While  most  mainline  Protestant 
^nominations  are  trying  to  survive  what  they 
)pe  will  be  a  temporary  adversity,  other 
^nominations  are  overflowing  with  vitality" 
pean  M.  Kelley,  Why  Conservative  Churches 
re  Growing). 

This  bears  evidence  that  religion  is  not  ob- 
|lete ;  churches  are  not  defunct  bodies ;  it  also 
mtradicts  the  contemporary  notion  that  an 
Acceptable"  religion  is  needed,  for  it  is  the 
lurches  that  are  not  reasonable,  tolerant, 
iumenical  or  relevant  by  modern  man's  terms 
j&t  are  alive  and  well  and  experiencing 
fowth!  I  must  note  for  the  sake  of  emphasis 
lat  according  to  commonly  held  beliefs  groups 
hich  persist  in  unreasonable  and  unsociable 
phavior  should  not  be  flourishing— but  they 
fe! 

Professor  George  R.  LaNouse  Jr. ,  Colum- 
ia  University,  has  studied  this.  His  research 
ailed  for  him  to  match  liberal  and  conser- 
ative  branches  of  several  denominational 
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families  against  themselves.  While  the  liberal 
branches  seem  more  affluent  and  mobile,  while 
their  members  may  have  more  education  than 
their  counterparts,  while  they  may  seem  more 
attuned  to  social  and  demographic  trends,  they 
are  not  growing— their  conservative  branches 
are! 

Let's  face  it:  Churches  that  have  not  tried 
to  adjust  to  the  times,  to  "ingratiate 
themselves  with  the  world,"  in  most  cases  are 
not  declining.  There  is  no  indication  that 
religion  is  obsolete,  churches  are  outdated  or 
that  modernization  is  helpful.  This  causes  me 
to  suspect  that  the  declining  churches  are  not 
victims  of  changing  times  but  of  internal 
failure— they  are  not  able  to  provide  a  needed 
service,  or  at  least  are  not  doing  so. 

Perhaps  we  have  not  adequately 
understood  or  performed  our  essential 
business,  that  being  the  dispensing  of  religion, 
the  spreading  of  the  gospel  in  the  world.  If  we 
do  not  know  how,  it  is  time  that  we  learned!  If 
we  do  not  care  that  people  are  dying  without 
Christ,  we  need  to  examine  ourselves  and  our 
purpose  for  being  here. 

It  is  time  that  we  look  at  the  internal 
dynamics  that  are  at  work  within  our 
denomination.  It  is  time  that  we  make  "souls 
our  goal"  and  that  those  converted  be  dis- 
cipled! 

It  is  time  that  we  get  about  our  Father's 
business— in  other  words,  it  is  past  time  that 
we  go  to  work ! 
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DISCERNMENT 

AND 
COMMITMENT 


by  J.  A.  Davidson 

The  late  Ian  T.  Ramsey,  an  English  bishop 
who  was  one  of  the  more  influential 
philosophers  of  religion  in  our  time,  pointed  out 
in  one  of  his  books  that  at  the  heart  of  religion 
there  is  "a  discernment  which  provokes  a  com- 
mitment." That  points  to  a  basic  element  in  the 
development  of  personal  faith  which  is  biblical- 
ly grounded. 

We  begin  in  the  way  of  faith  when  we 
discern  that  God  cares  about  us  and  cares  for 
us,  that  God  wills  our  good  and  wishes  to  main- 
tain a  creative  relationship  with  us.  This 
discernment  is  probably  for  most  of  us— at 
least,  at  the  beginning  of  the  venture  that  is 
faith— a  rather  vague  and  puzzling  one.  We 
may  not  know  quite  what  to  do  with  it,  but  it 
can  be  enough  to  open  the  mind  and  heart  to 
God's  Spirit.  And  this  discernment  can  indeed 
provoke  a  commitment. 

But  what  does  religious  commitment  en- 
tail? Is  it  simply  a  matter  of  giving  intellectual 
assent  to  a  set  of  religious  propositions? 
Thomas  Hardy,  a  great  English  novelist  and 
poet,  said  that  his  long  dramatic  poem,  The 
Dynasts,  was  "for  mental  performance  only." 
We  sometimes  treat  religion  as  if  it  were  "for 
mental  performance  only"— essentially  a 
philosophy  of  life,  primarily  an  intellectual  ex- 
ercise. 

But  the  intellectual  playing  with  religious 
ideas  is  sometimes  more  a  way  of  evading 
religious  commitment  than  a  way  of  expressing 
it.  Aldous  Huxley  pointed  to  this  danger  when 
he  said  this  of  a  character  in  one  of  his  novels: 
"implicitly  claiming  to  be  religious  just 
because  he  could  talk  a  lot  of  high-class 
boloney  about  religion." 

Commitment,  of  course,  does  have  an  in- 
tellectual dimension.  The  venture  of  faith  does 


not  repudiate  intellect,  but,  rather,  demands  I 
our  hardest  thinking.  But  commitment  is  nevl 
merely  in  the  acceptance  of  beliefs  and  doc-  I 
trines.  Commitment  is  in  the  active  devotion  I 
all  that  we  have  and  all  that  we  are  to  what  vf 
discern  to  be  God's  purposes  for  us. 

But  we  Christians  tend  to  put  limits  and 
restrictions  on  our  commitments  in  faith,  limp 
and  restrictions  that  we  use  to  save  ourselves 
from  inconvenience  and  embarrassment.  Thej* 
is  an  old  story  about  a  man  who  at  a  revival  j 
meeting  "found  salvation";  he  fell  to  his  kne^ 
and  prayed  fervently,  "Use  me,  O  Lord,  use 
me  in  thy  work,"  and  then,  after  a  pause,  he  I 
added,  "I  mean,  O  Lord,  in  an  advisory  capal 
ty." 

In  the  biblical  understanding  of  it  commi 
ment  is  not  merely  something  that  we  do:  it  i 
a  biblical  insight  that  in  and  through  our  com 
mitments  something  is  done  to  us  and  done  fc 
us.  Commitment  is,  in  effect,  a  two-way  stree 
a  matter  of  both  giving  and  receiving. 

Commitment,  as  many  of  us  have 
discovered,  is  a  means  of  learning,  a  way  of 
coming  to  knowledge.  In  and  through  our  con 
mitments  we  come  to  know  God  better,  are 
helped  to  discern  His  purposes  for  us— and 
guided  to  deeper  understanding  of  ourselves 
and  of  our  relations  with  one  another.  Joseph 
Oldham,  an  English  theologian,  in  his  impor- 
tant book  of  some  years  ago,  Life  Is  Commit- 
ment, put  the  matter  in  this  way:  "There  are 
some  things  in  life— and  they  may  be  the  mos 
important  things— that  we  cannot  know  by 
research  or  reflection,  but  only  by  committinj 
ourselves." 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  51!, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216.) 
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PLEASANT  HILL  WOMEN 
HAVE  COTTAGE  PRAYER  MEETINGS 


1  H 
I 


The  Pleasant  Hill  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  had  cottage  prayer 
reetings  recently  in  the  homes  of  two  shut-ins. 
1  On  Sunday  afternoon,  February  26,  they  visited  with  Louise 
]<itchell  and  her  sister,  Martie  Willoughby.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
lanry  Armstrong,  gave  a  devotion,  and  Nan  Pierce  read  a  poem. 
.<!  the  group  joined  in  singing  hymns  and  prayer. 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  March  25,  they  met  in  the  home  of  J.  R. 
id  Sarah  Pilkington.  Their  daughter,  Sabra  Pittman,  gave  a  devo- 
on  in  the  form  of  an  object  lesson.  She  used  eggs  to  show  how  God 
;  unable  to  use  some  people  because  they  are  empty  shells  or  hard- 
ened. But  those  who  are  fresh  eggs  can  be  used.  She  also  read  a 
3em,  and  Ginger  and  Cori  Bunn  sang  "Jesus  Loves  Me."  After- 
jards,  they  visited  with  the  Pilkingtons. 
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HNews  81  Notes 

REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  April  6 

Grimsley   Church,  Greene 
County 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Don  Fader,  evan- 
gelist 

April  8-11 

Marlboro  Church,  near  Farm- 
ville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Scott  Sowers, 
pastor 

April  8-13 

King's   Cross  Roads  Church, 
Route  1,  Fountain 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  evan- 
gelist 

The   Rev.    Bruce  Jones, 
pastor 

April  9-12 

Stoney  Creek,  near  Goldsboro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Earl  Glenn,  evan- 
gelist 

The   Rev.    Gary  Bailey, 
pastor 

April  9-13 

Pleasant  Plain  Church,  John- 
ston County 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   Floyd  Cherry, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Ernie  Price, 
pastor 

Otter's  Creek  Church,  Route  1, 
Macclesfield 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Cedric  Pierce  Jr., 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ralph  Ay  cock, 
pastor 

Piney  Grove  Church,  near  Al- 
bertson 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Marvin  Waters, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Barrow, 
pastor 

(Turn  the  Page) 


April  16-20 

Union    Chapel   Church,  near 
Plymouth 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
(Prayer  room  opens,  7:15 
p.m.) 

The  Rev.   Bobby  Brown, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Swade  Benson, 

pastor 

Smith's   New  Home  Church, 
Route  1,  Deep  Run 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ray  Williamson, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.   A.   B.  Bryan, 
pastor 

Gospel  Sing  at 
Otter's  Creek  Church 

On  Saturday  night,  April  14, 
Otter's  Creek  Church,  Route  1, 
Macclesfield,  will  have  a  gospel 
sing  featuring  "The  King's 
Messengers."  The  time  of  the 
services  is  7:30  p.m.  Everyone 
is  invited  to  attend  these  ser- 
vices. 

Upcoming  Events  at 
Piney  Grove  Church 

Piney  Grove  Church,  near 
Albertson,  announces  that  they 
will  have  Easter  sunrise  ser- 
vice beginning  at  6  a.m.,  on 
April  22.  It  will  be  followed  by  a 
breakfast  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Homecoming  services  will  be 
Sunday,  May  6,  at  Piney  Grove 
Church.  Activities  for  the  day 
will  begin  with  Sunday  school 
at  9:45  a.m.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend. 

Western  District  Woman 
To  Meet 

The  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
will  be  held  on  April  14,  1984,  at 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  in  Nash  Coun- 
ty. 

Directions  to  the  church  are 
as  follows:  Take  581  North,  to 
64  By-Pass  East.  Take  By-Pass 
to  Momeyer  Exit.  Turn  left  tak- 
ing next  road  to  right,  and  then 
take  next  road  to  right  ;  this  is 
the  Mt.  Zion  Church  road.  Or 
when  on  581,  before  getting  to  64 
By-Pass  which  is  just  outside  of 
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Spring  Hope,  watch  for 
Ephesus  Baptist  Church  on  left. 
The  By-Pass  is  just  down  the 
road  after  passing  this  church. 

The  theme  of  the  convention 
will  be  "Look  to  Jesus."  The 
Scripture  will  be  taken  from 
Hebrews  12:1,  2.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows: 

9 : 15— Registration 

9:45— Hymn,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to 
Thee" 

—Devotion,  Host  Church 
—Welcome,  Host  Church 
—  President's    Remarks,  Donna 

Holland,  Union  Grove,  Wayne 

County 

10:15— Hymn,  "Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for 
Jesus" 

—Look  to  Jesus  with  Benevolence, 

Esther  Barnes,  Little  Rock 
—Look  to  Jesus  with  Missions, 

Nancy  Duncan,  Free  Union 
—Look  to  Jesus  with  Our  Youth, 

Suzanne  Coates,  Pine  Level 
11:00— Hymn,  "Living  for  Jesus" 
—Offering  and  Prayer 
—Special  Music,  Jennifer  Gudace, 

Pine  Level 
—Convention   Message,  Suzanne 

Coates,  Pine  Level 
12:00— Lunch 

1:00— Hymn,  "In  the  Service  of  the 
King" 

—Devotion,   Louise  Cuddington, 

Piney  Grove 
—Business  Session 
—Hymn,  "I  Surrender  All" 
—Benediction 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Fellowship 
News-n-Review 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally 
met  at  Shady  Grove  Church  on 
March  3,  1984,  at  7:30  p.m. 
Lee's  Chapel  won  the  youth 
banner  with  27 ;  Pleasant  Grove 
won  the  overall  banner  with  41 ; 
Haymount  won  the  percentage 
banner  with  12  out  of  12. 

Miss  Becky  Sumner,  State 
Youth  Chairman,  gave  infor- 
mation on  the  following:  State 
Convention  to  be  held  May  18, 
19,  and  20,  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, candidates  for  corre- 
sponding secretary  and  presi- 
dent on  the  state  level,  and 
Cragmont.  YFA  week  at  Crag- 
mont  is  Juiy  2-7  and  AFC  week 
is  July  9-14. 

Judging  on  arts  and  crafts 
projects  was  held.  In  the  YFA 
division  best  in  show  was 
awarded  to  Raleigh  Walker. 
Other  YFA  winners  were  Leigh 


Ann  McLamb  and  Chris  NorrL 
Best  in  show  in  the  AFC  dhsl; 
sion  was  Wendy  Smith.  Othd 
AFC  winners  were  Chris  Tev 
Amy  Willis,  Stephanie  Butlei 
and  Michael  Lee.  Best  in  iti 
show  in  the  Cherub  division  waj 
Misty  Smith.  Jonathan  Surk| 
and  Matthew  Canady  werj 
other  Cherub  winners.  In  th 
Creative  Writing  category  tlr 
AFC  winner  was  Christa  Kuh 
and  the  YFA  winner  was  Trac 
McLamb. 

The  Bible  Bowl  Competitio 
was  held.  First  place  in  th 
YFAs  was  Wanda  Fairclotl 
Janet  Howell,  Robin  Denninj 
and  Herman  Cottle  from  Plej 
sant  Grove.  Second  place  in  th 
YFAs  was  Tracy  McLaml 
Raleigh  Walker,  Jody  Barefoo 
and  Jenneth  Modlin  froi 
Shady  Grove.  First  in  the  AFC 
was  Greg  Jackson,  Can 
Surles,  Rita  Jernigan,  an 
Michael  Lee  from  Shad 
Grove. 

The  next  meeting  is  on  Apr 
7,  1984,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  Lee 
Chapel. 


Pre-Easter  Service  at 
Plymouth  Church 

A  Pre-Easter  Service  will  I 
held  at  Plymouth  Church  cj 
April  20,  1984.  The  time  of  tt 
service  is  7:30  p.m.  Th 
scheduled  program  is  a 
follows: 

Piano  Prelude,  Mrs.  Lucille  Jones 
Song  Leader,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
Hymn  48,  "At  the  Cross" 
Reading,  the  Rev.  Frank  Thigpen 
Prayer,  the  Rev.  Frank  Thigpen 
Welcome,  the  Rev.  Floyd  Burkey 
Response,  the  Rev.  L.  A.  Ambrose 
Special,  Plymouth  Church 
Lord's  Supper,  the  Rev.  Charlie  Ove 
ton 

Special,  "New  Day  Spirituals" 
Hymn  174,  "In  the  Garden" 
"Jesus'  Agony  in  the  Garden,"  the  Re 

Floyd  Burkey 
Special,  Mt.  Zion  Quintette 
"The  Trial  of  Jesus,"  the  Rev.  Aubn 

Williamson 
Special,  "New  Day  Spirituals" 
"The  Cross,"  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lehmar 
Special,  Mt.  Zion  Quintette 
Hymn  313,  "Just  As  I  Am" 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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CURRENT  HOME  MISSIONS  PROGRAM 

Current  Mission  Points 

Eastwood,  Fayetteville  The  Rev.  W.  S.  Burns 

Agape,  Raleigh  The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hall 

Grifton,  Grifton  The  Rev.  James  Sowers 

First,  Wilmington  The  Rev.  D.  C.  Hansley 

First,  St.  Cloud,  Florida  The  Rev.  William  Bronson 

Horton  Road,  Durham  The  Rev.  Harry  Brown 

♦Emmanuel,  Charlotte  The  Rev.  Ken  Hardison 

♦New  Work 

Camp  for  the  Deaf,  Eagles  Nest  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Albertson 

Ministry  to  Laotian  Refugees  The  Rev.  Bob  Harber 

in  cooperation  with  the  General  Baptists  (Five  Churches) 

Future  Plans : 

A  new  mission  in  Whiteville     ( As         hecome  available) 
A  new  mission  in  Morganton 


-APRIL  IS  HOME  MISSIONS  MONTH 


We  are  asking  all  our  churches  to  take  a  special  offering  on  Easter  as  a 
memorial  offering  for  Taylor  Hill,  our  first  director. 
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The  new  building  on  the  campus  of  Palawan  Bible  Institute  i! 
the  Philippines  is  taking  shape.  It  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  b 
May  1.  We  have  received  $21,718.79  or  1,447.91  square  feet.  We  stii 
need  contributions  of  $5,881.30  or  392.09  square  feet  to  finish  thi 
project.  Churches  and  individuals  can  help  by  donating  one  or  mor 
square  feet.  Cost  per  square  foot  is  $15.  Send  your  contributions  t 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  P.O.  Box  38,  Ay  den,  North  Carolim 
28513. 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 
Part  V:  Nurturing  Through  the 
Enlisting  Process 

How  we  go  about  recruiting 
teachers  is  a  vital  factor  in  hav- 
ing a  climate  in  which  they  will 
be  self-motivated.  The  way  we 
enlist  them  and  the  way  we  pre- 
sent the  teaching  ministry  will 
profoundly  influence  the  kinds 
of  attitudes  they  begin  to  form 
about  teaching.  Therefore,  we 
need  to  use  the  enlisting  pro- 
cess in  a  way  that  fosters 
positive,  uplifting,  and  inspired 
attitudes.  If  such  attitudes  are 
formed  at  the  beginning,  then 
they  will  serve  to  foster  greater 
commitment  and  higher  mo- 
rale throughout  the  teacher's 
ministry. 

Let  me  suggest  some  ways 
you  can  use  the  enlisting  pro- 
cess to  help  create  a  motiva- 
tional climate. 

First,  set  a  time  to  meet  with 
the  prospective  teacher  when 
you  both  have  privacy  and  ade- 
quate time.  Ask  to  see  them  at 
home,  or  take  them  out  to 
lunch,  or  have  coffee  together. 
By  doing  this  you  are  saying,  "I 
have  an  important  and  serious 
matter  I  would  like  to  discuss 
with  you."  Never  try  to  enlist  a 
teacher  on  the  spur  of  the  mo- 
ment in  the  hallway  before  or 
after  the  Sunday  school  session. 
This  conveys  the  attitude  that 
teaching  is  so  insignificant  that 
the  person  can  make  a  decision 
about  it  in  thirty  seconds!  Meet 
with  them  in  a  friendly  and 
relaxed  environment.  Never 
press  them  for  an  immediate 
answer.  Encourage  them  to 
take  time  and  pray  about  it.  Do 
you  begin  to  see  the  kinds  of  at- 
titudes this  approach  conveys 
about  teaching? 

Second,  share  with  them  why 
you  and  the  nominating  com- 
mittee feel  they  are  the  best 
persons  for  the  jobs.  They  want 
to  know  what  you  see  in  them 
which  qualifies  them  to  teach. 
Share  with  them  your  percep- 
tions of  their  gifts  and  abilities. 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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PBI  GARDEN 
RECEIVES  A  GIFT 

The  members  of  the  Spring 
Hill  Church  have  given  to  the 
Palawan  Bible  Institute  garden 
an  electric  water  pump,  a 
three-hundred-gallon  water 
tank  and  a  ten-foot-high  steel 
tower. 


These  fine  people  and  theii 
pastor,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bi! 
Dale,  became  aware  of  thj 
need  last  year.  They  accepte 
the  challenge  as  God's  will  fo 
them  above  their  regular  giv 
ing  to  Foreign  Missions.  Go 
proved  Himself  faithful  an 
they  completed  the  $1,100  fo 
the  project  by  the  time  th 
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aker  family  returned  to  the 
hilippines  in  June,  1983. 
In  June  when  we  returned  it 
as  the  beginning  of  rainy 
?ason  so  we  set  a  date  of 
anuary,  1984,  as  the  deadline 
>r  installation.  From  January 
)  June,  we  get  very  little  or  no 
ain  so  our  crops  in  the  garden 
sually  die. 

God  has  proven  Himself 
lithful  to  us  here  also.  We  are 
lankful  to  announce  that  the 
lectric  pump,  tank  and  tower 
rere  installed  on  schedule  the 
rst  week  of  January,  1984.  It 
as  been  in  service  for  about 
iree  weeks  and  is  such  a  bless- 
ig.  Not  only  can  we  now  keep 
ur  vegetables  growing  but  we 
an  also  expand  other  projects 
yr  the  garden. 

The  PBI  garden  provides 
/ork  scholarships  for  the 
tudents.  This  enables  the 
jtudents  to  pay  their  school  ex- 
tenses.  The  things  produced  by 
he  students  in  the  garden  are 
ised  by  the  school  to  help  hold 
itown  operating  expenses. 

We  are  so  thankful  for  this 
jft.  We  are  thankful  for  the 
jompassion  this  church  and  its 
pastor  have  shown  for  reaching 
he  lost  with  the  gospel. 

There  is  something  you  and 
our  church  can  do  also.  The 
ask  of  world  evangelization  is 
tot  completed.  Pray  and  ask 
rod  what  He  would  have  you 
lo.  Everyone  must  be  involved 
n  making  Christ  known  or  else 
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stand  in  open  rebellion  against 
God. 

We  are  expecting  the 
greatest  year  ever  on  the 
Philippine  field  as  we  work 
together  as  co-laborers  with 
Christ,  Spring  Hill  and  every 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

Fred  P.  Baker 
Missionary  to  the  Philippines 


NEW  LOCATION  FOR 
WIN  TE  R VILLE  CHURCH 

by  Gladys  Corbett 

With  mixed  emotions  we 
began  our  Sunday  school  ser- 
vice in  our  new  church  facility 
on  Glendale  Street  in  Winter- 
ville,  March  11.  Everything 
looked  so  pretty  with  fresh 
flowers  to  enhance  the  beauty 
of  freshly  painted  walls.  But 
somehow,  it  was  different.  Our 
members  weren't  in  their 
regular  seats.  It  was  hard  to 
find  certain  people.  The  music 
sounded  different.  The  Rev. 
Don  Riberio  had  stated  our  feel- 
ings so  well  and  then  reminded 
us  that  the  same  Spirit  of  Christ 
was  there,  for  He  dwells  in  His 
people. 

We  sang  praises  to  our  God 
and  thanked  Him  for  His  great 
love  and  blessings.  Miss  Leah 
McGlohon  sang  "Bless  This 
House";  the  choir  sang 
"Everybody  Sing  Praise  to  the 
Lord";  and  the  children  sang 
"We've    Got   a   Great  Big 


Wonderful  God."  Pastor  Ed 
Taylor  admonished  us  to  live 
for  Christ  and  keep  Him  first  in 
all  things.  We  gathered  around 
the  altar  for  a  prayer  of  con- 
secration. 

The  Improvement  Commit- 
tee—Mrs. Louise  Hines,  Mrs. 
Jewell  Lawrence,  Bill  Chur- 
chill, Claudie  McLawhorn,  and 
William  Nobles— together  with 
the  church  trustees  thanked 
everyone  for  their  participation 
in  making  the  dream  of  a  new 
church  a  reality.  The  late  Ran- 
dolph Harris,  deceased 
member  of  the  committee,  was 
recognized  for  his  faithfulness. 
Pittman  Hines,  retired  state 
employee,  was  recognized  for 
contributing  his  labor  for  18 
months  to  help  build  the  new 
church. 

As  the  congregation  left  we 
were  each  given  a  packet  of 
grass  seed  to  plant  on  a 
prepared  plot,  symbolic  of 
planting  seeds  for  the  Master. 
Just  as  we  will  watch  the  seeds 
grow,  we  want  to  see  the  cause 
of  Christ  grow  in  our  church 
and  community. 

We  literally  brought  our 
memories  of  the  old  church 
with  us,  individually  written 
and  placed  in  a  memory  box  to 
be  read  later.  As  we  reflect  on 
our  last  weekend  in  the  old 
church,  we  think  about  the  wed- 
ding we  celebrated  there  on 
Saturday.  And  then  on  Sunday 
one  of  our  men  was  saved  and 
baptized.  Our  tears  of  remem- 
brance for  loved  ones  and  good 
times  were  mingled  with  tears 
of  joy  for  this  new  child  of  God. 
What  better  way  could  we  have 
climaxed  our  services  in  the  old 
church?  Or,  what  better  way  to 
begin  in  a  new  location  than  by 
praising  God?  To  God  be  the 
glory  for  it  all. 


April  is 
Home  Missions 
and  Church 
Extension  Month. 


Children's  Home 

ADDITION  TO  EDUCATION  STAFF 


If  you  will  remember,  we  introduced  you  to  our  new  tutor,  Clint 
Johnson,  for  the  Children's  Home  in  an  earlier  publication.  Now  we 
have  a  new  "official"  member  on  our  education  staff.  His  name  is 
"Apple  II."  Earlier  recognition  was  given  to  Mr.  Johnson  for  ob- 
taining free  use  of  the  computer  for  one  month  from  "Computer 
Displays"  of  Rocky  Mount.  Since  that  time,  Mr.  Johnson  has  had 
tremendous  response  from  the  children  by  using  the  computer. 
Consequently,  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  approach  the  P.T.A.  of 
Vincent-Bynum  School,  of  which  he  is  Principal,  about  purchasing 
the  computer  for  the  Children's  Home.  In  just  a  matter  of  days, 
above  nine  hundred  dollars  was  donated  for  the  purchase  of  the 
computer.  The  President  of  the  P.T.A. ,  Mrs.  Phyllis  Babb,  and  her 
husband  spear-headed  the  drive  that  led  to  the  donation.  We  would 
like  to  publicly  express  our  deep  appreciation  to  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Babb,  and  the  following  individuals  for  their  empathetic 
kindness  toward  our  cause,  at  the  Children's  Home.  One-hundred- 
dollar  donations  were  given  by  the  following: 

Mr.  John  Bolt,  Dr.  John  Watson,  Mr.  Boysen  Diemer,  Dr.  Jerry  Woodard,  Dr. 
Joseph  Russell,  Dr.  Allen  Whitaker,  Mr.  Ben  Brockwell,  Dr.  Robert  Sloop,  and 
Mr.  Stuart  Arens. 

Now  that  we  have  the  hardware,  it  will  be  of  great  importance 
that  we  begin  building  up  our  library  of  software.  Perhaps  this 
may  be  a  worthy  project  for  some  of  our  churches  to  consider. 
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SPECIAL  DELIVERY 

On  March  21,  our  childrej 
ages  3  to  11,  enjoyed  a  tour* 
the  Wilson  Post  Office.  ll 
Lamm,  supervisor  of  the  ma 
carriers,  led  the  tour.  Tl 
children  were  shown  the  pr 
cess  of  what  happens  to  a  lett< 
from  the  time  it  is  mailed  unl 
it  is  delivered  by  the  mailma 
They  learned  the  importance  i 
zip  codes  and  the  various  pos 
tions  within  the  postal  servi( 
such  as  inspectors,  route  ca 
riers,  postmasters,  and  supe 
visors. 

We  appreciate  the  Wilsc 
Post  Office  and  Mr.  Lamm  fc 
an  informative  and  interestin 
tour. 

ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY  PARTI 

On  Friday  night,  March  It 
1984,  Mrs.  Brenda  Medli 
brought  a  group  of  youth  an 
adults  from  Tabernacle  Baptif 
Church  of  Zebulon  to  th 
Children's  Home  for  a  "S 
Patrick's  Day  Party."  The  pa: 
ty  was  opened  with  a  devotion! 
thought,  which  was  followed  b 
refreshments  and  a  period  d 
fun  and  games.  This  is  th. 
second  party  that  Tabernac! 
has  provided  for  our  childre 
within  the  past  three  month; 
We  appreciate  the  love  and  coi 
cern  that  this  group  has  share 
with  our  children  and  youth. 

COMING  EVENTS 

April — Entire  Month  Desi} 
nated  by  the  State  Convei 
tion  as  Home  Missions  an 
Church  Extension  Month  I 

April  7 — Cape  Fear  Youth  Coi 
vention,  7:30  p.m. 

April  7— Pee  Dee  District  Au; 
iliary 

April  8 — Fifth  Sunday  in  Lenti 
April   9 — Central  Ordainin 

Council,  10  a.m.,  Greenville 

First  Church 
April   9— Eastern  Ordainin^ 

Council,  10  a.m. 
April  11 — Cape  Fear  Woman 

Auxiliary,  Hopewell  Church 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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tadowment  of  the  Week 
BLIZZARD  ENDOWMENT 


Reba  Hill  Blizzard 

j  Mrs.  Reba  Hill  Blizzard  of 
.[inston  has  established  a 
cholarship  endowment  at 
jlount  Olive  College  in  memory 
jf  her  late  husband,  Perry  Bliz- 
ard  (1895-1976). 
j  Income  from  the  endowment 
/ill  be  used  to  provide  scholar- 
ships for  ministerial  students 
rnd  the  wives  of  ministers. 
(  The  Blizzards  were  natives  of 
he  Deep  Run  community  in 
jienoir  County  and  both  joined 
"ree  Will  Baptist  churches  at 
In  early  age.  Perry,  son  of  the 
ate  Henry  and  Mary  Ann 
Ihodes  Blizzard,  held  member- 
hip  with  Smith's  New  Home 
Church,  and  Reba,  daughter  of 
jhe  late  Johnny  and  Serena 
tyndall  Hill,  is  a  member  of  the 
Deep  Run  Church. 

Although  Perry  and  Reba 
lever  had  children  of  their  own, 
hey  were  fond  of  children  and 
tlways  had  a  deep  interest  in 
'oung  people.  Reba,  now 
etired,  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  North  Carolina  for 
brty-three  years:  three  years 
n  Jones  County  and  forty  years 
h  Lenoir  County.  She  also 
aught  Sunday  school  for  many 
'rears  and  served  as  treasurer 
>f  the  Deep  Run  Woman's  Aux- 
liary. 
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Mount  Olive  College 

Perry  was  a  farmer,  rural  mail  carrier,  a  merchant  and  served 
in  the  Medical  Division  of  the  U.S.  Army  during  World  War  I.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  Ruritan  Club. 

In  establishing  the  endowment,  Reba  declared,  "Perry  and  I 
have  always  had  an  interest  in  Christian  education.  We  have  been 
friends  of  Mount  Olive  College  through  the  years,  and  through  this 
endowment  I  want  to  both  memorialize  Perry  and  help  spread  the 
gospel." 

COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President,  explains  the  bleacher  seat  project  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ervin  Foreman  of  Pinetown,  North  Carolina.  The  Forcmans  are  members  of 
Shiloh  Church  and  have  been  long-time  supporters  of  the  College.  Two  of  their 
daughters,  Judy  Foreman  Hutton  of  Wingate  and  Faye  Foreman  Jones  of 
Wilkesboro,  attended  Mount  Olive  College. 

Five  chairs  and  two  bleacher  seats  for  College  Hall  were  con- 
tributed to  Mount  Olive  College  during  the  week  of  March  20-26.  To 
date  903  chairs  ($50  each)  and  320  bleacher  seats  ($100  each)  have 
been  sponsored. 

Summary  of  Gifts  for  Seats  in  College  Hall 

Contributed 


Chairs 

Bleacher  Seats 


Goal 

800 
1,200 

Chairs:  March  20-26 


or  Pledged  Balance 

903  103  over! 


Donors 

Sarecta  Church,  Kenansville 

In  Memory  of  Josephine  S.  Hudnell 

By  Marie  Hudnell  Magee,  Aurora 
In  Memory  of  H.  W.  Hudnell 

By  Marie  Hudnell  Magee,  Aurora 
Iris  Pittman,  Kenly 

Total 


Bleachers:  March  20-26 


Donors 


In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Strickland 

By  Edgewood  Adult  Sunday  School  Class,  Maccles- 
field 

Mr.  Tommy  Turner,  Mount  Olive 
Maggie  Little  Circle  of  Sweet  Gum  Grove,  Stokes 
Total 

(Turn  the  Page) 


320 


Number 
of  Chairs 

2 
1 


Number  of 
Bleacher 
Seats 


l 
2 


880 


Amount 

$100 
50 

50 

50 


$250 


Amount 

$  50 


100 
50 


$200 
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COLLEGE  HALL  BLEACHER  SEAT  DONORS 
October  1983 -February  1984 

(The  following  gifts  have 
not  been  previously  published. ) 

Donors  Number  of 

Bleacher  Seats 
($100  each) 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Doris  D.  Shaw  1 

By  Mr.  Breedlove  Shaw,  Mount  Olive 

Mr.  Jack  Williams,  Faison  1 

Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Williams,  Faison  1 

Mr.  J.  E.  Joyner,  Mount  Olive  1 

Penny  Joyner,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  Elwood  Goodson  Sr. ,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mrs.  Katherine  O.  Goodson,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  Elwood  Goodson  Jr . ,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mrs.  Cherrie  G.  Kincaid,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mrs.  Kathy  G.  Cole,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Memory  of  Robert  R.  Martin  1 

By  Mrs.  Lorelle  F.  Martin,  Mount  Olive 

Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Memory  of  Aldo  Costa  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  J.  Costa,  Goldsboro 

Miss  Margaret  Martin,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mrs.  Edna  Scarborough,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring  1 

By  Mr.  Ottis  Barrow,  Goldsboro 

H  &  C  Enterprises,  Mount  Olive  1 

The  Drewry  E.  Moore  Family,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  W.  M.  Raynor,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mount  Olive  Printing  and  Publishing  Company  1 

The  R.  C.  Warren  Family,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Oates,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  Tinker  Bell,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mrs.  Mildred  Southerland  Councill,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Councill,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  June  Martin,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Honor  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Lownes  Jr.  1 

By  Mrs.  M.  M.  Lownes  Jr.,  Mount  Olive 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  Kinston  1 

In  Memory  of  Robert  F.  Mooring  1 

By  Lucy,  Bob  and  Charles  Mooring,  La  Grange 

In  Memory  of  Passmore  and  Ada  Barrow  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  L.  Barrow,  Snow  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Barrow,  Wilson 

Verdie  Barrow  Newbern,  Powells  Point 

Mrs.  Kay  Houston,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Honor  of  Mr.  Dewey  Houston  1 

By  Mrs.  Kay  Houston,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Rose  Raper  1 

By  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonnie  Rackley,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  Anderson,  Mount  Olive  5 

Anonymous  1  3 

Miss  Lizzie  S.  Britt,  Turkey  1 

Mr.  Mickey  McClenny,  Goldsboro  1 

Mr.  Elwood  Wiggins,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Memory  of  Delia  Hughes  Lane  1 

By  Mr.  William  D.  Lane,  Faison 

In  Memory  of  Eva  H.  Moore  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Moore,  Turkey 

Kraft's  Studio,  Inc. ,  Mount  Olive  1 

MasterKraf t  Photo  Lab ,  Mount  Olive  1 

Mount  Olive  Police  Officers  Betterment  Association  2 

Mrs.  June  Martin,  Mount  Olive  1 

In  Memory  of  Ray  Scarborough  1 

By  Mrs.  Edna  Scarborough,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Jim  and  Carrie  Herring  1 

By  Mrs.  Lynn  H.  Joyner,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Inez  L.  Dail  1 

By  Blanche  and  Ralph  N.  Dail,  Mount  Olive 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Borgognoni,  Mount  Olive  1 
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E.J.  Pope  and  Son,  Inc.,  Mount  Olive 

Garner  Brothers,  Inc. ,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Essie  Lee  and  Curtis  Owens 

By  Dr.  Hilda  F.  Owens,  Columbia,  SC 
In  Honor  of  Faculty  and  Staff  of  Mount  Olive  College 

By  Dr.  Hilda  F.  Owens,  Columbia,  SC 
In  Honor  of  A.  Worth  Aycock  / 

By  Mrs.  Rose  F.  Chamlee,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  Margaret  F.  Aycock 

By  Mrs.  Rose  F.  Chamlee,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Yates,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Bryan,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Ben  R.  Boyette  Sr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  L.  Coltrane,  children,  and 

grandchildren  of  Ben  R.  Boyette  Sr.,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  Judy  Jackson 

By  Mr.  Woodard  Jackson,  Dudley 
In  Honor  of  Woodard  Jackson 

By  Mrs.  Judy  Jackson,  Dudley 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Summerlin,  Mount  Olive 
Anonymous  2 

Ray  and  Chris  Amon,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  Cletus  Brock,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Sadie  Brock,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Vinson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Elks 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Sam  H.  Hocutt  Sr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  Vinson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Jack  Jr.,  Cynthia,  Terrie  and  Jennifer  Smith 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Williamson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Vinson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Ann  W.  Beasley 

By  Mr.  George  G.  Beasley,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  George  G.  Beasley,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodney  Knowles,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Wilkins 

By  Mrs.  Eva  J.  Wilkins,  Mount  Olive 
Mount  Olive  Copy  and  Print,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  Charlie  McClenny,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Sue  McClenny,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Harvey  Campbell  and  Mary  Benbow 

McPhail 

By  Mary  E.  McPhail,  Greensboro 
Mr.  Bill  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
Southern  Belle  Motel,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  Bryce  H.  Ficken,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  J.  W.  Rackley,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Jack  Barfield  and  Jack  Barfield  Jr. 

By  Mrs.  Jack  Barfield,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Hettie  E.  Flowers 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnnie  Baker,  Wrightsville  Beach 
In  Memory  of  Mossett  L.  Flowers 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnnie  Baker,  Wrightsville  Beach 
In  Honor  of  Shelton  Neal  Price 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelton  Price 
In  Honor  of  Jennifer  Rose  Price 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelton  Price 
Mr.  B.  E.  Bryan,  Calypso 
In  Memory  of  Birdie  Hoffman  Phillips 

By  Dr.  E.  Lee  Glover,  Everett,  PA 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  B.  Bass,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  James  Hugh  Draughon  Sr. 

By  Anonymous  3 
Dr.  William  A.  Potts,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Ann  F.  Potts,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  English  Adams 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  L.  Adams,  Mount  Olive 
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Ii  [onor  of  Jim  Adams 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  L.  Adams,  Mount  Olive 
I.  lemory  of  D.  O.  Thompson 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  G.  Francis,  Mount  Olive 
Ii  lemory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Francis 

<By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  G.  Francis,  Mount  Olive 
j/tonor  of  William  S.  Wilkins  Sr. 

By  Mrs.  William  S.  Wilkins  and  Family,  Mount  Olive 
Ir  lemory  of  Nan  Gamer 

By  the  Honorable  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Whitley  and 
I  Family,  Mount  Olive 
Irjlonor  of  Lorelle  F.  Martin 

^By  Mrs.  Marguerite  F.  Royster,  Garner 
Ir  lemory  of  R.  R.  Hines 

By  Mrs.  R.  R.  Hines,  Mount  Olive 
[r  lemory  of  Willis  B.  Honeycutt 

By  Mrs.  Louise  S.  Honeycutt,  Mount  Olive 
foylemory  of  Boyce  Honeycutt 

By  Mrs.  Louise  S.  Honeycutt,  Mount  Olive 
Vs.  Starkey  Moore  Cherry,  Mount  Olive 
Ptard  and  Perry,  Incorporated,  Goldsboro 
IiMemory  of  John  Manuel  Bevell 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  Bevell,  Goldsboro 
Amymous  4 

Ii  Memory  of  G.  Robert  Johnson 

By  Mr.  George  A.  Johnson,  Goldsboro 
IiMemory  of  Rachel  C.  Johnson 

|  By  Mr.  George  A.  Johnson,  Goldsboro 
Ti  Exchange  Club  of  Mount  Olive,  Mount  Olive 
L  Memory  of  Brunetta  Outlaw  Dowling 

!  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beverly  Whitfield,  Mount  Olive 
IHonor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major  Lanier  Jr. 
]  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wheeler  Jr.,  Long  Beach 
I  rlonor  of  Tracy  Leigh  Brandle 

By  Mr.  Edwin  G.  Brandle,  Raleigh 
I  Memory  of  Headley  Morris  Cox 

By  Mrs.  M.  C.  Gage,  Wilmington 
I  Memory  of  Frank  English  Cox 
1  By  Mrs.  M.  T.  Murray,  Wilmington 
I  Honor  of  Mrs.  Betty  H.  Wilkins 

By  Mr.  William  S.  Wilkins  Sr.,  Mount  Olive 
1.  William  S.  Wilkins  Jr.,  Mount  Olive 
ft.  John  William  Wilkins  II,  Mount  Olive 
I  Honor  of  The  Mount  Olive  Rescue  Service 
I  By  the  Mount  Olive  Rescue  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
I  Honor  of  L.  Graham  Creech 

By  Mrs.  Verla  P.  Creech,  Newton  Grove 
1  Memory  of  Bettie  M.  Dail 

By  Blanche  and  Ralph  Dail,  Mount  Olive 
]  Honor  of  Mary  Edythe  McPhail 

By  Nephews  and  Nieces  of  Mary  Edythe  McPhail, 
Mount  Olive 

liHonor  of  Eddice  and  Martha  McPhail  King 
By  Mary  Benbow  McPhail  Memorial  Fund, 
Greensboro 
rs.  Margaret  K.  Southerland,  Mount  Olive 
Jr.  Council  Southerland,  Mount  Olive 
'sunt  Olive  Extension  Homemakers,  Mount  Olive 
:  Memory  of  Mr.  Barnie  R.  Raper 

By  Mrs.  Hazel  R.  Odom,  Mount  Olive 
list  Used  Cars,  Inc.,  Mount  Olive 
.  britton's  Jewelry  Store,  Mount  Olive 
"and  H  Amoco  Service  Station 
Honor  of  Jeff  Wilson  Thigpen 
;  By  Mr.  Clarence  G.  Wilson,  Mount  Olive 
r.  Clarence  G.  Wilson,  Mount  Olive 
Memory  of  Mary  Pate  House 
By  Mr.  C.  C.  Lane,  Calypso 
Honor  of  R.  Glenn  Hooks 

By  Mrs.  R.  Glenn  Hooks,  Fremont 
Memory  of  W.  A.  "Punk"  Wooten 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Glenn  Hooks,  Fremont 
inrise  Kiwanis  Club,  Goldsboro 


In  Honor  of  Mr.  Nate  Reynolds  1 

By  Mrs.  Lyon  S.  Reynolds,  Goldsboro 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  E.  and  Mary  G.  Hart  1 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hill,  Hookerton 
Mr.  A.  N.  Martin,  Mount  Olive  1 
Mrs.  Ann  Martin,  Mount  Olive  1 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sophia  H.  Potts  1 

By  Miss  Lena  May  Sutton,  Faison 
In  Memory  of  Nancy  Rowe  Overman  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iwin  Rowe,  Pikeville 
Mrs.  Ruby  G.Grady,  Mount  Olive  1 
Mr.  Stephen  Lee  Raper,  Goldsboro  1 
Mrs.  Caroline  Beasley  Raper,  Goldsboro  1 
In  Honor  of  Elmaand  J.  T.  Beddard  Jr.  1 

By  Mr.  Wesley  E.  Beddard,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Elizabeth  Johnson  1 

By  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Nathan  Johnson  1 

By  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Matthew  Johnson  1 

By  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Robert  Johnson  1 

By  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Parmalee  P.  Garrity,  Mount  Olive  1 
Mr.  M.  Henry  Garrity,  Mount  Olive  1 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Garner,  Mount  Olive  1 
In  Honor  of  Thesia  Garner  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Garner,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Phyllis  Garner  Sloan  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Garner,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Doug  Sloan  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Garner,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Felcia  and  Adam  Sloan  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Garner,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  Doug  West,  Raleigh  1 
In  Memory  of  Wiley  Carson  Dilda  1 

By  Mr.  Kenneth  Dilda,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Joyce  T.  Andrews,  Faison  1 
Mr.  James  E.  Andrews,  Faison  1 
The  Student  Government  Association  of  Mount  Olive 

College,  1983-84  4 
In  Honor  of  the  Women's  Dorm  Council,  1983-84  3 

By  The  Student  Government  Association  of  Mount 

Olive  College,  1983-84 
In  Honor  of  the  Men's  Dorm  Council,  1983-84  3 

By  The  Student  Government  Association  of  Mount 

Olive  College,  1983-84 
Mr.  Eddie  Thomdyke,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  Richard  Blackwelder,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Beverly  S.  Blackwelder,  Mount  Olive 
Frank  and  Vivian  Harrison,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Russell  Brock 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brad  Brock  and  Family, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Grady  and  Family, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg  Morgan,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Brock 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brad  Brock  and  Family, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Grady  and  Family, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg  Morgan,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Coaches  Bob  McEvoy,  Larry  Dean  and 

Almond  Warrick 

By  Mr.  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Michael  S.  McEvoy 

By  Mr.  Bob  McEvoy,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Shackelford 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Meyer 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Brogden 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr. ,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  R.  Lambert 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr. ,  Calypso 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Harrell 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neil  Mallory 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Taylor 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Herring 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Edwina  Sutton  Kornegay 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Hervy  B.  Kornegay  Jr. 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delano  Hill 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Sutton 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Miss  Carolyn  Anne  Kornegay 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Hervy  B.  Kornegay  Sr. 

By  Dr.  Hervy  Kornegay  Sr.,  Calypso 
In  Honor  of  Kimberly  Dawn  Rivenbark 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Rivenbark,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Mark  Rivenbark 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Rivenbark,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Rivenbark,  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Mary  G.  Smith,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  Larry  S.  Dean,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Jeffrey  Stuart  Lassiter 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Suzanne  Elizabeth  Bailey 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Justin  Maehue  Bailey 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Matthew  Bradley  Hood 

By  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Bobby  G.  and  Jo  Ann  S.  Darden 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delano  Hill,  Mount  Olive 
Kappa  Chi  Members  of  Mount  Olive  College,  1983-84 
Mr.  James  M.  Britt,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Jan  H.  Jones 

By  Mr.  Harold  R.  Jones,  Goldsboro 
Mr.  Harold  R.  Jones,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Wood 

By  Miss  Pamela  R.  Wood 
In  Honor  of  Ricky  J.  Jones 

By  Mr.  James  E.  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Joyce  W.  Jones 

By  Mr.  James  E.  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
Mr.  James  E.  Jones,  Mount  Olive 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Jones  and  Family,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Jack  Lister 

By  Mr.  Harvey  W.  Reinhardt,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Joseph  S.  Reinhardt 

By  Mr.  Harvey  W.  Reinhardt,  Mount  Olive 
Catharine  and  Harvey  Reinhardt,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  King  Solomon  Pigford 

By  Miss  Linda  Pigford,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Leslie  Earl  Coker 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Leslie  Earl  Coker 

By  Mr.  Don  E.  Hargrove,  Calypso 
Mr.  Harry  Ellsworth  Sutton  Sr.,  Mount  Olive 
Lorraine  Westbrook  Sutton,  Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Harry  and  Dixie  Sutton 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ellsworth  Sutton  Sr., 

Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Johnny  Michael  Sutton 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ellsworth  Sutton  Sr., 

Mount  Olive 
In  Honor  of  Mike,  Cathy  and  Nicole  Hardy 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ellsworth  Sutton  Sr., 

Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Alvin  and  Carl  Barrow 


1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

In  Honor  of  Earl  and  Ottis  Barrow 
1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

In  Honor  of  Roy  and  P.  L.  Barrow  Jr. 
1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange  1 

In  Honor  of  Trey  and  Tyler  Mooring  , 
1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

In  Honor  of  Austin  and  Kristin  Mooring 
1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

In  Honor  of  Verdie  Newbern 
1  By  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

Mr.  Rex  Moody,  Mount  Olive 
1         Mrs.  Ellen  Moody,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  David  Whitfield 
1  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnell  Whitfield,  Mount  Olive 

Mr.  Barton  W.  Baldwin,  Mount  Olive 
1         In  Honor  of  Brenda  S.  Baldwin 

By  Mr.  Barton  W.  Baldwin,  Mount  Olive 
1         In  Honor  of  Frances  Nicole  Baldwin 
1  By  Mr.  Barton  W.  Baldwin,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  William  Whitfield  Baldwin  II 
1  By  Mr.  Barton  W.  Baldwin,  Mount  Olive 

WFMC  Radio  Station,  Goldsboro 
1        Mr.  Joseph  Ray  Mooring  Jr. ,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  Alma  Davis  Mooring 
1  By  Mr.  Joseph  Ray  Mooring  Jr. ,  Mount  Olive 

1        In  Honor  of  Sean  Mooring 

1  By  Mr.  Joseph  Ray  Mooring  Jr.,  Mount  Olive 

1        In  Honor  of  Judy  Mooring 

By  Mr.  Joseph  Ray  Mooring  Jr.,  Mount  Olive 
1        In  Honor  of  Millicent  Paige  Mooring 

By  Mr.  Joseph  Ray  Mooring  Jr.,  Mount  Olive 
1        Team  Sports,  Goldsboro 

In  Memory  of  Vernon  S.  Tanner 
1  By  the  Willis  Brown  Jr.  Family,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Willis  A.  Brown  Sr. 
1  By  the  Willis  Brown  Jr.  Family,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Patricia  Neal  Walker 
1  By  the  Willis  Brown  Jr.  Family,  Mount  Olive 

1        In  Honor  of  Chris  Brown 

1  By  the  Willis  Brown  Jr.  Family,  Mount  Olive 

In  Honor  of  Mark  Brown 
1  By  the  Willis  Brown  Jr.  Family,  Mount  Olive 

1        Mr.  W.  Carroll  Turner,  Mount  Olive 

In  Memory  of  Donald  Wayne  Stallings 
1  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Vernon  and  Family,  Mount 

Olive 

1        In  Honor  of  Gregory  E .  Faircloth 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Faircloth  Jr.,  Clemmons 

1  Mr.  Rodney  Ramsey,  Newark,  NJ 

2  In  Memory  of  Nathaniel  S.  Stokes 

1  By  Mrs.  Ida  Stokes,  New  Bern 

In  Honor  of  their  Children:  Danny  Smith,  Robyn  Smith 
1  and  Corbett  Cummings 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haywood  Cummings,  Mount  Olive 
1        Mrs.  Evelyn  J.  Johnson,  Tarboro 
1        Mrs.  Jo  Johnson,  Mount  Olive 

Mrs.  Christine  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
1        Mr.  Ed  Howell,  Mount  Olive 
1        In  Honor  of  Mr.  Eddie  Goodman 

By  Brad  and  Kaye  Brock,  Mount  Olive 
1        In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Pauline  Goodman 
1  By  Brad  and  Kaye  Brock,  Mount  Olive 

1        In  Memory  of  Phillip  W.  Pigford 

By  Miss  Linda  P.  Pigford,  Mount  Olive 

Kiwanis  Club  of  Mount  Olive,  Mount  Olive 
1        Edith  and  Tony  Gurganus,  Mount  Olive 

Mr.  Sherwood  Jernigan,  Mount  Olive 

Miss  Jan  Pittman,  Class  of  1981,  Raleigh 
1        In  Honor  of  Susan  Renee  Bryan 

By  Mrs.  Janet  Bryan,  Dudley 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
SPRING  VISITATION  DAY 

FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  AND  THEIR  PARENTS 

Saturday,  April  14,  1984 

REGISTRATION:  9:45  a.m.,  COLLEGE  HALL 


»  CAMPUS  TOURS 

i  SMALL  GROUP  DISCUSSIONS 

Admissions,  Financial  Aid,  Student  Life,  and 
Other  Topics 
»  ENTERTAINMENT 
Mount  Olive  College  Singers 
New  Creations 

Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir 

PICNIC  LUNCH 

SCHOLARSHIP  INTERVIEWS 

INDrvroUAL  CONFERENCES  WITH 
FACULTY  MEMBERS 

SPECIAL  CONFERENCES  FOR  COMMUN- 
ITY JUNIOR  COLLEGE  TRANSFER  STU- 
DENTS 


The  Town  of  Mount  Olive  has  planned  its  annual 
Festival  of  Flowers  for  Saturday,  April  14. 
We  invite  you  to  participate  in  the  activities  throughout  the  afternoon. 


PLEASE  RETURN 
THIS  FORM 
BY  APRIL  10 


PLEASE  DETACH  AND  MADL 

□  YES,  LOOK  FOR  ME  APRIL  14 

□  I  WILL  BE  UNABLE  TO  ATTEND. 
PLEASE  SEND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMA- 
TION. 


I  plan  to  bring, 
guests. 


Name 
City_ 


Address 


State 


Zip 


Telephone  (  ) 
School   


Career  Interest 


Year  of  Graduation 


Please  arrange  a  conference  with: 

□  Financial  Aid  Officer  □  Faculty  Member  in  the  field  of 

□  Admissions  Personnel 

□  Scholarship  Committee 


□  Mount  Olive  Singers  (Audition) 

□  Other   
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
APRIL 


8 


Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  22-24 

HE  SAID  HE  WOULD 
At  a  certain  church  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age 
was  examined  for  membership.  After  he  had 
spoken  of  his  sense  of  guilt,  came  the  question, 
"What  did  you  do  when  you  felt  yourself  so  great 
a  sinner? ' '  and  the  eyes  of  the  boy  brightened  as 
he  answered,  "I  just  went  to  Jesus  and  told  Him 
how  sinful  I  was,  and  how  sorry  I  was,  and  asked 
Him  to  forgive  me."  "And  do  you  hope  at  times 
that  Jesus  heard  you  and  forgave  your  sins?"  "I 
don't  only  hope  so,  sir,  I  know  He  did."  The 
oldest  of  them  raised  his  glasses  and  peered  into 
the  face  of  the  little  candidate,  and  said,  "You 
say  you  'know'  that  Jesus  forgave  your  sin?" 
"Yes,  sir,"  was  the  prompt  answer.  "You  mean, 
my  son,  that  you  hope  Jesus  has  pardoned  your 
sins."  "I  hope  He  has,  and  I  know  it,  too,"  said 
the  boy,  with  a  bright  smile  on  his  manly  face. 
"How  do  you  know  it,  my  son?"  Every  eye  was 
intent  on  the  little  respondent.  "He  said  He 
would,"  said  the  boy,  with  a  look  of  astonish- 
ment, as  if  amazed  that  anyone  should  doubt  it. 


/  know  not  what  the  future  hath 
Of  marvel  or  surprise, 

Assured  alone  that  life  and  death 
His  mercy  underlies. 


MONDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  25-27 

FEELING  OR  BELIEVING? 
Someone  asked  Luther,  "Do  you  feel  that  you 

have  been  forgiven?" 
He  answered,  "No!  but  I'm  as  sure  as  there's  a 

God  in  Heaven. 
"For  feelings  come  and  feelings  go,  and  feelings 

are  deceiving; 
My  warrant  is  the  Word  of  God,  nought  else  is 

worth  believing. 
Though  all  my  heart  should  feel  condemned  for 

want  of  some  sweet  token, 
There  is  One  greater  than  my  heart  whose  word 

cannot  be  broken. 
I'll  trust  in  God's  unchanging  Word  till  soul  and 

body  sever; 

For  though  all  things  shall  pass  away  His  Word 
shall  stand  forever." 


/  know  not  where  His  islands  lift 
Their  fronded  palms  in  air; 

I  only  know  I  cannot  drift 

Beyond  His  love  and  care. 


TUESDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Samuel  28-31 

I  KNOW  I  HAVE 

They  had  been  talking  with  Dr.  W.  I 
Griffith-Thomas  night  after  night,  endeavorir 
to  win  him,  then  a  young  doctor,  for  Chrisj 
Nothing  they  said  seemed  to  cut  through  tt 
mental  fog  that  blocked  the  way  to  a  clesj 
understanding  of  salvation.  Finally  realizir 
that  the  young  man's  difficulty  was  his  own  i] 
ability  to  "feel"  saved,  Mr.  Poole  took  a  cot 
and  handing  it  to  Dr.  Griffith-Thomas  asked  hii 
to  put  it  in  his  vest-pocket. 

"Do  you  feel  you've  got  it?"  Mr.  Poo!| 
asked. 

"No,"  replied  the  young  doctor,  "I  know 
have." 

"So,"  Mr.  Poole  rejoined,  "we  know  we  ha\, 
Christ  when  we  accept  Him  and  believe  H, 
Word,  without  feeling  it." 

Dr.  Griffith-Thomas  testified  later,  "When, 
awoke  the  next  morning  my  soul  was  overfloy 
ing  with  joy,  and  since  then  I  have  never  doubte 
that  it  was  on  that  Saturday  night  I  was  'boij 
again'— converted  to  God." 


To  be  assured  of  our  salvation  is  no  arrogai 
stoutness.  It  is  faith.  It  is  devotion.  It  is  ru 
presumption.  It  is  God's  promise. 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Samuel  1,  2 

"THOU  REMAINEST!" 
When  winter  reigns,  and  flowers  are  dead, 
And  song  birds  with  their  songs  have  fled; 
When  trees  are  etched  on  leaden  skies, 
And  poverty  in  anguish  cries, 
And  funeral  trains  go  o'er  the  snow, 
O  God,  how  good  it  is  to  know— 
That  Thou  remainest! 

When  man  his  courage  would  reveal, 
When  he  would  build  his  towers  of  steel 
And  granite  blocks  to  pierce  the  sky, 
And  would  the  hand  of  time  defy; 
While  here  is  strength,  yet  he  doth  know 
That  these  as  well  some  day  must  go; 
For  ruins  fill  the  ancient  world, 
And  to  the  depth  man's  pride  is  hurled 
But  Thou  remainest! 

Why  should  I  grieve  and  be  afraid 
When  in  the  grave  my  hopes  are  laid? 
Well  do  I  know  that  death  must  be 
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Unless  my  Lord  shall  come  for  me ; 
Therefore,  build  I  my  life  on  Thee, 
Foundation  of  eternity— 
For  Thou  remainest! 


Luther's  reply  was  simple.  "Where  I 
now.  In  the  hands  of  Almighty  God." 


am 


/  believe  the  promises  of  God  enough  to  ven- 
re  an  eternity  on  them. 


HURSDAY, 
PRIL 
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Sjripture  Reading  -2  Samuel  3-5 

SURE  OF  HIS  SALVATION 
It  is  a  long  time  since  Herodotus  described 
L  little  folk  of  distant  Central  Africa,  but  the 
jtepel  has  at  last  reached  them.  Miss  Bell  of  the 
irica  Inland  Mission  describes  one  to  whom  she 
Id  often  preached,  asking  him  if  he  had  at  last 
taeived  the  words  of  God.  "Yes,  we  have,"  he 
uswered.  "Every  night  we  meet  for  prayer.  We 
jhg,  'Jesus  Loves  Me'  and  'What  Can  Wash 
.Way  My  Sins?'  and  then  call  on  God  to  protect 
I  in  the  night."  Miss  Bell  then  inquired  if  he 
<ere  sure  that,  on  death,  he  would  go  to  Heaven. 
'ie  Pygmy  stood  at  attention,  hand  at  salute, 
iU  said,  "When  I  die  I  will  go  to  God's  village.  I 
<pi  salute,  and  say,  'Greetings,  God.  I  am  come 

I  my  house  in  Your  village.'  And  when  He  asks 
le  what  permission  I  have  to  enter,  I  will  tell 
jlm  that  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  died  for  me  and 
ashed  my  heart  clean  in  His  blood.  Then  He  will 

II  me,  'Enter;  your  house  is  waiting  for  you.'  " 
Iss  Bell's  comment:  "He  was  perfectly  sure 
jout  his  salvation— and  so  am  I! " 


"J  go  to  my  everlasting  rest.  My  sun  has 
sen,  shone,  and  is  setting — nay,  it  is  about  to 
se  and  shine  forever.  I  have  not  lived  in  vain, 
nd  though  I  could  live  to  preach  Christ  a  thou- 
ind  years,  I  die  to  be  with  Him,  which  is  far  bet- 


T. 


TODAY, 
lPRIL 
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ripture  Reading— 2  Samuel  6-9 

SAFE  HIDING 
When  Martin  Luther  was  in  the  throes  of  the 

eformation  and  the  Pope  was  trying  to  bring 
im  back  to  the  Catholic  church,  he  sent  a  car- 
inal  to  deal  with  Luther  and  buy  him  with  gold. 

The  cardinal  wrote  to  the  Pope,  "The  fool 
oes  not  love  gold."  The  cardinal,  when  he  could 
Dt  convince  Luther,  said  to  him,  "What  do  you 
link  the  Pope  cares  for  the  opinions  of  a  Ger- 
lan  boer?  The  Pope's  little  finger  is  stronger 
lan  all  Germany.  Do  you  expect  your  princes  to 
ike  up  arms  to  defend  you— you,  a  wretched 

orm  like  you?  I  tell  you  no.  And  where  will  you 
je  then?" 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Whichever  way  the  wind  doth  blow, 
Some  soul  is  glad  to  have  it  so; 
Then  blow  it  east,  or  blow  it  west, 
The  wind  that  blows,  that  wind  is  best. 


SATURDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Samuel  10-12 

HE  CANNOT  DENY  HIMSELF 
Spurgeon  used  to  tell  the  story  of  an  illiterate 
old  woman  who  was  a  humble  follower  of  the 
Lamb.  A  skeptical  neighbor  loved  to  poke  fun  at 
her,  especially  at  the  assurance  she  displayed 
regarding  her  own  salvation.  "How  do  you  know 
that?"  he  asked.  "God  tells  me  so  a  hundred 
times,"  she  answered,  and  then  she  quoted  one 
promise  after  another,  especially  from  John's 
first  Letter,  the  Epistle  of  Christian  assurance, 
where  the  phrase,  "We  know,"  is  used  fourteen 
times  in  five  short  chapters.  The  question  was 
then  shot  at  her,  "Suppose  God  doesn't  keep  His 
Word?"  Quickly  she  answered:  "His  loss  would 
be  greater  than  mine.  I  would  lose  my  soul.  He 
would  lose  His  honor."  She  was  right. 


Oh,  we  have  a  great  God,  a  wonderful  God! 
He  cannot  deny  Himself. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 

HE  LEADETH  ME 

In  pastures  green?  Not  always;  sometimes  He 
Who  knoweth  best  in  kindness  leadeth  me 
In  weary  ways,  where  heavy  shadows  be, 
Out  of  the  sunshine,  warm  and  soft  and  bright, 
Out  of  the  sunshine  into  darkest  night ; 
I  oft  would  faint  with  sorrow  and  affright 
Only  for  this— I  know  He  holds  my  hand, 
So  whether  in  a  green  or  desert  land 
I  trust,  although  I  may  not  understand. 

And  by  still  waters?  No,  not  always  so; 
Ofttimes  the  heavy  tempests  round  me  blow, 
And  o'er  my  soul  the  waves  and  billows  go, 
But  when  the  storm  beats  loudest,  and  I  cry 
Aloud  for  help,  the  Master  standeth  by 
And  whispers  to  my  soul:  "Lo!  it  is  I." 
Above  the  tempest  wild  I  hear  Him  say : 
"Beyond  this  darkness  lies  the  perfect  day; 
In  every  path  of  thine  I  lead  the  way." 

So  whether  on  the  hilltop  high  and  fair 

I  dwell,  or  in  the  sunless  valley  where 

The  shadows  lie— what  matters?  He  is  there. 

And  more  than  this;  where'er  the  pathway  lead, 

He  gives  to  me  no  helpless,  broken  reed. 

But  His  own  hand  sufficient  for  my  need. 

So  where  He  leadeth  I  can  safely  go; 

And  in  the  blest  hereafter  I  shall  know 

Why,  in  His  wisdom,  He  hath  led  me  so. 

— L.  Fitzgerald 

17 


Sunday  School  Lessorf 


For  April  8 

CONFRONTATION  IN 
JERUSALEM 

Lesson   Text:    Mark  11:8-10, 

15-19,  27-33 
Memory  Verse :  Mark  12 : 10 

President  Harry  S.  Truman, 
who  carried  the  scars  and 
callouses  of  Missouri's  rough- 
and-tumble  politics,  used  to 
say,  "If  you  can't  stand  the 
heat,  stay  out  of  the  kitchen! " 

Some  folk  still  remember  the 
sweltering  heat  of  old- 
fashioned  farm  kitchens  when 
wood-burning  stoves  were  fired 
up  to  cook  and  can  tomatoes  in 
midsummer  without  benefit  of 
air  conditioning.  It  was  no 
place  for  one  with  a  delicate 
constitution.  Neither  was  Mr. 
Truman's  political  arena,  with 
its  lusty  combat. 

Some  people  thrive  on  the 
heat  of  controversy.  Others 
abhor  it,  and  will  excuse 
themselves  from  the  "kitchen" 
at  the  first  sign  of  warm 
disagreement.  They  "just  don't 
talk  politics  or  religion." 

How  did  religion  get  into  this 
discussion?  By  its  very  nature ! 
You  can't  keep  it  out,  for 
religion  is  the  human  ex- 
perience of  the  ages-long  con- 
frontation between  God  and  the 
devil.  And  the  devil  infiltrates 
the  field  of  religion  at  all  levels, 
using  to  his  own  advantage  the 
procedures  that  were  designed 
to  serve  God. 

That  is  the  condition  into 
which  Jesus  came.  His  identity 
with  God  brought  Him  into  con- 
flict not  only  with  the  demons 
He  found  controlling  certain 
social  outcasts,  but  also  with 
the  Satanic  spirit  He  found 
dominating  certain  "men  of 
God."  The  heat  of  controversy 
surrounded  Him  as  long  as  He 
was  on  earth.  He  was  rejected 
by  the  nation's  leaders,  was 
threatened,  and  suffered  pain 
and  finally  death.  However, 
God  raised  Him  from  the  dead 


to  continue  the  warfare  until 
Satan  is  at  last  destroyed. 

Followers  of  Christ  cannot 
expect  to  be  wholly  exempt 
from  the  controversy  that  so 
thoroughly  involved  Him.  He 
said,  in  fact,  "I  came  not  to 
send  peace,  but  a  sword.  For  I 
am  come  to  set  a  man  at 
variance  against  his  father  .... 
And  a  man's  foes  shall  be  they 
of  his  own  household"  (Mat- 
thew 10:34-36).  Belligerence  or 
quarrelsomeness  is,  of  course, 
no  part  of  the  Christian 
character,  as  it  was  no  part  of 
Christ's  character.  Neither, 
however,  is  it  that  passive  sub- 
missiveness  or  timid  silence 
that  seems  to  condone  every 
wickedness  in  order  to  avoid 
confrontation. 

The  overheated  "kitchen"  of 
controversy  can  be  most  un- 
comfortable. Sensitive  souls 
are  genuinely  hurt  by  it.  Jesus 
was.  The  injury  He  suffered  in 
fervent  confrontation  became  a 
part  of  the  self-sacrifice 
through  which  He  purchased 
our  salvation.  Our  comradeship 
with  Him  in  necessary  conflict 
becomes  an  important  part  of 
our  life  in  Christ.  He  who  loves 
a  fight  will  receive  no  honors 
for  indulging  his  hobby ;  but  the 
lover  of  peace  will  find  a 
special  closeness  to  the  Prince 
of  Peace  through  the  endurance 
of  warfare  with  and  for  Him. 

Crowded  and  eventful  days 
concluded  the  earthly  ministry 
of  Jesus.  He  approached 
Jerusalem  through  Jericho, 
where  He  healed  two  men  of 
blindness  (Matthew  20:29-34). 
There  also  He  found  and 
brought  salvation  to  Zaccheus, 
the  tax  collector  (Luke  19:1-10). 
Six  days  before  the  Passover 
Jesus  arrived  in  Bethany  and 
attended  a  dinner  as  the  guest 
of  Lazarus  and  his  sisters.  It 
was  this  Lazarus  whom  Jesus 
had  raised  from  the  dead.  One 
of  the  sisters,  Mary,  anointed 
Him  lavishly,  and  He  said  it 
was  in  preparation  for  His 
burial  (John  12:1-7). 


When  Jesus  enter  | 
Jerusalem  on  the  first  day! 
the  week,  He  did  so  in  a  manul 
that  clearly  fulfilled  the  Mtl 
sianic  prophecy  of  Zecharil 
9:9:  "Rejoice  greatly,  I 
daughter  of  Zion;  shout,  L 
daughter  of  Jerusalem :  beho 
thy  King  cometh  unto  thee:  | 
is  just,  and  having  salvatiol 
lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  aid 
and  upon  a  colt  the  foal  of  1 
ass."  Until  this  time  Jesus  h;|i 
been  careful  not  to  declare  t  j 
messiahship  publicly 
Galilee,  where  nationalist! 
zeal  ran  high  and  a  spirit  J 
revolution  seethed  againa 
Rome.  Now,  followed  by  ^ 
throng  of  Galileans  going 
Jerusalem  for  the  Passover,  I* 
showed  Himself  as  their  e 
pected  Messiah.  In  rece; 
months  also  He  had  avoidd 
any  public  appearance  ] 
Jerusalem,  so  as  not  to  stir  u 
the  bitter  enmity  of  the  temp; 
officers.  Now  He  prepared  i 
enter  the  city  at  the  center  of,, 
rejoicing  throng.  It  was  tiny 
for  Jesus  to  declare  Himse, 
and  that  He  did,  dramatically 

At  the  conclusion  of  eveii 
meaningful  debate,  someoit 
decides  the  issue  between  tijl 
contestants.  In  court,  it  is  jud§> 
or  jury.  In  politics,  it  is  til 
citizen  at  the  polls.  Every  cas 
should  be  decided  on  its  merit 
Because  of  prejudice  or  specii 
interest  it  is  not  always  so.  ^ 

In  the  issue  between  Jesi 
and  the  Council,  what  was  tt? 
result?  Each  person  or  part 
responded  in  his,  or  its,  ow 
way.  In  the  Sanhedrin  til 
result  was  a  hardening  of  ii 
position,  leading  to  the  Croa 
and  fulfillment  of  God's  pla 
for  man's  redemption.  With  tt 
crowds  in  Jerusalem  the  resu 
was  admiration  for  Jesus,  gij 
ing  way  to  abandonment  in  H| 
final  hours,  but  providir 
grounds  for  the  conversion  <! 
many  on  the  Day  of  Penteca; 
and  afterward. — Standard  Le 
son  Commentary 
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I  j  CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

f!       (Continued  from  Page  8) 

;lisure  them  that  they  have 
ftique  contributions  that  the 
iVurch  needs.  Show  them  that 
believe  in  them  and  have 
(nfidence  in  them.  One  of  the 
iost  powerful  motivating 
frees  is  the  knowledge  that 
(tiers  believe  in  us  and  need 

iThird,  present  the  challenge 
tj  teaching.  Tell  them  that  it 
jjll  demand  the  very  best  they 
mi  give,  that  it  requires  time, 
4ergy,  and  prayer.  Never  say, 
't)h,  it  will  not  take  much  of 
4ur  time!"  Besides  not  being 
tue,  this  conveys  the  attitude 
tward  teaching  that  it  is  a 
t|3ublesome  chore  rather  than 
{  sacred  privilege  to  serve 
lirist  and  His  church.  Why 
fould  teachers  feel  enthused 
stout  or  committed  to  teaching 
i'it  is  such  an  insignificant  job 
l'at  it  will  make  no  demands  on 
lJem?  Teachers  will  be  more 
ilotivated  if  demands  are 
j'ade  on  them,  if  they  are 
ijiallenged,  and  if  they  know 
1|at  teaching  is  a  vital  ministry 
,(hich  deserves  their  very  best. 

jlf  you  wish  to  learn  more 
ibout  how  to  enlist  teachers, 
lie  the  list  of  books  in  the  last 
»ifticle.  Several  of  them  deal 
pensively  with  this  subject. 


,     NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

eneral  Conference  to  Meet 

IjThe  General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  is 
jcpecting  to  have  a  great  con- 
ifrence  this  year  at  Tee's 
iiapel  Church,   near  Smith- 

:feld,   beginning   on  Monday 

r|ght,  June  18,  1984,  with  the 
|outh  Night  where  teams  will 

ife  participating  in  the  Bible 
jowl.  If  your  church  has  a  Bi- 
le Bowl  team  competing  in  the 
itate  Youth  Convention  that 
|)nies  in  first,  second  or  third 
lace,  we  encourage  you  to 
(low  them  to  compete  in  the 
general  Conference.  Awards 
ill  be  given  to  the  winners. 

Hfil  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Tuesday  morning,  June  19, 
1984,  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the 
General  Conference  will  have  a 
very  inspirational  service, 
composed  of  singing,  preach- 
ing, testimonies  and  a  short 
business  session. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the 
General  Conference  will  open. 
The  service  will  feature  the 
Woodall  Singers  from  Tee's 
Chapel,  and  Wayne  Hargrove 
and  Kenny  Barnes  from 
Bladenboro  to  share  with  us  a 
message  in  song.  After  the  sing- 
ing we  will  hear  a  message  by 
the  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry. 

On  Wednesday,  June  20,  1984, 
the  conference  will  continue. 
There  will  be  a  short  business 
session,  singing  by  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Jones  and  his  wife,  Judy. 
The  speaker  to  bring  God's 
Word  will  be  the  Rev.  Floyd 
Cherry. 

You  will  be  receiving  by  mail 
report  blanks  and  other  infor- 
mation. We  desire  your  prayers 
as  we  endeavor  to  promote  the 
Kingdom  of  God  through  the 
General  Conference  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists. 

Steve  Hargrove, 
President  of  the  General  Conference 


NEW  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones  has 
a  new  address.  It  is  Route  2, 
Box  160,  Vanceboro,  North 
Carolina  28586;  phone,  244-1511. 
He  is  pastor  of  Juniper  Chapel 
Church  in  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  14) 

DATES  TO  REMEMBER 
April  10 

Spring  Concert,  College 
Auditorium,  7:30  p.m.,  Mount 
Olive  College  Concert  Choir, 
free  to  the  public.  Professor 
Carolyn  Knox,  director. 

April  14 

Spring  Visitation  Day  (High 
School  Students  and  Parents), 
College  Hall,  9:45  a.m. 
registration,  entertainment, 
campus  tours,  group  discus- 


sions, picnic,  appointments  and 
scholarship  interviews.  Dianne 
B.  Riley,  admissions  director. 

NEW  CREATIONS' 
REMAINING  SPRING 
SCHEDULE 

April  8 

Heritage  Church,  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  11  a.m. 

April  15 

Trinity  Church,  Beaufort  Coun- 
ty, 11  a.m. 

La  Grange  Church,  Lenoir 
County,  7  p.m. 


COMING  EVENTS 

April  12 — Albemarle  Woman's 

Auxiliary   Convention,  10 

a.m.,  Shiloh  Church 
April   12 — Western  Ordaining 

Council,    10   a.m.,  Unity 

Church 

April  12,  13 — Evangelism  Con- 
ference 

April  lk— High  School  Student 
Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  9:45  a.m. 

April  lk — Western  District  Aux- 
iliary, Mount  Zion  (Nash) 

April  15 — Palm  Sunday 

April  19 — Maundy  Thursday 

April  19 — Board  of  Superan- 
nuation meets,  2  p.m.,  head- 
quarters 

April  20 — Good  Friday 

April  22 — Easter 

April  23— The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  and  Bookstores  closed 

April  23 — Cape  Fear  Ordaining 
Council,  1:30  p.m. 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 
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JOIN  THE  CROWD- 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE! 


20 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


Baptist 


Cf. 


- 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 

Editorial   2 

Feature   3 

Weekly  Features 

News  and  Notes   7 

Foreign  Missions   8 

Retirement  Homes   9 

Home  Missions  10 

Mount  Olive  College  12 

Children's  Home  14 

Cragmont  15 

Family  Devotions  16 

Sunday  School  Lesson  18 

Is  It  Too  Soon  to  Celebrate  ?   4 

A  Palm  Sunday  Prayer  of  Invocation  6 

Volume  99  Number  14 

April  11,  1984 


Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  209-440). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor.  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year.  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents  I; 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield,  and 
Whiteville,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m..  Monday —  Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m., 
Monday  — Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director:  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers.  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Editorial 


Pressing  On — No  Matter  What  / 

i 

Riding  into  Ayden  that  morning,  was  difficult:  we  ha| 
heard  that  the  tornadoes  had  hit  the  area  but  we  did  not  kno  j 
the  extent  of  the  damage.  Several  times  we  commented  thjj 
everything  looked  fine—  and  then  we  rounded  our  last  curv 
before  reaching  the  Press— and  words  cannot  be  found  to  e: 
plain  what  we  saw  and  how  we  felt.  Homes,  which  just  the  da 
before  stood  diagonally  across  from  the  Press,  were  crushe 
and  mangled.  Trees  and  branches  littered  the  Press  drive  ant 
parking  lot;  a  rocking  chair  rested  on  the  front  lawn,  ill 
original  locale  not  known. 

From  the  vantage  point  of  the  Foundation's  front  dooi 
devastation  could  be  seen  on  every  side.  The  fury  of  the  gra| 
funnel(s)  had  been  unleashed  and  the  wicked  twister(s)  ha;: 
spent  its  (their)  killing  power  in  our  neighborhood.  Peopl 
with  whom  we  work,  those  we  know  and  love,  had  been  a] 
fected.  Many  spoke  of  the  awesome  roar  that  still  echoed  il 
their  ears;  some  said  the  roar  reverberated  like  a  mightj 
organ.  Others  compared  it  to  the  sound  of  many  freight  trainj 
rumbling  on  a  trail  of  destruction.  Dazed  crowds  stood  horrorj 
stricken,  staring.  Where  only  minutes  before  homes  and  treej 
had  stood,  there  were  none  now.  Where  there  had  been  life,  thij 
silence  of  death  and  loss  only  added  to  the  existing  nightmare 
It  seems  as  though  no  one  was  immune.  Everyone  related  hi< 
individual  story,  each  more  grotesque  than  the  last  one  told.i 

Yes,  we  have  experienced  something  horrible,  and  the, 
awesomeness  of  this  experience  will  never  be  forgotten.  Buf 
all  is  not  a  total  loss.  Those  of  us  still  living  can  pick  up  tht; 
pieces  and  go  on,  perhaps  wiser  and  definitely  much  mor^ 
grateful,  as  a  result. 

Somehow,  though,  the  promise  that  "everything  is  goinj 
to  be  okay"  sounds  rather  hollow  to  some.  But  faith  is  what  m 
needed.  "There's  one  ingredient  that  mountain- moving  faith! 
miracle-generating  faith,  earth-shaking  faith,  and  situation! 
changing  faith  must  have,  and  that  ingredient  is  holding 
power"  (Robert  Schuller). 

It  would  be  easy  for  us  to  become  overwhelmed  by  what 
we  experienced  that  dreadful  night;  and  doubtless,  what  wq 
have  been  through  will  change  us.  But  many  possibilities  arc 
before  us.  And  we  can  react  positively  or  negatively.  We  neec 
to  realize  that  our  attitudes  are  often  our  greatest  problem,  ii 
is  not  easy  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  infection  of  negativcf 
thinking,  an  infection  which  attacks  our  very  being. 

But  we  can  be  positive— no  matter  what  we  might  be  fac-! 

ing. 

We  have  to  press  on. 

(The  Press  building  suffered  approximately  $50,000  worth  of\ 
damage  during  the  March  28  storm.  Although  we  have  been 
delayed  and  still  have  some  problems  to  solve,  we  are 
operating  normally  again.) 
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SERVICES 
CONTINUED 
THROUGH 
STORM 


s  i  Lights  went  out,  but  sermon  went  on  at  Black  Jack  Church, 
tien  Governor  Jim  Hunt  was  speaker  on  Wednesday  night,  March 
g!  198k,  the  night  of  the  tornadoes. 

The  parchment-like  pages  rustled  as  members  of  the  congrega- 
'tin  turned  to  page  449  in  the  hymnal.  There  was  a  moment  of 
dence,  then  the  pianist  struck  up  the  first  few  bars  of  "To  God  Be 
its  Glory." 

;  To  anyone  standing  outside  the  church,  it  would  have  sounded 
3  l:e  just  another  service.  However,  the  guest  speaker  at  Black  Jack 
i'ee  Will  Baptist  Church  Wednesday  night  was  Governor  Jim 
1  Iant.  And  if  that  didn't  make  the  night  special  enough,  moments  in- 

t  Hunt's  talk,  the  lights  of  the  church  blinked  and  then  went  out.  As 
I  jpurprised  murmur  went  through  the  congregation,  Hunt  quipped 
1  tat  he  hoped  it  wasn't  an  omen. 

A  Nevertheless,  he  continued,  "I  can't  emphasize  enough  how 
important  the  family  is,"  Hunt  told  church  members  as  ushers 
flently  placed  lighted  tapers  on  the  podium  to  illuminate  the  gover- 

Wpr's  face.  Further  into  his  sermon,  the  stained-glass  windows 
l«gan  to  rattle,  as  a  storm  that  included  whistling  winds,  pelting 
Lin  and  tornadoes  that  struck  Pitt  County  Wednesday  night  moved 
I.  Except  for  an  occasional  nervous  shuffle  of  feet,  a  cough  and  the 
■)ice  of  the  governor,  the  church  was  silent. 

1  At  the  end  of  the  service,  the  church  pastor,  Dr.  Cedric  Pierce, 
ok  the  podium.  "It's  been  a  long  time  since  we've  seen  a  preacher 
eliver  a  sermon  by  candlelight,  but  I'll  bet  none  of  you  thought 
[>u'd  ever  get  to  see  the  governor  do  it  .  .  .  Now  if  you  Girl  Scouts 
jho  were  hoping  to  get  a  picture  with  Governor  Hunt  will  pray  real 
krd,  maybe  the  lights  will  come  on."  The  lights  came  on  briefly, 
hen  went  out.  "Now  that's  what  I  call  an  immediate  answer  to 
rayer,"  Pierce  said. 

!  Hunt  stayed  around  to  shake  hands  and  talk  with  members  of 
le  congregation  after  the  service  until  news  came  that  a  tornado 
a.d  just  moved  through  Simpson.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  governor 
as  taken  to  the  Greenville  Airport  to  catch  his  flight  home.  "It 
>ok  us  over  an  hour  to  get  him  to  the  airport,  because  we  wanted  to 
nd  a  safe  route,"  Pierce  said.  "We  didn't  get  there  until  11:30,  but 
y  that  time  the  weather  had  cleared  and  it  was  safe  enough  for  the 
bvernor  to  fly  back  to  Raleigh." 

The  Wednesday  night  program  featuring  Hunt  was  the  climax 
b  the  Black  Jack  Free  Will  Baptist  Church's  Special  Family  Month 
feries  of  services.  According  to  Pierce,  other  special  guests  this 
lonth  included  Jack  Richardson,  Pitt  County  Memorial  Hospital 
dministrator;  Judge  Arnold  Jones  of  Goldsboro,  and  the  church's 
outh  director,  the  Rev.  Stacey  Carter. 

Hunt  declined  to  be  interviewed  after  the  service,  saying,  "This 
3  not  a  political  occasion." 

—The  Daily  Reflector 
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Services  were 
held  at  Black 
Jack  Church, 
as  well  as 
many  other 
churches,  while 
the  worst  storm 
system  in  100 
years  crept  up 
on  its  prey. 


IS  IT  TOO  SOON 
TO  CELEBRATE? 

Dr.  Fred  B.  Craddock  delivered  the  annual  "Sprinkle  Lectures"  at  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  in  1982. 

In  physical  stature  he  is  a  small  man.  He  stands  on  a  wooden  box  when 
preaching  in  order  to  see  his  congregation.  When  he  begins  to  preach  he  becomes  a 
spiritual  giant.  You  will  enjoy  this  message  and  it  will  cause  you  to  think. 


As  far  as  I  know,  nowhere  to- 
day are  Christians  meeting 
after  Easter  to  tell  jokes  as  a 
way  of  celebrating  the  Resur- 
rection. There  were  times  and 
there  were  places  in  which 
Christians  met  to  celebrate  the 
joke  that  God  played  on  the 
devil  by  raising  Jesus  from  the 
dead.  "He  who  sits  in  the 
heavens  laughs,"  they  said, 
and  so  they  joined  in  the 
laughter.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
custom  died  or  was  killed.  It 
probably  was  killed  by  some- 
one who  thought  that  levity  and 
laughter  hardly  were  ap- 
propriate to  a  concern  for  the 
sober  business  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  And  a  weightier  argu- 
ment against  a  practice  cannot 
be  conceived  than  that  the 
practice  be  regarded  as  lacking 
in  propriety. 

Now  I  must  confess  this  is  for 
me  a  rather  recent  conviction. 
It  was  not  so  in  my  camel's  hair 
and  leather  girdle  days.  In  that 
youthful  era  when  crudeness 
and  awkwardness  were  labeled 
"prophetic,"  I  asked  with  some 
superiority,  "What  has  pro- 
priety to  do  with  the  Kingdom 
of  God?"  Propriety  rhymes 
with  society,  and  the  im- 
mediate image  is  that  of  a  faint 
little  Fauntleroy  trying  to  keep 
both  feet  on  the  floor,  use  the 
right  fork,  hold  his  cup  just  so, 
and  in  general  mind  his  man- 
ners on  the  good  ship  Lollipop. 
But  what  has  all  that  to  do  with 
the  Word  of  God?  The  gospel  is 
made  of  sterner  stuff. 
Therefore,  those  of  us  con- 
cerned with  the  Kingdom  ought 
to  speak  of  taller  things  such  as 


right  and  wrong,  good  and  evil, 
true  and  false.  Our  time  is  con- 
sumed with  weighty  matters; 
none  remains  for  "proper" 
things. 

However,  more  mature  re- 
flection has  caused  me  to  see 
the  devastation  of  a  word  or  a 
comment  or  an  act  that  was  im- 
proper, inappropriate,  out  of 
place.  A  marvelous  evening 
can  be  totally  soured  by  a  state- 
ment that  is  not  false,  not 
wrong,  but  just  out  of  place. 
When  an  usher,  following  a 
worship  service  several  years 
ago,  used  a  candle  from  the 
altar  to  light  his  cigarette,  I 
recall  no  one  saying  that  it  was 
evil  or  that  it  was  false,  but 
they  were  no  less  angered  by  an 
act  that  was  regarded  by  those 
standing  around  as  out  of  place. 
Out  of  place;  isn't  that  what 
junk  is?  Something  good  out  of 
place?  You  can  take  a  doormat, 
a  lampshade,  one  shoe,  one 
glove,  a  key,  and  a  wastebasket 
and  pile  them  in  a  heap  in  an 
alley,  and  someone  will  come 
along  and  remove  the  "junk." 
But  take  each  of  those  items 
and  put  it  back  in  its  proper 
place,  and  it  is  functional  and  it 
is  valuable.  Out  of  place,  isn't 
that  what  evil  is?  Over  the 
counter  in  the  battle  against 
pain  and  disease,  it  was  called 
medicine.  On  a  dark  street,  in  a 
quick  exchange  between 
strangers,  it  was  called  drugs. 
The  difference  was  a  difference 
of  appropriateness.  Such  was 
the  wisdom  of  the  ancient  im- 
age of  Satan  as  a  fallen  angel, 
an  angel  out  of  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  who  has 
not  felt  the  beauty  and  the 


power  of  that  which  is  prop}, 
that  which  is  fitting,  that  whij 
is  appropriate?  The  appj 
priate  card,  the  appropritjg 
word,  or  gift,  or  act  are ''I 
replaceably  meaningful.  A  fi . 
damental  difference  betwe* 
an  effective  and  an  ineffectife 
ministry  is  precisely  this  qusL 
ty  of  being  appropriate  in  wc(| 
and  act.  A  bereaved  familyjj 
helped  immensely  at  a  diffici 
time  not  just  because  tU 
minister  spoke  beautifully  (r 
even  truly,  but  because  ji 
spoke  fittingly.  At  a  weddi; 
the  bride  and  groom  knu 
theirs  is  not  just  another  we- 
ding  ceremony  because  t 
words  were  appropriate  ft 
them.  And  from  the  pulpj, 
whatever  else  you  may  say  f 
the  Word  of  God,  essential  to  L 
definition  is  not  simply  that  ity 
true;  many  empty  and  powt. 
less  things  can  be  said  that  aj 
true.  What  makes  it  the  Word  ' 
God  is  that  it  is  the  proper,  tlii 
appropriate  word,  the  wo:.l 
that  fits. 

The  issue  of  propriety  Is, 
back  of  the  disagreement  I; 
tween  a  father  and  his  son  in, 
story  recorded  in  Luke  15.  Tl 
father  had  two  sons;  tl 
younger  one  had  returne 
home,  smelling  of  pigs  ai 
cheap  perfume  of  harlot 
wearing  rags.  And  the  fathj 
rushed  out  to  meet  him,  sayin 
"Bring  the  rings,  bring  tlj 
robe,  bring  the  shoes,  kill  tl; 
fatted  calf,  hire  the  musician; 
bring  in  the  dancers,  there  wi, 
be  a  party  tonight,  because  nq 
son  is  home."  "Now  his  eld<| 
son  was  in  the  field,  and  as  1 
came  and  drew  near  to  tl! 
house  he  heard  music  and  dan) 
ing.  And  he  called  one  of  tl 
servants  and  asked  what  th 
meant.  And  he  said  to  hiri 
'Your  brother  has  come,  an1 
your  father  has  killed  the  fatte 
calf  because  he  has  receive 
him  safe  and  sound.'  But  11 
was  angry  and  refused  to  go  i) 
His  father  came  out  and  ei 
treated  him,  but  he  answere 
him,  'Lo,  these  many  years 
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jive  served  you  and  I  have 
ver  disobeyed  your  com- 
land,  and  yet  you  never  gave 
,je  a  kid,  that  I  might  make 
Jerry  with  my  friends.  But 
lien  this  son  of  yours  came, 
Jio  has  devoured  your  living 
\  th  harlots,  you  killed  for  him 
te  fatted  calf.'  And  he  said  to 
l|m,  'Son,  you  are  always  with 
ije,  and  all  that  is  mine  is 
jiurs.  It  was  fitting  to  make 
iserry  and  be  glad,  for  this  your 
tyother  was  dead  and  is  alive; 
I  was  lost  and  is  found.'  " 

jThe  older  son's  question  was 
i  good  one.  Is  it  fitting  and 
jioper  to  give  a  party  for  a 
jfodigal?  It  hardly  seems  con- 
jinial  to  our  historic  faith  or 
impropriate  in  a  religion  with  a 
(|nstant  call  to  repentance  and 
iform.  It  hardly  seems  the 
roper  thing  to  do  when  our 
iligion  is  so  filled  with  the 
loral  earnestness  of  the 
Cachings  of  Jesus  himself.  Do 
ik  misunderstand:  neither 
Adaism  nor  Christianity  in 
ilernest  form  has  denied  room 
lir  a  returning  prodigal.  There 
%s  and  is  forgiveness,  but  it 
]\s  been  customary  to  wrap 
ijrgiveness  of  sin  in  sackcloth 
ipt  a  bright  robe,  ashes  not 
jwelry,  tears  not  wine,  bread 
ad  water  not  fatted  calf,  kneel- 
|g  not  dancing.  Even  the  most 
[berated  and  modern  among  us 
lay  have  trouble  fitting  into 
ijie  frame  the  picture  of  a  sin- 
fir  recovered  from  the  error  of 
|s  ways  and  balloons,  con- 
ftti,  banquet  tables,  musi- 
ans,  and  dancing.  Honest  feel- 
gs  prompt  the  question  of  the 
ropriety  of  the  whole  event. 

jOf  course,  there  are  some 
pople  who  think  a  party  is 
jpver  appropriate,  regardless 
|  the  circumstances.  In  cer- 
iin  cases,  I  think  it  is  a  per- 
pality  problem.  Some  folk 
&ve  personalities  that  give  you 
l^e  impression  that  they  are 
j  ways  having  to  clean  up  after 
j  party  to  which  they  had  not 
pen  invited.  There  are  some 
(hers  who  have  no  room  for 
te  party  because  they  think  it 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


is  not  practical.  They  are  will- 
ing to  sell  all  the  violins  and  buy 
hammers  and  hoes,  pull  up  the 
roses  and  plant  onions.  For 
these,  a  meadow  is  grass,  a 
forest  is  wood,  and  a  sunrise  is 
the  time  to  get  up  and  go  to 
work.  Everything  can  be 
recorded  under  "Profit"  or 
"Loss."  They  want  to  do  that 
which  counts,  that  which  is 
practical.  A  party  is  a  waste. 

There  are  some  who  think 
favorably  of  a  party,  when  it's 
appropriate,  when  it  fits,  but 
not  now.  This  is  not  the  time,  it 
would  not  be  proper  now.  You 
see,  all  parties  are  premature. 
They  have  a  point,  you  know; 
all  parties  are  a  little  bit  too 
soon,  aren't  they?  How  do  you 
know  that  the  prodigal  is  not  go- 
ing to  get  a  clean  shirt  and 
leave  again  tomorrow?  Don't 
you  think  you're  having  this 
party  too  soon?  A  wedding 
should  not  be  celebrated  im- 
mediately; how  do  you  know 
that  the  marriage  will  last?  A 
graduation  party?  Isn't  it  a  lit- 
tle early  to  be  celebrating,  you, 
without  a  job  yet,  without  any 
secure  future?  So  the  doctor's 
report  is  in,  and  you  are  in  good 
health?  You  had  best  wait  to 
celebrate  good  health;  there 
are  so  many  germs,  there  is  so 
much  disease.  A  birth  in  the 
family,  you  say?  Your  party  is 
a  bit  premature.  How  do  you 
know  how  this  child  will  turn 
out?  You  know  some  girls  get 
into  trouble  when  they're  older. 


How  do  you  know  this  girl  will 
be  what  you  want  her  to  be?  Or 
this  boy?  Some  youngsters 
grow  up  to  be  totally  worthless. 
Don't  you  think  this  child  is  a 
little  young  to  be  the  occasion 
for  a  party?  Oh,  there  are  some 
folks  who  say  we'll  have  a  party 
at  the  right  time.  But  this  is  not 
the  right  time. 

There  are  some,  however, 
who  find  parties  inappropriate 
for  deeper  reasons.  They  feel 
that  the  laughter,  the  music, 
the  dancing  are  so  insensitive. 
How  can  you  be  having  this  par- 
ty and  eating  the  fatted  calf  and 
singing  and  dancing  with  so 
much  misery  in  the  world?  How 
can  you  celebrate  the  warmth 
of  your  fireplace  when  there 
are  so  many  who  are  cold?  How 
can  you  celebrate  the  warmth 
of  your  clothing  when  there  are 
so  many  naked?  How  can  you 
celebrate  the  company  of  your 
friends  when  there  are  so  many 
lonely  people?  How  can  you 
celebrate  all  this  good  food  with 
so  much  hunger  in  the  world? 
Only  the  most  insensitive  could 
have  a  party  now.  The  Chris- 
tian thing  to  do  is  to  be 
miserable.  You  do  not  have  to 
be  so  radical  as  to  share  your 
food  or  clothing  or  house;  just 
don't  enjoy  them.  Think  of  all 
the  starving  in  India  as  you 
clean  your  plate.  And  certainly 
it  is  not  fitting  that  you 
celebrate. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


A  boy  hears  a  parade.  At 
least  he  thinks  it  is  a  parade  go- 
ing down  the  street.  He  begins 
to  yell  to  his  mother,  "A 
parade,  a  parade,  a  parade!" 
He  grabs  his  drum  and  sticks 
and  goes  banging  his  drum  out 
the  door,  marching  down  the 
walk  to  the  curb.  He  doesn't 
really  notice  the  parade,  how 
slowly  it  moves.  He  doesn't 
notice  that  the  beautiful  black 
horse  is  without  a  rider,  and  the 
boots  are  turned  backwards  in 
the  stirrups.  He  doesn't  notice 
that  flag-draped  caisson,  mov- 
ing slowly  past  his  house.  "A 
parade,  a  parade!"  and  he 
beats  his  drum  in  grand  excite- 
ment. His  mother  rushes  from 
the  house  and  grabs  the  drum, 
bursts  the  head  of  the  drum, 
and  breaks  the  sticks.  "It  is  not 
fitting  and  proper  for  you  to  be 
playing  that  drum  today,"  and 
she  yanks  him  into  the  house. 

Mary  sits  in  Bethlehem  and 
sings  lullabies  to  her  beautiful 
baby,  Jesus.  It  is  normal  for  a 
happy  young  mother  but  how 
can  she  do  it?  Violent  Herod  is 
on  the  loose.  Five  miles  away, 
in  Ramah,  I  heard  a  voice.  It 
was  the  voice  of  Rachel  crying 
for  her  children,  and  she  would 
not  be  consoled.  Who  has  not 
heard  that  wail,  all  over  the 
world,  Rachel  weeping  for  her 
children,  innocent  victims  of 
violence  and  privation?  So  I 
rushed  to  Bethlehem  and  I  said 
to  Mary,  "Hush,  Mary,  it  isn't 
proper  for  you  to  be  singing  to 
your  baby.  Don't  you  know 
about  Rachel?" 

When  is  it  going  to  be  proper 
for  the  boy  to  play  his  drum? 
Surely  some  day,  but  he  has 
been  waiting  a  long  time.  I  have 
been  checking  the  newspaper 
every  morning,  and  today  hard- 
ly seems  to  be  the  proper  day. 
Maybe  tomorrow.  When  will  it 
be  appropriate  for  Mary  to  sing 
to  her  baby?  Some  day,  but  not 
today;  Herod  is  still  alive. 
Maybe  tomorrow. 

And  so  the  father  said,  "Son, 
your  brother  was  dead,  and  he 
is  here  with  us  now  alive.  Your 
brother  was  lost,  and  he  is  now 


home  safe  and  sound.  It  is  fit- 
ting and  proper  for  us  to  have  a 
party." 

Suppose  you  live  next  door  to 
that  family.  You  see  through 
your  window  friends  and 
neighbors  gathering.  The 
father  calls  over  the  hedge  to 
you:  "Our  younger  son  came 
home  last  night  and  we're 
throwing  a  big  party.  I'd  like 
you  to  come  over  and  join  us." 
Would  you  go? 

(Ed:  This  sermon  was  one  of  a  series 
preached  by  Dr.  Craddock  on  the  Na- 
tional Radio  Pulpit. ) 

(Used  by  permission,  Pulpit  Digest, 
P.O.  Box  5199,  Jackson,  Mississippi 
39216). 


NOTICE 

The  Examining  Board  of  le 
Eastern  Conference  will  m  t 
at  10  a.m.  on  April  16,  i 
Bridgeton  Church,  Bridgeto))' 

Anyone  having  business  ti 
the  board  please  meet  at  ts 
time. 

Francis  Garner,  Secret  y 

CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Harrell's  Chapel  Chur» , 
four  miles  northwest  of  Sn'v 
Hill,  will  be  in  need  of  a  ft!., 
time  pastor  on  July  1.  A  p. 
sonage  is  provided.  Contit 
Elmer  Harrell  at  Route  4,  B< 
274-A,  Snow  Hill,  Nori 
Carolina  28580;  phone,  747-28 . 


A  PALM  SUNDAY 
PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION 


by  Gordon  H.  Reif 
First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Chicago  Heights,  Illinois 


We  worship  you,  Lord: 

thanking  you  we  do  not  have  to  live  as  per- 
sons who  have  not  heard  about  the  marvelous 
things  you  have  accomplished  in  Jesus  Christ; 

knowing  for  sure  you  alone  are  worthy  and 
deserving  of  our  worship,  our  loyalty,  our  heart- 
felt allegiance ; 

testifying  to  one  and  all  that  even  as  you 
have  chosen  us  to  be  numbered  among  those  who 
are  your  people,  we  have  chosen  you  to  be  the 
only  God  of  our  lives. 

We  worship  you  not  only  with  palm  branches 
and  happy  voices  but,  much  more,  with  faithful 
lives.  We  do  choose  this  day  whom  we  shall  wor- 
ship and  serve  and  obey :  you  are  the  One ! 

Through  Christ  our  Lord  we  pray.  Amen. 
(Used  by  permission,  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216). 
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REVIVAL  TIME 
'  riirough  April  11 

(  Mkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge 
'  I  Time:  7:30  p.m. 
|  The  Rev.   Bobby  Taylor, 
evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ronnie  Parker, 
I  pastor 


Ijrough  April  13 

bring  Branch  Church,  Wal- 
ktonburg 

i  Time:  7:30  p.m. 
I  The   Rev.    Ron  Braxton, 
evangelist 
The  Rev.  Dale  Albertson, 
pastor 

jjril  15-20 

l\lgrim's  Home  Church,  Route 
2,  Dover 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   David  Cauley, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Livingston  Jones, 
pastor 

pill  16-18 

.ount    Tabor   Church,  near 
Creswell 
;   Time:  8  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Craig  Simmons, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Frank  Thigpen, 
pastor 

pril  16-20 

tentorial  Church,  Gray  Road, 
Chocowinity 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
Chaplain  John  B.  Narron, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  James  A.  Evans, 
pastor 

hristian  Chapel  Church,  Pink 
Hill 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

Different  guest  each  night, 

evangelists 
The  Rev.  Ed  Miles,  pastor 

now   Hill    Church,  Duplin 
County 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Wayne  King, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  John  A.  Owens, 
pastor 
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April  18-20 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Route  1, 
Seven  Springs 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Crisp, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  David  W.  Hans- 
ley,  pastor 

April  23-27 

Faith  Church,  Leland 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Alton  Howard, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Roger  Heath,  pas- 
tor 

Free  Spirit  Church 
Has  Special  Program 

Free  Spirit  Church  was 
privileged  to  have  the  Gospel 
Layman  of  Rocky  Mount  sing- 
ing in  their  worship  services  on 
Sunday,  April  8.  The  church  is 
located  on  301  South,  Wilson. 
The  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Whitley. 

Pastor  and  Wife  Honored 

On  Sunday,  March  25,  the 
Young  Women's  Prayer 
Fellowship  of  Micro  Church, 
Micro,  sponsored  an  apprecia- 
tion dinner  in  honor  of  their 
pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Clyde  W.  Cox.  During 
the  worship  service,  Brenda 
Brown,  president  of  the  Young 
Women's  Prayer  Fellowship, 
presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox 
each  with  a  beautiful  flower. 
After  the  morning  worship  hour 
they  gathered  in  the  fellowship 
hall  where  Mrs.  Cox  was 
presented  a  gift,  and  Pastor 
Cox  received  a  gift  for  his  new 
study  that  has  just  been  com- 
pleted during  a  recent  renova- 
tion project.  Other  cards  and 
gifts  were  given. 

During  the  meal  Happy 
Birthday  was  sung  to  Pastor 
Cox  in  celebration  of  his  birth- 
day on  March  26.  A  lovely  birth- 
day cake  designed  as  a  Baby 
Grand  piano  was  presented  to 
the  pastor  as  they  sang  the 
birthday  song.  After  cake  was 
served  a  time  of  fellowship  was 
enjoyed  by  all. 


News  and  Notes 

Aspen  Grove  Has  Weigh-in 

On  March  25,  the  members  of 
Aspen  Grove  had  a  special  ser- 
vice for  Foreign  Missions.  The 
service  was  carried  out  with 
missions  as  the  theme  of  the 
day.  The  opening  hymn  was 
"We've  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the 
Nations."  The  responsive 
reading  was  "The  Great  Com- 
mission," followed  by  a  mo- 
ment of  silent  prayer  for  our 
missionaries  and  foreign  mis- 
sions officers. 

The  morning  message  by  the 
pastor,  entitled  "Missions," 
was  taken  from  Acts  1:8.  At  the 
closing  of  the  service  everyone 
was  given  the  opportunity  to 
contribute  to  foreign  missions. 
Each  member  was  asked  to 
weigh  before  coming  to  worship 
service  and  to  contribute  a  pen- 
ny per  pound.  The  members 
really  supported  the  program 
by  weighing  in  excess  of  14 
tons. 

Thank  God  for  people  who 
will  support  the  programs  to 
spread  the  gospel  as  required 
by  God  in  the  text  today. 

Christian  Chapel  Church  Youth 
Choir  to  Present  Musical 

"Vinegar  Boy,"  an  Easter 
musical,  will  be  presented  by 
the  Christian  Chapel  Church 
Youth  Choir  on  Sunday,  April 
15,  at  7  p.m.  This  presentation 
will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Maria  Ham.  The  public  is  in- 
vited to  attend.  The  church  is  in 
Lenoir  County,  3  miles  east  of 
Pink  Hill. 

Central  District  Youth  Met 

On  March  17,  1984,  at  10  a.m., 
the  Central  District  Youth 
Fellowship  met  at  Marlboro 
Church,  near  Farmville.  There 
were  13  churches  represented 
with  249  people  in  attendance. 
Among  those  present  were  9 
pastors.  The  banners  were 
awarded  to  the  following 
churches :  Cherubs :  Bethany 
with  75  percent;  AFC:  Howell 
Swamp  with  100  percent;  YFA: 
(Turn  the  Page) 


Bethany  with  88  percent.  The 
church  with  the  most  people 
there  was  King's  Cross  Roads 
Church  with  32  people  in  atten- 
dance. 

The  District  Bible  Bowl  com- 
petition was  won  by  King's 
Cross  Roads  AFC. 

Arts  and  crafts  were  entered 
from  all  churches  wishing  to 
participate.  The  winners  were 
as  follows: 

Woodwork:  YFA  —  Grant 
Hargrove,  first  place;  Chris 
May,  second  place;  Tommy 
Goff,  third  place;  AFC-Scott 
Gardner,  first  place ;  Alan  Har- 
rison, second  place;  Eddie  Lit- 
tle, third  place  ;  Cherubs— Kim 
Garner,  first  place;  Elaine  Dix- 
on, second  place. 

Ceramics:  YFA  — Joy 
Peaden,  first  place;  Niki 
Rasberry,  second  place; 
Bethany  YFA,  third  place; 
AFC— Melissa  Kell,  first  place; 
Ed  Meeks,  second  place; 
Michael  Meeks,  third  place. 

Needlework:  YFA  — Tama 
May,  first  place;  Amy  Hinson, 
second  place;  Joy  Peaden, 
third  place;  AFC  —  JoAnna 
Jones,  first  place;  Kristin  Pitt- 
man,  second  place;  Cindy 
Jones,  third  place; 
Cherubs— Ashli  Garris,  first 
place. 

Painting/Drawing:  YFA— 
Pat  Hinson,  first  place;  Pat 
Hinson,  second  place; 
AFC— Paul  Hyman,  first  place ; 
Gwen  Tyndall,  second  place; 
Ted  Williamson,  third  place; 
Cherubs— Karen  Trevathan, 
first  place;  Heather  William- 
son, second  place;  Aimee 
Weathersby,  third  place. 

Miscellaneous:  YFA— Lisa 
Alexander,  first  place;  AFC— 
Wayne  Forbes,  first  place;  Cin- 
dy Jones,  second  place;  Jeff 
May,  third  place;  Cherubs— 
Jennifer  Hathaway,  first  place ; 
Jennifer  Hathaway,  second 
place;  Kim  Garner,  third 
place. 

Creative  writing:  YFA— Niki 
Rasberry,  first  place;  Amanda 
Garris,  second  place;  AFC— 
Jay  Tripp,  first  place;  Lisa 


Hyman,  second  place;  Vanessa 
Corbitt,  third  place. 

Public  Speaking:  YFA  — 
Dena  Lewis,  first  place. 

Lesson  Presentation:  YFA— 
Tama  May,  first  place;  AFC— 
Vanessa  Corbitt,  first  place. 

Thank  you  Marlboro  for  serv- 
ing lunch  and  for  hosting  a 
great  meeting. 

Foreign  Missions' 


COMING  EVENTS 

April— Entire   Month  Desl 
nated  by  the  State  Conv 
tion  as  Home  Missions  si 
Church  Extension  Month  T 

April  11 — Cape  Fear  WomaJ 
Auxiliary,  Hopewell  Churc 

April  12 — Albemarle  Womai 
Auxiliary  Convention, 
a.m.,  Shiloh  Church 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 


SOWERS  FELLOWSHIP  HELD  GRADUATION 


The  Puerto  Princesa  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  delightr. 
on  January  1,  1984,  to  have  seventeen  of  its  young  people  recerj 
certificates  for  completing  their  special  training. 

The  young  people  of  the  church  were  organized  by  their  pastel 
the  Rev.  Ludgerio  Malinao.  The  group  adopted  the  name,  Tl) 
Sowers  Fellowship,  because  their  primary  purpose  for  organiziij 
would  be  to  spread  the  gospel. 

To  obtain  their  objective,  they  realized  the  need  for  training.  i\ 
Pastor  Malinao  began  a  six-month  training  program  in  Chif 
Evangelism  Teacher  Training  to  prepare  them  for  launching  out  I 
January  1984.  They  completed  the  training  program  in  DecembcS 
1983,  and  set  a  special  graduation  service  for  January  1,  1984. 

Special  speaker  for  the  event  was  Missionary  Fred  Baker,  uj 
ing  Colossians  2: 6-10,  Fred  challenged  them  as  they  went  out  to:  (: 
Be  faithful  in  your  personal  lives  (vv.  6,  7),  (2)  be  aware  of  possibJ 
destruction  (v.  8),  and  (3)  be  complete  in  Christ  (vv.  9,  10). 

The  Sowers  Fellowship  divides  into  teams  which  on  Sunda 
afternoons  go  into  various  communities  and  gather  young  peopf 
for  Bible  study.  They  meet  every  Friday  night  for  evaluatioi 
lesson  planning  and  prayer.  They  are  learning  at  a  young  age  tti 
need  and  blessing  of  every  believer's  sharing  his  faith  in  Chris 
with  someone  else. 

Pray  for  these  young  people,  their  pastor  and  their  church  a 
they  labor  to  make  Christ  known  to  the  Philippines. 

Fred  P.  Bake 
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RED  CROSS  COURSES  TAUGHT 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
February,  1984 
Total,  $2,320.14 
ALBEMARLE 

Belhaven  $  25.00 
Union  Meeting  17.23 

Total  $  42.23 


Classes  ended  at  Palawan  Bi- 
ll; Institute  for  the  Christmas 
teak  on  December  5,  1983. 
I/O  Red  Cross  courses  were 
pinned  for  the  faculty  and 
s  iff.  Pastors  and  Bible  women 
c  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
c  arches  were  also  invited  to 
a  end. 

Dn  December  7  and  8,  the 
lilti-Media  First  Aid  Course 
nas  taught.  The  following  week 
(j  December  13  and  14  a  CPR 
cjurse  was  offered.  The 
clurses  were  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  Philippine  Red 
(joss. 

Instructor  for  the  courses 
\fU3  Missionary  Fred  Baker. 
Virile  on  furlough  last  year, 
Ijfed  took  the  American  Red 
(  oss  training  and  was  cer- 
tjied  as  an  American  Red 
(foss  Instructor.  The  Board  of 
toreign  Missions  purchased 
fe  needed  equipment  for  the 
Inkers  to  take  to  the  Philip- 
llhes  for  teaching  the  courses. 
Ijon  returning  to  the  Philip- 
Ides,  Fred  was  appointed  as  a 
Iiilippine  Red  Cross  instruc- 
ts 

|We  praise  the  Lord  for  pro- 
ving this  additional  training 
if  our  church  people.  Many  of 
<  r  people  work  in  areas  where 
tare  is  no  medical  aid  at  all. 
liirteen  people  successfully 
(inpleted  the  two  courses. 
lj)w  they  can  serve  the  Lord  by 

[fig  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


helping  His  people  with  their 
spiritual  needs  as  well  as 
emergency  medical  problems. 

Thank  you  in  North  Carolina 
and  other  areas  for  supporting 
Foreign  Missions  which 
enables  us  to  meet  such  needs 
as  mentioned  above.  Thank  you 
for  your  continued  prayers  for 
us,  the  Filipino  churches  and 
the  lost. 

Fred  P.  Baker 


CAPE  FEAR 

Johnston  Union 
Powhatan 
Shady  Grove 
Tee's  Chapel 
Total 

CENTRAL 

Ayden 
Edge  wood 
Hickory  Grove 
Hull  Road 
Reedy  Branch 
Rocky  Mount,  First 
Saratoga 
Union  Number  2 
Total 

EASTERN 

Angola 
Cabin 
Core  Creek 
Croatan 
Davis 


$  20.00 
100.00 
20.00 
20.00 

$  160.00 


$  20.00 
35.00 
20.00 
100.00 
10.00 
60.00 
50.00 
12.07 

$  307.07 


60.00 
20.00 
35.00 
25.00 
20.00 


(Continued  on  Page  19) 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  FELLOWSHIP  OFFICERS 


The  officers  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  at  Mount  Olive  College  pose 
below  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Heritage  Foundation  plaque  in  the  hallway  of  the 
downtown  campus  building. 

Dianne  B.  Riley,  advisor  to  the  Fellowship,  was  guest  speaker  during  their 
weekly  meeting.  The  subject  of  her  talk  was  "Survival. " 

Pictured  (left-right)  Dianne  Riley,  advisor;  Katrina  Cartrette,  publicity,  from 
Clarendon;  Louise  Arnold,  publicity,  from  Sneads  Ferry;  Jeff  Harrison,  president, 
from  Walstonburg;  Crystal  Perry,  vice  president,  from  Jamesville;  Phil  Hansley, 
publicity,  from  Wilmington;  Connie  Clayton,  secretary,  from  Pantego;  Linda  Ben- 
ninghoff,  benevolent  chairman,  from  Cove  City.  Not  pictured,  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer, 
advisor. 
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Home  Missions 


NICK  OF  TIME 


The  time  is  at  hand!  This  is  the  time  for  Church  Growth!  The 
night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work ! 


HISTORY  OF 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  HOME  MISSIONS 


The  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association  presented  a  resolution  to  the  State 
Convention  meeting  at  the  Black  Jack  Church  of  Pitt  County,  September  13, 1972, 
to  establish  a  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension.  This  Board  was 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  mission  work  in  the  United  States. 

No  funds  were  made  available  to  the  Board.  At  the  first  meeting,  an  offering 
was  taken  among  the  Board  members  and  the  program  began  with  that  $35  offer- 
ing. The  board  reported  an  income  of  $5,255.87  in  1973,  with  two  missions  started. 

During  the  eleven-year  history  of  this  department,  there  have  been  eight  mis- 
sions organized  into  churches;  a  camping  program  developed  for  deaf 
youngsters ;  an  annual  evangelism  conference ;  and  training  programs  for  discipl- 
ing  made  available. 

During  the  past  year  a  new  mission  effort  was  launched.  The  Rev.  Bob 
Harber  began  working  with  the  H'mong  tribe  of  Laotian  refugees.  Over  three  hun- 
dred H'mong  people  have  accepted  Christ  through  this  work. 

Many  souls  have  come  to  know  Christ  as  Saviour  through  the  work  of  Home 
Missions.  New  churches  have  been  planted  in  fertile  soil.  Some,  perhaps,  were 
reached  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 


We  must  have  your  help  if  we  are  to  continue  to  plant  churches.  We  are  asking  all  our 
churches  to  take  a  special  offering  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  Taylor  Hill  on  Easter  Sunday. 


Where  will  we  be  in  1985? 

Winston- Salem?  Greensboro?  Burlington?  Hickory?  Morganton?  In  the  nick  of  time  to  reach 
those  who  are  waiting  for  our  message? 


APRIL  IS 


EASTER  IS 


HOME  MISSIONS  MONTH 


HOME  MISSIONS  SUNDAY 
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EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


Every  year,  the  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  Board  helps  many  people— pastors, 
laymen  and  young  people— by  providing  an  Evangelism  Conference  to  better  equip  them  for  an  ef- 
fective evangelistic  thrust.  Again  this  year,  we've  provided  extra  leadership  to  help  you  and  your 
church  in  your  witnessing  program. 

SO  JOIN  THE  CROWD— become  an  effective  witness  in  your  community! 

jATTEND:  The  Evangelism  Conference  on  April  12  and  13  at  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist 

Church,  Rock  Ridge,  NC  (see  map  below). 
HEAR:    DR.    JIM   McCLUSKEY— Evangelism  Explosion 
Seminar  Leader 

Subjects : 

1.  Biblical  Principles  of  Personal  Evangelism 

2.  Your  Church  as  an  Evangelistic  Base 
DR.  T.  M.  MOORE— Senior  Vice  President  Evangelism 

Explosion  III  International 
Subjects : 

1.  Evangelism  a  Total  Ministry  Perspective 

2.  Evangelism  in  a  World-Wide  Perspective 


McCluskey 


Williamson 


THE    REV.    RAY   WILLIAMSON -Pastor,    Gum  Swamp 
F.W.B.  Church 

Ray  is  a  dynamic  young  pastor  with  a  burning  zeal  to  see 
people  saved.  He  will  preach  on  Thursday  evening. 
GREAT  CHOIR:  A  combined  choir  of  Wilson  County  area  churches  will  sing  Thursday  evening 
under  the  direction  of  Mott  Batchelor. 


Evangelism  Explosion  training  is  the  most 
effective  program  of  evangelism  in 
America  today.  Dr.  William  Bennett  uses 
this  program,  Dr.  James  Kennedy  uses  this 
program.  Many  other  success  stories  are 
being  written  with  this  program. 


1984  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

PROGRAM 


•  APRIL  12  &  13,  1984 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  12 
9:00-10:00— Registration  and  Coffee 
10:00-10:15— Welcome  and  Devotions 

10:15-11:45— Workshop:  Biblical  Principles  of  Evangelism 

—Leader— Dr.  Jim  McCluskey 
1:15-  2:45— Workshop:  Evangelism  in  a  World-Wide 
Perspective 
—Leader— Dr.  T.  M.  Moore 

[HURSDAY  EVENING 
7:30  P.M.  — Special  Evangelism  Rally 
—Great  Choir  Singing 
—Preaching,  the  Rev.  Ray  Williamson 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  13 
9:30-10:00— Coffee  and  Donuts 
10 : 00-10 : 15— Devotions 

10:15-11:45— Workshop:  Your  Church,  an  Evangelistic 
Base 

—Leader— Dr.  Jim  McCluskey 
11:45-  1:00— Lunch 
1:00-  2:30— Workshop:  Evangelism,  a  Total  Ministry 
Perspective 
—Leader— Dr.  T.  M.  Moore 
2:30-  3:00— Discussion  and  Wrap-up 


JOIN  THE  CROWD - 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE ! 


HE 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Mount  Olive  Colle  g  e  ■■■■■■■NHHHHHHH 

COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

Ten  seats  (three  chairs  and  seven  bleacher  seats)  were  con- 
tributed during  the  week  ending  April  2.  In  addition  two  bleacher 
seats  that  were  given  and  reported  previously  but  not  included  in 
the  totals  have  been  added. 

College  Hall  was  designed  to  serve  Free  Will  Baptists  as  a  Con- 
vention center.  Gifts  in  the  amount  of  $100  will  sponsor  a  bleacher 
seat  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  the  person  chosen  by  the  donor. 


Summary  of  Gifts  for  Seats  in  College  Hall 

Contributed 
Goal      or  Pledged  Balance 

Chairs  800  906  (106)  over! 

Bleacher  Seats  1,200  329  871 


Chairs:  March  27  — April  2 


Donors 

Johnston  Union  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Clayton 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  D.  T.  Cleve 

By  Trent  Church,  Merritt 

Totals 


Number 
of  Chairs 
1 

2 


Amount 

$  50 
100 


$150 


Bleachers:  March  27  — April  2 


Donors 


Mount  Olive  Lion's  Club,  Mount  Olive 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Greenville 
In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Smith  ("Pa  Smith") 

By  Ervin  and  Grace  Whaley,  Leonard  and  Estelle 
Lanier,  Ray  and  Edna  Kate  Lanier,  Johnny  and 
Linda  Lanier,  Chinquapin 
Sportsman's  World,  Incorporated,  Goldsboro 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Ingram 

By  Charles  and  Jackie  Barnard,  Quezon  City,  Philip- 
pines 

In  Honor  of  Max,  Macon,  and  Jackie  Stephenson,  and 
Anne  S.  Daughtry 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Y.  Stephenson,  Clayton 
Totals 


Number  of 
Bleacher 
Seats 
1 
1 
1 


Amount 

$100 
100 
100 


200 
100 


100 


$700 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS 
(Area  Code  919) 


658-2502 


658-5056 
658-4933 


658-9622 
658-9772 


Henderson  Building:  Office  of  the  President, 
Dean  and  Faculty  (except  Music,  Art  and 
Physical  Education),  Registrar,  Library,  Ad- 
missions, Development,  Public  Relations  and 
Gift  Records 

College  Hall:  Physical  Education  and  Athletics 
Downtown  Campus:  Business  Office,  Financial 
Aid,  Cafeteria,  Bookstore,  Music  and  Art 
Departments 

Grantham  Hall  (Men's  Residence,  Director's 
Office) 

Griffin-Hart-East  Halls  (Women's  Residence, 
Director's  Office). 


POSITIONS 
AV AILABLE  AT  MOC  , 

The  addition  of  the' 
junior  class  in  the  fall  of 
1984,  creates  the  need  for 
additional  personnel. 

Faculty  Positions 

Applicants  for  all  facul- 
ty positions  must  hold  an 
earned  doctorate  in  the 
teaching  field  and  must  be 
committed  to  the  liberal 
arts  philosophy  of  educa- 
tion within  a  four-year 
church  related  college. 

Business  Administra- 
tion: To  teach  courses  in 
business  administration, 
including  management, 
marketing,  finance  and 
related  disciplines. 

English:  To  teach 
courses  in  composition 
and  survey  of  literature. 

Mathematics:  To  teach 
basic  and  advanced 
courses,  including  calcu- 
lus, modern  algebra  and 
differential  equations. 

Recreation:  To  teach 
and  develop  new  major. 
Competencies  required  in- 
clude curriculum  develop- 
ment and  teaching. 

Administrative  Position 

Director  of  Planning: 
Duties  include  manage- 
ment data  collection,  coor- 
dination and  interpreta- 
tion of  data  for  expansion 
of  educational  services 
and  institutional  advance- 
ment. A  masters  degree, 
relevant  experience  and 
strong  analytical  and  plan- 
ning skills  are  required. 
Opportunity  for  some 
teaching. 

Salary  commensurate 
with  qualifications. 

Send  letter  of  applica- 
tion, resume  and  three  let- 
ters of  recommendation 
by  May  1,  to:  Dr.  Opey  D. 
Jeanes,  Vice  President 
and  Dean,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365. 
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idowment  of  the  Week 
THE  IMETTIE  PEARL 


Imettie  Pearl  Raper 


The  Imettie  Pearl  Raper 
jndowment  was  begun  in 
,ily,  1983,  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
\  Burkette  Raper  of  Mount 
<  ive  in  honor  of  Dr.  Raper's 
iint,  Miss  Imettie  Raper.  The 
ladowment  was  funded  with 
Allege  Hall  bonds. 

Miss  Raper,  a  native  of 
][icama,  North  Carolina,  has 
lien  an  active  member  of  Lit- 
is Rock  Church  since  1920.  Her 
aurch  offices  include 
Ijeasurer  for  sixteen  years 
t967-83),  a  long-time  Sunday 
«:hool  teacher,  charter 
ilember  of  the  Ladies  Aid  (now 
Ionian's  Auxiliary)  in  1924, 
aid  chairman  of  Circle 
] amber  One  for  fifty  years. 

In  1965,  Miss  Raper  retired 
torn  Branch  Banking  and 
'rust  Company  in  Wilson  after 
Mrty-one  years  of  service.  She 
{{tended  Lucama  High  School 
it  Wilson  County  and  Massey 
Ifisiness  College  in  Richmond, 
Irginia.  Her  community  ac- 
trities  include  the  Lucama 
I>me  Extension  Club  in  which 
Sje  has  held  membership  since 
]|S5.  She  is  currently  treasurer 
I  the  Club  and  previously 
served  as  secretary.  She  has 
Ho  served  as  secretary  and 
ijstorian  of  the  Raper  Family 


Reunion  since  it  was  organized 
in  1936. 

In  beginning  the  endowment, 
Dr.  Raper  declared,  "Aunt 
Imettie  has  been  like  a  mother 
to  me  and  my  family.  From  the 
time  I  was  a  child  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
she  has  shown  a  special  con- 
cern for  me,  and  when  I  was  in 
college  her  home  was  my 
home.  Rose  and  I  wanted  to 
establish  this  endowment  while 
Aunt  Imettie  was  still  living  as 
an  expression  of  our  love  and 
appreciation  for  her  Christian 
life  and  service  to  others.  It  is 
our  intention  to  continue  adding 
to  the  endowment  through  the 
years." 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS 
April  16 

Frank  Harrison,  chaplain,  Pre- 
Easter  Revival  Service,  First 
Church,  Kinston,  7:30  p.m. 

April  18 

Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  religion  pro- 
fessor, Pre-Easter  Revival 
Service,  First  Church,  Kin- 
ston, 7:30  p.m. 

Frank  Harrison,  chaplain,  Pre- 
Easter  Prayer  Service, 
Northeast  Church,  Mount 
Olive.  Service  is  sponsored 
by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
the  church  at  7:30  p.m. 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

Part  VI:  Nurturing  Through 
Teacher  Training 

A  primary  cause  of  teacher 
discouragement  is  a  sense  of  in- 
adequacy. Many  realize  that 
they  lack  the  necessary 
knowledge  and  skills  to  effec- 
tively carry  out  their  teaching 
responsibilities.  Teachers  can- 
not have  a  high  level  of  motiva- 
tion if  they  lack  this  basic  con- 
fidence in  themselves  and  in 
their  abilities.  Let  me  suggest 
some  ways  you  can  help  build 
such  confidence  through  train- 
ing. 


First,  Paul  Palmer  Institute 
offers  many  courses  which 
would  be  beneficial  for 
teachers.  Write  to  Frank  Har- 
rison at  Mount  Olive  College  for 
a  list  of  the  courses  they  offer 
and  how  some  of  them  could  be 
taught  in  your  own  community. 

Second,  take  advantage  of 
the  resources  of  the  State  Sun- 
day School  Convention.  It  offers 
workshops,  teacher  certificate 
programs,  and  a  resource  per- 
son in  the  Field  Secretary, 
although  this  position  has  not 
yet  been  filled. 

Third,  use  your  Conference 
Sunday  School  Convention.  The 
Albemarle  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention has  had  a  combined 
Convention/Workshop  for  the 
last  four  years.  I  understand 
that  they  have  been  doing  some 
good  things.  If  your  Sunday 
School  Convention  does  not  of- 
fer training  programs  or 
workshops,  suggest  that  it 
begin  some.  Joe  Griffith,  presi- 
dent of  the  Albemarle  Sunday 
School  Convention,  I  am  sure, 
would  be  glad  to  share  with  you 
what  they  are  doing. 

Fourth,  start  a  workers'  con- 
ference. This  is  a  regular 
meeting  of  all  the  workers  in 
the  Sunday  school.  It  provides 
opportunities  for  worship, 
discussion,  training,  and  much 
more.  It  could  meet  once  a 
month.  Each  conference  must 
be  well  planned.  Each  con- 
ference could  focus  on  some 
aspect  of  teaching  like  prepar- 
ing a  lesson,  using  audio- 
visuals  creatively,  mastering  a 
new  teaching  method,  and  so 
on.  The  training  possibilities 
for  the  workers'  conference  are 
unlimited.  If  you  would  like 
more  information  on  the 
workers'  conference,  write  to 
me  and  I  will  send  you  a  list  of 
resources  you  can  obtain  for 
starting  and  conducting  a  good 
workers'  conference. 

Fifth,  provide  good  books  and 
resources  on  teaching  for  your 
teachers.  Such  books  could  be 
purchased  and  placed  in  your 
church  library  for  all  the 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Children's  Home 

THE  CHIMES  RING  AGAIN  AT  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 


These  are  not  unfamiliar 
doors;  nor  is  it  an  unfamiliar 
steeple.  Anyone  who  has  shared 
in  the  ministries  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  over  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  recognizes  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  campus  of  the 
Children's  Home.  This  building 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
facilities  in  the  Middlesex  area. 
The  sanctuary's  interior 
reflects  the  beauty  of  tradi- 
tional church  architecture, 
seemingly  resting  in  the  guar- 
dian care  of  the  stained-glass 
representation  of  our  Lord.  The 
Chapel  chimes  still  ring  out 
across  the  beautiful  coun- 
tryside of  our  campus.  The 
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piano,  organ,  and  public  ad- 
dress system  stand  ready  for 
use.  The  Sunday  school 
classrooms  echo  memories  of 
the  teaching  of  God's  Holy 
Word,  and  long  for  its  renewal. 
What  a  grand  facility!  Does 
this  belong  to  you?  Without 
question,  you  must  answer  an 
emphatic  "YES"!  But,  grand 
as  it  may  be,  it  is  only  a 
building  without  people ;  for  as 
you  know,  it  is  "people"  who 
make  up  the  real  church  .  .  .  the 
body  of  Christ. 

Our  recent  increase  in 
residency  has  necessitated 
several  changes  on  campus,  as 
you   have   been   reading  in 


previous   publications;  a 
most  of  them  are  good!  But  ii 
change  that  brings  to  us  on^ 
the  greatest  pleasures  is  tH 
we  are  projecting  the  resurof 
tion   of   regular  services 
Memorial  Chapel,  starti 
May  6.  Regular  services,  | 
first,  will  consist  of  Sund 
school  and  Sunday  mornii 
worship  on  the  weekends  th| 
the  children  are  on  campus. 

Opening   the    chapel  w| 
create  several  needs:  first, 
pastor  who  will  be  willing 
work  in  a  part-time  capaci 
while  the  church  is  getting 
its  feet;  second,  a  piano  play 
who  is  capable  of  playing  w 
enough  to  eventually  help  £ 
company  a  vibrant  music  pi 
gram;    third,   Sunday  sch( 
staff  members  who  will  ha|! 
the  time  to  minister  to  ob 
children,  as  well  as  other  loci 
people  who  wish  to  attend.  Gl 
must  be  the  provider  of  the,i 
needs;  and  He  is  able.  But  % 
need  your  prayers.  This  is  | 
small   undertaking,   and  \j 
need  your  support. 

This  facility  does  belong  I 
you,  and  it  behooves  us  all  th: 
you  take  an  active  part  in  1 
reactivation.  Won't  you  pr;i( 
for  us  as  we  continue  | 
minister  to  our  children  and  tl 
surrounding  community? 


GOD'S  JEWELRY  BOX 

Within  the  archives  of  glo* 
lies  accurate  accounts 
deposits  and  debits  of  t 
Saints.  Those  deposit  recori 
are  backed  up  by  stockpiles  f 
jewels  that  have  been  sii 
mitted  for  safekeeping  unl 
God's  eternal  day  of  "balar 
ing  the  books."  The  Scripturi 
clearly  teach  of  a  day  whi 
crowns  shall  be  distributed  if 
the  admonition  of  the  faithful  i 
they  await  God's  reward  | 
everlasting  bliss  with  Him.  Op 
might  imagine  standing  befo 
Him  as  He  searches  throu] 
His  "Jewelry  Box"  for  rei 
nants   of   lasting  deposi 
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(injerewith  He  may  grant  bless- 
lifs  with  the  words,  "Well 
ijjjjie,  thou  good  and  faithful 
s  vant;  thou  has  been  faithful 
3-i;r  a  few  things,  now  I  will 
like  thee  ruler  over  many." 


Cragmont  Assembly 


viously,  no  true  and 
ftthful  saint  will  do  good  deeds 
re  on  earth  for  the  sole  pur- 
se of  receiving  a  reward  in 
leaven;  but  the  fact  is,  God 
s  promised  rewards  for  the 
fjithful .  As  I  thought  about  this, 
ill  brought  to  mind  one  such 
pprthy  deposit  that  I  would  like 
tj  share  with  you.  In  February, 
flowing  our  regular  quarterly 
l|ard  meeting,  one  of  the 
itembers  of  the  board  ap- 
jjoached  me  with  a  bag  con- 
lining  a  homemade  quilt.  It 
vis  beautifully  woven  and 
(splayed  a  dazzling  array  of 
(jlors.  The  quilt  was  sent  by 
Irs.  Lizzie  Bray,  a  member  of 
!i.  Mary's  Church  in  New  Bern. 
Irs.  Bray  was  an  active 
ijember  of  St.  Mary's  for  many 
4ars,  until  poor  health 
licessitated  Nursing  Home 
tare  at  Goldsboro  several 
;iars  ago.  (Now  she  is  in 
Mtthaven  in  New  Bern. )  Mrs. 
ijray  led  the  Lizzie  Bray  Circle, 
'pich  was  an  ardent  support 
j'oup  of  the  Children's  Home 
lir  years.  By  the  way,  this  is 
ipt  the  only  quilt  that  Mrs. 
'ray  has  made  for  the  children 
lire.  It  was  said  that  by 
;  nding  the  quilt,  she  "felt  good 
)out  keeping  some  child 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 


TIME  FOR  CAMP 

The  1984  Summer  Conference  schedule  is  included  here  along 
with  the  address  of  the  person  with  whom  to  register  for  each  con- 
ference. We  are  expecting  to  have  another  big  year,  so  you  should 
begin  making  plans  now  to  attend.  For  information  concerning 
any  conference  or  to  register  for  one  of  these  conferences,  please 
contact  the  person  listed  on  this  schedule  as  director-registrar  for 
the  conference  you  are  interested  in. 

The  General  Baptist  Ministers'  Conference  will  be  held  at 
Cragmont  May  21-24.  Once  again  we  would  like  to  encourage  our 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  who  are  interested  to  come  during  this 
conference  to  meet  and  fellowship  with  the  General  Baptist 
ministers.  We  will  give  first  choice  of  housing  to  our  guest 
ministers.  The  boys'  dorm  or  cottage  behind  the  motel  will  be  pro- 
vided for  our  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers. 


1984  SUMMER  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 

General  Youth  Conference  I  June  18-23 

Harry  Grubbs,  Director-Registrar 
3000  Briarcliff  Drive 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  27834 

Christian  Cadet  Conference  June  25-30 

Bobby  Taylor,  Director-Registrar 

Route  2,  Box  40- A 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557 

Youth  Frontier  Conference  YFA  July  2-7 

Scott  and  Janie  Sowers,  Directors-Registrars 
Route  1,  Box  106-B 
Farmville,  North  Carolina  27828 


Youth  Frontier  Conference  AFC 
Doug  Skinner,  Director-Registrar 
Box  117 

Arapahoe,  North  Carolina  28510 

General  Youth  Conference  II 
Bruce  Dudley,  Director-Registrar 
P.O.  Box  895 

Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501 

Ministers'  Conference 
Doug  Skinner,  Registrar 
Box  117 

Arapahoe,  North  Carolina  28510 

Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

James  Gurganus,  Director-Registrar 

Route  3,  Box  64 

Newport,  North  Carolina  28570 


July  9-14 


July  16-21 


July  23-28 


July  30— 
August  4 


Woman's  Auxiliary  Conference  I       August  6-11 

Mrs.  Alice  Barrow,  Registrar 

Route  2,  Box  375 

Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina  28580 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Conference  II     August  13-18 
Mrs.  Alice  Barrow,  Registrar 
Route  2,  Box  375 

Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina  28580  
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading  — 2  Samuel  13,  14 

WHEN  THE  TRUTH  HURTS 
Years  ago,  before  "civilization"  had 
penetrated  the  remote  regions  of  Africa,  a  white 
man  presented  a  mirror  to  the  chief  of  a  tribe.  He 
did  not  know  what  it  was.  He  looked  into  it  and 
saw  a  frightfully  ugly  face ;  then  sensing  that  he 
was  seeing  the  image  of  himself,  he  dashed  it  to 
the  ground  and  broke  it  into  fragments.  Someone 
might  say  of  him,  "He  was  only  a  savage;  an 
educated  person  wouldn't  be  so  foolish."  Wait  a 
moment!  In  the  city  of  Boston,  at  a  society  of  ar- 
tists, was  mentioned  one  who  painted  beyond  the 
skin-deep  beauty  and  expression  of  his  subjects, 
and  where  the  character  warranted  it  had 
brought  out  the  latent  traits  and  portrayed 
almost  the  very  soul  of  the  person.  Among  his 
patrons  was  a  Boston  lady.  When  she  received 
her  portrait  from  him,  she  studied  it  awhile. 
Then  she  recognized  the  fact  that  the  artist  had 
laid  bare  her  true  character  on  the  canvas. 
Furiously  she  seized  a  knife  and  cut  the  face 
from  the  painting  and  destroyed  it.  Why  should 
an  African  slave  and  a  cultured  Bostonian  both 
act  in  this  extraordinary  manner?  Is  it  not  that 
men  and  women  of  all  sorts  cannot  bear  to  be 
told  the  truth  about  themselves? 


]Vhat  glory  gilds  the  sacred  page! 

Majestic,  like  the  sun; 
It  gives  a  light  to  ev'ry  age; 

It  gives,  but  borrows  none. 


MONDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading  —  2  Samuel  15,  16 

"THERE  IT  STANDS!" 
(A  Tribute  to  the  Indestructibleness  of  God's 
Word) 

Century  follows  century— There  it  stands. 

Empires  rise  and  fall  and  are  forgot- 
ten—There it  stands. 

Dynasty  succeeds  dynasty— There  it  stands. 

Kings  are  crowned  and  uncrowned— There  it 
stands. 

Emperors  decree  its  extermination— There 
it  stands. 

Atheists  rail  against  it— There  it  stands. 

Agnostics  smile  cynically— There  it  stands. 

Profane  prayerless  punsters  caricature 
it— There  it  stands. 

Unbelief  abandons  it— There  it  stands. 

Higher  critics  deny  its  claim  to  inspira- 
tion—There it  stands. 


The  flames  are  kindled  about  it— Ther 
stands. 

The  tooth  of  time  gnaws  but  makes  no  dei 
it— There  it  stands.  / 

Infidels  predict  its  abandonment— Ther 
stands. 

Modernism  tries  to  explain  it  away— Thei 
stands. 


Despised  and  torn  in  pieces, 

By  infidels  decried — 
The  thunderbolts  of  hatred 

The  haughty  cynics'  pride — 
All  these  have  railed  against  it 

In  this  and  other  lands, 
Yet  dynasties  have  fallen, 

And  still  the  Bible  stands! 


TUESDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Samuel  17,  18 

HOW  READEST  THOU? 

A  young  lady,  asked  by  her  friend  to  expl  i 
what  is  meant  by  devotional  reading  of  the  Bits 
made  answer  as  follows: 

"Yesterday  morning  I  received  a  letter  fri 
one  to  whom  I  had  given  my  heart  and  devo  i 
my  life.  I  freely  confess  to  you  that  I  have  rti 
that  letter  five  times,  not  because  I  did  :Si 
understand  it  at  the  first  reading,  nor  becausS 
expected  to  commend  myself  to  the  author  I 
frequent  reading  of  his  epistle.  It  was  not  wl 
me  a  question  of  duty,  but  simply  one  i 
pleasure.  I  read  it  because  I  am  devoted  to  y 
one  who  wrote  it. 

'  'To  read  the  Bible  with  the  same  motive  in 
read  it  devotionally,  and  to  one  who  reads  ity 
that  spirit  it  is  indeed  a  love  Letter." 


Search  the  Scriptures  every  day, 
Search,  and  find  there  hidden  away, 
Like  a  pearl  within  its  shell, 
Promises  that  fears  dispel. 
Search,  and  find  God's  words  impart 
Treasures  to  enrich  the  heart. 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Samuel  19,  20 
DON'T  LET  ME  GO  BACK  EMPTY-HANDE' 

Said  Robert  Moffat,  missionary  to  Afri^ 
"A  woman  came  to  me  after  having  walked 
teen  miles,  and  said  that  she  wished  for  a  Nj" 
Testament.  I  said  to  her: 

"  'My  good  woman,  there  is  not  a  copy  to 
had.' 
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if"  'What!  Must  I  return  empty-handed?' 
"  'I  fear  you  must.' 

"  'Oh,'  she  said,  'I  borrowed  a  copy  once,  but 
owner  came  and  took  it  away,  and  now  I  sit 
li  my  family,  sorrowful,  because  we  have  no 
A  to  talk  to  us.  Now  we  are  far  from  anyone 
Is .  We  are  living  at  a  cattle  outpost,  and  no  one 
J  tach  us  but  the  Book.  Oh,  go  and  try  to  find  a 
';Jk!  Oh,  my  elder  brother,  do  go  and  try  to  find 
][>ok  for  me !  Surely  there  is  one  to  be  found, 
mot  let  me  go  back  empty.' 

"I  felt  deeply  for  her,  for  she  spoke  so 
aiestly,  and  I  said:  'Wait  a  little  and  I  will  see 
et  I  can  do.' 

I  'I  searched  here  and  there  and  at  last  found 
(j>py  and  brought  it  to  the  good  woman.  Oh,  if 
could  have  seen  how  her  eyes  brightened, 
she  clasped  my  hands  and  kissed  them  over 
over  again.  Anyway  she  went  with  the  Book, 
>icing,    with   a   heart   overflowing  with 
rtitude." 


Precious  things  of  wealth  untold, 
Stores  of  silver  and  of  gold, 
God  hides  oft  within  the  ground, 
Till  by  seeking  they  are  found. 
In  His  Word  He's  hidden,  too, 
Riches  that  He  means  for  you. 


MURSDAY, 
LfRIL 
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crtture  Reading— 2  Samuel  21,  22 

THE  POWER  OF  GOD'S  WORD 
ijAway  in  a  little  town  in  the  far  south  of 
dtentina  one  day  a  soldier,  attracted  by  the 
ond  of  singing,  entered  a  little  mission  hall  and 
ifilrd  the  gospel  preached.  He  stayed  behind  and 
plfie  to  the  missionary  who  asked  him  if  he  was 
.  'hristian. 

("Yes,  I  am,"  he  replied. 

"Where  did  you  hear  the  gospel?" 
l"From  my  mother." 

"Where  does  she  live?" 

"She  is  a  long  way  off,  but  will  you  come  and 
ejher?  She  has  never  heard  a  preacher,  and 
h  will  be  glad  to  see  you." 

The  missionary  went,  and  found  on  a  distant 
an,  where  no  missionary  had  ever  been,  an  old 
Jlistian  woman.  She  told  him  that  years  before 
i  )lporteur,  passing  that  way,  had  left  a  copy  of 
h  Word  of  God.  She  had  read  it,  her  eyes  had 
Kjn  opened,  and  she  had  come  to  know  Jesus 
Slkst  as  her  Saviour.  She  had  had  no  teacher  but 
hi  Spirit  of  God.  That  old  woman  was  the 
riper  of  fourteen  children.  At  the  time  the  mis- 
i'jiary  visited  her,  the  youngest  was  twelve 
Kirs  old,  and  she  had  led  every  one  of  those 
slfdren  to  Christ  through  the  reading  of  the 
!<iptures  left  by  an  unknown  colporteur. 
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Within  this  awful  volume  lies 
The  mystery  of  mysteries. 
Happiest  they  of  the  human  race 
To  whom  God  has  granted  grace 
To  read,  to  fear,  to  hope,  to  pray, 
To  lift  the  latch  and  force  the  way. 
And  better  had  they  ne'er  been  born 
Who  read  to  doubt,  or  read  to  scorn. 


FRIDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Beading— 2  Samuel  23,  24 

TWO  HUNDRED  LIVES 

A  few  years  before  the  war,  a  humble 
villager  in  eastern  Poland  received  a  Bible  from 
a  colporteur  who  visited  his  small  hamlet.  He 
read  it,  was  converted,  and  passed  the  book  on  to 
others.  Through  that  one  Bible  two  hundred 
more  became  believers.  When  the  colporteur, 
Michael  Billester,  revisited  the  town  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1940,  the  group  gathered  to  worship  and 
listen  to  his  preaching.  Billester  suggested  that 
instead  of  giving  the  customary  testimonies  they 
all  recite  verses  of  Scripture. 

Thereupon  a  man  arose  and  asked, 
"Perhaps  we  have  misunderstood.  Did  you  mean 
verses  or  chapters?" 

"Do  you  mean  to  say  there  are  people  here 
who  can  recite  chapters  of  the  Bible?"  asked  Mr. 
Billester  in  astonishment. 

That  was  precisely  the  case.  Those  villagers 
had  memorized,  not  only  chapters,  but  whole 
books  of  the  Bible.  Thirteen  knew  Matthew  and 
Luke  and  half  of  Genesis.  One  had  committed  all 
the  Psalms  to  memory.  Together,  the  two  hun- 
dred knew  virtually  the  entire  Bible.  Passed 
around  from  family  to  family  and  brought  to  the 
gathering  on  Sundays,  the  old  Book  had  become 
so  worn  with  use  that  its  pages  were  hardly  legi- 
ble. 


Search  the  Scripture's  precious  store 
As  the  miner  digs  for  ore, 
Finding  wisdom  not  of  earth, 
Far  above  a  ruby's  worth. 
Search,  and  you  will  surely  find 
Treasures  to  enrich  the  mind. 


SATURDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  1  —  2:25 

GOING  BY  THE  BOOK 
Two  men,  the  one  a  foreman,  the  other,  one 
of  the  carpenters  under  him,  were  standing  on 
the  desk  of  a  steamship  then  on  the  stocks,  in  one 
of  the  shipbuilding  yards  on  the  Clyde.  "Well, 
S— ,"  said  the  foreman,  "I  have  been  anxious  to 
(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson^ 


For  April  15 

IN  THE  SHADOW 
OF  THE  CROSS 

Lesson  Text:  Mark  14:22-36 
Memory  Verse:  Mark  14:36 

Spring  storm  warnings  have 
become  familiar  and  are  often 
helpful  in  the  wide  areas  where 
tornadoes  occur.  We  are  taught 
to  distinguish  between  a 
"storm  watch,"  which  in- 
dicates that  conditions  are 
right  for  a  damaging  blow  to 
develop,  and  a  "storm 
warning,"  which  says  that  a 
storm  is  active  in  the  area. 

Knowing  what  to  expect,  we 
are  prevented  from  going  blind- 
ly into  danger,  and  we  are  less 
likely  to  be  paralyzed  with 
panic  when  a  storm  hits.  We 
are  taught,  moreover,  to  pro- 
tect ourselves  and  to  provide 
for  the  emergencies  of  reloca- 
tion. We  have  learned  that  un- 
needed  precautions  are  infinite- 
ly better  than  unnecessary 
casualties.  We  have  learned 
also  the  tremendous  value  of 
togetherness  in  a  storm— in 
warning  beforehand,  in  sharing 
of  shelter,  in  rescuing  the  in- 
jured, and  in  cleaning  up  later. 

Today's  lesson  presents  a 
series  of  storm  signals  that 
Jesus  set  before  His  apostles, 
and  through  them  to  all  who 
will  pay  attention.  The  im- 
mediate storm  involved  the  im- 
pending suffering  and  death  of 
Jesus.  Kindred  storms  still  spin 
off  in  every  direction  where 
there  is  opposition  to  Christ  and 
His  body,  the  church. 

In  the  later  days  of  Jesus' 
ministry  He  had  persistently 
raised  a  "storm  watch."  Condi- 
tions for  the  rejection,  condem- 
nation, and  death  of  Jesus  were 
developing.  Now  it  was  a 
"storm  warning."  Destruction 
was  at  hand.  The  disciples 
needed  to  know  it.  They  needed 
to  be  warned  against  overcon- 
fidence  on  the  one  hand  and 
panic  on  the  other.  They  had  to 
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recognize  their  need  for 
help— help  from  one  another 
and  help  from  God— if  they 
were  to  survive.  The  same 
needs,  in  modern  garb,  affect 
Christians  in  Our  Town,  1984. 

In  last  week's  lesson  we  saw 
the  confrontation  that  left  the 
temple  authorities  searching 
for  a  way  to  destroy  Jesus 
without  arousing  the  people 
who  regarded  Him  as  their 
Messiah.  Later  events 
heightened  the  tension  as  Jesus 
taught  day  by  day  in  the  tem- 
ple. His  message  sounded  an  in- 
creasingly somber  note,  with 
parables  of  judgment  and 
predictions  of  destruction  com- 
ing upon  Jerusalem. 

The  fourteenth  chapter  of 
Mark,  assigned  for  today's 
reading,  takes  up  the 
Sanhedrin's  stalled  plot  against 
Jesus  and  shows  what  they  ac- 
cepted as  a  solution.  After 
noting  the  Council's  dilemma 
(vv.  1,  2),  Mark  recounts  an  in- 
cident that  happened  several 
days  earlier  at  a  dinner  in 
Bethany  (vv.  3-9;  compare 
John  12:1-8).  On  that  occasion 
Judas  had  drawn  a  severe 
rebuke  for  his  greed  with 
reference  to  Mary's  anointing 
of  Jesus.  Smarting  under  that 
rebuke,  Judas  went  to  the 
authorities  and  offered  to  show 
them  where  Jesus  could  be 
taken  into  custody  without  in- 
citing a  riot  (Mark  14:10,  11). 

Before  the  plot  could  be  car- 
ried out,  Jesus  arranged  to  eat 
the  Passover  Feast  with  His 
disciples  (vv.  12-17).  The  event 
recalled  the  occasion  when  the 
Children  of  Israel  went  out 
from  Egypt.  Center  of  the  feast, 
both  in  Egypt  and  in  each 
year's  memorial,  was  the 
Passover  lamb.  The  blood  ap- 
plied to  the  doorposts  of  the 
Israelites'  houses  had  saved 
them  from  the  death  that 
visited  the  firstborn  of  the 
Egyptians.  So  the  Lamb  of 
God— "Christ  our  Passover" 
(1  Corinthians  5:7)— was  to 
shed  His  blood  to  save  sinners. 


But  this  was  not  yet  clear  eU 
to  the  apostles. 

For  many  reasons,  there$|| 
Jesus  desired  to  eat  il 
Passover  with  His  disciples! 
His  direction  they  found) 
suitably  furnished  room  I 
crowded  Jerusalem  and  j 
pared  the  feast.  Judj 
learning  that  he  stood  (| 
demned  by  his  treacheij 
departed  to  arrange  for  Jesjj 
arrest  in  Gethsemane.  To  i 
remaining  eleven  apost 
Jesus  proceeded  to  give  a  r| 
teaching  and  to  establish  a  SI 
feast  against  the  background* 
the  ancient  Passover. 

Amid  all  the  tragedy  si 
rounding  the  Cross  of  Jesf 
His  unrelieved  loneliniij 
stands  out.  As  fulfillment  of  ( 
Passover  prophecy.  He  II 
"the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foil 
dation  of  the  world"  (Reveij 
tion  13:8).  As  the  Get 
Shepherd  He  bore  alone  II 
stroke  of  affliction  that  scl 
tered  the  flock  (see  Verse  II 
The  hymn  says  it  poignantly! 

"Alone,  alone,  He  bore  it  al 
alone ; 

He  gave  Himself  to  save  His  ownf 
He  suffered,  bled  and  died  aloneij 

alone."  —  Standard  Lessor, 

Commentary 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 
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|i     FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  17) 

r^.ve  a  conversation  with  you. 
;|n  told  you  are  one  of  those 
olople  who  say  they  know  for 
cjrtain  that  they  are  saved.  Is 
ttat  true?"  "Yes,**  said  S-, 
l'  [uite  true;  thank  God,  I  know 
tin  saved;  in  fact,  there  is 
nthing  I'm  more  sure  of,  than 
tat  I'm  saved."  "Well,  now," 
gjid  the  foreman,  "that  is 
[something  I  cannot  see 
though,  how  any  man  can  say 
tliat  he  is  saved  as  long  as  he  is 
iijthis  world.  I  think  it  is  rather 
fjesumptuous  for  anyone  to 
3y  so  .  .  .  ."  "Well,"  said  S-, 
ii" m  not  at  all  surprised  at  you, 
t it  there  is  a  reality  in  being 
med,  in  being  a  child  of  God, 
sad  in  knowing  it.  What  is  the 
ikieadth  of  this  waterway?" 
t%e  foreman,  astonished  at  the 
Bparent  sudden  change  in  the 
odnversation,  said  "Why,  four- 
ten  inches  all  around,  to  be 
Isijre;  what  makes  you  ask  that, 
wien  you  know?"  "But  are  you 
;<Jite  sure  that  it  is  to  be  four- 
len  inches?"  "Certainly." 
'  Sut  what  makes  you  so  sure  ? ' ' 
'Vhy  I'm  going  by  the  book," 
£id,  as  he  said  so,  he  pulled  a 
tjok  out  of  his  pocket,  in  which 
\hre  marked  the  sizes  and  posi- 
t)n  of  the  various  things  on  the 
tick.  "I'm  sure  it  is  fourteen 
iches,  for  it  is  here  in  the  book, 
£id  I  got  the  book  from  head- 
darters."  "Oh!  I  see,"  said 
H- ;  "now  look  here;  that  is  ex- 
itly  how  I  know  I'm  saved. 
in  just  going  by  the  Book.  It 
time  from  headquarters— it  is 
Od's  Word." 


tarch  the  Scriptures,  finding 
there 

lirist,  its  chief  est  Treasure 
rare, 

trough  whom  God  makes 
wealth  abound 

Jj  each  life  where  He  is  found, 
varch,  and  find  what  Christ 
will  do 

'.)  enrich  all  life  for  you. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's 
lister  Book  of  New  Illustrations, 
Ulter  B.  Knight. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

COLLEGE  ESCAPES 
TORNADO  DAMAGE 

We  are  most  thankful  to 
report  that  Mount  Olive  College 
did  not  suffer  any  damage  from 
the  severe  tornadoes  which 
struck  the  Mount  Olive  area  on 
March  28. 

Across  town  from  the  Col- 
lege, however,  there  was 
damage  to  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  the  houses  in  the 
southeastern  section  of  town. 
Large  trees  were  uprooted, 
some  houses  were  completely 
destroyed  and  two  people  were 
killed. 

We  appreciate  those  who 
have  called  to  inquire  about  the 
storm  and  to  express  their  in- 
terest in  the  College. 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 


Kinston,  First  20.00 
Moseley's  Creek  20.00 
Russell's  Creek  5.00 
Sandy  Plain  25.00 
Warsaw,  First  50.00 
Union  Number  5  65.00 

Total  $  345.00 

PEE  DEE 

Beaverdam  $  200.00 
District  90.00 

Total  $  290.00 

WESTERN 

Flood's  Chapel  $  20.00 
Free  Union  34.30 
Northern  20.00 
Sherron  Acres  40.00 
Stoney  Creek  924.00 

Total  $1,038.30 

STATEWIDE 

Christian  Service  Fund  $  137.54 

Total  $  137.54 


CHDLDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 
warm"!  How  compassionate 
can  one  be  at  90  +  years  old. 
God  bless  you,  Mrs.  Lizzie! 
You'll  see  the  remnants  of  this 
quilt  again  ...  in  "God's 
Jewelry  Box" ! 

TAYLOR  TO  SPEAK 

On  April  15,  1984,  Mr.  Bobby 
Taylor   will   be   speaking  at 


Macedonia  Church  (Eastern 
Conference)  for  the  morning 
worship  service.  The  Rev. 
Walter  Sutton  is  pastor  of 
Macedonia. 


CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

teachers  to  use.  As  a  buying 
guide,  I  have  put  together  a  list 
of  books  and  resources  which 
you  can  use.  If  you  would  like 
this  list,  send  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to  me  and  I 
will  gladly  send  this  list  to  you. 
My  address  is  614  Park  Avenue, 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

April  12 — Western  Ordaining 
Council,  10  a.m.,  Unity 
Church 

April  12,  13 — Evangelism  Con- 
ference 

April  13— High  School  Student 
Visitation  Day,  Mount  Olive 
College,  9:45  a.m. 

April  lit — Western  District  Aux- 
iliary, Mount  Zion  (Nash) 

April  15 — Palm  Sunday 

April  19 — Maundy  Thursday 

April  19 — Board  of  Superan- 
nuation meets,  2  p.m.,  head- 
quarters 

April  20 — Good  Friday 

April  22 — Easter 

April  22 — Taylor  Hill  Memorial 
Offering  Sunday 

April  23— The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  and  Bookstores  closed 

April  23 — Cape  Fear  Ordaining 
Council,  1:30  p.m. 

April  23 — Cape  Fear  Ministers' 
Fellowship,  Smithfield  Bible 
and  Bookstore 

April  23 — Central  Ministers' 
Fellowship,  11  a.m. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

In  the  early  days  of  this 
publication,  ads  were  sold 
to  help  support  it. 
Although  times  have  not 
always  been  easy,  ads 
have  not  been  sold  for  at 
least  the  last  25  years. 
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JOIN  THE  CROWD- 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE! 

lYou  should  attend  the  1984  Evangelism 
Conference,  April  12  and  13,  at 
Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims, 

North 
Carolina. 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions 
and 

Church  Extension 
Box  38 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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Because  He  Lives 

Each  of  us  has  attended  a  dramatic  production  at  son 
time  or  another.  We  have  done  so  as  spectators  but  four 
ourselves  caught  up  in  the  emotions  and  struggles  of  tt 
characters  being  portrayed.  We  shared  so  totally  with  the  pe 
formers  that  we  wept  when  they  wept,  we  laughed  when  the 
laughed.  We  felt  the  pain  and  agony  of  defeat  with  them  so  ii 
tensely  they  could  have  been  our  own;  and  yes,  we  ha\ 
"tasted"  the  thrill  of  victory.  But  when  the  final  words  of  th 
script  were  uttered  and  the  curtain  fell,  we  went  our  wa^ 
somehow  aware  that  what  we  had  just  experienced  was  all  fi< 
tion.  We  assumed  that  our  experience  was  only  intended  fc 
entertainment. 

Yes,  you  and  I  have  all  done  this.  The  trouble  is,  I  wonde 
if  we  do  not  regard  Easter  in  the  same  light.  If  we  do  vie^ 
Easter  as  just  another  day,  we  will  return  to  a  world  of  ster 
reality  on  Monday,  unchanged  by  what  we  have  seen,  heart 
and  felt. 

We  need  to  understand  that  without  the  Resurrectior 
there  is  no  gospel,  no  hope,  no  church,  no  Christian  faith.  1 
was  the  proclamation  of  the  Resurrection  that  turned 
bewildered  group  of  followers  into  a  church  that  had  bee; 
given  a  clue  to  life  and  death.  This  group  of  followers  did  no 
just  believe  in  someone  who  preached  a  gospel,  but  in  the  On« 
who  Himself  was  the  gospel  sealed  by  the  acts  of  Calvary  an< 
Easter.  It  is  the  Resurrection  that  illumines  all  the  paradoxes 
parables,  healings  and  miracles  He  performed.  In  fact,  the} 
all  fit  into  the  Resurrection  pattern  and  add  their  testimony  ti 
the  risen  Lord.  Christianity  begins  with  the  Resurrection,  fo 
it  is  the  central  miracle  of  our  faith.  Everything  else  depend/ 
upon  our  belief  in  it.  Our  hearts  and  lives  must  testify  to  thd 
Resurrection  of  Christ  as  the  pivot  around  which  everything 
else  revolves. 

We  need  to  listen  to  our  experiences  and  understand  tha 
we  are  loved  with  an  unending,  unlimited  love.  God  gav* 
Himself  to  us  in  Jesus  and  because  He  lives  .  .  . 

I  can  face  tomorrow; 

Because  He  lives  all  fear  is  gone; 

Because  I  know  He  holds  the  future, 

And  life  is  worth  the  living  just  because  He  lives. 
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HE  TOOK  MY  WHIPPING  FOR  ME 


by  Dr.  L.  G.  Broughton 


The  Rev.  A.  C.  Dixon,  the  Baptist  preacher, 
vlo  was  born  in  the  mountains  of  Virginia, 
rjates  the  following: 

i  Years  ago  there  was  a  certain  school  in  his 
action  which  no  teacher  could  handle.  The 
tys  were  so  rough  that  the  teachers  resigned. 

]  A  young,  grey-eyed  teacher  applied,  and 
tfe  old  director  scanned  him,  then  said, 
'foung  feller,  do  you  know  what  you  are  ask- 
i^?  An  awful  beatin'!  Every  teacher  you  have 
.1  d  for  years  has  had  to  take  it." 
I    He  replied,  "I'll  risk  it." 
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Finally,  he  appeared  for  duty.  One  big 
fellow,  Tom,  whispered,  "I  won't  need  any 
help,  I  can  lick  him  myself." 

The  teacher  said,  "Good  morning  boys,  we 
have  come  to  conduct  school!"  They  yelled  at 
the  top  of  their  voices.  "Now,  I  want  a  good 
school,  but  confess  I  do  not  know  how  unless 
you  help  me.  Suppose  we  have  a  few  rules.  You 
tell  me  and  I  will  write  them  on  the 
blackboard." 

One  fellow  yelled,  "No  stealin'!"  Another 
yelled,  "On  time."  Finally  ten  rules  appeared. 


"Now,"  said  the  teacher,  "a  law  is  no  good 
unless  there  is  a  penalty  attached.  What  shall 
we  do  with  the  one  who  breaks  them?" 

"Beat  him  across  the  back  ten  times 
without  his  coat  on." 

"That  is  pretty  severe,  boys.  Are  you  ready 
to  stand  by  it?" 

Another  yell,  and  the  teacher  said,  "School 
comes  to  order!" 

In  a  day  or  so  "Big  Tom"  found  his  dinner 
was  stolen.  Upon  inquiry  the  thief  was 
located— a  little  hungry  fellow  about  ten.  The 
next  morning  the  teacher  announced,  "We  have 
found  the  thief  and  he  must  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  your  rule— ten  stripes  across  the 
back!  Jim,  come  up  here!" 

The  little  fellow,  trembling,  came  up  slowly 
with  a  big  coat  fastened  up  to  the  neck  and 
pleaded,  "Teacher,  you  can  lick  me  as  hard  as 
you  like,  but  please  don't  make  me  take  my 
coat  off!" 

"Take  that  coat  off;  you  helped  make  the 
rules! " 

"Oh,  teacher,  don't  make  me!"  He  began 
to  unbutton,  and  what  did  the  teacher  behold! 
Lo,  the  lad  had  no  shirt  on,  but  strings  for 
braces  over  his  little  bony  body. 

"How  can  I  whip  this  child?"  thought  he. 
"But  I  must  do  something  if  I  keep  this 
school."  Everything  was  quiet  as  death.  "How 
come  you  to  be  without  a  shirt,  Jim?" 


He  replied:  "My  father  died  and  Moth 
very  poor.  I  have  only  one  shirt  to  my  nam 
and  she  is  washing  that  today,  and  I  wore 
brother's  big  coat  to  keep  warm." 

The  teacher,  with  rod  in  hand,  hesitate^ 
Just  then  "Big  Tom"  jumped  to  his  feet  an< 
said,  "Teacher,  if  you  don't  object,  I  will  ta 
Jim's  licking  for  him." 

"Very  well,  there  is  a  certain  law  that  < 
can  become  a  substitute  for  another.  Are  yc 
all  agreed?" 

Off  came  Tom's  coat,  and  after  five  hai 
strokes  the  rod  broke !  The  teacher  bowed  h 
head  in  his  hands,  and  thought  "How  can  I 
finish  this  awful  task?" 

Then  he  heard  the  entire  school  sobbing 
and  what  did  he  see?  Little  Jim  had  reache< 
and  caught  Tom  with  both  arms  around  the 
neck.  "Tom,  I  am  awful  hungry.  Tom,  I'll  1( 
you  till  I  die  for  taking  my  licking  for  me!  "5 
I'll  love  you  forever!" 

You  and  I  have  broken  every  rule  and 
deserve  eternal  punishment!  But  Jesus  Chrl 
took  our  scourging  for  us,  died  in  our  stead, 
and  now  offers  to  clothe  us  with  His  garmen 
of  salvation. 

Will  you  not  fall  at  His  feet  and  tell  Him 
you  will  love  and  follow  Him  forever?  "The 
wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 


AN  EASTER  SUNDAY 
PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION 

God,  you  are  indeed  the  worker  of 
miracles.  You  take  the  worst  that  peopl( 
can  do  and  refuse  to  let  it  be  the  last  or 
final  word.  You  take  the  Crucifixion  ant 
follow  it  by  the  Resurrection.  You  go 
beyond  death  to  life.  You  turn  sure  defel 
into  glorious  victory.  You  turn  despair  M 
joy,  you  conquer  sin  by  loving  the  sinnej 
You  take  those  who  have  waged  war 
against  you  and  call  them  to  be  your 
peacemakers  on  this  earth.  You  guide  II 
through  the  shadows  and  the  unknown, , 
through  our  fears  and  anxieties,  and  su^ 
prise  us  with  truths  we  keep  forgetting : 
this  is  your  world,  we  are  your  children, 
the  eternal  Good  News  is  that  Christ  is 
Lord,  the  Son  of  the  Living  God— He  wa 
dead,  behold,  He  is,  as  He  said  He  woul 
be  alive,  now  and  forever.  By  this  con- 
fidence we  welcome  the  gift  of  this  Eas 
Day,  and  in  this  confidence  we  pray  to 
you :  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and 
Saviour.  Amen. 
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News  and  Notes 


FESTIVAL  OF  GOSPEL  MUSIC 


New  Life  Singers 


A  Festival  of  Gospel  Music  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  5, 
I!  4,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.,  at  Eagles  Nest,  Mount  Olive.  The 
B|me  of  the  festival  will  be  "Walking  and  Talking  With  Jesus." 
lis  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
tit  Layman's  League  Convention. 

The  program  of  music  will  include:  The  Down  East  Boys,  Pot- 
hl's  Hill;  The  Watchmen,  Goldsboro;  The  Sentinels,  Durham; 
Cnny  and  the  Singing  Ambassadors,  New  Bern;  New  Life  Singers, 
Vlson;  The  New  Creations,  Mount  Olive  College;  Quinten  Mills 
aa  Deliverance,  Hollister;  and  The  Hall  Sisters,  Fremont. 


lual  Ladies  Night  Held  by 
ntral  Conference  Laymen 

On  March  24,  the  Laymen  of 
te  Central  Conference  held 
teir  annual  Ladies  Night  at 
I)se  Hill  Church,  Route  1, 
^interville. 

After  an  excellent  meal 
jrved  by  the  Rev.  Bruce  Jones 
■ijid  his  father,  the  group  was 
ijtertained  by  the  Mount  Olive 
{Jigers.  This  group  is  to  be 
•Immended  for  an  excellent 
1  ogram  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  fellowship  hall  was  filled 
J  most  to  capacity  which  shows 
1  at  the   interest   in  the 


Layman's  League  is  still  grow- 
ing. 

Thanks  go  to  Delano  Wilson 
and  all  the  men  of  the  Rose  Hill 
Layman's  League  for  putting 
together  this  meeting  and  also 
to  all  those  who  attended  and 
made  the  meeting  a  success. 


Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  Meeting 

On  Monday,  March  5,  the 
Central  Conference  Layman's 
League  held  its  quarterly 
meeting  at  King's  Cross  Roads 
Church,  near  Farmville. 


The  group  was  served  an  ex- 
cellent meal  by  the  local 
league.  The  meeting  was  the 
largest  in  attendance  ever  held, 
with  131  attending,  and  the 
largest  in  offering  ever  given, 
with  $145  given. 

Sunrise  Service  at 
Macedonia  Church 

On  Sunday,  April  22,  a 
sunrise  service  will  be  held  at 
Macedonia  Church,  Ernul.  The 
time  of  the  services  is  6  a.m. 
There  will  be  a  fellowship 
breakfast  at  7  a.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend. 

Cape  Fear  Union 
Meeting  to  Be  Held 

The  Cape  Fear  Union 
Meeting  will  be  held  at 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Route 
3,  Dunn,  on  Saturday,  April  28. 
The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Devotion,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Martin 
—Welcome,  Host  Church 
—Response,  Milton  Jones 
10:20— Enrollment   of   Officers  and 
Ministers 
—Recognition  of  Visitors 
—Reading   of   Minutes   of  Last 
Union 

—Appointment  of  Committees 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 

—  Report   of  Denominational 
Enterprises 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 
—Special  Music 

—Offering  and  Offertory  Prayer 

—  Message,    the    Rev.  Dennis 
Pollock 

12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjournment 
—Lunch  and  Christian  Fellowship 

Moderator,    the    Rev.    Jeff  Scar- 
borough 

Secretary,  Mrs.  Ruth  Warrick 

Special  Services  at 
Westside  Church 

On  Sunday,  May  6,  Westside 
Church  will  celebrate  its 
seventh  anniversary.  For  seven 
years  God  has  blessed  the  peo- 
ple there  and  now  they  want  to 
give  thanks  to  Him. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SUMMER  MISSIONARIES  TO  CALIFORNIA 


Cathy  and  Linda  Benninghoff 

Cathy  and  Linda  Benninghoff,  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mi 
Richard  Benninghoff,  Mount  Olive  College  students,  are  going* 
California  as  summer  missionaries  to  the  H'mong  people.  Leav 
around  the  end  of  May  or  first  of  June,  they  will  return  in  8  wee,i 
The  sisters  attend  Core  Creek  Church,  where  the  Rev.  Philip  W« 
is  pastor.  Cathy  is  majoring  in  elementary  education  and  LindEii 
majoring  in  psychology. 

Both  girls  accepted  Christ  as  their  Saviour  at  an  early  age  ai 
later  rededicated  their  lives  to  Christ.  In  their  junior  year  of  hit 
school,  they  submitted  their  lives  to  Christ  for  full-time  Christ! 
service. 

Originally  from  New  Bern,  North  Carolina,  they  moved  h 
Chaska,  Minnesota,  for  three  years.  While  there,  they  attencl 
Prior  Lake  Christian  School.  They  started  children's  churches! 
the  churches  they  attended,  always  starting  out  with  about  f<ji 
children,  but  some  increasing  to  about  thirty.  Linda  says,  "II 
always  hard  to  leave  a  church  ministry  when  you  have  watcheql 
progress  like  this." 


There  will  be  a  special  Sun- 
day school  and  morning  wor- 
ship service  followed  by  dinner 
on  the  church  grounds.  The 
afternoon  will  be  filled  with 
songs  from  former  and  present 
members  and  friends.  The 
evening  worship  service  will 
feature  a  special  musical  pro- 
gram by  the  Down  East  Boys. 

Morning  services  begin  at 
9:45  a.m.  and  evening  services 
at  7  p.m. 

The  church  is  located  at  1205 
Lynn  Drive  in  Kinston.  The 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Wayne  King. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
April  18-20 

Edgewood  Church,  near  Crisp 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Clarence  Harris, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.   Robert  Strick- 
land, pastor 
May's  Chapel  Church,  south  of 
Goldsboro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Reb  Lancaster, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Andrew  Hill, 
pastor 

Through  April  20 

Macedonia  Church,  Ernul 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Scott  Sowers, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton, 

pastor 

April  23-27 

Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads 
Ferry 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ransom  McAbee, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.   O.   B.  Taylor, 
pastor 

Spring  Hope  Church,  Route  5, 
New  Bern 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 

(Prayer  room  opens  at 
7:15  p.m.) 
The   Rev.    Jack  Combs, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Charles  Richard- 
son, pastor 

April  30 -May  4 

Core  Point  Chapel  Church,  on 
SR  1100,  about  13  miles  east 


of  Chocowinity  on  Highway  33 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   Gary  Webber, 
evangelist 

Albemarle  Conference 
Meetings  to  Be  Held 

Gum  Neck  Church,  Route  1, 
Columbia,  will  host  the  union 
meeting  of  the  Albemarle  Con- 
ference, on  April  28.  In  the 
evening,  the  Albemarle  League 
Convention  will  be  held  at 
Mount  Zion  Church.  The 
scheduled  programs  are  as 
follows : 

UNION  MEETING 
OPENING  SESSION 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 
10:00— Devotions,    the    Rev.  Bobby 
Brown 


10:10— Welcome,  Charles  F.  Cohoonl 
—Response,  the  Rev.  L.  A.  At 
brose 

10:15— Moderator's  Address,  the  R 

Charlie  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministji 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10 : 30— Offering  for  Denominational  1 
terprises 
— Announcements 
—Prayer  Time 
BUSINESS  SESSION 
10:40— Report  of  Children's  Home,  i 
Literature 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  Colles 

via  Literature 
—Report  of  Press,  via  Literatu 
—Report  of  Missions,  via  Litei 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via  Litei 
ture 

—Report  of  Retirement  Homi 
via  Literature 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Home  Missions 


"Sold  on 

Home  Missions 

and  Church  Extension? 

You  bet  I  am! 

Here's  how  I 

involved  our 

church. " 


When  the  Home  Missions  Board  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  introduced  their  "Key"  Program,  I 
jlooked  for  a  unique  way  to  promote  it  in  the  Marsh 
Swamp  Church.  My  first  effort  was  to  challenge  our 
Primary  Sunday  School  Class  to  give  $5  per  month  to 
jHome  Missions  for  a  year.  To  my  amazement,  the 
jclass  accepted  the  challenge  but  for  $10  per  month. 
|/Vhen  I  saw  their  enthusiasm,  I  challenged  the  other 
Sunday  school  classes  as  well  as  our  Layman's 
League  and  Ladies  Auxiliary.  Through  this  effort,  our 
|church  was  able  to  give  over  $1,200  to  Home  Mis- 
sions, in  a  12  month  period. 

I  can  truthfully  say  I  am  involved  in  Home  Mis- 
sions and  thanks  to  the  Home  Missions  Key  Program, 
so  are  the  people  of  the  Marsh  Swamp  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church.  We  challenge  your  Sunday 
school  and  your  church  to  get  involved  in  Home  Mis- 
sions. 

Yours  for  Christ, 
Ray  Wells,  Pastor 
Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
HOME  MISSIONS 
CHURCH  EXTENSION 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
March,  1984 
Total  $3,030.35 

CENTRAL 

Bethany  $  25.00 

Daniels  Chapel  50.00 

Elm  Grove  150.00 

Edge  wood  5.00 

Friendship  10.00 

Hugo  25.00 

Saratoga  91.32 

Total  $356.32 


EASTERN 

Bridgeton 
Dublin  Grove 
Faith  (Brunswick) 
Holly  Springs 
Oriental 
Pearsall  Chapel 
Piney  Grove 
Smith's  New  Home 
Snow  Hill 
Total 

PIEDMONT 

Heritage  Mission 
High  Point 
Total 

WESTERN 
Barnes  Hill 
New  Sandy  Hill 
Pleasant  Grove 
Sherron  Acres 
Spring  Hill 
St.  Mary's 
Union  Number  1 
Total 


$  19.00 
15.00 
10.00 
250.00 
5.00 
100.00 
50.00 
60.00 
100.00 
$609.00 


$135.54 
93.24 
$228.78 


$  56.25 
100.00 
360.00 
20.00 
125.00 
100.00 
75.00 
$836.25 


CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Harrell's  Chapel  Church, 
four  miles  northwest  of  Snow 
Hill,  will  be  in  need  of  a  full- 
time  pastor  on  July  1.  A  par- 
sonage is  provided.  Contact 
Elmer  Harrell  at  Route  4,  Box 
274-A,  Snow  Hill,  North 
Carolina  28580;  phone,  747-2893. 

COMING  EVENTS 

April — Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  Month 

April  19 — Maundy  Thursday 

April  19 — Board  of  Superan- 
nuation meets,  2  p.m.,  head- 
quarters 

April  20 — Good  Friday 

April  22 — Easter 
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Foreign  Missions 


MY  TESTIMONY 
(Part  IV) 


Mrs.  Jackie  Barnard 


In  Part  III  of  this  series  I 
shared  many  events  that  nearly 
led  me  to  openly  rebel  against 
God  and  His  will  for  my  life.  It 
is  my  prayer  that  you  never  ex- 
perience such  trials  of  faith.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  you  don't  have 
to!  My  problem  came  from 
within.  I  felt  that  within  myself 
was  the  ability  to  help  God. 
What  a  foolish  notion!  If  we 
would  just  grasp  the  truth  of 
Romans  7—9,  that  even  the 
good  we  would  do,  if  it  is  not 
motivated  by  God's  Spirit,  is 
sin  already,  we  could  rest  in 
Him.  He  would  carry  us  to 
greater  heights  than  we  could 
ever  imagine,  if  only  we  would 
allow  Him  complete  control. 

For  years  God  told  me  to 
leave  the  Air  Force  and  enter 
the  ministry.  I  kept  answering 
Him  in  the  same  way.  "A  mis- 
sionary cannot  support  a  grow- 
ing family."  Recurring  health 
problems,  education  of 
children,  and  even  daily  provi- 
sion make  a  missionary's  life 
uncertain,  to  say  the  least. 
After  all,  did  not  Paul  warn  us 
in  1  Timothy  5:8,  "But  if  any 
provide  not  for  his  own,  ...  he  is 
worse  than  an  infidel." 

I  again  went  into  plea 
bargaining  with  God.  "Okay 
God,  I'll  enter  the  ministry,  but 
not  as  a  missionary;  I'll  be  a 
chaplain.  After  all,  who  needs 
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You  more  than  GI's?" 
Besides,  I  thought  to  myself,  a 
chaplain  is  an  officer  and  en- 
joys many  privileges  (not  the 
least  of  which  is  financial 
security).  I  believed  I  could 
have  my  cake  and  eat  it  too.  I 
would  compromise  with  God's 
call  and  satisfy  myself  and 
Him. 

You  guessed  it.  What  a  fool  I 
was!  I  was  like  the  "Rich 
Young  Ruler"  in  Mark  10.  I 
could  only  go  away  from  Him 
sad.  The  one  thing  I  could  not 
give  up  was  financial  security. 
But,  God,  in  His  Infinite 
Wisdom,  solved  my  problem. 
He  removed  the  obstacle  that 
was  separating  me  from  Him. 
He  allowed  our  family  financial 
situation  to  crumble.  Now,  I 
had  no  excuse.  It  was  either 
trust  Him  COMPLETELY  or 
forever  turn  my  back  on  His 
call.  Was  I  ever  miserable! 

Many  people  have  influenced 
my  life.  Some  influences  were 
good  and  some  were  bad.  The 
person  that  has  had  the 
greatest  impact  upon  my  life, 
for  the  Lord,  is  not  a  well- 
known  evangelist  or  mis- 
sionary. Her  homelife  was 
anything  but  Christian.  Her  for- 
mal Bible  training  is  practical- 
ly nil.  Yet,  in  the  years  that  I 
have  known  her  she  has  never 
failed  to  radiate  the  love  and 
faithfulness  of  Christ  Jesus. 

This  lady  has  been  the  pillar 
of  strength  and  prayer  partner 
that  has  helped  a  confused 
young  man  redirect  his  path 
back  to  the  straight  and  nar- 
row. When  I  was  in  Thailand 
during  the  Viet  Nam  War  she 
kept  me  ever  before  the  throne 
of  grace.  When  I  wanted  to  give 
up  and  would  never  have 
entered  the  doors  of  a  church 
again,  she  gently  reminded  me 
of  His  great  love  and 
forgiveness.  When  my  family 
had  nothing  to  eat,  no  fuel  for 
the  fire,  no  money  to  pay  the 
bills,  and  no  hope  for  the  future 
her  faith  in  God's  ability  to  pro- 
vide never  wavered. 


For  fourteen  years  this  I 
has  been  God's  "guaiVa 
angel"  and  "guiding  ligh^ij 
my  life.  By  now  I'm  sure  I 
know  who  she  is.  She  is  j 
lovely  wife,  Jackie.  Without 3 
loving  concern  I  would  not  t! 
God's  will  today.  Her  sini 
childlike  faith  in  God  has  oU 
humbled  my  selfish  impulU 
At  the  most  crucial  point  inW 
life  God  gave  me  a  rope  to  19 
on  to— a  rope  firmly  anchxl 
to  this  world's  one  true  foui 
tion,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

When  God  calls  a  person 
specific   ministry,   He  wj 
that   person   to  immedia 
acknowledge  Him.  If  a  hi 
meet   is   needed,    God  I 
provide.  If  God  is  calling  yol 
serve,  take  my  advice,  d,i 
put  Him  off  with  excuses  i 
silly  conditions.  Just  answer 
did  Isaiah  of  old,  "...  Hereji 
I;  send  me." 

Charles  Bar  a 


WINNERS  OF  SWORD  DRi 


Winners  in  the  1984  North  Cardi 
State  League  Convention  Sword  II 
which  was  held  at  Beaverdam  Chui 
Chadbourn,  were  Melissa  Sanderii 
first  place— Junior;  Sharon  Triv|j 
first  place— Intermediate  (both  II 
First  Church,  Goldsboro);  and  I 
runner-up— Intermediate  from  Hicljt 
Chapel,  Ahoskie.  Each  first-place  I 
ner  will  receive  an  all-expense-]|i 
week  at  Cragmont,  and  the  sec|< 
place  winner  will  receive  a  half-]i 
trip. 

I  would  love  to  send  you  a  pamrn 
showing  how  to  organize  a  training 
gram  for  your  youth  to  meet  each  v  i 
for  Bible  training,  and  for  the  stat<3 
ble  Sword  Drill  which  is  assigned  to  I 
all  year. 

Margare  I 
Res 

Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina  fl 
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Is  there  anyone  who  doesn't 
tye  "strokes"?  Self-made  men 
Ikast  of  their  autonomy;  their 
]|ck  of  need  to  be  encouraged 
c  praised.  But  their  very  boast 
jiiplies  their  need  of  recogni- 
tion from  other  human  beings. 
]ach  of  us  hides,  behind  the 
jirtains  of  total  honesty,  that 
Lstem  whereby  we  may  be 
Issured  of  obtaining  praise 
l:om  someone  .  .  .  sometime.  It 
i.  a  kind  of  safety  valve  for  self- 
I'iteem  and  worth.  Most  adults 
f  ive  become  quite  proficient  in 
It  ladowing  those  drives  "to  be 
» rticed."  And  in  the  end,  our 
i  ibtle  tactics  usually  bring  us 

to  the  limelight  in  dazzling 

Humility." 

'How  often  parents  criticize 
hd  suppress  the   efforts  of 
jiildren  who  are  saying  in  the 
pst  way   they   know  how, 
jPlease  notice  me ! ' '  They  may 
!iy  it   in   terms   of  crying, 
lisbehaving,    disobeying,  or 
/en  fighting  back.  Quickly, 
(jiults  and  parents  reprimand 
jich  behavior  as  "unaccep- 
:  01e."  In  reality  there  is  only 
i  tie  difference  in  this  kind  of 
ehavior   and   adult  mani- 
!  julative  behavior ;  children  are 
Jiore  honest  and  open  about 
dieir  feelings,   because  they 
mven't  learned  the  secrets  of 
,  |ing  on  the  outside  about  how 
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they  feel  on  the  inside.  Now,  it 
should  not  be  understood  that 
children  should  be  given  total 
liberty  in  expressions  of  inner 
feelings.  (Freudian  psychology 
has  proven  this  kind  of  freedom 
unacceptable!)  Rather,  these 
thoughts  are  to  provoke  parents 
and  adults  who  work  with 
children  to  look  beyond  the 
behavior  in  order  to  determine 
need.  It  has  been  my  ex- 
perience in  fourteen  years  of 
working  with  children  that 
most  "bad"  behavior  directly 
reflects  an  interior  need. 
Children  are  people  too  .  .  .  they 
even  talk  when  adults  try  to 
communicate !  And  many  times 
conversation  is  more  "listening 
than  conversing." 

We  are  in  the  business  of 
"noticing  children."  And  in 
most  cases,  we  do  more  listen- 
ing than  conversing.  By  the 
time  most  of  our  children  get  to 
us,  "listening"  is  an  issue  that 
has  been  long  overdue.  But 
listening  implies  understand- 
ing, and  understanding,  wis- 
dom. The  Scriptures  exhort  us 
"if  any  man  seek  wisdom,  let 
him  ask  of  God."  We  recognize 
the  source  of  our  wisdom.  And 
we  realize  the  channel  through 
which  it  comes— prayer.  Know- 
ing that  "the  effectual  fervent 
prayer   of   a   righteous  man 


Children's  Home 

availeth  much,"  we  desire  your 
prayers  more  than  any 
treasure  you  may  offer  to  your 
Child  Care  ministry. 


WHITE  OAK  CHURCH 
TO  HAVE 
SPECIAL  SERVICE 


■ 


The  Rev.  Squire  Parsons 

The  Rev.  Squire  Parsons 
from  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
will  be  at  White  Oak  Church,  in 
Bladenboro,  North  Carolina,  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  19, 
with  the  service  beginning  at 
7:30  p.m. 

In  1975,  Squire  joined  the 
Kingsmen  Quartet  and  sang 
baritone  with  the  group  for  the 
next  four  years.  In  April  1979, 
he  answered  God's  call  to  a  full- 
time  singing,  preaching 
ministry. 

Squire  is  a  gifted  song  writer, 
having  written  hundreds  of 
songs  including,  "Look  for  Me 
at  Jesus'  Feet,"  "Sweet  Beulah 
Land,"  and  "The  Broken 
Rose." 

White  Oak  Church  is  located 
on  Highway  211  Business  in 
Bladenboro.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Jack  Lassiter,  and  the 
congregation  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  everyone  to  come 
for  this  very  special  service. 
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Mount  Olive  College 


STUDENTS  AID  TORNADO  VICTIMS 


OSCAR  KORNEGAY 
FUND  ESTABLISHED 


Oscar  Kornegay  (left)  receives  a 
check  from  college  Chaplain  Frank 
Harrison.  The  Kornegay  Family  lost  all 
of  their  possessions  when  the  tornado 
swept  through  parts  of  the  town  of 
Mount  Olive. 

On  the  night  of  March  28,  the 
William  Oscar  Kornegay  fami- 
ly of  Mount  Olive  lost 
everything  they  owned.  The 
tornado  struck  the  area  where 
the  family  lived. 

As  Kornegay  said,  "Every- 
thing is  gone.  It  all  just  blew 
away." 

Kornegay,  who  has  worked  in 
the  college  Maintenance 
Department  for  nearly  three 
years,  received  immediate  aid. 
The  college  established  the 
Oscar  Kornegay  Fund. 
Chaplain  Frank  Harrison  coor- 
dinated efforts  to  provide 
clothing,  household  items  and 
cash  donations  for  the  family. 
So  far,  employees  of  the  college 
have  donated  numerous  needed 
items  and  over  $600.  More  gifts 
are  being  received  daily. 

Two  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  have  also  contributed 
to  the  Kornegay  Fund.  Offer- 
ings received  are:  $554  from 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn, 
the  Rev.  Ted  Bryant,  pastor; 
and  $200  from  Branch  Chapel 
Church,  near  Selma,  the  Rev. 
Ashley  Turner,  pastor. 

"The  response  has  been  ex- 
cellent," said  Chaplain  Har- 
rison, "not  only  for  Oscar,  but 
for  other  people  in  the  area  as 
well." 


When  the  call  for  assistance  went  out,  after  the  recent  torns 
destruction  in  the  town  of  Mount  Olive,  many  of  our  stude^ 
responded. 

The  American  Legion  Hall  in  Mount  Olive  was  a  collect: 
point  for  donations  to  the  disaster  victims.  The  Hall  was  the  see 
of  massive  efforts  to  sort,  size,  box  and  distribute  the  donations 

Mount  Olive  College  students  pictured  working  at 
American  Legion  Hall  are  Ellen  Sandlin  of  Beulaville,  War 
Jones  of  Pine  Level,  and  Amy  Rivenbark  of  Mount  Olive.  Wan 
Jones,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudolph  R.  Jones,  is  a  member 
Pine  Level  Church. 


1! 


ELLA  B.  BOYETTE  FAMDLY  AND  FRIENDS 


Seated  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  Dorothea  B.  Craddock  (daughter);  Mrs.  Ella  Boy 
Boyette;  Mrs.  Carrena  B.  Williams  (sister).  Standing:  V.  T.  Craddock  (son-in-la\ 
Marie  Mitchell  (daughter) ;  Mrs.  Flonnie  W.  Creech  (friend);  all  from  Johns 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  President  and  Mrs.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mount  01 
College. 
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LLA  BOYKIN  BOYETTE 
CELEBRATES 
94th  BIRTHDAY 

I  ^ach  year  as  the  crab  apple 
tojoms  announce  the  coming  of 
sfing,  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Boyette  of 
*Kply  comes  to  Mount  Olive 
C  lege  to  celebrate  her  birth- 
Mi  r.  This  year  she  was  94.  Her 
Is  ;rest  in  the  crab  apple  trees 
j  »s  back  to  the  late  1960s  when 
13] :  was  a  member  of  the  first 
wdscape  committee  for  the 
tjv  campus  of  the  College.  She 
B  her  late  husband,  Jim 
lyette,  came  often  to  the  cam- 
with  their  shovels  and  other 
«-den  tools— and  with  loads  of 
lies  and  plantings  from  her 
wn  garden  in  Johnston  Coun- 
ty At  the  southwest  turn  of  the 
ctnpus  is  a  plot  of  crab  apple 
tiies  affectionately  called 
i"  oyette's  Garden"  because  it 
■  s  planted  by  Ella  and  Jim 
iiArette. 

\s  long  as  their  health  per- 
il tted  the  Boyettes  personally 
c/ed  for  the  trees,  and  even 
m  "Miss  Ella"  likes  to  come 
ariually  for  her  own  inspec- 
tljti.  This  year  a  tornado  took 
tls  blossoms  away  before  Miss 
Ela  could  get  to  the  campus, 
bt  she  still  wanted  to  make  her 

nual  visit. 

Several  weeks  before  her 
ttthday  on  April  4,  she  asked 
h  r  family  not  to  give  her  birth- 
id  y  presents  but  to  make  gifts 
(t  Mount  Olive  College.  The 
g  ts  were  added  to  their  family 
ledowment  at  the  College, 
'  he  William  Anderson  and 
(Ctherine  Rains  Boykin  En- 
iwment,"  named  for  the 
[rents  of  "Miss  Ella"  and  her 
I  ir  sisters  and  brother. 

When  their  brother,  the  Rev. 
Vlliam  Guy  Boykin,  died  in 
1 T4,  his  sisters  established  the 
<  dowment  from  the  balance  of 
h  estate.  Since  that  time 
nmbers  of  the  family  and 
i  ends  have  also  contributed  to 
t  i  fund.  The  income  is  used  to 
l'ovide  scholarships  for 
ilnisters  or  students  who  are 
lumbers  of  Rains  Cross  Roads 
ityurch,  the  home  church  of  the 
tyykin  Family.   The  Boykin 


Family  Bible,  which  is  more 
than  a  century  old  and  contains 
dates  of  marriages,  deaths  and 
births,  has  been  given  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

All  of  "Miss  Ella's"  sisters 
are  living:  Mrs.  Carrena  B. 
Williams  of  Kenly,  North 
Carolina  (born  1892),  Mrs.  Eva 
B.  Williamson  of  Princeton, 
North  Carolina  (born  1894), 
Mrs.  Sadie  B.  Peedin  of  Pine 
Level,  North  Carolina  (born 
1896),  and  Mrs.  Annie  B. 
Stichter  of  Pottsville,  Penn- 
sylvania (born  1899).  The  com- 
bined ages  average  nearly 
ninety  years ! 


FRANK  HARRISON 
TO  MINISTER  TO 
THE  H'MONG  PEOPLE 

College  Chaplain,  Frank  Har- 
rison, will  leave  April  21,  on  a 
preaching  and  teaching  mis- 
sion to  the  H'mong  people  in 
California.  Harrison  is  one  of 
several  ministers  from  North 
Carolina  going  to  work  with  the 
former  refugees.  He  will  stay  in 
Costa  Mesa,  California,  with 
the  Rev.  Bob  Harber,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Home  Missionary. 

During  his  week  long  stay 
with  the  H'mong  people,  Har- 
rison will  preach  and  conduct 
workshops  on  Christian  life.  He 
will  also  visit  with  several 
H'mong  young  people,  who  are 
former  Mount  Olive  College 
students. 

The  H'mongs  were  refugees 
from  Laos  in  Southeast  Asia. 
The  people  were  a  highland 
tribe  who  supported  the 
American  efforts  against  Com- 
munism. When  the  American 
forces  withdrew  from 
Southeast  Asia,  the  H'mongs 
were  marked  for  extinction. 
The  people  fled  their  country. 

Over  35,000  of  these  people 
now  live  in  California.  The 
church  works  with  the  H'mong 
people  through  Mr.  Harber. 


.  v 


The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison 


Endowment  of  the  Week 


APPIE  WATSON 
ENDOWMENT 


Appie  Watson 

In  a  seldom  noted  passage, 
the  Gospel  of  Mark  recognizes 
a  group  of  devoted  women  who 
ministered  to  Jesus  as  He 
traveled  from  city  to  city. 
"There  were  also  women  look- 
ing on  .  .  .  who,  also,  when  He 
was  in  Galilee,  followed  Him, 
and  ministered  unto  Him,  and 
many  other  women  which  came 
up  with  Him  unto  Jerusalem" 
(Mark  15:40,  41). 

Miss  Appie  Watson  was  the 
kind  of  person,  who  if  she  had 
lived  in  the  time  of  Jesus,  would 
have  belonged  to  this  group. 
Born  September  26,  1894,  she 
became  a  Christian  at  an  early 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
APRIL 


22 


Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  2:26—4 

THE  STICK  THAT 
REACHED  LE LAND'S  HEART 
One  of  the  most  comforting  of  scriptural  doc- 
trines is  that  our  salvation  rests  not  alone  upon 
God's  mercy,  but  upon  His  justice.  In  His  mercy 
and  love,  "he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life."  But  when  the  Son  took 
our  place,  He  bore  the  punishment  that  should 
have  fallen  on  every  sinner  ....  Therefore  God  is 
righteous  in  setting  free  from  guilt  and  penalty 
every  sinner  who  believes  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  own  personal  Saviour  ....  Leland 
Wang,  the  Chinese  evangelist,  told  recently  of  an 
incident  of  his  childhood  which  vividly  illustrates 
the  substitutionary  work  of  Christ.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  had  been  very  naughty  and  his  mother, 
with  a  stick  in  her  hand,  called  him  to  her  to  be 
punished.  But  he  ran  off,  taunting  his  mother 
because  she  could  not  catch  him.  She  had  little 
chance  of  catching  her  small,  lively  son.  So  she 
stood  still  and  said,  "I  feel  ashamed  of  myself 
that  I  have  brought  up  a  boy  who  is  not  willing  to 
be  disciplined  by  his  mother  when  he  does 
wrong,  so  I  must  punish  myself,"  and  she  began 
to  whip  her  bare  arm.  This  so  touched  Leland's 
heart  that  he  ran  back  to  his  mother,  threw 
himself  into  her  arms,  and  pleaded  with  her  not 
to  hurt  herself  but  to  punish  him.  But  no  further 
punishment  was  necessary  ....  Mr.  Wang  says 
that,  as  he  grew  older,  the  memory  of  this  inci- 
dent helped  him  to  understand  the  great  love  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  willingly  took  our 
place  on  the  Cross. 


Before  the  Cross  in  awe  I  stood, 
Beholding  brow  and  pierced  hand; 
For  me  it  was  He  bled  and  died, 
No  other  price  for  sin  beside 
Could  pay  the  price  for  me. 


MONDAY, 
APRIL 


23 


Scripture  Reading- 1  Kings  5-7 

MILLIONAIRE'S  WILL 

When  Mr.  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  the  American 
financier,  the  multi-millionaire,  died,  it  was 
found  that  the  year  before  his  death,  he  had 
made  his  will.  It  consisted  of  about  10,000  words 
and  contained  thirty-seven  articles. 

But  we  are  left  in  no  doubt  as  to  what  Mr. 
Morgan  considered  to  be  the  most  important 
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clause  in  his  will,  nay,  the  most  important  aff6 
in  his  whole  life.  i 

He  made  many  transactions— some  affei 
ing  such  large  sums  of  money  as  to  disturb  ti 
financial  equilibrium  of  the  world— yet  there  wil 
one  transaction  that  evidently  stood  out  in  M 
Morgan's  mind  as  of  supreme  importance:  | 

"I  commit  my  soul  in  the  hands  of  rrj 
Saviour,  full  of  confidence  that,  having  rl 
deemed  me  and  washed  me  with  His  mofl 
precious  Blood,  He  will  present  me  faultlejJ 
before  the  throne  of  my  Heavenly  Father. 

"I  entreat  my  children  to  maintain  and  d 
fend,  at  all  hazard  and  at  any  cost  of  person 
sacrifice,  the  blessed  doctrine  of  comple 
Atonement  of  sins  through  the  Blood  of  Jesi 
Christ  once  offered,  and  through  that  alone."  j 

In  the  matter  of  his  soul's  eternal  blessii 
his  vast  wealth  was  as  powerless  as  the  beggar 
poverty. 


We  are  as  dependent  upon  mercy  as  the  d 
ing  robber  at  Calvary. 

TUESDAY,  04 
APRIL 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  8 

GOD'S  SAFETY  ZONE 
An  old  preacher,  who  was  preaching  on  I 
village  green  in  England,  had  lived  on  til 
American  prairies.  He  had  a  fascination  for  m 
boyish  ears  as  he  told  of  a  prairie  fire.  r| 
described  the  way  the  Indians  saved  then 
wigwams  from  the  blaze  by  setting  fire  to  the  II 
grass  adjoining  the  settlement.  "The  fire  cannfi 
come,"  he  cried,  "where  the  fire  has  alreaci- 
been." 

"That  is  why  I  call  you  to  the  Cross  ' 
Christ,"  he  continued.  "Judgment  has  alreat 
fallen  and  can  never  come  again.  He  who  tak< 
his  stand  at  the  Cross  is  safe  evermore.  He  ci 
never  come  into  condemnation.  He  is  in  God 
safety  zone." 


His  precious  blood,  there  flowing  red, 
Was  love's  best  gift,  most  freely  shed; 
No  one  but  He  the  price  could  pay, 
Or  save  from  death  and  point  the  way 
For  sinners,  you  and  me. 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  9-11 

SECOND-HAND  CLOTHES 
Fred  Jordan  once  went  into  Oviatt's,  one 
Los  Angeles  exclusive  men's  stores.  He  says,  ' 
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Urk  came  up  to  me :  'Can  I  help  you?'  he  asked. 
'4s,  if  you  sell  secondhand  clothing,'  I 
^iwered.  He  looked  around  the  well-appointed 
Bp  and  murmured,  'I'm  afraid  we  don't.'  Then 
hfstudied  my  clothes,  and  said,  'If  you  wear 
stiondhand  clothes,  they  are  pretty  good.'  'They 
ai  secondhand  all  right.'  I  glanced  at  my  shoes. 
■4y  used  to  belong  to  a  cow,  and  my  coat  once 
bipnged  to  a  sheep."  The  man  laughed,  but  I  had 
rr|de  my  point,  and  was  able  to  explain  that  as 
aianimal  died  that  we  might  have  clothes,  so  the 
S(!i  of  God  had  to  die  that  we  might  be  clothed  in 
Hs  righteousness." 


Redeemer.  Finally,  in  despair,  he  simply 
enveloped  the  central  cross  in  a  sunburst  of 
glory,  and  left  it  thus.  But  what  conception  could 
have  been  more  appropriate,  for  as  the  sun  burns 
itself  up  in  giving  light,  heat,  and  life  to  the 
planets  of  the  solar  system  which  it  shepherds, 
so  the  Son  of  Righteousness  was  consumed  that 
man  might  have  eternal  life,  and  through  His 
sacrificial  death  might  learn  that  "without  shed- 
ding of  blood  is  no"— anything. 


The  supreme  fact  of  the  age  remains — 
"Christ  died  for  our  sins. " 


And  as  I  gaze,  I  seem  to  hear 
Him  gently  say,  "My  son,  draw  near; 
New  life  I  give  and  power  withal, 
Free  unto  all  who  on  Me  call, 
Now  and  eternally. " 


HURSDAY, 
#RIL 
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ipture  Reading— 1  Kings  12,  13 

JUST  LIKE  GOD 

J  A  little  girl  was  reading  with  her  mother  in 
Of  New  Testament,  and  this  was  one  of  the 
jrses  of  the  chapter:  "For  God  so  loved  the 
wrld,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
nosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
ft  have  everlasting  life."  Stopping  for  a  mo- 
aint  in  the  reading,  her  mother  asked,  "Don't 
jr|J  think  it  is  wonderful?" 

i  The  girl,  looking  surprised,  said,  "No."  The 
n&ther,  somewhat  astonished,  repeated  the 
i||estion,  so  the  little  girl  said,  "Why  no.  It  would 
b!  wonderful  if  it  were  anybody  else,  Mother. 
Eft  it  is  really  just  like  God." 


|     /  know  not  how  Calvary's  Cross 
A  world  from  sin  could  free. 
I  only  know  its  matchless  love, 
Has  brought  God's  love  to  me. 


IRIDAY, 
JPRIL 
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l> ipture  Reading— 1  Kings  14,  15 

CONSUMED  FOR  US 
A  great  artist  once  sought  to  paint  the  scene 
the  Crucifixion.  With  marvelous  skill  he 
tched  the  skull-shaped  hill  crowned  by  three 
Bosses,  and  with  true  delineation  pictured  the 
fr'b  thieves   hanging   in   agony   upon  their 
siblems  of  shame;  but  when  he  came  to  depict 
Ip  figure  upon  the  central  cross,  he  found  his 
fifnd  had  lost  its  cunning,  and  that  he  was  impo- 
rt to  portray  the  figure  of  the  world's  great 


SATURDAY, 
APRIL 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  16-18 

"CALVARY  COVERS  IT  ALL" 
The  Scotch  patriot,  Robert  Bruce,  was  once 
hiding  in  the  mountains  from  the  forces  of  King 
Edward  of  England,  when  he  heard  the  baying  of 
bloodhounds.  Bruce  suddenly  recognized  the 
baying  as  that  of  his  own  dogs.  His  English 
enemies  had  put  them  on  his  track,  sure  that 
they  would  lead  straight  to  their  owner.  Although 
worn  out  from  hardships  and  lack  of  food,  the 
Scotch  patriot  rose  up  at  once  and  fled  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  But  in  vain;  only  one  end  seemed 
possible.  The  baying  dogs  came  closer  and 
closer.  The  fugitive  was  at  the  point  of  despair 
when  suddenly  he  came  upon  a  brook.  Quickly  he 
entered  the  water  and  walked  downstream. 
Shortly  afterward  the  dogs  were  at  the  bank.  The 
tone  of  the  barking  changed  as  they  worked 
upstream  and  down  without  finding  the  continua- 
tion of  the  trail.  Bruce  was  able  thus  to  elude  his 
enemies  because  the  dogs  were  unable  to  find  the 
trail  under  the  water. 

Surely  this  is  a  picture  of  the  sinner.  Robert 
Bruce's  own  hounds  were  his  pursuers.  The  sin- 
ner is  pursued  by  his  sins.  Every  man's  own  sins 
are  sure  to  track  him  down  and  destroy  him. 
What  to  do? 

There  is  only  one  way;  but  thank  God,  there 
is  one  in  which  the  guilty  sinner  can  be  saved 
from  the  judgment  of  God.  He  must  hide  himself 
in  the  current  that  flows  from  Calvary.  There 
Jesus  Christ  paid  with  His  own  blood  in  order  to 
freely  offer  pardon  to  every  sinner.  The 
bloodhounds  of  sin  are  at  your  heels— but  here  is 
hope  for  you.  God  loves  you  still. 


The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth 
us  from  all  sin  (1  John  1:7). 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson1 


For  April  22 

CRUCIFIED  AND 
RAISED  FROM  DEATH 

Lesson  Text:  Mark  15:31-39; 
16:1-7 

Memory  Verse:  Mark  16:6 

"What  do  you  think  of  the 
City  Council's  action  on  the 
XYZ  affair?" 

Your  TV  station's  roving 
reporter  is  interviewing  the 
man  on  the  street.  You  have 
some  interest  in  the  issue  at 
hand,  but  as  you  watch  the  pro- 
gram you  find  your  attention 
shifting  from  the  questions  be- 
ing answered  to  the  persons 
giving  the  answers.  You  are 
learning  more  about  the  people 
than  about  the  issues.  One 
respondent  is  well  educated, 
another  is  not.  One  is 
thoughtful,  another  is  emo- 
tional. So  it  doesn't  take  long  to 
establish  a  profile  of  the  inter- 
viewee. One  tells  a  lot  about 
himself  when  he  talks  about 
almost  anything. 

So  it  happens  to  most  of  us  as 
it  did  with  the  Apostle  Peter 
when  he  tried  to  deny  being  one 
of  Jesus'  company  from 
Galilee:  "Thy  speech  maketh 
thee  known"  (Matthew  26:73, 
American  Standard  Version). 
Jesus  himself  said,  "By  thy 
words  thou  shalt  be  justified, 
and  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be 
condemned"  (Matthew  12:37). 

Today's  lesson  provides  a 
clear  example  of  that  truth. 
God's  mightiest  events  are  set 
before  us  in  the  sacrifice  of  His 
Son  at  Calvary  and  in  Jesus' 
Resurrection  from  the  dead. 
Along  with  those  facts  we  are 
given  commentaries  by  various 
observers— Jewish  leaders  and 
others  who  witnessed  Jesus' 
suffering  and  His  death,  then 
followers  of  Jesus  approaching 
the  Resurrection.  We  hear  even 
from  Christ  himself,  from  God, 
and  from  an  angel.  In  every  in- 
stance the  observer  identifies 


and  judges  himself  by  his  rela- 
tion to  the  event  and  by  what  he 
said  about  it. 

Now  we,  too,  enter  into  that 
judgment.  Through  Scripture 
we  observe  the  death  and 
Resurrection  of  Jesus,  and  we 
make  our  own  responses.  Prob- 
ably not  many  would  join  the 
company  of  those  who  scoff  at 
the  Resurrection.  More  tempt- 
ing is  membership  in  the 
multitude  of  the  uninvolved. 
They  find  Christ  a  disturbance 
that  they  choose  to  avoid. 
Some,  on  the  other  hand,  still 
weigh  the  evidence  and  con- 
clude that  Jesus  is  indeed  the 
sacrificial  Son  of  God,  and  are 
willing  to  say  so.  Among  these 
are  those  glad  believers  who 
respond  with  total  love  to 
Jesus'  sacrifice  and  with  total 
commitment  to  His  way  of  life 
eternal. 

What,  then,  do  you  say  about 
the  Christ  of  the  Cross  and  the 
empty  tomb?  By  your  words 
you  will  be  justified,  or  by  your 
words  condemned. 

Last  week's  lesson  ended 
with  Jesus  in  agonized  prayer 
while  His  disciples  slept  in 
Gethsemane.  There  Judas 
came  with  the  temple  guards 
who  arrested  Jesus  and  led 
Him  bound  to  the  palace  of  the 
high  priest  in  Jerusalem.  There 
He  was  tried  by  Annas  and 
finally  condemned  by  Caiaphas 
and  the  Council  on  charges  of 
blasphemy. 

The  guards  then  brought 
Jesus  before  Pilate,  the  Roman 
governor,  accusing  Him  of  sedi- 
tion against  Rome.  Upon  learn- 
ing that  Jesus  was  from 
Galilee,  Pilate  sent  Jesus  to 
Herod,  who  had  authority  in 
Galilee  but  was  in  Jerusalem 
for  the  Passover.  After  a  time 
of  fruitless  mockery,  Herod 
returned  Jesus  to  Pilate,  who 
declared  Him  innocent  and  at- 
tempted by  various  means— 
including  a  cruel  scourging— to 
release  Him.  The  Jewish 
leaders,  however,  stirred  up 
the  crowd  and  by  relentless 


pressure  forced  Pilate  o 
deliver  Jesus  to  be  crucifies!] 

We  have  heard  that  ^tj 
darkest  hour  is  just  before  I 
dawn.  We  have  seen  t| 
Calvary's  darkness  was  1 
lowed  by  sunrise  in  the  Resi 
rection.  May  we  know  also  tl 
the  spiritual  darkness  refleci 
in  the  scoffer  can  give  way< 
the  dawning  of  faith  in  Chili 
and  confession  of  Him.  It  h| 
pened  at  Calvary.  It  happiij 
when  belief  is  born.  It  can  hi 
pen  again  and  again.  You  de  l 
have  to  stay  the  way  you  ar< 

The  Sanhedrin  scoffed  4 
Calvary,  but  Nicodemus,  ontij 
their  number,  claimed  the  bej 
of  Jesus  for  burial.  Tji 
crucified  thieves  began  re1! 
ing  Jesus,  but  one  turned  M 
rageously  to  acknowledge  Hii 
A  centurion  led  in  crucijs 
ing  a  prophet,  but  confess! 
Him  at  last  to  be  God's  Sut 
Peter  denied  the  Lord  at  Jes  t 
trials,  but  later  confessed  Hi 
valiantly  through  trials  of  : 
own. 

We  do  indeed  tell  much  ab<| 
ourselves  in  the  way  we  t< 
about  Jesus.  Yet,  in  turni 
from  denial  to  confession, 
from  stolid  silence  to  gl 
heralding  of  His  Resurrecti 
we  also  tell  the  power  of  1 
risen  Lord  to  change  e\ 
human  nature.  —  Standa 
Lesson  Commentary 


NOTICE 

The  Third  Union  of  t 
Eastern  Conference  will  m< 
at  Cabin  Church,  Beulavil 
North  Carolina,  April  28,  19 
at  10  a.m. 

The  Rev.  Orvin  Everette,  Modera 
Justin  Kornegay,  CI 

NOTE  OF  THANKS 

I  would  like  to  express  i 
thanks  to  everyone  for  th 
visits,  prayers,  cards,  and  i 
pressions  of  good  will  durl 
my  recent  stay  in  the  Wils 
County  Hospital. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Bar: 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

fjfi)— Reading  of  Minutes   of  Last 
?   Union  for  Information 
I— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Other  Business 
—Announcements  of  Next  Union 
1:)— Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

FINING  WORSHIP 
lj)-Hymn 

IS— Special  Music,  Host  Church 

Message,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Over- 
i  j  man 

i  —  Adjournment  and  Lunch 

LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
ih— Devotion,  Mr.  Dean  Jones 
If)— President's  Message,  Mr.  Lloyd 
j   Jones  Jr. 

i—  Appointment  of  Digest  Commit- 
tee 
—Offering 

—Roll  Call  of  Leagues 

i- Sword  Drill 
f  _  Hymn 

j— Recognition  of  Ministers 

j— Announcements 

—Special  Music 

'—League  Program 

I— Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
-  ^—Business  of  Digest  Committee 

j— Report  of  Digest  Committee 

—Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
■  ture 

f  I —Treasurer's  Report 

I  (—Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

—Adjournment 
l^ist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 

f  th  Union  of 

■stern  Conference  to  Meet 
jjhe  Fifth  Union  Meeting  of 
1  Eastern  Conference  of  Free 
111  Baptists  will  meet  with  the 
Ire  Point  Chapel  Church  in 
Iiufort  County  on  Saturday, 
kVil  28,  at  9:30  a.m. 

Tie  church  is  located  on 
Hal  road  1100  north  of  Cox 
2)ss  Roads  which  is  on 
Ifhway  33.  The  Rev.  Timothy 
■bber  and  his  church  are 
iking  forward  to  having  a 
fcresentative  from  all  the 
lirches  in  the  Fifth  Union. 


I  IOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

I     (Continued  from  Page  11) 

h  and  was  an  active  member 
I  Saint  Mary's  Church  in 
Ijson  County  the  remainder  of 
k  life.  For  nearly  sixty  years 
1  prepared  unleavened  bread 
I  the  Lord's  Supper  in  her 
Birch.  For  thirty-three  years 
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she  had  a  perfect  attendance  record  in  Sunday  school,  and  for  more 
than  thirty  years  she  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school 
birthday  fund.  She  was  also  active  in  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  and 
was  a  frequent  delegate  to  auxiliary  conventions. 

The  daughter  of  the  late  Fannie  and  Green  Watson,  "Miss  Ap- 
pie"  lived  a  simple  and  useful  life  in  the  Saint  Mary's  community 
where  she  was  loved  and  respected.  Her  death  occurred  June  30, 
1983. 

In  her  "Last  Will  and  Testament"  she  left  the  major  portion  of 
her  estate  to  Mount  Olive  College.  Although  the  bequest  was 
unrestricted,  the  Board  of  Trustees  unanimously  voted  to  establish 
the  "Appie  Watson  Endowment"  as  a  living  memorial  to  her.  The 
principal  of  the  Endowment  is  invested  and  the  earnings  will  be 
used  to  advance  the  work  of  Christian  education  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

Gifts  for  three  chairs  and  12%  bleacher  seats  were  contributed 
to  Mount  Olive  College  during  the  week  of  April  3-9.  To  date,  gifts 
for  909  chairs  ($50  each)  and  342  bleacher  seats  ($100  each)  have 
been  received. 

The  main  floor  of  College  Hall  has  a  seating  capacity  of  2,000 
(800  chairs  and  1,200  bleacher  seats).  Gifts  may  be  made  in  honor 
or  in  memory  of  the  persons  chosen  by  the  donor  and  all  gifts  will  be 
recognized  on  a  chart  which  will  be  placed  in  the  lobby  of  College 
Hall.  (The  cost  of  a  bleacher  seat  may  be  given  at  one  time  or 
pledged  $25  quarterly  or  $10  monthly.) 

Summary  of  Gifts  for  Seats  for  College  Hall 

Contributed 
Goal  or  Pledged 

Chairs  800  909 

Bleacher  Seats  1,200  442 

Chairs:  April  3-9 

Number 
of  Chairs 
1 


Balance 

0 

858 


Donors 

In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Nellie  G.  Outlaw 

By  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  of  May's  Chapel 

Church,  Dudley 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Paramore  Jr. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Smart,  Greenville 
Pee  Dee  Union  Number  2 

Totals 

Bleachers:  April  3-9 

Donors 

Mr.  Stephen  Raper,  Mount  Olive 

Lisa  Dawn  Radford,  La  Grange 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  and  Hettie  Sasser 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Woodard  and  Family,  Princeton 
In  Memory  of  W.  O.  Taylor 

By  Mrs.  Nina  B.  Taylor,  Richlands 
In  Memory  of  Katherine  McClenny 

By  Mr.  J.  E.  McClenny,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  M.  S.  "Bill"  Porter 

By  Mrs.  M.  S.  Porter,  Mount  Olive 
Mount  Olive  Woodmen  of  the  World  Number  508 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Donald  Ribeiro 

By  Miss  Leah  McGlohon,  Winterville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Sasser 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 
In  Honor  of  Raymond  T.  Sasser  Jr.  and  W.  Gray  Sasser 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Raymond  T.  Sasser 

By  Mrs.  Hilda  B.  Sasser,  Wilson 
In  Honor  of  Sherwood  W.  Ezzell 

By  Convenient  Auto  Sales,  Mount  Olive 

Totals 


Amount 

$  50 


1_ 

3 

Number  of 
Bleacher 


50 


50 
$150 


Seats 

Amount 

1 

$100 

1 

100 

1 

100 

1 

100 

1 

100 

l 

100 

2 

200 

v2 

50 

1 

100 

1 

100 

1 

100 

1 

100 

i2y2 

$1,250 
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April  21 


BOYS  AND  GIRLS, 

SEE  WITNEY  THE  HOBO  .  .  . 

Smithfield  Bible  and  Bookstore  3:30  p.m. 
105  South  Third  Street 


April  28        New  Bern  Bible  and  Bookstore 
315  Middle  Street 


1:00  p.m. 


Kinston  Bible  and  Bookstore 
123  North  Queen  Street 


3:30  p.m. 


May  12 
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Wilson  Bible  and  Bookstore  1:00  p.m. 

L101  Downing  Street  (Five  Points) 
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Mount  Olive  College  Chaplain,  Frank  Harrison  (right),  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Ren- 
frow  look  at  a  home  that  was  destroyed  by  the  recent  tornado.  Renfrow  is  pastor  of 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Kenly.  He  presented  a  check  for  $3,733  to  Harrison,  who  accepted 
it  on  behalf  of  Area  Churches  in  Action. 

The  funds  were  raised  by  Kenly  area  civic  clubs,  individuals  and  churches,  in- 
cluding Piney  Grove  and  Mount  Zion  Churches. 

A  gift  in  the  amount  of  $684  has  also  been  made  to  Area  Churches  in  Action  by 
Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  the  Rev.  Billy  Yawn,  pastor.  The  gift  was  forwarded 
by  H.  L.  Joyner,  treasurer. 

Harrison  said  that  these  gifts  would  be  used  to  purchase  food  and  other  essential 
items  for  tornado  victims. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 

Invitation   2 

Feature   3 

Weekly  Features 

News  and  Notes   5 

Foreign  Missions   8 

Mount  Olive  College   9 

Home  Missions  10 

Children's  Home  11 

Family  Devotions  12 

Sunday  School  Lesson  14 


Volume  99  Number  16 

April  25.  1984 
Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation.  Inc..  811 
North  Lee  Street.  Ayden.  North  Carolina  28513-015* 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden.  North  Carolina 
i  USPS  200-440 , 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  is3ue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  P  O  Box  158,  Ayden. 
North  Carolina  28513-0158 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year  $8  84:  two  years.  $16  12;  four  years.  $31.20  'in- 
cluding 3ales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents  i : 
residents  of  other  3tates.  $8  50.  $15  50  and  $30  respec- 
tively i  plus  sales  lax  where  it  applies  i 

E very-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  3end  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member:  name3  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan 

Bookstore  Hours:  Avden.  Smithfield.  and 
Whiteville.  9  a.m.— 5  p.m..  Monday —  Saturday 

New  Bern.  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m., 
Monday  —  Saturday . 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling  President:  C  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President:  Ruth  Taylor.  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs. 
Assistant  Secretary:  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards. 
Marice  DeBruhl.  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes.  David  W  Hansley.  Chairman  Emeritus 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray.  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington. 
Financial  Director:  Janie  Jones  Sowers  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Editorial! 


<£fiEcia.[ 
Dnuitation  Sx.tE.nciE.cL 


On  Q.uns  1  6,  1  qS4,  ths  fxss  <Will  TSafitiit  ^Pxsa  9  ounda- 
tion  will  no±t  iti  annual  Ofisn  cHouis  at  ths  foundation 
UUL     tnq  tn  n. 

Wsfsslthat  tku  ii  an  siccsllsnt  ofifioxtunitq  fox  tjou  to  Iscoms 
hsttsx  awaxs  of  ths  innsx  woxhinqi  of  ths  ^Pxzii. 

incs  oux  luildinq  houisi  the.  .State  Co  nosntion  cMsad- 
quaxtsxi ,  xsfxxsisntatiusi  of  othsx  ds.no minationat  sntsxfixiisi 
will  a/io  Is  on  hand  to  amwsx  qusitiom  conasxninq  thsix 
woxh . 

Ws  wilt  Is  mahinq  lunch  auailalls  that  daq .  H3ax-ls-qus 
and  chichsn  will  Is  lp.xsp.axsd  and  isxusd  fon  the  qxoun  dij  Is- 
twssn  11  a.m.  and  1  p..m.  a  t  the.  coit  of $3.50.  "Dhs^ 
cMslodq  .Sot/i,  "^ZJhs  ■cHop.p.sxi,  and  ^Dhs  ^Pxsicott 
family  will  fxxsisnt  a  Ipxoqxam  of  qoipsl  muiic  fxom  noon 
until  2  p. .  m .  Oux  f2.xsii.e2.  VJL  it  Is  in  opsxation  duxinq  ths 
moxninq  houxi  and  quidsd  touxi  will  Is  offsxsd  fox  Lntsxsitsd 
lp.sxi.oni. 

<^jJou  will  Is  xscsiijinq  moxs  infoxmation  concsxninq  ths 
"Op.sn  cMouis"  duxinq  ths  nsxt  two  monthi.  fox  now,  how- 
s(j£X,  itaxt  mahinq  filam  to  attsnd. 

On  J+L*  iSXiJLCS, 

Jl.   Cliffoxd  <3xaq  %x. 
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WHAT  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  CAN 
LEARN  FROM  DIETRICH  BONHOEFFER 


by  Calvin  Mercer 
Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 


Part  I 


I  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  consider 
again  the  life  and  theology  of  Dietrich  Bonhoef- 
fer, an  influential  German  theologian  executed 
by  Adolf  Hitler  for  his  participation  in  the 
resistance  movement  against  Nazism.  While 
reading  several  books  by  and  about  Bonhoeffer 
and  viewing  a  film  on  his  life,  it  seemed  obvious 
to  me  that  God  can  use  this  life  to  teach  and  en- 
tourage Christians  in  their  faith.  As  our  Free 
Will  Baptist  church  prepares  to  move  into  the 
twenty-first  century,  there  are  five  things  in  par- 
ticular it  can  learn  from  Bonhoeffer.  In  discuss- 
ing these  five  aspects  of  Bonhoeffer 's  life,  I 
jspeak  as  a  Christian  nurtured  from  childhood  in 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  tradition.  (The  reader  is 
(referred  to  the  February  22  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  for  an  article  on  "Bonhoeffer:  The 
Man  and  His  Theology.") 

(1)  ALLEGIANCE 

Bonhoeffer* s  first  loyalty  was  to  God  and  he 
understood  that  this  allegiance  superceded  all 
others.  To  put  it  another  way,  Bonhoeffer  saw 
that  the  living  God  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  the  God 
of  a  particular  nation,  political  system,  or 
ideology.  Bonhoeffer  was  a  German  and  he 
clearly  loved  his  homeland.  He  did  not,  however, 
see  his  country  as  incapable  of  doing  wrong. 
jWhen  Hitler  led  Germany  into  policies  and  acts 
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of  racism  and  oppression  that  contradicted  the 
spirit  of  Christian  love  and  brotherhood, 
Bonhoeffer  took  a  strong  opposing  stand  and 
eventually  paid  for  it  with  his  life. 

A  healthy  pride  in  one's  history  and  culture 
is  desirable ;  but  when  the  spirit  of  loyalty  begins 
to  identify  God  with  one's  own  country,  it 
becomes  dangerous  indeed.  We  must  be  very 
cautious  about  seeing  the  God  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  God  of  America  in  any  exclusive  way. 
Theologically,  identifying  God  with  America 
mocks  God's  greatness,  making  the  divine  over 
into  a  local  deity.  Politically,  it  attributes  divine 
blessing  to  whatever  policy  and  action  the 
government  might  adopt.  Any  nation,  our 
democracy  included,  needs  the  healthy  criticism 
of  its  citizens.  To  naively  attribute  everything 
one's  government  does  to  the  divine  will  is  to  sin 
against  the  God  who  transcends  nation  and  state 
and  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  correction  and 
healthy  growth  within  one's  system. 

The  First  Amendment  of  our  Constitution 
speaks  of  "the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances."  Unfortunately,  persons 
who  courageously  question  certain  basic  policies 
and  actions  of  the  United  States  are  often  be- 
littled as  being  unpatriotic.  America,  however, 

(Turn  the  Page) 


was  founded  out  of  a  rebellion  against  the  op- 
pressive British  authority.  We  have  a  history  of 
openness  to  those  who  would  conscientiously, 
peaceably,  and  lawfully  protest  certain  aspects 
of  their  government.  The  words  of  former 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Abe  Fortas,  in  a  book  en- 
titled Concerning  Dissent  and  Civil  Disobe- 
dience, are  appropriate  here: 

If  I  had  lived  in  Germany  in  Hitler's  days,  I 
hope  I  would  have  refused  to  wear  an  arm- 
band, to  Heil  Hitler,  to  submit  to  genocide. 
This  I  hope,  although  Hitler's  edicts  were 
law  until  allied  weapons  buried  the  Third 
Reich  (p.  18).  We  are  a  great  nation,  I  think, 
largely  because  of  our  protection  of  the 
freedom  to  criticize,  to  dissent,  to  oppose 
and  to  join  with  others  in  mass  opposi- 
tion—and to  do  these  things  powerfully  and 
effectively  (p.  25). 
Perhaps  this  is  what  is  meant  by  rendering  unto 
God  what  is  God's  and  unto  Caesar  what  is 
Caesar's. 

(2)  SEPARATION  OF  CHURCH  AND  STATE 

The  appropriate  relationship  between  the 
church  and  the  state  is  an  issue  American  Chris- 
tians would  do  well  to  think  through  carefully  in 
these  times.  The  pages  of  history  are  filled  with 
testimonies  of  the  dangers  of  identifying  religion 
with  the  authority  of  the  state.  The  most  likely 
danger  is  that  the  state  will  begin  to  force  a  par- 
ticular religious  belief  down  the  throats  of  its 
citizens,  denying  their  human  right  to  freely 
choose  in  matters  of  faith.  Some  early  Christians 
were  persecuted  by  the  Roman  Empire  because 
they  refused  to  cooperate  with  an  official 
religious  practice,  in  this  case  emperor  worship. 
In  the  Middle  Ages  many  persons  were  coerced 
by  the  state  into  adopting  against  their  free  will 
the  official  brand  of  Christianity.  In  our  time, 
Iran  is  an  example  of  a  country  where  the  power 
of  the  state  is  used  to  force  citizens  to  accept  the 
officially  sanctioned  religion,  in  this  case  fun- 
damentalist Islam.  In  South  Africa  Calvinistic 
Christianity  is  used  by  the  white  minority  to 
justify  and  promote  the  government's  racist 
policies  of  segregation  and  political  and 
economic  discrimination.  Hitler,  too,  attempted 
to  infiltrate  the  church  with  his  hyperna- 
tionalistic  Nazi  ideology.  The  German  church  to 
a  large  degree  surrendered  to  his  will.  Although 
in  the  minority,  Bonhoeffer,  and  the  confessing 
Church  to  which  he  belonged,  stood  against  this 
misuse  of  the  Church. 

In  America  we  have  developed  the  principle 
of  separation  of  Church  and  state  based  on  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
hibits the  official  "establishment"  of  any 
religion.  This  principle  has  up  to  now  insured 
that  no  one  religion  will  be  preferred  over  any 
other,  and,  therefore,  has  protected  the  religious 
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liberty  of  all  Americans.  Religious  faith  is  a  pel 
sonal  and  free  decision  made  by  an  individu; 
The  state's  task  is  not  to  make  such  decisions  f 
its  citizens;  but  rather  to  protect  their  right  ' I 
make  it.  This  principle  will  be  in  danger  today/ 
America  if  the  "wall  of  separation"  betwee 
religion  and  government  becomes  blurrc 
through  legislation  and  court  decisions  favorir 
a  particular  religion. 

(3)  ECUMENICAL  SPIRIT 

Bonhoeffer  was  active  in  and  made  mar 
friends  through  the  ecumenical  movemen 
These  contacts  were  a  valuable  link  between  tt 
German  Christians  resisting  Hitler  and  tt 
Church  outside  Germany.  Such  fellowship  wil 
foreign  Christians  was  an  important  source  of  ill 
spiration  and  concrete  help  for  those  opposin 
Hitler  on  religious  grounds. 

The  ecumenical  movement  is  criticized  i' 
many  Christian  circles  and  sometimes  rightl 
so.  There  are  real  limits  to  what  any  particula 
organization  or  structure  can  do.  There  is  muc' 
to  be  said,  though,  for  a  spirit  of  ecumenisr1 
which  fosters  an  openness  to  other  traditions  an1 
a  willingness  to  cooperate  in  common  causes.  Ji 
spirit  of  openness  to  and  fellowship  with  o+he 
Christians  does  not  mean  one  gives  up  one's  owi' 
particular  emphases.  It  does  mean  that  w1 
recognize  the  common  fellowship  we  have  wit!1 
all  persons  who  confess  Jesus  to  be  Lord. 

In  both  individuals  and  groups,  insecurity 
breeds  defensiveness.  Feeling  insecure  abou 
one's  own  identity  and  abilities  leads  to  a  defen 
sive  posture  toward  anyone  who  is  different  anc 
therefore  perceived  as  a  threat.  Bonhoeffer  was 
a  mature  Christian  who,  even  in  the  life 
threatening  situation  of  Nazi  Germany,  knev 
who  he  was  in  Christ  and  was  able  to  reach  out  t< 
and  receive  others  of  like  mind.  We  are  a  younf 
denomination  and  have  suffered  numerous 
losses  in  our  troubled  history.  However,  hopeful 
ly  we  are  beginning  to  have  enough  age  and 
more  importantly,  maturity  to  move  beyond  a 
defensive,  insecure  posture  and  toward  greater 
things  as  a  denomination.  There  are  roughlji 
875,000,000  Christians  in  the  world.  At  last  counl 
there  were  about  35,000  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. This  means  that  only  one  in  about  25,000 
Christians  is  a  Free  Will  Baptist.  Only  one  in 
about  8,000  Protestants  is  a  Free  Will  Baptist.  To 
be  proud  of  one's  own  tradition  is  one  thing.  To 
have  an  air  of  superiority  which  leads  to  separa- 
tion in  spirit  from  all  others  who  call  Jesus  Lord 
is  arrogant.  Our  little  corner  of  Christendum  can 
learn  much  from  Christian  voices  of  other  places 
and  other  times.  Not  to  listen  to  such  voices  is  to 
lose  a  perspective  that  can  add  depth  and  insight 
to  what  it  means  to  be  Free  Will  Baptist. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 
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News  and  Notes 


FESTIVAL  OF  GOSPEL  MUSIC 


The  Watchmen 

A  Festival  of  Gospel  Music  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  5, 
984,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.,  at  Eagles  Nest,  Mount  Olive.  The 
kerne  of  the  festival  will  be  "Walking  and  Talking  With  Jesus." 
mis  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
ist  Layman's  League  Convention. 

The  program  of  music  will  include:  The  Down  East  Boys,  Pot- 
pr's  Hill;  The  Watchmen,  Goldsboro;  The  Sentinels,  Durham; 
)anny  and  the  Singing  Ambassadors,  New  Bern;  New  Life  Singers, 
Vilson;  The  New  Creations,  Mount  Olive  College;  Quinten  Mills 
Jnd  Deliverance,  Hollister;  and  The  Hall  Sisters,  Fremont. 

Many  will  be  helping  by  selling  drinks,  nabs,  barbecue  tickets, 
parking  cars,  and  many  other  things. 

SPECIAL  MUSIC  PRESENTATION 
SCHEDULED  AT  ELM  GROVE 


Jack  Bircher  family 

The  Jack  Bircher  family  of  Cove  City  will  present  a  program  of 
gospel  music  on  Sunday  evening,  April  29,  at  Elm  Grove  Church, 
Ayden.  The  Birchers  are  well  known  for  their  musical  abilities  and 
ill  surely  be  a  source  of  inspiration  to  all  those  who  attend. 

Everyone  is  encouraged  to  join  in  this  service,  which  will  begin 
.t  7:30  p.m.  Refreshments  will  be  served  afterwards. 
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REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  April  27 

Saint  Paul  Church,  Elizabeth 
City 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Arnold  Price, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Joe  Griffith,  pas- 
tor 

Hickory  Grove  Church,  Route 
2,  Robersonville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ray  Williamson, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Charles  E. 
Branch,  pastor 

April  30 -May  4 

First  Church,  Greenville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Harry  Grubbs, 

pastor 

First  Church,  Tarboro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Stanley  E.  Buck, 
evangelist  and  pastor 

Second  District  of 
Central  Conference 
Meetings  to  Be  Held 

The  Second  District  of  the 
Central  Conference  Sunday 
School  Convention  and  Union 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Winter- 
ville  Church,  Winterville,  on 
Sunday,  April  29.  The  time  of 
the  meetings  is  3  p.m. 

First  Union  of  Western 
Conference  to  Have  Meetings 

The  First  Union  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  have 
its  union  meeting  with  the  Saint 
Mary's  Church  (Wilson  Coun- 
ty), near  Kenly,  on  Saturday, 
April  28,  at  10  a.m.  The  site  was 
changed  from  Rains  Cross 
Roads  Church  to  Saint  Mary's 
Church  because  of  conflicting 
services.  The  Rev.  Charlie 
Bryant  will  be  preaching.  The 
secretary,  the  Rev.  James  V. 
Joyner,  encourages  all 
churches  to  be  represented  at 
this  meeting. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


STUDENTS  HELP  WITH  DISASTER  RELIEF 


College  Chaplain  Frank  Harrison  and  Mount  Olive  College  students  load  bo 
of  clothing  on  a  truck  during  the  relief  efforts  in  Mount  Olive.  The  clothing  il 
donated  for  distribution  to  the  tornado  victims. 

Pictured  left  to  right:  Harrison,  Denise  Taylor  of  Stantonsburg,  and  ErinLe 
of  Jacksonville. 


The  Western  District  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  also  be 
meeting  at  the  Saint  Mary's 
Church  on  this  same  date,  in 
the  afternoon.  All  Sunday 
schools  of  this  district  are 
urged  to  be  represented. 


Catalpa  Church  WA  Held 
Fund-Raising  Banquet 


Pastor  Alton  Howard,  Debbie 
Winger,  Tim  Winger,  and  Mary  Helen 
Howard 


On  February  11,  1984,  the 
Catalpa  Church  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary held  a  fund-raising 
sweetheart  banquet.  The  boy 
and  girl  who  raised  the  most 
money  was  crowned  king  and 
queen  of  the  banquet.  The  con- 
test was  held  between  the 
Senior  and  Young  Adult  Sunday 
School  Classes.  The  money  will 
be  used  to  give  the  church  and 
fellowship  hall  a  face-lift. 

The  banquet  and  fund-raising 
contest  were  not  only  suc- 
cessful but  lots  of  fun.  The  king 
and  queen  were  Tim  and  Deb- 
bie Winger. 

Fourth  Central  Union 
Meeting  to  Be  Held 

The  Fourth  Central  Union 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Walnut 
Creek  Church,  Route  4,  La 
Grange,  on  April  29.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
10:00— Sunday  School 
11:00— Hymn,  "Old  Rugged  Cross" 
—Welcome,  Ben  Rollins 
—  Response,  Peace  Church 
11:15— President's  Remarks 

—Greeting  from   the  Children's 
Home 

—Mount  Olive  College  Report 
—Missions  Report 
11:30— Sermon,  the  Rev.  Larry  Bar- 
bour 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:30— Hymn,  "Follow  On" 

—Devotions,  the  Rev.  Dan  Bea- 
man 

—Program,  Local  Church 
2 : 15— Adjournment 

State  Laymen  to  Meet 

On  May  12,  1984,  there  will  be 
a  meeting  for  the  North 
Carolina  State  Laymen  at  First 
Church  of  Kinston,  corner  of 
College  Street  and  Lenoir 
Avenue.  The  time  of  the 
meeting  is  7:30  p.m.  They  real- 
ly need  support.  They  have 
started  a  project  but  are  not 
getting  the  support  they  need. 
It  is  a  North  Carolina  State 
Layman's  League  Endowment 
Fund  at  Mount  Olive  College 
for  a  ministerial  student. 

There  are  many  things  to 
claim  attention  at  this  meeting 
so  make  plans  now  to  attend.  A 
goal  of  at  least  200  men  has 
been  set. 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  N.  D.  Wiggs  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  and  evangelistic  work. 


He  may  be  contacted  at  23  Cre 
cent  Drive,  Kinston,  Nor 
Carolina  28501;  phone,  522-37C 


NOTICE 

The  Western  Conferen 
Youth  Convention  will  be  hel 
Saturday,  April  28,  at  Livir 
Waters  Church  near  Pikevillf 
The  time  of  the  services  is  7:  i 
p.m. 

Charlene  Reynol 
Corresponding  Secretd 


COMING  EVENTS 

April — Entire  Month  Desi 
nated  by  the  State  Convex 
tion  as  Home  Missions  an 
Church  Extension  Month 

April  28— Western  Youth  Coi 
vention,  7:30  p.m. 

April  28 — Piedmont  Quarter] 
Conference  and  Ordainiri 
Council  Meeting 

April  29— Mount  Olive  Colle§ 
Scholarship  Day 

May — Entire  Month  Desij 
nated  by  the  State  Convei 
tion  as  Children's  Hom 
Month 

May  1 — Camp  Vandemer 
Opens 
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NORTH  CAROLINA 
STATE  YOUTH  CONVENTION 

of 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


SCHEDULE 

RID  AY,  MAY  18 

5:00— Registration,  Dormitory  Complex 
3:30-  7:30— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 

7:00— Youth  Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 

♦♦Remember  that  all  Art  and  Craft  and  Chris- 
tian Writing  entries  must  be  in  the  hands  of  com- 
petition chairmen  by  this  time.  Check  with  in- 
formation desk  for  locations. 
^:00-  9:30— Talent  Night  Presentation,  College  Hall 
9:30— Refreshments 
10:00— Vesper  Services 

jATURDAY,  MAY  19 

3:00-  9:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria.  Reg- 
istration for  those  not  already  registered,  Col- 
lege Hall. 

♦♦All  candidates  for  1984  state  youth  offices  are 
asked  to  breakfast  with  Scott  Sowers  in  the  Olive 
Room,  Downtown  Campus. 
9:00-10:00— Morning  Business  Session 

(Campaign  Speeches),  College  Hall 
10:00— Bible  Bowl  Competition,  College  Hall 
11:00— Public  Speaking  and  Lesson  Presentation  Com- 
petitions, Rodgers  Chapel 


EVENTS 

11:45— Christian  Writing  Competition,  College  Hall 
12:00-  1:15— Lunch,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria 

**A11  district  winners  are  invited  to  a  winners 
luncheon  upstairs  at  the  Downtown  Campus. 
♦♦Art  and  Craft  area  will  be  open  for  viewing 
from  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
♦♦Polls  will  be  open  for  voting  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
1:00  p.m. 

1:00-  1:30— Registration  for  those  not  already  registered, 
College  Hall 

1:30— Afternoon  Business  Session,  College  Hall 

2:45— Installation  of  Officers,  College  Hall 

3:00— Break 
3:30-  4:30— Field  Day  Activities,  New  Campus 
4:45-  6:00— Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 
6:00-  7:00— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 

7:30— Awards  Presentation,  College  Hall 

8:00— Musical  Program,  "Covenant" 

9:30— Break 

10:00— Devotions  in  Dorms 

SUNDAY,  MAY  20 

8:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus  Cafeteria 
10:00— Morning  Worship,  Rodgers  Chapel 
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Foreign  Missions 


BULLOCK-CART  IN  INDIA 


Despite  the  advent  of  modern 
modes  of  transport,  India  has 
not  quite  moved  out  of  the 
bullock-cart  age  and  experts 
believe  that  this  slow  but  highly 
dependable  vehicle  will  trium- 
phantly creak  into  the  twenty- 
first  century.  Sometime  ago 
Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi 
reminded  an  assembly  of  scien- 
tists in  New  Delhi  that  the 
bullock-cart  still  carried  more 
goods  over  short  distances  than 
the  Indian  Railways  and  the 
road  transport  put  together. 
She  urged  the  scientists  to  help 
improve  the  efficiency  of 
bullock-carts  and  also  develop 
simple  processes  suited  to  local 
conditions  and  which  artisans 
and  craftsmen  could  adopt.  The 
energy  crisis  and  the  escalating 
costs  of  running  oil  and  elec- 
tricity driven  vehicles  have 
also  highlighted  the  need  for 
modernizing  the  bullock-cart 
and  keeping  it  on  the  road. 

Twenty-seven  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist congregations  are  located 
in  the  rural  areas  of  Northern 
India.  Only  two  of  these 
churches  have  direct  approach 
by  trains  and  buses.  Eight  of 
our  congregations  are  in  the  ex- 
treme rural  parts.  The  bullock- 
cart  is,  therefore,  the  only 
means  to  reach  those  places. 
Usually  one-man  convenient 
conveyance  is  a  bicycle. 
However  for  a  group  of  more 
than  two  the  bullock-cart  paves 
the  way  to  reach  our  people. 
They  feel  happy  to  carry  us  to 
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and  fro  when  we  inform  them 
through  their  ministers  about 
our  arrival  to  their  village.  The 
bullock-cart  is  not  easily  ac- 
cessible by  each  family  in  the 
village  but  there  are  few  who 
maintain  this  rural  transport. 
There  are  around  twelve 
million  bullock- carts  on  the 
road  today  in  India.  The 
heterogeneity  of  modes  of 
transport  such  as  the  bullock- 
cart,  cycle  and  rickshaws 
(pulled  by  men)  has,  therefore, 
every  chance  of  seeing  the 
dawn  of  the  twenty-first  cen- 
tury. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 
India 

MY  TESTIMONY 
(The  End) 


Charles  Barnard 

This  is  the  last  part  of  this 
series.  I  trust  it  is  not  the  final 
chapter  of  God's  usefulness  of 


my  life.  I  want  to  take  this  o*! 
portunity  to  tie  up  some  loosl 
ends.  /I 
WHY?  "Why  am  I  a  mis 
sionary?"  I  believe  that  I  cai 
not  fully  answer  that  question, 
do  know  some  reasons  for  m; 
accepting  the  challenge  o 
foreign  missions. 

(1)  God's  glory  is  one  com 
pelling  factor.  God  receive 
glory  when  sinful  men  of  thei 
own  free  will  accept  God' 
Way,  Jesus  Christ,  over  man' 
own  way,  sin.  God  is  glorifiet 
when  Christ  is  exalted.  Christ  i 
not  exalted  where  He  is  no 
known.  We  are  to  carry  Christ 
the  Light  of  the  World,  to  th< 
dark  places  of  the  earth. 

(2)  God's  love  is  anothe 
reason.  We  are  commanded  t< 
love  God  with  all  our  heart  an(j 
mind.  Love  is  best  expressed  ir 
obedience.  Jesus  demonstrate< 
His  love  for  God  through  obe 
dience  on  the  Cross.  He  said 
"...  not  my  will,  but  yours,  b<' 
done."  God  commands  us  t< 

"Go  ye  "  If  I  do  not  go,  I  fa: 

to  obey.  Therefore  I  do  not  love 

(3)  Love's  urgency  demand 
a  quick  response.  The  seconc 
greatest  commandment  ini 
volves  loving  our  neighbors  a:j 
ourselves.  Eighty  thousand  un 
saved  people  die  every  day 
Over  y2  of  the  world's  presen; 
population  is  in  spiritua 
darkness.  "How  can  they  hea: 
without  a  missionary?"  Hell  i; 
real!  There  is  no  hope  of  escape 
after  death.  The  billions  o 
JOSE'S  in  the  world  nee<j 
Christ  TODAY! 

(4)  Only  One  Way  implie, 
the  exclusiveness  of  the  invita 
tion.  "No  one  comes  to  tht 
Father  except  through  me,'| 
Jesus  said.  "Salvation  is  foun< 
in  no  one  else,  for  there  is  m 
other  name  under  Heavei 
given  to  men,  by  which  we  mus 
be  saved." 

(5)  Responsibility  of  everj 
believer  weighs  heavily  upoi 
my  shoulder.  "When  I  say  to  { 
wicked  man,  'you  will  surelj 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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idowment  of  the  Week 

)HE  HARDY  AND  MDLDRED 
I  TALTON  ENDOWMENT 


I       Hardy  and  Mildred  Talton 

I  The  Talton  Endowment  had 
s  beginning  in  January,  1975, 
I  a  dinner  in  Goldsboro  to 
(onor  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy 
'alton  for  more  than  a  half  cen- 
jry  of  service  to  their  church, 
pmmunity  and  the  State  of 
forth  Carolina.  More  than  600 
eople  from  Wayne  County  and 
hroughout  the  State  attended 
he  event  and  made  gifts  total- 
jig  approximately  $4,000  to 
jstablish  the  Endowment. 

"Mr.  Hardy,"  (1900-1982)  as 
ie  was  affectionately  known, 
v&s  a  noted  community  and 
Ihurch  leader.  His  membership 
/as   with    Pleasant  Grove 


hurch    in   Wayne  County, 


vhere  he  served  as  a  Sunday 
chool  teacher,  deacon  and 
rustee.  He  also  served  on  the 
3oard  of  Trustees  of  Mount 
)live  College  and  on  the  Board 
>f  Directors  of  Church  Finance 
Association. 
A  strong  advocate  of  Chris- 
ian  education,  he  was  co- 
chairman  of  the  first  campaign 
n  Wayne  County  to  raise  funds 
;o  help  establish  Mount  Olive 
College  in  the  town  of  Mount 
)live.  Throughout  his  life  he  re- 
gained an  ardent  supporter  of 
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the  College  and  was  one  of  the 
first  persons  to  participate  in 
the  College's  program  of 
"Charitable  Giving  Through 
Life  Insurance."  At  his  death  in 
December  of  1982,  the  assets  of 
his  policy,  along  with  memorial 
gifts,  were  added  to  the  Talton 
Endowment. 

Talton  was  also  a  long-time 
leader  in  the  work  of  the  Wayne 
County  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion which  included  churches  of 
all  denominations.  A  noted 
friend  of  young  people,  he  pro- 
moted Scouting  and  was  a 
pioneer  in  establishing  orga- 
nized youth  baseball  in  the  Na- 
hunta  community  where  he 
lived.  The  football  stadium  at 
Charles  B.  Aycock  High  School 
near  Pikeville  was  named 
"Talton  Field"  in  his  honor. 

At  the  state  level,  Talton 
served  in  the  North  Carolina 
Legislature,  including  three 
terms  in  the  State  Senate  and 
one  term  in  the  House. 


Mount  Olive  College 

"Mr.  Hardy"  was  a  great 
humanitarian  who  enjoyed  do- 
ing things  anonymously  for 
others.  No  one  will  ever  know 
the  "out  of  pocket  gifts"  he 
made  to  those  in  need,  the 
number  of  people  he  helped  to 
find  jobs,  the  students  he  en- 
couraged to  attend  college,  the 
people  in  trouble  whom  he 
counseled  and  helped  to  find  a 
new  beginning  in  life,  the 
bushels  of  sweet  potatoes  and 
produce  from  his  garden  he  left 
at  the  doors  of  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  the  words  of  en- 
couragement he  spoke  to  those 
who  were  discouraged. 

By  his  side  for  sixty-one 
years  was  his  faithful  wife, 
Mildred,  whose  life  is  also  one 
of  service  to  her  church  and  to 
humanity.  Hardy  and  Mildred 
have  given  their  lives  for 
others,  and  through  their  En- 
dowment at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege their  love  for  young  people 
will  be  perpetuated  to  genera- 
tions yet  unborn. 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

Eight  seats  were  contributed  to  College  Hall  during  the  week  of 
April  10-16.  Included  in  this  number  were  three  chairs  at  $50  each 
and  five  bleacher  seats  at  $100  each.  The  College  is  seeking  gifts  for 
2,000  seats  by  the  meeting  of  the  State  Convention  in  September. 

The  goal  for  800  chairs  has  been  exceeded  but  a  total  of  853 
bleacher  seats  remain  to  be  sponsored.  All  gifts  will  be  recognized 
on  a  chart  in  the  lobby  of  College  Hall.  Seats  may  be  given  in  honor 
or  in  memory  of  the  person  chosen  by  the  donor. 


Summary  of  Gifts  for  Seats  in  College  Hall 

Contributed 
Goal      or  Pledged 


Chairs 

Bleacher  seats 


800 
1,200 

Chairs:  April  10-16 


Donors 

In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joey  Crumpler  and  Sarah 

By  Friendship  Church,  Trenton 
Miss  Phoebe  G.  Kennedy,  Kinston 

Totals 

Bleachers:  April  10-16 


Donors 

In  Honor  of  Mount  Olive  College  Personnel 

By  Elaine  Jones,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Sudie  Malpass  Turner 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


912 
347 


Number 
of  Chairs 

2 

i_ 
3 


Number  of 
Bleacher 
Seats 
1 


Balance 
Needed 
0 

853 


Amount 

$100 


50 
$150 


Amount 

$100 

100 


Home  Missions 


It's  his  desire 
to  see 
Free  Will 
Baptists 
grow. 

Charles  Crisp 


He  is  part  accountant,  part  salesman,  part  public  relations 
man,  full-time  minister,  and  Home  Missions  Director  for  Free 
Will  Baptists.  He  spends  many  hours  in  his  office  at  Ayden  and 
drives  thousands  of  miles  visiting  churches. 

Charles  Crisp  is  the  director  of  our  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  Department.  He  is  trying  to  find  ways  to  help 
our  churches  grow  and  to  plant  new  churches  in  America.  He 
must  do  so  with  the  amount  of  money  which  our  churches  con- 
tribute. 

In  order  to  meet  our  budget  for  this  year,  we  must  have 
$40,000  during  April,  May  and  June.  Mr.  Crisp  promises  to  use 
the  funds  as  prudently  as  possible  for  the  growth  of  Free  Will 
Baptists. 

Don't  put  him  in  the  red. 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions 
and 

Church  Extension 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM 
JANUARY  1- MARCH  31,  1984 
ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 

Albemarle  Union  Meeting  $ 
Hickory  Chapel 


Edwards  Chapel 
Faith 

Faith  (Leland) 
Fifth  Eastern 


Malachi's  Chapel 
Mount  Tabor 
St.  Paul 
Shiloh 
Sidney 
Sound  Side 
Union  Chapel 
Total 


33.28 
100.00 
318.00 
100.00 
115.00 
474.93 
429.80 
157.31 
144.87 


Elm  Grove 

748. 'fj 

Fourth  Union 

34.il 

Free  Union 

25;J 

Friendship  (Greene  County) 

74.i 

Greenville,  First 

250.1 1 

Grimsley 

62.!  1 

Gum  Swamp 

170.(  1 

Harrell's  Chapel 

235.1 

Hickory  Grove 

291.] 

Hugo 

427J 

Hull  Road 

290.1 

King's  Cross  Roads 

1,033.1 

Little  Creek 

MM 

Marlboro 

230.S 

Ormondsville 

13.C 

Otter's  Creek 

194.1 

Owens  Chapel 

160.C 

Peace 

110.7 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt  County) 

285.C 

Pleasant  Hill 

400.(1 

Reedy  Branch 

65.4|' 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

85.0,1 

Rose  Hill 

332.5,. 

Rose  of  Sharon 

75.01 

Saratoga 

205.31 

Second  Union 

12.ol 

Spring  Branch 

200.0 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

5O.0| 

Tarboro,  First 

375.0j 

Watery  Branch 

25.03 

Williamston,  First 

37.21 

Winterville 

325.1', 

Total 

$8,446.4; 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

1 

Antioch 

$  100.0 

Arapahoe 

179.01 

Beaufort 

116.8| 

Beulaville 

162.2; 

Bridgeton 

48.0j 

British  Chapel 

200.0; 

Christian  Chapel 

100.0! 

Core  Creek 

145.0* 

Croatan 

20.0i 

Daly's  Chapel 

50.0] 

Davis 

65.3, 

Deep  Run 

20.0! 

Dublin  Grove 

lO.Ol! 

Eastern  Conference 

Mission  Board 

700.0 

$1,873.19 


CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting        $  34.98 

Eastwood  172.13 

10 


Goldsboro,  First 

100.00 

Sunday  School  Convention 

Haymount 

945.08 

Folkstone 

Lee's  Chapel 

40.71 

Fifth  Union 

Oak  Grove 

25.00 

Free  Union 

Palmer  Memorial 

271.12 

Holly  Springs 

Powhatan 

423.62 

Indian  Springs 

Saint  Paul 

25.00 

Jackson  Heights 

Shady  Grove 

323.05 

Kinston,  First 

Smithfield,  First 

20.00 

Moseley's  Creek 

Total 

$2,380.69 

Mount  Pleasant 

Mount  Zion  (Pamlico  County) 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

Mount  Zion  (Onslow  County) 

Bethany 

$  92.25 

New  Haven 

Central  Conference 

Northeast 

Mission  Board 

1,100.00 

Oak  Grove 

Daniels  Chapel 

400.00 

Edgewood 

19.85 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


Children's  Home 


RECREATION  CONTINUES 
TO  IMPROVE 


miniature  billiard  table, 
ith  balls,  a  stick,  and  rack 
as  added  to  our  recreation 
icilities  recently.  It  was  pur- 
tiased  (at  a  very  minimal 
(rice)  from  Russ  Pittman,  a 
bung  man  from  the  Black 
ack  Church,  near  Greenville, 
ur  children  have  enjoyed  the 
ew  attraction.  With  this  new 
ddition,  our  recreation 
(icilities  include  a  foosball 
ame,  two  shuffleboards,  two 
jr-hockey  games,  one  pinball 
lachine,  a  Ping-Pong  table,  a 
fvimming  pool,  a  tennis  court, 
j  "muddy"  softball  field,  and 
'ym-set  facilities.  Summer 
jacation  days  are  soon  ap- 
roaching,  and  these  facilities 
ill  be  a  great  asset  to  our  sunn- 
ier program.  Thanks,  Russ, 
)r  the  billiard  set! 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

jlJLY  1,  1983  —  MARCH  31,  1984 

LBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 

elhaven                             $  ioo 

orinth  25 

fickory  Chapel  1,357 

[alachi's  Chapel  800 

|!ount  Tabor  788 

fount  Zion  265 

fistrict  Convention  186 

'ifth  Sunday  Singing  100 

(nion  Meeting  63 

jlymouth,  First  175 

piloh  196 

fdney  525 

jound  Side  442 

|t.  Paul  285 

j'rinity  370 

fnion  Chapel  511 

finey  Grove  120 

Total                               $  6,311 

fHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Spring  Branch 

780 

Bethel 

$  730 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

640 

Casey's  Chapel 

620 

Tarboro  First 

305 

Daly's  Chapel 

460 

Walnut  Creek 

100 

VJU1UOUU1  \J  t  L  11  31 

1  167 

Wfl  tprv  Rrnnph 

vv  aici  y  i—> i  cLLiKjiL 

Hp  \/  mni  in  t 

183 

W  i  1 1  i  ii  m  oton  TTi  rcit 

VV  1 1 1  ICLl  i  1  o  IU1 1 ,  X1  11  oL 

T-TodpwpII 

i. x \-s yj w  en 

228 

Winterville 

1  789 

Tohnston  Union 

391 

Pinpv  Orovp  fRpanfort^ 

T.op'o  Oh a op  1 

1  114 

TTnion  Niimhpr4 

1  79 

Oak  Grove 

700 

District  Convention 

Palmer  IVIemorial 

716 

Union  Number  2 

Pleasant  Grove 

600 

Sundav  Srhool  Convpntion 

100 

Robert's  Grove 

985 

Total  ! 

Riverside 

200 

Saint  IVtary's  Grove 

111 

EASTERN  OONFERENCE 

Shady  Grove 

1,232 

Antioch  i 

1,125 

Smithfield,  First 

460 

Arapahoe 

683 

Tee's  Chapel 

1,470 

Bethel 

296 

Wootpn'^;  Ohanpl 

100 

Yelverton  Grove 

684 

Beaufort  Mission 

375 

Catalpa 

19 

Bridgeton 

503 

Lanwood  Chapel 

50 

British  Chapel 

200 

Mount  Olive 

l  ) 

Core  Point  Chapel 

52 

Powhfi  tan 

150 

Cabin 

138 

Saint  Paul 

400 

Christian  Chapel 

688 

Smyrna 

200 

Crab  Point 

98 

Steven's  Chapel 

200 

Croatan 

400 

West  Clinton 

70 

Deep  Run 

950 

District  Convention 

27 

Dublin  Grove 

806 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally 

100 

Edwards  Chapel 

135 

Total  ! 

!  13,333 

Friendship 

292 

Core  Creek 

1,352 

Holly  Springs 

5,143 

CENTRA!,  C!ONFF,RF,NfyF. 

Indian  Springs 

165 

Aspen  Grove  I 

,  2,338 

Jackson  Heights 

865 

Ayden 

30 

Juniper  Chapel 

1,711 

Rpthanv 

JJC  1>I  1CL1 1  jr 

QQR 

Kinston,  First 

900 

Black  Jack  (Pitt) 

1  440 

Lanier's  Chapel 

309 

vCUdi  VJIUVC 

Long  Ridge 

175 

PnmmiiTiitv 

VsUll  111  1U1 11 IV 

May's  Chapel 

600 

Daniels  Chapel 

1  123 

Moseley's  Creek 

465 

Dilda's  Grove 

616 

Mount  Pleasant 

494 

Kl  d  p"Pwooii 

79 

Mount  Zion  (Pamlico) 

465 

Elm  Grove 

557 

Mount  Zion  ( Onslow ) 

220 

jTfee  Union 

1  947 

Union  Number  5 

70 

Friendship 

1  467 

Fifth  Sunday  School  Convention 

75 

Gum  Swamp 

2  013 

Union  Number  3 

150 

Greenville  First 

1  440 

New  Bethlehem 

343 

f~l  r*\  rn  clou 

New  Haven 

1  057 

oai  i  cii  o  v^i  id uc i 

4^n 

Northeast 

609 

Wiplrorv  Orovp 

A.            IVV/1   V    VJT  I  \J  V  C 

4.1  4 

Oak  Grove 

258 

T-If~»\A/,ol  1  SSu/QTVlYl 

nuwcii  owctiisjj 

47ft 

Oriental 

T-Ti  i  crrx 
n.ugu 

Otway 

50 

Mull  RnnH 

1  4ft1 

Pear^all  Chanel 

719 

King's  Cross  Roads 

1,869 

Pilgrim's  Home 

415 

T^a  Grange 

531 

X   llgl  1 1 1  lo 

Little  Creek 

1,195 

Piney  Grove 

9R9 

Marlboro 

582 

Reunion  Chapel 

50 

Union  Number  2 

38 

Rock  of  Zion 

324 

Auxiliary  Convention 

210 

Rooty  Branch 

295 

Ormonfi<?villp 

V  / 1  111V/I1UO  V  111  »— 

1  144 

99 

Otter's  Creek 

101 

Sandv  Plain 

4^ 

Owens  Chapel 

196 

Smith's  New  Home 

333 

Peace 

331 

Sneads  Ferry 

300 

Piney  Grove  ( Pitt ) 

973 

Smvma 

Pleasant  Hill 

100 

Snow  Hill 

745 

Reedy  Branch 

1,894 

Sound  View 

792 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

350 

Spring  Hope 

10 

Rose  Hill 

1,102 

St.  Mary's 

1,322 

Rose  of  Sharon 

832 

Trent 

80 

Saratoga 

481 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Family  Devotion! 


SUNDAY, 
APRIL 


29 


Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  19,  20 

AN  ACCURATE  PORTRAIT 
A  prominent  photographer  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  says  that  there  are  actually  few 
beautiful  women  or  handsome  men  in  the  world. 
It  takes  a  good  photographer,  by  careful  lighting 
and  posing,  to  make  almost  any  human  face  at- 
tractive, he  contends.  "It  is  interesting  to  see  the 
number  of  persons  who  do  not  know  that  they 
have  a  crooked  nose,  one  eye  smaller,  or  a  lop- 
sided face,  or  some  other  fault,"  this  authority 
said,  and  he  added:  "When  people  look  into  a 
mirror  they  usually  are  combing  their  hair, 
shaving,  or  otherwise  in  motion.  Motion  is  the 
great  deceiver,  and  when  in  motion  the  faults  are 
minimized.  It  is  when  the  face  is  stationary,  as  in 
a  photograph,  that  the  faults  become  apparent." 
The  Lord  has  taken  a  life-sized  photograph,  so  to 
speak,  of  man  in  his  natural  condition.  He  shows 
it  in  Romans  3:9-18.  We  have  not  yet  heard  of  a 
person  who  called  it  beautiful,  but  we  have  heard 
of  some  who  said  it  was  not  a  true  picture  of 
them.  We  must  not  blame  God's  camera.  It  is 
perfect.  How  true,  as  this  man  says,  that  "mo- 
tion is  a  great  deceiver."  Sinners  are  so  busy  do- 
ing this  and  that,  going  hither  and  yon,  seeking  to 
establish  their  own  righteousness. 


They  do  not  care  to  stop  and  look  intently  at 
the  photograph  taken  of  them. 


MONDAY, 
APRIL 


30 


Scripture  Reading— 1  Kings  21,  22 

"SNAKEBITE  REMEDY" 

A  black  snake  slithered  out  of  a  cave,  and  the 
old  timer  in  the  Tennessee  hills  watched  it  pause 
a  short  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  cave.  The 
reptile  took  a  few  bites  of  a  certain  plant  and 
wended  its  way  back  into  the  cave.  Mr.  Old 
Timer  watched  the  snake  repeat  this  perfor- 
mance two  or  three  times,  each  time  biting  on 
the  plant  and  returning  to  the  cave. 

"I'll  venture  the  black  snake  is  fighting  with 
a  deadly  rattler  in  there,"  he  thought  to  himself. 
"He  comes  out  here  and  bites  this  plant  to  offset 
the  poison  of  those  fangs,  I  believe.  Just  to  make 
sure,  I'll  make  a  test."  Waiting  until  the  black 
snake  returned  to  the  cave  again,  he  slipped 
from  behind  his  bush  of  observation,  uprooted 
the  plant  and  removed  it,  and  returned  to  watch 
the  results.  He  regretted  his  deed,  but  his  suspi- 
cions were  confirmed  when  he  saw  the  heroic 


snake  search  in  vain  for  the  plant,  and  then  c 
up  and  die. 

A  specific  remedy  has  been  provided  for  | 
bite  of  "that  old  serpent . . .  the  Devil"— the 
nal  Word  of  God. 


Ete7!'! 


Let  him  come  with  his  poisonous  "Go  ahea. 
and  do  it — thou  shalt  not  surely  die,"  and  thl 
Christian  may  run  to  the  Word  of  Life  and  /in 
the  antidote. 


TUESDAY,  1 
MAY  J 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Kings  1-3 

THE  BOOK  CONQUERED 
Some  years  ago  a  Spaniard  found  a  torn  boo; 
by  the  side  of  a  railway.  On  reading  it  he  sool 
found  it  was  no  ordinary  book,  but  he  did  nq 
know  that  it  was  part  of  the  Bible.  The  words  II 
interested  him  he  decided  to  follow  its  teaching^ 
and  so  pleased  was  he  with  his  new-founj 
treasure,  that  he  called  in  his  neighbors,  an 
read  to  them  out  of  the  Book.  One  day  the  H 
chard  next  to  his  was  sold,  and  the  new  owne 
turned  aside  a  water  course  that  had  als! 
watered  his  land,  and  it  was  not  long  before  hi* 
trees  began  to  suffer.  His  friends  told  him  whal 
he  ought  to  do  to  punish  his  neighbor,  but  no,  H 
would  not  think  of  doing  any  harm.  He  woul 
stand  by  his  Book.  One  morning,  going  into  thj 
orchard,  he  noticed  in  a  far  corner  one  tree  quits 
fresh  and  green.  At  once  he  got  his  spade  and  du;i 
around,  and  to  his  joy  found  a  spring  of  watei, 
and  soon  ditches  were  carrying  the  life-givi™ 
water  to  all  corners  of  his  orchard.  The  Book  haj 
conquered. 


The  Bible  is  the  unfailing  guide  which  point 
the  way  for  men  to  the  perfect  life.  The  lessons  H 
charity,  justice  and  equality  which  enrich  ik 
pages  should  be  learned  well  by  all  men  in  ordq 
that  greed,  avarice,  and  iniquity  can  be  blotte 
out. 

WEDNESDAY,  „ 
MAY  A 

Scripture  Reading— 2  Kings  4,  5 

BIBLE  PENETRATION 

No  one  has  a  better  chance  to  learn  how  th 
Bible  finds  men  out  than  the  missionaries.  An; 
what  testimonies  do  they  give ! 

Once  when  Dr.  Chamberlain  had  read  to  th 
natives  of  an  East  Indian  city  the  first  chapter  < 
the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  an  intelligei 
Brahmin  said  to  him,  "Sir,  that  chapter  wa 
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injj  tten  by  one  of  you  missionaries  about  us  Hin- 

itigj;  it  describes  us  exactly."  But  nobody 
Jiputes  that  that  chapter  was  written  by  the 

iriftbstle  Paul  eighteen  hundred  years  before  our 

Eioissionaries  went  to  India. 

At  another  time  a  learned  Chinese  was 
»i  ployed  by  some  missionaries  to  translate  the 
Testament  into  Chinese.  At  first  the  work  of 

(  j"pslating  had  no  effect  upon  the  scholarly 
anese.  But  after  some  time  he  became  quite 
ijjtated  and  said,  "What  a  beautiful  book  this 
s!'  "Why  so?"  said  the  missionary.  "Because," 
«jd  the  man,  '  'it  tells  so  exactly  about  myself.  It 
wws  all  that  is  in  me.  The  One  who  made  this 
W»fc  must  have  made  me!" 


The  deathless  Book  has  survived  three  great 
tigers:  the  negligence  of  its  friends;  the  false 
mtems  built  upon  it;  the  warfare  of  those  who 
me  hated  it. 

HURSDAY,  o 

J|ay 

•  ipture  Reading— 2  Kings  6-8 

POWER  OF  THE  WORD 
I  It  was  in  a  meeting  where  they  were  giving 
crsonal  testimony.  One  man  arose,  holding  a 
p|w  Testament  in  his  hand.  "My  story,"  said  he, 
m  unlike  other  men.  I  was  a  pickpocket,  and  one 
djy  I  saw  a  man  with  a  definite  bulge  in  his  hip 
picket.  'A  fat  purse, '  thought  I,  and  soon  it  was  in 
m  pocket.  But  when  I  arrived  home,  behold,  it 
ifs  a  Book.  In  disgust  I  threw  it  aside,  but  after- 
vkrd,  out  of  curiosity,  I  opened  it  and  began  to 
rkd-  Before  many  days  had  passed  I  discovered 
Clrist  as  my  Saviour  and  Lord." 

Listening  to  this  testimony,  one  of  the 
vlunteer  colporteurs  of  the  Bible  Society 
■came  interested.  After  the  service  he  asked  to 
|e  the  New  Testament.  It  was  the  one  he  had 
crried  with  him  for  years,  the  one  he  had  con- 
elered  lost.  Is  not  this  evidence  of  the  power  of 
te  Word  to  change  and  to  transform  man's  life? 


What  has  the  Word  done  for  you? 

[riday,  a 
4ay 

f  ripture  Reading  -2  Kings  9,  10 

A  BOY'S  TRIBUTE  TO  THE 
POWER  OF  THE  WORD 
Dr.  Moffat,  the  celebrated  missionary  to 
Ijmth  Africa,  tells  the  amusing  story  of  a  lad  who 
lad  been  converted  by  reading  the  New  Testa- 
lent.  One  day  he  came  to  Dr.  Moffat  in  great 
stress  to  tell  hkri  that  their  big  watchdog  had 
,?t  hold  of  the  book  and  torn  a  page  out  of  it.  Dr. 


Moffat  tried  to  comfort  him  by  saying  he  could 
get  another  New  Testament.  But  the  boy  was  not 
comforted  at  all.  "Think  of  the  dog,"  he  said.  Dr. 
Moffat  supposing  the  boy  thought  the  paper 
would  do  the  dog  harm,  said,  "If  your  dog  can 
crunch  an  ox  bone  he's  not  going  to  be  hurt  by  a 
piece  of  paper."  "Oh,  Papa  Moffat,"  he  cried,  "I 
once  was  a  bad  boy.  If  I  had  an  enemy  I  hated 
him,  and  everything  in  me  wanted  to  kill  him. 
Then  I  got  the  New  Testament  in  my  heart,  and 
began  to  love  everybody,  and  forgive  all  my 
enemies ;  and  now  the  dog,  the  great  big  hunting 
dog,  has  got  the  blessed  Book  in  him.  and  will 
begin  to  love  the  lions  and  tigers,  and  let  them 
help  themselves  to  the  sheep  and  oxen."  What  a 
beautiful  tribute  that  boy,  out  of  the  simplicity  of 
his  heart,  paid  to  the  power  of  the  Bible. 


The  whole  of  the  inspirations  of  our  civiliza- 
tion springs  from  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the 
lessons  of  the  Prophets.  To  read  the  Bible  for 
these  fundamentals  is  a  necessity  of  American 
life. 

SATURDAY,  * 
MAY 

Scripture  Reading— 2  Kings  11-13 

THE  HISTORY  OF  JUDSON'S  BIBLE 
Twenty  years  after  Adoniram  Judson 
reached  Burma  the  New  Testament  was 
translated  into  the  Burmese  tongue.  In  1824, 
when  war  was  waged  between  England  and  Bur- 
ma, Mr.  Judson  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  Mrs. 
Judson  buried  the  precious  manuscript,  just 
ready  for  the  printer,  in  the  earth  beneath  their 
house.  But  as  mold  was  gathering  upon  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  dampness  caused  by  heavy  rains, 
with  a  woman's  ready  wit,  she  sewed  the 
treasure  inside  a  roll  of  cotton,  put  on  a  cover 
and  took  it  to  the  jail  to  be  used  by  Mr.  Judson  as 
a  pillow. 

In  nine  months  he  was  transferred  to  the  in- 
ner prison,  where  five  pairs  of  fetters  were  upon 
his  ankles,  and  it  was  announced  that  he,  with  a 
hundred  others,  fastened  to  a  bamboo  pole,  were 
to  be  killed  before  morning.  During  this  terrible 
night,  much  prayer  ascended  for  the  precious 
pillow.  It  had  fallen  to  the  share  of  the  keeper  of 
the  prison,  but  Mrs.  Judson,  producing  a  better 
one,  induced  him  to  exchange. 

Mr.  Judson  was  not  killed,  but  was  hurried 
away  to  another  place,  and  again  the  pillow  was 
his  companion.  But  one  of  the  jailers  untied  the 
mat  that  served  as  its  cover  and  threw  the  roll  of 
cotton  into  the  yard  as  worthless.  Here  a  native 
Christian,  ignorant  of  its  value,  found  and 
preserved  it  as  a  relic  of  his  beloved  master,  and 
with  him  months  afterward  its  contents  were 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson" 


For  April  29 

BE  A  DOER 
OF  THE  WORD 

Lesson  Text:  James  1:1-6, 19-27 
Memory  Verse:  James  1:22 

Everyone  in  the  community 
knew  George  and  loved  him.  As 
a  result  of  his  wholehearted 
commitment  to  Christ  and  His 
church,  George's  life  was  a 
model  of  integrity  and  un- 
pretentious Christian  service. 
Whenever  there  was  a  need  in 
the  community,  George  was 
there  to  do  whatever  he  could. 
He  was  not  an  educated  man, 
but  in  his  own  way  he  had 
gained  a  wisdom  that  allowed 
him  to  translate  the  teachings 
of  the  Bible  into  practical 
Christian  living. 

But  George  had  one  problem. 
He  was  a  farmer  who  spent 
most  of  his  waking  hours  doing 
hard  manual  labor  outdoors.  As 
a  result,  when  he  came  to 
church  he  had  trouble  staying 
awake.  Almost  every  Sunday 
he  was  sound  asleep  before  the 
preacher  was  five  minutes  into 
his  sermon.  And  to  make  mat- 
ters worse,  his  sleep  often  was 
punctuated  by  deep,  resonant 
snores. 

Finally  one  of  the  more  pious 
ladies  in  the  church  went  to  the 
minister  and  complained. 

"It's  a  disgrace,"  she  said. 
'  'He  never  hears  a  word  of  your 
sermons." 

"I  suppose  you  are  right," 
chuckled  the  minister.  "But  I 
don't  worry.  By  the  life  he  lives, 
it  appears  to  me  that  he  hears 
more  of  my  sermon  while  he  is 
asleep  than  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  congregation  does  when 
they  are  awake." 

This  lesson  and  the  four  that 
follow  it  are  based  upon  the 
Book  of  James.  This  suggests  to 
us  at  once  that  these  lessons 
will  be  practical  in  their  ap- 
plication, for  it  is  probably  safe 
to  say  that  James  is  the  most 
practical    and    the  least 
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theological  of  any  New  Testa- 
ment book.  It  has  been  de- 
scribed as  an  interpretation  of 
the  Law  and  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  in  the  light  of  the  gospel. 

The  author  calls  himself 
"James,  a  servant  of  God  and 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  but 
beyond  this  he  does  not  further 
identify  himself.  Since  at  least 
three  persons  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment bore  this  name,  we  need 
to  seek  further  to  learn  his  iden- 
tity. James,  the  brother  of  John 
and  the  son  of  Zebedee,  was 
martyred  by  Herod  (Acts  12:2) 
in  A.D.  44,  and  so  could  hardly 
have  written  this  epistle. 
Another  of  the  apostles  bore  the 
name  James.  He  was  the  son  of 
Alpheus  and  was  sometimes 
referred  to  as  James  the  Less 
(Mark  15:40).  But  after  being 
listed  with  the  other  apostles  in 
Acts  1:13,  he  is  not  mentioned 
again  in  the  New  Testament. 

This  leads  us  to  conclude  that 
the  author  of  this  epistle  is 
James,  the  half-brother  of  the 
Lord.  During  Jesus'  ministry 
James  was  not  a  believer  (John 
7:5).  But  he  later  became  a 
believer,  for  following  Jesus' 
ascension  and  prior  to 
Pentecost  James  was  found  in 
the  upper  room  with  the 
apostles  and  all  the  others  who 
continued  in  prayer  and  sup- 
plication (Acts  1:14).  We  are 
told  that  the  Lord  appeared  to 
James  after  His  Resurrection 
(1  Corinthians  15:7).  Perhaps 
that  is  what  brought  him  to 
faith. 

Later,  James,  the  brother  of 
the  Lord,  became  a  highly 
respected  leader  in  the  church 
at  Jerusalem.  He  was  a  leading 
spokesman  in  the  conference  at 
Jerusalem  that  debated  the 
question  about  whether  Gen- 
tiles had  to  come  under  the 
Mosaic  Law  in  order  to  become 
Christians.  It  was  he  who 
argued  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  Gentiles  (Acts  15:13-21). 
Some  years  later  he  was  still  a 
leader  in  the  church  in 
Jerusalem  when  Paul  returned 


from  his  third  missiona* 
journey  (Acts  21:18).  i 

According   to  traditio; 
James  was  named  "the  Just 
because  of  his  integrity.  It 
said  that  he  spent  so  much  tin 
in   prayer   that   his  knetji 
became  calloused  like  those  | 
a  camel.  According  to  some  al 
counts     he     was  cruel!: 
murdered  about  A.D.  62.  Til 
high  priest  inflamed  the  peopl 
against  James  so  that  thej^ 
threw  him  from  a  pinnacle  <1 
the  temple ;  but  when  he  su 
vived  this,  they  stoned  him  ar 
clubbed  him  to  death. 

It  is  held  by  many  that  ft] 
epistle  of  James  is  one  of  trJ 
earliest  of  all  the  New  Testii 
ment  writings.  It  is  addressed 
to  Jewish  Christians,  indicatir/l 
that  there  were  relatively  fe 
Gentile  Christians  at  the  tirm 
Further,  the  writer  makes  r 
reference  to  the  controvers 
over  the  Judaizers,  leading  i 
to  believe  that  this  letter  mu; 
have  been  written  before  A.I 
50. 

Throughout  the  churchl 
history,  men  have  defined  tl 
Christian  faith  in  various  way 
Some  define  it  in  terms  of  do 
trines  and  creeds.  One  is  a  tn 
Christian  if  he  subscribes  to  tit 
right  creed  or  uses  the  rigl 
confession  in  his  worship. 

Others  define  the  faith 
terms  of  good  works. 

James  suggests  still  anoth 
essential  element— to  ke< 
oneself  "unspotted  from  tl 
world."  Admittedly,  in  o| 
sophisticated  society  mori 
purity  is  not  a  very  popular  su 
ject.  In  an  age  that  values  ttj 
cynical  sneer  and  the  sujf 
gestive  remark,  it  seems  naijs 
to  many  to  insist  that  the  Bibll 
standards  for  personal  conduc 
have  not  gone  out  of  date.  Yet.: 
is  precisely  this  personal  pie' 
that  can  keep  the  legalist  froi 
becoming  mean  and  petty  ail 
the  social  gospeler  from  coi 
promising  away  the  very  hea; 
of  the  gospel.  —  Standai 
Lesson  Commentary 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

By  Mr.  H.  Ft.  Malpass,  Arlington,  Virginia 
onor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Flowers  and  Leigh 
By  Little  Creek  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Ayden 
onor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Brown  Sr. 
By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Kittrell  Sr.,  Morehead  City 
[Memory  of  Mr.  Hardy  Talton 
By  Mrs.  Claudie  King,  Goldsboro 
I  Totals 


Unity  ( Durham ) 

25 

Unity  (Wilson) 

195 

Watson's  Grove 

65 

100 

Wilson  First 

4,656 

Durham,  First 

150 

100 

Mount  Zion  (Wilson) 

225 

Northern 

40 

100 

Oak  Grove 

587 

14 

$500 

Total 

$41,108 

DR.  RAPER  TO  SPEAK 

i  Dr.  W.  Burke tte  Raper,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  will 
peak  on  April  29,  at  First  Church,  Greenville.  He  will  teach  a  com- 
fcijied  Sunday  school  class  at  9:45  a.m.  and  preach  at  the  11  a.m. 
frtrship  service.  The  Rev.  Harry  Grubbs  is  pastor. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 


\rona 

V.rdens  Grove 
Wrsaw,  First 
f  stside 

-Viialey's  Chapel 

SiHAite  Hill 

fwite  Oak  Grove 

1  r 

,Mlmington,  First 

V  ntergreen 
1  \lodrow,  First 

Iivis 

iFjith  (Brunswick) 
,  Mkstone 
'  See  Union 

licedonia 

(glnts  Delight 

Vilcome  Home 

\jilte  Oak 

Iplaville 

/xiliary  Convention 
^uth  Fellowship 

Vlldwood 
]  Total 

EE  dee  conference 

liion  Number  1 
Ije  Dee  Association 
<k  Grove 
\iite  Oak 
hunt  Calvary 
rlomasboro 
Mon  Number  2 
I  Total 

IjEDMONT  CONFERENCE 

nithedral 
1'ist  Rockingham 
llritage 
Igh  Point 
Ighland  Pines 
ftly  Cross 
iunt  Olive 
Muse  of  Prayer 
live  Gospel 
'feyside  Chapel 
<j>od  News 
Total 

)CK  FISH  CONFERENCE 

punt  Moriah 
Total 


TOE  RIVER  CONFERENCE 


LI) 

Roaring  Creek 

$  132 

150 

Curtis  Creek 

69 

448 

Poplar  Church 

238 

300 

Odom's  Chapel 

358 

1,453 

Total 

$  797 

655 

70 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

520 

Agape  Mission 

$  150 

7 

Barnes  Hill 

681 

1,020 

Black  Jack  Grove 

311 

261 

Branch  Chapel 

1,250 

220 

Calvary 

475 

58 

Elwood  Lane 

180 

652 

Everett  Chapel 

1,461 

90 

Fellowship 

25 

298 

Flood's  Chapel 

256 

829 

Free  Spirit 

180 

125 

Fremont 

1,233 

41 

Free  Union 

95 

1,045 

Friendship 

950 

270 

Holly  Springs 

600 

25 

Kenly 

970 

20 

Little  Rock 

1,775 

49 

Marsh  Swamp 

1,974 

$ 

37,527 

Memorial  Chapel 

78 

Micro 

542 

Milbournie 

2,425 

$ 

120 

Mount  Zion  (Nash) 

1,104 

151 

Union  Number  1 

415 

1,911 

Union  Number  2 

35 

100 

First  Western 

200 

Sunday  School  Convention 

166 

50 

Youth  Fellowship 

150 

100 

New  Sandy  Hill 

369 

$ 

2,632 

People's  Chapel 

495 

Pine  Level 

999 

Pleasant  Grove 

2,293 

$ 

20 

Piney  Grove 

410 

195 

Pleasant  Hill 

140 

450 

Pleasant  Plain 

375 

1,004 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

270 

444 

Rock  Springs 

61 

100 

Rosebud 

259 

100 

Selma 

200 

100 

Sherron  Acres 

1,550 

25 

Spring  Hill 

1,695 

50 

St.  Mary's 

1,425 

25 

Stancil's  Chapel 

1,217 

$ 

2,514 

Stoney  Creek 

2,365 

Stony  Hill 

600 

Trinity 

1,871 

$ 

50 

Union  Chapel 

450 

$ 

50 

Union  Grove 

619 

OTHER  CHURCH  REVENUE 
Statewide  Free  Will  Baptists     $  1,523 

TOTAL  REVENUE - 

CHURCHES  $141,299 

MEMORIAL  GD7TS 

In  Memory  of  Annie  M. 
Hodges  by  Hickory  Chapel 
(Albemarle). 

In  Memory  of  Lunice  and 
Walter  Barnes  by  Willyne  S. 
Barnes. 

In  Memory  of  Leslie  Hawley 
Polland  by  Bobby  R.  Taylor. 

In  Memory  of  David  and 
Madora  Day  by  Earl  C.  Day. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Faye 
Evans  by  Miss  Geneva  Pope. 

In  Memory  of  Fernie  R.  Wood 
by  Maggie  and  William  Batts. 

In  Memory  of  Howard  Briley 
by  Mrs.  Jessie  B.  Alexander. 

In  Memory  of  Y.  Z.  Sum- 
merlin  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
S.  Hardy. 

MR.  BOBBY  TAYLOR 
TO  SPEAK 

Mr.  Bobby  Taylor  will  be 
speaking  at  Arapahoe  Church, 
Arapahoe,  on  April  29,  1984,  for 
the  11  o'clock  worship  service. 
The  pastor  of  Arapahoe  Church 
is  the  Rev.  Doug  Skinner. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

( Continued  from  Page  8 ) 

die,'  and  you  do  not  warn  him 
or  speak  out  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  evil  ways  in  order  to 
save  his  life,  that  wicked  man 
will  die  for  sin,  and  I  will  hold 
YOU  accountable  for  his 
blood." 

(6)  Hope  of  His  Coming  in 
glory  and  in  power  excites  me 
to  keep  on.  "And  this  gospel  of 
the  kingdom  shall  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  un- 
to all  nations;  and  then  shall 
the  end  come." 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Christian  friend  (young  man, 
young  woman,  Mom,  Dad, 
Pastor,  Sunday  school  teacher, 
deacon,  new  convert)  have  you 
ever  been  bothered  by  the  ques- 
tion, WHY?  Have  you  ever  con- 
sidered asking  God  to  lead  you 
into  His  will  for  your  life? 

The  untold  people  of  the 
world  cry  out  to  you  through 
tears  of  repression,  hunger, 
anguish  and  pain,  "WHY 
NOT?" 

Charles  Barnard 

HOME  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 


Oriental 

10.00 

Otway 

20.00 

Pearsall  Chapel 

75.00 

Pilgrims  Rest 

35.00 

Piney  Grove 

100.00 

Russell's  Creek 

55.00 

Saints  Delight 

180.00 

St.  Mary's 

308.00 

Sandy  Plain 

344.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

35.00 

Snow  Hill 

350.00 

Third  Union 

25.00 

Trent 

76.50 

Wardens  Grove 

110.00 

Westside 

50.00 

Whaley's  Chapel 

10.00 

White  Hill 

25.00 

Wilmington,  First 

40.00 

Wintergreen 

188.40 

Woodrow,  First 

5.00 

Total 

$6,140.06 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

discovered  intact.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  this  New  Testa- 
ment was  printed,  and  in  1834 
the  whole  Bible  was  translated 
into  the  Burmese  language. 


The  great  effective  instru- 
ment of  the  Holy  Spirit  by 
which  the  truth  is  authoritative- 
ly taught  is  the  inspired  Word  of 
God. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations, 
Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Available  at  the  Free  Will  Bapti: 
Press  for  all  your  church  "printinc 
needs  . .  . 


CHAMPION  MIMEOGRAPH  PAPER 


1  Ream 

5  Reams 

10  Reanr 

8V2  X  11 

20  lb. 

White 

$4.85 

$4.60 

$4.50 

8V2  X  1 1 

24  lb. 

White 

6.15 

5.85 

5.70 

8V2  x  14 

20  lb. 

White 

6.25 

6.00 

5.85 

8V2  x  14 

24  lb. 

White 

7.80 

7.45 

7.25 

8V2  x  11 

20  lb. 

Colors 

5.60 

5.35 

5.20 

8V2  x  14 

20  lb. 

Colors 

6.95 

6.65 

6.50 

COPYSAVER  Dual  Purpose  Xerocopy/Bond 

1  Ream 

5  Reams 

10  Rearr 

8V2  x  11 

20  lb. 

White 

$4.20 

$4.00 

$3.85 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTI* 


-The  

FieeWill 


Baptist 


s 


'  f=2/T3 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  2,  1984,  AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 

Editorial   2 

Feature   3 

Weekly  Features 

News  and  Notes   5 

Children's  Home   8 

Foreign  Missions   9 

Mount  Olive  College  10 

Family  Devotions  12 

Sunday  School  Lesson  14 

Attention  Laymen   6 

Special  Invitation  Extended   6 

Volume  99  Number  17 

May  2,  1984 
Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 


Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden.  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  209-440). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P,  O.  Box  158.  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year.  $8.84;  two  years.  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents); 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield.  and 
Whiteville,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m..  Monday— Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9;30  a.m.— 5  p.m  . 
Monday  —  Saturday . 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling.  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley.  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Editorial 


All  Things  Do  Not  Change  ; 

Time  has  a  way  of  changing  things— sometimes  for  bette 
sometimes  for  worse.  Time  has  brought  our  society  into  an  agi 
of  specialization,  and  thus,  multiple  choices.  For  example,  then 
are  presently  752  different  models  of  cars  and  trucks  sold  in  th 
United  States,  not  counting  the  options  allowing  for  one's  ir 
dividual  taste  for  color.  A  shop  in  Manhattan  sells  nothing  bib 
light  bulbs.  Of  course  it  does  have  2,500  types  from  which  yol 
can  choose  just  the  one  you  need.  Our  multiple-option  approacl 
to  life  has  spilled  over  into  important  areas  of  our  life—  In 
religion.  The  religious  scene  in  America,  because  of  its  "Rubik'' 
cube"  complexity,  allows  for  a  "Baskin-Robbins"  faith.  You  ca! 
choose  whatever  suits  your  taste. 

And  apparently  many  have  chosen  to  do  so.  But  I  mus1 
hasten  to  add  that  such  does  not  happen  without  consequence 

We  all  should  recognize  the  fact  that  human  beings  cannc; 
live  without  trying  to  make  sense  of  their  experiences  in  life 
They  must  try  to  find  meaning  in  them.  And  when  meaning  1 
discovered,  man  is  pretty  much  satisfied.  While  everyone  doe: 
not  accept  the  same  answers  and  religious  beliefs,  severe 
things  are  true  for  all  groups.  The  continuity  of  a  group  is  de 
rived  from  the  commitment  given  to  it  by  its  devotees.  As  thi 
level  of  demand  decreases,  their  devotion  wanes  and  thi 
members  reach  a  state  of  minimal  action.  At  this  point  it  wouk 
be  appropriate  for  us  to  make  several  conclusions:  New  groupi 
often  spring  from  declining  groups  and  lend  vitality  to  the  old 
create  "a  new  form"  of  existence,  or  both.  It  should  also  b. 
noted  that  churches  must  be  vibrant,  alive,  doing  something— iii 
essence,  growing— for  commitment  to  remain  strong.  Withou 
commitment  to  the  quest  for  meaning,  members  become  m 
and  desultory. 

Several  amazing  elements  have  continually  surfaced 
throughout  my  study  of  churches,  their  growth  and/or  decline, 
list  them  for  you  now: 

Those  who  are  serious  about  their  faith: 

1.  Do  not  confuse  it  with  other  beliefs/loyalties/practices,  or  mingle  them 
together  indiscriminately,  or  pretend  they  are  alike,  of  equal  merit,  or  j 
mutually  compatible  if  they  are  not. 

2.  Make  high  demands  of  those  admitted  to  the  organization  that  bears 
the  faith,  and  do  not  include  or  allow  to  continue  within  it  those  who  are 
not  fully  committed  to  it. 

3.  Do  not  consent  to,  encourage,  or  indulge  any  violations  of  its 
standards  of  belief  or  behavior  by  its  professed  adherents. 

4.  Do  not  keep  silent  about  it,  apologize  for  it,  or  let  it  be  treated  as  ■ 
though  it  made  no  difference,  or  should  make  no  difference,  in  their 
behavior  or  in  their  relationships  with  others  (Dean  M.  Kelley). 

These  truths  have  not  changed  just  because  the  worh 
turns.  Time  has  not  altered  them,  and  there  is  little  room  for 
multitude  of  choices.  (So  why  do  we  lack  growth?  Is  it  becaus 
we  lack  commitment?  Have  we  chosen  to  compromise  to  thi 
point  that  we  do  not  even  know  what  we  believe?  Do  we  no 
know  how  to  minister?  Or,  do  we  just  not  care?) 
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WHAT  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  CAN 
LEARN  FROM  DIETRICH  BONHOEFFER 


by  Calvin  Mercer 
Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 


Part  II 


(4)  SPIRITUALITY 

Bonhoeffer  was  clearly  a  man  with  a  deep  in- 
;r  life.  His  life  and  writings  testify  to  the 
ithenticity  and  richness  of  his  prayer  and 
.editation  and  to  the  priority  he  placed  on  this 
jpect  of  the  Christian  life.  In  the  "illegal" 
sminary  he  directed,  he  required  the  students  to 
>end  hours  in  spiritual  formation  through 
*ayer,  meditation,  and  contemplation  of  Scrip- 
ire.  Like  babes  in  Christ,  the  students  at  first 
ere  unable  to  appreciate  this  discipline.  In  time 
ley  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  treasured 
atures  of  their  work  with  Bonhoeffer. 

Many  Free  Will  Baptists  today  desire  a 
cher  spiritual  life.  Such  a  life  calls  for  the 
roper  balance  between  doctrine  and  devotion, 
orrect  doctrine  is  important;  but  it  is  reduced 
I  a  lifeless  creed  without  the  heartbeat  of  true 
iipvotion.    Programs,    likewise,    can  easily 
©generate  into  rituals  which  have  the  form  of 
j  bdliness  but  lack  the  power  thereof.  Dr.  William 
lennett,  of  the  recent  World  Missions  Con- 
jrence,  said  the  first  requirement  for  any  effec- 
ve  program  of  evangelism  or  missions  is  an 
iding  love  of  Jesus.  The  sort  of  spirituality  that 
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motivated  Bonhoeffer  cannot,  however,  be  man- 
dated. It  will  not  result  from  a  legalistic  ap- 
proach to  the  Christian  life.  It  comes  only  from 
self-discipline  and  commitment  to  spiritual 
growth.  Finally,  our  movement  towards  such 
spirituality  will  be  greatly  enhanced  through  an 
openness  to  the  inspiration  and  discipline  of 
spiritual  giants  throughout  church  history.  The 
history  of  Christianity,  from  the  desert  fathers  to 
Bonhoeffer,  is  filled  with  persons  and  traditions 
that  can  assist  us  in  rediscovering  the  inner  life 
with  God.  Woefully  unaware  of  the  2,000  years  of 
church  history  from  the  time  of  Christ  to  the 
present  day,  our  denomination  is  not  even 
scratching  the  surface  of  this  gold  mine  of  infor- 
mation and  inspiration. 

(5)  ACTTVISM 

The  flip  side  of  Bonhoeffer 's  devotional  life 
was  his  commitment  to  Christ  in  the  world.  His 
"religionless  Christianity"  was  one  which  led 
him  to  bring  the  truth  of  God  to  bear  on  the  in- 
justices of  his  society.  Bonhoeffer  did  not  remain 
in  his  closet,  simply  waiting  for  Jesus  to  take  him 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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to  the  sweet  bye  and  bye.  He  was  actively  in- 
volved in  issues  of  racism,  oppression,  and  suf- 
fering in  the  attempt  to  become  fully  identified 
with  the  world  without  losing  his  Christian  iden- 
tity—to be  in,  but  not  of  the  world.  He  understood 
and  lived  the  words  of  Jesus : 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because 
he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  poor;  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the 
brokenhearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the 
captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised 
(Luke  4:18). 

For  I  was  hungry,  and  ye  gave  me  meat:  I 
was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a 
stranger  and  ye  took  me  in:  Naked,  and  ye 
clothed  me:  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me:  I 
was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me  (Mat- 
thew 25:35,  36). 

The  temptation  for  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
any  Christian  group  for  that  matter,  is  to  have  a 
narrow  vision,  focused  on  our  own  needs  and  con- 
cerns. An  allegiance  to  the  God  of  this  universe, 
an  ecumenical  spirit,  and  a  vital  spiritual  life, 
will  refocus  our  attention  to  the  pressing  needs  of 
the  world  in  which  God  has  blessed  us  to  live.  If 
God  is  creator  and  sustainer  of  all  as  we  believe, 
then  the  world  and  all  that  is  in  it— people, 
plants,  animals,  air,  water,  land— are  the  objects 
of  the  redemptive  grace  of  God.  We  often  limit 
God  by  viewing  His  saving  activity  as  directed 
only  at  the  souls  of  men— and  as  Dr.  William 
Bennett,  the  World  Missions  Conference  speaker 
observed,  sometimes  it  is  directed  toward 
"white,  Anglo-Saxon  Protestant  men."  But  God 
is  not  to  be  so  limited.  He  purposes  to  bring 
health  and  wholeness  to  all  aspects  of  human 
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existence.  This  means  that  pollution,  the  a| 
race,  war,  poverty,  hunger,  crime,  racism,  J 
ism,  human  rights  abuse,  and  other  press  i| 
issues  of  our  days  are  as  much  the  legitini1 
concern  of  Christians  as  anything.  It  does/ 
mean,  and  will  never  mean,  that  Christi 
agree  on  the  specific  appropriate  response 
these  issues.  It  does  mean,  however,  that  i 
time  we  get  involved  in  the  process  of  educal 
ourselves  about  them  and  working  to  respond 
of  the  grace  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

(6)  EDUCATION 

Bonhoeffer  had  a  well-rounded  gen* 
education  and  specific  training  in  the  traditic 
disciplines  of  biblical  study,   theology,  j 
church  history.  He  spent  years  of  hard  worl 
preparation  for  ministry.  His  influence,  botl 
Germany  of  his  day  and  beyond  Germany  in 
day,  can  be  attributed  in  part  to  his  commitm 
to  excellence  in  study  and  learning.  With  v 
few  exceptions,  the  Christians  who  have  sha] 
the  direction  of  the  church  throughout  hist- 
have  been  persons  who  paid  the  price  I 
disciplined  study.  Men  like  the  Apostle  P£] 
Augustine,  Aquinis,  Luther,  Bonhoeffer,  u 
others  are  testimony  to  this  fact.  In  our  oj 
tradition,  we  respect  the  contribution  of  i 
Dutch  theologian,   Jacobus  Arminius,  yl 
himself  was  an  avid  student  and  professor] 
theology  at  the  University  of  Leiden.  Educati  i 
both  the  amount  and  kind,  is  a  sensitive  issufj 
our  ranks.  History  testifies,  though,  that  if  wej 
a  denomination  are  to  have  impact  that't 
widespread  and  lasting,  we  will  allow  God  to  | 
quality  education  to  move  our  leaders  and  peo|j 
to  a  larger  vision  of  God  and  the  world.  A  recji 
editorial  decried  the  loss  of  membership  i 
denomination  is  experiencing.  There  can  I 
many  reasons.  Perhaps  one  is  that  our  limifi 
perspectives,  often  a  result  of  limited  educatili 
isolate  us  from  those  who  could  hear  | 
message  of  God  and  unite  with  our  prograli 
One's  education  should  never  be  used  to  just* 
an  attitude  of  superiority  which  belittles  all 
casts  suspicion  on  those  who  have  not  had  ifi 
benefit  of  formal  education.  Rather,  in  the  spiji 
of  Jesus,  all  of  one's  talents  and  abilities  are  11 
rendered  to  the  divine  call  in  service  to  God  a  i 
humanity.  Likewise,  however,  an  attitude  whjl 
belittles  and  casts  suspicion  on  those  who  if 
educated  is  a  form  of  reverse  discrimination  tl|, 
must  be  overcome. 

An  allegiance  to  God  above  all,  a  reaffirm 
tion  of  the  American  principle  of  separation! 
Church  and  state,  an  ecumenical  spirit,  a  de| 
and  vital  spirituality  and  worship  life,  a  concti 
for  the  redemption  of  all  creation,  and  a  comrr  ; 
ment  to  an  informed  faith— it's  a  challengii: 
but  exciting  agenda  as  we  prepare  to  be  the  m\ 
pie  of  God  in  the  twenty-first  century. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTl! 
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FESTIVAL  OF  GOSPEL  MUSIC 


Quinten  Mills  and  Deliverance 

!  A  Festival  of  Gospel  Music  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  5, 
134,  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.,  at  Eagles  Nest,  Mount  Olive.  The 
t'eme  of  the  festival  will  be  "Walking  and  Talking  With  Jesus." 
llis  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
tit  Layman's  League  Convention. 

1  The  program  of  music  will  include:  The  Down  East  Boys,  Pot- 
tr's  Hill;  The  Watchmen,  Goldsboro;  The  Sentinels,  Durham; 
Iinny  and  the  Singing  Ambassadors,  New  Bern;  New  Life  Singers, 
Yilson;  The  New  Creations,  Mount  Olive  College;  Quinten  Mills 
£id  Deliverance,  Hollister;  and  The  Hall  Sisters,  Fremont. 


Study  Course  to  Be  Offered 

i  jA  study  course  will  be  offered 
<|i  May  7,  1984,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at 
lelverton  Grove  Church, 
nithfield.  It  will  be  entitled, 
Changed  Into  His  Likeness." 
'jie  speaker  for  the  occasion 
i^U  be  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dawson 
ipm  Shady  Grove  Church.  The 
wbject  will  be  based  on 
ifewardship.  It  is  being  spon- 
ged by  the  Cape  Fear  District 
jixiliaries.  Everyone  is  in- 
jited  to  attend. 

The  co-chairmen  for  the 
fent  are  Mrs.  Ma  vie  Daughtry 
<id  Mrs.  Shirley  Sellers. 

pre  Creek  Homecoming 
nn ou need 

j  Homecoming  services  will  be 
^served  on  Sunday,  May  6,  at 
jore  Creek  Church,  Cove  City. 
he  Rev.  Graham  Lane  will  be 
jie  guest  speaker  for  the  morn- 
ig  worship  service. 

fHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


All  friends  of  Core  Creek 
Church  are  invited  to  join  in  the 
day's  activities. 

Marlboro  Church  Plans 
Annual  Heritage  Day 

The  members  of  Marlboro 
Church,  Route  1,  Farmville, 
will  step  back  in  time  on  Sun- 
day, May  6,  for  on  that  day  they 
will  celebrate  their  heritage  as 
a  people  and  as  a  church.  Old- 
fashioned  clothes  will  be  the 
order  of  the  day  and  services 
will  be  carried  out  much  as 
they  were  in  earlier  days. 
Lunch  will  be  served  after  the 
morning  worship  service  (and 
everyone  is  invited  to  a 
washpot  bill  of  fare).  The  adult 
choir  will  present  the  musical 
"Old-Time  Religion:  A  Country 
Singin'  Festival"  during  the 
afternoon. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  join  in 
these  activities  which  begin 


I  News  and  Notes 

with  Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.m. 
The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers  is  pastor 
of  Marlboro  Church. 


The  Rev.  Chester  Pelt  to  Have 
Teaching-Preaching  Ministry 


The  Rev.  Chester  Pelt 


Memorial  Church,  located  on 
the  Gray  Road  in  Chocowinity, 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  the 
Rev.  Chester  Pelt  is  serving 
this  church  during  the  month  of 
May  in  a  teaching-preaching 
ministry. 

Beginning  on  Thursday  night, 
May  3,  at  7:30  p.m.,  Mr.  Pelt 
will  be  teaching  from  the  Book 
of  Revelation.  He  will  begin  this 
study  on  May  3,  with  Chapter  4, 
and  will  continue  with  the 
balance  of  Revelation  on  Sun- 
day and  Thursday  nights,  with 
the  exception  of  Sunday  night, 
May  6.  On  this  night,  he  will 
deliver  the  Baccalaureate  ser- 
mon at  Mount  Olive  College. 

All  area  churches  are  invited 
for  this  study  of  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  There  will  be  no 
charge ;  however,  a  free  will  of- 
fering will  be  taken  to  help  sup- 
plement the  work  of  the  Pelts 
during  this  month.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Mildred  Watson  Pelt,  will 
be  joining  him  for  this  series  of 
services. 

Mr.  Pelt  will  also  be  speaking 
each  Sunday  morning  at  11 
a.m.,  in  order  that  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Evans,  pastor,  might 
have  a  month  of  rest. 
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Family  Conference  Planned 
For  Baptist  Scout  Families 

The  Association  of  Baptists 
for  Scouting  has  planned  a 
family  conference  at  the 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center,  Ridgecrest,  North 
Carolina,  on  May  17-20.  This 
conference  is  for  the  local 
church,  association,  state  and 
national  scout  leaders,  along 
with  volunteer  and  professional 
scouters  who  are  interested  in 
increasing  the  use  of  scouting 
as  a  ministry  for  youth  and 
their  families. 

Mr.  Albert  S.  Lineberry  Sr., 
general  chairman,  has  many 
plans  for  the  conference, 
among  which  includes  this  key 
purpose:  "To  bring  church  and 
denominational  Baptist  leader- 
ship together  with  volunteer 
and  professional  scout  leaders 
to  learn,  work,  and  fellowship 
together  for  a  better  under- 
standing of  scouting  as  a 
resource  for  ministry  for  youth 
and  families  in  and  through 
Baptist  churches." 

Persons  interested  in  at- 
tending should  contact  Mr. 
H.  M.  "Smokey"  Eggers  as 
soon  as  possible.  More  informa- 
tion can  be  obtained  by  writing 
him  at  the  following  address: 
H.  M.  Eggers,  Director,  Baptist 
Relationships,  BSA  National 
Office,  1325  Walnut  Hill  Lane, 
Irving,  Texas  75062-1296.  (Or, 
you  can  call  Janie  Sowers  at 
919/746-6128.) 


REVIVAL  TIME 

May  2-4 

Arapahoe  Church,  Arapahoe 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner, 
pastor 

May  7-11 

Westside   Church,   1205  Lynn 
Drive,  Kins  ton 
Time:  8  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Flowers, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Wayne  King,  pas- 
tor 


ATTENTION  LAYMEN 

Dear  Pastors  and  Laymen: 

Men,  we  have  two  very  important  days  coming  up  in  Mayil 
May  5,  at  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center  near  Mount  Olive/I 
North  Carolina  State  Layman's  League  will  be  sponsoring  I 
Gospel  Music  Festival.  We  encourage  you  to  begin  to  announce  il 
your  church  and  at  any  meetings  that  you  might  have  at  y| 
church  such  as  youth  meetings,  conference  meetings,  or  ;i 
women's  or  laymen's  meetings.  The  singing  begins  at  9 : 30  a.m.  j!| 
lasts  until  3: 30  p.m.  There  is  no  admission  charge.  This  is  your  sis 
ing  and  I  encourage  you  to  come  and  bring  many  from  your  chu;" 
and  community  with  you.  Let's  have  the  best  attendance  we  hu 
ever  had.  Many  will  be  helping  by  selling  drinks,  nabs,  bar-be-<i 
tickets,  parking  cars,  and  other  things. 

On  May  12,  1984,  we  will  be  having  our  North  Carolina  St{ 
Layman's  meeting  at  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Kinst, 
corner  of  College  Street  and  Lenoir  Avenue.  If  you  come  in  on  V| 
non  Avenue,  it  is  one  block  over  behind  Bo  Jangles.  The  time  is  7  3 
p.m.  We  really  need  your  support  at  this  meeting.  We  have  alreaj 
started  a  project,  but  we  are  not  getting  the  support  we  need,  I 
started  a  North  Carolina  State  Layman's  League  Endowment  Fuji 
at  Mount  Olive  College  for  a  ministerial  student.  We  think  this! 
very  important,  so  please,  if  you  can,  support  this  project  wi 
some  fund  raiser  real  soon.  We  have  many  things  to  claim  our  i 
tention  at  this  meeting  so  make  plans  now  to  attend.  Let's  set  a  g<] 
of  at  least  200  men  that  night.  Will  you  come  and  bring  many  of  yea 
men  with  you?  We  do  not  have  but  two  meetings  a  year;  surely  | 
can  support  these  two. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at  both  of  these  meetinj. 
Pastors,  please  keep  this  in  your  bulletins  and  encourage  your  mi 
to  come  with  you. 

Sincerely, 
Henry  P.  Beam 


SPECIAL  INVITATION  EXTENDED 

On  June  16,  1984,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
will  host  its  annual  "Open  House"  at  the  Foundation  building 
in  Ayden. 

We  feel  that  this  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  you  tt 
become  better  aware  of  the  inner  workings  of  the  Press. 

Since  our  building  houses  the  State  Convention  Head- 
quarters, representatives  of  other  denominational  enterprises' 
will  also  be  on  hand  to  answer  questions  concerning  their 
work. 

We  will  be  making  lunch  available  that  day.  Bar-be-que 
and  chicken  will  be  prepared  and  served  (on  the  grounds)  be- 
tween 11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  at  the  cost  of  $3.50.  "The  Dixie!1 
Melody  Boys,"  "The  Gospel  Chargers,"  and  "The  Prescott^ 
Family"  will  present  a  program  of  gospel  music  from  noon  un4 
til  2  p.m.  Our  presses  will  be  in  operation  during  the  morning( 
hours  and  guided  tours  will  be  offered  for  interested  persons. 

You  will  be  receiving  more  information  concerning  the1 
"Open  House"  during  the  next  two  months.  For  now,  however,* 
start  making  plans  to  attend. 

In  His  Service, 

R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 
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I       ^aQ^^  Mount  Olive  College 


SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 

MY,  MAY  18 

5:00— Registration,  Dormitory  Complex 
7:30— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 
7:00— Youth  Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 

**Remember  that  all  Art  and  Craft  and  Chris- 
tian Writing  entries  must  be  in  the  hands  of  com- 
petition chairmen  by  this  time.  Check  with  in- 
formation desk  for  locations. 
3-  9:30— Talent  Night  Presentation,  College  Hall 
9 : 30— Refreshments 
10:00— Vesper  Services 

URDAY,  MAY  19 

0-  9:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria.  Reg- 
istration for  those  not  already  registered,  Col- 
lege Hall. 

**A11  candidates  for  1984  state  youth  offices 
are  asked  to  breakfast  with  Scott  Sowers  in 
the  Olive  Room,  Downtown  Campus. 
9*0-10: 00— Morning  Business  Session 

(Campaign  Speeches),  College  Hall 
10:00— Bible  Bowl  Competition,  College  Hall 
|  11:00— Public  Speaking  and  Lesson  Presentation  Com- 
petitions, Rodgers  Chapel 
'  11:45— Christian  Writing  Competition,  College  Hall 
S|j0-  1:15— Lunch,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria 

**A11  district  winners  are  invited  to  a  winners 
luncheon  upstairs  at  the  Downtown  Campus. 
**Art  and  Craft  area  will  be  open  for  viewing 
from  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
**Polls  will  be  open  for  voting  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
1:00  p.m. 

mi-  1:30— Registration  for  those  not  already  registered, 
College  Hall 
1:30— Afternoon  Business  Session,  College  Hall 
2:45— Installation  of  Officers,  College  Hall 
!    3:00— Break 
3.S0-  4:30— Field  Day  Activities,  New  Campus 
4*5-  6:00— Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 
6(0-  7:00— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Nme  of  Church- 


/dress   

Fsase  give  address  and  phone  number  of  person  we  may 
citact  to  answer  questions  about  your  group's  registration. 


Ipne  _ 
/dress 


I  mes  of  adults  supervising  young  people  staying  overnight 
;  at  Convention: 
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Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  18,  19,  20,  1984 

7:30— Awards  Presentation,  College  Hall 
8:00— Musical  Program,  "Covenant" 
9:30— Break 

10:00— Devotions  in  Dorms 

SUNDAY,  MAY  20 

8:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus  Cafeteria 
10:00— Morning  Worship,  Rodgers  Chapel 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Cost  of  meals  provided  by  Mount  Olive  College 
Cafeteria  will  be  $2  (breakfast)  and  $2.50 
(lunch,  supper). 

Cost  of  lodging  overnight  will  be  $8  per  person 
per  night. 

College  will  furnish  linens,  bath  cloths,  towels, 
and  soap. 

Guests  must  bring  own  pillows,  blankets,  money 
for  meals  and  snacks,  Bible,  notebook  and  pen- 
cil, casual  clothes  for  the  entire  weekend. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  Mount  Olive 
College  bookstores  will  be  open  Saturday. 

Rooms  will  be  assigned  in  order  as  registration 
forms  are  received.  (First  received,  first 
served. ) 

Money  for  lodging  should  be  sent  with  $15.00 
registration  fee  (per  church)  to  Mrs.  Coates  at 
the  address  given  below.  Contact  her  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Money  for  meals  will  be  collected  at  the  time  of 
the  meal. 

Registration  forms  should  be  sent  to:  Suzanne 
Coates,  P.O.  Box  337,  Pine  Level,  North 
Carolina  27568 ;  phone,  (919)  965-6740. 


Total  number  of  youth  and  adults  eating  meals  provided  by 
Mount  Olive  College  cafeteria: 


Friday 


Saturday 


Sunday 


Breakfast   *  

Lunch       

Supper       

*No  meals  will  be  served  at  this  time. 
Total  number  of  youth  and  adults  lodging  overnight. 

Males  Females 

Friday    +    =    x      $8  = 

Saturday    +    =    x      $8  = 


Registration  fee  (per  church). 
Total  amount  enclosed   


$15.00 


Children's  Home 

MUSEUM  AND  FUN  ON  TEACHERS'  WORK  DAY 


Picnic  at  Umstead 


Excited 


Occasionally,  as  in  other 
counties,  Nash  County  schools 
close  for  a  "teachers'  work 
day."  Such  was  the  occasion 
recently,  and  we  took  advan- 
tage of  the  extra  time  with  our 
children.  An  all-day  trip  was 
planned  for  a  visit  to  the  North 
Carolina  Museum  of  Life  and 
Science  in  Durham,  and  after- 
ward a  picnic  lunch  at  William 
B.  Umstead  State  Park! 
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The  day  was  simply 
beautiful!  It  had  been  rainy  and 
cold  for  several  days  prior  to 
the  day  of  the  trip,  but  the  Lord 
brought  it  all  together  with 
perfect  timing  (as  He  always 
does)!  Everyone  was  excited; 
including  the  Social  Staff,  who 
had  decided  to  give  the 
houseparents  a  day  off  from 
tending  to  the  children. 
Although   the  houseparents 


were  off,  they  still  were  excii 
and  happy  that  the  child| 
were  going  on  the  trip.  They/i 
arose  early  that  morning  a 
worked  doggedly  to  prepare 
'  'fried  chicken' '  picnic  lun 
for  their  own  groups.  At  9: 
a.m.,  the  parking  lot  was  fill 
with  anxious  kids,  the  stati 
wagon  packed  with  food  galoj 
and  "not  so  important"  qu< 
tions  coming  from  every  din 
tion.  And  then,  we  were  off! 

The  trip  itself  took  about 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes;  a 
by  the  time  we  reached 
destination,  the  staff  was  rea 
for  some  "wide  open  spaces 
The  vans  were  quickly  empti 
and  in  we  went.  Arrangemer 
had  been  made  in  advance  fji 
gaining  admission,  so  it  to( 
only  moments  to  get  started. 

The  museum  was  fascinatkj 
to  most  of  the  children,  v! 
started  out  with  the  physij 
building  where  numeroi 
displays  were  exhibited,  allo\ 
ing  hands-on  experiments  li 
the  children.  Next,  we  found  t]j 
"snake  and  reptile"  arcade.  I 
came  complete  with  live  snak| 
and  lizards  of  all  sorts,  and  { 
employee  who  shared  the  stoij 
of  "George's"  daring  escap, 
two  weeks  earlier.  Who  wij 
George?  Why,  he  was  onlyi 
timber  rattlesnake  that  thi 
found  curled  up  in  one  of  t^ 
dark  corners  of  the  building! 


Hungry  Goats 

Next  came  one  of  the  mo 
exciting  events  of  the  day 
was  the  nature  ride  on  tl 
Ellerbee  Creek  Railway ;  a  on 
mile  ride  through  a  fifty  aci 
wildlife  sanctuary  and  mir 
zoo,    featuring   live  bear 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Foreign  Missions 


CHRISTIAN  GROWTH  NOTED 


Eusebio  Gulpan  and  family  at  his  deacon  ordination. 


This  story  begins  in  February 
!>82,  and  is  still  going  on  today. 
I  is  a  story  of  two  men  whose 
Hires  have  been  wonderfully 
flanged  by  the  Word  of  God. 
trst,  let  me  introduce  you  to 
iese  men  and  then  I'll  share 
fith  you  their  story.  I  would 
Ike  for  you  to  meet  Brother 
usebio  Gulpan  and  Brother 
psus  Ehim.  Now  let's  start  at 
ke  beginning. 

|  The  last  week  of  February 
982,  most  of  our  pastors  at- 
taded  a  church  growth  con- 
Irence.  We  enjoyed  the  con- 
ference as  the  emphasis  was  on 
bme  Bible  studies.  We  ordered 
}me  of  the  new  home  Bible 
tudy  materials  introduced  at 
lie  meeting. 

In  early  March,  I  was  busy  at 
|ork  in  my  office  at  Palawan 
lible  Institute  when  an  excited 
aster  came  to  my  office.  The 
lev.  Ludgerio  Malinao  said  the 
lible  study  materials  had  just 
rrived.  He  had  already  sent 

ord  to  Brother  Junito  Padilla, 
ne  of  his  deacons,  to  invite 
ome  of  his  neighbors  to  his 
jome  for  Bible  study.  Mr. 
jialinao  asked  if  I  would  go 
ilong  and  observe  as  he  led  the 
fible  study.  So  off  we  went. 
i  After  several  songs,  Mr. 
lalinao  did  a  good  job  of 
fading  a  discussion  type  Bible 
itudy.  Several  families  were  in 
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attendance.  At  the  close,  he 
asked  if  anyone  would  like  to 
receive  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  I 
was  praying  and  expecting 
some  of  the  women  to  respond 
when  to  my  surprise  two  mid- 
dle-aged fisherman,  Eusebio 
Gulpan  and  Jesus  Ehim,  in- 
dicated they  would  like  to  be 
saved.  Others  responded  and 
we  had  prayer  with  all  that  ex- 
pressed interest.  After  inviting 
them  to  church,  we  left  rejoic- 
ing at  what  God  had  done. 

The  following  Sunday  both 
Brother  Gulpan  and  Brother 
Ehim  attended  church  and 
have  been  regular  attenders 
ever  since.  They  were  eager  to 


hear  the  Word  of  God  and  pur- 
chased Bibles  so  they  could 
read  God's  Word  as  well  as 
hear  it.  The  other  fishermen, 
whom  they  worked  for  and 
with,  laughed  at  them  when 
they  carried  their  Bibles  to 
work  so  they  could  read  when 
not  busy.  They  were  often 
ridiculed  as  they  put  aside 
smoking  and  drinking. 
Brothers  Gulpan  and  Ehim 
have  had  their  share  of  tempta- 
tion and  trials.  They  have  not 
been  perfect  but  they  have 
always  had  a  heart  toward  the 
Lord. 

We  went  on  furlough  in  July 
of  1982  and  returned  in  June 
1983.  One  of  the  great  joys  and 
blessings  has  been  to  see  the 
Christian  maturity  in  these  two 
men.  Brother  Gulpan  and 
Brother  Ehim  have  undergone 
much  discipleship  training 
from  their  pastor.  They  have 
also  studied  through  the  deacon 
training  program  in  their 
church. 

In  October  1983,  they  started 
their  own  fishing  company  so 
they  would  be  able  to  worship 
every  Sunday.  While  working 
for  other  fishermen,  they  were 
often  compelled  to  work  on  Sun- 
day. 

It  was  a  great  joy  in 
December,    to    see  Brother 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Brother  Jesus  Ehim  and  family  at  his  ordination  as  deacon. 


Mount  Olive  College] 

Endowment  of  the  Week 

THE  BISHOP  FROST  JONES 
SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT 


Bishop  Frost  Jones 
1899-1982 


The  Bishop  Frost  Jones 
Scholarship  Endowment  at 
Mount  Olive  College  was 
established  as  a  memorial  to 
Mr.  Jones  by  his  heirs.  Income 
from  the  Endowment  will  be 
used  to  provide  scholarships  for 
deserving  students,  beginning 
with  the  1984-85  academic  year. 
The  Endowment  will  continue 
the  scholarships  Jones  con- 
tributed on  an  annual  basis  dur- 
ing his  lifetime. 

The  Scholarship  Endowment 
is  in  addition  to  the  "Bishop 
Frost  Jones  Student  Loan 
Fund"  which  Jones  established 
prior  to  his  death.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  two  funds 
is  that  the  principal  of  the  En- 
dowment is  invested  and  the 
earnings  are  used  to  provide 
scholarships  which  do  not  have 
to  be  repaid.  The  principal  of 
the  loan  fund,  however,  is 
loaned  to  students  and  must  be 
repaid  after  the  borrowers 
begin  employment. 

"These  two  funds  compli- 
ment each  other,"  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper  explained. 
"Our  philosophy  at  Mount  Olive 
is  to  assist  students  on  the  basis 

10 


of  merit  and  need.  Scholarships 
are  usually  awarded  for 
previous  academic  achieve- 
ment, whereas  loans  place  a 
future  responsibility  upon 
students  to  help  repay  the  cost 
of  their  education." 

Although  Jones,  himself, 
never  attended  college,  he 
believed  strongly  in  Christian 
education  and  was  a  faithful 
supporter  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. He  enjoyed  attending 
commencement  exercises  at 
which  he  derived  deep  satisfac- 
tion from  personally  con- 
gratulating students  whom  he 
had  assisted. 

Jones  was  a  native  and  a  life- 
long resident  of  the  Hull  Road 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Com- 
munity in  Greene  County, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  a 
retired  rural  mail  carrier. 
Jones  never  married.  Funds  for 
the  Endowment  were  voluntary 
gifts  from  family  heirs:  Mrs. 
Nan  Harrison  Jones,  sister-in- 
law;  nephews,  Gilbert  Wallace 
Jones  and  Michael  Bishop 
Jones;  and  nieces,  Mrs.  Linda 
Jones  Jones  and  Mrs.  Mel 
Jones  Harper. 

SPEAKERS  SELECTED 
FOR  GRADUATION 


The  Revs.  Chester  and  Michael  Pelt 

The  1984  graduation  events  at 
Mount  Olive  College  will  in- 
clude a  worship  service  and  the 
Commencement  exercises.  All 
friends  of  the  College  are  in- 
vited to  both  events. 

Worship  Service 
The  Rev.  Chester  H.  Pelt  of 
Marianna,  Florida,  will  speak 


at  the  Commencement  Worshil 
Service  in  Rodgers  Chapel  t| 
Sunday,  May  6,  at  8  p.m. 

Pelt  has  been  a  Free  Wi 
Baptist  minister  for  51  year 
His  North  Carolina  pastoratol 
included  Greenville  Firs 
Ayden,  Reedy  Branch,  Pine 
Grove,  King's  Cross  Roads  an 
Marlboro  Churches  in  Pi 
County.  His  ministry  also  ii 
eluded  churches  in  Durhan 
Kinston,  Micro,  Kenlj 
Beaufort  and  the  Free  Wi 
Baptist  Children's  Home  i 
Middlesex.  He  and  his  wif« 
Mrs.  Mildred  Watson  Pelt,  coi! 
ducted  revivals  in  all  of  th 
churches  they  pastored. 

In  June,  1943,  Pelt  enterej 
the  United  States  Army  Ai, 
Force  Chaplain  Branch.  H, 
was  the  first  Free  Will  Baptis, 
minister  to  serve  as  a  chaplai 
in  the  United  States  Arme 
Forces.  He  retired  with  thj 
rank  of  full  colonel  in  1972.  } 

Pelt  received  his  Batchelor  c 
Arts  Degree  in  Religion  fror 
Atlantic  Christian  College,  an 
his  Master  of  Arts  Degree  ij 
Philosophy  and  Religion  fror 
Florida  State  University.  H| 
also  earned  60  semester  hour 
of  post  graduate  studies  in  Mai| 
riage  and  Family  Education. 

Pelt  taught  at  Chipola  Junioi 
College,  Marianna,  Florida,  fo; 
23  years.  During  his  years  oi 
university  study  and  college 
teaching  he  served  churches  I 
Florida,  Georgia,  and  Alabama 
and  was  active  in  Arm} 
Reserved  duty. 

Pelt  is  the  brother  of  Dri 
Michael  R.  Pelt  of  the  Moun; 
Olive  College  faculty. 

Commencement  Exercises 
Dr.  Annie  Mae  Jones  Suttor 
a  member  of  the  Mount  Oliv 
College  Board  of  Trustees,  will 
be  the  1984  Commencemen! 
speaker.  Commencement  is  se 
for  6  p.m.,  May  11,  in  Colleg 
Hall. 

Dr.  Sutton  is  a  native  o 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Caro 
Una.    She   attended  Peabod] 
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Dr.  Annie  Mae  Jones  Sutton 

Conservatory  of  Music,  Balti- 
more, Maryland;  Campbell 
jollege ;  and  Atlantic  Christian 
Jollege.  She  received  her 
atchelor  of  Arts  Degree 
rom  East  Carolina  University, 
n  1963,  Dr.  Sutton  received  her 
jlaster  of  Arts  Degree,  summa 
um  laude  (with  highest 
lonors),  from  ECU. 
|  Dr.  Sutton  earned  her  Ph.D. 
It  Duke  University  in  1974,  in 
English  and  Education.  The  ti- 
le of  her  dissertation  was, 
*The  Effect  of  the  Self-Concept 
In  a  Child's  Learning.''  From 
hat  research,  Dr.  Sutton  wrote 
he  textbook,  Language  Arts 
br  Elementary  Teachers. 
I  For  the  last  10  years  of  her 
iork,  she  was  an  administrator 
ind  supervisor  in  the  Goldsboro 
bity  Schools,  working  with 
students,  teachers  and  ad- 
ministrators in  grades  7-12.  Her 
eaching  experience  includes 
Hano,  language  arts  and 
English.  In  1980,  Dr.  Sutton  led 
he  Goldsboro  City  Schools' 
•articipation  in  the  "National 
tight  to  Read"  program. 
,  The  retired  educator  has 
ompleted  a  history  of  Goshen 
Methodist  Church.  She  and  her 
uisband,  W.  Brantley  Sutton, 
iave  traveled  to  China  as  good- 
will ambassadors.  They 
represented  agribusiness  peo- 
ple throughout  eastern  North 
parolina.  The  Suttons  live  in 
futtontown,  North  Carolina. 


ANNUAL  REUNION  SET 
FOR  MAY  5 

The  annual  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Alumni  Reunion  will  be 
held  Saturday,  May  5,  begin- 
ning with  registration  in  the 
Henderson  Building  at  10:30 
a.m. 

Two  outstanding  speakers 
are  slated  for  the  day.  Dr. 
Craven  E.  Williams,  president 
of  Gardner-Webb  College,  Boil- 
ing Springs,  North  Carolina, 
will  speak  at  the  12:30  p.m. 
luncheon.  His  topic  will  be  "The 
Role  of  Christianity  in  Higher 
Education." 

Third  District  Congressman 
Charles  O.  Whitley  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  at  the 
Distinguished  Alumni  Awards 
Banquet  at  7  p.m.  Sharon  and 
Hal  Roach  of  Greensboro  will 
entertain  at  the  banquet,  ac- 
companied by  Burke  Raper  of 
Durham. 

Other  activities  for  the  day 
will  include  an  "Alumni  Col- 
lege" at  11:30  a.m.  Alumni  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  return 
to  class  with  Professors 
Michael  Pelt,  Lorelle  Martin, 
Claude  Moore,  Irene  Patten, 
Pepper  Worthington  and  Ken 


Dilda.  Each  professor  has 
designed  special  lectures  for 
the  alumni. 

Classes  will  be  seated 
together  at  the  luncheon  and 
banquet.  An  Art  and  Photo- 
graphy Display,  optional  tours 
and  the  annual  business 
meeting  are  all  slated  as  part  of 
the  day. 

President  and  Mrs.  W.  Bur- 
kette  Raper  will  host  a  recep- 
tion in  their  home  at  5:30  p.m. 
in  honor  of  the  returning 
alumni  and  their  guests. 

For  information,  interested 
persons  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Alumni  Office,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365;  telephone  (919) 
658-2502. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

The  alumni  of  Ayden 
Seminary-Eureka  College 
will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
June  13,  at  Ayden  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church.  The 
program  begins  at  10  a.m. 
Contact:  Dr.  Leonard  Earl 
Harris,  1005  Hill  Street, 
Rocky  Mount,  North 
Carolina  27801. 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

During  the  week  of  April  17-23,  three  seats  were  contributed  to 
College  Hall.  The  goal  of  800  convention  chairs  has  been  reached, 
but  gifts  for  852  bleacher  seats  are  still  needed.  Seats  may  be  spon- 
sored for  gifts  of  $100  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  the  persons  chosen 
by  the  donors. 

College  Hall  has  a  convention  seating  capacity  of  2,000. 


Summary  of  Bleacher  Seat  Gifts  ($100  Each) 

Bleacher  Seats  Needed 
Contributed  to  Date 
Balance  Needed 

Chairs:  April  17-23 

Donors 

Otway  Church,  Beaufort 
Total 


1,200 
348 
852 


Number 
of  Chairs 
($50  each) 
2_ 

2 


Bleacher  Seats:  April  17-23 


Donors 


In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  Don  Fader 
By  Grimsley  YFA,  Snow  Hill 
Total 


Number  of 
Bleacher  Seats 
($100  each) 
1 
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Family  Devotion^ 

SUNDAY  g 
MAY 

Scripture  Reading  — 2  Kings  14,  15 

THE  WEAKER  ONES 

In  every  family,  there  are  the  weaker  ones. 
They  are  the  objects  of  our  special  care  and 
watchfulness.  Likewise,  in  God's  great  family, 
there  are  the  weaker  ones.  How  their 
helplessness  touches  the  heart  of  God! 

In  the  great  state  of  Texas  is  located  the  far- 
famed  Buckner  Orphanage,  an  institution  that 
has  mothered  and  fathered  thousands  of  or- 
phaned children.  In  the  beginning  years  of  the  or- 
phanage, Dr.  Buckner  would  be  away  from  the 
home  for  weeks,  raising  funds  for  the  institu- 
tion. When  it  was  announced  to  the  children  that 
"Father"  Buckner  was  to  return  at  some  definite 
time,  the  home  became  all  abuzz  with  excite- 
ment, and  all  hearts  were  aflutter  with  anticipa- 
tion. The  children  would  put  on  their  best  clothes, 
and  all  would  gather  beautiful  bouquets  for  the 
returning  superintendent.  In  that  home  in  those 
days  was  a  little  half-witted  girl.  She  didn't  know 
the  difference  between  sticks  and  weeds,  and 
flowers.  When  Dr.  Buckner  would  return,  hun- 
dreds of  little  children  would  press  about  him, 
trying  to  be  the  first  to  place  kisses  of  affection 
and  esteem  upon  his  cheek,  and  to  show  their 
love  in  the  presentation  of  their  bouquets.  As 
the  kind-hearted  man  stood  in  their  midst,  he 
seemed  to  be  looking  for  some  one,  some  special 
one.  Yes,  there  she  stood  on  the  fringe  of  the 
crowd  of  children,  holding  in  her  little  hands  her 
"bouquet"  of  sticks  and  weeds.  Dr.  Buckner, 
pushing  aside  all  the  other  children,  would  go  to 
the  small  half-witted  girl,  enfold  her  in  his  strong 
arms,  receive  first  her  bouquet  of  sticks  and 
weeds,  and  speak  comforting,  tender  words  to 
her  little  heart.  I  tell  you,  my  friends,  that  Dr. 
Buckner  was  never  more  like  Christ  than  when 
he  thus  acted! 


You  may  walk  with  Him  forever, 
He's  a  never-failing  Guide; 

He  will  not  forsake  you,  never, 
He  will  keep  right  at  your  side. 

MONDAY,  7 
MAY  ' 

Scripture  Reading— 2  Kings  16,  17 

GOD'S  BLANK  CHECK 
Who  ever  conceived  a  more  beautiful  il- 
lustration for  the  sublime  words,  I  AM,  than  the 
following  by  Bishop  Beveridge?  "He  does  not 
say,  /  am  their  light,  their  guide,  their  strength, 
or  tower,  but  only  'I  AM.'  He  sets,  as  it  were,  His 
hands  to  a  blank,  that  his  people  may  write  under 


% 


it  what  they  please  that  is  good  for  them.  And 
if  He  should  say,  Are  they  weak?  /  am  stren; 
Are  they  poor?  /  am  riches.  Are  they  in  troubl) 
/  am  comfort.  Are  they  sick?  /  am  health 
they  dying?  /  am  life.  Have  they  nothing?  1 1 
all  things.  I  am  wisdom  and  power.  /  am  justii 
and  mercy.  /  am  grace  and  goodness.  I  am  glorj 
beauty,  holiness,  eminency,  super-eminenc] 
perfection,  all-sufficiency,  eternity.  Jehovah,' 
am.  Whatsoever  is  amiable  in  itself,  or  desirab 
unto  them,  that  /  am. " 


Whatsoever  is  pure  and  holy,  whatsoever 
great  or  pleasant,  whatsoever  is  good  or  needfi 
to  make  men  happy,  that  I  am. 


TUESDAY, 
MAY 


8 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Kings  18-20 

"IT  MATTERS  TO  HIM!" 
My  child,  I  know  thy  sorrows, 
Thine  every  grief  I  share : 
I  know  how  thou  art  tested, 
And,  what  is  more—/  care. 

Think  not  I  am  indifferent 
To  what  aff ecteth  thee ; 

Thy  weal  and  woe  are  matters 
Of  deep  concern  to  Me. 

But,  child,  I  have  a  purpose 

In  all  that  I  allow; 
I  ask  thee  then  to  trust  Me, 

Though  all  seems  dark  just  now. 

How  often  thou  hast  asked  Me 
To  purge  away  thy  dross! 

But  this  refining  process 

Involves  for  thee— a  cross. 

There  is  no  other  pathway 
If  thou  would 'st  really  be 

Conformed  unto  the  image 
Of  Him  Who  died  for  thee. 


Thou  canst  not  be  like  Jesus 

Till  self  is  crucified; 
And  as  a  daily  process 

The  Cross  must  be  applied. 

WEDNESDAY,  q 
MAY 

Scripture  Reading -2  Kings  21-23:20 

BECAUSE  OF  THE  FIFTH  SPARROW 
The  direct  appeal  of  the  gospel  to  a  younf 

fresh  heart  is  the  subject  of  a  delightful  story 
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le  Spanish  boy  in  Vigo  who  became  a  devout 
fsjristian  was  asked  by  an  Englishman  what  had 
\hn  the  influence  under  which  he  acted.  "It  was 
I  because  of  the  odd  sparrow,"  the  boy  replied. 
")do  not  understand,"  said  the  Englishman  in 
srprise.  "What  odd  sparrow?"  "Well,  Senor,  it 
this  way."  The  boy  said,  "A  gentleman  gave 
;  a  Testament,  and  I  read  in  one  Gospel  that 
to  sparrows  were  sold  for  a  farthing.  And  again 
Luke,  I  saw,  'Are  not  five  sparrows  sold  for 
o  farthings  .  .  .  ?'  And  I  said  to  myself  that 
frjiestro  Senor  ('our  Lord')  Jesus  Christ  knew 
vjill  our  custom  of  selling  birds.  As  you  know, 
S\  we  trap  birds,  and  get  one  chico  for  two  but 
■  two  chicos  we  throw  in  an  extra  sparrow. 
If  at  extra  sparrow  is  only  a  make-weight,  and  of 
I  account  at  all.  Now,  I  think  to  myself  that  I 
aji  so  insignificant,  so  poor,  and  so  small  that  no 
oe  would  think  of  counting  me.  I'm  like  the  fifth 
sarrow.  And  yet,  oh,  marvelous,  Nuestro  Senor 
slys,  "Not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God.'  I 
hive  never  heard  anything  like  it,  Sir.  No  one  but 
li  could  ever  have  thought  of  not  forgetting 


Oh,  the  joy  that  flooded  my  soul! 


What  a  word  of  consolation; 

Sweetest  theme  you've  ever  known; 
In  the  time  of  fierce  temptation, 

"God  is  mindful  of  His  own. " 


FRIDAY, 
MAY 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  1,  2 

FALLING  SPARROW! 

It  was  a  beautiful  winter  day.  I  was  sitting  on 
the  veranda  of  a  southern  hotel  enjoying  the  sun- 
shine and  sky.  Suddenly  I  became  conscious  of 
the  swift  flight  of  some  small  object  before  my 
eyes.  Then  came  a  dull  thud  as  of  something  fall- 
ing. There  before  my  eyes,  not  ten  feet  away,  lay 
the  crumpled  body  of  a  sparrow.  He  turned  upon 
his  back.  His  little  claws  stretched  appealing 
toward  the  sky.  There  was  a  convulsive  shiver  as 
though  in  pain.  Then  the  tiny  eyelids  closed  over 
the  death-dimmed  eyes.  A  quick,  short  gasp  and 
all  was  over.  A  tell-tale  spot  of  crimson  on  the  lit- 
tle breast  gave  the  story  of  the  tragedy.  His  swift 
flight  through  the  air  had  evidently  brought  him 
into  a  death  collision  with  a  pole  or  buttress  and 
his  sparrow  life  had  been  the  price.  It  was  only  a 
passing  incident,  this  death  of  a  tiny  sparrow. 
Seemingly  no  one  but  myself,  sitting  there  alone, 
had  noticed  it.  But  like  a  flash  came  to  mind  a 
wondrous  text,  with  its  marvelous  truth— 

"Not  a  sparrow  falleth  without  your 
Father. " 


1HURSDAY,  lft 
KAY 

•  ipture  Beading  -2  Kings  23:21-25 

MORE  THAN  ALL  OUR  STRUGGLING 
Bound  by  natural  desires  and  carnal  ap- 
atites, and  sick  at  heart  for  my  oft  failings,  I 
firfeited  my  lunch  one  noon  while  a  student  at 
te  Missionary  Training  Institute,  and  climbed 
le  mountain  behind  the  main  dormitory.  There 
1  a  natural  rock  altar  I  knelt,  lifted  my  heart 
ad  hands  toward  Heaven,  and  cried  out  in 
(speration  of  soul:  "O  God!  What  can  I  do?" 
linding  my  head  downward  again,  and  opening 
ly  eyes  a  little,  I  observed  through  the  blur  of 
tars  the  web  of  a  spider  directly  in  front  of  my 
Ize  on  the  grass.  At  that  moment  a  tiny  fly, 
lizzing  past,  entangled  one  foot  in  the  web. 
\olent  struggles  ensued  and  captivated  my  in- 
Irest.  The  more  he  struggled,  the  more  entan- 
jed  he  became !  At  last  the  weary  little  thing  at- 
1'acted  the  attention  of  the  spider,  who  rushed 
fit  and  proceeded  to  wrap  strand  after  strand  of 
iicky  thread  about  him,  preserving  him  alive 
lit  helpless.  That  little  insect,  for  all  his  strug- 
ifis,  could  not  free  himself,  but  I  put  down  my 
litle  finger,  and  with  the  slightest  effort  I  freed 
le  captivated  struggler.  Then  God  spoke,  and  I 
Lw  that  God's  little  finger  was  worth  more  than 
ijl  my  vain  struggles. 


When  distress  and  cares  oppress  you, 
And  you  seem  to  walk  alone; 

Look  up,  friend,  for  God  will  bless  you, 
"He  is  mindful  of  His  own. " 

SATURDAY, 
MAY  A* 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  3-5 

"THEY  SHALL  NEVER  OVERFLOW!  " 
Has  a  sorrow  come  upon  you 

That  no  other  soul  can  share? 
Does  the  burden  seem  too  heavy 

For  your  aching  heart  to  bear? 
There  is  One  whose  love  and  comfort, 

If  you'll  trust  Him  with  your  load, 
There's  a  Burden-Bearer  ready, 

If  you'll  give  Him  an  abode  ; 
Lo!  the  precious  promise  reaches 

To  the  depth  of  human  woe 
That  however  deep  the  waters 

They  shall  never  overflow ! 

Does  your  flesh  seem  worn  and  weary 
And  your  spirits  grow  depressed? 

Does  life's  tempest  sweep  upon  you, 
Like  a  storm  on  ocean's  breast? 

Let  me  whisper  there's  a  haven 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson^ 


For  May  6 

SHOWING  YOUR  FAITH 
THROUGH  WORKS 

Lesson  Text:  James  2:1-7, 14-24 
Memory  Verse :  James  2 : 17 

Several  years  ago  a  man  was 
being  considered  for  promotion 
to  a  prominent  position  in  the 
Anglican  church.  The  man  was 
qualified  by  virtue  of  his  educa- 
tion and  experience  for  the 
post,  and  his  dedication  and 
piety  were  well  known.  Yet 
there  was  some  unwillingness 
on  the  part  of  the  prelates  to 
grant  him  the  promotion 
because  of  his  humble  origins. 
"After  all,"  said  one  bishop, 
"the  man's  father  was  nothing 
but  a  carpenter." 

Another  bishop  then  asked 
for  the  floor.  "Gentlemen,"  he 
said,  "this  morning  in  my  devo- 
tions I  just  happened  to  be 
reading  about  another  man  who 
was  nothing  but  the  son  of  a 
carpenter."  Then,  saying 
nothing  more,  he  sat  down.  For 
a  moment  there  was  an  embar- 
rassing silence  in  the  meeting, 
and  then  unanimously  and 
without  any  further  discussion, 
the  candidate  was  approved. 

The  "respect  of  persons"  that 
James  talks  about  in  this 
chapter  appears  in  our  midst  in 
a  hundred  different  forms. 
Sometimes  it  is  reflected  in 
racial  prejudice.  In  other  situa- 
tions it  arises  along  economic 
class  lines  or  even  where  we  got 
our  education.  At  other  times,  it 
reflects  nothing  but  childish 
snobbery.  But  whatever  the 
form  or  whatever  the  cause, 
James  brands  such  "respect  of 
persons"  as  sinful. 

Last  week's  lesson  intro- 
duced us  to  the  Book  of  James 
and  the  emphasis  it  made  on 
practical  Christian  living.  The 
first  section  of  today's  Scrip- 
ture text  continues  that  em- 
phasis, especially  as  it  deals 
with  showing  partiality  toward 


the  rich.  In  this  text  James 
makes  it  clear  that  snobbery 
stifles  the  Spirit  and  prejudice 
perpetuates  problems. 

Let  us  take  care  not  to  study 
these  verses  in  a  haughty  at- 
titude of  self-righteousness.  We 
can  profit  from  our  study  only 
when  we  allow  the  searchlight 
of  God's  Word  to  reveal  the 
dark  shadows  of  our  inner  be- 
ing and  reveal  whatever  flaws 
there  may  be. 

Some  theologians  see  a  con- 
tradiction between  what  James 
says  in  this  lesson  and  what 
Paul  writes  in  Romans  4:1-3. 
Both  writers  refer  to  the  same 
Old  Testament  Scripture  that 
deals  with  Abraham's  justifica- 
tion before  God,  yet  they  use 
this  passage  in  quite  opposite 
ways.  Martin  Luther,  who  em- 
phasized justification  by  faith, 
felt  the  contradiction  so  strong- 
ly that  he  was  tempted  to 
reduce  James  to  a  position  of 
secondary  importance,  calling 
it  an  "epistle  of  straw." 

Yet,  when  we  understand 
that  James  and  Paul  were 
using  the  passage  to  deal  with 
quite  different  problems,  we 
can  see  that  there  is  no  con- 
tradiction. James  was  address- 
ing the  problem  of  church 
members  who  claimed  to 
believe,  and  probably  did  in  the 
sense  of  giving  intellectual  as- 
sent to  Christian  doctrines.  But 
their  lives  were  barren  of  the 
good  works  that  come  naturally 
from  one  who  has  saving  faith. 

Paul,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
meeting  the  problem  of  persons 
who  insisted  that  their  good 
works— or  more  specifically 
the  works  of  the  Law— could 
earn  their  salvation.  Much  of 
Paul's  ministry  was  spent 
refuting  this  kind  of  legalism 
that  served  only  to  feed  man's 
pride. 

Later  in  the  same  Roman 
epistle  Paul  dealt  with  the 
problem  of  persons  whose  lives 
did  not  measure  up  to  their  pro- 
fession of  faith.  From  Romans 


6:1-11  we  conclude  that  sou 
Christians  were  claiming  tf> 
through  faith  they  were  sav 
by  grace.  Since  they  we 
saved  by  grace,  they  felt  th 
they  could  continue  in  sin 
that  God's  grace  would  ha\ 
even  more  sins  to  cover.  Pa 
scotched  that  idea  with  a  finj 
"God  forbid!"  In  other  wore 
Paul  is  agreeing  with  Jam 
that  a  faith  is  inadequate  if 
does  not  issue  on  a  godly  life.. 

The  modern  media  ha1 
made  us  acutely  aware  of  tlj 
world's  problems.  Every  day 
newspapers  and  magazines  ai 
on  radio  and  television  we  a 
bombarded  with  news  and  pi' 
tures  of  a  world  that  is  sic 
hungry,  and  hurting.  As  v 
first  became  aware  of  thei 
facts  we  were  shocked  and  oi 
initial  impulse  was  to  < 
something  to  help  these  peopl 
But  as  further  informatic 
came  to  us,  we  were  ove 
whelmed  by  the  size  of  the  tas 
Then  we  felt  helpless  becaw 
we  could  do  so  little.  In  the  en 
we  became  apathetic  and  ev« 
unconcerned. 

Oh,  we  have  made  excuse 
along  the  way.  After  all,  th; 
was  a  job  for  the  government 
do  because  of  the  size  of  tli 
task,  but  at  the  same  time  v 
complained  when  the  tax* 
needed  to  do  this  work  were  i 
creased. 

Never  have  we  had  so  mai 
opportunities  to  serve  oi 
fellowmen,  and  never  have  v 
had  so  many  resources  to  g 
the  job  done.  Let  our  faith  n 
be  dead,  but  may  we  show  th 
it  is  alive  by  our  works. 

"Do  all  the  good  you  can, 
By  all  the  means  you  can, 
In  all  the  ways  you  can, 
In  all  the  places  you  can, 
At  all  the  times  you  can, 
To  all  the  people  you  can, 
As  long  as  ever  you  can." 

— Standard  Lesson  Comme, 
tary 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

CHURCH  EVENTS  AT  MOC 
(  spel  Music  Festival— Eagles  Nest 

Begins  at  9:30  A.M.  and  continues  into  the 
afternoon.  Sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina  State 
Layman's  League;  Paul  Beaman,  President. 
(Phone  753-4263,  Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina) 


Saturday,  May  5 


Site  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  — 
1 1  College  Hall 

j  Registration  begins  at  9:30  A.M. 
,  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  President. 

(Phones:  Office  [919]  658-4933; 
1 1  Home  [919]  523-9644) 

Site  Youth  Convention  — College  Hall 

Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner,  Youth  Chairman 

Route  4,  Box  410 
I  Ahoskie,  North  Carolina  27910 
|  (Phone  [919]  332-2772) 

Unisters'  Institute— Henderson  Building 

Theme:  "The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit" 
Contact:  The  Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
(Phones:  Office  [919]  658-2502; 
Home  [919]  658-9363) 


Thursday,  May  10 


May  18-20 


August  6-7 


|    CHILDREN'S  HOME 

I      (Continued  from  Page  8) 

pplves,  deer,  buffalo,  cougar 
[jhd  other  native  North 
Carolina  animals.  Everyone 
;|mped  aboard,  and  we  headed 
<i\to  the  wilderness.  Half-way 
uj'ound  everyone  was  asked  to 
'«jdt  the  train  to  view  some  of 
le  wild-life  displays.  The  black 
•llfears  went  about  their  usual 
^jay  as  the  kids  gazed  down  into 
Mjle  deep  ravine  in  which  they 
Jlred.  Further  along,  we  found 
lime  large  gray  wolves  who 
f  came  a  little  excited  over  our 
i|*st  visit!  Well,  you  see,  it 
i|ems  that  one  of  our  staff 
^embers  (Bobby  Pittman, 
tyuseparent  at  Rodgers  Cot- 
Itge)  made  a  lasting  impres- 
ipn  upon  several  of  the  wolves, 
.is  he  (Bobby)  began  to 
jiowl,"  the  wolves  began  to 
prowl."  They  became  quite 
iprvous  and  began  pacing  mad- 
i  and  responding  likewise !  By 
He  time  we  reboarded  the 
isaln,  the  wolves  were  so  ex- 
ited that  they  ran  around  the 
ilnce  adjacent  to  the  tracks, 
1ying  to  follow  the  train.  (I 
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wonder  if  Bobby  felt  the  same 
way?) 

Soon  the  train  ride  was  ended 
and  we  re-entered  the  main 
park  for  a  walk  through 
"prehistoric  past,"  a  nature 
trail  surrounded  by  huge  con- 
crete replicas  of  prehistoric 
dinosaurs  and  a  junglelike  en- 
vironment. At  the  end  of  the 
trail,  we  found  a  number  of 
delightfully  entertaining 
barnyard  animals;  wide-tailed 
turkeys,  screaming  guineas, 
and  hungry  goats.  Our  last  stop 
was  the  "World  of  Astronomy," 
wherein  were  displays  of  some 
of  the  first  space  capsules  ever 
to  orbit  the  earth,  and  a 
fascinating  similation  of  the 
first  men  to  set  foot  on  the 
moon ;  what  a  great  place  for  a 
trip  with  the  children ! 

By  this  time,  stomachs  were 
growling  and  the  chicken  was 
smelling  better  by  the  minute. 
Soon  we  arrived  at  Umstead 
State  Park,  between  Durham 
and  Raleigh,  and  each  group 
found  their  own  cottage's  picnic 
lunch.  Little  was  said  for  the 
next  thirty  minutes!  After 
eating  and  a  little  scouting 


around  in  the  park,  it  was  time 
to  end  the  day  and  return  home. 
Everyone  was  exhausted,  but  it 
was  the  kind  of  feeling  one  gets 
when  he  works  hard,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  day  looks  back  and  is 
thankful  for  the  experience.  In- 
deed, we  were  all  thankful  for 
the  experience  .... 

MR.  BOBBY  TAYLOR 
TO  SPEAK 

Mr.  Bobby  Taylor  will  be 
speaking  at  Rose  of  Sharon 
Church,  on  May  6,  1984,  for  the 
morning  worship  service.  The 
Rev.  Reb  Lancaster  is  pastor  at 
Rose  of  Sharon. 


NOTICE! 

Please  don't  forget  that 
YOU  have  a  special  invita- 
tion to  attend  the 
Founder's  Day  Service  at 
the  Children's  Home  on 
May  26,  1984.  You  are  in- 
vited to  be  our  guest  for 
lunch  at  11:30.  The  Rev. 
Gary  Bailey,  pastor  of 
Stoney  Creek  and  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Conven- 
tion, will  be  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  worship 
service,  which  begins  at  1 
p.m.  Campus  tours  and  a 
special  time  for  fellowship 
will  begin  at  2.  Please 
make  plans  now  to  attend ; 
let's  celebrate  together! 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
Gulpan  and  Brother  Ehim  or- 
dained as  deacons  in  their  local 
church.  They  are  growing  in 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  are  providing  good  Chris- 
tian leadership  for  their  church 
and  families. 

It  is  God's  plan  that  every 
Christian  from  the  moment  he 
is  saved  should  grow  in  Christ. 
These  two  men  are  experienc- 
ing that  growth.  We  praise  the 
Lord  for  these  two  men  and 
their  pastor.  It  is  good  to  see 
people  saved  and  to  see  them 
continue  to  walk  closer  to  God 
day  by  day. 

Thank  you  for  praying  for 
and  giving  to  Foreign  Missions. 

Fred  P.  Baker 
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FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

Open  for  the  weary  bird, 
And  a  refuge  for  the  tempted 
In   the   promise   of  God's 
Word; 

Let  the  standard  of  His  Spirit 
E'er  be  raised  against  the 
foe— 

Then  however  deep  the  waters, 
They  shall  never  overflow. 


When  the  sands  of  life  are  ebb- 
ing, 

And  you  near  the  Jordan's 
shore, 

Just  reach  out  your  hand  to 
Jesus 

In  His  tender  bosom  hide, 
Then  'twill  only  be  a  moment 
Till  you  reach  the  other 
side. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's 
Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations, 
Walter  B.  Knight. 


WOMEN  TO  MEET 

The  1984  State  Conven- 
tion of  Woman's  Aux- 
iliaries will  convene  on 
May  10.  This  year's  con- 
vention will  meet  in  Col- 
lege Hall,  located  on  the 
Mount  Olive  College  cam- 
pus. Registration  will 
begin  at  9 : 30  a.m. ,  with  the 
session  convening  at  10. 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  will  bring  the 
morning  message ;  and  the 
Mount  Olive  College 
Singers  will  perform  dur- 
ing the  seating  of  this  con- 
vention. 

A  picnic  lunch  will  be 
served  on  the  College 
grounds  at  the  cost  of  $4 
per  person. 

All  auxiliaries  are  en- 
couraged to  represent  and 
to  "serve  the  Lord  with 
gladness." 


Available  at  the  Free  Will  Bapti 
Press  for  all  your  church  "printinj 
needs  . . . 


CHAMPION  MIMEOGRAPH  PAPER 


1  Ream 

5  Reams 

10  Ream 

8  V2  X  11 

20  lb. 

White 

$4.85 

$4.60 

$4.50 

8V2  X  11 

24  lb. 

White 

6.15 

5.85 

5.70 

8V2  x  14 

20  lb. 

White 

6.25 

6.00 

5.85 

8V2  x  14 

24  lb. 

White 

7.80 

7.45 

7.25 

8V2  x  11 

20  lb. 

Colors 

5.60 

5.35 

5.20 

8V2  x  14 

20  lb. 

Colors 

6.95 

6.65 

6.50 

COPYSAVER  Dual  Purpose  Xerocopy/Bond 

1  Ream 

5  Reams 

110  Ream 

8V2  x  11 

20  lb. 

White 

$4.20 

$4.00 

$3.85 

16 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


; 


FreeWill 
Baptist 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  9,  1984,  AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 


MAY  1  4  1984 


DURHAM,  N.C, 


pm  is  so  Much  to  so  Many., 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 


CONTENTS 


Editorial   2 

Feature   3 

Weekly  Features 

Foreign  Missions   7 

Children's  Home   8 

Home  Missions  10 

Mount  Olive  College  11 

Family  Devotions  12 

Sunday  School  Lesson  14 

Open  Letter  to  Youth  16 

Volume  99  Number  18 


May  9,  1984 

Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation.  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  209-440). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year.  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years.  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents ) ; 
residents  of  other  states.  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every  Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  Smithfield,  and 
Whiteville,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m..  Monday —  Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m., 
Monday  — Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling.  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards. 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Editorial  ■HHHBHH^^HII^^^^^Bl 

Exploring  Problems — 
Not  a  Source  of  Joy 

A  recent  printing  of  The  Yearbook  of  American  and  Canal 
dian  Churches  reports  the  existence  of  a  total  of  250  religious 
bodies,  over  300,000  churches,  131  million  inclusive  memberii 
and  400,000  clergy.  Sadly,  the  members  of  this  group  of  or\ 
dained  ministers  are  often  made  to  feel  that  they  do  not  belong 

I    to  the  mainstream  of  society.  A  generation  or  two  ago,  theii 
role  was  clearly  defined.  But  today,  most  church  members  sen 
ministers  as  being  a  bit  odd;  they  are  not  believed  to  functior| 
as  "normal"  people  do. 

Often,  those  called  by  God  to  serve  in  leadership  positions! 
are  seen  to  be  people  who  eat  lots  of  fried  chicken  and  whd 

,  pray  at  public  meetings;  they  stand  behind  pulpits  on  Sundaj 
and  are  believed  to  relax,  sleep,  watch  television,  and  plajl 
golf  the  other  six  days  of  the  week.  (I  will  admit,  some  maj^j 
have  given  reason  for  such  opinions.) 

i         Mr.  John  C.  Harris,  director  of  Clergy  Training  of  the 
Episcopal  Dioceses  of  Maryland  and  Washington,  writes: 

The  necessary  concensus  among  Christians  about  the  purpose  of  the  , 
local  church  has  collapsed,  and  there  has  been  an  accompanying  loss  of 

i  agreement  about  the  role  of  the  minister . . .  predictably  a  loss  of  concen-  ' 
sus  about  purpose  carries  with  it  a  crisis  of  leadership  ...  we  have  seen  a 
steady  drift  of  ministers  out  of  the  church.  Edgar  W.  Mills  and  John  P.  i! 
Koval,  who  studied  stress  patterns  in  the  ministries  of  over  5,000  Protes- 
tant clergy,  found  that  almost  two-thirds  of  the  ministers  reported  the 
largest  source  of  occupational  stress  in  their  relationship  with 
parishioners.  Thirty  percent  of  these  ministers  specified  growing  stress 
out  of  personal  or  ideological  conflict  with  members  .  .  .  one-fifth  of  the 
responding  ministers  felt  their  work  in  the  church  to  be  futile  or  ineffec- 
tual, with  one  minister  in  eight  finding  a  stress  area  "sufficiently  serious  i 

|        to  cause  him  to  consider  secular  employment." 

There  is  a  great  need  for  people  to  love  the  church  as., 
Christ  loves  it.  And  this  need  exists  for  pastors  to  a  greater  ex- 
j   tent.  When  asked  to  relate  the  most  encouraging  and  reward-) 
ing  area  of  the  minister's  work,  the  following  responses  were, 
given : 

!        Seeing  people  grow  spiritually,  working  with  young  people,  evangelism  J 
and  hospital  ministry,  counseling,  celebrating  the  ordinances  of  the  > 

i        church,  helping  establish  new  Christian  homes,  a  sense  of  helping  and  , 
leading  others  in  the  worship  of  God,  fellowship  of  other  Christians,  being 

!  a  minister  to  ministers,  people  growing  into  a  right  relationship  with 
Christ,  growing  with  people,  feeling  the  love  of  parishioners  towards  the 
pastor,  seeing  love  bloom  within  the  congregation,  long-time  church 
memberships  being  renewed,  ministering  to  people  in  crises. 

These  things  make  a  pastor  love  his  church.  In  fact,  they 
are  in  miniature  the  way  God  must  love  His  church,  all  His 
people— even  those  who  displease  Him. 

In  the  same  survey,  ministers  were  asked  what  things 
caused  them  the  most  discouragement.  Their  responses  in- 
cluded: 

Declining  caliber  of  leadership  with  little  appreciation  of  clergy  goals, 
unresponsiveness,  inflexible  lay  persons,  lethargy  and  apathy  of 
members,  inadequate  salaries,  smallness  of  people,  unconcern  for  the 
things  of  the  church,  those  who  would  actually  undermine  the  program  of 
the  church,  lack  of  facilities,  those  who  do  not  attend  regularly  but  who  try 
to  run  everything,  indifference  toward  spiritual  matters,  congregational 
disunity,  pettiness  and  demands  of  parishioners,  bickering,  factionalism, 
ingratitude,  trying  to  make  the  church  suit  someone's  own  notions  ....  I 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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l|B.  MANNING  IS  HONORED 

bn  Sunday,  February  12,  the 
rembers  of  King's  Cross 
[pads  Church,  Route  1,  Foun- 
tin,  gathered  with  the  Rev. 
[  B.  Manning  to  celebrate 
[  B.  Manning  Day.  Mr.  Man- 
rhg  was  ordained  February  11, 
1.24,  at  the  age  of  23;  and  L.  B. 
[fanning  Day  was  to  honor  Mr. 
Winning  for  preaching  the 
»spel  for  60  years.  The  pastor, 
de  Rev.  Bruce  Jones, 
Jesented  Mr.  Manning  with  a 
[aque  which  read:  Rev.  L.  B. 
Vanning,  February  12,  1984-  In 
japreciation  for  your 
mhfulness  for  service  to  God 
:\d  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
^nomination  and  as  an  or- 
pned  minister  of  the  gospel. 
e,  the  members  of  King's 
"oss  Roads  Church,  are  proud 
j  have  had  you  as  a  member 
fice  1918,  and  as  a  pastor  for 

years.  We  congratulate  you 
br  standing  firm  on  the  Bible 
id  preaching  it  as  the  infalli- 
\e  Word  of  God  for  60  years, 
(ay  the  Lord  continue  to  bless 

1u  is  our  prayer. 
After  receiving  the  plaque, 
r.  Manning  stepped  into  the 
iilpit  and  said,  "This  is  not 
i  B.  Manning  Day,  it  is  the 
prd's  Day,  and  it  is  He  that 
?serves  all  the  glory  and 
'aise."  He  then  asked  for 
/eryone  to  turn  in  their  Bibles 
i  Genesis  5:24,  Hebrews  11:5, 
id  Jude  14,  where  he  read 
jout  Enoch.  He  said,  "The  Bi- 
e  doesn't  record  much  about 
noch,  but  when  I  die,  I  hope 
iy  epitaph  reads  just  as  those 
iree  verses  of  Scripture  do,  for 
ey  state  three  things:  (1) 
noch  walked  with  God;  (2) 
noch  pleased  God;  (3)  God 
ok  him."  From  that  outline 
r.  Manning  preached  one 
swerful  message.  He  said 
alking  with  God  was  a  rough 
alk  due  to  the  persecution  and 
lals  along  the  way.  He  said 
alking  with  God  was  a  lonely 
alk  because  of  the  friends  and 


family  that  deserted  you  along 
the  way.  Walking  with  God  is  a 
rewarding  walk,  because  you 
please  God. 

Following  the  morning  ser- 
vice everyone  gathered  in  the 
fellowship  hall  to  enjoy  a  dinner 
in  honor  of  Mr.  Manning.  Only 
one  word  can  describe  the  food 
and  fellowship  that  was 
shared:  scrumptious;  and  if 
you  had  watched  the  pastor  you 
would  know  why  he  didn't 
preach  on  gluttony  that  night. 

Mr.  Manning  has  served  the 
following  churches  as  pastor: 
Aspen  Grove,  Bethlehem, 
Beulaville,  Core  Creek,  Daniels 
Chapel,  Dawson's  Grove,  Deep 
Run,  Edgewood,  Friendship 
(Greene),  Grimsley,  Hickory 
Grove,  King's  Cross  Roads,  La 
Grange,  Marlboro,  Maury,  Ot- 
ter's Creek,  Owens  Chapel, 
Peace,  Pearsall  Chapel,  Piney 
Grove  (Beaufort),  Sidney, 
Smyrna  (Beaufort),  Sound 
Side,  and  Union  Chapel 
(Washington). 

He  has  held  the  following  of- 
fices and  served  in  the  follow- 
ing capacities:  President  of 
North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion, Moderator  of  Central  Con- 
ference, Chairman  of  State 
Missions  Board,  Ordaining 
Council  of  Central  Conference, 
Board  of  Directors  of  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation, 
Board  of  Directors  of  Church 
Finance  Association,  Inc.,  held 
revivals  in  77  churches,  con- 
ducted more  than  1,500 
funerals,  and  officiated  at  500 
weddings. 

Again,  the  people  of  King's 
Cross  Roads  thank  Preacher 
Manning  for  all  that  he  has 
done  and  may  the  Lord  con- 
tinue to  bless  him  and  use  him 
in  His  work  is  their  prayer. 


^©KrD®[JuDfe@[i'@(s] 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  On  May  13,  Mr. 
Manning  will  celebrate  his  84th  birth- 
day. Mr.  Manning,  it  is  our  prayer  that 
God's  blessings  will  continue  to  be  with 
you. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


The  Rev.  L.  B.  Manning 


Mrs.  Fay  Andreu  Evans 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  A  FRIEND 

SERVANT  OF  GOD, 
WELL  DONE 

Servant  of  God,  well  done. 

Rest  from  thy  loved  employ; 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 

Enter  Thy  Master's  joy. 

The  pains  of  death  are  past, 

Labor  and  sorrow  cease, 
And  life's  long  warfare  closed  at  last, 

Thy  soul  is  found  in  peace. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done. 

Thy  glorious  warfare  past; 
The  battle's  fought,  the  race  is  won 

And  thou  art  crowned  at  last. 

—Selected 

On  the  way  home  from 
church  on  Sunday  night, 
January  22,  the  Rev.  Clarence 
F.  Bowen  suffered  a  heart  at- 
tack and  was  dead  upon  arrival 
at  Pitt  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Greenville,  North  Carolina.  He 
lived  in  Ayden  and  pastored  the 
Pleasant  Hill  Church  about 
twelve  miles  from  Ayden. 

Mr.  Bowen  had  a  long  and  il- 
lustrious ministry  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church.  He  began 
his  ministry  in  the  Old  Edge- 
mont  Church  of  Durham,  North 
Carolina,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Melvin.  Mr. 
Bowen  felt  that  a  call  to  the 
ministry  was  a  call  to  prepare 
himself.  He  attended  Campbell 
and  Wake  Forest  Universities, 
where  he  earned  the  B.A. 
degree.  Later  when  he  moved 
to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to 
become  pastor  of  the  East 
Nashville  Church,  he  attended 
the  George  Peabody  Teachers 
College  and  earned  the  M.A. 
degree.  In  addition  to  pastoring 
the  East  Nashville  Church  in 
Tennessee,  he  taught  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 
in  Nashville  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Pastor,  educator— he  was  all 
that  and  more.  For  a  number  of 
years  Brother  Bowen  was 
writer  of  The  Advanced 
Quarterly  for  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press.  This  quarterly 
has  the  widest  circulation  of 
any  other  printed  by  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press.  He  also 
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wrote  The  Young  Adults' 
Quarterly  and  The  High  School 
Quarterly.  Any  time  that  the 
Press  needed  someone  to  fill  in 
and  write  another  quarterly, 
Mr.  Bowen  was  always 
available.  The  members  of 
many  Sunday  schools  will 
greatly  miss  his  work. 

THE  PASTOR 

He  stood  in  the  pulpit, 

So  straight  and  so  tall ; 
Expounding  the  truth, 

He  seemed  to  know  all. 
The  light  on  his  face 

Was  bright  as  the  sun; 
It  was  easy  to  see 

What  the  Saviour  had  done. 
The  church  was  silent, 

Except  for  his  voice, 
But  as  he  proceeded, 

Many  hearts  did  rejoice. 
For  the  Master  was  speaking, 

Through  His  servant  that  day; 
And  at  the  conclusion, 

The  people  rejoiced  on  their  way. 

—  Selected 

Adapted  from  a  tribute  written  by  the 
Rev.  Floyd  B.  Cherry. 


MRS.  FAY  A.  EVANS 

Mrs.  Fay  Andreu  Evans,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans, 
died  January  28,  1984,  after  an 
extended  bout  with  cancer. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
on  January  31,  at  the  First 
Church  in  Goldsboro.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  service  were 
the  Rev.  Norman  Ard,  pastor; 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  of 
Ayden;  Chaplain  J.  B.  Narron 
of  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 
Base,  Goldsboro;  the  Rev. 
N.  B.  Barrow  of  Snow  Hill;  and 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive  College. 

In  addition  to  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Evans  is  survived  by 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Robert 
L.  (Anne)  Haddock  of 
Chesapeake,  Virginia;  Mrs. 
John  P.  (Kay)  Griffin  of  Rich- 
mond, Virginia;  and  Mrs.  Lor- 
raine Evans  Bass  of  Raleigh;  a 
son,  J.  Arthur  Evans  of  College 
Station,  Texas;  several  grand- 
children and  great-grand- 
children. 

Mrs.  Evans  was  a  native  of 
the  Jacksonville,  Florida,  area. 
She  served  faithfully  with  her 


husband  during  more  than  fj } 
years  of  Free  Will  Bap  t 
ministerial  work  in  the  state; 'f 
Florida,  Texas  and  Noj'i 
Carolina,  including  a  ten-y4 
period  during  which  he  vjj 
superintendent  of  the  Free  V'l 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  M. 
dlesex,  North  Carolina. 

A  Tribute  of  Love  to 
MRS.  FAY  ANDREU  EVAI1 
(December  2,  1908—  | 
January  28,  1984) 

by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

I  Corinthians  13 
It  is  as  if  Saint  Paul's  poem  ( 
love  were  written  for  this  oc< . 
sion,  for  in  Mrs.  Fay  Evans  » 
have  a  person  who  found  1> 
meaning  and  fulfillment  of  b 
life  in  what  she  did  for  other 
I  first  met  Mrs.  Evans  neau 
forty-four  years  ago.  I  wasi 
boy,  twelve  years  old  at  tti 
Free  Will  Baptist  Orphanajl, 
as  it  was  known  then,  when  tlj 
young  wife  and  mother,  age  <„ 
moved  with  her  family  into  t> 
superintendent's   home.  L 

known  to  me  at  the  time.i 

1 

new  chapter  and  a  new  re- 
tionship  in  my  life  were  abc: 
to  begin.  From  that  day  to  th„ 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jarm 
Evans  have  stood  at  many  J 
the  crossroads  of  my  life.  , 

They  were  there  with  insi§: 
and  guidance  when  a  rebellion 
teenager  tried  to  resist  the  co 
victing  power  of  the  Holy  Spii 
to  commit  his  life  to  Je&i 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour. 

I  remember  Mrs.  Evans  t; 
ing  in  charge  of  study  hall  ois 
night  when  I  wrote  a  theme  <ji 
my  goals  for  the  future.  In  iu 
foolish  fantasy,  I  outlined  i, 
plan  of  life  exactly  opposite  I 
everything  I  thought  was  ej 
pected  of  me  and  I  invited  Mi 
Evans  to  read  the  paper.  Wi 
neither  a  smile  nor  with  sco(i 
she  returned  the  paper  wi,i 
words  like  these:  "This  is  vei 
interesting,  but  perhaps  y< 
may  wish  to  give  it  mo 
thought  before  you  set  out  i 
this  journey." 

In  the  years  that  followe 
she  never  mentioned  the  pap 
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me  again,  nor  I  to  her,  but 
iter  when  my  rebellious 
fjjnage  storm  had  passed,  I 
icame  painfully  aware  of  how 
immature  I  had  been.  She  had 
1 3  wisdom  to  know  that  I  alone 
:uld  work  through  my  prob- 
jn,  and  I  have  always  been 
ankful  that  she  had  the  faith 
itrust  me  to  do  so.  Her  skillful 
Jndling  of  this  adolescent  ex- 
:'rience  has  helped  me  to 

derstand  the  statement  of 
iuI: 

■  When  I  was  a  child,  I  spake  as  a 
child,  I  understood  as  a  child,  I 
thought  as  a  child;  but  when  I 
jecame  a  man,  I  put  away 
phildish  things." 

Later,  when  a  decision  had  to 
made  about  my  college 
ucation— a  decision  that 
jnild  help  set  the  direction  for 
je  remainder  of  my  life— Mr. 
Id  Mrs.  Evans  were  there, 
when  I  was  ordained  into  the 
inistry  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
It  Church  they  were  there. 
Following  graduation  for  col- 
jge,  when  I  was  tired  and 
feary,  exhausted  in  body  and 
krit,  Mrs.  Evans  was  the  one 
10  took  me  aside  for  a  week  of 
st  and  fishing  on  the  Neuse 
iver. 

'Before  churches  knew  me, 
|r.  and  Mrs.  Evans  were  will- 
Ig  to  recommend  me.  At  one  of 
e  churches  I  met  a  young  lady 
ho  was  to  become  my  wife, 
!id  when  I  stood  at  the  altar  of 
[at  church  to  be  married,  Mr. 
id  Mrs.  Evans  were  there. 
iWhen  I  arrived  at  Mount 
live  College  in  1954,  to  assume 
le  duties  of  the  president,  Mr. 
W  Mrs.  Evans  were  already 
lere. 

In  this  hour  today,  I  am  keen- 
)  aware  that  here  is  a  woman 
ho  did  more  for  me  than  I 
her  did  for  her.  But  this  is  the 
iture  of  love — it  does  not  seek 
s  own — and  this  was  the 
iture  of  Fay  Evans.  She  found 
■e  meaning  and  fulfillment  of 
ir  life  in  what  she  did  for 
\hers. 

j  She  was  a  mother  who  loved 
sr  children.  She  believed  in 
lem    and    absorbed  their 


problems  in  the  secrecy  of  a 
heart  of  love : 

"Love  suffers  long  and  is  kind  .  .  . 

thinks  no  evil  .  .  . 

bears  all  things, 

believes  all  things, 

hopes  all  things, 

endures  all  things. 

Love  never  fails." 

She  was  a  wife  who  loved  her 
husband.  She  believed  that  her 
role  was  to  be  a  "helpmeet" 
(Genesis  2:18)  to  him.  Her 
foremost  desire  was  to  en- 
courage, support  and  assist 
him  in  his  work  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel.  She  sought  no  honor 
or  praise  of  her  own.  She  knew 
that: 

"Love  does  not  envy, 
love  does  not  parade  itself, 
is  not  puffed  up, 
does  not  behave  rudely, 
does  not  seek  its  own, 
is  not  provoked." 

This  quality  of  her  life  was 
exemplified  shortly  after  she 
underwent  major  surgery  last 
August.  In  September  there 
was  a  meeting  of  ministers  and 
laymen  in  Kinston.  When  I  saw 
Mr.  Evans,  I  inquired  about 
Mrs.  Evans.  He  said  she  was  in 
another  part  of  the  building 
because  she  did  not  feel  up  to 
being  in  a  crowd. 

I  found  her  alone  with  her 
needlework.  She  explained  that 
although  she  did  not  feel  strong 
enough  to  attend  the  meeting 
herself,  she  wanted  Mr.  Evans 
to  attend.  "It  is  important  that 
his  life  and  work  go  on,"  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Evans  was  a  Christian 
who  loved  people.  Anyone 
engaged  in  public  service,  as 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  will 
be  the  object  of  criticism,  but  I 
cannot  recall  ever  hearing  Mrs. 
Evans  criticize  anyone.  She 
preferred  the  spirit  of  Paul  ex- 
pressed in  his  poem  on  love: 

"Love  thinks  no  evil, 
does  not  rejoice  in  iniquity, 
but  rejoices  in  the  truth." 

And  so  today,  we  com- 
memorate not  the  end  of  the  life 
of  Fay  Evans  but  its  fruition. 

"Whether  there  are  prophecies, 
they  will  fail; 


Whether  there  are  tongues,  they 

will  cease; 
Whether  there  is  knowledge,  it 

will  vanish  away. 

"For  we  know  in  part  and  we 
prophesy  in  part. 

"But  when  that  which  is  perfect 
has  come,  then  that  which  is  in 
part  will  be  done  away. 

"For  now  we  see  in  a  mirror, 
dimly,  but  then  face  to  face. 
Now  I  know  in  part,  but  then  I 
shall  know  just  as  I  also  am 
known." 

To  know  the  real  person  of 
Fay  Evans  was  to  respect,  to 
appreciate  and  to  love  her. 

"And  now  abide  faith,  hope,  love, 
these  three:  but  the  greatest  of 
these  is  love." 

The  last  words  I  heard  her 
speak  were,  "I  love  you."  And 
"Love,"  the  Bible  teaches  us, 
"never  fails."  Love  never  dies. 

THE  REV.  STEPHEN  A. 
"PA" SMITH 

"A  Man  Who  Went 
About  Doing  Good" 

October  15,  1905— 
March  30,  198b 


The  Rev.  Stephen  A.  Smith 


The  Rev.  Stephen  A.  "Pa" 
Smith,  a  well-known  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister  of  Beulaville, 
North  Carolina,  died  March  30, 
at  the  age  of  78. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
April  1,  in  the  Beulaville 
Church  where  Smith  was  or- 
dained in  April,  1938.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  service  were 
the  Rev.  Chris  Singleton, 
pastor;  the  Honorable  James 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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B.  Hunt  Jr.,  governor  of  North 
Carolina;  and  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College.  Burial  was  in 
East  Duplin  Memorial 
Gardens,  Beulaville. 

A  noted  leader  among 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Smith  had  served  twice  as 
superintendent  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Home,  moderator  of 
the  Eastern  Conference,  presi- 
dent of  Church  Finance  As- 
sociation, a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation, 
representative  of  Cragmont 
Assembly,  president  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, and  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education 
which  recommended  the 
establishing  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

It  was  during  his  first  tenure 
as  superintendent  of  the 
Children's  Home  (1951-55)  that 
he  and  his  late  wife,  Bertha 
(1908-79),  became  known  both 
on  the  campus  and  throughout 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  as 
"Ma  and  Pa  Smith." 

During  his  ministerial  career 
of  forty-six  years,  Smith  served 
as  pastor  of  approximately 
twenty-five  churches,  in- 
cluding: Eastern  Con- 
ference— Christian  Chapel, 
Bethlehem,  Mount  Zion, 
Lanier's  Chapel,  Pearsall 
Chapel,  White  Oak  Grove, 
British  Chapel,  Core  Creek, 
Gethsemane,  Daly's  Chapel, 
Snow  Hill,  Sandy  Plain,  Sarec- 
ta,  Friendship,  Deep  Run,  Gray 
Branch,  Bethany,  Rooty 
Branch  and  Northeast 
(supply);  Central  Con- 
ference— Daniels  Chapel,  La 
Grange,  Ormondsville  and 
Spring  Branch;  and  Western 
Conference — Friendship. 

Using  Luke  4:18,  19;  Acts 
10:38,  and  Matthew  25:34-36  as 
texts,  Dr.  Raper  gave  a  profile 
of  Smith  as  a  man  "who  went 
about  doing  good."  He  de- 
scribed him  as  a  "minister  of 
the  gospel,"  "a  shepherd  of 
souls,"  and  "a  servant  of  the 
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Church."  (A  copy  of  the 
memorial  tribute  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  President, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365.) 

Smith  was  the  last  survivor  of 
the  ten  children  of  the  late  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Willie  B.  Smith  of  the 
Indian  Springs  community  in 
Wayne  County.  Surviving  S.  A. 
Smith  are  two  foster  children, 
Mrs.  Sloan  (Donna  S.)  Thigpen 
and  William  D.  Thigpen  of 
Beulaville. 

Prior  to  his  death,  Smith 
established  the  "Stephen  A. 
and  Bertha  S.  Smith  Endow- 
ment" at  Mount  Olive  College 
as  a  means  of  providing  perma- 
nent support  for  its  work.  He 
was  an  alumnus  of  Eureka  Col- 
lege, a  former  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist educational  institution  in 
Ay  den,  North  Carolina. 

The  family  requested  that  in 
lieu  of  flowers,  friends  and 
churches  consider  memorial 
gifts  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  in  Middlesex 
or  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina. 


"MAMMY"  WILL  NOT 
BE  FORGOTTEN 


Mrs.  Willie  Beddard 


We  at  Elm  Grove  Church, 
near  Ayden,  have  a  vacancy 
that  will  be  hard  to  fill.  Mrs. 
Willie  Faulkner  Beddard,  bet- 
ter known  as  Mammy,  went  to 


be  with  the  Lord  on  Decembjj 
11,  1983,  at  the  age  of  93. 

Mammy  was  a  hard-work^ 
and  faithful  member  at  E>| 
Grove,    where    she  wasM, 
member  for  69  years.  Duri 
those  years,  Mammy  did  mu 
to  help  Elm  Grove  grow.  Mai 
my  was  a  charter  member 
our  auxiliary  and  she  nev 
forgot  her  church  even  wh 
bad  health  made  it  impossit  i 
for  her  to  attend  services. 

Everyone  loved  Mammy  a 
she  loved  everyone.  I  know,  f  • 
as  the  new  pastor's  wife  she  ii 
mediately  showed  me  love  a  . 
I  know  that  we  had  her  praye  | 
and  her  love  in  the  work  ahefl 
of  us  at  Elm  Grove.  Mamrj 
urged  support  of  all  our  enw 
prises,  but  Cragmont  w' 
special  to  her,  for  she  loved: 
dearly.  Mammy  attended  Cra 
mont  Woman's  Auxilia :; 
weeks  for  many  years,  until  hi 
health  made  it  impossible  i' 
her  to  go.  The  Woman's  Ai'- 
iliary  at  Cragmont  misses  W' 
greatly. 

Mammy  was  married  to  ill 
late  J.  T.  Beddard.  They  h!l 
nine  children,  eighteen  gran 
children,  seventeen  gre£ 
grandchildren  and  two  greA 
great  grandchildren.  Her  far- 
ly  loved  her  dearly. 

We  thank  God  for  ts 
privilege  of  knowing  Marnr1' 
and  feel  our  lives  have  be|i 
enriched  by  knowing  her. 

Proverbs  31:10,  25,  26,  \ 
describe  the  life  Mammy  l'l 
well.  "Who  can  find  a  virtue!! 
woman?  For  her  price  is  l(i 
above  rubies  ....  Strength  aji 
honour  are  her  clothing;  ai 
she  shall  rejoice  in  time  J 
come.  She  openeth  her  mow 
with  wisdom ;  and  in  her  tong'i 
is  the  law  of  kindness  .  .  .  .  B 
children  arise  up,  and  call  l'l 
blessed;  her  husband  also,  aj: 
he  praiseth  her." 

We  loved  Mammy  at  E: 
Grove  and  she  will  not  I 
forgotten. 

Submitted  by  Wallie  Hargrove  i 
behalf  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  i i 
Grove  Church. 
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[Foreign  Missions 


OUR  RENEWAL  CONFERENCE 


A  group  of  our  church  workers  participated  in  our  Renewal  Conference  held  at 
reilly,  February  17-19,  1981,. 


In  the  wake  of  hitherto  un- 
edecented  happenings  it  was 
fnsidered  vital  to  hold  a 
inewal  conference  of  our 
lurch  workers  at  Bareilly 
pm  February  17-19,  1984.  Ar- 
ngements  were  made  to  ac- 
jmmodate  the  participants 
ijmfortably  and  to  provide 
jeals  for  them  through  the 
?lp  of  local  congregations  and 
me  generous  donations,  etc. 
^ere  were  many  things  which 
pre  causing  disappointment 
I  our  people.  It  was,  therefore, 
ought  that  a  couple  of 
lys  of  fellowship  together, 
sting,  prayer  and  exchange  of 
joughts  would  renew  all  of  us 
jfiritually  and  physically.  This 
rned  out  to  be  true  and  we 
jkre  our  gratitude  to  the  Lord 
r  the  wisdom  of  our 
ischeduled  meeting  together. 
The  opposition  to  conversion, 
|me  new  legislation  and 
.sturbances  caused  by  some 
her  church  agencies  at  our 
ork  center  were  the  subject 
|atters  under  discussion  and 
([ought.  This  fellowship  had 
totributed  to  a  tide  of  new  life 
id  strengthened  our  faith  to 
^ntinue  the  work  of  our  Lord  in 
ir  circuits  with  all-out  efforts, 
was  also  discussed  and  felt 
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that  a  greater  social  involve- 
ment by  our  church  denomina- 
tion is  the  need  of  the  time.  This 
should  be  the  concern  of  the 
church  in  India  as  well  as  our 
parent  body  in  North  Carolina. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  our 
objectives  as  Free  Will  Baptists 
should  be:  (1)  preaching  the 
gospel  and  proclaiming  the 
good  news  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  all  people  in  all  places 
and  in  all  situations  where 
God's  love  in  Christ  is  not 
known  shall  continue  in  all  cir- 
cumstances with  great  vigor 
and  enthusiasm,  (2)  incar- 
nating the  love  of  Christ  to 
those  who  are  in  need,  (3) 
demonstrating  His  love  to  the 
poor,  and  (4)  to  be  aware  of  our 
Christian  responsibility.  It  was, 
however,  felt  that  if  the  mission 
of  the  church  is  to  become  suc- 
cessful such  a  renewal  pro- 
gram should  be  undertaken 
which  would  lead  us  to  greater 
unity,  fellowship  and  participa- 
tion, when  we  do  respond  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  God 
and  with  one  another.  It  was  the 
first  opportunity  that  the  Free 
Will  Baptists  joined  together  in 
one  chain  in  such  a  short  time 
without  any  prior  arrange- 
ment. This  gives  us  hope  that 


we  will  be  able  to  do  many 
great  things  in  the  future  and 
will  confront  successfully  the 
problems  of  our  temporal 
world!  Praise  be  to  Him. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 
India 


NOTICE  TO 
PARTICIPATING  CHURCHES 

Churches  participating  in  the 
Widow's  Fund  are  asked  to  note 
that  a  minister  has  died,  the 
Rev.  Dallas  Bryson.  Gifts  of  $50 
are  now  due  from  those  par- 
ticipating in  the  program. 
Please  respond  accordingly  by 
sending  your  gifts  to  the  follow- 
ing address :  Board  of  Superan- 
nuation, Box  38,  Ay  den,  North 
Carolina  28513. 

Don  Fader 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

Part  VH:  Nurturing  Through 
Continual  Support  and  Super- 
vision 

Our  job  is  not  over  once  we 
have  enlisted  teachers  and  they 
have  assumed  their  respon- 
sibilities. We  should  stay  in  con- 
tact with  them  and  let  them 
know  that  we  are  always 
available  if  they  need  us.  Let 
me  make  a  few  suggestions 
along  these  lines. 

Be  there  early  on  Sunday 
mornings  to  welcome  teachers 
as  they  arrive.  Greet  them  in  a 
way  that  says,  "I'm  glad  you're 
here.  We  are  going  to  have  a 
good  session  today."  This  will 
help  send  them  to  class  with 
added  confidence  and  en- 
thusiasm. 

Listen  to  your  teachers.  Get 
to  know  them.  Try  to  build  a 
relationship  of  mutual  respect 
and  trust.  Constantly  let  them 
know  that  their  feelings  and 
opinions  are  important  to  you. 
Keep  asking  questions  like, 
"How  is  it  going?  Do  you  need 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Children's  Home 

k 


Founder's  Day 


May  26 

Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home 


_z  1 

FREE 

CHIL 

WILL  BAPTIST 

DRENS  HOME 

ESTAB  1920 

11:30  A.M.    We  invite  you  to  be  our  guests  for  lunch. 
1:00  P.M.    Join  us  for  our  worship  service. 
2:00  P.M.    Tour  the  Children's  Home  campus. 


Guest  Speaker 

The  Rev.  Gary  M.  Bailey,  pastor  of  Stoney  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  president  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 


May  Is  Children's  Home  Month. 
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Children's  Home 


'TWAS  THE  WEEK  BEFORE  EASTER 
MONDAY,  APRIL  16TH 


«*-  - 


rwas  the  week  before  Easter  and  all  through  the  Home, 
.11  the  children  were  waiting  to  get  started  and  roam. 

he  eggs  were  all  hidden  around  the  campus  with  care, 
n  hopes  that  the  kids  would  find  all  that  were  there. 

bid  houseparents  and  staff  anxiously  watching  their  heads, 
Is  they  peeked  and  bowed  to  find  all  of  the  eggs. 

Vhen  out  came  a  cry,  "I  can't  find  any  eggs! " 

fo  sooner  was  said  when  BEHOLD,  the  GOLDEN  EGG! 

¥hen  all  the  dust  had  settled  and  the  eggs  tucked  away  in  baskets 
and  bellies, 

'he  kids  were  then  given  treats  of  beans  made  of  jelly. 

'his  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Hunt  High  School  Honor  Society, 
md  as  they  drove  out  of  sight,  they  wished  us  a  "HAPPY  EASTER 
TO  ALL  AND  TO  ALL  A  GOOD  NIGHT! " 


CONGRATULATIONS 
RAMON  A! 

Congratulations  are  in  order 
pr  Ramona  Hopkins.  Ramona 
as  successfully  obtained  her 
irst  "real"  job.  She  is  working 
s  a  nurses'  assistant  at 
Hover's  Rest  Home  in  Wen- 
ell,  North  Carolina.  Her  duty 
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is  to  assist  nursing  personnel  in 
providing  non-professional 
nursing  services  to  residents  at 
the  Home. 

Ramona  has  had  an  interest 
in  working  with  the  elderly  for 
some  time,  and  feels  grateful 
that  she  can  pursue  this  in- 
terest. She  enjoys  caring  for  the 


Ramona  Hopkins 

elderly,  helping  them  do  cer- 
tain tasks  that  they  are  unable 
to  do,  and  giving  them  the  at- 
tention and  companionship 
they  need. 

We  are  very  proud  of 
Ramona  and  wish  her  success 
with  her  job.  Congratulations! 

WORSHIP,  FELLOWSHIP, 
AND  RECREATION 

Enjoy  all  this  and  more  at  the 
Cragmont  Mini  Conference, 
July  26-29.  The  conference  will 
begin  on  Thursday  night  and 
close  Sunday  at  noon.  This  is 
being  planned  especially  for 
younger  women  who  are  unable 
to  spend  a  whole  week  away 
from  family  or  work.  However, 
any  others  may  register  who 
would  like  to  attend. 

If  you  cannot  stay  for  the  en- 
tire conference  come  for  as 
much  of  it  as  you  can.  Bus 
transportation  will  be  made 
available  if  we  have  enough  in- 
terested. We  could  arrange  for 
the  bus  to  leave  on  Friday  and 
return  on  Sunday.  If  we  do  not 
have  enough  interested  in  going 
by  bus  each  person  or  group 
will  be  responsible  for  its  own 
transportation. 

Please  send  a  $5  registration 
fee  to:  Mrs.  Alice  Barrow, 
Route  2,  Box  375,  Snow  Hill, 
North  Carolina  28580. 

Dola  Dudley, 
Becky  Jo  Sumner, 
Co-Directors 
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Home  Missions 


The 

LINK 

That 

Binds  .  .  . 
PAST, 
PRESENT 
And 

FUTURE 

Strengthen 
Your 
CHAIN 
of 

Loyalty 


SUPPORT 
HOME 
MISSIONS 
AND 
CHURCH 
EXTENSION 

Write  Us 
Today! 

Free  Will  Baptist  i 
Home  Missions  I 

P.O.  Box  38 
Ayden,  N.C.  28513-01 


(Continued  from  April  25  Issue) 


INDIVIDUALS 

Allen,  Ethel  Mae  $ 

10.00 

Ard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 

10.00 

Baker,  Paul 

25.00 

Baldree,  Versie  H. 

10.00 

Boyette,  Eva  T. 

25.00 

Bunn,  Roney  B.,  Jr. 

10.00 

Coats,  C.  M. 

25.00 

Cook,  Frances 

10.00 

Cook,  Oliver 

10.00 

Crab  tree,  Joan 

60.00 

Daniels,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  J. 

10.00 

Driver,  Lula 

1.00 

Etheridge,  Leland 

20.00 

Fulcher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walton  E. 

10.00 

Futrelle,  Foy 

80.00 

Glisson,  Frances 

10.00 

Gray,  Deborah  H. 

9.78 

Grady,  PaulD.,  Jr. 

10.00 

Gurganus,  H.  G. 

10.00 

Gurganus,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

10.00 

Hansley,  David  W. 

12.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  C.  L. 

10.00 

Hawkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 

20.00 

Hill,  David 

30.00 

Holland,  Kathleen 

29.00 

Home,  Anne  E. 

10.00 

Hunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  B. 

45.00 

Hurst,  Esther 

10.00 

Jarrell,  Edwin 

5.00 

Jones,  Eula 

10.00 

Jones,  Florence  Ft. 

10.00 

Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn 

50.00 

Kennedy,  Rocky 

70.00 

Kermon,  Mrs.  T.  M. 

10.00 

Kirby,  Mattie  P. 

10.00 

Kirby,  Wallace  R. 

10.00 

Krouse,  Helen  J. 

10.00 

Lanier,  Leonard 

10.00 

Little,  Mildred  M. 

25.00 

McRoy,  Mildred 

10.00 

Millikin,  Martha 

10.00 

Mixon,  Sudie 

10.00 

Moretz,  Anna  H. 

5.00 

Morris,  Reba 

20.00 

Morris,  Velma 

10.00 

Morris,  Mrs.  Clen 

10.00 

Morris,  Vera  Lee 

10.00 

Ormond,  Betty  N. 

10.00 

Overman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C. 

10.00 

Parker,  G.  W. 

20.00 

Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  M. 

5.00 

Paul,  Verena  L. 

10.00 

Pittman,  Sarah  L. 

10.00 

Pounds,  Margaret 

10.00 

Quinn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 

20.00 

Radford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm 

25.00 

Riley,  Dianne  B. 

20.00 

Roper,  Dianne 

1.24 

Roper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G. 

10.00 

Sawyer,  Letha  G. 

10.00 

Singleton,  Lillian  C. 

10.00 

Slade,  Mahugh 

20.00 

Southerland,  Amelia 

1.00 

Speight,  Mrs.  Melvin 

10.00 

Still,  Bernice  M. 

10.00 

Stilley,  Hazel 

10.00 

Strickland,  Joe 

20.00 

Tugwell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  C. 

10.00 

Ward,  Chester 

50.00 

Warren,  Dessie  J. 

15.00 

West,  Estell  M. 

20.00 

Whitehurst,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  10.00 

Woodall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy 

20.00 

Total 

$1,204.02 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

Barnes  Hill 

$  150.00 

Branch  Chapel 

500.00 

Calvary 

25.00 

Elwood  Lane 

14.38 

Everett  Chapel 

597.60 

Flood's  Chapel 

12.00 

First  Union  Meeting 

250.00 

First  Western 

Sunday  School  Convention 

100.00 

Free  Spirit 

61.00 

Free  Union 

25.00 

Fremont 

200.00 

Friendship 

235.00 

Kenly 

124.37 

Little  Rock 

200.00 

Marsh  Swamp 

18.87 

Micro 

17.33 

Milbournie 

135.00 

Mount  Zion  (Nash  County) 

200.00 

New  Sandy  Hill 

115.00 

Oak  Grove 

128.80 

People's  Chapel 

55.00 

Piney  Grove 

162.50 

Pine  Level 

15.00 

Pleasant  Grove 

20.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

100.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

20.00 

Rosebud 

37.50 

Sherron  Acres 

135.00 

Spring  Hill 

400.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

10.00 

Stoney  Creek 

20.00 

Stony  Hill 

30.00 

Union  Chapel 

o.uu 

Union  Grove 

235.00 

Unity 

25.00 

Watson's  Grove 

25.00 

Wilson,  First 

250.00 

Total 

&A    OKA  OC 

$4, 004.. 50 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION 

Cypress  Creek 

$  189.00 

Emerson 

263.76 

Macedonia 

20.00 

Oak  Hrovp 

233.72 

Pee  Dee  Youth  Rally 

50.00 

Pee  Dee  District  Auxiliary 

90.00 

Pee  Dee  Union  Number  1 

25.00 

Pee  Dee  Union  Number  2 

50.00 

Thomasboro 

200.00 

Total 

$1,121.48 

purrnvioivT  rriMTnirRinvcir 

rllgil  r^oillL 

Total 

OTHERS 

North  Carolina 

State  Woman's  Auxiliary 

$  137.55 

Paul  Palmer  Association 

500.00 

St.  Cloud  Mission, 

St.  Cloud,  Florida 

15.00 

Total 

$652.55 

TOTAL  QUARTER 
CONTRIBUTIONS:  $26,566.01 
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Mount  Olive  College 


COLLEGE  HONORS  ENDOWMENT  DONORS 


During  the  visit  of  Saint  Mary's  Church  (Wilson  County)  to  the 
impus  in  April,  Mount  Olive  College  hosted  a  lunch  in  honor  of  Mr. 
id  Mrs.  J.  P.  Watson  of  Kenly.  The  Watsons  recently  established 
e  "John  Preston  and  Laura  B.  Watson  Endowment." 

Shown  presenting  a  certificate  of  appreciation  from  the  College 
•ustees  is  Board  Chairman  James  B.  Hunt.  On  the  right  is  Marvin 
Awards,  chairman  of  the  Business  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
jard. 

SAINT  MARY'S  CHURCH  VISITS  COLLEGE 


April  visitors  to  Mount  Olive  College  included  twenty-three 
lembers  of  Saint  Mary's  Church  in  Wilson  County.  President 
I  Burkette  Raper  gave  the  group  an  orientation  to  the  College  and 
tour  of  the  campus.  For  most  of  the  group  it  was  their  first  visit  to 
le  campus. 


Shown  in  College  Hall  (left  to 
right)  are:  First  Row  — 
J.  Preston  Watson,  Leoria  Wat- 
son, Lloyd  Edwards,  Inez 
Edwards,  Blanch  Simpson, 
Agnes  Wilson,  Hattie  Mae  Sum- 
merlin  and  Ruby  Narron.  Sec- 
ond Row— Jean  Holland,  Betty 
Jean  Pope,  Kathy  Sullivan,  An- 
nette Watson,  Sedie  Ford,  Hilda 
Price,  Louise  Overman,  and 
Berta  Edwards.  Third  Row— 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  (College 
host),  Susan  Watson,  Matthew 
Watson,  Danny  Pope,  Mrs. 
Danny  Pope,  Marvin  Edwards, 
Gene  Price  and  Craig  Kirby. 

COLLEGE  ENCOURAGES 
CHURCH  VISISTATION  DAYS 

Mount  Olive  College  en- 
courages each  church  to  plan  a 
visitation  day.  A  representative 
of  the  College  will  serve  as  a 
personal  guide  to  give  informa- 
tion, answer  questions  and  a 
tour  of  the  campus.  The  visit 
can  include  lunch  or  dinner  at  a 
modest  charge  of  $3  per  person 
or  the  group  can  bring  a  picnic 
and  the  College  will  provide  ice 
and  drinks  without  charge. 
Group  visits  can  be  scheduled 
any  day  of  the  week. 

To  plan  a  church  visit,  in- 
terested persons  should  con- 
tact Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss,  sec- 
retary to  the  President,  (phone 
919/658-2502)  in  order  to  assure 
that  a  College  host  will  be 
available  and  appropriate  ar- 
rangements made  for  a  meal. 

COLLEGE  HALL 
SEATING  PROJECTS 

Eight  seats  (five  bleacher 
seats  and  3  chairs)  were  con- 
tributed for  College  Hall  during 
the  week  of  April  24-30.  The 
seating  capacity  on  the  main 
floor  of  College  Hall  is  2,000 
(1,200  bleacher  seats  and  800 
chairs).  All  the  chairs  have 
been  contributed  but  847 
bleacher  seat  gifts  of  $100  each 
are  needed  to  complete  the  en- 
tire seating  project. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Family  Devotional 


SUNDAY,  -,  o 
MAY  16 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  6,  7 

THE  BRAVEST  BATTLE 
"The  bravest  battle  that  ever  was  fought, 

Shall  I  tell  you  where  and  when? 
On  the  maps  of  the  world  you  will  find  it  not, 
It  is  fought  by  the  mothers  of  men. 

"Nay,  not  with  cannon  or  battle -shot, 

With  a  sword  or  noble  pen; 
Nay,  not  with  eloquent  words  of  thought 

From  the  mouths  of  wonderful  men! 

"But  deep  in  the  walled-up  woman's  heart, 
Of  a  woman  that  would  not  yield, 

But  bravely,  silently  bore  her  part, 
Lo,  there  is  that  battlefield! 

"No  marshaling  troops,  no  bivouac  song, 
No  banner  to  gleam  and  wave ; 

But  oh,  these  battles,  they  last  so  long, 
From  babyhood  to  the  grave. 

"Yet,  faithful  still  as  a  bridge  of  stars, 
She  fights  in  her  walled-up  town, 

Fights  on  and  on  in  the  endless  wars, 
Then,  silent,  unseen,  goes  down! 

"Oh,  ye  with  banners  and  battle-shot, 
And  soldiers  to  shout  and  praise ! 

I  tell  you  the  kingliest  battles  fought, 
Were  fought  in  those  silent  ways." 


O  spotless  mothers  in  a  world  of  shame, 
With  splendid  and  silent  scorn, 

Go  back  to  God  as  pure  as  you  came, 
The  kingliest  warrior  born! 


MONDAY, 
MAY 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  8-10 

GOD  DOES  NOT  LIE 
God  punishes  sin.  A  mother  and  her  little  girl 
of  five  were  visiting.  The  little  girl  misbehaved, 
and  her  mother  said,  "Sarah,  you  must  not  do 
that."  The  child  soon  forgot  and  did  it  again.  The 
mother  said,  "Sarah,  if  you  do  that  again  I  will 
punish  you."  Soon  the  child  did  it  again.  When  it 
was  time  to  go  home  the  mother  went  for  her  hat, 
and  Sarah  was  sad  for  the  punishment  to  come.  A 
young  lady  noticed  it  and  said,  "Never  mind,  I 
will  ask  your  mother  not  to  whip  you."  The  reply 
was,  "That  will  do  no  good;  my  mother  never 
tells  lies." 


As  God  is  true  He  cannot  clear  the  guil% 
Punishment  is  sure. 


TUESDAY, 
MAY 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  11-13 

MOTHER  TO  SON 
Do  you  know  that  your  soul  is  of  my  soul  su< 
part 

That  you  seem  to  be  fiber  and  core  of  my  hear 
None  other  can  pain  me  as  you,  dear,  can  do; 
None  other  can  please  me,  or  praise  me,  as  yo 

Remember,  the  world  is  quick  with  its  blame, 
If  shadows  or  stain  ever  darken  your  name.  | 
"Like  mother,  like  son,"  is  a  saying  so  true— 
The  world  will  judge  largely  of  mother  by  you 


Be  yours  then,  the  task — if  task  it  shall  be — 
To  force  the  proud  world  to  do  homage  to  me, 
Be  sure  it  will  say,  when  its  verdict  you've  wo\ 
"She  reaped  as  she  sowed:  lo,  this  is  her  son.' 


WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  14-16 

SHE  FELT  ALONE 

A  little  girl  was  in  an  orphans'  home  and 
was  observed  that  she  never  cried.  One  day  orj 
of  the  matrons  asked  her,  "Why  do  you  not  cry? 
have  never  seen  you  cry. ' '  The  little  girl  replies 
"I  have  no  one  to  cry  to  since  Mama  died."  | 

It  was  a  glorious  thing  for  every  Christian 
that  Christ  said,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
meaning  every  day,  under  all  circumstances. 


c 


The  Christian  can  cry  to  Jesus,  call  up< 
Him,  trust  in  Him,  and  share  with  Him  whatevt, 
joys  come  into  life. 


THURSDAY, 
MAY 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  17-20 

"MY  MOTHER  BELIEVED  IN  ME!" 
"When  I  was  a  little  mischievous  lad, 
The  neighbors  would  all  agree 
That  I  must  be  going  straight  to  the  bad, 
But  Mother  believed  in  me ! 

And  just  because  she  believed  in  me, 
I  couldn't  be  mean,  you  see; 
For  it  helps  a  boy  to  do  right  when  he 
Can  say,  'My  mother  believes  in  me.' 
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I'  |o  me,  as  a  man,  how  often  there  came 
Temptations  from  which  I'd  flee! 
Te  reason,  you  know,  was  always  the  same- 
Rat  Mother  believed  in  me. 


d  so,  because  she  believed  in  me, 
/ouldn't  do  wrong,  you  see; 
r  to  disappoint  her— ah,  that  would  be 
o  bad,  when  Mother  believed  in  me! 


"t  is  not  the  least  of  blessings  I've  had 
VKile  passing  thro'  life,  that  she, 
lough  once  I  was  such  a  mischievous  lad, 
C!uld  always,  believe  in  me. 


My  dear  old  mother  has  gone  from  me 
To  dwell  by  the  Crystal  Sea; 
If  ever  I  go  to  her  side,  'twill  be 
Because  my  mother  believed  in  me!" 


1RIDAY, 

KAY 
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Sripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  21-23 

A  MOTHER'S  LIGHT 

A  very  beautiful  story  is  related  of  a  boat  out 
£  sea  carrying  in  it  a  father  and  his  little 
ciughter.  As  they  were  steering  for  the  shore 
tey  were  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm  which 
treatened  to  destroy  them.  The  coast  was 
angerous.  The  mother  lighted  a  lamp  and 
sarted  up  the  worn  stairway  to  the  attic  window, 
i  "It  won't  do  any  good,  Mother,"  the  son 
bed  after  her. 

But  the  mother  went  up,  put  the  light  in  the 
Indow,  knelt  beside  it  and  prayed.  Out  in  the 
orm  the  daughter  saw  a  glimmer  of  gold  on  the 
ater's  edge. 

"Steer  for  that,"  the  father  said. 
I   Slowly  but  steadily  they  came  toward  the 
*ht,  and  at  last  were  anchored  in  the  little 
lettered  harbor  by  the  cottage. 

"Thank  God,"  cried  the  mother,  as  she 
Wd  their  glad  voices  and  came  down  the  stair- 
ay,  with  a  lamp  in  her  hand.  "How  did  you  get 
are?"  she  said. 

"We  steered  by  Mother's  light,"  answered 
le  daughter,  "although  we  did  not  know  what  it 
as  out  there." 

"Ah!"  thought  the  boy,  wayward  boy,  "it  is 
me  I  was  steering  by  Mother's  light." 

And  ere  he  slept  he  surrendered  himself  to 
od  and  asked  Him  to  guide  him  over  life's 
)ugh  sea.  Months  went  by,  and  disease  smote 
im. 

"He  can't  live  long,"  was  the  verdict  of  the 
Dctor,  and  one  stormy  night  he  lay  dying. 

"Do  not  be  afraid  for  me,"  he  said,  as  they 
ept;  "I  shall  make  the  harbor,  for  I  am  steering 
y  Mother's  light." 


//  /  were  drowned  in  the  deepest  sea, 
Mother  o'mine,  O  Mother  o'mine, 
I  know  whose  tears  would  come  down  to  me, 
Mother  o'mine,  O  Mother  o'mine. 

SATURDAY,  1Q 
MAY  13 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Chronicles  24-26 

THROUGH  ONE  MOTHER'S  PRAYERS 
An  old  woman  with  a  halo  of  silvered 
hair— the  hot  tears  flowing  down  her  furrowed 
cheeks— her  worn  hands  busy  over  a  washboard 
in  a  room  of  poverty— praying— for  her  son 
John— John  who  ran  away  from  home  in  his 
teens  to  become  a  sailor— John  of  whom  it  was 
now  reported  that  he  had  become  a  very  wicked 
man— praying,  praying  always  that  her  son 
might  be  of  service  to  God.  The  mother  believed 
in  two  things,  the  power  of  prayer  and  the  refor- 
mation of  her  son.  God  answered  the  prayer  by 
working  a  miracle  in  the  heart  of  John  Newton. 
John  Newton,  the  drunken  sailor  became  John 
Newton,  the  sailor-preacher.  Among  the 
thousands  of  men  and  women  he  brought  to 
Christ  was  Thomas  Scott,  cultured,  selfish,  and 
self-satisfied.  Because  of  the  washtub  prayers 
another  miracle  was  worked,  and  Thomas  Scott 
used  both  his  pen  and  voice  to  lead  thousands  of 
unbelieving  hearts  to  Christ,  among  them  a 
dyspeptic,  melancholic  young  man,  William 
Cowper  by  name.  He,  too,  was  washed  in  the 
cleansing  blood  and  in  a  moment  of  inspiration 
wrote  "There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  With  Blood." 
And  this  song  has  brought  countless  thousands  to 
the  Man  who  died  on  Calvary. 


All  this  resulted  because  a  mother  took  God 
at  His  word  and  prayed  that  her  son's  heart 
might  become  as  white  as  the  soapsuds  in  the 
washtub. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson" 


For  May  13 

BE  CAREFUL 
WHAT  YOU  SAY 

Lesson   Text:    James  3:1-10, 
13-18 

Memory  Verse:  Proverbs  18:21 

A  Greek  philosopher  once 
asked  his  servant  to  prepare 
him  the  best  dish  he  could.  The 
servant  prepared  tongue.  When 
asked  why  he  considered  this 
the  best  dish,  he  replied,  "I 
have  observed,  sir,  that  the 
tongue  can  sing  sweet 
melodies,  it  can  engage  in  in- 
telligent conversation,  it  can 
teach  the  ignorant,  it  can  plead 
with  the  wayward,  and  it  can 
speak  compliments  that 
brighten  men's  lives." 

Some  time  later  the  philoso- 
pher asked  his  servant  to 
prepare  the  worst  dish  he 
could  think  of.  Once  again  he 
prepared  tongue.  "Why  do  you 
now  say  that  this  is  the  worst 
dish?"  asked  the  philosopher. 

"O  master,  the  tongue  can 
also  tell  vicious  lies,  spread  ter- 
rible gossip,  defame  character, 
destroy  friendships,  and  bring 
discouragement. ' ' 

How  right  he  was ! 

In  the  previous  lesson  James 
discussed  the  kind  of  faith  that 
was  lifeless  because  it  was 
without  works.  Apparently  this 
problem  was  a  serious  one  in 
James's  time,  else  he  would  not 
have  given  so  much  attention  to 
it.  Unfortunately,  his  words  are 
probably  more  needed  today 
than  when  he  wrote  them. 

From  this  discussion  he 
turned  to  another  problem 
faced  by  the  Early  Church.  The 
office  of  teacher  was  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  thus  many 
desired  the  office.  Yet  some  of 
those  who  sought  the  office, 
probably  for  selfish  reasons, 
were  not  qualified.  For  James, 
a  very  important  qualification 
was  one's  ability  to  control  the 
tongue. 


In  our  modern  church  we  do 
not  often  have  the  problem  of 
too  many  persons  seeking  to  be 
teachers.  Indeed,  quite  the 
reverse  is  true.  But  if  we  do  not 
have  exactly  the  problem 
James  was  confronting,  the 
misuse  of  the  tongue  still  is  a 
major  problem  among  us. 

Gossip  is  a  sin  that  seems  to 
plague  even  the  most  saintly  of 
Christians.  Most  of  us  have  a 
weakness  for  a  juicy  bit  of  news 
about  some  fellow  Christian. 
Perhaps  one  reason  we  enjoy  it 
is  that  it  makes  us  feel  morally 
superior  to  the  one  who  has 
stubbed  his  toe.  If  the  truth 
were  known,  we  might  also  get 
a  vicarious  thrill  from  talking 
about  the  sins  that  we  never 
would  have  the  courage  to  do 
ourselves. 

It  is  not  easy  to  resist  the 
temptation  of  gossip,  yet  as 
maturing  Christians  we  must 
learn  to  do  so.  Beth  Day,  in  her 
poem,  "Three  Gates  of  Gold," 
suggests  that  before  we  say 
anything  about  someone  else, 
we  answer  these  three  ques- 
tions: Is  it  true?  Is  it  needful? 
Is  it  kind? 

The  next  time  someone 
comes  to  you  with  a  juicy  bit  of 
gossip,  ask  him  these  three 
questions.  He  is  likely  to  be 
shocked  at  first,  but  once  he 
recovers  he  will  see  the 
fairness  of  these  questions. 
Frequently  a  bit  of  gossip  is  not 
intended  to  be  harmful,  but  is 
uttered  without  thinking  of  the 
consequences.  These  questions 
could  prevent  much  gossip  that 
is  passed  along  thoughtlessly 
without  any  malicious  intent. 

The  tongue  can  be  a  deadly 
weapon  when  it  is  used  to  talk 
about  people  and  destroy  their 
reputations.  But  it  can  also  be 
deadly  when  it  is  used  just  in 
talking  to  people.  Probably  few 
things  are  more  damaging  to 
the  atmosphere  of  a  home  or  a 
church  than  the  presence  of  a 
carping  critic.  Such  a  person  is 
critical  of  others  who  may  be 


leaders  and  he  is  critical  of  I 
actions  taken  by  the  group.  | 
Psychologists  often  can  g:, 
us  insights  into  why  peo] 
behave  in  this  way.  They  j 
usually  insecure  people  n 
feel  threatened  by  others  a 
by  new  situations.  Th 
defense  is  to  criticize.  By  so 
ing,  they  feel  that  they  are  a 
to  bring  others  down  to  th 
own  level.  If  a  new  progn 
succeeds,  they  are  likely 
become  even  more  criti 
because  they  feel  even  mil 
threatened.  If  it  fails,  they 
right  there  with  "I  told  you  s 
These  critics  in  the  chui 
often  attract  others  who  sh<] 
their  views,  and  the  result  ij 
rather  well-organized  jeeri 
section,  poised  to  shoot  do 
almost  every  progressive  p| 
posal. 

In  some  cases  the  problen 
not  criticism  but  pessimis 
The  pessimists  are  not  ope 
critical;  they  just  manj 
always  to  see  the  dark  sidv 
every  situation.  Nothing  car 
more  devastating  to  the  moi 
of  a  family  or  a  church  thai 
have  a  few  people  around  ^ 
are  always  insisting,  "It  1 
never  work." 

The  teaching  of  James  at 
the   tongue   is  certainly 
plicable  in  all  of  these  sit 
tions.  The  old  adage,  "m 
say  anything  if  you  can't 
something  good,"  suggest 
sensible   application  of 
teaching. 

We  pray,  dear  God,  that 1 
will  help  us  as  we  struggh 
control  our  tongues.  Make 
more  sensitive  to  others  so  1 
we  do  not  offend  through 
words.  Teach  us  the  ways 
peace  that  we  might  enjoy 
fruit  of  righteousness.  In  Je; 
name  we  pray.  Amen.— S 
dard  Lesson  Commentary 


Now  is  a  good  time  to  re; 
your  subscription  to  The  B 
Will  Baptist. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

Summary  of  Bleacher  Seat  Gifts  ($100  each) 

c|acher  Seat  in  College  Hall 
ber  Contributed  Through  April  30 
Balance  Needed 

Chairs:  April  24-30 


Donors 

Dee  District  Auxiliary  Convention 
ifconor  of  the  Rev.  M.  E.  Cox 

By  Cathedral  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Durham 
lilonor  of  Mrs.  Maxine  Cox 
By  Cathedral  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Durham 
Total 


1,200 
353 
847 


Number 
of  Chairs 
($50  Each) 
1 
1 

1 

T 


Bleacher  Seats:  April  24-30 


Donors 

ijlonor  of  Mrs.  Hilda  B.  Sasser 

By  the  Rev.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Wilson 

item  District  Auxiliary  Convention 
fflemory  of  Aubrey  C.  Hatch 

By  Mary  Hatch  Harper  Family,  Mount  Olive 
ilfonor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivery  Daughtry 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Daughtry,  Smithfield 

Second  Union  Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Central  Conference 
Total 


Number  of 
Bleacher  Seats 
($100  Each) 
1 


^&?un£  J0£ve>  S&o$epe' 


CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
any  supplies?  Is  there  anything 
I  can  do  to  help?"  This  shows 
our  concern  and  gives  teachers 
the  opportunity  to  share  their 
feelings,  concerns,  needs,  and 
ideas.  You  could  even  visit  or 
call  them  for  longer  discus- 
sions. 

You  could  refer  them  to 
resources  which  would  be 
especially  helpful  to  them. 
While  you  are  reading  or  study- 
ing, keep  a  list  of  articles, 
books,  chapters  in  books,  and 
magazines  which  would  be  of 
interest  and  benefit  to  par- 
ticular teachers.  Refer 
teachers  to  these  sources  or 
have  copies  made  for  them. 
This  tells  them  that  you  are 
thinking  about  them. 

Help  teachers  evaluate  their 
work.  Some  superintendents 
tell  prospective  teachers  dur- 
ing the  enlisting  process  that  if 
they  accept  the  position  they 
will  meet  with  the  superinten- 
dent sometime  during  the  year 
for  evaluation.  Often  evalua- 
tion is  thought  of  only  in 
negative  terms  because  it 
usually  is  used  only  when  a 
problem  has  arisen  or  someone 
is  not  doing  an  adequate  job. 
However,  if  evaluation  is 
carried  out  on  a  regular  basis, 
it  will  reveal  and  deal  with 
many  problems  before  they 
become  major  ones.  It  can  be  a 
very  positive  and  helpful  tool. 
In  fact,  teachers  desire  evalua- 
tion. They  want  to  know  how 
they  are  doing.  Evaluation  can 
help  them  discover  their 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  how 
well  they  are  fulfilling  the  re- 
quirements for  teaching,  and 
how  well  the  Sunday  school  has 
fulfilled  its  promises  to  them. 
You  see,  evaluation  is  a  two- 
way  street.  Evaluation  affirms 
the  gifts  and  good  work  of 
teachers  and  also  reveals 
specific  areas  in  which  they  can 
concentrate  to  improve  their 
teaching  ministry. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

And  the  list  goes  on. 

Their  answers  speak  for 
themselves.  However,  one 
senses  that  much  is  buried 
beneath  their  feelings,  for  when 
asked,  "Do  you  feel  the  rela- 
tionship between  pastor  and 
laity  could  be  improved?"  an 
overwhelming  100  percent 
responded,  "Yes!" 

How  can  this  be  done?  you 
ask.  Well,  there  exists  a  great 
need  for  a  better  understanding 
of  role  expectancy  on  each 
part.  Ministers  have  a  job  and 
lay  leaders  also  have  a  job.  We 
will  consider  this  further  next 
week.  In  the  meanwhile,  con- 
sider how  you  help  your 
minister  fulfill  his  calling.  How 
could  a  better  relationship  be 
developed  between  you  and 
him?  (Let's  work  toward  that 
end. ) 

REVIVAL  TIME 

May  13-15 

Rains    Cross   Roads  Church, 
Route  1,  Kenly 
Time:  8  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Miles,  evange- 
list 

The  Rev.  Edmundo  Gon- 
zalez, pastor 

SEMINAR  PLANNED 
AT  ROSEBUD  CHURCH 

A  Leadership  Training 
Seminar  for  all  Sunday  school 
teachers,  officers,  and/or 
church  leaders  and  prospective 
workers  will  be  held  at  Rosebud 
Church,  located  on  Highway  301 
north  of  Wilson,  May  14-16, 
beginning  at  7:30  p.m.  each 
evening.  The  seminar  will  be 
taught  by  the  Rev.  David  C. 
Hansley,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Home  Missions  Board.  This 
seminar  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Rosebud  Church  Sunday 
School. 


THE  FOUR  IN  CHRIST  TO  SING 


The  Four  in  Christ  will  hold  a  revival  in  song  on  May  10, 11,  ai 
12,  at  Union  Chapel  Church  in  Plymouth.  Services  will  begin  ea 
night  at  8  p.m.  The  church  is  located  6  miles  south  of  Plymouth  <j 
Highway  32.  The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  join  in  the  fellowshij 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  YOUTH  GROUPS! 

The  State  Youth  Convention  is  just  a  few  days  away.  Last  ye] 
we  adopted  for  our  project  raising  funds  for  a  portable  stage  at  C 
lege  Hall,  the  projected  cost  of  which  is  $5,000.  Thus  far,  we  ha 
only  received  $3,659  towards  that  goal.  We  need  to  meet  tl 
challenge,  so  a  new  project  can  be  begun  after  this  Convention, 
groups  having  money  should  forward  this  to  me  as  soon  as  possibi 
Send  it  to  me  at  the  following  address:  Miss  Becky  Jo  Summ 
Route  4,  Box  410,  Ahoskie,  North  Carolina  27910.  (Checks  should 
made  payable  to  State  Youth  Convention  and  earmarked  for  t 
1983-84  youth  project. ) 

Below  you  find  a  chart  showing  recent  gifts: 


District 


Albemarle 
Cape  Fear 
Central 
Eastern 
Pee  Dee 
Piedmont 
Western 
Total 


Given 
1982-83 


$  160.00 
800.00 
1,075.00 

400.00 

1,710,70 
$4,145.70 


Given  for 
1983-84  project 
(softball  field - 
Cragmont) 

$  100.00 
1,300.00 
1,440.00 
150.00 
400.00 

474.25 


Given  i 
1984-85  (sta 

for  Mou 
Olive  Colleg 

$  330.1 
1,004. 
1,500.( 
25.1 
400J 

400.1 


$3,864.25 


$3,659. 


Add  to  1983-84  total  the  funds  from  the  film  drive -$3,132. 
gives  a  total  of  $6,996.62. 

Let's  do  our  best  and  surpass  our  goal. 

Becky  Jo  Sumi 
State  Youth  Chairm 
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Editorial  ■MHHHMHHHHMHMiHK 

Commitment  Would  Lessen  Stresf 

!  The  office  of  the  presidency  is  considered  the  most  higj 
pressured  in  the  world.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  perse 
who  holds  that  position  has  tremendous  burdens.  Sure,  cor 
plex  and  thorough  measures  are  taken  to  protect  and  tal 
pressures  off  the  president  so  he  can  run  the  affairs  of  sta 
more  effectively.  Precautions  are  taken  to  guard  him  again 
unnecessary  and  undue  strain. 

The  White  House,  when  used  correctly,  can  be  a  veritable  fortress,  not 
against  the  great  burdens  of  office,  but  against  the  daily  irritants  and 
frustrations  which  can  enervate  a  person  as  much  as  anything  .  .  .  [the 
president]  can  dwell  in  the  protective  layer  he  chooses,  moving  from 
total  loneliness  to  the  degree  of  exposure  he  wants  for  any  particular 
movement  .  .  .  (Life,  February  7,  1969). 

Also,  there  are  valets,  servants,  secretaries,  accountant 
chauffeurs,  planes,  and  homes  to  which  he  can  "retreat."  i 
the  demands  of  the  office  have  grown,  so  have  the  need  fi 
conveniences,  privacy  and  relief  from  "enervating"  details 

The  office  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  not  tt 
only  one  which  possesses  such  accommodations.  Leaders  i 
government— national,  state  and  local— professional  peopli 
corporation  executives  and  some  union  leaders  also  enjo 
such  benefits. 

But  clergymen— who  have  all  the  pressures  of  leadershi] 
planning,  administration,  writing,  speaking,  counseling,  con 
forting,  and  diplomacy— are  almost  totally  lacking  in  any  ( 
these  services.  Ministers  often  limp  along  with  little  or  n 
help— and  never  enough  time.  In  addition,  they  also  have  to  b 
concerned  with  a  car  (nearly  always  in  need  of  repair1 
maintenance  problems,  mowing  the  lawn,  preparing  ta 
forms,  and  the  drudgery  of  deciding  which  church  and  per 
sonal  bills  should  be  paid  out  of  a  too-small  income.  (Mosj 
male  church  members  would  not  even  consider  working  foj 
their  minister's  salary.)  These  stress  factors  are  enough  tj 
boggle  the  human  mind— but  to  them  add  problems  witlt 
church  members. 

Take,  for  example,  our  manners.  When  we  go  to  a  concers 
or  play,  we  don't  talk,  write  notes,  poke  people,  or  fall  asleep 
If  our  youngsters  misbehave,  we  are  embarrassed  and  punish 
ment  follows.  We  act  appropriately  at  weddings  and  funerals^ 

!  and  wait  somewhat  respectfully  in  doctors'  offices.  But  in  thej 
church— our  sanctuary  and  God's  house— anything  goes.  Peo> 
pie  talk  loudly  during  the  prelude  and  those  who  disapprove  m 
the  behavioral  problems  often  complicate  them,  and  the  Spirt 

|  is  quenched  once  more.  Little  respect  is  afforded  the  worship 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  the  Christ. 

The  manners  of  members  who  make  it  their  business  tc 
complicate  the  work  of  the  church  are  far  more  disturbing 

I   While  some  take  their  Christian  commitment  quite  seriously, 

|  others  see  church  membership  as  a  convenience ;  to  them  the 

I  Lord's  Day  is  observed  only  when  business  or  other  events  ol 
interest  do  not  interfere.  Many  of  these  same  people  magnify 

i  everything  that  goes  wrong  (by  their  standards?).  Perhaps 
they  feel  they  can  justify  their  own  behavior  if  they  feel  they 
can  direct  the  attention  of  others  from  themselves.  Whatever 
their  reason,  love  and  unity  are  seldom  promoted. 

I  (Continued  on  Page  14) 
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PLEASANT  GROVE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Serving  our  Lord  for  125  years. 


Pleasant  Grove  Chancel  Area 


leasant  Grove  Church  of 
yne  County  is  located  about 
i  mile  west  of  Pikeville.  The 
irch  was  organized  in  1859  by 
H.  Peele  who  was  appointed 
itor  in  1860.  Mr.  William 
le  gave  the  church  a  tract  of 
jd  consisting  of  acre  on 
feember  19,  1867.  Later,  in 
p,  the  church  bought  the 
jnty  school  property  of  one 
}e  and  the  school  building. 
I 

[he  first  converts  recorded  in 
>  church  records  were  W.  H. 
drews  and  his  wife,  Avie; 
pcy  Barnes;  and  Sarah  Mo- 
bo.  Several  descendents  of 
pe  first  converts  are  still 
jmbers  of  Pleasant  Grove. 

!hurch  rules  were  stricter  at 
it  than  now.  For  example,  if 
member  missed  three 
Sirterly  meetings  in  succes- 
i  that  member  was  excom- 
nicated.  In  the  earlier  days, 
irterly    conferences  were 
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held  on  Saturday  with  services 
in  the  morning  and  "dinner  on 
the  grounds,"  followed  by  the 
business  session  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Many  changes  have  taken 
place  at  Pleasant  Grove; 
however,  the  main  sanctuary 
of  the  church  is  still  located  in 
the  original  building.  Lamps 
were  used  to  light  the  church 
until  1925,  when  carbide  lights 
were  installed.  Electric  lights 
were  added  in  1937.  Hitching 
posts  were  erected  in  1917,  for 
the  convenience  of  horseback 
riding  churchgoers. 

In  1910,  a  pedal-type  organ 
was  purchased  and  became  a 
real  asset  to  the  church.  Miss 
Ora  Vail  and  Miss  Sudie 
Thomas  were  our  first 
organists.  Of  course,  now  a 
piano,  organ,  and  many 
talented  musicians  are  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  worship  ser- 
vices. Music  has  always  been 


important  to  our  people,  and 
five  choirs  (Adult,  Men's, 
Pleasant  Grove  Singers,  King's 
Children,  and  Youth  Choir), 
several  talented  music  direc- 
tors, and  a  music-loving  con- 
gregation insure  that  the  songs 
of  praise  will  always  be  heard 
in  the  community. 

In  1928,  the  church  lost  the 
school  building  to  fire.  It  was 
used  by  tenants  to  store  crops 
at  the  time  it  burned. 

Pleasant  Grove  needed  to  be 
enlarged  for  Sunday  school  due 
to  continued  growth.  In  1935, 
four  new  rooms  were  added 
with  space  for  the  Men's  Bible 
Class  in  the  middle  of  the  addi- 
tion. A  beautiful  memorial  win- 
dow and  baptistry  now  occupy 
that  space. 

Tragedy  struck  our  church  in 
1939,  when  the  Rev.  S.  H. 
Styron,  the  pastor,  passed 
away.  Difficulty  came  in  two 
ways  in  1946,  as  a  result  of 
another  misfortune.  The 
church  secretary,  Mrs.  Mildred 
Talton,  lost  her  home  to  a  fire 
and  along  with  her  home, 
church  records  for  the  years 
1939-1946  were  destroyed. 

The  old  windows  of  the 
church  were  replaced  in  1952, 
with  stained  memorial  win- 
dows in  the  same  frames  of  the 
original  windows.  That  same 
year,  celotex  was  put  overhead, 
new  oil  heaters  replaced  the  old 
stoves  and  the  center  support 
post  in  the  sanctuary  that  was  a 
part  of  the  original  building 
was  removed.  Pleasant  Grove 
Sunday  school  began  to 
outgrow  its  existing  space,  so  in 
1954,  two  class  rooms  were 
added,  two  restrooms  were  con- 
structed, and  new  carpet  was 
installed  in  the  sanctuary.  In 

1958,  half-time  services  were 
begun  and  pulpit  furniture  was 
purchased.  A  new  look  was 
needed  for  the  church,  so  in 

1959,  money  was  donated  along 
with  brick  to  enclose  the  out- 
side of  the  church. 

The  church  was  now  ready  to 
go  full-time,  but  we  did  not  own 

(Turn  the  Page) 


a  parsonage.  In  1967,  we  pur- 
chased a  brick  home  in 
Pikeville  which  still  serves  as 
our  pastor's  home.  In  1974,  we 
built  five  more  Sunday  school 
rooms,  renovated  the  sanc- 
tuary and  had  our  church 
records  microfilmed  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Air  conditioner 
units  were  installed,  and  in  Oc- 
tober 1976,  the  steeple  was 
removed  because  of  leaks  that 
could  not  be  repaired.  To  make 
seating  more  comfortable  for 
the  congregation,  cushions  for 
the  pews  were  donated  in 
memory  and  honor  of  loved 
ones  in  1977,  and  new  songbooks 
were  purchased  in  1978.  Since 
1981,  a  ladies'  lounge  and  new 
restrooms  have  been  added; 
Bibles  for  the  pews  have  been 
donated,  and  at  the  parsonage 
office  a  new  copy  machine  and 
programmable  typewriter 
have  been  purchased.  The 
latest  addition  is  a  multi- 
channel sound  system  which 
greatly  enhances  the  quality  of 
our  tape  ministry  and  the 
musical  portions  of  the  worship 
services. 

Over  the  years  there  have 
been  many  dedicated  ministers 
that  have  served  the  "Mother 
Church  of  the  Western  Con- 
ference." Following  the  Rev. 
D.  H.  Peele  were  the  Revs. 
Joseph  Sauls  and  Daniel  Davis. 
Mr.  Davis  was  a  strong  leader 
in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  and  helped  to 
organize  several  churches  in 
the  state.  Other  ministers  to 
serve  Pleasant  Grove  have 
been  the  Revs.  J.  P.  Mozingo, 
C.  R.  Pierce,  Elder  Worley, 
P.  T.  Lucas,  W.  T.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  Valentine,  Charlie  Orton,  L. 
T.  Phillips,  W.  M.  Howell,  W.  E. 
Anderson,  W.  G.  Boykin,  B.  P. 
Parks,  S.  H.  Styron,  M.  E. 
Tyson,  Clifton  Rice,  R.  N.  Hin- 
nant,  Albert  Coats,  Bruce 
Dudley,  J.  B.  Starnes,  Joe 
Gerald,  James  Lupton,  Bobby 
Taylor,  and  currently,  Buddy 
Sasser. 

Much  more  could  be  said 
about   the    Sunday  school 
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(organized  in  1896),  the  Ladies 
Auxiliary  (organized  around 
1920),  the  Youth  Department 
(30-35  young  people  attend 
Cragmont  each  year),  the 
Layman's  League  Rest  Home 
services  and  Prayer  Breakfast, 
etc.  but  rather  than  seek  the 
praises  of  men,  we  wish  to  give 
all  praise  and  honor  to  God. 
Prayer,  dedication  on  the  part 
of  the  members  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  and  the  grace  of 
God  have  made  possible  these 
125  years  of  service  to  the 
Kingdom.  As  we  look  for  the 
early  return  of  Jesus  Christ,  it 
is  our  desire  to  do  more  for  the 
growth  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
while  we  are  able.  Pray  for  us 
and  God  bless  you. 

(Information  compiled  from  church 
records,  Sunday  school  and  Auxiliary 
records,  Wayne  County  Courthouse 
records,  and  personal  knowledge  by  the 
church  historian,  Mrs.  Cora  Roberts.) 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
May  19  and  20,  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  will 
celebrate  its  125th  anniversary. 
Activities  will  begin  during  the 
mid-afternoon  on  Saturday  and 
will  consist  of  games  and  pro- 
grams for  the  youth  of  the 
church,  followed  by  a  wiener 
roast.  The  Saturday  evening 
program  will  include  much  of 
the  talent  from  within  the 
church  congregation  as  well  as 
brief  messages  from  some  of 
the  former  pastors  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church.  This  service  will 
begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

On  Sunday,  May  20,  the 
church  will  celebrate  its  an- 
niversary with  an  "old- 
fashioned"  worship  service. 
Many  members  will  be  dressed 
in  outfits  that  remind  us  of  the 
"good  ole  days."  The  tradi- 
tional old-fashioned  dinner-on- 
the-grounds  will  follow  the 
morning  worship  service. 

The  church  is  located  1% 
miles  west  of  Pikeville  on  state 
road  1002.  Come  and  join  in 
these  activities;  it's  going  to  be 
a  great  time  of  fellowship  with 
old  friends  and  the  Lord. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

Horton  Road  Mission 
To  Have  Dedication 

The  Horton  Road  Free !  I 
Baptist  Mission  (form/* 
Faith  Mission  of  Durham)  I 
have  a  dedication  of  its  | 
building  at  1315  Horton  Rip 
Durham,  North  Carolina,! 
Saturday,  May  19,  at  2:30  w 
The  special  guest  speaker  I 
be  the  Rev.  Noah  Brown,  pa  o 
of  Saints  Delight  Church,  ll 
Bern,  North  Carolina.  He  I 
former  home  missionary. 

Little  Creek  Church 

To  Have  Old-Fashioned  Da; 

Little  Creek  Church,  Roulp 
Ayden,  will  have  Cj 
Fashioned  Day,  Sunday,  I 
20,  beginning  with  the  11  a 
worship  service.  Dinner  I 
consist  of  old-fashioned  fo<jj 
followed  by  special  singing 
the  afternoon. 

The  public  is  invited.  *J 
Rev.  Frank  Flowers  is  past* 

REVIVAL  TIME  \ 
May  14-18 

First  Church,  St.  Cloud,  Floii 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.   Elzie  Frai 
evangelist 

May  21-25 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Rout( 
Elm  City 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Durhi 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Clarence  Harjs 
pastor 
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NOTICE 

The  Woman's  Auxiliar 
Conference  scheduled  fo 
August  6-11  at  Cragmon 
Assembly  is  filled.  Thos' 
who  have  not  registeret 
and  wish  to  do  so  shouL 
note  that  there  are  a  fev 
openings  for  the  Augus 
13-18  conference.  Contac 
should  be  made  as  soon  a 
possible  with  Mrs.  Alia 
Barrow,  conference 
registrar. 
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[Itiildren's  Home 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 
BEGAN  IN  1915 

tie  following  article  was  printed  in 
^Spring  Hope  Enterprises  on  Thurs- 
H,  April  12,  1984.  The  Spring  Hope 
frierprise  is  printed  in  Spring  Hope, 
Iijth  Carolina,  just  a  few  miles  from 
hjchildren's  Home. 

L     By  Annie  Pearl  Brantley, 
A  Spring  Hope  historian 

I hi  September  of  1915,  the 
Jiginal  Free  Will  Baptist 
[lurch  of  North  Carolina 
>|dged  itself  to  building  a 
lid-care  facility.  A  Board  of 
[iistees  was  appointed  to 
\pn  a  search  for  a  location, 
ifter  visiting  several  sites 
kiich  had  been  offered,  the 
lard  in  1916,  accepted  a 
kcre  gift  of  land  from  Mr. 
In  B.  Deans  and  his  wife,  Sal- 
;  Valentine  Deans.  This  land 
Is  two  miles  north  of  Mid- 
\Ssex  in  southern  Nash  County 
id  contained  one  frame 
lilding  and  several  small 
;-m  buildings.  By  early  1917, 
nilding  plans  had  been  made 
id  enough  money  raised  and 
fcdged  to  begin  building. 
The  first  building  had  three 
>ries  and  a  full  basement  with 
large  rooms.  The  basement 
ntained  the  kitchen,  dining 
11,  and  laundry.  The  ground 
>or  housed  the  main  office, 
ijapel,  and  employees'  rooms, 
ie  girls  and  a  matron  oc- 
ipied  the  second  floor  and  the 
ys  had  the  third  floor.  A  utili- 
f building  was  erected  nearby, 
ie  utility  building,  along  with 
I  original  frame  building, 
ould  house  all  departments 
^til  a  boys'  dormitory  could  be 
lilt  in  1925. 

Qn  May  23,  1920,  only  five 
tars  after  the  decision  to  build 
home  had  been  made,  the 
rst  four  children  were  ad- 
itted. 

The  number  of  applications 
us  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
lildren  made  it  apparent  that 
iditional  land  and  buildings 
ere  required.  More  land  was 
archased   and   by   1925,  a 


16-room,  two-story  Boys' 
Dormitory  was  completed.  By 
1940,  the  Central  Dining  Hall 
was  built  and  the  '50s  found 
four  new  cottages,  Memorial 
Chapel,  laundry  buildings, 
superintendent's  home,  and  a 
new  administration  building, 
the  French  Broad  Building, 
completed. 

During  the  '60s,  a  swimming 
pool,  large  boys'  cottage,  and 
a  one-family  dwelling  were 
added.  At  this  point  the  Home 
was  well  equipped  for  100 
children;  and  the  physical 
plant  was  valued  at  approx- 
imately $600,000. 

Children  were  admitted 
through  sponsorship  of  a 
church.  Those  admitted  were 
children  with  one  or  both 
parents  deceased.  Sometimes 
entire  families  entered  and  the 
siblings  remained  a  family. 
Normally,  children  under  the 
age  of  three  were  not  admitted. 
The  sponsoring  church  usually 
furnished  the  child's  basic 
clothing  and  necessities. 

The  children  all  worked  at 
assigned  chores.  The  girls  did 
the  cooking,  canning,  cleaning, 
washing,  and  sewing,  while  the 
boys  tended  the  garden  and  did 
the  farm  work.  They  fed  cows, 
pigs,  chickens,  and  did  the 
milking.  It  was  a  total 
cooperative  effort. 

The  children  attended  school 
grades  1-7  at  the  Home  for  half 
the  day.  They  were  taught  by 
teachers  living  at  the  Home. 
They  entered  the  eighth  grade 
at  Middlesex  and  finished 
public  school  there.  At  home, 
they  had  supervised  study  hall 
each  night. 

At  meal  time  they  all 
marched  to  their  seats  and 
stood  behind  their  chairs  until 
the  blessing  had  been  asked, 
then  sat  and  no  conversation 
was  allowed  while  eating.  After 
the  meal,  the  boys  marched 
back  to  their  building  and  the 
girls  to  their  areas. 

The  children  were  not  al- 
lowed to  attend  ballgames  or 


other  events  off  campus.  They 
made  their  own  entertainment 
on  weekends  and  attended  Sun- 
day school  and  church  on  cam- 
pus. A  choir  was  formed  and 
traveled  over  the  state  singing 
in  churches  and  receiving  ac- 
claim for  their  performances. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Powell,  a  Middlesex 
physician,  came  to  the  Home 
when  medical  services  were 
needed. 

From  1920  through  the  '60s 
the  Home  and  the  community 
often  worked  as  one  large  fami- 
ly. Neighbors  helped  with  the 
construction  of  the  buildings, 
repair  work,  hog  killings,  and 
canning  in  the  summer. 
Whenever  there  was  need,  the 
community  gave  of  itself. 

Society  was  reflected  in  the 
changes  of  the  '70s.  The  Home 
was  converted  to  family-style 
living  in  the  six  cottages.  There 
were  12  children  to  a  cottage, 
thereby  providing  for  72 
children.  Each  cottage  was 
equipped  with  kitchen  and  laun- 
dry facilities.  Friends  provided 
the  cottages  with  T.V.  sets. 
Each  cottage  housemother 
assigned  the  children  their 
chores  on  a  rotating  basis.  By 
now,  education  was  totally  in 
the  public  school  system  and 
the  students'  privileges 
reflected  those  outside  the 
Home. 

There  were  additional  new 
buildings  and  other  im- 
provements made.  The  dwell- 
ings, the  office,  and  church 
were  air-conditioned;  tennis 
and  basketball  courts  con- 
structed; a  Recreation  Center 
provided;  and  one  cottage  con- 
verted into  an  Education 
Center. 

In  1974,  the  Department  of 
Family  Services  was  estab- 
lished and  the  Home  was  li- 
censed in  1975  to  care  for  72 
school-age  children.  This 
license  was  not  required  by  the 
state,  but  by  having  it  the  Home 
could  provide  better  care. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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A  Department  of  Recreation 
was  also  formed  in  1975  and  a 
director  was  appointed  from 
the  staff.  A  Foster  Homes  Pro- 
gram began  in  1976,  and  a 
Director  for  this  program  was 
added.  This  program  provided 
for  the  care  of  preschool 
children  who  had  only  been  ad- 
mitted previously  under  special 
circumstances,  such  as  not 
separating  a  family. 

Renovations  and  acquiring 
land  have  continued.  In  May  of 
1977,  an  addition  of  great  pride 
was  made  when  a  large  steeple 
was  added  to  the  Memorial 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

Today  the  Home  owns  over 
400  acres  and  the  physical  plant 
is  valued  at  more  than  $1 
million. 

Modern  medicine,  a  decrease 
in  family  size,  and  an  absence 
of  war  have  helped  lower  the 
number  of  children  needing 
care  in  the  late  '70s.  As  a  result 
unused  buildings  were  utilized 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  the 
farm  was  leased  in  order  to 
realize  a  profit. 

Today  there  are  30  children  in 
the  Home.  In  1982,  55  children 
were  served  and  29  discharged. 
A  short-term  child  usually 
stays  6-18  months.  A  long-term 
child  stays  around  three  years. 

Since  May  23, 1920,  more  than 
760  children  have  lived  at  the 
Home  with  a  knowledge  of 
security,  stability,  and  hope. 
Some  have  attended  college. 
The  Home  graduates  have  done 
well  with  many  outstanding 
community  leaders  among 
them. 


CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Union  Chapel  Church,  seven 
miles  south  of  Plymouth,  on 
Highway  32,  will  be  in  need  of  a 
full-time  pastor  on  July  1.  A 
parsonage  is  provided.  Any 
minister  who  is  interested, 
please  contact  Dallas  Boyd, 
Route  1,  Box  300,  Plymouth,  NC 
27962;  or  phone,  793-5213. 


Woman's  Auxiliary | 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTIO) 
Treasurer's  Report,  End  of  Fourth  Quarter,  April  30,  1984;  i 

Balance  Brought  Forward,  February  1, 1984 

Receipts 


General  Fund 
Contributions 
Per  Capita  Dues 
Interest 

Promotional  Fund  (CSF) 

Life  Award  Fees 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  Receipts 
Total  for  Which  to  Account 

Convention  Expenses  and  Alloca- 
tions 

Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  Disbursed 

Balance  to  Account  for,  April  30, 
1984 

Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Com- 
pany (checking) 

Mount  Olive  College  Bonds 
Total 


20.00 
783.42 
238.09 
187.73 

90.00 


Disbursements 


1,319.24 
16,462.59 


$  1,401.60 
16,462.59 


Summary 


$  2,692.13 
3,000,00 
$  5,692.13 


Home  Missions  (State  Project) 
Foreign  Missions 

General  Fund 

Mexico 

Palawan  Library 

Press  Building  in  Philippines 

India  Pastor 

Bibles  for  India 

Fred  Baker 

Telethon 

State  Project  (Missionary 
Wives) 
Mount  Olive  College 

General  Fund 

Alice  Lupton  Scholarship 

Anna  Phillips  Student  Aid 

Chairs  for  College  Hall 

Bleachers  for  College  Hall 

State  Project  (Dishwasher) 
Children's  Home 

General  Fund  (State  Project) 

Child  to  Cragmont 

Music  Lessons 

Church  Repair 
Supe  rannuation 
Cragmont  Assembly 
Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 
Life  Award  Fees  (Children's  Home) 
Central  Conference  Missions 
♦Christian  Service  Fund 

Missions 

Mount  Olive  College 
Children's  Home 
Cragmont 
Superannuation 
Retirement  Homes 
TOTAL 

*10  percent  retained  for  promotional 
(see  receipts  $187.73) 


Denominational  Enterprise  Report 

ITEMIZE     RECEIVED  DISBUR! 

$  1,968.60         $  1,9ft 


48.90 
325.00 
45.00 
155.00 
40.00 
30.00 
63.62 
50.00 

2,165.19 

86.30 
22.00 
300.50 
875.00 
100.00 
1,570.34 

2,367.99 
65.00 
30.00 
25.00 


2,922.71 


2,954.14 


2,487.99 
919.90 
1,582.37 
1,522.25 
225.00 
190.00 


375.48 
375.47 
281.60 
281.60 
187.74 
187.74 


1,689.63 
$16,462.59 


Respectfully  submitt 
Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sas 
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[Foreign  Missions 


O  HAPPY  DAY! 


ave  you  ever  sensed  that 
ft  were  watching  history  take 
Ice?  More  importantly,  have 
ft  ever  realized  that  you  were 
ipally  participating  in  the 
iking,  not  only  of  history,  but 
p  of  the  future?  Think  about 
or  a  while. 

Ve  were  recently  thrilled  by 
knowledge  that  we  had  been 
awed  to  take  part  in  such  a 
:ring  event.  Let  me  share  it 
<h  you. 

[t  all  began  early  on  the 
Irning  of  March  19,  1984.  On 
t  particular  Monday  morn- 
[  things  began  as  usual.  Up 

5  a.m.,  breakfast  by  5:30, 
s  on  the  bus  by  6:15.  Then, 
[  routine  changed.  Jackie 
i  I  drove  off  into  the  new  day 
irards  the  Manila  Interna- 
nal  Airport.  Something  near 

excitement  gripped  our 
arts.  Anyone  observing  us 
uld  have  thought  we  were  in 
\  midst  of  some  nervous 
leal. 

rhen  we  arrived.  After  park- 
\  the  borrowed  Ford  truck  in 
;  parking  lot  we  ascended  the 
lirs  to  the  arrival  area.  It  was 
L5  a.m.  Once  inside  the  ar- 
al  area  we  focused  our  atten- 
n  on  the  flight  schedule 
shing  on  the  wall  monitor, 
lere   it   was!  Philippine 


Airlines  flight  107  was  just  land- 
ing. 

We  turned  to  another  monitor 
and  watched  as  the  off-loading 
passengers  made  their  way  to 
the  custom's  desk.  Within 
minutes  the  frame  of  a  large 
man  (by  Filipino  standards) 
and  those  of  three  others  ap- 
peared on  the  screen.  Excite- 
ment mounted. 

They  were  here!  They  had 
made  it!  Our  prayers,  and  the 
prayers  of  countless  others, 
were  at  that  very  moment  be- 
ing fulfilled.  History  was  being 
made.  The  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  now  had 
three  missionary  families  in 
the  Philippines  at  the  same 
time. 

Well,  you've  guessed  by  now 
that  I  have  been  referring  to  the 
arrival  of  the  van  der  Plas 
family.  Willem,  Lydia, 
Carolina,  and  Dirk  were  met  by 
us,  Charles  and  Jackie  Bar- 
nard, at  the  airport.  And  this, 
just  two  years  and  four  days 
after  our  own  arrival  in  the 
Philippines. 

The  following  days  were 
filled  with  visa  applications, 
cultural  orientation,  and  much 
talking,  and  much  more  sleep- 
ing. After  nine  days  in  Manila 


we  accompanied  them  to 
Palawan.  There,  they  were 
given  a  royal  welcome.  Many  of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  met 
them  on  the  tarmac  with 
garlands  of  flowers  and  a 
beautiful  welcome  banner.  This 
was  followed  by  a  welcome 
meal  and  program. 

The  arrival  of  the  van  der 
Plas  family  on  Palawan  is  full 
of  meaning.  Three  missionary 
families  met  together  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  missionary  work 
there.  Their  presence  makes 
our  vision  for  tomorrow  seem 
much  surer  and  more  accessi- 
ble. And,  their  presence  is 
evidence  of  a  growing  concern 
and  involvement  of  North 
Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists  for 
world  missions.  The  future 
looks  bright. 

In  late  April,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  director  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions and  founding  missionary 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Philippines,  joined  us  for  our 
12th  Annual  Convention  and 
Pastors'  Conference.  Think  of 
it,  four  missionary  families 
represented.  And,  that's  not 
all! 

In  June,  we  will  have  our  first 
summer  missionary  in  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Phil  Shepard. 
Others  have  expressed  interest 
in  serving  Christ  on  the  Philip- 
pine field.  God  is  at  work! 
Prayers  are  being  answered! 
Dreams  are  becoming  reality! 

We,  the  Barnards  and  the 
Bakers,  look  upon  the  recent 
arrival  of  the  van  der  Plas 
family  as  a  significant 
milestone.  We  are  genuinely 
excited  about  the  possibilities 
that  their  presence  affords. 

Please  join  us  in  lifting  our 
voices  in  praise  to  God  for  this 
family.  Do  not  forget  to  lift 
them  up  through  prayer  and 
through  written  corre- 
spondence as  often  as  you  can. 

From  all  of  us  to  all  of  you, 
THANKS! 

Charles  Barnard 
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Mount  Olive  College! 

Endowment  of  the  Week 


BARROW  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT 


Members  of  the  Rev.  N.  B.  Barrow  family  of  Snow  Hill:  (left  to  right)  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  N.  B.  Barrow,  Mrs.  Lois  (Donald)  Morris,  Lake  City,  South  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Miriam  (Gerald)  Lamm,  Kenly,  North  Carolina;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Jane)  Kelser 
Gainey  of  Havelock  and  their  son  (center),  John,  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
(Picture  made  in  front  of  Rodgers  Chapel,  Mount  Olive  College,  following  the  1983 
Founders  Day  service  at  which  Mr.  Barrow  was  the  speaker.)  Not  present  was  a 
son,  Nigle  B.  (Tex)  Barrow  Jr.  of  Raleigh. 


The  Barrow  Endowment  had 
its  beginning  in  late  1980,  under 
the  leadership  of  Nigle  B. 
"Tex"  Barrow  Jr.  of  Raleigh. 
He  envisioned  the  Endowment 
as  being  in  honor  of  his  parents, 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  N.  Bruce 
Barrow  of  Snow  Hill,  and  other 
descendents  of  the  late  John 
Owen  Barrow  and  his  wife,  Ida 
Harrison  Barrow. 

Initial  gifts  to  the  Endow- 
ment came  from  the  Barrow 
Family.  In  May,  1981,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barrow  were  honored  in  a 
special  service  at  Hull  Road 
Church,  Snow  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  for  "fifty  years  of 
faithful  service  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Denomination,"  and  at 
this  service  many  churches  and 
friends  made  gifts  to  the  En- 
dowment in  their  honor.  Since 
the  Fund  was  established,  it 
has  also  received  gifts  in  honor 
and  in  memory  of  various 
members  of  the  Barrow  Fami- 
ly. A  recent  bequest  was  from 


the  estate  of  Mrs.  Viola  (R.  G.) 
Turnage,  sister  to  Mr.  Barrow. 

The  long-range  designation  of 
the  Endowment  has  been  left 
open  to  the  possible  view  of  a 
"Church  History  Chair,"  but  in 
the  meanwhile  income  is 
available  to  the  College  for  lec- 
tures or  scholarships  related  to 
the  history  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  or  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collec- 
tion. 

The  Barrows  have  been 
closely  associated  with  Mount 
Olive  College  from  its  begin- 
ning. Mr.  Barrow  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Trustees  (1953-55)  and  Mrs. 
Barrow,  a  trustee  since  1970,  is 
Chairman  of  the  Student  Af- 
fairs Committee  of  the  Board. 
Two  of  their  four  children,  Mrs. 
Jane  B.  (Kesler)  Gainey,  a 
public  school  teacher  in 
Havelock,  and  N.  B.  Barrow 
Jr.,  an  attorney  in  Raleigh,  are 


graduates  of  Mount  Olive  C-l 
lege.  J 

Denominational  services  / 
Mr.  Barrow  have  included  t 
Free  Will  Baptist  Childrer 
Home,  manager  of  the  Fr 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundatio 
moderator  of  the  Nation 
Association  of  Free  Will  Ba 
tists,  president  of  the  Nor 
Carolina  and  Texas  State  Co 
ventions,  moderator  ai 
member  of  the  Ordaining  Cou 
cil  of  the  Central  Conferenc 
Currently  Mr.  Barrow  is  ser 
ing  as  pastor  of  Piney  Gro1 
Church  in  Duplin  County.  I 
has  been  listed  in  Who's  Who 
America. 

Mrs.  Barrow,  the  forrm 
Alice  Herget  of  Cincinna 
Ohio,  is  a  close  associate  of  hi 
husband  in  his  ministeri' 
work.  Her  personal  servia 
have  included  president  of  tl 
State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Co, 
vention,  editor  of  the  auxiliai 
yearbook  of  worship,  Devotio 
and  registrar  of  the  a: 
nual  Woman's  Conference  ; 
Cragmont. 

DR.  MERCER  TO 
WRITE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  QUARTERLIES 

Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  profess 
of  religion,  has  been  comm: 
sioned  to  write  Sunday  schc 
quarterlies  for  the  Free  W 
Baptist  Press. 

Dr.  Mercer  is  in  the  proce 
of  writing  Sunday  scho 
materials  which  will  I 
published  in  The  Advance 
The  Young  Adults'  and  Tl 
High  School  quarterlies  for  uij 
during  winter  1984-85. 

A  graduate  of  the  Universi! 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chap 
Hill,  Dr.  Mercer  also  a 
tended  Southeastern  Baptis 
Theological  Seminary,  Wali 
Forest;  and  Florida  Stat 
University,  Tallahassei 
Florida.  Dr.  Mercer  earned  h 
doctorate  in  1983  from  FSU.  E 
has  taught  religion  at  Moui 
Olive  College  since  1981. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


STUDENTS  STUDY  SEA  LIFE 


The  Mount  Olive  College  Zoology  class  and  the  Henderson 
llence  Club  recently  participated  in  the  annual  Science  Depart- 
;nt  field  trip.  Professors  Lorelle  Martin  and  Willis  Brown  ar- 
iged  the  trip  to  the  Duke  University  Marine  Lab  in  Beaufort. 

Part  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  boat,  "The  First  Mate,"  where 
idents  studied  sea  life  dredged  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  Pic- 
red  are  Cecil  Blackmon  (left)  and  Professor  Brown.  Blackmon  is 
jstor  of  Long  Ridge  Church,  Duplin  County,  and  a  student  at 
>unt  Olive  College. 


EMPLOYMENT  VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Position:  Director  of  Counseling 
Services 

Position  Available:  June  18,  1984 

Duties:  The  Director  of  Counsel- 
ing Services  is  responsible  for 
the  College's  total  counseling 
program,  including  academic 
and  career  counseling  for 
all  students.  The  director  also 
administers  the  Orientation 
Program. 

Qualifications:  Master's  Degree 
in  counseling  required,  doc- 
torate and  some  experience  in 
a  college  setting  preferred. 

Salary:  Open 

Application  Deadline:  Letters  of 
application,  resume  and  three 
letters  of  reference  must  be 
sent  by  May  29  to:  Dr.  J. 
Thomas  Johnson,  Vice  Presi- 
dent for  Student  Affairs,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365. 


MRS.  AGNES  CORBITT 
HONORED 


tfrs.  Agnes  Corbitt,  Mrs.  Deanye 
>ms 

It  was  Woman's  Auxiliary 
ay,  April  8,  1984,  at  Union 
rove  Church,  Route  2,  Fre- 
ont.  The  ladies  were  in 
targe  of  all  services  for  the 
ty  except  for  the  sermons 
lich  were  delivered  by  the 
tstor,  the  Rev.  Ray  Taylor. 
The  auxiliary  members  sang 
the  choir,  rendered  special 
usic  and  served  as  ushers. 


During  the  morning  service 
special  recognition  was  given 
to  our  auxiliary  president.  The 
lady  whom  we  honored  moved 
to  our  community  and  became 
a  member  of  our  church  about 
twenty-five  years  ago.  She  has 
been  a  faithful,  dedicated  per- 
son to  her  church  and  com- 
munity for  many  years,  always 
willing  to  do  what  she  could  for 
her  Lord,  her  church  and 
fellowman. 

She  has  been  an  outstanding 
worker  in  many  activities. 
Among  her  many  duties  include 
Woman's  Auxiliary  president, 
teaching  the  Young  Adult 
Class,  being  a  deacon's  wife, 
helping  to  plan  fellowship  sup- 
pers for  new  church  members, 
planning  suppers  and  enter- 
tainment for  senior  citizens,  a 
member  of  the  church  choir 
and  several  times  has  been 
asked  to  conduct  prayer 
meetings. 

She  is  a  devoted  wife, 
mother,  and  grandmother.  Her 


husband  depends  on  her  to  help 
with  the  farm  chores,  run  er- 
rands, and  keep  his  books. 
Sometimes  these  things  in- 
terfere with  the  yard  work; 
and  she  does  like  to  mow  grass 
and  plant  and  attend  to  her 
flowers.  That  is  where  she  gets 
her  recreation  and  relaxation. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Farm 
Bureau  (Wayne  County)  Aux- 
iliary and  the  Extension 
Homemakers  Club  and  holds 
offices  in  both. 

With  all  these  activities  and 
her  deep  commitment  to  her 
family  and  neighbors  she  is 
always  ready  to  share  her  time, 
her  flowers,  vegetables  from 
the  garden  and  to  help  when 
and  where  she  is  needed.  She 
even  shares  her  husband  with 
the  old  folks  down  the  road  to 
help  them  with  some  of  the 
chores  they  cannot  do  for 
themselves. 

This  honoree  is  Mrs.  Agnes 
Corbitt.  Mrs.  Deanye  Morris, 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Family  Devotional 


SUNDAY, 
MAY 


20 


Scripture  Reading  — 1  Chronicles  27-29 

THE  RADIANCE  OF  HIS  PRESENCE 
I  remember  reading  years  ago  a  simple 
story  of  an  old  violinist.  He  was  poor,  but 
possessed  an  instrument  which  never  failed  to 
charm  by  its  soothing  mellowness.  Played  as  he 
could  play,  it  never  failed  to  awaken  responsive 
chords  in  the  heart!  Asked  to  explain  its  charm, 
he  would  hold  out  his  violin  and,  tenderly  caress- 
ing its  graceful  curves,  say:  "Ah,  a  great  deal  of 
sunshine  must  have  gone  into  this  wood,  and 
what  has  gone  in  comes  out." 

How  much  of  God's  sunshine  has  entered 
your  life?  How  much  time  have  you  spent  in  the 
radiance  of  His  presence?  It  is  only  too  true  of  all 
of  us  that  if  more  of  God's  radiance  had  entered 
into  our  souls  we  should  be  better  able  to  radiate 
peace  and  hope  to  the  crowds  around  us. 


Alone  with  God,  in  quiet  peace, 
From  earthly  cares  I  find  release; 
New  strength  I  borrow  for  each  day 
As  there  with  God,  I  stop  to  pray. 


MONDAY, 
MAY 


21 


Scripture  Reading  — 2  Chronicles  1-3 

LISTENING 
I  once  heard  Dr.  A.  T.  Pierson  say  that  he 
called  upon  a  clergyman  who  was  laid  on  his 
back  for  six  months.  The  doctor  said  to  his 
friend,  "You  are  a  very  busy  man.  It  may  be  that 
God  had  something  to  say  to  you,  but  you  are  too 
busy  to  listen,  so  God  had  to  lay  you  on  your 
back,  that  you  might  hear  His  voice  and  receive 
His  message." 

As  he  was  leaving  the  house  it  struck  Dr. 
Pierson  that  he  himself  was  a  very  busy  man, 
and  did  not  give  much  time  to  listening  for  the 
voice  of  God.  So  he  determined  to  practice  what 
he  had  preached.  "And  from  that  time,"  said  he, 
"I  have  sat  at  the  close  of  each  day  for  an  hour  in 
the  quiet  of  my  study— not  to  speak  to  God,  but  to 
listen  to  what  God  has  to  say  to  me,  and  to  lay  the 
day's  life  and  work  open  to  the  gaze  of  God." 


Alone  with  God,  my  sins  confess'd 
He  speaks  in  mercy,  I  am  blest. 
I  know  the  kiss  of  pardon  free, 
I  talk  to  God,  He  talks  to  me. 


TUESDAY,  *o 
MAY  ^ 


Scripture  Reading  — 2  Chronicles  4-6 
QUIETNESS 
Around  the  great  issues  of  life  there's 
quietness.  Silence  characterizes  the  highestjn 
art,  and  the  deepest  in  nature.  The  sur'n 
spiritual  search  is  made  in  silence.  Moi 
learned  in  Midian,  and  Paul  in  Arabia,  w]|J 
would  have  eluded  them  in  the  busy  hauntsi 
men. 

Silence  reaches  beyond  words.  The  high 
point  in  drama  is  silence.  The  most  valid  er 
tions  do  not  cry  aloud.  The  most  effective  repn 
is  not  a  tongue  lashing.  The  most  poignant  gril 
is  not  expressed  in  loud  shriekings.  The  sincere 
sympathy  is  not  noisy.  The  best  preparation  ;i 
an  emergency  is  quietness.  It  is  the  highest  dijj 
to  play  "The  Still,"  and  every  man's  duty  to 
main  perfectly  quiet  for  a  moment,  collecting  \ 
senses  in  preparation  for  intelligent  action.  Tji 
best  proof  of  greatness  is  silence.  The  gn: 
engine  is  almost  noiseless,  but  the  cheap  mot 
is  a  "rattletrap." 

The  best  proof  of  confidence  is  silence.  1 
man  who  is  confident  of  his  position  does  id 
strive  nor  cry  aloud,  nor  try  to  expki 
everything. 


In  quietness  and  in  confidence  shall  be  yo< 
strength. 


WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 


23 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  7-9 

RELIGION  ON  THE  RUN 
In  the  middle  of  the  track  of  a  transcon 
nental  railroad  at  a  certain  point  in  Ohio,  there; 
a  metal  trough.  It  runs  along  for  a  quarter  oil 
mile  or  more.  It  is  kept  filled  with  watf, 
Through  trains  as  they  rush  along  do  not  stop  I 
water  tanks  to  take  on  water.  When  they  real 
the  place  where  the  water  trough  is,  the  firemj] 
presses  a  lever  which  drops  a  scoop  from  the  m 
torn  of  the  tank  and  takes  up  the  water  as  t;i 
train  keeps  going.  No  stop,  no  pause,  they  jvl 
keep  going  on  the  dead  run  and  scoop  up  t 
water.  Isn't  that  pretty  much  like  a  lot  of  fol 
try  to  do  with  their  religion,  scoop  it  up  on  t 
run?  They  haven't  time  for  their  soul's  neec 
They  are  too  busy.  "Take  time  to  be  holy,"  bi 
the  hymn.  Time  must  be  given  to  receive, 
hold,  and  to  increase  the  content  and  possess! 
of  true,  genuine,  living  religion  in  our  hearts  a: 
lives.  You  cannot  get  religion  on  the  run. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTI! 


Alone  with  God,  my  vision  clears 
I  see  my  guilt,  the  wasted  years 
I  plead  for  grace  to  walk  His  way 
And  live  for  Him,  from  day  to  day. 

'IHURSDAY,  24 
JAY 

sjripture  Reading  —  2  Chronicles  10-13 

"BE  STILL  AND  KNOW" 
How  can  God  give  us  visions  when  life  is 
ljirrying  at  a  precipitate  rate?  I  have  stood  in 
lie  National  Gallery  and  seen  people  gallop 
i  and  the  chamber  and  glance  at  Turner's  pic- 
(jre  in  the  space  of  five  minutes.  Surely  we 
ilight  say  to  such  trippers,  "Be  still  and  know 
'brner! "  Gaze  quietly  at  one  little  bit  of  cloud  or 
I  one  branch  or  at  one  wave  of  the  sea  or  at  one 
ily  of  the  drifting  moon.  "Be  still,  and  know 
irner."  But  God  has  difficulty  in  getting  us 
nil.  That  is  perhaps  why  he  has  sometimes 
mployed  the  ministry  of  dreams.  Men  have  had 
visions  in  the  night."  In  the  daytime  I  have  a 
livine  visitor  in  the  shape  of  some  worthy 
Itought  or  noble  impulse  or  hallowed  suggestion, 
pt  I  am  in  such  feverish  haste  that  I  do  not  heed 
and  pass  along.  I  do  not  "turn  aside  to  see  this 
t*eat  thing,"  and  so  I  lose  heavenly  vision.  If  I 
Itould  know  more  of  God,  I  must  relax  the  strain 
hd  moderate  the  pace.  I  must  be  "still." 


will  be  likely  to  consider  such  a  fact  as  a  high 
recommendation. 


Alone  with  God  no  sin  between 
His  lovely  face  so  plainly  seen; 
My  guilt  all  gone,  my  heart  at  rest 
With  Christ,  my  Lord,  my  soul  is  blest. 


FRIDAY, 
HAY 
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cripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  14-17 

HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED 
A  young  man  came  to  London  bearing  a  let- 
er  of  introduction  to  Baron  Rothschild  with  the 
equest  that  he  would  give  him  employment.  The 
reat  banker  received  him  warmly,  but  ex- 
ressed  his  regret  that  he  had  no  position  for 
im.  As  the  young  man  was  going,  the  baron  put 
n  his  hat  and  walked  along  with  him,  pointing 
ut  the  various  objects  of  interest.  Passing  the 
ank,  the  rich  man  went  in  to  transact  some 
usiness.  Afterward  the  young  man  applied  at 
hat  very  bank  for  work,  and  was  asked,  "Are 
ou  not  the  young  man  who  was  walking  with  the 
aron  this  morning?  Well,  you  were  in  good  com- 
any;  and  since  we  need  a  young  man,  we  will 
onsider  this  a  sufficient  recommendation."  To 
/alk  with  God  is  after  all  a  good  recommenda- 
ion.  And  when  men  of  the  world  have  need  of  a 
Christian's  services  in  sickness  or  death,  they 

'HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Lord  keep  my  life  alone  for  Thee; 
From  sin  and  self,  Lord,  set  me  free. 
And  when  no  more  this  earth  I  trod 
They'll  say,  "He  walked  alone  with  God. 


SATURDAY,  oa 
MAY 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  18-20 

CONSIDER  HIM 
When  the  storm  is  raging  high, 
When  the  tempest  rends  the  sky, 
When  my  eyes  with  tears  are  dim, 
Then,  my  soul,  "consider  Him." 

When  my  plans  are  in  the  dust, 
When  my  dearest  hopes  are  crushed, 
When  is  passed  each  foolish  whim, 
Then,  my  soul,  "consider  Him." 

When  with  dearest  friends  I  part, 
When  deep  sorrow  fills  my  heart, 
When  pain  racks  each  weary  limb, 
Then,  my  soul,  "consider  Him." 

When  I  track  my  weary  way, 
When  fresh  trials  come  each  day, 
When  my  faith  and  hope  are  dim, 
Then,  my  soul,  "consider  Him." 


Clouds  or  sunshine,  dark  or  bright, 
Evening  shades,  or  morning  light, 
When  my  cup  flows  o'er  the  brim, 
Then,  my  soul,  "consider  Him. " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  School  Lessor^ 


For  May  20 

BE  RESPONSIBLE 
TO  GOD 

Lesson   Text:    James  4:1-10, 
13-17 

Memory  Verse:  James  4:8 

A  group  of  rich  and 
fashionable  ladies  once  made 
arrangements  to  visit  a  coal 
mine.  When  they  arrived  for 
the  tour,  one  of  the  women  was 
wearing  an  expensive  white 
dress.  The  guide  spoke  to  her, 
suggesting  it  might  not  be  a 
good  idea  to  wear  such  a  dress 
into  the  mine.  The  woman 
responded  quite  haughtily  to 
the  man's  suggestion:  "My 
good  man,  I  will  wear  what  I 
choose  without  any  advice  from 
you.  You  can't  prevent  me  from 
wearing  it  down  there  if  I 
choose  to." 

"No,  Ma'am,"  replied  the 
guide,  "I  can't  prevent  you 
from  wearing  that  white  dress 
in,  but  I  can  assure  you  that 
there  are  many  things  down 
there  to  prevent  your  wearing  it 
back  out." 

Living  the  Christian  life  is 
rather  like  this.  Some  argue 
that  a  Christian  has  a  right  to 
go  any  place  he  wants  to,  and  in 
a  sense  that  is  true.  But  there 
are  some  places  that  a  Chris- 
tian cannot  go  without  running 
the  risk  of  moral  contamina- 
tion. James's  warning  is  still 
valid:  "Friendship  of  the  world 
is  enmity  with  God." 

James  began  Chapter  3  with 
some  sobering  advice  to  those 
who  would  be  teachers.  He  con- 
cluded the  chapter  by  en- 
couraging them  to  seek  the  true 
wisdom,  which  would  yield  a 
harvest  of  peace.  Of  course, 
this  advice  was  not  just  for 
teachers  alone,  but  for  all 
Christians  who  would  strive  for 
Christian  maturity. 

Chapter  3  ended  with  peace, 
but  Chapter  4  begins  with  war 
and  strife.  James  seems  to  be 
contrasting  the  ideal  condition 
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that  would  exist  if  all  men 
sought  divine  wisdom  with  the 
situation  that  actually  existed 
when  men  gave  way  to  lust  and 
greed. 

In  this  chapter  James  uses 
some  rather  strong  language. 
Yet  if  the  language  seems  of- 
fensive, we  need  to  recognize 
that  it  stems  from  his  intense 
earnestness.  James  insists  that 
the  Christian's  break  with  the 
world  must  be  complete.  There 
can  be  no  compromise  with 
worldliness. 

Several  years  ago  I  heard  of  a 
man  who  about  once  a  month 
took  a  bus  to  the  downtown 
shopping  area  of  a  large  city. 
He  would  spend  the  day  visiting 
several  department  stores,  but 
he  never  bought  anything. 
Finally  someone  asked  him 
about  this  unusual  practice. 
"Well,"  he  said,  "I  like  to  visit 
all  the  stores  and  see  all  the 
things  that  I  am  perfectly  hap- 
py without." 

We  may  be  tempted  to  laugh 
at  such  behavior;  but  before  we 
do,  we  ought  to  examine  our 
own  thinking  and  ask  why  we 
deem  such  behavior  eccentric. 
It  may  be  that  in  terms  of  God's 
standards  as  expressed  in  the 
fourth  chapter  of  James,  we 
are  the  eccentrics. 

On  occasion  our  society  has 
been  called  the  "acquisitive 
society."  Modern  advertising  is 
geared  to  produce  in  us  an 
obsession  to  acquire  things.  We 
fill  our  homes  with  labor-saving 
gadgets  and  then  have  to  spend 
the  extra  time  we  saved  work- 
ing to  pay  for  them.  We  have 
closets  full  of  clothes  that  we 
couldn't  wear  out  in  a  lifetime, 
but  the  advertisers  convince  us 
that  we  cannot  wear  anything 
but  the  latest  fashions.  They 
have  made  status  symbols  of 
alligators  on  our  sweaters  and 
even  on  our  socks. 

The  disturbing  thing  about  all 
this  is  that  Christians  have 
fallen  victim  to  this  acquisitive 
fever  just  like  everyone  else. 


Indeed,  if  this  were  the 
basis  for  judging,  we  might^; 
hard  pressed  to  distinguish  1 . 
tween  a  Christian  and  a  n«. 
Christian.  James  tells  us  tit 
much  of  the  strife  in  the  wo'i 
comes  from  man's  incessjt 
grasping  for  material  poss- 
sions  and  worldly  power,  /j 
we  willing  to  take  Jair.i 
seriously  and  begin  to  seehf 
simpler  life-style?  We  have  !  j 
assurance  that  the  rewards  v  1 
be  worth  it. 

William  Ernest  Henley  in  b 
poem  "Invictus"  boasts  of  ijj 
"unconquerable  soul"  trt 
allows  him  to  face  the  blows  f 
life  with  head  bloody  but  i|j 
bowed.  With  a  spirit  that  sou 
regard  as  arrogant  he  asser  , 
'  'I  am  the  master  of  my  fate  . . 
the  captain  of  my  soul' 
Modern  man  seems  to  ha; 
seized  upon  this  poem  al 
made  it  his  theme  song.  Al 
why  not?  After  all,  every  d; 
man  is  increasing  his  master 
over  the  physical  world  abet 
him.  Each  year  science  enabii 
him  to  eliminate  furth; 
threats  to  his  autonom. 
Heaven  on  earth  seems  readv 
within  his  reach. 

Yet  really  it  isn't  that  way  t 
all !  As  a  matter  of  fact,  men  t- 
day  are  more  beset  by  gnawi  ; 
doubts  and  agonizing  fears  thii 
perhaps  at  any  time  in  histoi. 
The  buoyant  optimism  E 
earlier  generations  has  seepl 
away,  leaving  only  a  growl; 
dread  that  the  future  is  clost; 
in  on  us. 

James  tells  us  what  has  go  s 
wrong.  We  have  planned  0' 
lives  as  if  God  didn't  exist,  or  : 
least  as  if  He  didn't  matter,  i 
trying  to  be  masters  of  our  fat, 
we  have  succeeded  in  runnii; 
aground  on  the  reefs  of  lift! 
uncharted  seas.  But  there  i 
hope.  That  hope  lies  in  humtr 
recognizing  that  we  mu: 
restore  God  to  His  rightil 
place  in  our  lives.  Every  pla 
we  make  ought  to  begin  and  eil 
with,  "If  the  Lord  will."— Sta 
dard  Lesson  Commentary 
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Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 

May  18,  19,  20,  1984 


Covenant 


SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 

[DAY,  MAY  18 

5:00— Registration,  Dormitory  Complex 
JO-  7:30— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 

7:00— Youth  Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 

♦♦Remember  that  all  Art  and  Craft  and  Chris- 
tian Writing  entries  must  be  in  the  hands  of  com- 
petition chairmen  by  this  time.  Check  with  in- 
formation desk  for  locations. 
9:30— Talent  Night  Presentation,  College  Hall 
9:30— Refreshments 
10:00— Vesper  Services 

URDAY,  MAY  19 

i-  9:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria.  Reg- 
istration for  those  not  already  registered,  Col- 
lege Hall. 

**A11  candidates  for  1984  state  youth  offices 
are  asked  to  breakfast  with  Scott  Sowers  in 
the  Olive  Room,  Downtown  Campus. 
00-10:00— Morning  Business  Session 

(Campaign  Speeches),  College  Hall 
10:00— Bible  Bowl  Competition,  College  Hall 
11:00— Public  Speaking  and  Lesson  Presentation  Com- 
petitions, Rodgers  Chapel 
11:45— Christian  Writing  Competition,  College  Hall 
00-  1:15— Lunch,  Downtown  Campus,  Cafeteria 

♦♦All  district  winners  are  invited  to  a  winners 
luncheon  upstairs  at  the  Downtown  Campus. 
**Art  and  Craft  area  will  be  open  for  viewing 
from  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
♦♦Polls  will  be  open  for  voting  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
1:00  p.m. 

1:30— Registration  for  those  not  already  registered, 

College  Hall 
1:30— Afternoon  Business  Session,  College  Hall 
2:45— Installation  of  Officers,  College  Hall 
3:00— Break 

4:30— Field  Day  Activities,  New  Campus 
6:00— Choir  Practice,  Rodgers  Chapel 
7:00— Picnic  Supper,  New  Campus 


00 


7:30— Awards  Presentation,  College  Hall 
8:00— Musical  Program,  "Covenant" 
9:30— Break 

10:00— Devotions  in  Dorms 

SUNDAY,  MAY  20 

8:00— Breakfast,  Downtown  Campus  Cafeteria 
10:00— Morning  Worship,  Rodgers  Chapel 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Cost  of  meals  provided  by  Mount  Olive  College 
Cafeteria  will  be  $2  (breakfast)  and  $2.50 
(lunch,  supper). 

Cost  of  lodging  overnight  will  be  $8  per  person 
per  night. 

College  will  furnish  linens,  bath  cloths,  towels, 
and  soap. 

Guests  must  bring  own  pillows,  blankets,  money 
for  meals  and  snacks,  Bible,  notebook  and  pen- 
cil, casual  clothes  for  the  entire  weekend. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  Mount  Olive 
College  bookstores  will  be  open  Saturday. 

Rooms  will  be  assigned  in  order  as  registration 
forms  are  received.  (First  received,  first 
served. ) 

Money  for  lodging  should  be  sent  with  $15.00 
registration  fee  (per  church)  to  Mrs.  Coates  at 
the  address  given  below.  Contact  her  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Money  for  meals  will  be  collected  at  the  time  of 
the  meal. 

Registration  forms  should  be  sent  to:  Suzanne 
Coates,  P.O.  Box  337,  Pine  Level,  North 
Carolina  27568;  phone,  (919)  965-6740. 
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THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

Paul  Tournier,  The  Seasons  of  Life,  John  Knox  Press,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  1960  (ninth  printing,  1974). 

Other  Books  by  Dr.  Tournier 

If  you  have  missed  the  simplicity  and  yet  the  profound  insight 
and  spiritual  richness  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  Paul  Tournier,  I  en- 
courage you  to  avail  yourself  of  his  writings.  Other  books  written 
by  Dr.  Tournier  are :  Guilt  and  Grace,  The  Meaning  of  Persons,  The 
Person  Reborn,  The  Healing  of  Persons,  The  Meaning  of  Gifts,  To 
Understand  Each  Other,  Learn  to  Grow  Old,  The  Strong  and  the 
Weak,  and  others.  Our  bookstores  can  order  any  of  these  books  for 
you.  They  will  be  a  blessing  to  your  life  and  faith! 

In  The  Seasons  of  Life,  Dr.  Tournier  compares  the  life  of  man 
to  the  seasons  of  nature.  Nature  ever  is  renewing  itself  and  man's 
life  leads  to  death.  Dr.  Tournier  offers  a  refreshing  Christian 
perspective  on  man's  life  and  the  event  of  death.  By  drawing  a 
parallel  between  the  changing  seasons  of  nature  and  man's  un- 
folding life,  the  author  provides  an  effective  way  of  viewing  the 
eternal  mystery.  He  rejects  the  artificial  Greek  idea  of  the  separa- 
tion man  has  made  between  body  and  soul  and  reaffirms  the 
Biblical  concept  of  man's  one  life— the  real  one  he  lives  every  day 
of  his  existence. 

As  the  seasons  change,  man  moves  from  spring  (childhood), 
through  summer  (maturity)  and  autumn  (old  age),  he  undergoes 
change.  Dr.  Tournier  sees  four  factors  contributing  to  this  develop- 
ment: love,  suffering,  identification  and  adaptability.  He  also 
points  to  the  dangers  of  complacency,  security,  moralism,  and 
failure.  Reassuringly,  at  any  moment  of  life  our  mistakes  (as  well 
as  our  talents)  can  take  on  new  meaning  by  divinely  given  insight. 
The  greatest  possible  event  is  a  revealing  encounter  with  the  living 
God. 

Dr.  Tournier  looks  beyond  the  winter  of  death,  fully  assured 
that  we  can  see  God,  and  that  along  the  way  we  can  discover  mean- 
ing. We  can  say  with  Saint  Paul  that  the  abundance  of  life  is  not  at- 
tained here  below,  but  that  life  has  meaning  here  and  that  its 
destination  lies  in  the  fullness  of  God's  presence. 

(Adapted  from  the  comments  of  John  G.  Gilmour,  translator  of 
the  book. ) 

The  book  retails  for  $4.95  (hardback)  and  is  63  pages  in  length. 
It  is  well  worth  the  purchase  price.  Ask  our  bookstore  managers  to 
order  a  copy. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

Some  church  people  are 
nomads,  always  looking  for  the 
"perfect"  church.  They  stand 
alongside  the  church  takers, 
the  church  users,  the  church 
blamers,  complainers,  ig- 
norers,  debunkers,  why-do- 
they-ers,  why-don't-they-ers, 
criticizers,  and  any  combina- 
tion of  these. 

One  of  the  first  to  recognize 
that  ministers  are  not  perfect,  I 
have  to  admit  that  their  job  is 
not  an  easy  one.  In  fact,  I  know 


that  you  and  I  often  complicate 
that  job.  While  their  concern  is 
for  souls  and  ministry,  we  often 
cause  (make?)  them  to  direct 
their  attention  to  much  less  im- 
portant things. 

The  mission  of  the  church 
calls  for  all  who  love  Christ  to 
proclaim,  "I  must  minister 
(and  not  gorge  my  ego) !  I  must 
help  others  and  be  positive.  I 
must  recognize  that  I  am  not 
perfect  and  that  I  dwell  among 
a  people  who  are  not  perfect." 
Then  we  should  wholeheartedly 
pledge:  "I  will  do  my  part  to 


make   this  imperfect 
more  like  Heaven." 

(Yes,  that  does  call  for  c 
mitment! ) 


MRS.  CORBITT  HONORB 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

last  year's  recipient,  preserh 
the  Life  Membership  Aw 
and  Certificate. 

"On  behalf  of  the  Worm 
Auxiliary,  I  wish  to  present  jt 
award  and  to  thank  you  for  |j 
work  you  are  doing.  You 
your  family  are  a  part  of  us 
our  prayer  is  that  God  will  c 
tinue  His  blessings  as  you  sei 
Him  through  your  work  in 
Auxiliary,  and  the  church." 

During  the  evening  serv 
the  pastor  correlated  his 
mon  with  the  duties  of  each 
ficer  according  to  The  A; 
iliary  Manual  and  challenj 
all  officers  and  members 
follow  the  instructions  in  m; 
ing  the  Auxiliary  a  very  imp! 
tant  part  of  the  church. 

Submitted  by  Louise  Edgeii 


COMING  EVENTS 

May— Entire   Month  Des; 

nated  by  the  State  Convent^ 

as  Children's  Home  Month( 
May   17— Children's  Hon 

Board  Meets,  7  p.m. 
May  18 — Home  Missions  Boe< 

of  Directors  Meeting 
May  18-20— State  Youth  Oil 

vention  Meets,  Mount  Of 


College 

May  21— Pee  Dee  Youth  C 
vention,  7:30  p.m. 

May  25-27—  Junior-Seni 
Weekend  Retreat  at  Car] 
Vandemere 

May   26— Children's  Hoij< 
Founder's   Day  Service 
11:30  a.m.,  with  lunch;  w 
ship   service   at   1;  gu 
speaker,  the  Rev.  Gary 
Bailey ;  Memorial  Chapel 

May  26— Western  Youth  O 
vention,  7:30  p.m. 

May  28— Memorial  Day 

May  28— The  Free  Will  Bapt 
Press  and  Bookstores  Clos 
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Searching  for  a 
Good  Summer 
Camp  Program? 


You'll  find  it  this  year 
at 

Youth  Frontier 
Conference/YFA 
Week! 


jYFAers  will  soon  be  traveling  to  Cragmont  Assembly  to  attend  the  1984  Youth  Frontier  Con- 
ference. Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week  is  unique  because  it  is  the  only  youth  encamp- 
ment at  Cragmont  for  only  teenagers  (ages  13  up).  This  encampment  always  proves  to  be  a  time 
of  fun  and  fellowship,  a  time  of  soul-searching  and  inspiration.  The  theme  for  the  week  is  "To 
Everything  There  Is  a  Season,"  and  this  year's  encampment  is  scheduled  for  July  2-7. 

To  make  sure  you  are  among  those  attending  YFA  Week,  please  mail  the  application  below  soon! 
(Mail  no  later  than  June  9;  but  do  not  wait,  as  you  might  be  closed  out  if  you  do. )  Send  the  applica- 
tion with  a  $10  registration  fee.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent 
when  your  registration  fee  is  received.  The  cost  of  camp  is  $70,  plus  a  $15  activity  fee.  (This  activi- 
ty fee  covers  the  expense  of  a  trip  to  Tennessee  during  the  week.) 

_   

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week. 

i  

APPLICATION 

Name  


Address 


City/Town . 
Phone  


.Zip 


Age 


Sex 


Birthday 
Church  _ 


Grade  Completed 


Send  application  to:  Scott  and  Janie  Sowers,  Directors 
Route  1,  Box  106- B 
Farmville,  NC  27828 

IE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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I, 


May  11,  1984 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ: 

In  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.  held  on  April  17, 1984, 
a  motion  was  made  and  passed  that  we  close  the 
bookstores  in  Smithfield  and  Whiteville  due  to 
substantial  losses  incurred  in  both  locations. 

During  the  first  nine  (9)  months  of  this  fiscal  year,  the 
Smithfield  store  has  shown  an  operating  loss  of 
$7,338.58,  and  the  Whiteville  store  a  loss  of  $8,958.40. 
These  losses  are  hindering  the  financial  recovery  so 
badly  needed  in  order  to  insure  the  future  survival  of 
the  Press. 

The  last  day  of  operation  for  the  Smithfield  store  will 
be  May  18,  1984;  the  Whiteville  store  will  close  on 
May  26,  1984. 

We  appreciate  the  support  you  have  given  us  over  the 
past  years  and  look  forward  to  serving  you  better  in 
the  days  ahead. 

Please  feel  free  to  call  on  us  if  we  can  be  of  any 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 

R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 
Executive  Director 
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Janie  Jones  Sowers 
Editor 

Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  209-4401. 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158.  Ayden. 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year,  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents); 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50.  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstores  Hours:  Ayden  and  Whlteville,  9  a.m.— 5 
p.m.,  Monday— Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m  . 
Monday  —  Satu  rday . 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling.  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor.  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs. 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director:  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Living  Love 

! 

Every  now  and  then  we  all  become  rather  philosophies 
and  view  life  from  rather  lofty  heights.  Recently,  during  oro 
such  time,  I  thought  about  some  of  those  who  have  granted  m< 
entrance  into  their  lives;  I  reflected  upon  some  of  the  ex 
periences  that  have  been  "ours"  recently. 

I  guess  what  started  this  whole  train  of  thought  were  tin 
preparations  made  for  a  special  wedding.  A  friend  of  min< 
was  married  last  week— and  this  girl  is  like  a  sister  to  me.  W( 
have  shared  many  long  talks.  Somehow  she  seemed  to  knov 
what  was  happening  to  me  and  was  there.  We  dreamed  of  go 
ing  lots  of  places  together— our  plans  never  materialized  ! 
Something  always  happened  to  prevent  them.  But  one  drearr 
did  come  true  for  her;  she  has  begun  a  new  walk— and  I  an; 
glad. 

One  friend  of  mine  became  a  father  last  week.  His 
firstborn  son  has  brought  him  much  pride.  And  I  am  over  * 
whelmed  that  such  a  little  fellow  has  mastered  golf  sc 
quickly— at  least  that's  what  his  father  says.  This  new  life 
promises  to  be  a  joy  to  his  father— and  I  am  glad. 

But  he  isn't  the  only  one  that  has  a  growing  family. 
Several  more  of  my  friends  have  received  the  news  that  there 
are  going  to  be  additions  to  their  families.  Both  are  happy,  but 
I  will  admit  one  is  more  ecstatic  than  the  other:  one  found  out 
that  she  can't  play  ball  this  season— and  she  is  sad. 

Another  friend  faces  the  work  world  for  the  first  time  as  a 
college  graduate.  Before  her  are  many  possibilities  and  this 
young  lady  will  do  well.  But  with  these  possibilities  come'; 
potential  relocations  and  having  to  totally  reacclimate 
herself.  Also  there  is  the  fact  that  she  will  have  to  prove  what 
she  can  do  and  be  on  her  own.  This  causes  gladness  and 
sadness— and  a  bit  of  uncertainty. 

I  remember  standing,  waiting  anxiously,  before  a  cardiac 
care  unit,  being  told  that  nothing  good  would  happen,  that 
Daddy  couldn't  make  it— but  he  did.  Once  more,  God  permit- 
ted the  breath  of  life  to  flow  through  his  very  being.  And  we 
were  all  glad. 

Looking  about  I  see  those  I  know  and  love,  each  facing  his 
or  her  own  set  of  problems  and/or  joys.  There  are  high  school; 
seniors  coming  of  age  and  not  knowing  how  to  act.  I  see 
middle-aged  individuals:  some  happy  with  life,  but  most' 
merely  acting  out  what  they  assume  their  role  in  life  to  be. 

Times  of  reflection  only  serve  to  make  me  realize  that  we; 
have  a  role  to  play  in  all  of  life :  we  are  to  love  others  with  the 
love  of  the  Lord.  Ministry  involves  being  happy  with  those  who 
triumph  as  well  as  empathizing  with  those  facing  difficulty." 
Sharing  good  times  and  sad  times  are  only  part  of  what  we 
do— and  ministry  is  not  just  for  those  who  follow  the  Lord 
and/or  those  who  believe  just  like  we  do.  The  person  who  sees 
me  walking  down  the  street  or  through  a  crowded  mall  mayi 
never  meet  another  Christian  witness— and  I  may  never  know 
what  is  happening  in  that  person's  world.  I  may  never  have 
but  one  opportunity  to  prove  that  I  care— and  that  one  oppor- 
tunity cannot  be  retrieved. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Linda  and  Cathy  Benninghoff 
of  Cove  City  study  a  book  about 
Southeast  Asia.  The  women  will 
be  missionaries  to  children  of 
the  H'mong  people  in  California 
for  eight  weeks  this  summer. 

Shown  seated  in  the  Moye 
Library  are  (left  to  right)  Linda 
Benninghoff,  Frank  Harrison, 
college  chaplain,  and  Cathy  Ben- 
ninghoff. Standing  are  cousins, 
Doua  Moua  and  Koua  Moua, 
H'mong  students  at  Mount  Olive 
College. 


COLLEGE  FRESHMEN  TO  SPEND 
SUMMER  AS  MISSIONARIES 


Cathy  and  Linda  Benninghoff,  Mount  Olive 
liege  freshmen,  will  teach  H'mong  young 
pple  during  the  summer.  The  women  plan  to 
prel  to  Fresno,  California,  at  the  end  of  May. 
ey  will  live  in  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Bob 
jrber,  Free  Will  Baptist  missionary  to  the 
mong  people,  and  also  stay  with  various 
ntiong  families. 

There  are  over  35,000  H'mong  refugees  in 
|lifornia.  The  people  left  their  homeland  dur- 
e  the  communist  takeover  of  Laos.  On 
ptember  13,  Pastor  Wa  Lo  Lee  of  the  Lao 
rangelical  Church,  spoke  at  chapel.  Pastor 
e  challenged  Mount  Olive  College  students  to 
>rk  with  him  in  the  California  congregations. 
fthy  and  Linda  accepted  that  challenge. 

Right  now,  the  women  know  very  few 
frds  of  the  H'mong  language.  "We  will  spend 
3  first  week  training,"  said  Linda.  "We'll 
irn  the  language  and  how  to  teach  the 
bple." 

Cathy  plans  to  teach  mainly  academics : 
sic  concepts  in  math,  English  and  reading, 
^ave  a  hand  puppet  to  use  with  my  lessons," 
id  Cathy.  "With  the  use  of  the  puppet  and 
ntriloquism,  I  hope  to  make  my  lessons  real- 
interesting." 

Linda's  teaching  areas  will  be  the  Bible 
d  music.  "I'll  teach  religious  songs  and  some 
i  songs,  too,"  she  said.  The  women  will  also 
ich  personal  hygiene.  Their  students'  ages 
11  range  from  little  ones  to  about  age  12. 


The  women's  college  professors  are 
pleased  that  Cathy  and  Linda  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  as  missionaries.  "Cathy  has  a 
keen  interest  in  and  concern  for  people.  She 
should  be  of  good  service  to  the  people  with 
whom  she  will  work,"  said  Mrs.  Lorelle  Mar- 
tin, Cathy's  science  professor. 

Working  with  the  H'mong  people  will  help 
the  women  learn  about  others.  "This  summer 
will  be  a  valuable  learning  experience  for 
Linda,"  said  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of 
religion.  "Being  with  people  from  a  different 
culture  always  helps  broaden  one's  perspec- 
tive." 

The  women  will  earn  three  semester  hours 
of  college  credit  for  their  missionary  work  with 
the  H'mong  people.  They'll  be  in  California  for 
eight  weeks. 

When  Cathy  and  Linda  return  from  Califor- 
nia, they  plan  to  present  a  program  of  their 
experiences  to  various  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches.  Interested  church  groups  may  con- 
tact the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  Free  Will  Baptist 
Home  Missions  Board.  Mr.  Crisp  is  also  ac- 
cepting donations  to  help  pay  for  the  women's 
expenses. 

Cathy  and  Linda  are  the  daughters  of 
Richard  and  Linda  Benninghoff  of  Cove  City 
and  granddaughters  of  Mrs.  Geneva  Garner 
and  Mrs.  D.  R.  Wheeler.  They  are  members  of 
Core  Creek  Church.  The  Rev.  Philip  Wood  is 
their  pastor. 
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News  and  Notes 

Dianne  Riley  Awarded  Degree 


Mrs.  Dianne  Brown  Riley 

Mrs.  Dianne  Brown  Riley, 
director  of  admissions,  Mount 
Olive  College,  has  been 
awarded  the  Master  of 
Religious  Education  degree  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
North  Carolina.  She  is  a  native 
of  New  Bern,  North  Carolina. 


Free  Union  WA  Have  Banquet 

The  Free  Union  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  Beaufort  County, 
sponsored  a  banquet  on  May  4, 
at  7  p.m.,  in  the  fellowship  hall 
for  all  the  ladies  of  the  church. 
The  attendance  was  good. 
There  were  four  ladies  80  years 
of  age  or  older.  Several  of  the 
ladies  were  75  plus  in  age. 

They  were  entertained  by 
Tammy  Whitley  and  her  youth 
group.  The  group  sang  and 
gave  a  skit,  which  was  written 
by  one  of  the  girls.  It  was  en- 
joyed by  everyone. 


Central  Conference  Laymen 
Plan  Singspirations 

The  Layman's  League  of 
the  Central  Conference  has 
planned  two  singspirations 
which  will  take  place  on  the 
next  two  Friday  evenings.  The 
first  singspiration  will  be 
held  on  Friday,  May  25,  at 


Piney  Grove  Church,  Green- 
ville. This  singspiration  will 
feature  adult  singers  from  con- 
ference churches. 

The  second  singspiration  is 
scheduled  for  Friday  evening, 
June  1.  This  service  has  been 
designated  as  Youth  Night  and 
will  feature  young  singers. 
Rose  Hill  Church  will  host  this 
singspiration. 

Both  services  will  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  everyone  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend. 

Surprise  Party  for 
Pastor's  Wife 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Route  2, 
Princeton,  held  their  regular 
meeting  on  Monday  night,  May 
7,  but  instead  of  going  home 
after  the  meeting  as  usual, 
everyone  gathered  in  the 
educational  building  for  a  sur- 
prise birthday  party  honoring 
their  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Lucille 
Armstrong.  Everyone  enjoyed 
refreshments  and  a  time  of 
fellowshiping.  Mrs.  Armstrong 
was  quite  surprised  and  very 
appreciative  of  the  party  and 
gifts.  Her  husband  is  the  Rev. 
Henry  Armstrong. 

Stoney  Creek  Church 
Women  Hold  Contest 


Part  of  the  Participants 
The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Stoney  Creek  Church, 
Goldsboro,  held  a  crazy  hat 
contest  on  Tuesday  evening, 
May  15.  Each  woman  was  en- 
couraged to  design  a  hat  and  to 
make  it  as  crazy  as  possible. 
The  winning  bonnet  "sported" 
some  rather  unusual  com- 
ponents. 


Mrs.  Gaynell  Smith,  center,  prestt 
prizes    to    the   winners.  Mrs. 
Kearney,  left,  won  second  place,  wi 
Mrs.  Pluma  Sullivan,  right,  desig 
the  winning  hat. 


Mrs.  Pluma  Sullivan  is  pnj 
dent  of  the  auxiliary,  and  i< 
Rev.  Gary  Bailey  serves 
pastor  of  the  church. 


RETIREMENT  HOME 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
April,  1984 
Total  $1,476.73 

ALBEMARLE 

Mount  Zion 
St.  Paul 
Sidney 
Total 

CAPE  FEAR 

Haymount  Mission 
Lee's  Chapel 
Smithfield,  First 
Total 

CENTRAL 

Edge  wood 
La  Grange 
Tarboro,  First 
Total 


$1C|] 
$19! 


$  2| 

5}] 


$  1 

17 
_12) 
$30i 


EASTERN 

Holly  Springs 
May's  Chapel 
Total 

WESTERN 

Flood's  Chapel 
Free  Union 
People's  Chapel 
Piney  Grove 
Rosebud 
Sherron  Acres 
Union  Chapel 
Union  Number  2 
Wilson,  First 
Total 


$25;» 

_iol 

$3! 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


IGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  1984 
nUXLLIARY  CONVENTION 

trhe  57th  annual  session  of  the 
U  rth  Carolina  State  Woman's 
/ixiliary  Convention  met 
lursday,  May  10,  at  Mount 
Cive  College  in  College  Hall. 
]e  Convention  theme  was 
'  ierve  the  Lord  with 
Cadness,"  with  the  theme 
Sripture  being  "Serve  the 
tl)RD  with  gladness;  come 
ttore  his  presence  with  sing- 
i"  (Psalm  100:2). 
Vliss  Sara  Willoughby,  vice 
aesident,  called  the  meeting  to 
:|der.  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley, 
rasic  director,  led  the  con- 
Eegation  in  singing  "Serve  the 
['ird  with  Gladness."  Mrs. 
[aria  Ham  served  as  pianist. 
Miss  Marice  DeBruhl  gave 
te  morning  devotions.  She  said 
i  serving  the  Lord  with 
■adness,  we  must  cultivate  a 
:|ildlike  faith  and  begin  each 
:iy  with  God.  Mrs.  Jean  F. 
okiss  extended  a  warm 
elcome  to  the  group  and  Miss 
ilma  Morris  responded. 
Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  presi- 
;nt,  brought  greetings  and 
illed  on  Mrs.  Ruth  Warrick  to 
fay  for  God's  blessings  on  the 
invention.  Mrs.  Taylor  in- 
bduced  the  officers  of  the  Con- 
jntion  and  recognized 
jinisters,  delegates,  and 
sitors. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley 
inducted  an  impressive 
'esentation  for  the  represen- 
tees of  the  denominational 
iterprises.  He  was  assisted  by 
rs.  Dianne  Riley.  Denomina- 
onal  representatives  who 
"ew  a  blue  ribbon  fastened  to  a 
lver  cross  were:  Mrs.  Dola 
udley,  representing  the  State 
invention;  Mr.  Clifford  Gray, 
ree  Will  Baptist  Press;  the 
ev.  Bobby  Taylor,  the 
hildren's  Home;  the  Rev. 
3hn  Williams.  Cragmont 
ssembly;  the  Rev.  Harold 
)nes,  Foreign  Missions;  the 
ev.  Walter  Reynolds,  Church 
inance;  Mrs.  Alice  Barrow, 
bunt  Olive  College;  the  Rev. 


Walter  Sutton,  Retirement 
Homes;  Miss  Nancy  Boy  kin, 
Home  Missions;  and  Mrs. 
Happy  Taylor,  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary. 

After  the  congregation  sang 
the  chorus,  "I  Will  Serve  Him," 
Mrs.  Rose  Raper,  secretary, 
read  the  executive  committee 
minutes. 

Mrs.  Lorelle  Martin  then 
thanked  the  Convention  for 
their  support  of  the  College  and 
especially  for  the  1984-85 
project  of  a  greenhouse  for  the 
Science  Department. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Jenkins  read  a 
tribute  to  Mrs.  Annie  Banks 
Mallard,  who  was  presented  a 
certificate  with  seal  of  Life 
Membership  Award  by  the  Con- 
vention. Mrs.  Rena  Kirk,  chair- 
man of  the  committee, 
presented  the  certificate  to 
Mrs.  Mallard;  and  Mrs.  Annie 
Mallard,  also  of  Friendship 
Church  in  Jones  County  where 
Mrs.  Annie  Banks  Mallard  is  a 
member,  pinned  on  her  cor- 
sage. 

The  worship  offering  was 
taken,  with  Mrs.  Donna 
Holland  praying  the  offertory. 
Mrs.  Irene  Weldon  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Music  Depart- 
ment sang  "Acquaint  Thyself 
With  Him."  She  was  accom- 
panied at  the  piano  by  a  music 
student,  Frankie  Whaley. 

Mrs.  Dianne  Riley  introduced 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  who 
brought  the  message.  He  asked 
the  question:  "How  do  we  live 
joyfully  in  a  troubled  world"? 
His  answer,  "If  we  are  to  have 
joy,  we  must  live  for  something 
bigger  than  we  are."  He  said, 
"God  can  be  trusted  and  I 
would  stake  my  life  in  that 
truth." 

Mrs.  Raper  invited  us  to 
lunch  at  tables  on  the  outside  of 
the  building.  Mrs.  Alice  Barrow 
prayed  the  grace  for  lunch. 

Mrs.  Irene  Patten  directed 
the  Mount  Olive  Singers  in  a 
short  program  beginning  the 
afternoon  service.  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Patrick  offered  prayer. 


Mrs.  Rachel  Duncan  con- 
ducted a  memorial  service  with 
a  tribute  to  those  who  have 
worked  so  faithfully  and  have 
preceded  us  to  eternal  rewards. 

Miss  Sara  Willoughby,  chair- 
man of  registration,  reported 
250  registered.  Mrs.  Raper, 
secretary,  announced  there 
were  23  auxiliaries  who 
reached  the  A-l  goal  this  year. 

Mrs.  Raymond  Sasser  re- 
ported the  highest  level  of  in- 
come ever,  $61,489.33,  for  this 
year  (of  which  over  $57,000  was 
paid  to  denominational  enter- 
prises). 

Mrs.  Sasser  announced  that 
the  Life  Membership  Award 
fees  would  go  to  Cragmont  the 
ensuing  year. 

Miss  Velma  Morris  gave  the 
nominating  committee  report. 
Mrs.  Lou  McLawhorn,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Dot  Dail,  installed  the 
officers  with  each  officer 
representing  a  part  of  a  flower 
garden. 

In  closing,  the  group  joined 
hands  and  made  a  circle 
around  the  inside  of  College 
Hall,  as  Mrs.  Riley  sang  a  song 
of  benediction. 

RuthL.  Warrick, 
Corresponding  Secretary 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESSES 

Mrs.  Rose  G.  (C.  F.)  Bowen 
announces  that  she  now  has  a 
new  address.  It  is  411  North  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
28513.  Her  old  address  was  503 
Juanita  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513. 


Please  note  the  change  of  ad- 
dress of  the  following :  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Barnard, 
P.O.  Box  98,  Puerto  Princesa 
City,  Palawan  2901;  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Baker,  CM-Box 
129,  Quezon  City,  Philippines 
3005;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willem  van 
der  Plas,  CM-Box  129,  Quezon 
City,  Philippines  3005. 
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Foreign  Missions! 

AN  UNUSUAL  WORSHIP  SERVICE 


The  floor  of  the  Ehim  house  where  people  fell  into  the  water.  Rope  is  holding  up 
part  of  floor  where  it  was  pulled  back  up. 

The  worship  service  on  Thursday  night,  December  15,  started 
as  any  other  home  worship  service.  The  service  was  held  in  the 
home  of  Brother  Jesus  Ehim,  deacon  in  the  Puerto  Princesa  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

Brother  Ehim  lives  in  a  small  house  built  on  stilts  over  the  edge 
of  Princesa  Bay.  Concern  for  his  lost  neighbors  had  led  Brother 
Ehim  to  ask  Palawan  Bible  Institute  to  send  some  of  the  second 
year  students  to  preach  in  his  home.  He  also  invited  many  of  his 
friends  to  attend  the  service. 

So  on  the  afternoon  of  December  15,  PBI  students  Marcos 
Taladro,  Joel  dela  Rosa,  Amorio  Lansap  and  Jerito  Saluto  went  to 
the  Ehim  home.  They  were  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Ludgerio 
Malinao,  teacher  at  PBI.  Before  the  service,  they  did  some  visiting 
and  invited  others  to  attend. 

After  the  other  students  had  led  the  singing,  Brother  Marcos 
brought  the  evening  evangelistic  message.  Attendance  was 
unusually  good.  The  house  was  packed  full  with  people  sitting  all 
over  the  floor.  There  was  just  room  for  Marcos  to  stand  to  preach. 

Everything  proceeded  as  usual  at  first.  Marcos'  message  was 
very  good.  When  he  finished  his  message,  Brother  Marcos  asked 
everyone  to  stand  for  the  invitation  hymn.  Everyone  stood  and 
began  to  sing.  All  of  a  sudden  one  side  of  the  floor  caved  in  and 
everyone  went  sliding  into  the  water. 

We  are  thankful  no  one  was  hurt.  The  small  children  were 
helped  out  and  the  floating  Bibles  were  collected.  The  water  was 
only  about  three  and  one-half  feet  deep  at  the  time.  The  service 
was  closed  by  prayer  with  everyone  still  in  the  water. 

One  moment  these  people  were  in  the  house  singing  and  the 
next  moment  they  were  in  the  water.  What  an  unexpected  surprise 
for  them !  Then  I  think  about  Christ.  That  is  how  His  coming  will  be. 
Suddenly  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  He  shall  appear.  I  get  excited  when 
I  meditate  upon  that. 

Yet  I  also  get  deeply  burdened  when  I  meditate  about  Christ's 
coming,  because  there  are  so  many  that  are  not  ready  to  meet  Him. 
Over  two  billion  of  the  world's  population  have  never  heard  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  gospel  message. 

Will  you  help  in  this  great  task  of  world  evangelization  by  pray- 
ing, giving  and  witnessing?  Come  to  the  mission  field!  Give  of  your 


sons  and  daughters  to  serv 
missionaries!  The  need  is  gJ 
but  our  God  is  greater, 
wants  to  use  you. 
Truly  our  God  is  a  good  ( 

ADDITIONAL  TRAININ 

Six  Filipino  pastors  and 
sionary  Fred  Baker  made  a 
to  Manila  to  attend 
Evangelism  Explosion  III 
ternational  Clinic.  The  c 
was  held  February  16-21. 

The  program  filled  a  pac 
six  days.  Included  w 
classroom  lectures,  demons 
tions,  written  and  oral  exa 
and  practical  on  the  job  tr 
ing.  The  schedule  was  tweh 
fourteen  hours  a  day. 

The  time  was  very  dems 
ing  but  very  rewarding.  Tl 
were  forty-five  other  pe« 
from     various  churcl 
throughout  the  Philippines  \ 
attended;  a  total  of  fifty- 
were  there.  It  was  a  great  t 
of  fellowship  and  a  joy  of  wi 
ing  side-by-side  in  the  bod; 
Christ.  Apart  from  the  gij 
value  of  the  training  we  | 
ceived,  the  greatest  part  II 
that  over  one  hundred  peq 
came  to  know  Jesus  Chris^i 
Lord  and  Saviour  and  entei 
into  a  follow-up  disciples! 
program. 

Another  blessing  was  that| 
clinic  was  conducted  a« 
church  within  walking  dista I 
of  Brother  Charles  and  Sisi 
Jackie's  home.  So  we  enjoji 
an  occasional  visit  91 
fellowship  with  them. 

Since    returning   home  I 
Palawan,    our   pastors  ■ 
already  begun  to  put  what  II 
learned  into  practice.  God: 
blessing  in  many  ways.  But|i 
still  need  your  prayers  that 
will  reach  more  for  Christ  1 
year  than  ever  before.  Pray 
the  lost.  Help  us  claim  the  1 
of  the  Philippines  for  our  L» 
and   Saviour,    Jesus  Chr 
"Herein  is  my  Father  glorifi 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit; 
shall  ye  be  my  disciples"  ( J( 
15:8). 

Fred  P.  Bo 
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INTERSTATE  TIRE  COMPANY  MAKES  CONTRIBUTION 


wish  to  acknowledge  with  great  appreciation  the  contribu- 
n  of  three  sets  of  tires.  These  tires  were  contributed  by  Mr.  John 
bit,  Interstate  Tire  Company  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Bolt 
is  truly  expressed  his  concern  for  children.  Mr.  Bolt,  we  thank 
>u  for  your  active  part  in  our  child  care  ministry. 

This  contribution  will  help  lower  the  cost  of  our  motor  services, 
ar  residents  are  provided  transportation  to  school  functions  and 
itings,  medical  and  dental  needs,  recreational  activities,  and  any 
her  need  that  might  arise  to  ensure  them  the  proper  experiences 
r  good  development. 
We  wish  to  say,  "Thank  you,  Mr.  Bolt,  and  Interstate  Tire  Com- 
y  for  sharing  and  caring." 


CAN  YOU  HELP? 

i:  Thanks  to  the  Lord  and  His  will,  our  Child  Care  Ministry  is 
tpidly  expanding.  We  appreciate  all  that  the  churches,  friends, 
lid  businesses  have  done  in  their  support  and  prayers  to  the 
nildren's  Home. 

f  As  we  continue  to  evaluate  the  needs  of  the  Home  and  our 
aildren,  we  continue  to  turn  to  God  to  ask  that  through  our 
lurches  and  people  that  He  would  supply  these  needs.  We  pray 
jat  the  Lord  will  make  it  a  part  of  your  ministry  to  help  His 
lildren  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  The  children's 
bms  are  in  need  of  carpet,  pictures,  and  any  item  that  we  could 
e  to  make  their  rooms  a  warm  and  homey  environment  in  which 
j live.  You  can  help! 


Children's  Home 

If  you  have  any  lamps,  pic- 
tures, plants,  etc.  that  you  have 
discarded  or  are  not  using— we 
could  use  them ! 

If  -  you  know  of  a  church,  a 
friend,  or  neighbor  who  may  be 
getting  new  carpet  and  getting 
ready  to  discard  the  old— we 
could  use  it! 

With  anything  that  you  feel 
would  help  in  decorating  our 
children's  rooms,  please 
remember  us.  We  had  an  over- 
whelming response  to  our  need 
for  curtains  and  bedspreads. 
The  difference  it  made  in  the 
children's  attitude  was 
miraculous!  They  appreciated 
it  so  much  and  have  begun  to 
take  pride  in  their  rooms. 

We  continue  to  ask  for  your 
prayers  and  support  for  our 
child  care  ministry. 

BOBBY  TAYLOR  TO  SPEAK 

The  Rev.  Bobby  R.  Taylor 
will  be  speaking  at  La  Grange 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  on 
May  27,  1984,  for  the  morning 
worship  service.  The  pastor  of 
La  Grange  is  the  Rev.  Ronnie 
Hob  good. 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
TO  HAVE  SPEAKER 

The  Rev.  Bobby  R.  Taylor 
will  be  speaking  at  Community 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Weldon,  North  Carolina,  for  the 
morning  worship  service  on 
June  3, 1984.  The  pastor  of  Com- 
munity is  the  Rev.  Billy  Ray 
Jordan. 

MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  J.  R.  Matthis  is 
available  for  supply,  full-time 
or  part-time  pastoral  work, 
preferably  within  commuting 
distance  of  Clinton.  He  can  be 
reached  at  600  Cutchin  Street, 
Clinton,  North  Carolina  28328; 
or  phone,  (919)  592-5436. 


The  Rev.  Gurney  R.  Chase 
announces  that  he  is  available 
for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  work.  He  may  be  con- 
tacted at  411  Central  Avenue, 
Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501; 
phone,  523-3429. 
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Mount  Olive  College 


NEW  EXECUTIVE 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
AUTHORIZED  BY  MOC 
BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

A  new  administrative  posi- 
tion of  "Executive  Vice  Presi- 
dent" has  been  authorized  by 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Board 
of  Trustees. 

The  new  position  is  being 
created  to  enable  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  to 
spend  more  time  in  resource 
development. 

In  the  new  administrative 
structure  the  vice  presidents 
for  academic  affairs,  finance 
and  student  affairs  will  come 
under  the  leadership  of  the  new 
vice  president.  The  new  ex- 
ecutive vice  president,  the  vice 
president  for  college  affairs, 
and  the  director  of  admissions 
will  report  directly  to  President 
Raper. 

James  B.  Hunt,  chairman, 
told  the  trustees  at  their 
quarterly  meeting  on  May  11, 
that  the  work  of  the  president 
had  to  focus  in  four  areas; 
serve  as  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  Board;  interpret  and  ar- 
ticulate the  purpose  of  the  col- 
lege; recommend  goals  for  in- 
stitutional attainment;  and  see 
that  an  effective  resource 
development  program,  ade- 
quate to  fulfill  the  goals  of  the 
college,  is  formulated  and  im- 
plemented. 

"The  development  of  Mount 
Olive  into  a  four-year  college 
will  require  a  higher  level  of 
gift  support  than  was  needed 
for  the  two-year  program," 
President  Raper  told  the 
trustees. 

In  order  to  develop  Mount 
Olive  into  a  four-year  college, 
M.  Henry  Garrity,  vice  presi- 
dent for  college  affairs,  stated 
that  the  president  would  need  to 
spend  75%  of  his  time  outside 
the  office  in  development.  "Ma- 
jor donors  want  to  see  the  presi- 
dent," Garrity  said. 


President  Raper  told  the 
trustees  that  gift  support  for 
the  fiscal  year  which  will  end 
June  30  will  exceed  $1  million 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  College.  "During  the  next 
seven  years,  however,  our  goal 
is  $20  million,"  he  said.  In- 
cluded in  this  amount  is 
$2,700,000  in  student  aid, 
$5,400,000  for  instruction  and 
educational  development,  $7 
million  for  capital  projects  in- 
cluding College  Hall,  a  student 
union-cafeteria  building  and  a 
fine  arts  building,  and  $5 
million  for  endowment. 

In  recommending  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  executive  vice 
president,  Dr.  Raper  told  the 
trustees,  "We  are  looking  for 
effective  and  creative  leader- 
ship. We  cannot  achieve  ex- 
traordinary goals  with  or- 
dinary methods." 

In  announcing  the  new  posi- 
tion to  the  faculty  President 
Raper  said,  "No  one  has  been 
selected  for  this  position.  We 
will  search  for  the  person  who 
gives  promise  of  providing  the 
most  creative  leadership 
available— someone  who  can 
help  Mount  Olive  College 
develop  one  of  the  finest  educa- 
tional programs  in  the 
country." 

AYDEN  SEMINARY- 
EUREKA  COLLEGE 
ALUMNI  TO  MEET 

The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Ayden  Seminary-Eureka  Col- 
lege alumni  will  be  June  13,  at 
10  a.m.  The  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  Educational 
Building  of  the  Ayden  Church. 

The  historical  meeting  will 
focus  on  the  beginning  of  Ayden 
Seminary.  A  highlight  of  the 
day  will  be  a  visit  to  the  original 
site  of  Ayden  Seminary  and 
Eureka  College.  The  Rev. 
James  A.  Evans  and  Dr. 
Leonard  Earl  Harris  will  con- 
duct the  tour  and  share 
memories  of  the  early  days  of 
our  educational  history. 


Ayden  Seminary  began  j 
1897,  and  grew  into  Eureka  Cq 
lege  in  the  1920s.  The  colleg 
continued  operation  until  193 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  fir 
Mount  Olive  College  came  ini 
being  as  a  result  of  the  hope 
prayers  and  dreams  of  thoj 
who  witnessed  the  destructic 
of  Eureka  College. 

The  program  will  also  i] 
elude  a  display  of  catalogs,  pi 
tures  and  other  items  < 
historical  interest.  The  pr 
gram  will  conclude  with  a  lun( 
being  served  by  Pete 
Barbecue  at  $4  per  person. 

Ministers  are  encouraged 
both  attend  and  to  announ< 
this  meeting  in  their  churches 

Officers  of  the  associatk 
are:  president,  Dr.  Leona] 
Earl  Harris,  Rocky  Moun 
vice  president,  Wesley  Be 
dard,  Mount  Olive  Colleg< 
secretary,  Mrs.  Mabel  Jol 
Stokes,  Winterville;  ar 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Anna  Garr 
Hill,  Ayden. 

Membership  in  the  associ 
tion  is  open  to  all  alumni 
Ayden  Seminary  and  Eurel 
College,  members  of  the 
families,  and  all  other  persoi 
(ministers  and  laymen)  wl 
are  committed  to  the  purpose 
Christian  higher  educatu 
among  Original  Free  Will  Ba 
tists. 

For  information  on  tl 
annual  meeting,  contact  Frai 
R.  Harrison,  Director 
Denominational  Service 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mou 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 

BLEACHER  SEATS  FOR 
COLLEGE  HALL 

Five  bleacher  seats  were  co 
tributed  to  College  Hall  durii 
the  period  of  May  1-14.  Sea 
may  be  sponsored  in  honor  or 
memory  of  persons  chosen  t 
the  donors.  The  gifts  will  1 
recognized  by  a  nameplate  < 
the  seats  and  on  a  seating  cha 
in  the  lobby. 
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Summary  of  Bleacher  Seat  Gifts  Through  May  14 

ileacher  Seats  in  College  Hall 
[umber  Sponsored 
Balance  Needed 


1,200 
358 
842 


Ueacher  Seat  Donors:  May  1-16 

Irs.  Dola  Dudley,  Smithfield 
i  Memory  of  Mr.  Oscar  Webster 

By  Albemarle  Union  Meeting,  Pinetown 
a  Honor  of  my  Children:  Glenda  Hawkins,  Rebekah  Hill, 

Calvin  Heath,  Esther  Davis 

By  Mrs.  Lillian  H.  Heath,  Cove  City 
n  Memory  of  Mr.  Fernie  R.  Wood 

By  Mrs.  Doris  Wood  and  Children,  Chinquapin 
Iremont  Sunday  School,  Fremont 

Totals 


Number 
of  Seats 
($100  each) 

l 
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A  COMMITMENT  TO  THE  SEEN  AND  THE  ETERNAL: 
THE  DD7FERENCE  A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MAKES 

(Dr.  Craven  E.  Williams'  Mount  Olive  College  Alumni  Address) 
by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College  (left)  and  Dr.  Craven 
k.  Williams,  president  of  Gardner-Webb  College,  Boiling  Springs,  pause  during  a 
ftampus  tour.  Dr.  Williams  was  featured  speaker  at  the  May  5  Alumni  Reunion  lun- 
cheon. 


\  "Do  you  realize  that  our  col- 
ege  students  are  the  first 
generation  of  college  students 
to  be  reared  by  three  parents?" 
isked  Dr.  Craven  E.  Williams 
is  he  addressed  the  Mount 
plive  College  Alumni  at  the 
festive  Reunion  Luncheon  in 
College  Hall,  May  5.  Dr. 
Williams,  president  of 
Grardner-Webb  College,  iden- 
ified  the  three  parents  of  our 
tollege  students:  Mom,  Dad, 
find  Television.  "Mom  and  Dad 
taught  the  children  all  the 
things  they  knew.  Television 
aught  them  all  the  things  Mom 
ind  Dad  don't  know  how  to 
each." 

In  order  to  understand  the 
role  of  a  college— and  especial- 


ly a  Christian  college— in  the 
modern  world,  Dr.  Williams 
focused  upon  the  explosively 
expanding  age  from  which  cur- 
rent college  students  emerge 
and  upon  three  priorities  which 
a  Christian  college  must 
establish  for  these  keenly- 
aware,  television-soaked 
students. 

"Do  you  realize  that  the 
students  coming  to  us  next  fall 
were  only  a  year  old  when  John 
Glenn  orbited  the  earth  and 
Jimmy  Carter  was  elected  to 
the  Georgia  State  Senate?  They 
were  two  years  old  when  John 
Kennedy  was  assassinated. 
They  were  six  years  old  when 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
Robert      Kennedy  were 


assassinated.  They  were  ten 
years  old  when  Watergate  oc- 
curred and  Elizabeth  Taylor 
became  a  grandmother."  Dr. 
Williams  stressed,  "Do  you 
realize  that  the  students  com- 
ing to  us  have  lived  in  an  age 
when  forces  seek  to  destroy  the 
basic  fabric  of  their  world? 
Radical  extremists  distort 
truth.  Television  tries  to  per- 
suade all  of  us  that  our  salva- 
tion and  happiness  are  in  buy- 
ing one  more  gadget." 

In  order  to  offer  a  relevant 
curriculum  for  a  youth  fast-fed 
with  world-spun  news,  mini- 
series  drama,  materialistic- 
tuned  advertising,  and  a  fear- 
fretted  future,  Dr.  Williams 
succinctly  drew  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Alumni  into  a 
three-priority  focus.  With  a 
tone  of  charged  commitment  he 
challenged,  "And  the  Free  Will 
Baptists  are  asked  to  reach  to 
such  youth  and  to  say 
something  meaning  ful  to 
them." 

Noting  that  any  college 
across  North  Carolina  and 
elsewhere  can  offer  academic 
facts,  excellence  in  informa- 
tion, research,  and  scholarship, 
Dr.  Williams  pointedly  asked, 
'  'What  is  it  then  that  a  Christian 
college  offers  which  is  more 
valuable  than  what  a  state- 
supported  college  offers?  What 
is  to  be  done  with  God  on  the 
college  campus?  Why  is  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  the 
business  of  higher  education?" 

Three  priorities  stand  out  in  a 
Christian  college— the  priority 
of  meaning  fulness,  the  priority 
of  creativity,  and  the  priority  of 
morality.  First,  any  college 
should  have  academic-quality 
standards  built  into  every 
educational  aspect,  in  Dr. 
Williams'  view.  The  academic 
commitment  to  excellence, 
however,  must  not  omit  or 
neglect  a  deeper  commitment 
to  meaningfulness.  It  is  one 
thing  to  teach  facts;  it  is 
another  thing  to  teach  mean- 
ingfulness. It  is  one  thing  to 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Family  Devotion*^ 


SUNDAY, 
MAY 


27 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  21-24 
THE  SECRET 
Earl  Granville,  who  was  a  prominent  figure 
in  British  politics  in  the  latter  half  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria's reign,  once  asked  the  Countess  Cairns 
(wife  of  Earl  Cairns,  then  Lord  Chancellor), 
"Can  you  tell  me  how  it  is  that  no  matter  what 
business  is  on,  no  matter  how  he  may  be  pressed, 
your  husband  always  comes  down  to  the  House 
(of  Lords)  so  quietly  and  so  full  of  vigor  and 
power?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  Lady  Cairns  replied,  "I  can  tell 
you ;  he  always  spends  a  time  alone  with  his  God 
before  he  goes  into  the  House." 


If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us 
our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.  Therein 
will  we  be  powerful. 


MONDAY, 
MAY 


28 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  25-27 
LISTENING  TO  THE  VOICE  FROM  ABOVE 
At  the  corner  of  two  busy  thoroughfares, 
where  the  traffic  was  noisiest,  the  writer 
watched  a  man  who  was  working  quietly  at  the 
foot  of  a  telephone  pole.  He  seemed  to  know  by 
instinct  what  was  wanted  by  his  mate,  who  was 
at  work  away  up  at  the  top  of  the  pole ;  first  one 
tool,  then  another,  or  a  bit  of  wire  would  be  sent 
up,  and  the  two  were  working  together  in  such 
harmony  that  I  looked  more  carefully,  and  saw 
that  the  man  on  the  sidewalk  had  clamped  on  his 
head  what  looked  like  a  small  telephone  ap- 
paratus; one  ear  could  hear  the  sounds  around 
him,  but  the  other  was  deaf  to  them,  and  was 
listening  all  the  time  to  the  voice  from  above.  Be- 
ing in  constant  communication  they  could  work 
together  in  wonderful  unity. 


May  we  realize  anew  the  need  for  us  as  Christians  to  be 
ever  listening  for  the  voice  from  above. 


TUESDAY, 
MAY 


29 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  28-30 

WALKING  WITH  GOD 
There  are  two  men  who  are  said  to  have 
walked  with  God,  Enoch  and  Noah.  Many  people 
think  that  Enoch  had  a  very  delightful  time  of  it, 
sitting  on  clouds  and  singing  hymns  all  day !  But 
we  are  told  by  Jude  that  he  had  a  very  severe 
time  in  testifying  against  ungodliness;  and, 
therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  even  Enoch  had 
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altogether  a  delightful  experience.  But  whatev< 
you  may  think  about  Enoch,  remember  tti 
Noah  was  a  practical  man  of  affairs,  and  for  lj 
years,  probably,  he  preached  the  gospel 
righteousness  without  getting  a  single  conver 
and  all  the  while  he  was  walking  with  God. 


That  is  the  life  that  is  intended  for  us,  the  life  ofperpetu 
fellowship. 


WEDNESDAY,  qq 
MAY 


Scripture  Reading  — 2  Chronicles  31-33 

SOMEONE  ELSE  TO  BLAME 
Charles  Spurgeon  once  said,  "Could  e: 
cellent  spines  be  inserted  into  certain  brethre: 
it  would  be  well;  but  backbone  would  rend< 
them  unfashionable."  So  the  cry  goes  on,  "t 
made  me  do  it."  A  minister  once  asked  a  your 
man  in  San  Quentin  Prison, '  'Why  did  you  do  it? 
The  answer  was  the  same  old  story:  "Bad  cor 
pany.  They  put  me  up  to  it."  The  minister 
answer  was  thought-provoking.  He  said:  "So  yc 
admit  you  are  just  a  follower,  and  have  no  wi 
power  of  your  own;  you  just  do  what  you  ai 
told?  Suppose  they  told  you  to  cut  off  yoi 
hand?"  The  boy  replied,  "O.K.,  Parson,  you  wii 
I  was  to  blame  ;  I  did  it,  and  I'm  sorry  now,  bi 
it's  too  late.  I  did  cut  off  my  very  life  to  go  wi1 
the  crowd.  If  I  had  had  that  will  power  I  wouldr 
be  here." 


For  me,  'twas  not  the  truth  you  taught, 
To  you,  so  clear,  to  me  so  dim, 

But  when  you  came  to  me  you  brought 
A  sense  of  Him. 


THURSDAY, 
MAY 


31 


Scripture  Reading— 2  Chronicles  34-36 

A  LITTLE  INDIAN  GIRL'S  PRAYER 
In  Memories  of  Yesterdays,  by  Isabella  IV 
Alden,  is  related  a  story  which  Mrs.  Alden  hear 
Dr.  Maud  Allen,  a  missionary  to  India,  tel 
Nonine  was  a  girl  rescued  among  the  famine  su 
ferers,  and  cared  for  in  the  mission.  The  litti 
girl  was  very  fond  of  jewelry,  and  she  yielded  1 
the  temptation  to  take  some  flour  from  the  mi 
sion's  supply  and  trade  it  to  a  peddler  for  a  shin 
ring.  Finally,  she  confessed  with  great  bitternes 
of  soul,  and  Mrs.  Allen  said:  "Finally,  w 
kneeled  down  to  pray,  and  that  little  girl,  just  on 
year  removed  from  the  lowest  depths  ( 
heathenism,  prayed  these  words:  'Oh,  dea 
Lord,  my  Jesus,  do  make  me  care  much  les 
about  jewels  for  my  body,  and  much  more  aboi 
jewels  for  my  heart.'  " 
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And  from  your  eyes  He  beckons  me, 

And  from  your  heart  His  love  is  shed, 

Till  I  lose  sight  of  you— and  see 
The  Christ  instead. 

jlUDAY,  1 
UNE 

xipture  Reading— Ezra  1,  2 

BLANKET  CONFESSIONS 
An  illustration  used  by  a  Chinese  evangelist : 
;  woman  with  a  bundle  of  dirty  washing  had 
iken  it  to  the  riverside  with  the  purpose  of 
lashing  it.  But  she  was  ashamed  to  open  it  for 
tar  someone  would  see  how  dirty  it  was ;  so  she 
ist  plunged  the  whole  bundle  into  the  water, 
tgged  it  up  and  down  several  times,  and  then 
ent  home  with  it.  A  lot  of  people  are  like  that 
plish  woman.  They  have  many  sins  that  need  to 
e  cleansed,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  bring 
iem  out  and  confess  them  one  by  one.  They  just 
m,  "Lord,  I  am  a  sinner,  forgive  me."  So,  they 
>ver  up  all  their  sins,  their  thefts,  and  their  lies, 
id  their  jealousies,  and  their  hatred. 


But  they  have  to  be  brought  out  and  confessed,  and  only 
en  can  they  be  cleansed. 

fATURDAY,  „ 

(UNE  * 

Iripture  Reading  — Ezra  3-5 

ONLY  A  PLAIN  TICKET  WILL  DO 
"So,  John,  you've  got  fairly  into  the 
ingdom.  You  have  been  long  seeking;  how  did 
|ou  get  in  at  last? ' '  "Oh,  it  was  the  simplest  thing 
Ik  the  world;  it  was  just  by  presenting  the  right 
[cket  ....  It  was  as  plain  a  ticket  as  you  ever 
Sought  for  a  public  meeting :  it  had  nothing  on  it 
ut  the  words  "Admit  the  Bearer- A  SINNER." 
. .  What  kept  me  so  long  from  getting  in  was  that 
always  added  something  to  the  words  on  the 
tcket,  when  I  presented  it.  Whenever  the  Lord 
aw  anything  of  my  adding,  it  was  refused.  The 
irst  time  I  went,  I  wrote  at  the  bottom,  'But  not 
b  great  a  sinner  as  many  of  my  neighbors.'  That 
/ould  not  do,  so  I  rubbed  it  out  and  put  down, 
Sut  is  doing  the  best  he  can  to  improve.'  That 
Vould  not  do,  either,  so  I  became  anxious,  and 
jrayed  and  wept  awhile,  and  then,  under  the 
Vords,  'Admit  the  bearer— a  sinner,'  I  wrote, 
ffho  is  praying  and  weeping  for  his  sins.'  Even 
hat  wouldn't  do.  After  that  I  began  to  despair, 
,nd  wrote  down,  'Too  great  a  sinner  to  be  saved.' 
tTiat  only  made  matters  worse,  and  I  had  almost 
ftven  up,  when  I  looked  at  Christ  and  heard  Him 
jay,  'Him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
lut.'  ...  I  remembered  that  Jesus  had  said,  'I 
jame  ...  to  call  .  .  .  sinners  to  repentance,'  so  I 
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pulled  out  the  old  ticket,  and,  without  adding  a 
word,  presented  it,  was  accepted,  and  I 
entered." 


Go  thou  and  do  likewise. 

SUNDAY, 
JUNE  6 

Scripture  Reading  — Ezra  6,  7 
NOT  UNTIL  THE  BLIGHT  WAS  REMOVED 
A  young  missionary  wrote  to  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Aldis  of  England:  "When  I  was  before  the  can- 
didates' committee,  I  told  a  lie.  I  was?  so  anxious 
to  get  to  the  mission  field;  and  I  feared  if  I 
answered  that  question  as  I  ought  to  have 
answered  it,  I  would  never  have  got  there,  so  I 
said  what  was  not  true.  Ever  since  I  arrived  in 
this  land  where  I  am  seeking  to  witness  for  God, 
that  lie  has  been  like  a  blight  upon  me,  a  blight  as 
I  try  to  learn  the  language,  as  I  commence  learn- 
ing my  ministry,  and  every  time  I  kneel  to  pray, 
the  Lord  puts  His  finger  on  that  lie  which  I  told. 
At  last,  in  desperation,  I  am  writing  to  you,  as  I 
owe  it  to  you.  I  must  get  right."  He  added, 
"From  the  very  moment  I  determined  by  God's 
grace  to  write  the  letter,  everything  has 
changed,  and  God  is  beginning  to  use  me,  and  I 
know  that  souls  are  going  to  be  saved. ' ' 


Not  merely  in  the  words  you  say, 

Not  merely  in  the  deed  confessed, 

But  in  the  most  unconscious  way 
Is  Christ  confessed. 

MONDAY,  4 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Ezra  8,  9 

ALL  LIFE  CHANGED 
An  influential  Chinese  who  held  high  office  in 
the  educational  life  of  China  accepted  Christ.  He 
had  magnificent  prospects  before  him:  position, 
influence,  opportunity,  all  were  his.  The  study  of 
the  New  Testament  brought  to  him  the  convic- 
tion that  Christ  was  the  Saviour  of  men,  and  his 
Saviour.  After  a  period  of  struggle  and  of  count- 
ing the  cost,  he  determined  upon  his  confession 
before  men.  His  dearest  friend  pleaded  with  him 
earnestly,  agonizingly.  He  pleaded  in  vain.  Then 
he  urged  him  to  secret  discipleship.  "Bow  to  the 
tablet  of  Confucius ;  it  is  only  an  empty  form,  and 
you  can  believe  what  you  like  in  your  heart."  It 
was  a  struggle,  but  he  replied:  "A  few  days  ago 
one  came  to  dwell  within  my  heart;  He  has 
changed  all  life  for  me  forever." 


I  dare  not  bow  to  any  other,  lest  He  depart. 
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TUESDAY,  k 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Ezra  10 

"A  TOWHEADED  NORWEGIAN 
BOY  STOOD  UP" 
In  one  of  our  meetings  a  little  towheaded 
Norwegian  boy  stood  up.  He  could  hardly  speak  a 
word  of  English,  but  he  got  up  and  came  to  the 
front.  He  trembled  and  the  tears  trickled  down 
his  cheeks  as  he  said,  "If  I  tell  the  world  about 
Jesus,  He  will  tell  the  Father  about  me."  That 
was  all  he  said,  but  in  those  few  words  he  said 
more  than  all  the  rest  of  them,  young  and  old 
together.  They  went  straight  down  into  the  heart 
of  every  one  present. 


"If  I  tell  the  world" — yes,  that's  what  it  means  to  confess 
Christ. 

WEDNESDAY,  g 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Nehemiah  1-3 

TWO  DIFFERENT  MARTINS 
At  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  Martin 
of  Basle  came  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  but, 
afraid  to  make  a  public  confession,  he  wrote  on  a 
leaf  of  parchment:  "O  most  merciful  Christ,  I 
know  that  I  can  be  saved  only  by  the  merit  of  thy 
blood.  Holy  Jesus,  I  acknowledge  thy  sufferings 
for  me.  I  love  thee!  I  love  thee!"  Then  he  re- 
moved a  stone  from  the  wall  of  his  chamber  and 
hid  it  there.  It  was  not  discovered  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years.  About  the  same  time  Martin 
Luther  found  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ.  He  said: 
"My  Lord  has  confessed  me  before  men;  I  will 
not  shrink  from  confessing  Him  before  kings." 


The  world  knows  what  followed,  and  today  it  reveres  the 
memory  of  Luther  but  as  for  Martin  of  Basle,  who  cares  for 
him? 

THURSDAY,  - 
JUNE  ' 

Scripture  Reading  —  Nehemiah  4-6 

WHEN  HE  CAME  TO  THE  END  OF  SELF 
A  young  lad  was  troubled  in  soul.  He  had  at- 
tended some  services  where  the  preacher  used 
many  passages  concerning  the  utter  depravity  of 
the  human  heart.  The  preacher  quoted:  "All 
have  sinned";  "There  is  none  righteous,  no,  not 
one";  "All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray"; 
"Dead  in  trespasses  and  sin."  The  lad  refused 
the  application  of  these  Scriptures  to  himself. 
His  philosophy  was  this:  "I  know  there  is  some 
bad  about  me,  but  I  am  not  utterly  bad.  I  have 
just  about  as  much  good  about  me  as  bad."  In 
this  frame  of  mind,  he  sought  salvation,  but 
could  not  find  it.  For  six  months  this  striving  in 
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his  soul  continued,  until  finally  he  was  s 
wearied  with  the  struggle  that  he  sat  doy 
beside  the  road  to  see  whether  he  was  real 
honest  in  his  heart.  The  more  he  consider^ 
himself,  the  more  he  condemned  himself,  uni 
finally  he  cried  out:  "O  God,  Thou  art  righteoii 
I  am  just  utterly  bad  from  head  to  foot.  If  Y( 
sent  me  to  Hell,  that  is  what  I  deserve! " 


As  soon  as  this  confession  had  burst  from  his  heart  a; 
lips,  the  Holy  Spirit  revealed  the  Saviour  to  him.  He  trust 
his  soul  to  Christ  and  went  on  his  way  with  peace. 

FRIDAY,  « 
JUNE  * 

Scripture  Reading— Nehemiah  7,  8 

SHE  DID  WANT  HER  NAME  KNOWN 
George  Pentecost  used  to  tell  of  a  timid  litt 
girl  who  came  to  the  leader  of  a  meeting  ar 
said,  "Will  you  pray  for  me  at  the  meetin 
please,  but  do  not  mention  my  name."  Wh« 
every  head  was  bowed  and  there  was  perfe 
silence  he  prayed  for  her  and  said,  "O  Lor 
there  is  a  little  girl  here  who  does  not  want  hi 
name  known,  but  Thou  dost  know  her;  save  h< 
precious  soul."  There  was  stillness  for  a  momei 
and  then  way  back  in  the  congregation  a  litt 
girl  arose  and  a  little  pleading  voice  sai 
"Please,  it's  me,  Jesus,  it's  me."  She  did  n 
want  to  have  a  doubt. 


She  wanted  to  be  saved  and  she  was  not  ashamed  to  sa 
"Jesus,  it's  me. " 

SATURDAY,  q 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Nehemiah  9,  10 

SOMETHING  IN  IT  AFTER  ALL 
There  is  nothing  that  so  takes  the  joy  out 
life  like  unconfessed  sin  on  the  conscience.  I  on< 
heard  the  late  Dr.  F.  E.  Marsh  tell  that  on  one  o 
casion  he  was  preaching  on  this  question  ar 
urging  his  hearers  on  the  importance  of  confe 
sion  of  sin,  and,  wherever  possible,  of  restitutic 
for  wrong  done  to  others.  Afterward  a  your 
man  came  up  to  him  and  said:  "Pastor,  you  ha> 
put  me  in  a  sad  fix.  I  have  wronged  another  ar 
am  ashamed  to  confess  it  or  try  to  put  it  right, 
am  a  boat-builder  and  the  man  I  work  for  is  s 
infidel.  I  have  talked  to  him  often  about  his  net 
of  Christ  and  have  urged  him  to  come  and  he* 
you  preach,  but  he  scoffs  and  ridicules  it  all.  ] 
my  work  copper  nails  are  used  because  they  c 
not  rust  in  the  water,  but  they  are  quite  expe; 
sive,  so  I  had  been  carrying  home  quantities  < 
them  to  use  on  a  boat  I  am  building  in  m 
backyard."  The  pastor's  sermon  had  brougl 
him  to  face  the  fact  that  he  was  just  a  commc 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


*3or  May  27 

BE  PATIENT 
BEFORE  GOD 

t 

esson  Text:  James  5:7-18 
[emory  Verse :  James  5 : 16 

;  My  five-year-old  son  and  I 
lanted   some   radish  seeds 
arly  one  spring.  Each  day 
hen  I  came  home,  he  wanted 
>  go  out  to  the  garden  and  see 
ow  they  were  growing.  Mark 
;as   impatient   because  he 
ouldn't  see  immediate  results, 
ut  in  a  few  days  the  seeds  ger- 
linated   and   were  poking 
irough  the   ground.  Almost 
very  day,  however,  we  had  to 
o  through  the  ritual  of  check- 
lg  the  plants.  In  about  three 
reeks  radishes  the  size  of  one's 
Ittle  finger  had  formed.  Then 
ne  day  I  went  out  to  the  garden 
nd  found  the  radishes  pulled 
ut  of  the  ground  and  wilted, 
("urning  to  Mark  I  asked,  "Do 
ou  know  how  this  happened?" 
"Daddy,"  came  his  plaintive 
eply,  "I  was  just  trying  to 
elp.  They  were  growing  so 
low,  I  thought  if  I  stretched 
hem  a  little  bit,  they'd  grow 
ut  of  the  ground  faster." 
We  may  smile  a  bit  at  this 
hildish  impatience  that  led  to 
he   unfortunate   results,  but 
taven't  we  all  on  occasion  been 
tuilty  of  similar  actions?  All  of 
Vhich  points  up  the  fact  that  we 
.re  not  born  with  the  attribute 
If  patience  but  must  acquire  it 
iy  experience. 

|  The  first  six  verses  of  the 
Closing  chapter  of  James  con- 
ain  a  severe  indictment  of  rich 
hen.  In  fact,  the  criticism  is  so 
Strong  that  many  feel  these 
Vords  were  not  directed  at 
Christians  but  at  the  enemies  of 
he  Lord's  church.  If  this  is  the 
iase,  and  it  seems  a  reasonable 
iypothesis,  then  this  condem- 
tation  was  intended  to  help  and 
ncourage  Christians.  It  en- 
:ouraged  them  by  helping  them 
o  understand  that  even  though 
hey  were  now  suffering  many 
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things  from  the  hands  of  rich 
oppressors,  the  time  would 
come  when  God  would  exact 
His  own  judgment  upon  them. 
Because  of  this,  the  oppressed 
slaves  and  poor  people  were  ex- 
horted to  be  patient  in  bearing 
their  burdens. 

Modern  civilization,  making 
insistent  demands  on  us,  does 
little  to  encourage  the  develop- 
ment of  the  virtue  of  patience. 
We  have  become  so  caught  up 
in  this  hectic  rush  of  life  that  we 
accept  it  as  normal.  We  need 
spend  only  a  few  days  in  a  less 
advanced  culture  to  realize  how 
enslaved  we  have  become  to 
the  clock  or,  in  some  cases, 
even  the  stop  watch.  Living 
among  a  people  who  have  little 
regard  for  the  clock,  and  even 
in  some  cases  a  calendar,  we 
Westerners  at  first  feel  utter 
frustration.  Life  proceeds  at  a 
leisurely  pace,  appointments 
are  not  always  kept,  nor 
schedules  met.  Yet,  after  a 
while  we  may  learn  that  people 
who  are  not  always  forging 
ahead  at  full  speed  may  under- 
stand the  real  issues  of  life  bet- 
ter than  we  do.  James's  ad- 
monitions to  patience  were 
directed  to  those  who  were  fac- 
ing persecutions  and  afflic- 
tions, but  they  apply  with  equal 
force  to  those  of  us  who  are  af- 
flicted by  the  time  clock  syn- 
drome. How,  then,  are  we  to 
develop  patience  in  the  face  of 
these  pressures?  We  begin  by 
reaffirming  our  faith  in  a  car- 
ing, concerned  God,  not  just  in 
some  remote  deity.  We  believe 
in  a  God  who  is  active  in  human 
affairs  and  who  is  in  control  of 
our  destinies  regardless  of  how 
things  may  presently  appear. 

So  many  of  the  things  we 
become  impatient  about  won't 
matter  a  whit  a  hundred  years 
from  now,  or  even  next  week, 
for  that  matter.  We  must  learn 
to  allow  God's  Word  to  give  us 
direction  in  separating  the  im- 
portant things  from  the  less  im- 
portant and  the  trivial  things. 


One  of  our  problems  is  that 
we  have  an  obsession  about 
time.  In  doing  the  Lord's  work 
we  often  insist  that  the  activity 
must  be  carried  out  within  the 
framework  of  our  schedule.  We 
often  fail  to  recognize  that 
God's  schedule  may  not  coin- 
cide with  ours.  Patience  will 
help  us  to  relax  and  realize  that 
His  scheduling  is  best. — Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary 

For  June  3 

GOD'S  PEOPLE 
DEMAND  A  KING 

Lesson  Text:  1  Samuel  12:14-25 
Memory  Verse :  1  Samuel  12 : 24 

For  many  years  the  Hebrew 
people  had  lived  under  a 
system  of  judges.  These  judges 
helped  deliver  the  Israelites 
from  various  surrounding 
peoples  who  troubled  them 
periodically.  A  cycle  developed 
at  this  time.  When  the  judge 
died,  the  people  soon  slipped  in- 
to sin  and  rebellion.  Bondage 
by  foreign  people  followed. 
When,  in  the  depths  of  their 
misery,  the  people  cried  out  to 
God,  He  raised  up  another 
judge,  and  the  cycle  was 
repeated. 

Samuel  had  judged  the  peo- 
ple for  many  years.  In  his  old 
age  he  appointed  his  two  sons 
judges  over  the  people.  When 
the  two  proved  themselves  un- 
worthy of  that  position,  the  peo- 
ple asked  Samuel  to  appoint  a 
king  over  them  instead.  God 
was  displeased,  for  He  knew 
that  their  request  was  a  rejec- 
tion of  His  rule  over  them.  In  ef- 
fect He  was  their  invisible 
King,  with  judges  serving  as 
His  human  agents. 

Following  God's  direction, 
Samuel  pointed  out  the  great 
expense  a  royal  establishment 
would  entail  and  warned  that 
military  conscription  and  other 
unfavorable  actions  were  cer- 
tain to  ensue.  This  is  detailed  in 
1  Samuel  8. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2)  i 

I  remember  an  older  lady  who  lost  her  glasses  recently/ 
making  a  profound  statement.  She  told  me  that  she  had  rather 
live  love  than  find  her  glasses.  I  didn't  quite  understand  at 
first. 

But  now  I  think  I  do.  Now  I  know  that  it  is  time  that  we  all 
stop  pointing  fingers,  that  we  all  stop  rushing  about,  and  start 
living  love.  I  believe  that  is  what  God  would  have  us  do. 


In  spite  of  Samuel's  warn- 
ings, the  people  insisted  that 
they  wanted  a  king.  Finally,  the 
Lord  told  Samuel  to  accede  to 
their  request  and  give  them  a 
king  (8:22). 

It  was  true  that  Samuel's 
greedy  and  crooked  sons  were 
not  worthy  to  judge  the  people ; 
it  was  also  true  that  it  appeared 
his  sons  would  succeed  him. 
But  the  people  should  have 
realized  that  God  was  as  aware 
of  the  deficiencies  of  Samuel's 
sons  as  they  were.  He  had  pro- 
vided leadership  in  crises 
before  and  certainly  would  do 
so  again.  Just  as  Samuel  had 
replaced  Eli  rather  than  Eli's 
sons,  so  God  could  have 
brought  new  leadership  to  light 
for  His  people. 

However,  at  the  heart  of  the 
people's  request  for  a  king  was 
their  desire  to  be  "like  all  the 
nations"  (1  Samuel  8:20).  They 
were  tired  of  being  different 
and  wanted  to  conform  to  the 
political  practices  they  saw  in 
the  nations  surrounding  them. 
This  was  a  fatal  fallacy.  From 
such  a  position  it  was  just  a  step 
to  the  conclusion  that,  since 
"all  the  nations"  round  about 
worshiped  idols,  so  should  they. 
This  was  a  step  they  did  take 
later  on. 

It  is  interesting  that  God 
allowed  the  people  to  have  a 
king— even  though  it  was  a 
repudiation  of  His  leadership  of 
them.  He  was  willing  to  work 
with  them  even  though  they 
were  not  adhering  to  His  ideal 
plan  for  their  government.  It 
certainly  is  a  comfort  to  us  to 
know  that  at  times  when  we  fail 
to  do  what  we  later  see  was  in- 
deed God's  will  for  us,  He  still 
helps  us  as  long  as  we  try  to  do 
His  will. — Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

teach  the  seen;  it  is  another 
thing  to  teach  the  unseen. 

Emphasizing  the  value  of 
meaning  in  education,  Dr. 
Williams   noted  how  botany 


would  not  be  as  valuable  if  only 
cold  hard  data  was  a  part  of  its 
presentation.  To  study  botany 
is  to  study  not  only  facts  but 
also  meaning.  The  secrets  of 
plants  and  flowers  point  to  the 
creation  of  God.  The  facts  of  the 
stars  in  astronomy  point  to  the 
glory  of  God.  The  cold 
historical  data  of  humanity's 
struggle  to  be  free  point  to  the 
reality  that  God's  truth  is 
marching  throughout  history. 

Dr.  Williams  declared,  "At  a 
Christian  college  we  start  with 
facts;  we  end  with  meaning. 
We  start  with  the  seen;  we  end 
with  the  eternal. " 

The  second  priority  he  em- 
phasized to  the  MOC  Alumni 
was  the  Christian  commitment 
to  thinking,  to  creativity,  and  to 
autonomy.  "We  seek  to  expand 
talents,  to  open  doors,  to  allow 
a  genuine  academic  search  for 
truth.  We  do  not  burn  books ;  we 
buy  more  books,"  Dr.  Williams 
declared. 

The  third  priority  he  stressed 
was  the  Christian  commitment 
to  morality.  "It  is  one  thing  to 
teach  the  hard  facts  of  life ;  it  is 
another  thing  to  teach  morali- 
ty," he  said. 

"Remember,"  he  cautioned 
Alumni  and  Faculty,  "it  is  one 
thing  to  give  credit  for  128 
hours.  But  it  is  far  more  impor- 
tant to  be  true  to  the  denomina- 
tion by  directing  education  to 
something  deep  within  a  stu- 
dent. Education  should  lead  to 
a  meaningful  relationship  to 
God  and  to  men." 

Noting  that  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege stands  alone  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Dr. 
Williams  believes  this  is  a 
crucial  challenge  for  the  Col- 
lege. Such  a  transition  to  a  four- 


year  status  is  a  vision  of 
teaching  commitment.  And  1 
gird  the  loins  of  the  leaders  an 
graduates  of  Mount  Olive  Co 
lege,  Dr.  Williams  proclaime 
almost  as  a  prophet  from  a  hig 
hill  when  the  sky  is  clear  bij 
the  wind  wails,  "You  here  hav 
the  faith  which  encourages  thj 
search  for  truth.  Remembei 
the  search  for  truth  has  nothin\ 
to  fear." 

FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

thief.  "But,"  said  he,  "I  cannc 
go  to  my  boss  and  tell  him  whsj 
I  have  done,  or  offer  to  pay  fcl 
those  I  have  used.  If  I  do  he  wij 
think  I  am  just  a  hypocrite,  an] 
yet  those  copper  nails  ar| 
digging  into  my  conscience 
and  I  know  I  shall  never  havj 
peace  until  I  put  this  mattei 
right."  One  night  he  cam! 
again  to  Dr.  Marsh  and  e>| 
claimed,  "Pastor,  I've  settlei 
for  the  copper  nails,  and  m; 
conscience  is  relieved  at  last.' 
"What  happened  when  you  con 
fessed?"  asked  the  pastor 
"Oh,  he  looked  queerly  at  me 
and  then  said,  'George, 
always  did  think  you  were  jus 
a  hypocrite,  but  now  I  begin  t< 
feel  there's  something  in  thi: 
Christianity  after  all.'  " 


Any  religion  that  makes  a  dishones 
workman  confess  that  he  has  beet 
stealing  copper  nails,  and  offer  to  settlt 
for  them,  must  be  worth  having. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight 's  Master  Book  o 
New  Illustrations,  Walter  B.  Knight. 

NO  BAPTIST 

Due  to  our  policy  of  printinf 
only  48  issues  a  year,  there  wil 
not  be  a  Free  Will  Baptist  papei 
dated  May  30.  The  next  issue 
will  be  June  6. 
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1984  Camp  Vandemere 
Woman's  Conference 


Theme:  "Marks  of  Maturity' ' 


Check  In  Time:  Monday,  10  a.m. 


Check  Out  Time:  Friday,  10  a.m. 


June  18-20 


Bible  Teacher : 

Crafts: 
Music : 

Woman  of  the  Year  Chairman: 


Nina  Grace  Register 

Happy  Taylor 

Route  1,  Box  187 

Deep  Run,  North  Carolina  28525 

523-9644  or  658-4933 

Rudene  Kennedy 

Louise  Bryan  and  Hazel  Stilley 

Annie  Belle  Hines 

Margaret  Ard 

Route  1 

Pink  Hill,  North  Carolina  28525 


It  is  that  time  again!  Camp  Vandemere  Woman's  Conference! 
Our  theme  is  "Marks  of  Maturity." 

Elect  your  Woman  of  the  Year  and  send  her  to  camp.  If  your 
group  plans  to  come  for  the  day,  we  need  to  know. 

So  you  make  plans,  also,  to  join  us  for  the  entire  week.  An  ex- 
cellent program  has  been  planned.  We  are  looking  forward  to  see- 
ing you  there. 

Happy 

Camp  Fees:  $50.00  (Registration  fee  $10.00  with  remaining  $40.00 
due  on  arrival) 


Name  

Address 
Church  _ 
Phone  


REGISTRATION  FOR  CAMP  VANDEMERE 


Age 


DAY  CAMPERS  ONLY: 
Name  


Church 


Days  Planning  to  Attend. 


Send  forms  to  Happy  Taylor  at  the  address  given  above. 
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11:30  A.M.    We  invite  you  to  be  our  guests  for  lunch. 
1:00  P.M.    Join  us  for  our  worship  service. 
2:00  P.M.   Tour  the  Children's  Home  campus. 


Guest  Speaker 

The  Rev.  Gary  M.  Bailey,  pastor  of  Stoney  Creek 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  president  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 


May  Is  Children's  Home  Month. 
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Editorial  (HHMKmflmHHHHMHM^HBl 

Tears,  Prayers, 
and  Understanding  Hearts 

Eli,  the  Mennonite  "holy  man,"  stood  beside  the  closed! 
coffin  which  minutes  later  would  be  lowered  into  the  ground 
and  said,  "We  have  stood  here  many  times.  Often,  we  have? 
wept,  we  have  prayed,  and  we  have  tried  to  understand.  But, 
this  time  is  different.  We  have  not  wept.  And  we  have  not 
prayed.  And  we  have  not  tried  to  understand." 

Eli  knew  that  his  people  had  failed  to  show  remorse  for  the' 
young  dissident.  Once  he  had  been  a  faithful  member  of  their* 
fold— but  no  longer  was  he  considered  part  of  their  number.1 
The  young  man  had  left  "the  farm"  and  become  "worldly."  fl 

My  mind  went  into  action  when  I  heard  Eli's  words.  I 
thought  of  our  lack  of  concern  for  souls,  for  those  who  are  dy- 
ing without  a  Saviour.  I  wondered  if  we  do  care  that  there  are 1 
those  who  no  longer  fellowship  with  us  because  of  hurt  feel- 
ings,  not  doctrinal  reasons.  All  I  could  think  of  were  existing 1 
power  struggles  where  everyone  tries  to  keep  their  hands  on 1 
things  and  be  in  constant  control.  I  wondered  if  our  recent  in- 
terest in  evangelism  will  prove  to  be  just  another  passing  fan- 1 
cy,  all  too  soon  the  latest  fad  to  be  swept  aside.  I  thought  of 1 
churches  where  young  people  do  not  attend,  are  not  loved  and 
nurtured.  I  saw  groups  aligning  to  target  attacks  against 1 
others  in  our  ranks  and  asked  how  we  could  call  ourselves  1 
Christians.  I  wondered  if  there  still  exist  those  who  have  ! 
backbones,  those  willing  to  call  sin  "sin,"  those  not  willing  to 
waiver  their  beliefs.  Such  individuals  have  to  know  what  "thus 
saith  the  Lord."  And  then  I  thought:  We  have  not  wept.  We 
have  not  prayed.  And  we  have  not  tried  to  understand. 

Like  many  others  in  my  generation,  I  am  more  proficient  1 
at  a  win/lose  style  of  life  than  I  might  be  at  helping  my  brother 
to  win.  Then  again,  I  guess  we  all  are.  It  seems  than  we  are 
more  ready,  willing,  and  able  to  put  him  down  than  to  hold  him 
up.  We  find  it  much  easier  to  say,  "I  am  what  I  am"  and  let  it  1 
go  at  that.  We  would  much  rather  the  world  accommodate  ' 
itself  to  us.  You  see,  we  know  where  we  are  and  wish  that  those  ' 
who  are  around  us  would  know  it,  too.  Our  life-style  assumes  1 
that  where  we  are  is  the  most  important  thing  in  the  universe,  ! 
so  the  world  should  shape  itself  to  us. 

Our  win/lose  approach  to  life  has  crept  into  the  church; 
and  it  is  ultimately  destructive  to  the  fabric  of  personal  and  in- 
terpersonal life— the  church  itself.  We  should  seek  a  behavior 
which  is  win/win.  This  requires  that  each  man  and  woman, 
boy  and  girl  hold  up  the  other  because  he/she  trusts  that  they 
are  doing  the  same  for  him/her.  There  is  no  attempt  to  under- 
mine the  joy  of  struggle,  but  the  struggle  itself  helps  both  to 
win.  That  which  is  being  attacked  is  the  struggle  to  defeat 
others— not  selfhood  itself. 

Competition,  we  are  told,  is  part  of  the  very  backbone  of 
our  culture.  But  our  struggle  to  win,  to  look  good  to  others,  has 
replaced  our  concern  for  the  other  man.  It  is  time  that  we  put 
things  in  the  right  perspective. 

We  need  to  weep  .  .  . 

We  need  to  pray  .  .  . 

We  need  to  try  to  understand  once  more. 
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PRIME  TIME 

submitted  by  De  Wayne  Eakes 


We  had  just  finished  supper  and  I  was 
fading  for  a  meeting.  My  wife  grabbed  me. '  'Do 
vu  realize  that  it's  been  thirty-two  nights  since 
;i>u  were  home  when  the  children  went  to  bed? 
'here  do  we  fit  into  your  ministry?"  she 
iiouted. 

I  didn't  know.  Already  frustrated  by  a  never- 
iiding  demand  on  my  time,  I  exploded.  "All  I 
It  is  pressure  from  home  and  criticism  from  the 
ilurch.  There's  only  one  of  me,  you  know.  I  just 
ipn't  have  enough  time!" 

"You  have  twenty-four  hours  a  day,"  she 
lid,  "just  like  everybody  else.  It's  a  matter  of 
jiorities." 

j  She  was  right.  I  knew  it  then  and  I  know  it 
jw.  If  I'm  not  careful,  I  could  spend  all  my  time 
;  the  church.  I  guess  I  feel  more  competent  as  a 
Istor  than  I  do  as  a  husband  or  father.  But  for 
hatever  reason,  I  manage  to  average  six  days 
id  five  nights  a  week  at  the  church.  Even  that's 
stter  than  it  used  to  be.  But  I  still  struggle  to  get 
ly  job  done.  Sometimes  I  feel  it's  just  impossi- 
le. 

I  am  the  resident  theologian,  the  father  of  all 
hurch  happenings,  the  local  expert  in 
i^angelism,  stewardship,  church  management 
nd  worship.  I  lead  small  groups,  teach  classes, 
lake  calls.  Some  days  I  feel  as  though  I  direct  as 
iuch  activity  as  the  control  tower  of  the  city  air- 
ibrt,  and  eleven  o'clock  comes  every  Sunday 
lorning,  ready  or  not. 

My  second  year  in  the  ministry,  I  went  to  see 
le  doctor,  complaining  of  being  tired.  "Even 
rake  up  tired,"  I  told  him. 

"Tom,"  he  said  as  he  wrote  out  an  unusual 
rescription,  "take  this  and  you'll  be  okay."  It 
ead: 

Once  a  day  for  a  week,  drive  into  the 
heart  of  Greenwood  Cemetery.  Look 
around.  Take  your  time.  Notice  the  tomb- 
stones. Then  say  aloud,  "Most  of  these  folks 
were  convinced  that  the  world  just  couldn't 
get  along  without  'em."  So  slow  up!  You 
don't  have  to  save  the  entire  world,  not  all 
by  yourself. 

I  didn't  take  his  prescription.  And  I  am  still 
Lred. 

And  I'm  not  the  only  one.  Our  whole  society 
uns  revved  up.  One  pastor  said,  "I  live  at  such  a 
•ace,  if  I  miss  the  first  section  of  a  revolving 


door,  it  throws  my  schedule  off  for  the  rest  of  the 
day . ' '  We  laugh  at  him ;  but  we  also  groan  a  little . 
He  describes  a  bit  of  each  of  us.  We  seem  to  think 
the  only  way  to  succeed  is  to  rush. 

An  old  man  carefully  drives  along  the  ex- 
pressway at  40  miles  per  hour.  Cars  zoom  by, 
drivers  shake  their  fists  at  him  as  they  risk  a 
chance  to  pass.  He  is  a  driving  hazard. 

Finally,  a  patrolman  pulls  him  over.  "Old 
man,"  he  asks,  "do  you  know  why  I  stopped 
you?" 

"Sure,"  says  the  old  man,  as  cars  whiz  by. 
"I'm  the  only  one  you  could  catch." 

I'm  like  that  old  man,  afraid  if  I  slow  up,  I'll 
get  caught.  So  I  use  long  weekends  and  daylight 
savings  time  to  squeeze  in  more  work.  Some  call 
it  "BMB"  syndrome— "Behold  Me  Busy."  It's  as 
though  I  owe  it  to  God  to  be  tired. 

Yet  it's  foolish  to  think  God  finds  joy  in  my 
exhaustion.  When  I'm  tired,  I  don't  think  clearly 
or  relate  well  either  to  God  or  other  people,  in- 
cluding my  family.  I  tell  myself  that  I  work  best 
under  pressure.  But  that's  not  true.  I  may  work 
harder  when  I  am  pushing  toward  a  deadline  but 
that  doesn't  mean  I  work  better.  The  truth  is,  I 
don't  work  as  well  as  I  would  have  if  I  had 
managed  my  time  better. 

More  accurately,  I  should  say,  if  I  manage 
myself  better  in  the  time  I  have.  Unlike  weight  or 
talents,  God  gives  each  of  us  an  equal  amount  of 
time.  We  are  responsible  to  Him  for  our  use  of  it. 
We  never  "make  time"  or  "save  time."  We 
simply  fit  ourselves  in  the  time  we  have. 

Today's  pastor  is  in  trouble.  One  study  shows 
that  the  average  workweek  for  a  parish  pastor  is 
66.7  hours.  I  believe  it.  Every  pastor  I  know 
struggles  with  this  matter  of  time.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  respond  to  every  request  for  his  ser- 
vices, day  or  night.  "I  hate  to  bother  you  on  your 
day  off,  but  ..."  constantly  invades  his  private 
time.  He  seldom  escapes  the  frustration  and  anx- 
ieties of  his  working  day  and  more  ministers  now 
than  ever  join  that  increasing  alumni  of 
ministerial  dropouts.  Others  who  stick  it  out  find 
their  marriages  falling  apart.  A  friend  of  mine 
said,  "Honestly,  Tom,  if  I  don't  get  a  break  soon, 
I'm  going  to  hurt  somebody.  I  get  so  angry  at 
times,  it  frightens  me." 

I  do  too,  but  I'm  doing  better.  I  have  made 
some  changes  that  have  put  me  more  in  charge 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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of  my  life.  I  used  to  not  plan.  Every  good 
manager  knows  that  if  you  fail  to  plan,  you  plan 
to  fail.  Yet,  most  mornings  I  arrived  in  the  office 
and  picked  up  the  first  thing  that  caught  my  at- 
tention. Often  before  finishing  what  I  started 
first,  I  would  switch  to  something  else  that 
needed  doing.  All  day  long,  I  leaped  from  one 
chore  to  another  until  time  ran  out.  Then,  I  com- 
plained about  how  time  flies  and  what  a  busy 
person  I  was! 

Of  course,  I  kept  appointments,  usually  five 
to  ten  minutes  late.  Spent  half  my  traveling  time 
rushing  somewhere  to  be  late.  It  was  hard  for  me 
to  learn  but  I  finally  had  to  admit  that  even  when 
I  planned  a  time  to  leave,  I  seldom  left  on  time.  I 
programmed  myself  to  be  late. 

Today,  I  keep  a  legal  pad  on  which  I  write 
out  a  daily  schedule.  I  make  it  into  a  desk  calen- 
dar with  a  page  for  each  day,  a  new  pad  for  each 
month.  I  write  in  what  I  need  to  do  on  future 
days,  such  as  prepare  for  a  committee  meeting, 
pick  up  shoes  at  the  shop,  or  write  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Brown.  Some  things  I  schedule  months  ahead. 

Each  morning,  I  check  my  list  for  the  day 
and  add  to  it  current  things  I  carry  in  my  mind.  I 
write  them  down,  no  matter  how  impossible  they 
might  be  to  forget.  This  simple  procedure  eases 
the  continual  rush  hour  pace  in  which  I  am  prone 
to  live. 

With  a  list  visibly  before  me,  it's  easy  to  put 
things  in  order  of  importance.  I  used  to  tackle  the 
easiest  things  first,  setting  no  priority  to  the 
most  essential.  Now,  I  concentrate  on  the  things 
that  really  count.  If  some  of  the  non-essentials 
are  left  undone,  it's  okay.  I've  still  had  a  produc- 
tive day. 

I  even  school  myself  to  do  the  most  dreaded 
task  first.  Whether  it's  making  a  phone  call  or 
working  on  some  project  I'd  rather  not  do,  I  get  it 
out  of  the  way  first.  That  makes  the  going  easier 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Otherwise,  I  postpone  the 
unpleasant  chores  and  live  all  day  with  them 
hanging  over  my  head. 

"A  clean  desk  is  a  sign  of  a  sick  mind,"  I 
once  jokingly  said.  I  bragged  about  having  a  pile 
of  work  on  my  desktop  for  all  to  see.  But  a  messy 
desk  clutters.  Some  of  the  busiest  executives  I 
know  keep  everything  out  of  sight  except  the  one 
project  on  which  they  are  currently  working.  I 
strive  for  that  goal,  not  to  become  an  order-nut.  I 
am  working  for  efficiency,  not  neatness.  A  clut- 
tered desk  causes  confusion  and  wastes  precious 
time. 

I  answer  or  discard  all  correspondence  as 
it's  received.  This  keeps  me  from  having  to  re- 
read it.  If  I  need  more  information  before  it  can 
be  answered,  I  begin  to  research  it  or  schedule  in 
my  legal  pad  calendar  when  I  will  deal  with  it. 
Two  other  mistakes  I  still  make  sometimes  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  calendar. 


First,  I  often  eat  too  much  for  lunch.  Trh, 
for  an  hour  or  two,  I'm  dying  to  take  a  rtJ 
Though  I  stick  it  out  at  the  office,  I'm  still  stS 
gish.  I  feel  better  if  I  have  a  light  lunch.  My  wsl| 
does,  too,  but  that's  another  chapter. 

The  most  lasting  mistake  I  make  and  L 
most  difficult  for  me  to  overcome  is  feeling  gif. 
ty  about  the  things  I  don't  get  done.  I  come  hoiji 
at  night  carrying  a  burden  for  people  I  did  m 
see  and  things  I  did  not  do.  If  guilt  werei 
positive  influence  and  motivated  me  to  do  bett , 
it  might  be  worth  the  destructive  agony  I  cai'ji 
inside.  But  guilt  never  helps.  It  blocks.  Perfw 
tionism  grows  out  of  my  insecurity,  not  my  far . 
It's  the  result  of  my  fear  that  God  won't  acc({ 
me  unless  I  earn  it. 

The  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  is  that  we  as 
valuable  to  God  because  He  loves  us,  not  becau,j 
we  perform.  He  does  not  load  us  down,  He  sets  j 
free. 

Contrary  to  the  impulse  to  make  eve' 
minute  count,  I  now  think  it's  important  to  was; 
a  little  time.  It  keeps  me  from  taking  myself  ti 
seriously,  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  think  ail 
reorganize.  A  certain  subconscious  works  whei! 
am  out  of  gear  which  enables  me  to  work  raoi 
efficiently  later.  God  seems  to  work  best  in  its 
when  I  have  stopped. 

God  gives  us  one  day  in  seven  to  rest.  Ev<i 
Jesus,  with  all  He  had  to  do  in  such  a  short  tim 
took  time  to  rest.  He  said,  "Come  apart  and  re 
awhile."  Our  generation  seems  to  be  comii; 
apart;  we  just  don't  rest! 

I  have  learned  to  schedule  time  for  rest  ai 
to  protect  it. 

From  time  to  time,  I  slice  out  a  day  or  twi 
My  wife  and  I  get  a  live-in  baby-sitter  and  go  to| 
motel.  We'll  see  a  movie,  eat  a  good  meal,  sper 
time  doing  other  things,  eat  blueberry  pancak 
for  breakfast,  go  window  shopping  and  cort 
home.  We  always  have  a  fuss.  Yet  we  talk  ar 
share  more  in  this  short  24  hours  together  tha 
we  do  in  the  previous  six  weeks.  At  home  the  oni 
time  we  have  to  talk  is  late  at  night  when  tlj 
children  are  in  bed.  By  then,  we  are  tired  ar 
don't  feel  the  same  way  about  things  when  we'i 
tired. 

Four  years  ago,  we  went  through  a  stage  1 
our  marriage  when  we  had  to  schedule  one  nigl 
a  week  for  us  to  talk.  No  matter  how  late  I  cam 
home,  she  would  wait  up  and  we  just  talked.  W 
belonged  to  a  small  group  of  two  members. 

I  also  plan  prime  time  with  each  of  m 
children.  It's  impossible  to  be  available  to  a 
four  of  them  at  once.  Someone  always  feels  lei 
out.  (Usually  the  older  ones,  because  the  littl 
ones  demand  my  attention.)  So  now  I  have 
night  out  with  Tommy.  We  go  to  a  ball  game,  o 
see  a  movie.  We  do  whatever  Tommy  wants  t 
do.  It's  just  the  two  of  us  and  we  can  talk  unintei 
rupted.  The  next  free  night  I  have  will  be  Dad' 
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;^ht  with  Martha  for  shopping  or  eating  out. 
Ihe  is  retarded.  Going  with  him  to  the  mall  or 
pitching  planes  take  off  at  the  nearby  airport 
lit  only  gives  us  time  together,  it  allows  a  more 
ilaxed  time  back  home.  Gene  loves  to  go.  After 
jecial  time  with  Jim,  I  start  over. 

This  kind  of  private  time  with  Dad  also  helps 
t>em  understand  when  I  say  I  need  some  time  to 
\\  alone  with  Mother. 

On  the  Christmas  tree,  I  hang  I.O.U's  to  my 
imily.  "This  card  entitles  Jimmy  to  a  night  of 
iWling  with  Dad,"  or  "This  card  is  good  for  one 
ilihing  trip." 

It's  imperative  for  all  of  us  "too  busy"  peo- 
p  to  make  time  for  our  families.  And  to  make  it 
rant! 

I  have  learned  to  so  value  our  time  together 
ijat  I  can  say  "No"  to  outsiders.  One  woman  will 
lit  speak  to  me  now  because  I  once  said,  "I'm 
ilrry,  but  I  just  don't  have  time  to  pray  for  horse 
rtows."  Sometimes,  for  the  sake  of  a  relation- 
ilip,  I  will  do  things  because  of  a  friend's  in- 
ijrest.  But  other  times,  I  have  to  take  care  of 
lyself  by  not  burning  out  on  low  priority  re- 
nests. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  it  was 
orth  any  price  to  have  people  say,  "That  Tom  is 
good  guy!"  But  I'm  not  Superman  and  I  can't 
>e  up  to  everyone's  expectations.  That  means  I 
imit  my  limitations  and  take  charge  of  my  own 
fee.  Part  of  my  responsibility  is  to  me.  This 
leans  I  sometimes  say  "No." 

Even  Jesus  said  "no"  to  some  who  sought 
lis  help.  For  His  own  reason,  He  "withdrew 
imself  into  the  wilderness  and  prayed  "  (Luke 
16),  leaving  behind  a  multitude  who  had  sought 
jim  out  for  healing. 

Jesus  paced  Himself.  He  felt  His  life  was 
gnificant.  He  planned  His  ministry  and  took  the 
me  He  needed  for  rest. 

I  believe  my  life  is  important,  too.  When  I 
Seak  to  my  governing  board  about  my  time  on 
id  my  time  off,  it's  better  for  me  to  announce 
lan  to  request.  No  one  else  can  possibly  know 
hat  my  commitments  will  allow  and  when  my 
iner  being  demands  that  I  have  a  break. 

A  pastor's  emotional  life  is  like  a  roller- 
paster.  In  one  afternoon,  I  move  from  the  low  of 
onducting  a  friend's  funeral,  to  hearing  a 
arishioner's  verbal  attack,  to  celebrating  mar- 
lage  with  a  young  couple.  Sometimes  I  need  to 
et  off  the  track.  It's  not  fair  to  me  to  require 
Dmeone  else's  okay  for  me  to  stop  for  awhile. 

My  friend,  John,  who  serves  a  neighboring 
hurch,  limits  his  work  week  to  fourteen  units, 
iach  day  has  three  units:  morning,  afternoon, 
nd  night.  If  John  works  Monday  night,  he  will 
like  off  Monday  afternoon  or  Tuesday  morning. 
Jte  claims  seven  units  a  week  as  his  own. 

Another  friend  in  ministry  takes  the  first 
sven  days  of  each  quarter  as  vacation.  His  con- 


tract allows  a  month  each  year,  so  he  claims  the 
first  week  every  quarter,  no  matter  on  which  day 
it  starts.  He  comes  back  on  the  eighth  day.  "It's 
great,"  he  told  me,  "I'm  always  either  just  get- 
ting home  from  a  vacation  or  getting  ready  to  go 
on  one." 

I  don't  need  nor  can  I  manage  that  much 
time.  But  I  have  discovered  this.  If  I  do  my  job,  if 
I  lead  exciting  worship  services,  communicate  to 
the  members  of  the  congregation  that  I  care  for 
them,  if  I  plan  programs  the  congregation  can 
look  forward  to,  see  that  we  have  good  Christian 
education,  and  manage  to  keep  a  balanced 
budget,  then  I  can  do  anything  else  I  need  to  do, 
without  criticism.  However,  let  me  fail  in  any  of 
these  "rent  paying"  responsibilities  and  I  can't 
seem  to  do  anything  without  someone's  reaction. 
My  time  off  directly  relates  to  the  quality  of 
ministry  I  offer. 

These  changes  in  life-style  make  me  a  better 
pastor  than  working  32  nights  in  a  row.  It's  better 
at  home,  too.— Thomas  L.  Are,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest,  P.O.  Box  5199, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216.) 


NO  TIME  TO  WASTE 

by  Gaye  B.  Renfrow 

Our  life  upon  this  earth  is  short.  James 
tells  us  that  ".  .  .It  (life)  is  even  a  vapour,  that 
appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth 
away"  (James  4:14).  This  fact  is  made  more 
real  to  us  when  someone  we  love  dearly  dies. 

The  Christian  attitude  toward  life  em- 
phasizes the  quality,  not  quantity,  of  life  in  this 
world.  The  shortest  of  lifespans  can  be  the 
greatest  if  the  individual  enhances  life  with 
Christ  and  Christlike  thinking.  Too  often  today 
a  person's  life  is  crowded  with  negative 
thoughts  and  time-consuming  actions  that 
threaten  the  quality  of  life,  if  not  life  itself. 

The  Christian  does  not  have  time  to  engage 
in  verbal  battles  over  insignificant  things. 
There  is  too  much  work  to  be  done  for  the  Lord 
to  spend  time  quarreling  over  who  is  doing  the 
best  job  in  the  church  or  who  is  giving  the  most 
money  and  time.  Does  it  really  matter?  Such 
petty  topics  not  only  drain  a  Christian  of  his 
energy,  but  most  importantly,  take  time  that 
could  be  spent  in  witnessing. 

The  abundant  life,  which  Jesus  mentions  in 
John  10:10,  is  available  to  the  individual.  He 
does  not  have  to  wait  for  death  here  and  en- 
trance in  Heaven  to  claim  it.  God  meant  for 
man  to  enjoy  life  to  the  fullest.  This  means  tak- 
ing time  to  know  our  children,  to  relish  the 
changing  seasons,  to  delight  in  the  new  calves 
in  the  pasture,  and  to  revel  in  the  first  rose  in 
spring.  The  abundant  life  should  include  friends 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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The  Rev.  Alton  Howard  and  Robert  Anthony  Reep 


Catalpa  Church,  by  approval  of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  Or- 
daining Council,  has  licensed  Robert  Anthony  Reep  to  preach  the 
gospel.  The  church  and  his  pastor  highly  recommend  him  for  supp- 
ly work.  If  anyone  would  be  interested  in  his  services,  please  con- 
tact Mr.  Reep  at  (919)  867-4650  in  Fayetteville,  or  call  his  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Alton  Howard  at  (919)  424-3844. 


Riverside  Church  to  Have  VBS 

Riverside  Church,  Route  1, 
Princeton,  will  be  having  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School,  June  11-15, 
from  7  p.m.  until  9  p.m.  There 
will  be  classes  for  the  nursery 
through  adult  groups.  For  more 
information  call  689-2165. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 


CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTION  S 
APRIL  1984 
RECEIPTS 
ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 


St.  Paul                                $  25.00 

Shiloh  4.00 

Union  Chapel  41.15 

Sidney  38.42 

Total                                   $  108.57 

CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Lee's  Chapel  Fellowship  Class  $  51.33 

Hopewell  97.58 

Victory  Mission  17.24 

Lee's  Chapel  Church  33.96 

Total                                   $  200.11 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

Grimsley  $  50.00 

Daniels  Chapel  300.00 

Otter's  Creek  Sunday  School  44.17 

Tarboro,  First  250.00 
King's  Cross  Roads 

Sunday  School  15.95 

Dil da's  Grove  46.36 
Friendship  Sunday  School  Class  25.00 

Friendship  Church  200.00 

Winterville  League  11.58 

Black  Jack  50.00 

Wintergreen  League  50.00 
Fidelis  Memorial 

Sunday  School  Class  20.00 

Total  $1,063.06 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

St.  Mary's  $  250.00 

Mount  Zion  25.00 

Pilgrims  Rest  5.00 

Indian  Springs  35.00 

Macedonia  100.00 

Third  District  Sunday  School  20.00 

Croatan  50.00 

Jackson  Heights  122.90 

Friendship,  Trenton  50.00 

Holly  Springs  250.00 
Fifth  Eastern 

Sunday  School  Convention  10.00 

Total  $  917.90 


WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

Rosebud  $  3fl 


Milbournie 

3), 

Flood's  Chapel 

S 

Little  Rork 

1ftf  11 

Piney  Grove 

62) 

Sherron  Acres 

16C  | 

Free  Union 

20CII 

Total 

$  602  |i 

i  otai 

$2,892<| 

General  Fund/Building  Fund 

to  aq«|i 

Cragmont  Club 

1,36*1 

Store 

466 

Conference  and  Retreat 

2.461B 

Miscellaneous 

21C 

Total 

$7,398 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries 

$  416 

Employee  Travel 

374 

Gas  Account 

211 

Utilities 

1,895 

Food 

233 

Sundry  Supplies 

85 

Office  Supplies 

101 

Taxes 

1,025 

Insurance 

266 

Maintenance  and  Repairs 

438 

Promotional 

154 

Reimburse 

451 

Fixed  Assets 

726 

Miscellaneous 

371. 

Total 

$6,755. 

; 


SOVIET  JEWRY  AND  1 

MODERN  PHARAOHS  t 

i 

by  Dr.  Marc  H.  Tanenbaum 
Last  week,  Actress  Jane  FOj 
da  returned  from  a  five-d£ 
trip  to  the  Soviet  Union,  three  ; 
which  she  spent  visiting  wr 
Ida  Nudel.  Tears  came  to  Ml, 
Fonda's  eyes  as  she  told  tlj 
story  of  Miss  Nudel. 

Ida  Nudel  is  a  53-year-o( 
Russian  Jewish  economist  wl 
has  been  struggling  to  get 
Soviet  visa  for  Israel  since  197| 
In  1978,  in  desperation,  Mif 
Nudel  hung  a  banner  from  h^ 
Moscow  apartment  demanding 
that  she  be  granted  an  exit  visii 
For  that  art,  the  Soviets  coi| 
victed  her  of  "maliciouj 
hooliganism"  and  sentence! 
her  to  four  years  of  internal  e: 
ile  in  Siberia.  The  brilliai 
economist  was  forced  t 
become  a  cleaning  woman  in 
local  hostel  for  60  hardene 
male  criminals.  She  was  mad 
to  scrub  toilet  stalls  infeste 
with  rats  and  clean  up  filth  le: 
by  village  drunks. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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Eastern  Conference  Missions 


VANCEBORO  MISSION 


'  The  Eastern  Conference  of 
^riginal  Free  Will  Baptists  has 
iad  an  active  Board  of  Missions 
iince  1954.  All  mission  work 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Con- 
ference is  under  the  direction  of 
his  Board.  They  work 
cooperatively  with  the  State 
■Jome  Missions  Board  in  its  ef- 
brt  to  establish  new  churches 
>r  strengthen  existing  con- 
gregations when  they  became 
yeak  and  revert  to  mission 
Status. 

In  1983,  the  congregation  in 
Vanceboro,  North  Carolina, 
became  small  and  weak— they 
Closed  their  doors— the  few  re- 
gaining members  went  to 
lister  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  community. 
The  property  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Conference  who 
after  discussion  with  the  Mis- 
sions Board  as  to  the  possi- 
bilities of  reopening  it  as  a 
mission  left  it  with  the  Missions 
Board.  The  Eastern  Conference 
Missions  Board  did  a  survey  of 
the  Vanceboro  community  and 
after  study  decided  that  it  was 
possible  for  a  mission  to  be 
established   there   but  not 
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without  strong  leadership,  con- 
tinual prayer  and  financial  sup- 
port from  the  churches  of  the 
Eastern  Conference. 

Reports  were  made  at  the 
last  annual  sitting  of  the  Con- 
ference which  met  with  our 
mission  in  Wilmington.  Brother 
Jack  Webb,  a  member  of  Saints 
Delight  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Bridgeton,  North 
Carolina,  who  had  been  li- 
censed and  ordained  by  the 
Eastern  Conference  Examin- 
ing Board,  accepted  the 
challenge  to  come  to  Vanceboro 
and  begin  a  new  work  there. 
He  held  his  first  service  there  in 
November  of  1983  and  con- 
tinues until  now.  He  holds  ser- 
vice there  each  Lord's  Day  and 
on  Wednesday  evenings. 

The  Eastern  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  has  given 
their  endorsement  and  direc- 
tion to  this  ministry.  We  have 
not  as  yet,  nor  has  the  State 
Home  Missions  Board,  given 
any  financial  aid.  The  mission 
has  been  self-supporting  from 
the  beginning.  At  this  point  the 
mission  is  few  in  number  but 
Brother  Webb  spoke  encourag- 
ingly to  the  Board  believing 


that  with  the  help  of  God  he  can 
establish  a  strong  witness  for 
Christ  and  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
Vanceboro.  Let  us  pray  that  his 
efforts  there  will  be  both  fruit- 
ful and  Christ-honoring. 

The  Eastern  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  takes  this  op- 
portunity to  express  their 
thanks  to  Brother  Webb  for  his 
work  in  Vanceboro,  to  Brother 
David  Charles  Hansley  for  his 
work  with  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Mission  of  Wilmington, 
to  Brother  Jerry  Rowe  for  his 
work  with  the  West  Carteret 
Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  in 
Carteret  County,  and  to  the 
member  churches,  Union 
Meetings,  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion, Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion, and  the  Youth  for  Christ 
for  their  continual  prayer  and 
gift  support  to  Eastern  Con- 
ference Missions. 

Submitted  by  Walter  J.  Sutton 
Chairman 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Allen  has  a 
new  address.  It  is  627  South 
Third  Street,  Smithfield,  North 
Carolina  27577. 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  J.  R.  Matthis  is 
available  for  supply,  full-time 
or  part-time  pastoral  work, 
preferably  within  commuting 
distance  of  Clinton.  He  can  be 
reached  at  600  Cutchin  Street, 
Clinton,  North  Carolina  28328, 
or  phone,  (919)  592-5436. 


Believe  God's  love  and 
power  more  than  you 
believe  your  own  feelings 
and  experiences.  Your 
Rock  is  Christ,  and  it  is  not 
the  rock  that  ebbs  and 
flows  but  the  sea. 
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Foreign  Missions 

TELETHON  REPORT 

Dear  Friends, 

The  theme  for  this  year's 
telethon  was  "World  Missions 
and  You."  Thank  you  for  the 
greatest  telethon  we  have  ever 
had.  What  you  do  for  world  mis- 
sions does  make  a  difference. 
Listed  below  are  the  names  of 
churches  and  individuals  who 
contributed : 


Allen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  M.  $  20.00 
Arapahoe  Sunday  School 

Class  Number  11  50.00 
Arapahoe  Swindell 

Memorial  Sunday  School  Class  50.00 

Aspen  Grove  281.00 
Ayden-Celia  Hart 

Garris  Auxiliary  25.00 
Ayden-Janice  Overman  Auxiliary  10.00 

Beamon,  Helen  50.00 

Belhaven  105.45 

Bethany  575.50 

Bethel  (Eastern)  200.00 

Bethlehem  (Georgia)  411.25 

Beulaville  468.00 
Black  Jack  Christian 

Crusader  Sunday  School  Class  150.00 

Bridgeton  391.00 

Bunn,  Rodney,  Jr.  50.00 

Bynum,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashley  25.00 

Calvary  (Western)  138.00 

Casey's  Chapel  277.00 

Cathedral  50.00 

Coats,  Michael  R.  20.00 

Community  137.22 

Core  Point  Chapel  431.00 
Daniels  Chapel 

J.  W.  Everton  Auxiliary  50.00 

Daniels,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  25.00 

Deep  Run  172.00 

Dublin  Grove  181.28 

Durham,  First  250.00 

Eastwood  30.33 

Edgewood  218.00 

Elm  Grove  800.00 

Everett  Chapel  Auxiliary  25.00 

Everett  Chapel  595.00 
Everett  Chapel  C.  R.  Boling 

Sunday  School  Class  25.00 

Folkstone  166.12 

Free  Union  (Albemarle)  185.00 
Free  Union  (Albemarle)  Junior 

Sunday  School  Class  10.00 

Free  Union  (Central)  679.46 

Free  Union  (Western)  241.95 

Fremont  Sunday  School  150.00 

Friendship  (Central)  200.00 

Friendship  (Central)  League  100.00 
Friendship  (Central) 

Sunday  School  300.00 

Friendship  (Eastern)  115.00 

Friendship  (Western)  106.15 

Fussell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  10.00 

Glisson,  Frances  G.  20.00 

Goldsboro,  First  300.00 
Gum  Swamp  1,500.35 

Harrell's  Chapel  125.00 


Herndon,  Sarah  L.  50.00 

Hickory  Grove  (Central)  270.00 

Hill,  Helen  10.00 

Hillsberry  82.00 

Holland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rand  25.00 
Holly  Springs  (Eastern)  Bible 

Student  Sunday  School  21.55 

Holly  Springs  (Eastern)  83.39 

Hott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  25.00 

Howell  Swamp  186.51 

Hugo  Auxiliary  25.00 

Hugo  571.10 
Hull  Road  (Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Daniel  W.  Barrow)  100.00 

Indian  Springs  100.00 

Jakin  (Georgia)  230.00 

Johnson,  Eula  10.00 

Johnston  Union  500.00 

Jones,  Misty  8.65 

Jones,  Nellie  G.  25.00 

Juniper  Chapel  100.00 
King's  Cross  Roads  2,839.69 

Kinston,  First  100.00 

La  Grange  783.58 

Lanier's  Chapel  50.00 

Lassiter,  Margaret  A.  20.00 

Lee's  Chapel  920.00 

Little  Creek  369.46 

Little  Rock  575.00 

Live  Oak  (Georgia)  100.00 

Macedonia  (Eastern)  360.45 

Marlboro  500.00 

Marsh  Swamp  Auxiliary  50.00 

Marsh  Swamp  Sunday  School  100.00 

May's  Chapel  403.00 

McLamb,  Thomas  10.00 

Micro  240.15 

Moore,  the  Rev.  Melvin  40.00 

Morris,  Deanye  O.  50.00 

Moseley's  Creek  350.01 

Moseley's  Creek  League  100.00 

Mount  Zion  ( Albemarle )  188.71 

Mount  Zion  ( Pamlico )  404.00 

Mount  Zion  (Western)  92.00 

New  Haven  150.00 

New  Sandy  Hill  100.00 

Northeast  290.00 

Oak  Grove  (Cape  Fear)  58.00 

Oak  Grove  (Western)  32.05 

Otter's  Creek  80.50 

Otter's  Creek  Sunday  School  69.17 

Palmer  Memorial  Auxiliary  50.00 

Palmer  Memorial  150.00 
Pine  Level  Auxiliary  (Western)  45.00 
Piney  Grove  Auxiliary  (Western)  20.00 

Piney  Grove  243.25 

Pleasant  Hill  (Central)  275.00 
Pleasant  Hill  Auxiliary  (Western)  25.00 

Pleasant  Hill  ( Western )  425.75 

Pleasant  Plain  50.00 

Plymouth,  First  73.00 
Procter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  R.  100.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads  Auxiliary  50.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads  470.00 

Reedy  Branch  886.00 
Robert's  Grove  Men's 

Layman's  League  Fellowship  25.00 

Rock  Springs  137.00 

Rocky  Mount,  First  100.00 

Rooty  Branch  110.00 

Rose  Hill  500.00 


8 


i  jftlBUTE  TO  CLYDE  BROWN 

On  Friday,  May  11,  1984,  our 
1  sloved  Clyde  Brown  went  to  be 
:  ith  the  Lord.  Mr.  Brown  died 
p  3  he  lived— serving  the  Lord. 
,  jt  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
a  duty,  as  housefather  in  State 
' 'ottage    at   the  Children's 
■ome,  with  his  wife,  Hazel, 
j  Mr.  Brown  was  loved  by  staff 
kd  children  alike.  With  his 
Unny  disposition  and  smiling 
ice,  he  was  a  joy  to  work  with, 
[is  deep  commitment  to  God, 
is  family,  his  denomination, 
rid  to  the   children  at  the 
jhildren's   Home,    was  evi- 
denced daily  as  he  "went  about 
ping  good."  Children  and  staff 
puld  always   count  on  Mr. 
rown.  When  there  was  a  job  to 
je  done,  a  need  to  be  met,  Mr. 
irown  was  there.  His  depen- 
ability  and  reliability  brought 
|ability  to  our  child  care  pro- 
-am. 

I  Mr.  Brown  had  a  special  rela- 
sonship  to  the  children  on  cam- 
us.  His  genuine  love  and  con- 
ern  were  expressed  in  many 
mall  ways,  such  as  always 
Saving  enough  change  in  his 
ocket  to  buy  a  thirsty  child  a 
rink,  such  as  being  sure  a 
roken  bike,  or  toy,  was 
aended  before  the  child  got 
iome  from  school,  and  such  as 
lways  taking  time  to  spend 

Hth  a  child  when  the  child 

i 

leeded  someone  to  talk  with  or 
ie  with. 

\  Mr.  Brown  made  the  things 
hat  were  important  to  the 
ihildren  important  to  himself, 
:erving  selflessly  in  all  that  he 
lid.  His  words  of  encourage- 
nent  and  his  acts  of  love  ex- 
pressed so  eloquently  the  true 
neaning  of  Christianity. 

The  loss  of  this  fine  man 
leaves  a  great  void  in  our  lives, 
kis  wife,  Hazel,  will  feel  that 
'pss  even  more,  for  their  mar- 
'iage  was  one  of  joint  effort,  as 
ihey  worked  as  a  team  in  their 
iervice  to  the  Lord. 
;  Having  been  a  veteran  of  the 
^rmy,    Mr.    Brown   had  a 
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military  funeral.  Afterwards, 
Mrs.  Brown  presented  the  flag 
that  draped  his  casket  to  the 
Children's  Home.  This  was  a 
very  generous  act  on  her  part. 
We  will  raise  this  flag  proudly 
in  loving  memory  of  Mr. 
Brown,  and  will  be  reminded 
each  time  we  see  it,  that  once 
there  worked  upon  this  cam- 
pus, in  this  special  ministry,  a 
very  special  man  who  was 
dedicated  to  Christian  service. 

Even  though  this  loss  leaves 
a  great  void  in  our  lives,  we  ap- 
preciate the  life  of  Clyde  Brown 
and  the  opportunity  we  had  to 
share  a  portion  of  his  life.  We 
ask  your  prayers  during  this 
difficult  time  for  all  those  who 
loved  him. 

TEACHING 
INDEPENDENCE 

Teaching  children  the  basics 
of  living  on  their  own  is  a  long 
gradual  process.  In  the  In- 
dependent Living  Program  at 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  a  series  of  "levels" 
are  used  to  teach  young  adults 
independence.  Each  level 
matches  the  young  person's 
skill  accomplishments  with 
privileges  and  responsibilities. 
As  certain  tasks  are  performed 
and  certain  skills  attained  the 
young  person  moves  to  the  next 
level. 

Each  level  has  6  to  7 
categories  of  tasks:  Financial, 
vocational,  consumer,  com- 
munity, education,  food 
management  and  personal/ 
social.  Many  of  the  tasks  are 
self-explanatory;  others  are 
referred  to  as  "packets"  which 
contain  assignments  and  read- 
ings. Both  are  self-paced. 

In  Level  I  the  young  person  is 
required  to  open  a  savings  ac- 
count, develop  a  personal 
budget,  obtain  employment, 
help  prepare  meals,  attend 
school  and  acquire  a  driver's 
license.  They  learn  how  banks 
operate,  how  to  fill  out  an  ap- 
plication  for  employment, 


Children's  Home 

where  to  obtain  a  worker's  per- 
mit and  social  security 
number. 

Level  II  consists  of  learning 
about  comparison  shopping, 
how  to  make  it  on  the  job  or  how 
to  get  a  raise,  how  banks 
charge  for  checking,  how  to 
balance  a  checkbook,  and  how 
to  write  a  check.  They  are  re- 
quired to  register  to  vote, 
research  and  share  with  the 
group  two  etiquette  techniques, 
and  purchase  their  own  per- 
sonal hygiene  products. 

By  Level  III  the  young  adult 
has  graduated  from  high  school 
and  will  choose  to  go  on  to  col- 
lege or  begin  full-time  employ- 
ment. Through  Level  II  they 
learn  about  paying  monthly 
phone  and  electric  bills,  what 
loans  and  credit  are  and  how  to 
obtain  them  how  to  write  a 
resume,  and  they  may  open  a 
checking  account.  They  are  re- 
quired to  complete  two 
"packets":  "Helping  Agency" 
describes  different  agencies 
and  their  functions,  and  "You 
and  the  Law"  tells  them  their 
rights  as  a  minor. 

Level  IV  actually  takes  the 
young  adult  through  the  steps 
of  setting  up  his/her  own  apart- 
ment: signing  a  lease,  making 
a  deposit,  notifying  electric  and 
phone  companies,  and  com- 
parison shopping  on  an  auto 
and  auto  insurance. 

Through  each  level  the  young 
person  continues  to  increase 
and  maintain  the  savings  ac- 
count, personal  budget, 
preparation,  planning,  and 
shopping  for  meals,  and 
responsibilities. 

We  would  like  to  congratulate 
Kim  Mills  for  being  the  first  to 
successfully  complete  all  four 
levels  in  the  Independent  Liv- 
ing Program.  We  hope  and 
pray  she  will  take  with  her  and 
apply  what  she  has  learned  and 
acquired  while  in  the  program. 
We  also  wish  her  success  and 
good  luck  in  whatever  she 
desires. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
STUDENTS  HONORED 

Nineteen  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  have  been  named  to 
the  1984  Spring  Dean's  List. 

The  Dean's  List  is  published 
at  the  completion  of  each 
semester  to  honor  students 
who  attain  high  scholastic 
standing.  To  qualify  for  the  list 
a  student  must  be  attending  col- 
lege on  a  full-time  basis  and 
have  achieved  a  quality  point 
average  of  3.2  or  higher  on  sub- 
jects of  the  semester  just 
ended.  Students  must  not  have 
received  a  grade  lower  than  a  C 
in  any  subject. 

Those  students  named  to  the 
list  are:  Kimberly  G.  Ander- 
son, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Durwood  Anderson,  Pink  Hill; 
Angela  J.  Anthony,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Ossie  B.  Anthony,  Wilson; 
Joseph  N.  Ard,  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Norman  Ard,  Pink 
Hill;  Oliver  P.  Godwin,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Godwin, 
Dunn;  Robin  L.  Honeycutt, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Honeycutt,  Dunn;  Robert  A. 
Howell,  son  of  Mrs.  Yvonne 
Howell,  Wilson;  Tammy  L. 
Marshburn,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ken  Marshburn, 
Beulaville;  Amelia  G. 
Massengill,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Massengill, 
Four  Oaks;  Sherry  C.  Mitchell, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
B.  Mitchell,  Bridgeton; 
Gregory  D.  Ottoway,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edsel  Ottoway, 
Jacksonville;  Donna  M.  Par- 
rish,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keith  Parrish,  Sims;  Dennis  R. 
Phillips,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Phillips,  Kenly;  Norma 
F.  Reardon,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Norma  P.  Reardon,  Mount 
Olive;  Pandora  Register, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atlas 
M.  Register,  Spivey's  Corner; 
Ronald  Stephen  Starnes,  who  is 
married  to  Sandra  F.  Starnes, 
Mount  Olive;  Judy  C.  Tyndall, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob- 
by Tyndall,  Dudley;  William  G. 


Tyner,  who  is  married  to 
Katherine  P.  Tyner,  Seven 
Springs;  Carolyn  J.  William- 
son, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


J.  D.  Williamson,  Mount  Oliy/j 
and  Joni  Y.  Wood,  daughter 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  Wood,  il 
Grange: 


STATE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 
MEETS  IN  COLLEGE  HALL 


Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  president  of  the  Convention,  presided.  Sb; 
was  re-elected  for  a  third  two-year  term. 


For  the  benediction,  those  in  attendance  formed  a  circle  in  tf 
main  arena  of  College  Hall. 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

Eight  bleacher  seats  were  contributed  to  College  Hall  durir 
the  week  of  May  15-21. 

Number 
of  Seats 

Bleacher  Seats  ($100  each) 

In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  McCoy  and  Family  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Cove  City 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Barnett  and  Family  1 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Cove  City 
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Ij  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bircher  and  Family 
f  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Woodrow  McCoy,  Cove  City 
i  Memory  of  Mr.  Marion  LeRoy  ( Roy )  Parker 
y  By  Mrs.  Marion  LeRoy  Parker,  Dudley 
Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clem  M.  Harrison   

By  Miss  Hildred  Harrison,  New  Bern 

Totals 

Summary  of  Bleacher  Seat  Gifts  Through  May  21 

eacher  Seats  in  College  Hall 
lumber  Sponsored  to  Date 

Number  of  Gifts  ($100  each)  needed 
Gifts  are  tax  deductible  and  may  be  in  honor  or  in  memory  of 
rsons  chosen  by  the  donors. 


BETTY  OUTLAW  ASSUMES 
SECRETARIAL  DUTIES 


1,200 
366 
834 


SUMMER  SCHOOL  OPPORTUNITIES  AT  MOC 

Session  B  of  Summer  School  at  Mount  Olive  College  is  sched- 
led  for  June  12  through  June  29.  Registration  for  classes  will  take 
lace  June  12  in  Room  209,  Henderson  Building.  The  cost  of  tuition 
$50  per  semester  hour  and  resident  students  will  be  charged  $150 
>r  room  and  board. 

Classes  will  meet  each  day  from  8:00-11:30  a.m.,  and  science 
lb  will  meet  from  1:00-4:30  p.m. 

Summer  school  courses  offered  beginning  June  12  are  listed 
lelow. 


OURSE 

usiness 
AP  110 
nglish 
NG  01 

NG  111,  112 
NG  221,  222 
NG  241 
[istory 
1ST  111,  112 
1ST  221,  222 
'athematics 
T01 


SEMESTER  HOURS 


Introduction  to  Data  Processing 


Developmental  English 

(Credits  earned  dependent  on  success  in  course) 
English  Composition  I,  II 
English  Literature  I,  II 
Public  Speaking 

Western  Civilization 
American  History 

Intermediate  Algebra 

(Credits  earned  dependent  on  success  in  course) 
Basic  Concepts  of  Mathematics  I,  II 
Trigonometry 


[AT  111,  112 
[AT  130 
hysical  Education 
ED  120  Racquetball 
olitical  Science 


0-3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 


0-3 

3 
3 


LS  110 
LS  210 
eligion 
EL  112 
cience 
IO  110 
HE  221, 


222 


American  Government 
International  Politics 

Introduction  to  the  New  Testament 

Principles  of  Biology 
General  Chemistry  I,  II 


High  school  students  have  the  opportunity  for  extra  benefit 
pom  Summer  School  through  the  Early  Admissions  Program.  Ris- 
ng  high  school  seniors  with  a  B  +  or  better  average  may  enroll  in 
iollege  Summer  School  courses  which  will  not  conflict  with  their 
ugh  school  program.  These  students  may  then  attend  both  high 
;chool  and  Mount  Olive  College  in  their  senior  year.  Following 
graduation,  they  may  again  enroll  in  Summer  School  at  Mount 
toive  College  and  continue  through  the  following  academic  year. 
Itudents  participating  in  the  Early  Admissions  Program  could 
graduate  from  college  as  much  as  one  year  earlier  than  is  usual. 

For  additional  information  on  the  Summer  School  courses  or 
pe  Early  Admissions  Program,  contact  Dianne  B.  Riley,  Director 
if  Admissions,  Henderson  Building,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365.  Telephone  (919)  658-2502. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Miss  Betty  R.  Outlaw 

Miss  Betty  R.  Outlaw  is  per- 
forming secretarial  duties  at 
Mount  Olive  College  in  the  Of- 
fice of  the  President. 

Miss  Outlaw  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  "Speck" 
Outlaw  of  Summerlin's  Cross- 
roads. She  attends  Rooty 
Branch  Church,  Duplin  County, 
where  she  teaches  the  "Little 
Tots"  Sunday  school  class  and 
serves  as  assistant  pianist. 

The  1982  graduate  of  Mount 
Olive  College  received  an  A.S. 
degree  in  legal  secretarial 
science.  Before  coming  to 
Mount  Olive  College,  Miss 
Outlaw  was  employed  with 
Langston,  Langston  &  Duncan, 
Attorneys  at  Law,  Goldsboro. 

FWB  STUDENTS  INITIATED 
INTO  FRATERNITY 

Three  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  were  recently  in- 
ducted into  Phi  Theta  Kappa  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  pur- 
pose of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  to 
recognize  and  encourage 
scholarships  by  providing 
students  opportunities  for  the 
development  of  leadership  and 
service,  by  fostering  an  in- 
tellectural  climate  which  en- 
courages the  exchange  of  ideas 
and  by  encouraging  academic 
excellence. 


(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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General  Conference 


Dear  Minister: 

The  time  for  the  General  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  is  almost  upon  us.  I  hope  that  you  have  marked  June 
18,  19,  20,  1984,  on  your  calendar  and  are  making  plans  to  at- 
tend, along  with  delegates  and  others  from  your  church. 

We  believe  that  this  conference  is  going  to  be  the  best 
ever.  We  have  made  every  practical  effort  to  promote  the  con- 
ference. However,  we  are  restricted  in  our  efforts  because  of 
low  funding.  We  are  asking  that  the  churches  contribute  as 
much  as  $15  per  delegate  and  $5  for  ministers,  even  though  our 
report  blanks  have  an  old  figure  of  $10  and  $3.  However,  if  your 
church  would  like  to  contribute  a  large  amount,  it  would  be  ap- 
preciated. If  the  General  Conference  is  not  in  your  budget, 
perhaps  you  could  consider  putting  it  in  there. 

Please  support  the  convention  with  your  prayers,  atten- 
dance, and  funds. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove 
Conference  President 

P.S.  If  you  or  a  representative  from  your  church  are 
unable  to  attend  the  General  Conference,  which  convenes  at 
Tee's  Chapel,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  June  18,  19,  20, 
1984,  and  would  like  to  represent,  please  fill  out  the  report 
blank  on  the  next  page  and  mail  with  your  contributions  to  this 
address:  the  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove,  Route  3,  Box  294,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513. 


MOTELS  AVAILABLE 

DAY'S  INN 

Selma,  NC,  phone  (919) 
965-3762  - 1-800-325-2525 

One  Person,  One  Room  $24.88 
+  tax 

Two  People,  One  Room  $28.88 
+  tax 


BEST  WESTERN  INN 
Selma,    NC,    phone  (919) 

965-8163  - 1-800-528-1234 
Double  upstairs,  $24.95  +  tax 
Double  downstairs,  $28.95  + 

tax 

Extra  Person,  $5.00 


HOLIDAY  INN 

Smithfield,  NC,  phone  toll  free 

1-800-467-4329 
One  person,  $28.00 
Two  persons,  $37.00 
Three  persons,  $42.00 
Four  persons,  $47.00 


To  Wilson 
195 


To 


To  Dunn 

4r 
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REPORT  BLANK  TO  THE 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

Name  of  Church  or  Organization  

Address  

Pastor  

Address   

Clerk  

Address   

Delegate (s)  to  the  General  Conference  


(REPRESENTATION:  Churches— one  (1)  delegate  for  each  one  hundred  (100)  members  or  frac- 
tion thereof.  Denominational  organizations— one  (1)  delegate  for  each  two  hundred  (200) 
members  or  fraction  thereof). 

Donations  (registration  fees,  etc. )  sent  to  the  General  Conference :  $  

(Please  note  that  registration  fees  are  $15  per  delegate  and  $5  per  minister) 

Please  furnish  the  following  information  about  your  church : 

ORGANIZATION  NO.  ON  ROLL  AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE 

Church     

iSunday  School     

Free  Will  Baptist  Leagues     

Layman's  League     

'Woman's  Auxiliary     

Cherub  Auxiliary     

jAmbassadors  for  Christ     

j 

Youth  Fellowship  Auxiliary  

Others : 


Please  list  below  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denominational  Enterprises  which  your  church  supports : 


Other  Comments : 


[HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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CAMP  EAGLES  NEST 


.  for  Hearing- Impaired  Students- July  1  through  July  6,  1984 

Sponsored  by  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Department  of  Home  Missions 

Directed  by  the  Rev.  Dale  Albertson  and  Jasmine  Albertson 

Phone:  753-4340 


The  campground  is  located  at 
Eagles  Nest  Conference 
Center,  near  Goldsboro,  North 
Carolina,  off  Highway  #111 
south.  The  camp  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

The  express  purpose  of  this 
camp  is  to  provide  a  Christian 
summer  camp  experience  for 
deaf  and  hard-of-hearing 
students.  Christian  instruction 
and  fellowship  will  be  offered 
through  Bible  classes, 
wholesome  recreation  and  cap- 
tioned Christian  films. 

Activities  will  include  super- 
vised swimming,  hiking,  sports 
and  crafts.  The  evenings  in- 
clude children's  church  ser- 
vices and  a  time  to  view 
selected  captioned  films. 


CAMP  PERSONNEL 

Staff  members  for  the  camp 
will  include  teachers  of  the  deaf 


as  well  as  concerned  parents 
and  friends. 

Qualified  personnel  will  be 
provided  for  all  teaching,  life- 
guard services,  first  aid  and 
supervision  of  all  activities. 
Staff  members  volunteer  their 
services  as  this  camp  is  a  non- 
profit effort. 

We  are  looking  forward  to 
spending  another  fun-filled 
week  with  your  children. 

DATES  AND  TIMES 

We  will  leave  the  campus  of 
the  Eastern  North  Carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf  at  4  p.m., 
Sunday,  July  1, 1984,  and  return 
at  4:30  p.m.,  Friday,  July  6.  A 
bus  will  be  provided  to 
transport  campers  to  and  from 
the  campground. 

Parents  may  carry  their 
children  to  the  campground  if 
this  is  more  convenient.  Please 
let  us  know  your  choice  of 
transportation . 


WHAT  TO  BRING 

—Bed  linens  and  pillow 
—Blanket  or  sleeping  bag 
—Towels  and  bath  cloths 
—Toiletries  and  flashlight 
—Lightweight  jacket 
—Bathing  suit  (modest) 
—Shirts  and  shorts 
—Jeans  and  shoes  for  hiking 
—Pajamas  and  robe 
—One  casual  outfit  to  use  fo 
evening  camp  church  service 

COST  AND  APPLICATION 

The  cost  for  hearing 
impaired  campers  will  be  $2 
due  to  donations  received  fron 
our  Home  Missions  Departj 
ment,  concerned  churches  am 
individuals. 

Campers  will  not  need  an; 
extra  spending  money.  The  $2i 
will  be  used  toward  the  pur 
chase  of  insurance  and  sup 
plies,  thus  it  cannot  be  re. 
funded. 

To  promote  a  better  Christiar 
relationship  between  the  dea; 
or  hard-of-hearing  and  theis 
brothers  and  sisters,  we  will  b«t 
accepting  ten  hearing  camperi 
(on  a  first-come  first-servf 
basis)  who  are  either  thi 
brother  or  sister  of  one  of  thd 
hear-impaired  campers.  The 
cost  for  all  hearing  camper( 
will  be  the  usual  campers  fee  Oil 
$60. 


APPLICATION  FOR  CAMP  EAGLES  NEST  FOR  THE  HEARING-IMPAIRED 

Name  Age  Sex  Degree  of  Hearing  Loss  

Parents'  Names  Phone   


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Emergency  Names  and  Phone. 
Amount  Enclosed  $  


Will  he/she  be  riding  the  bus? 


I  assume  full  responsibility  for  my  child  and  will  not  hold  the  camp  liable  in  case  of  an  acci- 
dent or  sickness. 

Return  to:  Mrs.  Jasmine  Albertson 
Route  2,  Box  51 

Walstonburg,  North  Carolina  27888 

Signed   

(Parent  or  Guardian) 
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Camp 
Vkndemere,  Inc. 


1984  CAMP  SCHEDULE 


[«e  18-22  — Women's  Conference  Week 

^-Directors:  Happy  Taylor  and  Nina  Grace  Register 
egister  with:  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor 
Route  1,  Box  187 
.Deep  Run,  NC  28525 


vk  25-29 -Youth  Camp  I  (Ages  6-12) 
irector:  The  Rev.  Ray  Williamson 
Route  6,  Box  147-A 
iGreenville,  NC  27834 


i.  y  2  6- Youth  Camp  II  (Ages  6-16) 
irector:  Mrs.  Shirley  Richardson 
Route  5,  Box  96-B 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 


July  9-13-Youth  Camp  III  (AFC-YFA) 

Director:  Mrs.  Janet  W.  Brown 
Route  3,  Box  267 
La  Grange,  NC  28551 

August  6-10  — Carteret  County  Week 

Director:  The  Rev.  David  Vesper 
Route  4,  Box  261 -A 
Newport,  NC  28570 

August  13-17 -Youth  Camp  IV  (AFC-YFA) 

Director  :  The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck 
108  Hope  Lodge  Street 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 

August  20-24-Youth  Camp  V  (Ages  12-16) 
Co-Directors:  The  Revs.  Mike  Scott  and  Bob  Fussell 
Register  with:  The  Rev.  Mike  Scott 

Route  1,  Box  266- A 

Cove  City,  NC  28523 


WHAT  TO  BRING 

Sheets,  pillow  and  pillowcase,  blanket,  towels,  washcloths,  soap,  toilet  articles,  pajamas,  bathing  suit  (one-piece,  no 
!>ikinis),  shorts  (no  short-shorts),  t-shirts,  socks,  shoes,  blue  jeans,  sweater  or  jacket,  pencil  and  note  pad,  and  Bible.  Op- 
tional items:  raincoat,  balls,  bats,  ball  gloves,  and  musical  instruments. 


COST 

-for  Full  Week  Camp— $50.00* 
-jndividual  Daily  Rates 

ftoom— $5.00  per  night  (furnish  own  pillow  and  linens) 
iteals— Breakfast— $2.00 
1  Lunch— $3.00 
i  Supper— $3.50 
■  Service  Fee  for  Groups 

ilO.OO  per  every  12  people  or  fraction  thereof  per  day  ($10 
i  minimum  per  group  per  day) 
■Tor  Mobile  Campers  or  Tents 
S5.00  per  night 
>5.00  service  fee  per  night 

'(here  is  a  canteen  on  campus  where  drinks,  candy,  etc.  can 
I  bought.  We  recommend  that  a  child  bring  about  $10.00  for 
ijtra  spending  money. 


APPLICATIONS 

All  applications  for  campers  should  be  sent  to  the  Director  in 
charge  of  the  week  you  prefer.  Reservations  for  the  use  of  the 
Camp  and  other  activities  should  made  to : 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 

Box  445 

Bridge  ton,  NC  28519 
Phone  (919)  638-5396 


CHECK  IN -CHECK  OUT  TIMES 

We  recommend  that  all  campers  check  in  by  10:00  A.M.  on 
Monday  and  check  out  at  10:00  A.M.  on  Friday.  For  weekend 
groups,  check  in  by  4:00  P.M.  on  Friday  and  check  out  by  4:00 
P.M.  on  Sunday. 


(Please  detach  here) 


APPLICATION  FOR  CAMP  VANDEMERE 
Summer  1984 

Fill  out  completely  and  mail  to  Director  in  charge  of  the  week  you  prefer,  along  with  a  $10.00  deposit  (non-refundable), 
j  The  remainder  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  camp. 

Name  of  Camper  Phone  Age   

Address  City  State  Zip  

Birthday  Sex  Grade  Completed  

Week  of  Camp  Desired  Director  

|      I  give  my  permission  for  my  child  to  participate  in  all  activities  at  Camp  except  those  noted  below : 


Signed   

(Parent's  or  Guardian's  Permission) 


I 

/HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Family  Devotion^ 


SUNDAY, 
JUNE 


10 


Scripture  Reading  — Nehemiah  11,  12 

THREE  $1  BILLS 
According  to  the  Chicago  Tribune,  H.  R. 
Sampson,  general  traffic  manager  of  the 
Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  got  a  let- 
ter from  Los  Angeles  not  long  ago  with  three  $1 
bills  enclosed.  The  accompanying  note  said: 
"Years  ago  I  rode  on  one  of  your  trains  without 
paying.  I  am  getting  along  in  years  and  since  I 
have  gone  west  and  become  a  Christian  I  want  to 
clear  my  conscience." 


And  herein  do  I  exercise  myself,  to  have 
always  a  conscience  void  of  offense  toward  God, 
and  toward  men. 


MONDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Beading— Nehemiah  13 

SIGNAL  LIGHTS 
"It  was  well  you  stopped  when  the  red  light 
flashed," 

She  said  as  we  drive  along. 
"For  an  officer  stood  on  the  corner  there, 

In  charge  of  the  traffic  throng." 
And  I  smiled,  and  said  to  my  daughter  fair 

As  we  waited  on  the  spot: 
"I  always  stop  when  the  red  light  shows, 

Be  an  officer  there,  or  not." 

Then  she  sat  in  thought  as  we  drove  along, 

And  suddenly  she  said: 
"There  ought  to  be  lights  for  us  all  through  life— 

The  amber,  the  green  and  the  red 
What  a  help  'twould  be  if  a  red  light  flashed 

When  danger  and  shame  were  near, 
And  we  all  might  wait  till  the  green  light  came 

To  show  that  the  road  is  clear." 


"My  dear, "  said  I,  "We  have  tried  to  light 

Life's  road  for  your  feet  to  fare. 
And  we  pray  you'll  stop  when  the  red  light  glows, 

Though  none  of  us  may  be  there. 
We  have  tried  to  teach  you  the  signs  of  wrong, 

And  the  way  to  a  life  serene, 
So  STOP,  when  your  conscience-post  shows  red, 

And  GO  when  it  flashes  green. " 


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading  — Esther  1-3 

THE  BETTER  WAY 
It  is  better  to  lose  with  a  conscience  clean 
Than  win  with  a  trick  unfair; 
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It  is  better  to  fall  and  to  know  you've  been, 
Whatever  the  prize  was,  square. 

Than  to  claim  the  joy  of  a  far-off  goal 
And  the  cheers  of  the  standers-by, 

And  to  know  down  deep  in  your  inmost  soul 
A  cheat  you  must  live  and  die. 

Who  wins  by  trick  may  take  the  prize, 
And  at  first,  he  may  think  it  sweet, 

But  many  a  day  in  the  future  lies 

When  he'll  wish  he  had  met  defeat. 

For  the  man  who  lost  shall  be  glad  at  heart 
And  walk  with  his  head  up  high, 

While  his  conqueror  knows  he  must  play  th 
part. 

Of  a  cheat  and  a  living  lie. 


The  prize  seems  fair,  when  the  fight  is  on, 

But  save  it  is  truly  won 
You  will  hate  the  thing  when  the  crowds  ar 
gone. 

For  it  stands  for  a  false  deed  done. 
And  it's  better  you  never  should  reach  your  goo 

Than  ever  success  to  buy, 
At  the  price  of  knowing  down  in  your  soul, 

That  your  glory  is  all  a  lie. 


WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading— Esther  4-7 

IF  THE  HEART  IS  RIGHT 
It  doesn't  so  much  matter 

What  path  our  feet  may  tread, 
Or  whether  the  cheering  hopes  we  knew 

In  youth  are  vanished— dead. 
We  shall  find  a  gleam  in  the  darkness 

To  guide  in  the  dreary  night, 
And  a  joyful  song  as  we  journey  along, 
If  we  go  with  a  heart  that's  right. 

We  sip  from  the  cup  of  sweetness 

And  then  the  bitter  gall ; 
Blossoms  and  friends  are  swept  away, 

Dreams  are  forgotten— all. 
And  you  have  known  the  tugging 

That  comes  to  the  heart  strings  tight, 
Know  of  the  balm,  the  peace  and  calm 

That  comes  from  a  heart  that's  right. 


The  thorns  that  beset  the  causeway 

May  fester  and  wound  the  feet; 
The  cup  you  drink  may  end  with  gall, 

Drowning  the  cherished  sweet; 
But  the  nectar  for  which  you  hunger, 

The  roses  that  suffered  blight, 
Will  be  yours  to  taste  and  smell  again 

If  you  go  with  a  heart  that's  right. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 
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ipture  Reading -Esther  8-10 

GUILTY  CONSCIENCE 
At  a  missionary  conference  in  a  southern 
urch,  the  Rev.  Leon  Cramer  was  leading  the 
sjiging.  Many  of  the  poorer  folk  had  no  money  to 
pje  to  missions,  but  they  laid  aside  a  hen,  pig, 
c  If ,  or  sheep  and  brought  in  the  money  when  the 
s'imal  was  sold.  One  brother  had  promised  a 
cilf ,  but  meat  prices  went  a-soaring  and  said  he 
I  himself,  "I'll  not  give  it.  Even  the  rich  won't 
f,ve  that  much."  Many  came  with  their  offerings 
It  he  still  refused.  One  Sunday  afternoon  Mr. 
tj-amer  led  in  singing,  "The  Half  Has  Never  Yet 
lien  Told. ' '  This  brother  was  coming  up  over  the 
p.  He  heard  the  singing  and  came  running  in 
cito  the  platform  shouting.  "Stop  singing  about 
ijand  I'll  bring  the  money  in  for  missions  tomor- 
ijw."  A  guilty  conscience  needs  no  accuser.  He 
tpught  they  were  singing,  "The  Calf  Has  Never 
It  Been  Sold." 


Perhaps  some  of  us  have  "a  calf"  on  hand 
[\it  should  be  given  to  God. 

FRIDAY,  15 

KJNE 

Sripture  Reading— Job  1-4 

FIT  FOR  MYSELF 
I  have  to  live  with  myself,  and  so 
I  want  to  be  fit  for  myself  to  know. 
I  want  to  be  able,  as  days  go  by, 
Always  to  look  myself  in  the  eye. 
I  don't  want  to  stand  with  the  setting  sun, 
And  hate  myself  for  the  things  I've  done. 

I  don't  want  to  keep  on  a  closet  shelf 
A  lot  of  secrets  about  myself, 
And  fool  myself  as  I  come  and  go 
i  Into  thinking  that  nobody  else  will  know 
The  kind  of  a  person  I  really  am ; 
I  don't  want  to  dress  myself  up  in  a  sham. 


/  never  can  hide  myself  from  me; 
I  see  what  others  may  never  see; 
I  know  what  others  may  never  know; 
I  can  never  fool  myself,  and  so, 
Whatever  happens,  I  want  to  be 
Self-respecting  and  conscience-free. 

iATURDAY,  i  a 
UNE  16 

eripture  Reading— Job  5-8 

NEVER  GO  AGAINST  CONSCIENCE 
In  the  primitive  days  of  our  American 
Istory  a  wealthy  man  came  to  a  poor  sadler  on 
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Saturday  night,  leaving  a  bridle  with  orders  that 
it  should  be  finished  Monday.  "That  is  not  possi- 
ble," said  the  proprietor  of  the  shop.  "What 
nonsense!  There  is  all  day  tomorrow."  "We  do 
not  work  on  Sunday,  sir."  "Then  I  shall  go  to 
those  who  do."  "We  can  get  it  done  by  Tuesday." 
"That  will  not  do,  put  it  in  the  carriage."  Not  a 
moment  did  the  sadler  linger.  Quietly  he  did  as 
he  was  told.  Hours  afterward  a  neighbor  came 
and  said,  banteringly,  "I  thought  the  least  I 
could  do  was  to  come  and  thank  you,  and  tell  you 
I  should  be  glad  of  as  many  more  customers  as 
you  like  to  send."  "I  shall  not  send  you  those  I 
can  keep,  but  God  helping  me,  I  will  never  go 
against  my  conscience,  not  for  any  man,  nor  for 
any  money."  Weeks  went  by,  weeks  of  trouble  to 
this  faithful  sadler,  and  a  military  man  came  in- 
to his  shop.  "So  you  are  the  impudent  fellow  who 
will  not  work  on  Sunday."  "I  do  not  work  on  Sun- 
day, but  I  hope  I  am  not  wanting  in  respect  to  my 
employers."  "My  friend  said  you  refused  to  do 
his  work,  do  you  not  call  that  impertinence?"  "I 
had  no  choice,  sir."  "Yes  you  had,  you  were  free 
to  choose  between  serving  God  and  pleasing 
man,  and  you  made  your  choice,  and  because  of 
that  I  am  here  today.  I  am  General  Downing.  I 
have  been  looking  for  a  man  on  whom  I  could 
rely,  to  execute  a  large  government  order.  The 
moment  I  heard  of  you,  I  made  up  my  mind  you 
should  have  it,  for  I  felt  sure  the  man  who  would 
serve  God  fearlessly  would  serve  his  neighbor 
faithfully." 


The  general  gave  him  the  order,  and  it  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  sadler's  prosperity. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 

NO  TIME  TO  WASTE 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

to  share  with,  as  well  as  time  for  ourselves  to 
be  alone  with  God. 

There  is  no  time  to  be  wasted  in  anger, 
hurt  feelings,  and  jealousies.  When  these  emo- 
tions are  present,  there  is  no  way  to  enjoy  a 
single  minute  of  a  day.  The  peace  and  content- 
ment that  Jesus  taught  and  exhibited  is  the 
only  way  to  have  the  abundant  life.  God  can 
help  us  overcome  the  human  tendency  to  argue 
and  criticize.  He  can  reveal  to  us  what  is  really 
important  and  what  is  mere  trivia.  If  all  of  the 
effort  that  is  put  in  resolving  differences  in  the 
church  were  put  in  witnessing  to  the  unsaved, 
there  would  be  a  Christian  revolution  in  our 
country. 

Life  is  short— regardless  of  the  medical  ad- 
vances made  in  recent  years.  It  is  too  short  for 
a  person  to  waste  even  a  moment  in  the  devil's 
practice  of  negativism.  Enjoy  the  abundant 
life— that's  the  way  God  intended  it! 
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Sunday  School  Lesson5 


For  June  10 

WHEN  JEALOUSY 
DOMINATES 

Lesson  Text:  1  Samuel  18:5-16 
Memory  Verse:  1  Samuel  18:7 

Since  our  last  lesson  from 
1  Samuel  12,  much  has  been 
happening  in  the  biblical  nar- 
rative. Saul  had  reigned  for  two 
years  when  a  succession  of  his 
bad  choices  led  to  his  rejection 
by  God.  He  usurped  the  office  of 
Samuel  as  priest  by  offering 
sacrifices  (13:8-14).  Then  he 
was  restrained  only  by  the 
popular  will  from  enforcing  a 
penalty  of  death  upon  his  own 
son,  Jonathan.  Jonathan  had 
disobeyed  an  arbitrary  com- 
mand of  his  father  of  which 
he  had  not  been  informed 
(14:1-45).  Not  long  after  this, 
Saul  disobeyed  a  command  of 
God  to  destroy  the  Amalekites, 
together  with  all  their  property. 
When  confronted  by  Samuel, 
Saul  lamely  protested  he  had 
saved  some  of  the  animals  so  he 
could  offer  a  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord.  Samuel's  response  to 
Saul's  self-will  is  seen  in 
1  Samuel  15:23:  "Because  thou 
hast  rejected  the  word  of  the 
LORD,  he  hath  also  rejected 
thee  from  being  king." 

In  Chapter  16,  we  read  of 
Samuel's  private  anointing  of 
David  to  be  king.  The  youngest 
of  the  eight  sons  of  Jesse,  he 
was  chosen  and  had  to  be  called 
in  from  tending  sheep  so  the 
rite  could  be  performed.  The 
dramatic  story  of  David's  vic- 
tory over  Goliath,  the  great 
Philistine  giant,  is  found  in 
Chapter  17. 

As  Chapter  17  commences, 
we  read  of  the  beginning  of  the 
lifelong  friendship  between 
David  and  Jonathan,  Saul's 
son.  Today's  lesson  begins  just 
after  their  friendship  has 
begun. 

David  had  been  suddenly 
thrust  into  a  position  of  great 
prestige  by  his  combat  with 


Goliath.  He  had  become  a  hero 
as  the  deliverer  of  Israel.  Yet 
he  had  only  yesterday  been  a 
shepherd  boy,  the  least  of  eight 
sons  in  his  father's  family.  Now 
he  was  brought  to  the  court  of 
the  king  and  given  military 
responsibilities.  So  often  a  sud- 
den elevation  of  this  sort  will 
make  a  person  giddy  or  proud. 
This  does  not  seem  to  have  hap- 
pened to  David.  The  record 
tells  us  "he  behaved  himself 
wisely."  Not  only  was  he  ac- 
cepted by  the  populace,  but 
Saul's  own  servants  apparently 
found  him  free  from  arrogance 
and  he  was  accepted  by  them 
(v.  5). 

As  Saul's  animosity  grew  and 
became  almost  an  insane 
obsession,  David  still  did  not 
plot  or  scheme  against  him  or 
do  anything  except  try  to  help 
him.  It  was  ironic  that  the  more 
orderly,  calm,  and  dependable 
David  showed  himself  to  be,  the 
more  disordered,  agitated,  and 
treacherous  Saul  became  in  his 
reactions. 

The  one  who  had  more  reason 
to  be  jealous  and  suspicious  of 
David  was  Jonathan,  for  he  was 
the  legitimate  heir  to  the 
throne.  Yet  he  was  one  of 
David's  firmest  friends! 
Sometimes  people  are  opposed, 
not  because  they  have  done 
wrong,  but  because  they  are  do- 
ing too  many  things  right.  Why 
this  is,  is  one  of  the  many 
mysteries  of  iniquity.  However, 
in  small  measure,  we  have  all 
known  people  whose  calm 
mastery  over  some  area— 
whether  of  manners,  grammar, 
speech  clarity,  or  what- 
ever—has made  us  painfully 
aware  of  our  own  deficiencies. 
They  have  not  tried  to  show  us 
up  or  put  us  down;  they  just 
have  that  effect  on  us.  In  a 
greater  and  more  serious  way 
than  this,  all  David's  virtues 
only  made  Saul  more  furious, 
frantic,  and  futile  in  his  own 
life. 

It  is  most  instructive  to  con- 
sider, while  "Jonathan  loved 


David,  the  soldiers  honor* 
him,  the  court  favored  him,  tl 
people  applauded  him,  on) 
Saul  .  .  .  hated  him  .  .  .  .  Tl  I 
holy  songs  of  David  had  n« 
more  quieted  his  spirit  befor 
than  now  the  thankful  songs  i 
the  Israelitish  women  vex< 
him"  (Joseph  Hall). 

The  roots  of  this  envy  ar 
hatred  can  be  traced  back  to 
sense  of  pride  and  overcol 
fidence  that  must  have  come  I 
Saul  as  he  was  picked  out  to  t 
the  first  king  of  the  Hebrews. 

The  fruits  of  the  continue 
and  growing  alienation  froi 
God  were  seen  in  his  oversew 
sitivity  to  the  praise  given  \r 
David.  He  took  quite  literal] 
the  ecstatic  exaggeration  of  th 
singing  women  and  allowed 
to  rankle  in  his  heart.  Then  ft 
became  suspicious  of  Davi 
and  felt  he  was  undermining  hi! 
place  and  power.  This  grew  int 
a  spirit  of  bitter  hatred  and  fea 
so   he   could   not   stand  th' 
presence  of  David.   We  caJj 
learn  from  the  tragic  story  (I 
Saul.  We  must  truly  be  carefu 
as  Hebrews  12:15  warns  ui 
"that  no  one  comes  short  of  tlr 
grace  of  God;  that  no  root  < 
bitterness  springing  up  cause 
trouble,  and  by  it  many  be  d< 
filed"   (New  American  Stat 
dard  Bible). 

  I 

Lord,  forgive  us  for  ou| 
doubts,  raise  our  hopes,  ant 
give  us  a  greater  spirit  (j 
thankfulness  and  cheer 
Forgive  us  for  any  envy  c\ 
jealousy  we  have  felt  or  fe< 
toward  fellow  disciples  wh 
may  be  more  honored  oj 
praised  than  we  are.  Help  u 
not  to  be  gloomy  when  we  axi 
not  honored,  but  others  an 
Help  us  be  generous  in  our  a'j 
titudes,  neither  self-regardini 
nor  trying  to  build  ourselves  u 
by  tearing  others  down.  Ma| 
the  church  grow  and  the  peoplj 
of  God  glow!  In  Jesus'  name 
amen. — Standard  Lesson  Con 
mentary 
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(Continued  from  Page  11) 


(Pictured  are  two  of  the  Free 
'jill  Baptist  students  who  are 
few  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
Members:  (left  to  right)  Donna 
llalock  of  Eastwood  Mission, 
ikyetteville ;  and  Gary  Tyner 
J  Seven  Springs,  a  member  of 
|verside  Church,  Princeton, 
iso  received  into  Phi  Theta 
appa  was  Pandora  Register 
|  Dunn,  a  member  of  Shady 
irove  Church. 


i  SOVIET  JEWRY  AND 
I  MODERN  PHARAOHS 

I       (Continued  from  Page  6) 

)ln  March  1982,  she  was 
iansferred  to  a  remote  village 
Moldavia,  and  was  warned 
apt  to  socialize  with  other 
refuseniks."  Jane  Fonda  was 
le  first  foreign  visitor  to  see 
m  Nudel  in  six  years. 
|  "She  is  a  woman  of  great 
j»urage  who  has  risked  much 
|  practice  her  faith,"  Miss 
bnda  said,  "I  will  continue  to 
leak  for  her  until  Ida  is  free." 
'his  week,  thousands  of  New 
jorkers  marched  down  Fifth 
Venue  to  the  United  Nations  to 

imonstrate  their  support  of 
l  e  human  rights  of  Ida  Nudel 
lid  thousands  of  Soviet  Jews 
|Ko  share  her  tragic  plight. 

A  hardness  has  come  over  the 
earts  of  Soviet  authorities  not 
jilike  the  hardness  that  af- 
Med  the  heart  of  Pharaoh. 


But  Moses  persisted  and  pro- 
tested until  Pharaoh  was  forced 
to  let  the  Children  of  Israel  go 
to  their  promised  land  of 
freedom.  We  can  do  no  less  for 
those  who  suffer  today  like  the 
slaves  under  the  modern 
Pharaohs  of  the  Soviet  Union. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

Senior  Citizens  Day  Planned 

Core  Point  Chapel  Church  is 
planning  a  special  senior 
citizens  day  on  Sunday,  June 
10.  The  time  of  the  services  is  11 
a.m.  The  Rev.  Graham  Lane,  a 
former  pastor,  will  bring  the 
morning  message.  A  pig- 
picking,  games  of  interest,  and 
movies  of  past  homecomings 
are  scheduled  for  the  after- 
noon. Everyone  is  invited,  and 


the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Webber,  extends  a  special  in- 
vitation to  all  senior  citizens  in 
the  neighborhood  and  the  area 
to  attend.  This  special  day  is 
sure  to  bless  the  young  and  old 
alike. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
June  13-15 

Saints  Delight  Church,  near 
Ormondsville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Bruce  Jones, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  James  Warren, 
pastor 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

Phil  Shepard,  summer  mis- 
sionary to  the  Philippines,  will 
leave  the  Raleigh-Durham  Air- 
port on  Tuesday,  June  12.  He 
will  be  flying  out  at  8:05  a.m. 
via  United  Airlines. 


REPORT  BLANK 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 
OF  THE 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  FREE  WDLL  BAPTISTS 

Date  

Name  of  Auxiliary  or  Convention  

Church  District   

President  Address  


Delegate  or  Letter  Address 


Pastor  Address 


Representation:  Auxiliaries— One  (1)  delegate  for  each  ten  (10)  members  or 
fraction  thereof.  Denominational  organizations  or  conventions— one  (1) 
delegate  for  each  fifty  (50)  members  or  fraction  thereof. 

Registration  Fees:  $  ($10)  each  Auxiliary  or  Convention.  Con- 
tribution to  General  Conference  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  Mission  Fund 
$  

***If  you  cannot  represent  by  delegation,  please  return  this  blank  along  with 
your  contributions  to:  Mrs.  Diana  Lyons,  108  Homeward  Drive,  Rockingham, 
NC  28379. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at  the  General  Conference  on  June  18,  1984,  at 
Tee's  Chapel  (Cape  Fear),  Johnston  County,  8  miles  east  of  Smithfield  on 
rural  road  1007  (Brogden  Road),  Route  2,  Smithfield,  NC  27577. 

June  18,  Youth  Night— Registration  7:00;  Convention  7:30  p.m. 

June  19,  Woman's  Auxiliary— Registration  9:30;  Convention  10:00  p.m. 

In  His  Service, 
Diane  S.  Lyons 
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FIRST  ANNUAL 


Saturday,  June  16, 1984 

College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 

7:30  p.m. 

—Featuring— 


5 


f 
f 

f 
f 

r 
f 
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$5  in  Advance 

Tickets  available  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  Box  158,  Ayden,  NC 
28513;  telephone,  919/746-6128. 


$7.50  at  the  Door 


Special  Bus  Load  Price:  $1  off  ticket  , 
price  (with  15  or  more  in  load)  ^  r 

Senior  Citizens  (65  and  older):  Free!   ^  ^ 


Nr 


Sponsored  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc 
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On  Qunz  1  6,  IQ84,  tke.  Sxee  <\l\litt  HBafitiit  <Pxe±i  founda- 
tion uuiCC  no±t  it±  annuaC  "OfiEn  <^/oui£  "  at  tfiE  foundation' 
(juitding  in  c^udzn. 

^We  fest  that  thii  i±  an  excellent  ofzfioxtunity  fox  you  to  become 
Ijzttzx  awaxz  of  tftz  innex  u&oxftingi  of  tds.  <lPxEi.±. 

iSincE  oux  (jui  tdina  nou±£±  tnz  <State  donuzntion  cMzad- 
auaxtzxi.,  XEfiXEiEntatiuES.  of  otfrEX  dEnominationaC  EntExfixiiEi 
wiCC  afio  Ije  on  (land  to  amvuEX  que±tion±  concexning  tlzeix 
woxh. 


<We  wiCC  £e  malting  Caned  auaitalite  tfxat  dag.  HBax-IjE-qUE 
and  cfiicbzn  witt  Ije  fixzfiaxzd  and  ±EXU£d  (on  tfrE  gxound±)  (je- 
tujEEn  11  a.m.  and  1  fi.m.  at  tnE  co±t  of  $3.50.  '^ZJfiE  IZ^txie 
cM^Etodg  H3og±,  "  "^ZJVie  ^o±(ieC  dhaxgzxi.,  "  and 
£PxE±C0tt  9  amitg  '  uuiCC  fiXEiEnt  a  fixogxam  of  goi.\izC  muiic, 
(jEginning  at  noon.  Oux  fiXEiizi.  wiCC  Ije  in  ofiExation  duxing 
tfxz  moxning  (1011x5.  and  guided  toux±  arid  Ije  offzxzd  fox  in- 
tEXE±tEd  fiEX±on±. 

On  cH  Li.  ±EXULCE, 

<zR.  CCiffoxd  <^xag  Q.x. 
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Woman's  Auxiliaryl 


Officers  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  for  1984-86  elected  and  installed  May  10  at  the  Ann\\ 
Meeting  in  College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College:  Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley,  New  Bern,  Christian  Education  Chairmw 
Mrs.  Rachel  Duncan,  Chadbourn,  Field  Secretary;  Miss  Sara  Willoughby,  Ahoskie,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Hilda  Sasser,  Wils( 
Treasurer;  Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker,  Route  3,  Kenly,  Assistant  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Ruth  Warrick,  Route  1,  Clayton,  Correspond^ 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Nina  Grace  Register,  Kinston,  Study  Course  Chairman;  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  Deep  Run,  President;  M, 
Virginia  Joyner,  Kenly,  Program-prayer  Chairman;  Mrs.  Clara  Patrick,  Winterville,  Benevolence  Chairman;  Miss  Le 
McGlohon,  Winterville,  Assistant  Editor  of  DEVOTION;  Mrs.  Dola  Dudley,  Smithfield,  Editor  of  DEVOTION;  Representati 
for  Mrs.  Suzanne  Coates,  Pine  Level,  Youth  Chairman;  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vernon,  Mount  Olive,  visitor;  Mrs.  Rose  Raper,  Mount  Olix 
Recordinn  Secretary:  Mrs.  Hattie  Bright,  Bladenboro,  Honorary  Member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


Ladies  receiving  a  gift  of  flowers  while  attending  the  State  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Flowers  were  given  by  the  Biology  Department. 


Installation  Chairman  Mrs.  Ii 
McLawhorn,  who  installed  the  new  I 
ficers  at  the  198k  State  Woman's  A$ 
iliary  Convention;  and  Mrs.  Dot 
who  assisted  her.  Both  women  c: 
members  of  Bethany  Church,  J 
County. 


^xom  1984  donuzntion 


Ladies  at  lunch  at  the  North  Carolh 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Ct 
lege  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College. 
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News  and  Notes 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Allen  and  Bobby 
lenn  Tew 


I  At  the  close  of  the  worship 
Service   on   Sunday  evening, 
;  kpril  8,  1984,  the  Rev.  Jerry 
I  Jlen,  pastor  of  Robert's  Grove 
Ihurch,  Route  1,  Dunn,  an- 
ounced  that  Bobby  Glenn  Tew, 
member,  had  accepted  the 
all  as  a  gospel  minister. 
I  On  Monday,  April  23,  Bobby 
Iras  examined  by  the  Board  of 
Ordination,  and  was  approved 
b  be  licensed  as  an  Original 
Tree  Will  Baptist  minister. 
Then  on  Sunday  night,  May 
3,  Bobby  delivered  the  evening 
lessage   for  the   people  at 
lobert's  Grove  Church  and 
iter  the  invitation  was  given, 
he  pastor  presented  to  him  his 
ertificate  of  license.  Bobby 
,nd  his  wife,  Carolyn,  knelt  at 
he  altar  for  the  anointing  and 
he  prayer  of  dedication  by  the 
»astor  and  the  deacons  of  the 
hurch. 

The  people  of  Robert's  Grove 
Church  and  community  are 
rery  proud  of  Bobby  and  his 
jamily,  and  for  the  stand  that 
ie  has  taken  to  go  out  to  face  a 
vorld  of  opposition  in  order 
hat  he  might  spread  the  gospel 
ind  win  souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
phrist. 

PYee  Spirit  Church  to 
lave  Singspiration 

The  Free  Spirit  Church  of 
iloute  5,  Wilson,  across  from 
;he  Lely  Corporation  on 
Wl-South,  announces  that  on 
Sunday,  June  16,  1984,  at  the  7 
s.m.  worship  services,  there 
vill  be  a  song  service  brought 
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by  The  New  Life  Singers  from 
Daniels  Chapel  Church  of 
Wilson.  The  Rev.  Wayne 
Whitley,  pastor  of  Free  Spirit 
Church,  invites  everyone  to  join 
them  for  this  service. 

General  Conference 
WA  to  Meet 

The  20th  Session  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the 
General  Conference  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  will  meet  on 
June  18,  19,  1984,  at  Tee's 
Chapel  Church,  Smithfield.  The 
theme  will  be  "Love  One 
Another."  The  Scripture  will  be 
taken  from  John  15:17.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

MONDAY,  JUNE  18 
7:00  P.M.— Registration 
7:30  P.M.— Youth  Convention 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  19 
9:30  A.M.— Registration 
10:00  A.M.— Hymn 

—  Devotion   and  Prayer, 
Frances  Phillips 

—Welcome,  Beatrice  Over- 
man 

—Response,  Amy  Scott 
—Special  Music,  Annie  L. 

Hardee 
—Opening  of  Convention 
—Recognition  of  Officers, 

Delegates,  Ministers  and 

Visitors 

—  President's  Remarks, 
Rachel  Duncan 

—Business  Session 

—Minutes 
11:00  A.M.— Offering  and  Prayer 

—Hymn 

—Special  Music 

—Message,  Addie  Starnes 
12:00— Final  Business  and  Adjourn 
12:30— Lunch 

Song  Director:  Velma  Wadsworth 
Pianist— Annie  L.  Hardee 

Mother-Daughter  Banquet  at 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church 

On  May  11,  at  7  p.m.,  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  St.  Mary's 
Grove  Church,  Benson,  the  peo- 
ple were  busy  in  preparation  of 
serving  a  delicious  buffet  meal 
to  some  125  guests  attending  its 
Mother-Daughter  banquet. 

The  fellowship  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  a 
yellow  color  scheme.  The 
bulletin  board  was  decorated  as 


a  large  gift  box  with  a  yellow 
bow  and  streamers  with  Happy 
Mother's  Day  inscribed.  The 
meal  was  served  by  candle- 
light. 

Special  music  was  presented 
by  a  young  ladies'  trio,  Beth 
Lee,  Abby  and  Lori  Norris. 
Their  selections  were 
"Mother"  and  "Precious 
Memories." 

Mrs.  Becky  Stephenson,  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  evening, 
spoke  on  "Love"  and  the  role 
Christian  mothers  play  in  the 
world  today.  Her  Scripture  text 
was  taken  from  1  Corinthians 
13. 

The  mothers  sang  a  special 
song  to  the  daughters  and  the 
daughters  responded  by  sing- 
ing a  song  of  thanksgiving  to 
their  mothers. 

Recognition  of  special  guests 
was  made  by  Mrs.  Grace 
Jones,  who  presented  a 
beautiful  corsage  of  white  silk 
roses  to  Mrs.  Rena  Byrd,  the 
oldest  mother  present.  She  is  86 
years  old.  Red  silk  rose  cor- 
sages were  given  to  the 
youngest  mothers. 

Two  door  prizes  were 
presented  by  the  Jimmy 
Wallace  Studio  of  Smithfield, 
consisting  of  gift  certificates 
for  a  free  portrait  session  and  a 
5x7  portrait  to  each  winner. 

The  drawing  for  the  first  cer- 
tificate was  won  by  Mrs.  Do  vie 
Ferrell.  The  second  certificate 
drawing,  for  the  Senior  Citizen 
Mothers,  was  won  by  Mrs. 
Gladys  Adams. 

A  special  thanks  is  extended 
to  every  lady  who  had  a  part  in 
making  the  banquet  such  an  en- 
joyable evening  for  everyone. 

Westside  Honors  Pastor 
On  His  Birthday 

The  members  of  Westside 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  1205 
Lynn  Drive,  Kinston,  North 
Carolina,  honored  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Wayne  King,  recently 
on  his  birthday  with  a  surprise 
dinner  at  the  Calabash  Clipper 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Restaurant  in  Kinston.  Approx- 
imately fifty  persons  were 
present  for  the  occasion.  The 
room  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  spring  flowers  and 
balloons.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Baker 
made  and  decorated  a  beautiful 
and  delicious  birthday  cake 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  A 
London  Fog  all-weather  coat 
was  presented  to  the  pastor  by 
those  present. 


The  Rev.  Wayne  King  opening  his 
birthday  gift 


Mr.  King  has  been  pastor  of 
Westside  Church  since 
September,  1980.  Since  his 
short  pastorate  a  1,000  square 
foot  Sunday  school  wing  has 
been  added  to  the  present 
building  and  it  is  paid  for  in  full. 
A  portable  baptistry  has  been 
purchased  for  the  church.  Their 
giving  to  missions  has  grown 
from  $120  per  year  to  $3,395.50 
in  1983.  Total  giving  outside  the 
local  church  (which  includes 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Camp 
Vandemere,  State  and  District 
Conferences,  Superannuation, 
love  offerings  and  other  dona- 
tions) amounted  to  $6,288.74  in 
the  past  year.  Thus  more  than 
the  tithe  of  the  church's  total  in- 
come was  given  outside  their 
own  local  ministry. 

With  a  total  membership  of 
131  members,  Westside  is  still 
growing  in  members.  A  larger 
sanctuary  is  vitally  needed.  It 
is  their  hope  and  prayer  that  a 


new  and  larger  sanctuary  can 
be  built  in  the  not-too-distant 
future.  Money  is  being  raised 
now  toward  that  end,  with  more 
than  $30,200  in  the  building 
fund. 

Through  Mr.  King's  leader- 
ship these  things  have  been  ac- 
complished. For  all  of  these, 
the  people  of  Westside  give  God 
the  glory  and  honor  and  praise, 
realizing  that  all  the  good  is  His 
doing  and  not  theirs. 

They  thank  the  Lord  for  send- 
ing the  Rev.  Wayne  King  and 
his  wife,  Deborah,  and 
daughter,  Kelly,  to  them  and 
they  are  grateful  for  his  leader- 
ship and  dedication. 

Mrs.  Lina  Sumner  Honored 

On  Sunday,  May  13,  the 
church  at  Sandy  Plain  honored 
Mrs.  Lina  Sumner  as  Mother  of 
the  Year.  Mrs.  Teresa  Kennedy 
read  to  the  congregation  the 
history  of  Mrs.  Sumner's  life. 
She  was  born  in  1911.  She  has 
been  a  Christian  and  a  member 
of  Sandy  Plain  Church  since  a 
very  early  age.  Mrs.  Sumner  is 
the  widow  of  Mr.  John  Sumner. 
They  reared  their  children  in 
the  church,  each  one  attending 
church  regularly.  Mrs.  Sumner 
has  a  perfect  attendance  pin  of 
25  years.  She  is  still  active  in 
church  and  attends  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  Mrs.  Edna 
McAbee  presented  to  Mrs. 
Sumner  a  plaque  of  special 
recognition  as  Mother  of  the 
Year  and  a  beautiful  red  rose 
corsage,  which  was  pinned  on 
her. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Jack  Kennedy  in  appreciation 
of  Mrs.  Lina  Sumner. 

Following  this  special  service 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ransom 
McAbee,  brought  a  very  inspir- 
ing message  from  Jeremiah  2. 

Sandy  Plain  Honors 
Pastor  and  Wife 

On  Sunday,  May  6,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Ransom  McAbee 
celebrated  their  40th  wedding 
anniversary.  The  church 
honored  them  with  a  plaque  of 
recognition   and   many  gifts 


from   individuals.  Refres 
ments   were   served  in  ml 
fellowship  hall  with  many  paj 
ticipating.  f 

General  Conference  to 
Have  Youth  Night 

The  General  Conferenc 
Youth  Night  will  be  Mondali 
June  18,  at  Tee's  Chapel  Chun  i 
in  Smithfield,  North  Carolini 
The  time  of  the  registration  w  t 
be  7  p.m.  The  theme  will  ll 
"Come  and  Hear."  The  Scrip 
ture  will  be  taken  from  Psal;| 
66:16-20.  First,  second,  an 
third  place  winners  of  the  Sta  , 
Youth  Convention  for  the  Bib  | 
Bowl  Quiz  are  invited  to  pai 
ticipate.  Everyone  is  welcome 
to  come  and  see  what  the  Loi 
has  done  through  the  youth  < 
the  denomination. 


Christian  Chapel  Church 
Salutes  Maria  Ham 


Christian  Chapel  Church) 
near  Pink  Hill,  would  like  t 
pay  a  special  tribute  to  Marl; 
Ard  Ham.  She  is  well-known  b; 
most  people  in  this  area.  He( 
parents  are  the  Rev.  and  Mrsj 
Norman  Ard  of  Pink  Hill.  Shi 
spent  most  of  her  childhood  an< 
teenage  years  with  the  peopl< 
at  Christian  Chapel.  She  wai 
playing  the  piano  and  active  ii 
the  youth  group  and  othei 
phases  of  the  church  at  a  verj 
young  age. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Children's  Home 


"NOT  JUST  DIRT!" 


Not 

The  picture  that  you  see  is  not 
ust  a  picture  ...  it  is  not  just 
lirt!  It  is  the  beginning  of  a 
plan  ...  a  plan  for  the  summer 
nonths  ahead.  Beneath  this  sod 
ie  many  seeds,  pods  and 
>lants,  eagerly  awaiting  their 
•endezvous  with  tender  hands 
ind  dirty  feet  (and  probably 
lirt  clod  fights!).  This  picture 
Represents  the  beginning  stage 
if  a  new  garden  plan  for  this 
mmmer,  and  we  want  to  share 
hose  plans  with  you. 

June  8  marks  the  grand  finale 
)f  this  school  year.  The 
ihildren  will  be  on  vacation  the 
ull  week  following  that  Friday. 
Jpon  their  return  on  June  17, 
hey  will  find  an  exciting  and 
)usy  schedule  awaiting  them. 
Monday  morning,  June  18,  will 
nark  the  "take-off"  for  the 
jarden  project.  This  year,  com- 
be tition  will  add  a  little  "spice" 
lo  the  garden  work.  The  garden 
blot  will  be  divided  into  three 
Sections,  one  for  each  cottage. 
Each  cottage  will  be  responsi- 
ble for  an  equivalent  number 
lind  size  of  rows  to  attend  to  and 
larvest.  Houseparents  and 
tocial  staff  will  all  be  helping  in 
he  supervision  of  the  cottage 
groups,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bat- 
jshelor,  Superintendent  of 
Maintenance.  The  children  will 
'requent  the  garden  at  least 
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just  dirt 

once  every  other  day  to  pick  the 
vegetables  that  are  ready  in 
their  section;  every  day  may  be 
required  during  the  heavy  part 
of  the  season.  They  will  be  ex- 
pected to  be  "on  the  job"  at  8: 00 
a.m.  each  assigned  morning, 
and  will  work  in  the  field  from 
two  to  three  hours  each  day. 
After  picking  is  completed, 
they  will  return  to  the  cottage 
for  shelling  and  preparation  of 
vegetables.  The  actual  canning 
and  freezing  will  be  done  about 
twice  each  week  (unless  ex- 
tremely heavy)  as  prepared 
produce  accumulates.  Of 
course,  after  the  work  is  com- 
pleted, hopefully  by  early  after- 
noon, recreation  will  be 
scheduled  until  the  evening 
hours. 


One  potato,  two  potatoes 

Now  the  real  "clincher"  of 
this  gardening  program  is  not 


our  children's  "love  and  en- 
thusiasm for  hard  work,"  ob- 
viously. The  highlight  comes  at 
the  end  of  the  season  when  all 
the  produce  is  totaled.  Each 
cottage  will  count  the  total 
numbers  of  each  item  and  turn 
in  the  final  tallies.  The  cottage 
rendering  the  highest  volume 
at  the  end  of  the  season  will  be 
awarded  a  fun  weekend  in 
August  at  an  amusement 
center  or  the  beach  (not  yet 
determined).  So  what  do  they 
have  to  lose  if  they  "goof  off"? 
A  lot! 

This  program  can  possibly  do 
several  things: 

1.  It  can  provide  incentive 
for  children  to  experience  "real 
work"  with  reward. 

2.  It  can  help  complement 
and  develop  cottage  morale 
and  the  group  process. 

3.  It  can  help  decrease 
idle  time  during  the  summer 
months  (a  real  trouble-spot). 

4.  It  can  help  build  stronger 
relationships  of  cooperation 
and  interaction  between  staff 
and  children. 

5.  It  can  help  provide  for 
valuable  food  resources  for  the 
summer  months. 


/ 
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Plants  growing 

The  list  could  go  on,  but  there 
is  also  a  difficult  side  and  you 
need  to  know  about  that  too. 
Here  are  some  problem  areas 
that  may  be  encountered: 

1.  Houseparents  can  be 
overloaded  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  canning  and  freezing, 
along  with  their  normal  de- 
manding schedules. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Mount  Olive  College 


Endowment  of  the  Week 


WILLET  L.  AND  ANNIE  H. 
MORETZ  ENDOWMENT 


The  late  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willet  L. 
Moretz 


Mrs.  Annie  Harrison  Moretz 
of  Swannanoa,  widow  of  the 
late  Rev.  Willet  L.  Moretz,  died 
May  25,  1984,  in  an  Asheville 
hospital.  She  was  83  years  old. 

Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted, May  27,  at  Swannanoa 
Valley  Presbyterian  Church  by 
the  Rev.  Dan  Sulc,  pastor,  and 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive  College. 
Burial  was  in  the  Piney  Grove 
Cemetery  near  her  home. 

Mrs.  Moretz  was  a  retired 
nurse,  having  been  employed 
by  the  Beacon  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Swannanoa  for 
forty-three  years. 

Mr.  Moretz  (1898-1976)  was  a 
well-known  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  who  served  churches 
in  eastern  North  Carolina  from 
1933  to  1971.  Except  for  his  last 
pastorate  at  Roanoke  Rapids, 
he  commuted  to  his  churches,  a 
round-trip  distance  between  600 
and  700  miles  weekly. 

His  pastorates  included: 
Hickory  Chapel,  Mount  Olive 
and  Corinth  in  the  Albemarle 
Conference;  Gum  Swamp, 
Spring  Branch,  Howell  Swamp, 
Friendship,  Black  Jack,  Piney 
Grove  and  Roanoke  Rapids  in 
the  Central  Conference;  Trent, 
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Oriental,  White  Oak  Grove  and 
Rock  of  Zion  in  the  Eastern 
Conference;  and  Wilson  and 
Union  Grove  in  the  Western 
Conference.  In  his  early 
ministry,  Mr.  Moretz  served 
churches  in  western  North 
Carolina,  including  Swan- 
nanoa, Mount  Bethel,  Asheville 
and  Hazel  Green. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral 
work,  Mr.  Moretz  served  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Children's  Home  at  Middlesex 
and  for  many  years  wrote  a 
weekly  column  for  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  entitled  "The 
Lighted  Pathway."  He  also, 
along  with  the  late  Rev.  L.  E. 
Ballard,  published  for  a 
number  of  years  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Messenger,  a  publica- 
tion devoted  to  general  news  of 
the  denomination  especially  in 
western  North  Carolina. 

A  native  of  Boone,  Mr. 
Moretz  attended  Mars  Hill  Col- 
lege and  for  a  number  of  years 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Henderson  and  Madison  Coun- 
ties. He  was  ordained  in  1920,  as 
a  Southern  Baptist  minister, 
but  in  1928,  he  transferred  his 
membership  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  He  and  Mrs. 
Moretz  were  married  in  1921. 

Although  in  later  years  there 
were  no  churches  in  their  area 
affiliated  with  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moretz  retained  their 
affiliation  with  the  work  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Through  life-income  in- 
vestments with  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mrs.  Moretz  estab- 
lished the  "Willet  L.  and  Annie 
H.  Moretz  Endowment."  In- 
come from  the  endowment  will 
be  used  to  advance  the  work  of 
Christian  higher  education 
among  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. 

Friends  who  would  like  to  ex- 
press their  condolences  may 
write  the  foster  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moretz:  Miss  Ruth 
Casida,  291  Bee  Tree  Road, 
Swannanoa,    North  Carolina 


28778.  Those  who  would  like  Jl 
make  memorials  are  invited  /jl 
consider  the  Moretz  Endow! 
ment  at  Mount  Olive  College1 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolinj 
28365. 

I 

MOC  EXPECTS  FULL  HOI  S 
FOR  FALL  SEMESTER 

Free  Will  Baptist  studenl' 
who  wish  to  live  on  campus  e 
Mount  Olive  College  during  th 
1984-85  academic  year,  and  wh 
have  not  already  made  applies 
tion,  are  urged  to  contact  th 
Admissions  Office  promptlj 
The  fall  semester  begin1 
August  27. 

With  the  addition  of  the  junio 
year  this  fall,  only  a  ver 
limited  number  of  dormitor 
spaces  are  still  available.  "W 
would  like  to  accommodat 
every  qualified  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  student  who  desires  to  at 
tend  Mount  Olive,  but  we  an< 
ticipate  having  to  search  few 
off-campus  housing  for  late  ap 
plicants,"  declared  Mrs 
Dianne  Riley,  director  of  Adt 
missions. 

Financial  aid  is  available  oi 
the  basis  of  merit  and  need,  in 
eluding  a  special  tuition  gran' 
of  $5,000  ($1,250  annually  fo: 
four  years)  for  full-time  Fret 
Will  Baptist  students.  Informal 
tion  on  this  grant  and  other  proi 
grams  of  assistance  an 
available  upon  request. 

In  addition  to  recent  higli 
school  graduates,  students  wh< 
have  completed  two  years  o 
college  at  other  institutions  o 
higher  education  may  transfei, 
to  Mount  Olive  with  junion 
standing.  The  first  bac 
calaureate  degrees  are 
scheduled  to  be  awarded  in  the 
spring  of  1986. 

Interested  students  are  en 
couraged  to  visit,  write  or  call: 
The  Admissions  Office,  Moun1 
Olive  College  (Hendersor 
Building),  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365;  telephone, 
919/658-2502. 
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COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 


ine  18,  July  14  and  August  2 


/  gust  6,  7 


gust  14 


i  gust  27 


Summer  Orientation  for  new  students,  9  a.m.- 
1  p.m.,  College  Hall,  Room  202.  Testing  and  educa- 
tional and  vocational  planning.  Appointments  will 
be  made  for  Counseling-Orientation  Conference. 
Information  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr.  J. 
Thomas  Johnson,  vice  president  for  student  af- 
fairs, College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365;  phone  (919)  658-5056. 

Ministers '  Institute,  Henderson  Building.  Theme : 
"The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  Contact:  The 
Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison,  phone  (919)  658-2502. 

Summer  Orientation  for  transfer  students, 
7  p.m. -8: 45  p.m.,  Room  202,  College  Hall.  Educa- 
tional and  vocational  planning.  Appointments  will 
be  scheduled  for  Counseling-Orientation  Con- 
ference. For  information,  contact  Dr.  J.  Thomas 
Johnson,  vice  president  for  student  affairs,  Col- 
lege Hall,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365;  phone  (919)  658-5056. 

Fall  semester  begins.  Students  who  have  not  yet 
made  college  plans  still  have  time  to  make  ap- 
plication. Information  and  application  forms  for 
both  admissions  and  financial  aid  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Admissions  Office,  Henderson  Building, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365;  phone  (919)  658-2502. 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

During  the  two-week  period  of  May  22— June  4,  ten  bleacher 
sats  were  contributed  to  College  Hall.  These  gifts  brought  the 
imber  of  bleacher  seats  sponsored  to  date  to  376  toward  a  goal  of 
200. 

i  With  the  use  of  800  chairs,  which  have  already  been  con- 
fibuted,  the  bleacher  seats  will  bring  to  2,000  the  number  of  people 
[ho  can  be  accommodated  at  conventions,  rallies  and  at  other 
irge  gatherings. 

j  Seats  may  be  sponsored  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  persons 
jiosen  by  the  donor.  Gifts  will  be  recognized  on  a  poster  in  the  lob- 
y  of  College  Hall  and  with  a  nameplate  on  the  seat. 


Number  of  Seats 
($100  each) 

1 


eacher  Seat  Gifts :  May  22  —  June  4 

Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Rice 
>  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Rice,  Cornelius 
f  Memory  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Chandler 
I  By  Mrs.  Kaye  Williams,  Kinston 
I  Memory  of  Mr.  James  O.  Starling 
I  By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Rains,  Pine  Level 
lionymous 

j  Memory  of  C.  Walton  Wilson 

j  By  Mrs.  C.  Walton  Wilson  and  Family,  Clayton 
r.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kraft,  Mount  Olive 

1  Memory  of  Mr.  James  E.  Timmons  and  in  Honor  of  Mrs.  James  E.  Timmons 
By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Baker,  Quezon  City,  Philippines 

p.  Lucy  B.  Mooring,  La  Grange 

l  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  N.  Hargrove 
By  Mr.  Don  Hargrove,  Calypso 
Totals 

lorrection  from  June  6:  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marion  [Roy] 
Parker,  by  Mrs.  Marion  LeRoy  Parker,  Dudley, 
should  have  been  4,  not  1.) 


1 
1 

2 
1 

1 
1 

10 


Summary  of  Gifts  Through  June  4 

limber  of  Bleacher  Seats  in  College  Hall 
amber  Sponsored  to  Date 
Number  of  Gifts  ($100  each)  Needed 


1,200 
376 
824 


ORIENTATION  DATES 
FOR  NEW  STUDENTS 

Four  sessions  of  Summer 
Orientation  are  scheduled  for 
students  who  plan  to  attend 
Mount  Olive  College  in  the  fall. 
The  dates  for  the  orientations 
are  June  18,  July  14,  and  August 
2  for  new  students ;  and  August 
14  for  transfer  students.  All 
orientations  will  be  held  in  Col- 
lege Hall. 

Students  will  receive  an  in- 
troduction to  the  academic  life, 
student  life  and  religious  life  of 
Mount  Olive  College.  An  educa- 
tional and  vocational  planning 
guide  will  assist  students  in 
forming  their  career  goals.  At 
the  closing  of  each  session  ap- 
pointments will  be  made  for 
personalized  counseling- 
orientation  conferences  with 
faculty  advisors. 

The  schedule  for  the  June  18, 
July  14  and  August  2  orienta- 
tions for  new  students  will 
begin  at  9  a.m. 

The  schedule  for  the  August 
14  orientation  for  transfer 
students  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work  (full-time  or 
part-time)  after  July  1.  He  can 
be  reached  at  805  Johnston 
Union  Road,  Clayton,  North 
Carolina;  phone  553-4837.  He  is 
at  Union  Chapel  Church  at  the 
present  time  near  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  David  Hines  states 
that  he  now  has  a  new  address. 
It  is  205  Caprice  Drive,  Kinston, 
North  Carolina  28501. 


NOTICE 

The  Rev.  N.  D.  Wiggs  Jr. 
is  no  longer  an  ordained 
Free  Will  Baptist  min- 
ister. His  credentials  are 
null  and  void. 

Ray  Williamson,  Secretary 
Central  Conference 
Ordaining  Council 
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Home  Missionsl 


On  April  24,  five  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  boarded  a 
plane  in  Kinston,  North 
Carolina,  and  five  hours  later 
landed  at  Los  Angeles  Interna- 
tional Airport.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  what  was  to  be  a 
great  experience  for  these  men. 
These  men  were:  the  Revs. 
Frank  Harrison,  Dean  Ken- 
nedy, Billy  Hardee,  Joseph 
Benton  and  Ray  Wells. 

The  purpose  of  this  trip  was 
to  conduct  training  seminars 
and  to  share  the  gospel  with  the 
H'mong  refugees  in  California. 
We  went  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Home  Missions  Board  and 
under  the  guidance  of  our  mis- 
sionary in  California,  the  Rev. 
Bob  Harber. 

Each  minister  was  assigned 
a  specific  town  and  church  in 
which  to  minister.  The  Rev. 
Dean  Kennedy  worked  with  the 
Lao  Evangelical  Church  in 
Banning,  California.  Banning  is 
located  about  seventy-five 
miles  south  of  Santa  Ana.  While 
in  Banning,  Brother  Kennedy 
taught  two  seminars,  preached 
five  sermons.  He  also  assisted 
the  Rev.  Wa  Lo  Lee  in  a  bap- 
tism and  communion  service. 
The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison 
ministered  to  the  congregation 
in  Santa  Ana  where  he  also  led 
two  seminars  and  conducted 
two  worship  services.  The 
Revs.  Hardee  and  Benton  and 
Wells  conducted  seminars, 
worship  services  and  children's 
workshops  at  the  church  in 
Merced,  California.  This  town 
is  located  about  350  miles  north 
of  Santa  Ana.  Brothers  Hardee 
and  Benton  were  in  charge  of 
the  seminars  and  worship  ser- 
vices. Brother  Wells  preached 
on  Friday  night,  and  on  Satur- 
day traveled  to  three  other 
cities  to  talk  to  H'mongs  who 
were  interested  in  starting 
churches  in  their  areas.  On 
Sunday,  regular  worship  ser- 
vices were  held  by  Brother 
Kennedy  in  Banning,  Brother 
Harrison  in  Santa  Ana,  Brother 
Hardee  in  Fresno  and  Brother 


Benton  in  Merced.  Brother 
Wells  was  in  Tulare  to  help  with 
the  dedication  of  a  new  con- 
gregation. 

We  all  met  back  in  Santa  Ana 
on  Sunday  night  happy,  but 
tired.  On  Monday,  we  took  time 
to  review  the  events  of  the  week 
and  to  share  our  experiences 
with  each  other.  The  day  con- 
cluded with  a  fellowship  supper 
prepared  by  the  H'mong  people 
in  Santa  Ana.  All  the  food 
served  was  food  eaten  in  the 
H'mong  homes.  On  Tuesday  we 
bid  farewell  to  California  and 
five  hours  later  were  back  in 
Kinston  full  of  joy  at  seeing  our 
families  and  also  with  some 
feelings  of  sadness  over  the 
needs  of  the  people  to  whom  we 
were  sent  to  minister. 

We  all  know  that  it  is  hard  to 
form  an  adequate  opinion  of  the 
needs  of  these  people,  but  in  a 
week  with  them  we  arrived  at 
some  of  the  following  conclu- 
sions : 

1.  The  H'mongs  are  a  people 
who  have  come  to  America 
seeking  a  new  life.  They  left 
Laos  because  of  abuse  by  the 
communists.  They  lost  friends, 
family,  land  and  homes.  The 
only  thing  that  these  people 
have  to  remind  them  of  their 
home  is  their  church  and  faith 
in  God. 

2.  They  are  hungry  for  the 
gospel.  They  are  eager  to  hear 
the  message  of  the  Lord.  The 
typical  Sunday  service  lasts 
from  one  to  three  p.m.  One 
thing  that  was  new  to  all  of  us 
was  that  following  the  sermons 
on  Friday  night  and  Saturday, 
the  people  asked  questions. 
These  questions  were  concern- 
ing Scriptures,  doctrine  and 
ethical  situations  that  the 
H'mongs  were  dealing  with  in 
their  church  and  in  this  new 
country. 

3.  The  young  people  are  very 
special  in  the  Lao  Evangelical 
Church.  They  are  dedicated  to 
their  families  and  are  a  very 
vital  part  of  the  church.  They 
help  in  the  Sunday  school  and 


they  render  special  musicJ 
many  of  the  worship  servic  J 
A  group  of  young  people  ca» 
from  the  church  at  Merced: 
participate  in  the  dedicate  [i 
service  at  Tulare.  Many  f 
these  young  people  express! 
to  us  a  desire  to  come  to  Moi't 
Olive  to  continue  their  edu<'.' 
tion.  The  one  thing  we  as  Fiij 
Will  Baptists  could  do  would  a 
to  help  with  some  of  their  <L 
penses  of  going  to  college. 

4.  The  H'mong  people  for  tj! 
most  part  are  unemployed  a/ 
have  to  depend  on  the  states 
help  them.  Their  goal  is  i 
become  self-supporting  a.j 
contributors  to  society.  Let  p 
pray  that  they  will  be  able 
gain  this  kind  of  independent 

We  wish  to  thank  Brother 
Harber  for  giving  us  a  place  'f 
stay  and  the  spiritual  guidanji 
we  needed  to  effective,; 
witness  to  the  H'mongs.  Than 4 
also  to  the  Home  MissioJ 
Board  for  the  opportunity  to 
and  to  the  churches  who  pa^ 
our  expenses. 

In  closing,  we  wish  to  leaii 
you  with  these  challenges:  j 

1.  Pray  for  Brother  Harbi 
and  the  work  being  done  j 
California. 

2.  Pray  for  the  H'mong  pe| 
pie. 

3.  Increase  your  financijj 
support  for  Home  Missions  , 
that  they  may  continue  tl| 
much  needed  work  in  Norj 
Carolina  and  California. 

4.  Remember  the  words  | 
Jesus:  "Ye  shall  be  ml 
witness."  Will  you? 

Yours  for  Christ 
Ray  Wells,  Chairmc 
Home  Missions  Bom 


JUNE 
IS 

CRAGMONT 
MONTH. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


$r  June  17 

I  AN  ANOINTED 

SHEPHERD 

Jsson  Text:  2  Samuel  5:1-3; 
F:  8-16 

tymory  Verse:  2  Samuel  7:8 

We  have  seen  previously  that 
id  rejected  Saul  for  his  per- 
i  tent  disobedience.  David 
us  selected  to  be  the  new 
Anarch,  and  Samuel  was  sent 
danoint  him  to  that  position, 
rjis  was  done  while  Saul  was 
il  in  power  and  prior  to 
ivid's  victory  over  Goliath 
Samuel  16:1-13). 
Later  David  became  more 
Id  more  prominent  and 
ipular  while  Saul's  authority 
in  sway  gradually  eroded, 
iter  Saul's  death  David 
icame  king,  first  of  the  tribe 
rfrudah  only,  and  then  over  all 
lael. 

Eventually,  the  whole  of  the 
i^ple,  north  and  south,  were 
iquered  and  exiled  to  lands 
|  from  Palestine.  But  the 
ibrew  people  and  David's 
pendants  did  not  die  out,  and 
tiny  centuries  later  a  Messiah 
|s  born  who  was  descended 
|m  David.  This  was  Jesus 
p,  among  His  other  titles, 
Is  called  "the  Son  of  David." 
kill  be  our  delight  to  see  how 
|  prophetic  words  about  the 
(vidic  kingdom  were,  indeed, 
filled  and  how  this  kingdom 
low  without  end  and  without 
Intiers. 

ifter  Saul's  death  the  people 
the  southern  tribe  of  Judah 
Ibepted  David  as  their  king 
Samuel  2:4,  7).  However,  the 
ijority  of  the  tribes  chose 
Ibosheth,  a  son  of  Saul,  as 
sir  monarch.  Abner  was  the 
tnmander-in-chief  of  the 
*ces  of  this  Northern 
igdom. 

n  a  little  while  a  fierce 

II  war  broke  out,  which 
ged  intermittently  over 
feral  years.  The  forces  of 
vid  gradually  gained  the 
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mastery  (2  Samuel  3:1).  Final- 
ly, Joab  killed  Abner,  and 
Ishbosheth  was  murdered, 
leaving  the  northern  tribes 
without  strong  leadership. 

As  our  text  begins  we  read  of 
a  peace  ceremony,  at  which 
time  David  was  anointed  king 
over  all  of  the  Hebrew  people. 
After  a  time  peace  was 
established,  and  David  then 
desired  to  build  a  permanent 
place  for  the  worship  of  God. 

We  have  seen  that  Jesus,  our 
Lord,  came  from  "the  house 
and  lineage  of  David."  By 
prophets,  angels,  and  Himself, 
Jesus  was  called  "the  son"  or 
"offspring"  of  David.  This  links 
Him  with  the  kingly  line  of 
Judah,  but  it  also  ties  Him 
into  the  glory  and  pathos  of 
our  human  lot.  David's  great- 
grandfather had  married  a 
foreign  girl  — Ruth  the 
Moabitess— who  had  sought  a 
haven  in  Israel  as  a  refugee. 
David  himself  had  begun  as  a 
lowly  tender  of  sheep  in  the 
hills  of  Judea.  Yet  he  had 
striven  heroically  with  the 
Philistine  giant  and  had 
become  an  adventurous  mili- 
tary leader.  At  times,  amid 
King  Saul's  fits  of  madness  and 
jealousy,  David  had  been  cast 
out  and  hunted  in  the  wilder- 
ness almost  as  if  he  were  a  wild 
beast. 

David's  sin  in  connection 
with  Bathsheba  and  the  subse- 
quent death  of  her  husband, 
Uriah,  needs  no  elaboration. 
And  while  dying,  David  sought 
to  consolidate  the  reign  of 
Solomon  by  urging  the  execu- 
tion of  two  men  who  had  of- 
fended him  earlier  (2  Kings 
2:5-9).  Yet  this  was  the  same 
David  who  composed  many 
psalms  of  varied  moods  ex- 
pressing trust,  submission,  joy, 
and  penitence.  Such  deathless 
spiritual  lyrics  as  the  Twenty- 
third  Psalm  came  from  this 
same  David  to  bless  and  edify 
countless  generations.  Such  a 
mixed  inheritance  most  of  us 
have  in  our  backgrounds,  and 


such  our  Lord  Jesus  shared  as  a 
"son  of  David." 

Jesus  took  on  Himself  our 
human  nature  with  all  its 
possibilities  of  good  and  evil, 
yet  He  lived  without  sin 
(Hebrews  4:15).  He  showed  in 
His  flesh  how  we  can  be  made 
bright  with  God's  glory  and 
pass  through  the  temptations 
and  tortures,  the  impulses  and 
the  resolves  of  life  to  the  eter- 
nal blessedness  of  deathless 
victory. 

The  whole  matter  of  Jesus' 
relationship  to  David  is  bound 
up  with  His  messiahship,  for 
His  kingship  is  one  of  the  three 
aspects  of  this.  He  is  prophet, 
priest,  and  king.  His  kingship 
was  associated  with  His  "royal 
blood"  as  a  person  descended 
from  David.  The  wise  men 
came  seeking  the  One  who  had 
been  born  "King  of  the  Jews" 
(Matthew  2:1,  2).  The  angel  an- 
nounced to  the  shepherds  that 
Jesus  was  to  be  a  Saviour,  but 
was  also  to  be  "Christ  the 
Lord"  (Luke  2:11).  Mary  was 
assured  that  "the  Lord  God 
[would]  give  unto  him  the 
throne  of  his  father  David' '  and 
that  "of  his  kingdom  there  shall 
be  no  end"  (Luke  1:32,  33).  In 
His  parable  of  the  judgment  of 
the  nations  Jesus  himself  says 
He  will  sit  on  "the  throne  of  his 
glory"  and  pictures  Himself 
speaking  as  a  king  (Matthew 
25:31-46).  When  Jesus  is  con- 
fessed as  Christ,  He  is  recog- 
nized as  God's  chosen 
Sovereign  who  is  indeed  "King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords." 

This  means  that  for  the  life  of 
the  Christian  the  word  of  his 
King  is  authoritative.  It  is  not 
what  "people  say"  or  what 
"contemporary  scholars  say," 
or  what  a  preacher  says,  or  a 
television  personality  says,  but 
what  Jesus  says.  The  ideal  of 
life  is  not  the  latest  style,  the 
greatest  majority,  or  the  least 
troublesome  practice.  It  is  the 
kind  of  life-style  seen  in  Jesus, 
our  Lord. — Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Beading— Job  9-12 

DEDICATION 
Lord,  can  I  dare  sit  idly  by 
And  watch  the  millions  Christless  die ; 
Doing  nothing  to  save  the  lost, 
Afraid  of  what  might  be  the  cost ; 
Like  Peter,  warming  at  the  fire— 
Sheltering  under  the  church's  spire? 
Dare  I  sit  and  waste  the  years, 
Sharing  Thy  joys,  but  not  Thy  tears; 
Unheeding  Thy  low,  tender  plea, 
"Take  up  thy  cross  and  follow  Me"; 
While  Thy  footprints  leave  crimson  stains 
In  city  streets  and  country  lanes, 
As  Thou  dost  carry  Thy  cross  anew, 
Seeking  the  lost  as  I  should  do? 


0  Lord,  forgive,  I  weep  in  shame, 

1  love  Thee  truly;  in  Thy  name, 
I  turn  my  back  upon  the  past 
To  wholly  follow  Thee  at  last! 


MONDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading— Job  13-16 

"WHAT  IS  THE  TITLE,  'LORD'?" 
There  have  been  many  who  have  laid  aside 
all  earthly  gain  for  Christ's  sake,  to  find  in  Him 
richer  gain  and  fuller  joy,  and  that  nothing  given 
up  for  Him  is  lost;  for  He  gives  better  things. 
Such  was  the  Apostle  Paul,  who  counted  all 
things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord  (Philippians 
3:8).  Another  such  was  Baron  von  Welz,  who  re- 
nounced his  title  and  wealth  to  become  a  mis- 
sionary in  Dutch  Guiana  and  there  give  his  life  in 
service.  Said  he,  when  he  gave  up  his  title  and 
riches : 

"What  to  me  is  the  title  'well-born,'  when  I 
have  been  born  again  in  Christ?  What  to  me  is 
the  title  'lord,'  when  I  desire  only  to  be  a  servant 
of  the  Lord  Christ?  What  is  it  to  me  to  be  called, 
'Your  Grace,'  when  I  have  need  of  God's  grace, 
help,  and  succor?  All  these  vanities  I  will  away 
with,  and  all  else  I  will  lay  at  the  feet  of  Jesus, 
my  dearest  Lord,  that  I  may  have  no  hindrance 
in  serving  Him  aright." 


Let  us  give  up  our  work,  our  thoughts,  our 
plans,  ourselves,  our  lives,  our  loved  ones,  our  in- 
fluence, our  all,  right  into  His  hand,  and  then, 
when  we  have  given  all  over  to  Him,  there  will  be 
nothing  left  for  us  to  be  troubled  about,  or  to 
make  trouble  about. 


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading— Job  17-20 

CONSECRATION  OF  THE  BEST 
An  evangelist  was  preaching  to  the  Indiai|i 
He  had  made  a  strong  appeal  that  assistance  L 
given  to  other  Indians,  and  a  collection  was  to  I 
taken.  Through  an  interpreter  he  asked  them  i 
make  the  very  best  gift  they  had.  When  t. 
baskets  had  been  passed  down  the  aisle  the  j 
came  to  the  front  a  big  Indian,  his  wife  walkiii 
by  his  side  and  a  little  bit  of  a  boy  between  thei 
Securing  the  attention  of  the  evangelist,  the  1> 
dian  said,  "You  told  us  to  give  the  very  best  A 
had  to  God.  Our  best  is  not  money,  but  it  is  tt 
little  child."  And  without  a  suggestion  of  a  smi- 
he  said,  "We  could  not  put  him  into  the  basket, 
we  brought  him  to  you.  You  may  take  him  aw* 
if  you  please,  and  we  will  never  see  him  agar 
Only  remember  he  is  God's  child." 

  \ 


There  is  many  a  life  of  blessing  which 
traced  back  to  its  source  would  come  to  parent 
consecration. 


WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading— Job  21-24 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  HOLDING  ON  TO? 
The  Christians  of  "God's  Invasion  Armj 
give  a  whole  year  of  their  life  to  house-to-hous 
soul-winning.  One  thing  demonstrated  is  that  tl 
greatest  asset  to  the  work  of  God  is  a  yielded  lif 
God  has  called  many  young  people  to  this  woi 
and  answering  such  a  call  has  rarely  been  eas; 
as  they  have  ambitions.  Yet  there  has  been 
response  which  shows  that  the  spirit  of  sacrifk 
has  not  died  out  in  the  Christian  youth  of  our  da; 
One  girl  went  to  see  the  Invasion  Army  groi 
which  was  visiting  her  church,  and  said:  "As 
listened  to  their  testimonies,  I  wanted  i 
unselfish  life  of  service.  I  realized  that  to  be  ha 
py  in  my  Christian  life,  I  must  be  used  of  tl 
Lord.  Still,"  she  admits,  "as  I  went  home  to  be! 
I  kept  thinking  of  job,  home,  friends,  and  ttj 
other  things  I  held  so  dear.  It  seemed  too  mucht 
give  up,  but  I  couldn't  sleep.  All  through  tt 
night  a  voice  kept  saying,  'They  left  all,  ar 
followed  Jesus.'  Finally  I  could  stand  it  r 
longer.  I  slipped  down  by  the  side  of  my  bed  ar 
whispered  to  Jesus,  'I  will  leave  all,  and  folio 
Thee." 


7s  there  a  thing  beneath  the  sun 

That  strives  with  Thee  my  heart  to  share? 

O  tear  it  thence,  and  reign  alone, 
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The  spring  of  every  motion  there! 
Then  shall  my  joyful  heart  be  free, 
And  find  its  deep  repose  in  Thee! 


]HURSDAY,  21 

iune 

iiipture  Reading- Job  25-29 

WHEN  HE  GAVE  HIMSELF 
'  James  H.  McConkey  related  this  ex- 
jjirience:  "The  winter  was  ending.  The  ice  was 
leaking  in  our  native  river.  The  freshets  were 
I  ing  up  in  great  gorges  along  the  banks.  A  few 
|les  above  our  home  was  a  little  town  at  which 
I  immense  ice  gorge  had  imprisoned  eleven 
ten,  women  and  children.  The  instant  this  huge 
Ife  gorge  should  break,  it  would  sweep  those 
I  es  out  of  existence.  My  brother  learned  of  the 
iuation.  Putting  fifty  dollars  in  his  pocket  he 
istened  to  the  little  town.  Arriving  there  he 
Mind  the  people  waiting  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
r  the  catastrophe  which  seemed  inevitable, 
iepping  up  to  the  crowd  he  offered  the  fifty 
itlars  to  any  man  who  would  attempt  the  rescue 
lithe  imperiled  ones.  But  not  a  man  stirred, 
lien  he  sent  a  little  lad  into  a  nearby  store  for  a 
li.  When  he  brought  it  out,  my  brother  tied  one 
id  of  it  around  his  waist,  and  offered  to  join  with 
ly  man  who  would  rope  himself  to  him  in  an  ef- 
H  to  rescue  the  lives  that  were  in  instant 
opardy  of  death.  Immediately  four  men  leaped 
ijhis  side.  They  roped  themselves  to  the  same 
ite  of  peril  with  himself,  and  these  five  men, 
ipking  their  way  over  the  dangerous  gorge  at 
|  imminent  hazard  of  their  own  lives,  brought 
|  safety  to  the  shore  every  man,  woman,  and 
ijild  upon  the  ice.  When  my  brother  offered 
ney,  not  a  man  stirred." 


But  when  they  saw  him  give  himself  and  saw 
e  love  for  those  imperiled,  it  drew  them  to  his 
ke  in  an  instant. 


RIDAY, 

CJNE 
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ripture  Reading- Job  30-33 

IN  THE  HAND  OF  GOD! 
When  Richard  Baxter  lay  dying,  his  friends, 
ying  his  pain,  liked  to  comfort  him  by  speak- 
of  the  good  that  he  had  achieved  by  means  of 
writings.  Baxter  shook  his  head,  "No,"  he 
jid,  "I  was  but  a  pen  in  God's  hand,  and  what 
aise  is  due  to  a  pen?" 

When  Saladin  saw  the  sword  with  which 
chard  Coeur  de  Lion  had  fought  so  bravely  he 
arveled  that  so  common  a  blade  should  have 


wrought  such  mighty  deeds.  "It  was  not  the 
sword,"  replied  one  of  the  English  officers,  "it 
was  the  arm  of  Richard." 

When  Paganini  appeared  for  the  first  time  at 
the  Royal  Opera  House  in  Paris,  the  aristocracy 
of  France  was  gathered  to  hear  him.  In  his 
peculiar  ghostly  manner  he  glided  on  to  the  stage 
amidst  the  breathless  silence  of  the  expectant 
throng.  Commencing  to  tune  his  violin,  a  string 
snapped.  The  audience  tittered.  Commencing 
again,  a  second  string  broke;  and  a  moment 
later,  a  third  gave  way.  The  people  stared  in  con- 
sternation. Paganini  paused  for  a  second,  and 
then,  giving  one  of  his  grim  smiles,  he  lifted  his 
instrument,  and,  from  the  single  string,  drew 
music  that  seemed  almost  divine. 


Only  a  pen — but  a  pen  in  the  hand  of  a  poet. 

Only  a  common  sword — but  a  sword  in  the 
hand  of  Richard! 

Only  a  broken  violin — but  a  violin  in  the  hand 
of  a  master! 


SATURDAY,  03 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Job  34-37 

NOTHING  TOO  PRECIOUS 
A  memory  of  his  American  tour  that 
lingered  in  Mr.  Taylor's  heart  with  special 
sweetness  was  an  incident  of  one  of  the  first 
farewell  meetings.  The  father  of  a  dear  girl  in 
the  party  of  missionary  recruits  had  come  over 
from  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  was  sitting 
near  the  platform.  Seeing  a  wonderful  light  on 
his  face,  Mr.  Taylor  invited  him  to  say  a  few 
words.  "He  told  us  with  a  father's  feeling,"  Mr. 
Taylor  loved  to  recall,  "what  his  daughter  had 
been  in  the  home,  to  him  and  to  her  mother;  what 
she  had  been  in  the  mission  hall  in  which  he 
worked,  and  something  of  what  it  meant  to  part 
with  her  now.  'But  I  could  only  feel,'  he  said, 
'that  I  have  nothing  too  precious  for  my  Lord 
Jesus.  He  has  asked  for  my  very  best,  and  I  give, 
with  all  my  heart,  my  very  best  to  Him.'  That 
sentence  was  the  richest  thing  I  got  in  America, 
and  has  been  an  untold  blessing  to  me  ever  since. 
The  thought  has  been  a  real  help  to  me  on  such 
occasions  as  when  leaving  my  loved  ones  in 
England." 


Indeed,  I  could  never  tell  how  many  hun- 
dreds of  times  God  has  given  me  a  blessing 
through  those  words — "Nothing  too  precious  for 
my  Lord  Jesus. " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

2.  Some  children  may  have 
problems  adjusting  to  hard 
work. 

3.  Social  staff  members  may 
lose  precious  time  that  is 
needed  in  office  and  child  care 
duties. 

4.  Utility  bills  could  go  up 
because  of  the  necessity  for  ad- 
ditional air  conditioning  while 
canning  and  cooking,  as  well  as 
operation  of  stoves. 

We  are  going  to  try  to 
alleviate  as  many  of  these 
problems  as  possible  before  the 
project  begins,  and  you  may  be 
able  to  help.  As  mentioned 
earlier,  social  staff  personnel 
will  be  "helping"  supervise 
periods  of  the  garden  work, 
along  with  Mr.  Batchelor,  so 
that  housemothers  may  be  free 
to  prepare  lunch  and  carry  on 
the  normal  cottage  duties.  Also, 
some  of  our  more  mature 
young  people  will  be  assigned 
to  assist  houseparents  in 
canning  and  freezing  the  pro- 
duce. We  certainly  do  not  plan 
to  permit  houseparents  to  stay 
in  the  kitchen  all  day  long  while 
the  children  are  enjoying 
recreation!  Perhaps  there  is  a 
way  that  you  can  help.  Maybe 
there  is  someone  within  the 
commuting  area  who  would  be 
willing  to  give  a  day— or  even  a 
week  of  their  time  this  summer 
to  help  in  the  vegetable 
preparation.  Wouldn't  it  be 
great  if  we  had  one,  two  or  even 
three  people  in  one  area  who 
could  be  assigned  to  each  cot- 
tage each  week  to  help  in  the 
harvest  canning  and  freezing? 
If  you  are  interested,  please  put 
your  name  "in  the  pot"  and 
reserve  a  day  or  a  week 
through  the  office  of  the  Direc- 
tor of  Child  Care.  Or  maybe 
someone  who  is  retired  would 
like  to  help  supervise  the  kids  in 
the  field  harvest  each  morning. 
Giving  one's  self  costs  so  little. 
Perhaps  you  can't  come  and 
participate.  You  can  support  us 
through  your  prayers  for 
wisdom  in  supervision  and  con- 
tinued faithful  giving  to  offset 
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higher  utility  bills.  Or  even  bet- 
ter, maybe  you  have  some 
ideas  about  ways  to  help.  If  you 
do,  let  us  know  .  .  .  we  want  to 
utilitize  all  of  our  human 
resources  with  which  the  Lord 
has  blessed  us.  Won't  you  let  us 
hear  from  you  soon? 

WILL  YOU  HELP? 

Summer  camp  is  right 
around  the  corner,  and  capaci- 
ty groups  are  already  being 
planned  for.  We  would  like  for 
our  children  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  and  opportunities  of 
summer  camp  also. 

WILL  YOU  HELP? 

Expenses  for  each  child  will 
be  approximately  $100.  If  you 
will  sponsor  a  child,  please  con- 
tact us  at  the  Children's  Home. 
Our  children  will  never  forget 
their  summer  camp  ex- 
periences. 

Sam  Pittman 
Director  of  Child  Care 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
Maria  graduated  from  South 
Lenoir  High  School  in  Deep 
Run,    Mount   Olive  College, 


Atlantic  Christian  College ,  M 
received  her  Master's  Deg  1 
in  music  from  East  Carol  I 
University.  'a 

She  has  served  the  church  I 
several  years  as  music  direclj 
working  with  the  adult  M 
youth  choirs.  They  can  alwj[| 
count  on  special  programs  u 
every  occasion.  Maria  is  act  < 
in  the  Woman's  Auxiliary!) 
program  chairman. 

Her  brothers,  Joe  and  fj 
Ard,  are  members  of  Christu 
Chapel  Church.  Joe  is  preser»j 
studying  at  Mount  Olive  C 
lege  for  the  ministry.  MarUJi 
married  to  Craig  Ham,  vi 
travels  with  the  Dixie  Mekj 
Boys.  She  teaches  private  pu  < 
and  voice  lessons  in  her  horj 
She  works  part-time  at  I 
Kinston  Bible  and  Bookstore  i 
Kins  ton  and  at  "This,  That  £ 
the  Other  Country  Gift  Si] 
and  Florist"  in  Pink  Hill. 

Maria  is  also  active  in  a 
iliary  and  youth  conventions 
the  district  and  state  level.  !i 
has  served  as  a  counselor  ! 
Cragmont  Assembly  j 
several  years  and  plans; 
serve  again  this  year. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  ALL  FREE  WDLL  BAPTISTS 

Dear  Friends, 

The  1983-84  church  year  will  end  on  June  30, 1984.  This  has  b^» 
an  extremely  blessed  year  for  Foreign  Missions.  We  have  s 
substantial  growth  on  each  of  our  fields  of  labor,  spiritually  a 
physically,  and  we  praise  the  Lord  for  this.  This  has  been 
greatest  year  financially  we  have  ever  had.  God  is  good!  Thank  jt 
for  obeying  the  Lord  through  joyful  giving.  This  is  encouraging, 
I  must  ask  you  to  continue  to  earnestly  pray  for  the  financial  ne<l 
of  this  program.  Contributions  are  still  below  the  budget.  I  am 
timistic,  however,  that  these  needs  are  going  to  be  met. 

I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  make  this  a  matter  of  daily  praise  1 
prayer.  We  need  to  praise  the  Lord  for  His  marvelous  provisia 
and  trust  Him  in  prayer  to  meet  all  our  needs.  HE  IS  ABLE !  Je  i 
said,  "Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  what  things  soever  ye  desire,  wis 
ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  then 
(Mark  11:24). 

When  we  pray,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  hears  and  answers  u 
prayers,  for  He  commissioned  us  to  take  the  gospel  to  all  the  woi3 
He  desires  to  provide  the  means,  but  we  must  pray. 

Thank  you  for  praying.  Your  prayers  do  make  a  difference 

Yours  in  Prayer 

Harold  Jones, 
Director- Treasm  I 
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General  Youth  Conference  II 
Cragmont  Assembly 


Sponsored  by  North  Carolina  Sunday  School  Convention 


July  16-21,  1984 


Classes  in  Music,  Old  Testament  Bible  Characters,  Parables 
Planned  Recreation— Swimming 
Hiking— Mountain  Climbing 


1  Fill  out  the  application  below  and  send  to :  Teresa  Grubbs 

Route  1,  Box  46 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557 
Phone  269-8077 

<  Include  a  non-refundable  application  fee  of  $10. 

The  balance  of  the  fees  in  the  amount  of  $65  will  be  due  June  30,  1984  (total  cost— $75).  Campers 
(may  want  to  bring  spending  money  for  snacks,  souvenirs,  etc. 

Application  Form 

General  Youth  Conference  II  July  16-21 , 1984 

i  Name :   

Parent  or  Guardian  Signature :   

\  Mailing  Address :   


Phone  Number :  Age : 

Name  of  Church:   


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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FIRST  ANNUAL 


Saturday,  June  16, 1984 

College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 

7:30  p.m 

—Featuring- 


^  ^  ifc'.-.sts,  jiis^islsib!!';:  iT -ci- rm  (Ei&  Free  Will 
^  ^  Baptist  Press,  Box  158,  Ayden,  NC 
N   f  28513;  telephone,  919/746-6128. 


$5  in  Advance 


>  A 

$7.50  at  the  Door     ^  £ 

Special  Bus  Load  Price:  $1  off  ticket  ^  ^ 

price  (with  15  or  more  in  load)  ^  * 

Senior  Citizens  (65  and  older):  Free!   ^  ^ 


Sponsored  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc 
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Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ: 

As  I  am  sure  you  know  by  now,  the  Free  Will  Bapth 
Press  Foundation,  Inc.  has  closed  two  of 
bookstores,  Whiteville  and  Smithfield. 

We  not  only  lost  two  of  our  stores,  but  in  doing  so,  w 
lost  several  very  competent  and  trustworth 
employees  who  worked  in  these  stores. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  publicall1 
thank  Dola  Dudley,  manager  of  the  Smithfield  Store1 
and  Mary  Gore,  Whiteville  Store  Manager,  for  thj 
many  hours  they  worked  trying  to  insure  the  future  d 
each  store.  These  two  ladies,  in  my  estimation,  did  ai 
excellent  job  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Founds 
tion,  Inc.  during  their  employment. 

These  stores  had  many  other  employees  during  thj 
years  of  their  operation.  To  all  of  them  I  say,  "Tham 
You!" 


I  ask  that  each  Free  Will  Baptist  remember  these  pec1 
pie  in  their  prayers  and  thoughts  because  each  hal 
truly  been  an  asset  to  our  denominational  endeavors 


Again,  "Thank  you  and  may  God  bless  each  of  you! 
In  His  service, 


R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 
Executive  Director 
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HAPPINESS  AND 
ITS  PURSUIT 


by  James  R.  Newby 


One  year  ago  this  author  discussed  some  of 
explicit  moral  dangers  in  our  civilization, 
luded  among  the  dangers  cited  were  ex- 
sive  greed,  thievery,  and  the  growing  use  of 
ibit  drugs.  These  are  easy  targets  for  attack, 
Ice  most  people  readily  agree  on  the  dangers 
l[t  these  moral  problems  impose  upon  us  all. 
Rat  are  more  difficult  to  discern,  however, 
it  which  should  be  of  equal  concern  to  all 
nmitted  Christians,  are  the  implicit  moral 
iJblems  which  are  gnawing  at  our  society. 
!  We  learn  something  of  importance  when  we 
ilize  that  it  is  unspoken  premises  that  direct 
I  course  of  any  civilization.  The  ideas  which 
e  not  even  argued  are  the  building  blocks  of 
;iety.  One  of  these  accepted  ideas  has  been 
t  guarantee  in  the  American  Declaration  of 
dependence  of  the  "pursuit  of  happiness."  It 
unfortunate  that  Thomas  Jefferson  chose  the 
ird  "happiness"  as  a  description  of  one  of  our 
lalienable  rights."  The  reason  it  is  unfor- 
late  is  that  there  are  many  decadent  ways  in 
lich  "happiness"  can  be  defined  and  pursued, 
though  we  do  not  know  exactly  what  Jeffer- 
ri  meant  by  "happiness,"  he  most  surely  did 
t  mean  the  shallow  permissiveness  which  is 
prevalent  today.  Since  this  right  is 
aranteed,  it  is  important  to  understand  the 
cesses  which  can  come  when  happiness  is 
rsued  without  the  accompanying  moral 
feguard  of  responsibility.  One  such  excess  is 
the  whole  area  of  material  gratification. 

Oscar  Wilde  once  said  that  people  do  not 
lue  sunsets  because  they  cannot  pay  for 
em.  Although  Wilde  is  too  cynical  for  most 
iristians,  he  expresses  in  a  simple  way  one  of 
e  difficulties  of  the  commercial  culture  in 


which  we  live.  America  is  a  materialistic  socie- 
ty, and  probably  the  most  materialistic  in  the 
world.  Our  economy  is  based  upon  our  desires 
finding  expression  in  the  purchase  of  products. 
The  tremendous  growth  in  materialism  came 
to  America  following  World  War  II,  when 
economists  combined  a  feeling  of  euphoria  over 
the  war's  end,  with  concern  about  the  closing  of 
war  factories  and  the  employment  of  soldiers 
who  would  be  returning  home.  It  was  no  secret 
that  the  war  had  brought  a  speedy  end  to  the 
Depression.  But  what  was  going  to  happen 
now?  Somehow  the  energy  which  expanded  the 
economy  for  war  needed  to  be  redirected  when 
the  war  was  over.  But  how? 

Immediately  following  the  war  the  pursuit 
of  happiness  was  identified  with  consumption. 
From  1946-1970  the  greatest  economic  growth 
rate  in  this  nation's  history  catapulted  America 
into  the  world's  premier  consumer  culture.  The 
rationing  of  the  war  years  ended,  and  was 
replaced  with  the  unwritten  adage,  "Buy  for  a 
better  America."  We  did. 

The  seductions  of  the  system  which  feed 
the  lure  of  materialism,  and  in  turn,  fuel  our 
current  understanding  of  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, are  many.  The  prime  tool  of  seduction, 
however,  is  the  credit  card.  When  used  respon- 
sibly it  is  a  wonderful  device  which  saves  the 
consumer  from  the  danger  of  carrying  too 
much  cash.  It  is  convenient  to  use  and  is  easy 
to  carry.  But  the  very  reasons  which  make  it 
attractive  are  also  the  reasons  why  persons 
who  use  credit  cards  should  be  careful.  Cards 
can  be  so  easy  to  use  that  indebtedness  can 
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come  quickly  and  without  pain— at  least  until 
the  little  envelope  with  the  window  arrives,  and 
the  payment  is  expected 

The  idea  of  "plastic  money"  in  our  society 
has  isolated  the  buyer  from  the  reality  of  the 
purchase.  With  the  use  of  cash  the  fact  that  an 
item  costs  so  many  dollars  is  real.  The  money 
leaves  the  wallet  or  purse  and  is  placed  in  the 
hand  of  the  store  clerk.  But  the  credit  card 
shields  the  consumer  from  this  transaction, 
thus  avoiding  the  unpleasantness  of  having  to 
part  with  the  actual  dollars. 

Another  basic  seduction  of  the  system  is 
the  use  of  advertising  in  the  selling  of  con- 
sumer products.  Advertising  is  the  vehicle  used 
to  awaken  the  desire,  luring  us  through  the 
television  and  other  media  to  buy  a  product; 
then  the  improved  product;  then  the  new  and 
improved  product— attaching  our  desires  to  a 
treadmill  of  consumption.  With  an  increasing 
religious  fervor,  we  are  bombarded  daily  with 
the  command  to  buy.  As  Jim  Wallis  perceptive- 
ly points  out  in  his  book,  Call  to  Conversion, 
"The  constant  barrage  of  commercials  .  .  . 
sounds  increasingly  theological:  'K-Mart  is 
your  saving  place,'  'Keep  that  great  G.M.  feel- 
ing,' 'The  spirit  of  Marlboro,'  'The  good  news 
of  home  heating,'  'G.E.,  we  bring  good  things 
to  life.'  "  The  lure  of  materialism  has  taken  on 
a  faith-like  quality  that  advertisers  exploit  to 
the  maximum  benefit. 

Our  society  defines  upward  mobility  in 
terms  of  bigger  and  better  material  items. 
What  we  own  becomes  a  reflection  on  us  as 
persons.  This  is  what  advertising  has  been  able 
to  drill  into  our  minds.  To  the  advertising  in- 
dustry we  are  consumption  machines.  We  exist 
in  order  to  buy— "I  buy,  therefore  I  am." 

Another  aspect  of  our  implicit  moral  prob- 
lem, which  is  closely  associated  with  the 
growth  of  materialism,  is  the  American  search 
for  comfort.  According  to  a  Leisure  Specialist 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  (it  is  an  in- 
sight into  our  current  situation  to  learn  that 
there  is  even  a  demand  for  such  a  specialist), 
"Leisure  has  gone  from  something  earned  after 
toil  or  reserved  for  the  privileged  few  to 
something  that  is  as  important  or  even  more 
important  than  work"  (U.S.  News  and  World 
Report,  August  10,  1981).  Statistics  confirm  this 
specialist's  findings.  In  1981,  $244  billion  dollars 
were  spent  on  sports,  recreation  and  entertain- 
ment. From  1965-1981,  in  real  terms  after  infla- 
tion, the  leisure  dollar  increased  a  whopping 
47%. 

A  good  example  of  the  growing  comfort 
mania  and  pursuit  of  material  happiness  can 
be  found  in  a  news  magazine's  report  about  a 
man  in  Virginia.  His  home  contains  a  media 
center  with  color  T.V.,  stereo,  video  cassette 
recorder  and  a  monitoring  system  for  home 


security.  Elsewhere  in  the  home  are  five  otto 
T.V.  sets,  a  pool,  and  a  Jacuzzi.  When  he  g*f 
tired  of  Virginia,  this  man  can  shift  to  his  &  n 
mer  house  on  Maryland's  Eastern  Shore,  vm 
there  is  a  spa  and  an  "environmental  cental 
that  bathes  the  occupant  in  simulated  rain,  I 
cooling  winds  or  desert  warmth  and  sun. 

The  worst  form  of  permissiveness  is  sell 
permissiveness.  Being  tolerant  of  the  action  I 
oneself.  In  the  words  of  Alexis  de  Tocquevill 
"To  concentrate  every  man's  attention  upon 
himself  .  .  .  lays  open  the  soul  to  an  inordinj 
love  of  material  gratification."  The  comfort 
blatantly  pursued  by  the  man  described  in  t| 
preceding  paragraph  is  an  extreme  case  of  I 
centrating  "attention  upon  himself."  But  it  I 
does  raise  serious  moral  questions  for  all  of 
who  have  the  potential,  if  given  the  same 
material  resources,  to  chase  after  comfort  \ 
an  equal  amount  of  vigor.  As  Christians  we 
have  to  ask  if  such  luxury  can  be  condoned, 
especially  since  we  claim  to  be  disciples  of  <i 
who  had  no  place  to  lay  His  head.  Christ  did 
not  call  us  to  be  comfortable.  He  called  us  t< 
committed  to  Him. 

The  lure  of  materialism,  coupled  with  tr 
search  for  comfort  are  both  unspoken  premis 
within  our  society.  But  the  values  of  basic 
Christianity  challenge  their  assumptions.  Tr 
emphasis  here  is  upon  basic,  because  in  eve/ 
generation  a  cultural  Christianity  has  ariser 
side  by  side  with  the  accepted  values  of  soci: 
at  large.  Today,  as  in  other  periods  throughd 
the  history  of  Western  Civilization,  the  basic, 
tenets  of  Jesus'  radical  message  are  being  ; 
doused  to  a  faint  ember  amidst  a  fire  storm  I 
cultural  Christianity.  A  worldly  conformist  j 
mentality,  which  rejects  the  explicit  problen 
of  our  moral  crisis— drugs,  theft  and  violenc 
silently  accepts  the  more  implicit  problems, 
like  the  lure  of  materialism  and  the  search  f 
comfort. 

This  article  is  not  a  call  to  live  separate! 
from  the  attractions  of  a  physical  world,  nor 
it  an  attempt  to  induce  guilt  over  the  creatui 
ly  comforts  we  all  possess.  All  people  have 
physical  needs  because  we  live  in  a  material 
world.  We  do,  however,  need  to  become  mor 
aware  of  the  spiritual  dangers  within  the  bas 
premises  our  culture  takes  for  granted.  Chri 
tians  need  a  new  commitment  to  discipline 
which  will  help  them  mold  society,  rather  th 
merely  to  conform  to  society's  mood,  momei 
by  fleeting  moment.  The  question  that  is  yet 
be  answered  is  whether  a  society  so  fully  givi 
to  the  pursuit  of  happiness  via  material 
gratification  and  the  search  for  comfort,  is 
capable  of  making  the  necessary  spiritual  ef 
fort  to  keep  it  from  slipping  into  a  new  dark 
age. 

(—from  Quarterly  Yoke  Letter,  March,  1 
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PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH  PRESENTS  BIBLES 


'  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  presents  Bibles  to  its  children  who 
jve  completed  the  first  grade  and  to  its  high  school  graduates.  They  did  not  have 
|y  graduates  from  high  school  this  year,  but  Bibles  were  presented  June  3  to  the 
1st  graders  of  the  church,  Ginger  Moore,  Cori  Bunn  and  Cresent  Grady. 


No  newcomer  to  the  music 
scene,  Ward's  career  continues 
to  rise  in  popularity  each  year 
and  with  each  new  project. 
Also,  Ward  songs  have  been 
recorded  by  such  fellow  artists 
as  The  Imperials,  Marty  Mc- 
Call,  Pat  Boone,  Truth,  Kathy 
Trocolli,  Leslie  Phillips,  and 
the  tune  "Make  a  Joyful  Noise" 
was  used  by  PBS-TV  as  the 
theme  song  for  an  award- 
winning  musical  by  the  same 
title  in  1981. 

The  talent  and  the  musical 
diversity  of  a  James  Ward  con- 
cert have  become  a  special 
event  for  thousands  interna- 
tionally (James  has  toured 
Canada  and  Australia  exten- 
sively, and  this  summer  will 
visit  Europe).  Ward's  brilliant 
keyboard  work  and  stellar 
vocal  performance  have 
earned  him  the  unfailing  in- 
terest and  respect  by  his  peers 
and  audiences  of  all  ages  and 
longings. 


James  Ward 


James  Ward 


James  Ward  will  appear  in 
)ncert  on  Thursday  evening, 
ily  5,  at  Cragmont  Assembly, 
he  concert  is  part  of  the  ac- 
uities planned  for  Youth  Fron- 
jer  Conference/YFA  Week. 
jHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Enthusiasm  for  Ward's  gift 
as  a  contemporary  composer  is 
evidenced  by  the  recent  release 
of  two  musicals,  "Maggie's 
Song"  and  "Journey."  Seven 
choral  works  were  also  re- 
leased in  1983.  The  musical 
"Joshua— Promised  Land"  will 
be  completed  by  the  fall  of  1984 
and  the  Christmas  cantata 
"Mary's  Song"  will  also  be 
published  for  popular  use. 

Ward's  talent  and  longevity 
find  him  often  on  college  cam- 
puses as  lecturer  and  seminar 
leader  for  sponsoring  music 
and  art  departments.  Covenant 
College,  in  Lookout  Mountain, 
Tennessee,  chose  James  Ward 
as  their  "Alumnus  of  the  Year" 
in  1983. 

Young  people  interested  in 
this  encampment  should  con- 
tact Scott  or  Janie  Sowers: 
Route  1,  Box  106-B,  Farm- 
ville,  North  Carolina  27828; 
telephone  753-4260. 


Mothers  Honored 


Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge, 
North  Carolina,  honored  its  oldest  and 
youngest  mothers  on  Mother's  Day. 
Shown  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ronnie 
Parker,  are  Mrs.  Bertha  Thompson,  89, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Edens,  20. 

Evangelism  Explosion 
IH  International 
Training  Opportunities 

Evangelism  Explosion  was 
founded  by  Dr.  D.  James  Ken- 
nedy, pastor  of  Coral  Ridge 
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Presbyterian  Church,  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida,  to  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  effective  programs 
of  training  of  evangelism  for 
ministers  and  lay  persons  in  the 
church  today. 

The  Clinic  Experience 

A  clinic  consists  of  lectures, 
discussions,  demonstrations, 
and  something  called  on-the- 
job  training.  Dr.  Kennedy 
believes  that  evangelism  is 
"more  caught  than  taught." 
Just  as  ground  school  classes 
are  not  enough  to  produce  an 
airline  pilot,  neither  are 
witnessing  classes  enough  to 
equip  a  soul  winner. 

Consequently,  each  clinician 
sees  the  gospel  presented  in 
real  life  situations  during  three 
evenings  of  on-the-job  training. 
Going  on  actual  calls  with  ex- 
perienced EE  trainers,  the 
clinician  first  sees  the  gospel 
presented  and  finally  shares 
the  presentation  himself.  In  no 
way  can  printed  or  visually 
recorded  materials  convey  the 
dynamics  of  this  crucial  facet 
of  EE  training. 

The  Total  Picture 

A  clinic  is  a  six-day  event 
beginning  with  registration  at 
10:30  p.m.  on  Friday  and  con- 
cluding at  midnight  Wednesday 
evening.  It  is  essential  that  the 
clinician  complete  the  entire 
schedule,  including  Sunday 
worship  services  at  the  host 
church.  If  you  cannot  be 
present  throughout  the  entire 
clinic,  you  should  not  register. 

Clinic  Tuition 

The  cost  is  $295  per  person. 
This  covers  materials,  instruc- 
tion and  the  expense  of  evening 
meals.  Lunch  will  be  at  one's 
own  expense  at  a  local 
restaurant.  A  registration 
deposit  of  $95  is  required  and  is 
not  refundable.  The  balance  of 
each  person's  tuition  is  payable 
on  arrival  at  the  host  church. 

Housing  Accommodations 

Lodging  will  be  arranged  by 
the  local  church  in  the  homes  of 
members  and  EE  participants. 
Most  clinicians  choose  to  stay 


in  the  homes  of  members,  but  it 
should  be  noted  that  this  ser- 
vice is  provided  on  a  first- 
come,  first-serve  basis,  so  it  is 
important  to  get  your  applica- 
tion in  as  early  as  possible. 
They  are  usually  full  by 
September  1.  Should  one  desire 
local  hotel  accommodations, 
additional  information  re- 
garding recommended  estab- 
lishments will  be  provided 
following  your  confirmation  of 
a  particular  clinic. 


Registration  Information 

The  Rev.  Ray  Williamson 
will  be  taking  a  group  of 
ministers  to  participate  in  this 
program  October  19-24,  1984,  at 
Manassas,  Virginia.  Interested 
persons  may  contact  him  for 
further  details.  His  address  is 
Route  6,  Box  147- A,  Greenville, 
North  Carolina  27834;  tele- 
phone 758-4356. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Ray  Har- 
rison will  be  taking  a  group  to 
Coral  Ridge  Presbyterian 
Church,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Florida,  November  9-14,  1984. 
He  can  be  contacted  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365  ;  or  phone 
658-2502  (658-9363,  home).  The 
members  of  each  local  church 
are  urged  to  underwrite  their 
pastor's  expense  for  this  pro- 
gram. 

For  further  information  and 
application,  please  contact  the 
Revs.  Ray  Williamson  or  Frank 
R.  Harrison  at  the  above  ad- 
dresses or  telephone  numbers. 


REMINDER  FOR 
CRAGMONT  MINI 
CONFERENCE 
July  26-29 
Please  send  a  registra- 
tion fee  of  $5  to  Mrs.  Alice 
Barrow,  Route  2,  Box  375, 
Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina 
28580.  Also  let  her  know 
the  date  and  time  you  ex- 
pect to  arrive. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS i 

The  Rev.  Julius  G.  Mas| 
has  a  change  of  adding 
Anyone  may  contact  himir 
writing  Route  3,  Box  428,  Sig 
Hill,  North  Carolina  28! I 
phone  747-3206  after  7  p.m.  I 


COMING  EVENTS 
June — Entire   Month  Del 
nated  by  the  State  Con  l 
tion  as  Cragmont  Assenl 
Month 

June  23— Western  Youth  (I 

vention,  7:30  p.m. 
June    25-29— Youth  Call 

Camp  Vandemere 
June   25-30— Christian  CjI 

Conference  at  Cragmont  I 
June   29— Free   Will  Bad 

Press  and  Bookstores  Ck" 

for  Inventory 
July — Entire   Month  De!.| 

nated  by  the  State  Con's 

tion  as  Christian  Educai 

Month 

July  2-6— Youth  Camp,  Cm 
Vandemere 

July  2-7— Youth  Frontier  Or 
ference  (YFA)  at  Cragm^ 

July  k — Independence  Day 

July  k— Free  Will  Baptist  Pp 
and  Bookstores  Closed  \ 

July  7,  8— Homecoming  W<! 
end  for  the  Alumni  of  jl 
Free  Will  Baptist  Childrji 
Home  on  the  Home's  camji 
The  Annual  Alumni  Assoi 
tion  meeting  will  take  p| 
on  Sunday,  July  8.  For  dettl 
contact  Mickey  Newts 
Route  1,  Box  249-C,  Fail 
ville,  North  Carolina  2|J 
(919)  753-5001. 

July  7— Cape  Fear  Youth  <j« 
vention,  7:30  p.m. 

July  9-13— Youth  Camp,  Csie 
Vandemere 

July  9-llf— Youth  Frontier  (I 
ference  (AFC)  at  Cragmdl 

July  9— Central  Ordairm 
Council,  10:00  a.m.,  Gn« 
ville,  First  Church 
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How  can  a  loss  be  counted  as 
i  win?  When  may  a  decrease 
{ecome  a  gain?  At  first  glance, 
.lis  may  seem  to  be  a  paradox, 
ut  the  principle  is  as  old  as  the 
criptures.  Remember  the 
lords,  "Those  things  I  count 
>st,  I  count  them  as  gained  for 
ftirist"  (paraphrased).  Child 
are  is  based  upon  a  similar 
rinciple.  We  are  in  the 
usiness  of  working  ourselves 
ut  of  business!  How  can  that 
e?  I'll  explain. 

1  One  might  call  our  Children's 
lome  a  "mending  center"  or 
ferhaps  a  "rehabilitation  faci- 
jty";  a  "family  physician," 
ne  might  say.  We  are  here  for 
he  sole  purpose  of  rehabili- 
ating  family  relationships ; 
estoring  family  trusts;  re- 
stablishing  lines  of  family 
ommunication ;  rejuvenating 
amily  emotional,  financial, 
tnd  spiritual  stability.  In  short, 
tre  are  looking  toward  the  total 
eunion  of  every  child  on  this 
ampus  with  his  or  her  family, 
teunion,  however,  is  more  than 
i  correction  of  a  child's 
iroblems.  In  fact,  more  often 
han  not,  the  "correction  fac- 
or"  is  geared  toward  the 
•arent  rather  than  the  child, 
dost  (not  all)  children  who  are 
idmitted   to   the  Children's 


LOSING  IS  WINNING 


Home  are  here  because  of  an 
unstable  domestic  cir- 
cumstance (home  situation). 
Can  the  child  be  fully  blamed 
for  such  a  responsibility?  Cer- 
tainly not!  Thus  a  major  part  of 
our  ministry  is  "Family 
Clarification."  It  is  a  two-way 
street.  We  deal  with  the  child's 
needs  on  this  end,  and  the  fami- 
ly's needs  on  the  other  end. 
Then  we  strive  to  construct  a 
sturdy  bridge  made  of  trust, 
relationships,  communications, 
and  stability  to  eventually 
bring  the  two  ends  to  a  compati- 
ble union,  of  the  family  unit. 
How  Christian  can  you  get? 
Isn't  that  exactly  what  God  is 
striving  to  do  in  His  relation- 
ship with  man;  that  is,  lead 
man  to  that  everlasting  bridge 
made  of  splinters,  thorns  and 
iron  spikes  (the  Cross)  in  order 
to  ford  the  great  gulf  of  sin  that 
has  separated  man  from  God 
from  the  very  beginning?  Re- 
union is  a  heartstring  of  Chris- 
tianity; and  it  is  altogether  fit- 
ting that  this  Child  Care 
Ministry  be  much  the  same. 
Thus,  in  reunion  there  is 
loss— loss  in  the  number  of 
children  in  our  care.  What  a 
GLORIOUS  LOSS! 

We  experienced  this  great 
loss  during  the  week  of  June  8, 


Children's  Home 


the  last  week  of  school.  Nine 
children  were  discharged— 
reunited  with  their  families. 
Two  of  these  nine  have  already 
gone,  and  the  future  of  their 
relationship  looks  very  prom- 
ising. Four  of  these  nine  will  be 
leaving  on  a  six- weeks'  trial 
basis,  with  our  hopes  and 
prayers  that  the  tenderness  of 
the  family  will  be  strengthened 
to  the  point  that  full  reunion 
will  be  possible.  The  remaining 
three  are  anticipating  a  total 
reunion  with  their  family. 

What,  then,  does  this  imply? 
It  says  simply  that  we  are 
fulfilling  the  real  ministry  of 
the  Children's  Home.  It  says 
that  the  "success"  of  the 
Children's  Home  cannot  be 
evaluated  in  terms  of  great 
numbers.  It  says  that  "losing  is 
winning!"  One  thing  more, 
however,  must  be  said.  There  is 
not  much  chance  that  we  will  go 
out  of  business,  considering  the 
state  of  the  family  unit  in  our 
society.  We  have  enough  in- 
quiries for  admission  presently 
in  our  files  to  over-replace  the 
success  stories  and  the 
"losses."  So  the  cycle  goes  on; 
and  we're  still  trying  to 
"LOSE"  in  order  to  win! 
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Foreign  Missions 


THE  NEED 

As  I  submit  this  significant  issue  of  interest 
I  have  visited  most  of  our  schools  and  con- 
gregations, travelling  about  3,000  miles 
throughout  the  field  of  our  work.  The  desperate 
need  of  these  times  is  to  bear  the  cross  of  suf- 
fering in  the  cause  of  humanity.  While  pro- 
claiming good  news  to  the  poor  it  is  essential 
that  we  share  their  grief,  frustration  and 
agony.  This  would  make  the  good  news  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  relevant  and  acceptable ;  the 
assurance  and  guarantee  of  caring  and  sharing 
would  bring  great  impact  upon  those  with 
whom  we  come  in  contact. 

It  is  felt  that  the  task  of  the  church  is  also 
to  assist  people  in  reaching  their  human 
destiny,  which  depends  upon  social,  economic, 
cultural  and  political  factors.  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  set  an  example  and  is  calling  upon 
us  to  follow  Him.  The  mission  help  in  providing 
some  basic  needs  such  as  pumps,  bicycles  and 
assistance  to  people  in  the  projects  which  may 
have  longer  effects  in  their  subsistence  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

There  are  various  church  denominations  in 
India  which  are  already  involved  in  such 
projects  and  seem  to  be  effective.  We  expect  as 
we  work  with  the  most  down-trodden  in  the 
pathetic  situation  in  the  most  rural  areas  in  the 
country  that  we  shall  uphold  the  "sharing  and 
caring' '  program  from  now  on  depending  upon 
our  ability. 

Dr.  E.  M.Lall 
India 

Shown  on  this  page  are  various  means  of  transportation 
Dr.  hall  uses  to  visit  our  churches  and  schools  in  India. 


Dr.  hall,  Pramod,  Dr.  Ram  Charan,  Dr.  Kishan  Lae  are 
shown  on  bicycles. 


THE  HOUR 


/ 


Horse  and  cart 


On  bullock  cart 


Dr.  Lall  has  had  to  travel  by  various  means  to  meet  c< 
gregations  by  bullock  cart,  horse  cart,  foot  crossing  rivers 
cut  journeys  short.  Many  rivers  in  rural  areas  have 
bridges. 
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Home  Missions 


WHY  SUPPORT 
j     HOME  MISSIONS? 

Nhy  should  we  support  Home 
U  ssions?  That  is  a  question 
tit  I  am  sure  many  of  our  lay 
pople  and  ministers  have 
aked  themselves  more  than 
cce  over  the  past  ten  years.  I 
iiiuld  like  to  try  to  answer  that 
cestion  and  perhaps  help 
(iginal  Free  Will  Baptists  bet- 
t"  understand  Home  Missions. 

We,  as  Free  Will  Baptists, 
sould  support  Home  Missions 

cause  it  is  a  direct  command 
cour  Lord.  He  said,  "You  shall 
tj  my  witnesses,  in  Judea; 
£maria;  and  the  uttermost 
j  rts  of  the  world."  This  verse 
c  Scripture  has  become  the 
liversal  theme  of  missions, 
Ith  Home  and  Foreign,  for 
i  any  years.  In  1973,  the  State 
(invention  of  Original  Free 
I  ill  Baptists  elected  a  group  of 
i  en  to  form  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension 
ad  in  its  charter,  the  Home 
Issions  Board  was  given  the 
ilthority  to  start  missions  in 
forth  Carolina  (Judea)  and  the 
mntinental  United  States 
amaria).  We,  as  a  board, 
ive  worked  diligently  to  fulfill 
e  command  of  our  Lord  and 
e  wishes  of  the  State  Conven- 
>n.  Our  record  is  not  perfect, 
it  considering  that  in  the  past 

years  72%  of  our  missions 
ive  been  organized  or  are  still 
issions  working  toward 
•ganization,  we  can  say  we 
ive  made  progress.  Those 
iw  churches  and  missions 
ive  provided  a  place  of  wor- 
lip  for  nearly  600  people, 
tany  of  whom  are  attending 
lurch  for  the  first  time. 
We  should  support  Home  Mis- 
ons  because  the  future 
rowth  of  our  denomination 
spends  on  a  strong  mission 
id  evangelism  program, 
atistics  taken  from  our  year- 
)oks  clearly  show  that  over 
ie  past  five  (5)  years  our 
momination  has  not  grown 
id  in  some  instances  we  have 
iclined.  The  growth  that  has 


been  experienced  has  come  in 
part  from  the  new  missions  that 
were  started  and  the  churches 
that  have  been  organized.  It  is 
imperative  that  we  as  Free  Will 
Baptists  have  a  vision  of  the 
future  that  includes  a  strong 
evangelistic  and  witnessing 
church.  The  Scriptures  tell  us, 
"Where  there  is  no  vision  the 
people  perish." 

We,  as  Free  Will  Baptists, 
are  not  a  visionless  people.  We 
had  a  vision  of  homeless 
children  and  provided  a  Chil- 
dren's Home.  We  had  a  vision 
of  people  in  foreign  lands 
hungry  for  the  gospel  and  we 
sent  foreign  missionaries  to 
help  them.  We  had  a  vision  of 
Christian  higher  education  and 
we  have  built  an  outstanding 
Christian  college.  We  had  a  vi- 
sion of  Christian  youth  camps 
and  we  built  Cragmont.  It  is 
time  now  that  we  have  a  vision 
of  people  in  our  backyard,  in 
our  state,  in  our  nation,  who  are 
in  need  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  need  NOW  to  begin 
to  spread  the  word  at  HOME. 

Finally,  we  should  support 
Home  Missions  because  our 
people,  both  laity  and  clergy 
are  in  need  of  training  in  the 
areas  of  witnessing,  evan- 
gelism, and  church  growth. 
Over  the  past  three  (3) 
years,  your  Home  Missions 
Board  has  sponsored  seminars 
on  church  growth,  witnessing, 
and  evangelism.  These  pro- 
grams have  been  very  helpful 
and  informative,  but  the  prob- 
lem has  been  a  lack  of  par- 
ticipation on  the  part  of  our  lai- 
ty and  clergy.  We  all  can  learn 
something  from  each  other; 
there  is  not  a  single  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister  or  layman  who 
has  all  the  answers  con- 
cerning church  growth  and 
evangelism.  We  all  need  to 
study  the  ideas  and  then  put 
them  into  practice,  but  until  we 
can  get  our  priorities  in  order,  I 
am  afraid  our  seminars  will 
continue  to  be  poorly  attended. 


In  closing  let  me  say  this; 
We,  as  a  Home  Missions  Board, 
are  trying  to  spread  the  Word  of 
God,  train  our  ministers  in 
evangelism,  and  build  new  mis- 
sions all  for  the  glory  of  God, 
but  a  five-man  Home  Missions 
Board  and  one  director  cannot 
do  it  alone.  Will  you  help  us? 
Will  your  church  help  us? 

An  artist  was  asked  to  draw  a 
picture  of  a  dead  church.  When 
the  picture  was  finished,  he  had 
not  drawn  a  run-down  little 
church  with  broken  windows  and 
dusty  pews.  He  had  drawn  a 
beautiful  church  with  a  large 
vestibule  and  over  in  the  corner 
was  a  Box  marked  Home  Mis- 
sions covered  with  spiderwebs. 

Submitted  by  Ray  Wells 
Chairman,  North  Carolina  Board 
of  Home  Missions  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitohell 

Part  VH:  Nurturing  Through 
Encouraging  Periods  of  Rest 

Encouraging  teachers  to  take 
some  time  off  for  rest  and 
renewal  is  another  important 
way  we  can  help  nurture  them 
and  keep  their  motivation  high. 
Teachers  need  a  break  from  the 
continual  preparing  and 
teaching  week  after  week.  A 
tired  teacher  cannot  be  a  highly 
motivated  teacher!  Teachers 
need  to  know  that  there  will  be 
opportunities  for  rest  and 
renewal.  One  of  the  reasons 
some  persons  refuse  to  serve  as 
teachers  is  because  they  are 
given  the  impression  that  it  will 
be  a  life  sentence!  "Boy,  if  you 
let  them  talk  you  into  teaching, 
you'll  be  stuck  there  for  thirty 
years! " 

Let  me  suggest  some  prac- 
tical things  you  can  do  to  help 
teachers  get  the  rest  and 
renewal  they  need. 

First,  when  they  are  enlisted, 
be  sure  to  tell  them  that  they 
are  being  asked  to  serve  for  one 
year.  Let  them  know  that  after 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Mount  Olive  College 


FOLDING  TABLES  NEEDED  FOR  COLLEGE  HALL 


In  order  to  properly  equip  College  Hall  for  church-related  con- 
ventions, twenty-five  folding  tables  are  needed.  These  tables  will  be 
used  for  registration,  displays  for  denominational  enterprises  and 
committee  meetings  in  seminar  rooms.  Each  table  will  cost  $70. 

Individuals,  Sunday  school  classes,  layman's  leagues, 
denominational  enterprises,  woman's  auxiliaries  and  other  church 
groups  are  invited  to  sponsor  a  table  in  their  own  name  or  in  honor 
of  or  memory  of  a  person  of  their  choosing. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College  and 
marked,  "Table  for  College  Hall." 


Donor . 


.Church. 


Address 
City  


State 


Zip 


In  Honor/Memory  of 


MEMBERS  OF  PLNEY  GROVE  CHURCH  TOUR  CAMPUS 


The  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Barrow,  pastor,  and  members  of  Piney 
Grove  Church,  Duplin  County,  pause  by  College  Hall  during  a  re- 
cent Sunday  visit  to  Mount  Olive  College. 

10 


The  group  had  lunch  in  |e 
college  cafeteria  and  was  gi^ji 
a  tour  of  the  campus  by  Dr 
Thomas  Johnson,  vice  prej. 
dent  for  student  affairs. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  ai 
Angela  Davis,  Peggy  Tyndi 
Cathy  Tyndall,  Mrs.  Peg;y 
Davis,  Beth  Davis,  M] 
Piney  Mae  Hill,  Mrs.  Ha: 
Tyndall,  Judy  Tyndall  (Moit 
Olive  College  student),  Ju 
Hill,  Mrs.  Mattie  Newsc 
Tanya  Newson,  Frank^ 
Davis,  Willie  Newson,  the  R(j 
N.  Bruce  Barrow,  Amos  Dav 

Not  pictured  were  Mi 
Bruce  Barrow,  a  member  of  t 
College  Board  of  Trustees,  I 
and  Mrs.  William  Carter,  Be 
by  Tyndall,  Mrs.  Virgimi 
Price,  Mrs.  Irene  Kornega 
Benny  Davis  and  Mrs.  Cai| 
Davis. 

Church  groups  who  wou 
like  to  tour  the  campus,  plea 
contact:  Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackis, 
Assistant  in  Developmer, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Moil 
Olive,  North  Carolina  2836 
telephone  (919)  658-2502. 


MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 
ATMOC 

The  Annual  Ministers' 
stitute  will  be  held  at  Mo 
Olive   College,   August  6, 
beginning  each  day  at  9 
a.m.,  Room  115  of  the  Hend 
son  Building.  The  theme  of 
program  is  "The  Person  a 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  I 
Bill  Bright' s  book,  The  Hi 
Spirit  .  .  .  The  Key  to  Sup 
natural   Living,    is  reco: 
mended    reading    for  a 
ministers  in  preparation  for  1 1 
institute.  The  book  may  be  pv 
chased  through  the  Free  Wj! 
Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  and  tl 
Mount  Olive  College  Bookstoii 

Speakers  include  Dr.  Rob]! 
H.    Culpepper,  professor 
Theology,  Southeastern  Bapl 


Theological   Seminary;  I 
Michael  Pelt,  chairman  of 
Humanities   Division,  Moi 
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Rye  College;  the  Rev.  Howard  Starling,  pastor  of  Otway  Church, 
laufort;  and  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  pastor  Marsh  Swamp  Church, 
jms. 

1  A  picnic  will  be  held  in  the  afternoon  on  August  6,  at  5  p.m.  and 
{worship  service  at  7  p.m.  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 

All  ministers  and  their  wives  are  invited  to  attend  the  institute. 
If  more  information,  contact:  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Director  of 
jbnominational  Services,  Henderson  Building,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
fe,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365;  telephone  (919)  658-2502. 

L  i 

Employment  Vacancy  Announcement 

Position:  Women's  Residence  Hall  Director 
Position  Available:  August  15,  1984 

Duties:  The  Women's  Residence  Hall  Director  is  responsible 
for  supervising  approximately  150  resident  students.  Re- 
sponsibilities include  counseling,  advising,  training  of 
Student  Assistants  and  programming  within  the  residence 
hall.  This  is  a  live-in  position. 

Qualifications:  Bachelor's  Degree  required  and  some  resident 
hall  experience  preferred. 

[Salary:  Based  on  qualifications  and  experience 

! Application  Deadline:  Letters  of  Application,  Resume  and 
khree  letters  of  reference  must  be  sent  by  July  5  to:  Dr.  J. 
Thomas  Johnson,  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  Mount 
I  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 


GEORGIA-PACIFIC  FOUNDATION  PLEDGES  $15,000 


From  left  are  M.  Henry  Garrity,  Mount  Olive  College  vice  president  for  college 
\ffairs,  and  representatives  of  Georgia-Pacific  Corporation:  Donald  Roberts,  plant 
tanager  at  the  Dudley  Chip-n-Saw  Mill;  Charles  McLendon,  general  manager  of 
\e  Comply  Plant  at  Dudley;  and  D.  W.  Woodmansee,  timber  department  manager, 
Dudley  Operation. 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
lent  of  Mount  Olive  College,  an- 
lounced  that  the  Georgia- 
pacific  Foundation  has  ap- 
iroved  a  $15,000  pledge  for  Col- 
ege  Hall,  payable  $5,000  an- 
tually. 


Georgia-Pacific  represen- 
tatives toured  the  college  cam- 
pus recently  and  presented  the 
first  $5,000  installment  of  the 
pledge  to  M.  Henry  Garrity, 
vice  president  for  college  af- 
fairs. "We  appreciate  the  first 


major  gift  that  Georgia-Pacific 
has  made  to  the  growth  and  ad- 
vancement of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege,"" said  Garrity. 

The  Georgia-Pacific  Cor- 
poration also  participates  in 
the  Matching  Gift  Program.  In 
this  program  the  company 
matches,  dollar  for  dollar,  gifts 
contributed  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege by  Georgia-Pacific 
employees. 

Free  Will  Baptists,  alumni 
and  other  friends  who  work  for 
Georgia-Pacific  are  encour- 
aged to  double  their  support  to 
Mount  Olive  College  by  using 
this  program.  Information  is 
available  in  the  personnel  of- 
fice of  the  plant  where  one 
works. 

For  information  on  965  other 
firms  with  Matching  Gifts  Pro- 
grams contact:  Mrs.  Jean  F. 
Ackiss,  Assistant  in  Develop- 
ment, Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365;  telephone  (919)  658-2502. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

July    9 — Eastern  Ordaining 

Council,  10:00  a.m. 
July   12 — Western  Ordaining 

Council,   10:00  a.m.,  Unity 

Church 

July  13 — Layman's  League  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  Meets 

July  16-21 — General  Youth  Con- 
ference II  at  Cragmont 

July  16 — Pee  Dee  Youth  Con- 
vention, 7:30  p.m. 

July  19 — Board  of  Superannua- 
tion Meets,  2:00  p.m.,  Head- 
quarters 

July  21 — Central  Youth  Con- 
vention, 7:30  p.m. 

July  23-26— Ministers'  Confer- 
ence at  Cragmont 

July  23 — Cape  Fear  Ministers' 

Fellowship 
July  23 — Central  Conference 

Ministers'  Fellowship,  11:00 

a.m. 

July  23 — Cape  Fear  Ordaining 
Council,  1:30  p.m. 
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Family  Devotions" 


SUNDAY, 
JUNE 


24 


TUESDAY,  oa 
JUNE 


/ 


Scripture  Reading -Job  38-40 

WHOLLY  CONSECRATED 

How  unlike  the  spirit  of  the  hour  is  the  story 
of  Chinese  Gordon.  For  his  services  in  China  the 
government  sought  to  reward  him,  but  he  de- 
clined all  honors.  Money  and  titles  he  scorned, 
but  he  accepted  a  medal  inscribed  with  his  name 
and  his  thirty-three  engagements  because  it 
could  not  well  be  refused. 

After  his  tragic  death  the  medal  could 
nowhere  be  traced.  What  a  revelation  of  the 
great  soldier's  unselfishness  unfolds  when  we 
learn  that  the  medal  was  sent  to  the  poor  of  Man- 
chester during  the  famine,  with  an  anonymous 
letter  requesting  the  ore  be  melted  down  and 
used  for  the  hungry  children  of  the  city. 


Then  in  his  diary  he  wrote  these  words:  "The 
last  and  only  thing  I  have  in  this  world  that  I 
value  I  have  given  over  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. " 


MONDAY,  or 
JUNE 

Scripture  Reading— Job  41,  42 

"I'LL  GO,  BUT-" 
"I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go,  dear  Lord, 

Real  service  is  what  I  desire. 
I'll  say  what  you  want  me  to  say,  dear  Lord— 

But  don't  ask  me  to  sing  in  the  choir, 
I'll  say  what  you  want  me  to  say,  dear  Lord, 

I  like  to  see  things  come  to  pass. 
But  don't  ask  me  to  teach  girls  and  boys,  dear 
Lord— 

I'd  rather  just  stay  in  my  class. 

I'll  do  what  you  want  me  to  do,  dear  Lord, 
I  yearn  for  the  kingdom  to  thrive. 

I'll  give  you  my  nickels  and  dimes,  dear  Lord- 
But  please  don't  ask  me  to  tithe. 

I'll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go,  dear  Lord, 
I'll  say  what  you  want  me  to  say. 

I'm  busy  just  now  with  myself,  dear  Lord— 
I'll  help  you  some  other  day. " 


So  on  I  go,  now  knowing, 

I  would  not,  if  I  might; 
I'd  rather  walk  in  the  dark  with  God 

Than  go  alone  in  the  light; 
I'd  rather  walk  by  faith  with  Him, 

Than  go  alone  by  sight! 


Scripture  Reading— Psalms  1-9 

CHRIST  IN  FULL  POSSESSION 
Mendelssohn,  it  is  said,  once  visited  tl 
cathedral  at  Fridbourg,  and,  having  heard  tl| 
great  organ,  went  into  the  organ  loft  and  asked 
be  allowed  to  play  it.  The  old  organist,  i 
jealousy  for  his  instrument,  at  first  refused,  bj 
was  afterward  prevailed  on  to  allow  the  grei, 
German  composer  to  try  the  colossal '  'thundei, 
of  the  cathedral.  And  after  standing  by  in  g 
ecstasy  of  delight  and  amazement  for  a  fei 
moments,  he  suddenly  laid  his  hands  on  ttj 
shoulders  of  the  inspired  musician  and  ell 
claimed:  "Who  are  you?  What  is  your  name? 
"Mendelssohn,"  replied  the  player.  "And  can 
be!    that  I   had   so  nearly   refused  to  1< 
Mendelssohn  touch  this  organ!" 


How  little  the  Lord 's  people  know  what  the 
are  doing  when  they  refuse  to  let  Christ  have  fu\ 
possession  of  their  entire  life  and  evoke  the  fu 
melody  and  harmony  of  which  it  is  capable! 


WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading  — Psalms  10-17 

HER  LAST  SURRENDER 
In  a  letter  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  I 
Cousar,  of  Lubondai,  Africa,  we  read  the  follov 
ing:  "Recently  an  old,  old  woman  was  being  e: 
amined  by  our  native  pastor  for  baptism.  He 
face  was  radiantly  happy.  She  finished  answe: 
ing  all  the  questions  satisfactorily,  showing  th£ 
she  understood  the  plan  of  salvation.  When  tfc 
time  came  for  those  who  were  to  be  baptized  1 
enter  the  church,  this  old  woman  said  that  sh 
wanted  to  get  something  in  her  house.  Everyon 
else  had  gone  into  the  church  shed  and  wa 
waiting  expectantly  for  the  old  woman  to  com 
back.  When  she  did  come,  she  walked  right  up  t 
the  front  of  the  church,  laid  a  small  fetish  on  tht 
ground  and  quietly  took  her  seat  among  the  othe 
women  present  at  the  service.  Serious  looks  wer 
on  every  face,  for  each  native  in  that  villag 
knew  that  the  'medicine'  she  had  put  up  ther 
was  lightning  medicine,  the  last  medicine  tha 
any  of  them  is  willing  to  give  up.  This  woman' 
father  had  been  killed  by  lightning  years  befon 
and  never  had  she  been  without  her  fetish  to  pre 
tect  her  against  the  same  fate.  But  when  sh 
found  Jesus  as  her  Lord  and  Saviour  she  was  nc 
willing  to  give  Him  less  than  all." 


The  steps  of  faith  fall  on  the  seeming  voic 
but  find  the  Rock  beneath. 
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!  ipture  Reading -Psalms  18-22 

"IT  PAYS  TO  PUT  GOD  FIRST" 
Robert  G.  LeTourneau  writes:  "Our  young 
jlople  had  been  going  regularly  to  a  mission  to 
lild  a  gospel  service,  and  I  had  been  going  with 
tbm.  One  night  I  had  some  special  work  to  do.  I 
\4s  operating  a  small  factory  at  the  time,  and 
lachinery  had  to  be  built  the  next  day  for  which 
Had  to  make  the  design  that  night  in  order  that 
{brew  of  men  on  contract  could  build  it  the  next 
lorning.  How  could  I  do  my  work  and  attend  the 
ifeeting  at  the  mission?  The  Lord  and  I  had  quite 
{struggle  while  I  was  trying  to  decide  what  to 
I.  Although  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was 
ping  to  get  the  plan  drawn  for  the  next  morning, 
]  vent  with  the  young  people  and  we  had  a  profit- 
ale  time.  I  returned  home  about  ten  o'clock.  Up 
I  that  time  I  had  been  unable  to  make  a  single 
[an.  I  sat  down  at  the  drafting  board,  and  in 
uout  five  minutes  the  outline  and  plan  was  as 
jain  as  it  could  be.  What  is  more,  the  little  piece 
i  machinery  designed  that  night  has  been  the 
jy  machine  in  all  that  I  have  been  building 
nee." 


The  PRESENCE  of  Christ  is  the  joy  of  my  life, 
The  GLOR  Y  of  Christ  is  the  crown  of  my  life. 


It  pays  to  put  God  first. 
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'RID  AY, 
UNE 

ripture  Reading  —  Psalms  23-30 
DO  WE? 

A  missionary  in  India  was  hurrying  along 
\e  street  one  day  by  the  Ganges  River  when  he 
kw  a  native  woman  looking  at  the  water.  In  her 
rms  was  a  sickly  infant,  while  at  her  side  stood 
beautiful,  healthy  boy.  The  missionary  on  ques- 
loning  her  found  she  was  in  deep  distress  and 
bs  trying  to  make  up  her  mind  to  give  an  offer- 
jig  to  her  god.  He  tried  to  dissuade  her,  telling 
er  of  the  love  of  Jesus  and  His  sacrifice  for  her. 
Ifter  a  time  he  had  to  leave  her,  and  hours  later 
e  saw  her  with  the  sickly  babe  in  her  arms.  The 
eautiful  boy  was  gone.  He  knew  what  had  hap- 
pened. She  had  thrown  the  boy  to  the  crocodiles 
a  the  river.  "I  made  an  offering  to  my  god,"  the 
toman  said.  "But  why  did  you  give  your  boy, 
fhy  not  this  sickly  little  one?"  asked  the  mis- 
ionary.  Rising  to  her  feet  the  woman  replied: 
'We  give  our  gods  our  best." 


[Tie  SERVICE  of  Christ  is  the  business  of  my 
life, 

The  WILL  of  Christ  is  the  law  of  my  life, 


SATURDAY, 
JUNE 
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Scripture  Reading  — Psalms  31-35 

THE  MASTER'S  HAND 
"  "Twas  battered  and  scarred,  and  the  auc- 
tioneer 

Thought  it  scarcely  worth  his  while 
To  waste  much  time  on  the  old  violin, 
But  held  it  up  with  a  smile. 
'What  am  I  bidden,  good  folks,'  he  cried, 
'Who'll  start  bidding  for  me? 

"A  dollar,  a  dollar— now  two,  only  two— 
Two  dollars  and  who'll  make  it  three? 

"  'Three  dollars,  once,  three  dollars,  twice, 
Going  for  three'— but  no 
From  the  room  far  back  a  gray  haired  man 
Came  forward  and  picked  up  the  bow ; 
Then  wiping  the  dust  from  the  old  violin, 
And  tightening  up  all  the  strings, 
He  played  a  melody  pure  and  sweet, 
As  sweet  as  the  angels  sing. 

"The  music  ceased,  and  the  auctioneer, 
With  a  voice  that  was  quiet  and  low, 
Said:  'What  am  I  bid  for  the  old  violin?' 
And  he  held  it  up  with  the  bow, 
'A  thousand  dollars— and  who'll  make  it  two? 
Two  thousand,  and  who'll  make  it  three? 
Three  thousand  once,  and  three  thousand  twice— 
And— going,  and  gone,'  said  he. 

"The  people  cheered,  but  some  of  them  cried, 

'We  do  not  quite  understand— 

What  changed  its  worth?'  The  man  replied, 

'The  touch  of  the  master's  hand.' 

And  many  a  man  with  life  out  of  tune, 

And  battered  and  torn  with  sin, 

Is  auctioned  cheap  to  a  thoughtless  crowd, 

Much  like  the  old  violin. 


"A  mess  of  pottage,  a  glass  wine, 

A  game  and  he  travels  on, 

He's  going  once,  and  he's  going  twice, 

He  is  going,  and  almost  gone. 

But  the  Master  comes,  and  the  foolish  crowd, 

Never  can  quite  understand 

The  worth  of  a  soul,  and  the  change  that's 
wrought 

By  the  touch  of  the  Master's  hand.  " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  School  LessorT 


For  June  24 
FAMILY  REBELLION 

Lesson  Text:  2  Samuel  15:2-12 
Memory  Verse:  2  Samuel  15:6 

With  the  passing  years  of 
David's  rule  over  Israel,  David 
gradually  developed  a  pattern 
of  life  that  became  more  self- 
indulgent,  more  accustomed  to 
luxury,  and  less  dedicated  to 
the  serious  concerns  of  life.  At 
one  time  he  had  been  a  simple 
shepherd  boy,  most  earnest  and 
faithful,  even  risking  his  life  to 
protect  his  family's  flocks  from 
predatory  animals.  He  had 
been  willing  to  face  the  giant 
Goliath  in  his  rough  shepherd 
garb,  trusting  in  God's  care.  He 
had  trusted  the  Lord  through 
days  and  years  of  wilderness 
existence  as  he  was  hunted 
relentlessly  by  Saul's  armed 
men.  He  had  retained  in  his  life 
a  refreshing  candor  and  trust. 

Even  after  he  became  king 
David  was  at  first  very  in- 
volved in  an  energetic  defense 
of  his  country  and  in  its 
development.  However,  as  he 
became  more  and  more  domi- 
nant in  the  region,  as  prosperi- 
ty increased,  he  married  more 
and  more  wives  and  apparently 
established  relationships  with 
a  number  of  concubines.  (See 
2  Samuel  3:2-5;  5:13-16; 
1  Chronicles  3:5.) 

The  effect  of  this  was  a  lack 
of  close  relationships  with  any 
of  his  family  members  or,  if 
such  were  attempted,  the 
estrangement  and  jealousy  of 
many  others.  It  was  impossible 
for  any  wholesome  parent-child 
or  husband-wife  relationship  to 
be  effected  amid  such  condi- 
tions. To  this  may  be  added  the 
inevitable  special  favors  and 
prestige  that  membership  in 
the  royal  establishment  pro- 
vided. The  conditions  for  the 
creation  of  the  sense  of  God's 
presence  and  care,  the  need  to 
rely  on  His  protection  and  help, 
were  far  different  for  David's 
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children  from  what  they  had 
been  for  David  as  a  shepherd. 

But  the  marrying  of  so  many 
wives  and  the  expression  of 
such  indulgence  in  sensual 
satisfaction  were  the  result  of 
something  else.  They  were 
caused  by  a  slippage  both  in 
David's  spiritual  concerns  and 
in  his  attention  to  day-to-day 
demands  of  his  kingly  respon- 
sibilities. This  was  evident  in 
his  adulterous  affair  with 
Bathsheba.  Such  decline  could 
not  but  result  in  unhappiness 
and  heartbreak  for  David. 

It  was  not  unusual  for  ten- 
sion and  distrust  to  exist 
between  different  segments  of 
the  Hebrew  kingdom.  We 
remember  that  after  Saul's 
death  the  more  northerly  areas 
seemed  to  follow  Ishbosheth, 
Saul's  son,  while  the  area  to  the 
south  gave  David  refuge  and 
accepted  him  as  king.  For 
seven  and  a  half  years  David 
reigned  at  Hebron.  Soon  after 
consolidating  his  reign,  he  con- 
quered Jerusalem  and  made  it 
his  capital  city.  Here  he 
reigned  for  thirty-three  years 
(2  Samuel  5:4,  5). 

Yet  these  thirty-three  years 
were  not  without  internal 
problems.  Among  David's 
many  sons,  one  was  especially 
handsome  and  gifted— Ab- 
salom. He  had  a  sister,  Tamar, 
but  she  was  only  a  half-sister  to 
Amnon,  who  was  the  son  of 
another  of  David's  wives.  Am- 
non raped  Tamar,  which  so  in- 
furiated Absalom  that,  after 
some  time,  he  secured  an  op- 
portunity and  murdered  Am- 
non in  revenge.  Then  he  fled. 
Later,  by  the  intercession  of 
Joab,  a  half-hearted  reconcilia- 
tion was  made  between  David 
and  Absalom.  This  whole  story 
is  narrated  vividly  in  2  Samuel 
13,  14. 

Upon  his  return  and  re- 
establishment  in  Jerusalem, 
Absalom  began  a  shrewd  and 
systematic  program  of  under- 
mining David's  popularity  and 
of  building  up  his  own.  When  he 


felt  he  had  sufficient  support 
do  so,  he  began  a  rebelli 
against  David.  'i 

In  1  Corinthians  10 : 6  we  re 
that  events  during  the  jourrl 
of  the  Hebrew  people  frJ 
Egypt  to  Canaan  were  "our  I 
amples."  After  several  rem 
episodes  are  mentioned  we  i  < 
again  reminded,  "Now  all  th( 
things  happened  unto  them 
ensamples:  and  they  are  wi 
ten  for  our  admonition"  (v.  1 

It  is  quite  evident  that  1 
unrest  and  distress  in  Davi 
family  and  David's  kingd< 
were  the  result  of  the  spiriti 
decline  that  occurred 
David's  life.  His  early  sim])i 
trust  and  steadfast  reliance  || 
God  were  blurred  by  t 
unrestrained  indulgence  of  ]| 
sexual  desires  and  his  c<l 
tinued  prosperity  and  pow^ 
The  beautiful  faith  he  <l 
pressed  in  the  Twenty-th| 
Psalm  became  more  erodiji 
and  even  the  contritii 
evidenced  in  Psalm  51  could  il 
cancel  out  the  continued  effe<! 
of  his  folly. 

One  thing  we  must  not  forp 
in  our  thought  about  David 
spiritual  condition  and  our  ovl 
God  had  promised  to  be  w!fl 
David  and  He  continued  to  cat 
for  him.  In  Absalom's  rebelli!' 
we  note  that  David  prayed 
God  for  help  in  frustrating  II 
plans  of  Ahithophel  in  the  si! 
port  of  Absalom  (2  Sami! 
15:31).  David  still  retainer 
trust  in  God  in  spite  of  the  w 
he  often  forgot  Him.  We  reau 
most  comforting  passage 
Timothy  2:13:  "If  we  a 
faithless,  he  will  rema 
faithful,  for  he  cannot  diso^' 
himself"  (New  Internatior\ 
Version) .  Whatever  oil 
unsteadiness,  God  will  remsi 
steady  in  His  love  for  il 
whatever  our  wandering,  Hes 
there  to  come  home  to  ■ 
Standard  Lesson  Commentai 
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^CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

lit  year  they  may  have  an  op- 
tjln  to  continue  in  the  same 
psition,  to  choose  another,  or 
sin  to  rest  for  a  year. 

Second,  if  a  teacher  has 
[right  for  a  number  of  years, 
jr'j  could  discuss  with  him  or 
if  the  wisdom  of  taking  a  year 
>'.  This  would  need  to  be  done 
Hi  great  sensitivity.  The 
jjmary  concern  is  what  is  best 
I  each  teacher  and  for  the 
Jnday  school. 

Third,  encourage  teachers  to 
dake  use  of  their  assistant 
lachers.  Some  may  not  even 
l,j.ve  an  assistant.  You  need  to 
6e  that  they  do  have  one.  They 
duld  arrange  for  the  assistant 
tij  teach  at  least  once  a  month. 
[Ais  would  provide  the  teacher 
Ijne  off  each  month  and  the  op- 
[frtunity  to  participate  in 
eiother  class  if  he  or  she 
qjsires. 

Fourth,  suggest  that  teachers 
tie  the  team  teaching  method, 
'lis  is  when  two  or  more 
.achers  plan,  teach,  and 
i/aluate  a  class  together.  This 
,ethod  is  almost  a  necessity 
ir  teaching  children.  It  can 
,so  be  used  very  effectively 
ith  youth  and  adults.  Team 
aching  shares  the  teaching 
Isponsibilities  and  takes  some 
f  the  load  off  one  person.  It 
jis  numerous  other  benefits, 
eachers  could  team  teach 
,ith  their  assistant  teachers.  If 
j)u  would  like  to  know  more 
pout  team  teaching,  call  or 
.rite  me  and  I  will  refer  you  to 
pie  helpful  resources. 

Fifth,  have  a  spiritual  life 
etreat  for  your  teachers.  This 
Jould  be  a  couple  of  days  to  get 
way  from  it  all,  fellowship 
igether,  study,  share,  and  to 
ecome  more  inspired  about 
eaching.  A  well  planned 
etreat  can  provide  much 
eeded  spiritual  renewal  and 
urture  for  teachers. 
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SHILOH  CHURCH 
HONORS  GRADUATES 

The  members  of  Shiloh 
Church  of  the  Albemarle  Con- 
ference honored  their 
graduates  in  a  special  service 
on  June  3.  Each  of  the  following 
received  Bibles: 

High  School  graduates  — 
Janet  Wallace,  Susan  Hum- 
phrey, Scott  Grey,  John  Moss, 
and  John  Waters. 

College  and  Universities 
graduates— Debra  Boyd,  East 
Carolina  University,  with  a  3.2 
average  in  nursing;  and  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby  Brown, 
received  two  doctorate 
degrees,  Doctor  of  Divinity, 
and  Doctor  of  Theology,  each 
with  the  grade  average  of  3.5. 

Woman's  Auxiliary  bh^hb 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Gurney  R.  Chase 
announces  that  he  is  available 
for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  work.  He  may  be  con- 
tacted at  411  Central  Avenue, 
Kinston,  North  Carolina  28501; 
phone,  523-3429. 

T      SPECIAL  SURPRISE  1 

|      If  you  need  a  special  sur- 
prise for  VBS,  a  class  par-  J 
ty,  or  a  children's  event,  1 
contact  Whitney!  Witney 
the  Hobo  is  available  to 
entertain  youngsters  of  all  1 
ages.  Contact  him  at  (919) 

[  946-3131.  J 

t  *f  v  »r  » 


MRS.  ANNIE  BANKS  MALLARD 
PRESENTED  LD7E  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 
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Making  the  presentation  to  Mrs.  Mallard  are  (left  to  right)  Mrs.  Mildred  (Man- 
ly) Jenkins  and  Mrs.  Annie  (Harold)  Mallard,  members  of  the  Friendship  Woman's 
Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Annie  Banks  Mallard  (Mrs.  Rom)  was  presented  the  Life 
Membership  Award  with  the  honor  seal  at  the  State  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention  in  May. 

Mrs.  Mallard  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Friendship  Church 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Jones  County.  She  has  been  a  member  of 
Friendship  Church  since  1927,  when  she  was  married.  She  has  held 
every  office  in  her  local  auxiliary  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Eastern 
District  Woman's  Auxiliary  for  many  years. 

Mrs.  Mallard  is  a  former  Sunday  school  teacher,  choir  member 
and  pianist  at  Friendship.  She  and  her  husband,  Rom,  served  the 
Fifth  Eastern  Union  of  the  Eastern  Conference  as  clerk  and  reader 
for  twenty-five  years. 

In  community  affairs,  she  was  active  in  the  Home  Extension 
Club,  4-H  Club  as  leader,  Farm  Bureau,  Eastern  Star  and  always 
assisted  in  local  drives  for  cancer,  Easter  Seals  and  Heart  Fund. 
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Editorial 


Rumbling  Fails  to  Impress  \ 


If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  take  a  few  minutes  ai. 
read  the  article  which  begins  on  Page  3  of  this  issue.  Haviil 
done  so,  you  should  not  be  surprised  by  its  content  when  yd 
remember  it  was  written  by  Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  president  I 
Mount  Olive  College.  Without  a  doubt,  we  all  know  that  til 
College  is  foremost  in  Dr.  Raper' s  mind.  He  has  given  his  111 
and  ministry  over  to  the  development  of  Mount  Olive.  I 
motivates  him  and  at  times,  may  be  a  controlling  factor  in  hi 
very  being. 

Now  think  about  yourself.  What  are  you  known  for?  Hoi 
are  you  remembered?  What  things  are  most  important  in  yoil 
life?  If  you  claim  the  name  of  Christ  and  call  yourself  a  Chril 
tian,  He  should  hold  first  place  in  your  life.  That  is  the  onll 
way  you  can  be  victorious  and  the  cause  of  Christ  can  t 
spread.  But  the  trouble  is,  most  of  us  do  not  live  as  thoug 
Christ  matters.  In  fact,  we  fit  right  into  the  world— and  no  or| 
even  suspects  we  are  different.  (You  see,  when  the  world  fit 
we  are  the  wrong  size ! ) 

The  men  who  conquered  the  Roman  Empire  for  Chris 
bore  the  aspect  of  invaders  from  another  world,  who  absolute 
ly  refused  to  be  naturalized  to  this  world.  "Their  conduct  fille 
their  heathen  neighbors  with  the  strangest  perplexity;  the 
were  so  careless  of  life,  so  careful  of  conscience,  so  confider 
of  the  overcoming  power  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  so  subdue 
to  the  custom  of  the  country  in  which  they  sojourned,  so  mint 
ful  of  the  manners  of  that  country  from  whence  they  cam, 
not." 

Those  conquerers  refused  the  help  of  the  world,  thj 
patronage  of  its  rulers,  the  loan  of  its  resources,  and  the  use  i 
its  methods.  They  feared  that  by  doing  so  they  might  com 
promise  their  King.  This  "army"  maintained  from  an  invis^ 
ble  base  and  placed  more  confidence  in  the  leadership  of  thei) 
unseen  Commander  than  in  all  the  imperial  help  that  might  w 
proffered. 

The  strange  thing  though  is  that  there  can  be  nf 
reasonable  doubt  that  this  is  the  age  in  which  Christianity  waf 
most  victorious  in  the  world— it  was  also  the  time  when  thj 
church  was  so  completely  separated  from  the  world. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptis 
Church  is  not  growing? 

But  there  are  other  reasons  as  well. 

For  one  thing,  some  people  do  not  want  the  church  t< 
grow.  These  individuals  feel  so  threatened— they  are  afraic 
they  will  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain  control.  (This  could  b< 
one  reason  we  have  so  many  groups ! ) 

Also,  there  exists  a  deadly  malignancy.  The  body  of  Chris 
has  turned  on  itself.  Members  have  sided  to  the  left  and  right 
leaving  some  to  form  a  middle.  In  the  meanwhile,  each  grouj 
is  "taught"  the  "fallacies"  in  the  others'  thoughts  and  tht 
"errors  of  their  ways."  Fellowship  is  muted  and  our  tru« 
cause  suffers. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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MOC:  TOPIC  NEAREST  HEART 


by  W.  Burkette  Raper 

President 
Mount  Olive  College 

trhe  message  read:  "Eugene 
rice  is  at  his  camp  fishing, 
e  would  like  you  to  write  a 
jest  editorial  on  any  subject 
u  choose,  but  he  knows  what 
nearest  to  your  heart! " 
!No  man  can  match  Gene's 
iitorials  on  hunting  and 
jhing,  for  in  editorials  the 
Hter  is  not  restricted  to  the 
tets,  but  can  report  things  as 
I  sees  them.  Upon  Gene's 
turn  the  readers  of  the 
^ews- Argus"  will  be  in  for  a 
eat! 

But  what  about  that  subject 
tiich  is  nearest  to  my  heart? 
?ter  thirty  years  at  Mount 
Jive  College,  it  would 
obably  be  considered  out  of 
iaracter  for  me  to  write  on 
iy thing  else. 

Thousands  of  people  see  the 
impus  daily  from  U.S.  117 
Vpass.  They  see  sturdy  oaks 

growing  pines,  acres  of 
jeen  grass  and  modern 
iildings.  The  setting  conveys 
j  the  most  hurried  traveler 
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that  the  campus  is  not  com- 
plete but  is  developing  ac- 
cording to  a  carefully  designed 
plan. 

The  110-acre  site  with  its 
seven  buildings  represents  an 
investment  of  $6  million.  A 
fair  replacement  value  today 
would  be  nearer  $10  million. 

The  economic  impact  of  the 
College  is  not  hard  to  imagine. 
With  an  annual  operating 
budget  of  $3  million  the  Col- 
lege, its  500  students  and  95 
employees  release  nearly  $5 
million  into  the  area  economy 
each  year. 

Beyond  the  buildings  and 
budgets,  however,  is  the  real 
college— people.  The  product 
of  Mount  Olive  College  is 
enlightened  citizens,  produc- 
tive workers  and  skilled  pro- 
fessionals. Their  goals  include 
business  administration,  ac- 
counting, executive  secre- 
taries, education,  recreation, 
art,  music,  church-related 
vocations,  nursing,  medicine, 
dentistry,  computer  science, 
natural  science,  social  ser- 
vices, and  other  careers  for 


which  the  liberal  arts  and 
sciences  are  required. 

The  day  these  students 
entered  college,  most  of  them 
had  gone  further  in  their 
education  than  their  parents. 
Without  the  $1  million  in  finan- 
cial aid  provided  in  grants, 
scholarships,  loans  and  cam- 
pus employment,  many  of 
them  would  not  be  in  college. 

Mount  Olive  is  fully  ac- 
credited and  emphasizes 
sound  academic  standards, 
but  it  does  more.  It  views 
education  as  human  develop- 
ment—the development  of 
students  as  whole  persons. 

The  highway  traveler 
observes  that  in  the  center  of 
the  campus  is  a  chapel.  Its 
steeple  ascends  above  the 
trees  with  the  message  that 
this  is  a  church-related  col- 
lege. Moral  and  spiritual 
values,  which  give  meaning, 
purpose  and  strength  to 
human  life,  are  embodied  in 
the  total  character  of  the  Col- 
lege. Here  students  find 
teachers  and  counselors  with  a 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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commitment  to  maintaining  a 
wholesome  atmosphere  for 
learning  and  living.  Students 
feel  that  they  are  accepted 
and  that  their  beliefs  are 
respected.  They  are  aware 
that  they  are  a  member  of  a 
college  family  where  people 
care  about  them. 

The  traveler  also  oberves  a 
sign  to  "Eagles  Nest,"  a 
100-acre  campsite  with  a 
beautiful  lake  and  a  natural 
forest.  Waiting  to  emerge 
from  this  scene  is  a  con- 
ference center  that  will  serve 
business,  education  and 
churches. 

Here  industrial  leaders  and 
business  executives  will 
gather  with  educators  to  foster 
an  understanding  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  American 
system  of  private  enterprise. 
From  this  center  will  be 
developed  a  partnership  be- 
tween the  College  and  the 
business  community  that  will 
include  cooperative  education 
work  experiences  for  students. 
Participating  firms  will  have 
the  advantage  of  early  iden- 
tification of  talented  young 
people  whom  they  might  like 
to  bring  into  their  employ- 
ment. 

No  traveler  can  miss  College 
Hall,  the  new  $3  million  multi- 
purpose center.  The  building 
stands  as  a  bridge  between  the 
College  and  community  for 
athletic  events,  summer  sports 
camps,  sports  club  for 
families,  lectures,  concerts, 
civic  and  church  conventions. 

And  not  the  half  has  been 
told.  At  Seymour  Johnson  in 
Goldsboro  600  military  person- 
nel, family  members  and 
civilians  enrolled  last  year  in 
courses  provided  by  Mount 
Olive  College. 

And  so,  while  Editor  Price  is 
fishing  and  travelers  continue 
to  pass  along  U.S.  117,  we  at 
Mount  Olive  College  are  mov- 
ing toward  becoming  a  four- 
year  college  beginning  in  the 
fall  of  1984. 

Reprinted  from  the  Goldsboro  News- 
Argus,  Sunday,  June  17,  1984. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 

i  i 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes  \ 

Oates,  Wayne  E.,  The  Struggle  to  Be  Free  (My  Story  and  Your  Story).  The  ^ij 
minster  Press,  Philadelphia,  1983. 

Dr.  Wayne  E.  Oates  is  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  Clinical  Pastel 
Education.  He  is  a  prolific  author,  having  written  thirty  books  ot  g 
than  the  present  book.  Twelve  of  those  books  are  the  popig 
"Christian  Care  Books"  written  for  the  use  of  pastors  in  caring [ 
their  congregations.  He  is  presently  Professor  of  Psychiatry  ;k 
Behavior  Sciences  at  the  University  of  Louisville  School! 
Medicine  and  Director  of  Program  Ethics  and  Pastoral  Counsel! 
at  Louisville  General  Hospital. 

The  following  material  is  taken  from  the  cover  of  The  Struglt 
to  Be  Free,  his  personal  autobiography  of  growth.  Our  bookstoji 
can  order  this  book  for  you.  The  cost  is  $6.95  plus  tax. 

"In  this  richly  rewarding  book  the  renowned  counselor  z|( 
teacher,  Wayne  E.  Oates  tells  of  his  own  life  struggles  to  overco  « 
threats  and  handicaps  in  order  to  be  free  'to  put  into  action  w!, 
God  has  destined  that  I  be  and  become.'  At  the  same  time  he  le£s 
readers  to  understand  the  spiritual  dimensions  of  their  own  lives  c 
they  can  set  themselves  free  from  poverty,  feelings  of  inferiorr 
regimentation,  loneliness,  helplessness,  and  compulsive  work. 

"Born  in  a  poor  Southern  family,  Oates  began  a  lifelong  stn; 
gle  against  outside  forces  that  threatened  to  circumscribe  1 
freedom.  An  appointment  as  page  in  the  United  States  Senate  tcj 
him  from  the  rural  South  to  the  nation's  capital.  Under  the  j 
fluence  of  teachers,  leaders,  and  ministers,  he  began  to  conqii 
deep  feelings  of  inferiority.  Throughout  college  and  gradms 
school  he  fought  to  remain  his  own  person,  to  be  free  of  pack  thii 
ing,  to  overcome  the  loneliness  that  was  the  residue  of  leaving  ro<s 
behind  and  learning  to  rely  on  his  own  inner  voices.  It  was  his  fijl 
against  the  harmful  strictures  of  mass  education  that  led  to  tt 
development  of  his  clinical  pastoral  approach  to  education  ! 
theology  and  medicine,  now  a  universally  acclaimed  method,  j 

"As  author,  teacher,  and  counselor,  Wayne  Oat<| 
demonstrates  that  life  in  indeed  worth  the  battle.  In  the  final  pag- 
to  this  book,  he  discusses  some  of  the  prizes  in  the  struggle  tol 
free.  This  outstanding  autobiography— warm,  compassionate,  a| 
brimming  with  wisdom— is,  in  itself,  one  of  the  prizes." 


singing  stars,  and  people  11 
earth  with  bright-eyed  babi 
and  stretch  the  seas  from  cor^ 
nent  to  continent,  and  weigh  jl 
nations  as  dust  in  the  balant 
and  fill  the  earth  with  I 
glory  ;  but  He  has  so  arrang 
things  that  He  needs  our  help 
the  salvation  of  a  lost  world, 
comforting  a  broken  heart, 
making  the  desert  pla 
blossom  as  the  rose  for  the 
out  of  whose  lives  the  light  h 
gone  and  into  whose  lives  t 
night  has  come.  Let  us  help  G 
with  His  work. 

— Selec\ 


TOILERS  WITH  GOD 

God  can  grow  trees,  and  lift 
mountains,  and  fill  space  with 
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News  and  Notes 


Man  McGlohon 
Ifceives  Award 


i 


Leah  McGlohon 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  a 
t  ry  special  way  of  honoring  its 
rembers  —  it  is  the  Life 
ijembership  Award.  The  one 
Ignored  with  this  award  is  a 
Iiry  special  and  dedicated 
[Jiristian  lady,  Leah  Mc- 
liohon. 

Leah  became  a  Christian  at 
lie  age  of  13.  She  attended 
lilckory  Grove  Church  until  she 
i|oved  to  Winterville  in  1942. 
Immediately  her  family  sought 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church— 
ius  she  soon  became  a 
<ember  of  the  Winterville  Free 
ill  Baptist  Church  and  active 
j  all  phases  of  the  local  church 
i'ogram. 

After  graduating  from  high 
-hool,  she  attended  East 
arolina  University.  After 
faduation,  Leah  taught  at 
anceboro  for  a  year,  but  was 
lill  eager  for  more  knowledge 
better  prepare  herself  for 
hristian  service,  so  she  en- 
flled  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
jible  College  in  Nashville,  Ten- 
Issee.  While  there,  Leah  took 
Wses  in  Bible  receiving  a 
IS.  degree  in  Bible.  When  at 
le  end  of  the  fall  semester  she 
{turned  home,  President 
^arkette  Raper  approached 
p  about  teaching  at  Mount 
live  College;  therefore,  she 
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began  work  on  a  M.A.  degree 
with  a  concentration  in 
English.  In  the  fall  of  1955,  she 
began  a  four-year  term  of 
teaching  at  the  College,  fol- 
lowed by  two  years  of  service 
as  assistant  to  the  business 
manager.  Then  she  returned 
again  to  the  classroom  for  a 
year  of  teaching  at  Grifton. 
After  this  venture  she  worked 
as  an  editorial  assistant  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 
Always  having  a  love  for  books 
and  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  she 
is  now  a  reference  librarian  at 
East  Carolina  University. 
While  working  there  she  has 
taken  more  courses  and  has 
received  her  Masters  Degree  in 
Library  Science. 

Leah  is  active  in  all  the 
denominational  enterprises 
and  has  held  offices  on  all 
levels  — local,  district,  and 
state.  She  is  currently  serving 
as  editor  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary program  guide,  Devo- 
tion. Having  a  very  special  love 
for  her  local  church,  she  is 
presently  serving  as  choir 
director,  Sunday  school 
teacher,  church  clerk,  Adult 
League  secretary,  and  mis- 
sions chairman  for  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  to  name  a 
few. 

There  are  so  many  things 
that  this  dedicated  Christian 
has  done  for  her  church  that 
space  will  not  allow  to  tell,  nor 
can  anyone  possibly  remember 
them  all. 

(1)  The  History  of  the  Winter- 
ville Free  Will  Baptist  Church: 
Leah  spent  many  hours  prepar- 
ing slides,  collecting  informa- 
tion, and  finalizing  it  into  a 
beautiful  one  hour  slide/tape 
presentation  that  is  a  joy  and  a 
delight  to  see. 

(2)  The  Heritage  Quilt:  She 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  work- 
ing on  this  class  project,  along 
with  the  ladies  of  the  church. 
Her  attention  to  detail  and 
desire  to  have  everything  just 
right,  helped  to  make  this  a 
project  that  will  always  be 


cherished  by  the  members  of 
the  church. 

Leah  lives  in  Winterville  with 
her  brother,  Mark;  and  sister, 
Margaret  Moseley,  in  the  fami- 
ly home  on  Cooper  Street. 

In  closing,  Leah  is  faithful  to 
her  God,  dedicated  to  her 
church,  supportive  of  the  work 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination,  and  it  gave  the 
Winterville  Woman's  Auxiliary 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to 
present  her  with  the  Life 
Membership  Award. 

Heritage  Day  at 

King's  Cross  Roads  Church 

The  King's  Cross  Roads  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  held  its 
first  Heritage  Day,  June  3, 1984. 
The  day  was  observed  with  old- 
fashioned  dress  and  foods 
prepared  on  the  grounds.  Ap- 
proximately 140  people  enjoyed 
morning  and  afternoon  ser- 
vices in  the  beautiful  outdoors. 
A  very  inspirational  morning 
message  was  delivered  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Jones. 
Afternoon  services  included 
special  singing,  judging  of  best 
dressed,  best  looking  beard  and 
mustache.  Winners  were: 
Women's  best  dressed:  first 
place,  Kathleen  Corbett; 
second,  Tammy  Gardner; 
Girl's  best  dressed:  first  place, 
Amanda  Garris;  second, 
Michele  Wooten;  Men's  best 
dressed:  first  place,  Ricky 
Tugwell  and  David  Price; 
second,  Bruce  Jones;  Boy's 
best  dressed:  first  place,  Scott 
Gardner;  second,  Samuel 
Jones ;  Best  looking  beard :  first 
place,  Owen  Joyner,  second, 
Bruce  Jones;  Best  looking 
mustache:  first  place,  James 
R.  Case;  second,  Ricky 
Tugwell. 

The  church  was  organized  on 
May  19,  1888,  with  eleven 
charter  members.  They  were: 
J.  T.  Abrams,  J.  I.  Corbett, 
J.  W.  Overman,  W.  R.  Corbitt, 
James  Fulford,  David  Bibb, 
B.  F.  Garretney,  David 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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FIRST  CHURCH  OF  DURHAM 
OBSERVES  PASTOR  APPRECIATION  SERVICE 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Johnson  and  their  sons,  James,  Craig,  and  Keith;  o 
their  granddaughter,  Michelle. 


In  lots  of  churches,  when  the  pastor  becomes  a  part  of  the  fl 
tures,  they  are  taken  very  much  for  granted.  Their  many  hoursl 
overtime  service  as  doctor,  lawyer,  teacher,  peacemaker,  funeil 
director,  counselor  and  every  other  profession  imaginable  arep 
often  administered  without  even  a  small  thank  you. 

On  Sunday,  May  6,  the  members  of  First  Church  of  Durhai|, 
decided  that  they  would  surprise  their  pastor  and  his  family  ajl 
show  them  just  how  much  they  are  appreciated  and  loved  by  c| 
serving  Pastor  Appreciation  Day,  because  it  is  very  evident  th 
the  pastor  puts  the  Lord  first,  the  needs  and  the  cares  of  the  cc- 
gregation  next  and  then  what  little  time  that  he  has  left  is  spent  i 
his  family.  j 

The  Rev.  Fred  Johnson  was  presented  a  boutonniere  for  1; 
lapel,  Mrs.  Johnson  was  presented  a  dozen  red  roses,  andd 
generous  love  offering  was  taken  for  them.  As  a  special  surprisi, 
Mrs.  Johnson's  father,  the  Rev.  John  R.  Lee,  was  the  guest  speakf 
for  our  morning  worship  services  and  then  lunch  was  served  in  t». 
fellowship  hall. 

To  summarize  everything  in  one  word,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnsji 
were  "speechless." 

i 


Tugwell,  Joseph  Tugwell,  J.  T. 
Tugwell,  and  Thomas  W.  Little. 

First  pastor  was  J.  T. 
Phillips,  his  salary  was  around 
$20  a  month.  Services  were  held 
once  a  month  on  third  Sunday. 
Some  of  the  pastors  over  the 
years  have  been:  T.  N.  Man- 
ning, Alonza  Tyson,  E.  D. 
Hathaway,  D.  W.  Alexander, 
C.  J.  Harris,  J.  C.  Moye, 
Chester  Pelt,  Bob  Wiggs,  R.  P. 
Harris,  D.  A.  Windham,  L.  B. 
Manning,  Joseph  Lehmann, 
John  Williams,  Frank  Flowers, 
David  Thick,  Frank  Brinson, 
Bobby  Futrell  and  the  present 
pastor,  Bruce  Jones 

Services  increased  to  full- 
time  in  1961. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  was 
organized  in  the  early  1930s  and 
has  been  an  active  part  of  the 
church  activities  and  continues 
to  be  an  active  part  under  the 
name  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary. 

Sunday  school  was  begun  in 
1938.  Mr.  L.  A.  Fulford  was  the 
first  superintendent.  Because 
of  the  growth  of  the  Sunday 
school,  the  building  had  to  be 
enlarged  in  the  1940s.  Addi- 
tional classrooms  and 
restrooms  were  completed  in 
the  late  1950s.  The  interior  of 
the  church  was  remodeled 
around  1954.  New  pulpit 
furniture  and  pews  were  added 
as  part  of  this  remodeling.  The 
church  has  since  added 
aluminum  siding,  baptistry  and 
additional  interior  remodeling. 

The  Layman's  League  was 
organized  in  1968.  They  have 
been  responsible  for  many  im- 
provements to  the  church  in- 
cluding the  baptistry  and  a 
2,250  square  feet  fellowship 
building. 

Through  the  years  the  youth 
have  been  a  very  important 
asset  to  the  church.  At  the 
present  time  we  have  the 
following  youth  groups: 
Cherubs  (up  to  age  8),  Am- 
bassadors for  Christ  (ages 
9-13),  Youth  Fellowship  Aux- 
iliary (ages  14-19),  Youth  Choir 
and  Gospel  Band. 


The  King's  Cross  Roads 
Adult  Choir  has  rendered  ser- 
vices above  and  beyond  the  call 
of  duty.  Over  the  years  the 
choir  has  sung  at  the  old  '  'Coun- 
ty Home"  and  in  surrounding 
churches.  In  the  early  1950s  the 
choir  had  a  radio  ministry  on 
WGTC.  The  present  choir  is 
directed  by  Richard  Bundy  and 
the  pianist  is  Mrs.  Roscoe 
Eason. 

The  active  deacons  of  the 
church  are:  Gerald  Tugwell, 
H.  P.  Norman,  Roscoe  Eason, 


Sam  Hobgood,  Jarvis  Tripi 
Ricky  Tugwell  and  Davl 
Price.  The  inactive  deacons  ai 
Richard  Bundy,  James  R.  Ca'i 
and  Johnnie  J.  Wooten. 

The  church  supports  t| 
following  denomination! 
enterprises:  Free  Will  Bapt: 
Children's  Home,  Mount  Oli 
College,  Foreign  and  Hor 
Missions,  Superannuatio 
Cragmont,  and  the  Retireme 
Homes. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTI 


Children's  Home 

A  WONDERFUL  FOUNDER'S  DAY  CELEBRATION 


Cooling  off. 


Musical  memories. 


A  portrait  could  not  have 
hen  painted  more  beautifully 
tan  was  the  Saturday  morning 
i  our  Founder's  Day.  As 
liends  began  arriving,  the  an- 
liipation  of  the  day's  activities 
Igan  to  mount.  People  began 
leing  old  and  new  faces,  bond- 
ing new  friendships,  and  enjoy- 
ig  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
:Veet  bond  of  peace.  As  the 
frly  hours  passed,  the  crowds 
ew  larger  to  ultimately  a 
yous  and  bountiful  number  of 
tase  to  500!  Refreshments 
jbre  served  in  the  kitchen  to 
lip  keep  everyone  cool  until 
Inch  was  served.  And  then, 
hch  never  seemed  so  GOOD. 
krker's  Barbecue  loaded  the 
ates  with  delicious  barbecue, 
pd  chicken,  brunswick  stew, 
ewed  potatoes,  and  cornbread 
^cks;  and  the  tea  flowed  like 
je  Tar  River  after  a  flash 
)od! 

(But  the  best  was  yet  to  come, 
jr  Founder's  Day  Service  in 
emorial  Chapel  was  the 
('owning  event  of  a  glorious 
|iy  as  laughter,  tears  and 
Hritual  blessings  were  shared 
id  mingled  into  a  praise  offer- 
g  unto  our  Lord.  There  will  be 
lore  shared  about  Founder's 
ky  in  our  Children's  Home 
\fe,  so  watch  for  our  next 
jiblication. 


Dinner  on  the  grounds. 


NOTICE 

A  lady's  coat  has  been  left  at 
the  Children's  Home.  It  has 
been  here  for  several  months. 
If  this  coat  belongs  to  you, 
please  let  us  know. 


Fun  and  Family. 


Close  to  500. 


jlE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Foreign  Missions! 

PROVISION  OF  A  KNITTING  MACHINE 


Knitting  machine  being  presented  to  Dhaunra  Tanda  congregation. 

The  Free  Will  Baptists  in  India  feel  extremely  grateful  to  God 
and  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  North  Carolina  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a  knitting  machine  to  one  of  the  rural  congregations  of 
Dhaunra  Tanda.  This  was  the  request  and  desire  of  the  people  of 
this  village  congregation  comprising  of  more  than  450  members. 

The  machine  and  the  raw  material  were  bought  and  supplied  to 
the  congregation  through  the  minister  in  charge  during  the  last 
month.  Arrangement  was  made  for  training  some  young 
unemployed  boys  and  girls  who  work  on  that  machine.  I  have  had  a 
word  from  the  minister  of  the  congregation  that  much  interest  was 
taken  by  the  young  people  and  that  the  machine  is  working  suc- 
cessfully. Some  rough  wool  was  given  to  the  learners  so  that  they 
may  get  themselves  thoroughly  trained  for  yielding  the  best 
results. 

This  provision  was  made  with  a  view  that  some  people  of  the 
local  congregation  would  find  some  work  to  do  on  incentive  basis, 
and  woolen  clothes  would  be  available  to  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation at  a  much  cheaper  rate.  I  hope  that  the  project  will  be  a 
success  in  the  future. 

The  Rev.  Puttan  Masih  has  constituted  a  committee  of  seven 
members  of  his  congregation  to  be  responsible  for  this  costly  gift. 
The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has  so  kindly  decided  that  in  case 
this  project  comes  out  successful  some  more  knitting  machines  will 
be  gifted  to  some  other  congregations. 

Dr.  E.M.  Lall 
India 


Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ, 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  overwhelming  support 
through  your  prayers,  encouragement  and  gifts.  Through  you,  God 
has  raised  my  share  of  the  student  training  in  missions  budget. 
Gifts  have  come  from  as  far  away  as  Texas  or  Florida  and  as  close 
as  my  own  family. 

I  feel  that  God  will  use  me  this  summer.  As  you  pray,  pray  for 
my  travel  and  health.  Pray  for  me  to  have  the  attitude  of  a  servant 
as  Jesus  did  (Philippians  2:4-8).  Pray  for  my  daily  quiet  time,  that 
through  it  I  will  grow  in  the  Lord  this  summer. 


If  you  would  like  to  write  I 
this  summer,  my  address) 
Phil  Shepard,   P.O.  Box 
Puerto  Princesa  City,  Phil 
pines  2901. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  lettt  5 
from  me  to  help  you  pray  and  1 
let  you  know  what  God  is  doir 
send  your  name  and  addrt  i 
to:  Prayer  Letters,  c/o  Fii; 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  P.[ 
Box  549,  910  Granger  Streij, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina  27893; 

Thanks  again  for  being  pa! 
ners  with  your  Foreign  M 
sions  Board. 

PhilShepai 


THE  CHRISTIAN 
NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 
Part  IX;  Nurturing  Throu 
Recognition   and  Apprec 
tion 

We  can  nurture  teachers  a 
provide  a  climate  in  which  th 
will  be  self-motivated  by  hon< 
ing  and  thanking  them  for  th*t 
service.  Teaching  in  the  Si- 
day  school  can  be  a  md 
thankless  job.  Like  all  of  i| 
teachers  need  to  be  appreciate 
and  praised.   Teachers  wis 
know  that  their  efforts  are  £ 
preciated  by  the  church  w 
have   a   higher  morale 
greater  commitment. 

Let  me  suggest  some  wai 
you  can  express  such  appreq 
tion  and  recognition. 

First,  you  could  do  so  privai 
ly.  A  personal  word  or  noteil 
appreciation  from  a  pastor 
superintendent  means  a  lot  f 
teachers. 

Second,  you  could  plan 
dedication  service  for  the  Su| 
day  school  teachers  and  <j 
ficers  as  part  of  a  morning  w( 
ship  service.  An  appropriaj 
time  would  be  the  beginning 
the  new  Sunday  school  ye£ 
Besides  having  just  a  part 
the  service  where  the  teache 
pledge  their  commitment 
service,  include  a  spoken  pa 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Mount  Olive  College 


('YE  GOT  A  GREAT  SUMMER  WAITING  FOR  YOU  .  .  . 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
SUMMER  SPORTS 
CAMPS  1984 


Thanks  to  the  opening  of  Col- 
lie Hall,  the  athletic  depart- 
ment is  able  to  offer  an  ex- 
jnnded  summer  sports  pro- 
{|am. 

Low  cost  camps  with  a  varie- 
l)  of  learning  experiences  are 
oen  this  summer  to  young  peo- 
le  from  grade  five  to  rising 
Igh  school  seniors.  The  sports 
limps'  highlights  will  include 
jfeat  lectures,  demonstrations, 
i^-star  games,  camp  t-shirts, 

dividual  instruction,  league 
Jay,  daily  refreshments, 
wards  and  certificates. 


A  basketball  boarding  camp 
is  being  offered,  also,  along 
with  the  regular  day  camps. 
This  camp  gives  young  people 
an  opportunity  to  attend  a 
camp  if  they  don't  live  within 
commuting  distance  from  the 
college.  Rooms  will  be 
available  in  the  dorms.  Ample 
supervision,  planned  activities 
and  all  meals  will  be  provided. 

The  camps  scheduled  are: 
Baseball  Camp,  July  9-13,  $55; 
Basketball  Camp,  July  16-20, 
day  camp  $65,  boarding  camp 
$110;  and  All  Sports  Camp,  July 


30— August  3,  $55.  For  addi- 
tional information,  contact  Bob 
McEvoy,  Athletic  Director, 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365;  telephone  (919) 
658-5056. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  SUMMER  CAMPS 

APPLICATION 


1984 


Name 


Age 


Height 


Weight 


Home  Address 
Parents'  Name . 


Home  Phone 


School  Attending . 


"84  -  '85  Grade 


hereby 


authorize  Directors  at  Mount  Olive  College  Summer  Sports  Camps  to  use 
ieir  best  judgment  in  any  situation  requiring  emergency  medical  attention  and  the 
^cilities  of  Mount  Olive  Medical  Park.  I  also  certify  that  my  child  is  physically  able 
,  actively  participate  in  all  activities  of  the  camp. 


Parent  or  Guardian's  Signature 

ake  checks  out  to: 

ount  Olive  College ;  Return  by  June  30 
plan  to  attend  the  following  week(s) : 


July  9-13:  Baseball  Camp  (Cost  is  $55) 

July  16-20:  Basketball  Camp  (Cost  is  $65  for  the  day 

camp  and  $110  for  the  boarding  camp.) 

July  30— August  3:  All-Sports  Camp  (Cost  is  $55) 


T  Shirt  Size  S  M  L  XL 


Mail  Application  to: 
Bob  McEvoy 

Athletic  Office,  College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

Application  must  be  accom- 
panied by  $10.00  deposit  for 
each  week. 

Phone  658-5056 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  SINGERS  VISIT 
WITH  CONGRESSMAN  WHITLEY 


The  Mount  Olive  Singers  of  Mount  Olive  College  pause  on  the  steps  of  The 
Capitol  Building  with  Congressman  Charles  O.  Whitley  of  Mount  Olive. 

The  Singers  performed  in  Washington  at  Presidential  Park  and  the  Old  Post  Of- 
fice Building.  During  their  Washington  tour  the  Singers  received  a  VIP  Tour  of  the 
White  House  and  the  Capitol  Building. 

Pictured,  (left  to  right),  Frankie  Whaley  of  Kenansville;  Faye  Reardon  of 
Mount  Olive;  Freddie  Pierce  of  Pikeville;  Debbie  Bentley  of  Clayton;  Joni  Wood  of 
La  Grange;  Irene  Patten,  director;  Congressman  Whitley;  Earl  Worley  of 
Princeton;  Greg  Ottoway  of  Jacksonville;  Pandora  Register  of  Spivey's  Corner; 
Todd  Williamson  of  Wilson;  Kathy  Brady  of  Goldsboro;  and  Donnell  Taylor  of 
Faison. 


COMING  EVENTS 
AT  MOC 

July  913 

Baseball  Camp 

July  14  and  August  2 

Summer  Orientation  for  new  students — 

9:00  a.m.— 1:00  p.m.,  College  Hall 
July  16-20 

Basketball  Camp  (Both  Day  and  Board- 
ing Camp) 
July  30 -August  3 
All  Sports  Camp 


August  6,  7 

Ministers'  Institute  —  Henderson 
Building;  Theme:  "The  Doctrine  of 
the  Holy  Spirit" 

August  14 

Summer  Orientation  for  transfer 
students— 7:00  p.m.— 8:45  p.m., 
Room  202,  College  Hall 

August  27 

Fall  semester  begins.  Students  who 
have  not  yet  made  college  plans  still 
have  time  to  make  application.  Infor- 
mation and  application  forms  for 


both  admissions  and  financial  tL 
may  be  obtained  from  The  Adrtsl 
sions  Office,  Henderson  Buildiy 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Oliv 
North  Carolina  28365;  phone  (9/J 
658-2502. 

Endowment  of  the  Week 


LOUISE  EDGERTON 
FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  ! 


Louise  Edgerton 

u 

The  Edgerton  Endowmei 
was  established  in  1983  t. 
Louise  Edgerton  of  Pikevillj 
North  Carolina.  The  principj 
is  invested  in  College  Hall  an 
the  income  is  used  to  suppo\ 
the  general  work  of  the  Collegi 

Miss  Edgerton  has  been 
member  of  the  Mount  Olive  Co 
lege  Board  of  Trustees  sine 
1972.  She  serves  as  secretary  ( 
the  board  and  is  a  member  ( 
the  Academic  Affairs  Commi 
tee. 

A  native  of  the  Nahunta  Con, 
munity  in  Wayne  County,  she  j 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Ernes 
and  Bettie  Blalock  Edgerton. 

Her  church  membership  i 
with  Union  Grove  where  sh! 
has  taught  Sunday  school  fc 
thirty-five  years.  In  recognitio 
of  her  services,  the  adult  clas 
was  named  in  her  honor.  She  i 
also  clerk  of  the  church  and  i 
active  in  the  Woman's  Au> 
iliary  where  she  is  benevolenc 
chairman.  For  the  past  twentj 
five  years  she  has  served  a 
treasurer  of  the  building  func 
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c>  ring  which  time  a  fellowship 
hill  has  been  constructed,  the 
sictuary  renovated,  and  a 
sjeple  and  vestibule  added. 

a  graduate  of  Atlantic  Chris- 
tin  College,  Miss  Edgerton 
a  io  attended  Guilford  College 
ad  Duke  University. 

jVliss  Edgerton  is  a  retired 
tijicher,  having  taught  in  the 
pblic  schools  of  North 
Crolina  for  forty-one  years. 
I  r  schools  included  Ingold  in 
Smpson  County,  Princeton  in 
Jhnston  County,  Windsor  in 
I  rtie  County,  Wilson  in  Wilson 
Cunty,  and  Nahunta  and  Fre- 
r  Hit  in  Wayne  County.  During 
1 17-48  she  served  as  Social  Ser- 
ve Director  of  the  Free  Will 
Iiptist  Children's  Home,  Mid- 
osex. 

Since  her  retirement  in  1968, 
llss  Edgerton  has  devoted 
1  rself  to  church  and  communi- 
t  activities. 

Her  professional  and  civic 
lemberships  include  Delta 
Hppa  Gamma  (a  society  for 
tachers  which  emphasizes  ex- 
dllence  in  education),  Red 
(^•oss  Board  of  Directors, 
larm  Bureau,  Extension 
lomemakers  and  Wayne  Coun- 
1  Democratic  Women. 
'President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
^scribed  Miss  Edgerton  as 
kn  active  trustee,  a  devoted 
iend  of  Mount  Olive  College 
(id  a  loyal  Free  Will  Baptist, 
hrough  the  Edgerton  Endow- 
ment she  has  strengthened  the 
lork  of  both  the  College  and 
pr  church." 

Miss  Edgerton  has  one  sister, 
bs.  Leonard  (Patti)  Joyner, 
hose  home  is  adjacent  to  hers. 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
May,  1984 
Total  $2,312.49 


-BEMARLE 

lxlliary  Convention 

$110.00 

lion  Meeting 

11.00 

Total 

$121.00 

IPE  FEAR 

udliary  Convention 

$100.00 

•thel 

20.00 

Catalpa  Mission  20 . 00 

Eastwood  20.00 

Goldsboro,  First  20.00 

Hopewell  20.00 

Lee's  Chapel  20.00 

Powhatan  20.00 

Robert's  Grove  20.00 

Saint  Mary '  s  Grove  40 . 00 

Smithfield,  First  20.00 

Total  $320.00 
CENTRAL 

Aspen  Grove  $  20.00 

Bethany  20.00 

Black  Jack  7.25 

Daniels  Chapel  30.00 

Dilda's  Grove  30.00 

Edge  wood  45.00 

Free  Union  15.00 

Friendship  20.00 

Greenville,  First  20.00 

Grimsley  10.00 

Howell  Swamp  20.00 

Hugo  10.00 

Hull  Road  100.00 

King's  Cross  Roads  10.00 

La  Grange  20.00 

Little  Creek  50.00 

Marlboro  20.00 

Ormondsville  20.00 

Reedy  Branch  10.00 

Rocky  Mount,  First  20.00 

Rose  Hill  20.00 

Rose  of  Sharon  20.00 

Tarboro,  First  20.00 

Total  $558.75 

EASTERN 

Bethel  $  20.00 

Croatan  25.00 

Friendship  50.00 

Juniper  Chapel  20.00 

Lanier's  Chapel  20.00 

Macedonia  20.00 

Mount  Zion  (Onslow)  10.00 

Northeast  20.00 

Piney  Grove  20.00 

Russell's  Creek  5.00 

St.  Mary's  70.00 

Saints  Delight  20.00 

Smith's  New  Home  30.00 

Snow  Hill  20.00 

Sound  View  20.00 

Spring  Hope  10.00 

Union  Number  5  15 . 00 

Vanceboro,  First  25.00 

Verona  20.00 

Wardens  Grove  20.00 

Welcome  Home  50.00 

Westside  10.00 

Whaley '  s  Chapel  10.00 

Total  $530.00 

PEE  DEE 

Mount  Calvary  $100.00 

Total  $100.00 

PIEDMONT 

Highland  Pines  $  20.00 

Total  $  20.00 

WESTERN 

Auxiliary  Convention  $100.00 

Calvary  20.00 

Flood's  Chapel  20.00 

Holly  Springs  20.00 


Marsh  Swamp  20.00 

Memorial  Chapel  20.00 

Mount  Zion  (Nash)  20.00 

Northern  20.00 

Oak  Grove  20.00 

People's  Chapel  10.00 

Pine  Level  20.00 

Rock  Springs  20.00 

Sherron  Acres  40.00 

Trinity  20.00 

Union  Number  1  60.00 

Union  Grove  20.00 

Wilson,  First  5.00 

Total  $455.00 

STATE  WD3E 

Christian  Service  Fund  $187.74 

St.  Cloud,  First  ( Florida )  20.00 

Total  $297.74 


THE  AMERICAN 
FAMILY  OF  YESTERDAY 

In  the  America  of  yesterday 
you  paid  your  debts  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  went  without 
things  to  do  so. 

You  disciplined  your 
children  — but  disciplined 
yourself  first. 

You  spent  less  than  you 
earned,  and  demanded  your 
government  maintain  the  same 
standard. 

You  went  to  church,  and  took 
your  children  to  Sunday  school ; 
you  held  daily  prayers— and  no 
court  would  have  dared  to  in- 
terpose any  law  into  your 
private  religion. 

You  would  have  been  hor- 
rified at  (and  quick  to  change) 
men  in  high  places  who  made 
"deals." 

You  expected  to  prosper  only 
by  doing  a  better  and  better 
job. 

You  not  only  obeyed  the 
law— but  took  active  part  in 
government  to  see  the  laws 
were  just. 

You  "walked  softly  but  car- 
ried a  big  stick." 

And  that  was  the  character 
which  brought  this  great  coun- 
try victory  in  three  wars  in 
your  lifetime,  built  it  back  from 
a  shattering  depression,  and 
fed  and  saved  the  civilized 
world  (materially). 

Are  there  enough  of  those 
righteous  standards  left  to  do  it 
again? 

Senator  Carl  Mundt 
The  Baptist  Challenge 
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Family  Devotioi\£VHi 

SUNDAY, 
JULY  1 

Scripture  Reading— Psalms  36-39 

CONVERSION:  WHAT? 
HOW?  WHEN?  WHERE? 
A  parishioner  asked  his  pastor  to  preach  on 
the  text,  "Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become 
as  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."  The  pastor  readily  con- 
sented. He  thought,  "Let  me  see,  how  will  I 
divide  it?  Conversion:  What?  Conversion:  How? 
Conversion:  When?  Conversion:  Where?  He 
thought  of  conversion— what?  Well,  conversion 
must  be  the  turning  of  the  heart  to  God,  and  he 
elaborated  on  that.  And  then  he  came  to  conver- 
sion—how? How  is  a  man  converted?  A  little 
perplexed,  he  thought,  "Well,  let  me  see,  how 
was  I  converted?  Why,  I  don't  know.  I  think  I'll 
pass  over  that  just  now."  He  came  to  the  next 
point:  Conversion— when?  "Well,  one  may  be 
converted  as  a  child;  as  a  youth;  or,  one  may  be 
converted  in  mature  years."  But  then  the 
thought  came  constantly  to  him,  "When  was  I 
converted?  Was  I  converted  when  I  was  a  child? 
I  can't  ever  remember.  Well,  was  I  converted 
when  I  was  a  youth?  No,  I  am  sure  I  was  not,  for  I 
got  far  away  from  God  out  in  the  world.  No,  not 
as  a  youth.  Was  I  converted  when  I  came  to  more 
mature  years?  I  do  not  recall."  And  so  he  passed 
on  to  the  next  point:  Conversion— where?  It 
might  take  place  in  the  home,  in  the  church,  or  in 
the  Sunday  school,  or  out  in  the  open.  God  is 
ready  to  meet  men  wherever  they  may  be.  Then 
the  thought  came  to  him,  "Where  did  it  take 
place  with  me?  Was  I  converted  at  home?  Was  I 
converted  in  church?  Have  I  ever  been  con- 
verted?" Suddenly,  it  came  to  him  with  tremen- 
dous power,  "I  am  preaching  to  other  people, 
and  I  have  never  been  converted  myself.  I  don't 
know  when  I  was  converted.  I  don't  know  how  I 
was  converted.  I  don't  know  where  I  was  con- 
verted. /  have  never  been  converted  at  all!"  He 
preached  his  own  sermon  to  himself,  and  got  on 
his  knees  and  told  the  Lord  Jesus  that  he  would 
trust  Him  as  his  Saviour. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  life,  and  a 
new  ministry! 

MONDAY,  9 
JULY  A 

Scripture  Reading— Psalms  40-45 

"WHO  FLIES  THE  KITE?" 

A  preacher  talked  to  the  children  about  mak- 
ing and  flying  kites.  He  quoted  some  lines  about 
kite -flying.  Here  they  are: 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"  said  the  boy;  "it  is  my  joy; 

I  fly  the  kite." 
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Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"  said  the  wind;  "it  is  my  whim, 

I  fly  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"  said  the  string.  "I  am  the  thing 

That  flies  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

"I,"  said  the  tail,  "I  make  it  sail; 

I  fly  the  kite." 

Who  flies  the  kite? 

All  are  wrong;  all  are  right; 

All  fly  the  kite. 
Now,  belonging  to  a  church  or  Sunday  school(j 
like  that.  Paul  says  the  church  is  like  a  boc, 
with  hands  and  feet,  and  eyes  and  ears  and  noj, 
and  it  takes  every  one  of  these  parts,  and  moi, 
to  make  a  body.  In  the  church  there  are  apostli 
and  prophets  and  evangelists  and  pastors  al 
teachers,  and  there  is  you. 


Jesus  needs  every  one  of  us  to  do  His  wor 
and  each  must  play  his  part.  Don't  forget — all )\ 
the  kite. 

TUESDAY,  o 
JULY 

Scripture  Reading  — Psalms  46-51 

"WE'RE  ACTING  LIKE  HUMAN  FOOLS!" 
"Two  tough  old  mules  said,  'Get  this  dope, 
We're  tied  together  with  a  piece  of  rope.' 
Said  one  to  the  other,  'You  come  MY  way, 
While  I  take  a  nibble  of  that  new-mown  hay.' 
'I  won't,'  said  the  other,  'You  come  with  ME, 
I  have  some  hay  over  this  way,  you  see.' 
So  they  got  nowhere,  just  pawed  up  the  dirt, 
Pulling  each  way,  how  that  rope  did  hurt! 
Then  faced  they  about,  those  stubborn  mules, 
And  said,  'We're  acting  just  like  human  fools, 
Let's  pull  together,  I'll  go  your  way, 
Then  you  come  with  me,  and  we'll  both  eat  hay 


"So  they  ate  their  hay,  and  liked  it,  too, 
And  said,  'Let's  be  comrades,  good  and  true.' 
As  the  sun  went  down  they  were  heard  to  brat 
'Ah,  this  is  the  end  of  a  perfect  day. '  " 

WEDNESDAY,  4 
JULY 

Scripture  Reading— Psalms  52-59 

GOD  CARES  FOR  HIS  OWN 
"Mr.   Shauffler,"  said  the  Russian  An 
bassador  to  the  old-time  missionary  in  Constai 
tinople,  "I  will  say  to  you  frankly  that  m 
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iljster,  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias,  will  never 
titer  Christian  missions  to  set  their  feet  in  the 
[t'kish  Empire."  The  old  missionary  looked  at 
Hi  for  a  moment,  and  then  replied,  "Your  Ex- 
•Jlency,  my  Master,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will 
wer  ask  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  where  He 
I,y  set  His  feet."  And  he  went  on  with  his  mis- 
liti  unintimidated  by  any  agencies  working  in 
i  dark  against  him. 


face  was  a  bit  red  as  he  saw  so  many  eyes  fas- 
tened upon  him,  but  he  knelt  beside  his  berth  in 
prayer  before  he  retired.  One  of  the  businessmen 
remarked  to  the  preacher  that  it  had  been  a  long 
time  since  he  had  seen  anything  like  that,  in  fact, 
not  since  he  had  seen  his  own  mother  kneel  in 
prayer.  He  admitted  that  he  had  drifted  from  her 
teaching,  and  asked  the  preacher  to  help  him 
back  into  the  right  way. 


He  was  confident  that  the  living  God  whose 
uwas  and  whom  he  served  would  care  for  His 
m  work. 

ItflJRSDAY,  „ 
ILJLY  0 

pture  Reading -Psalms  60-66 

"THE  UNEXPECTED!" 
"I  know  not  what  may  come  today, 
Some  needy  soul  may  cross  my  way ; 
Lord,  give  me  words  of  cheer,  I  pray, 

I To  meet  the  unexpected. 
"Perhaps  some  loss  may  come  to  me, 
Some  care,  or  some  perplexity, 
Then  He  my  strength  and  stay  shall  be 
To  face  the  unexpected. 

"How  oft  within  the  trivial  round 
So  many  trying  things  are  found ; 
But  He  can  make  all  grace  abound 
For  all  the  unexpected. 


"No  matter  what  the  call  may  be, 
Or  changes  that  may  come  to  me; 
His  hand  of  love  in  all  I  see 

From  sorrows  unexpected. " 

RID  AY, 
ULY  b 

ipture  Reading- Psalms  67-71 

A  BOY'S  EXAMPLE 
Our  pastor,  Dr.  Harold  Purdy,  said  that 
me  years  ago  he  heard  a  preacher  tell  over  the 
dio  of  an  experience  he  had  on  a  Pullman.  He 
is  talking  with  two  businessmen  when  a  young 
y  got  on  the  train.  His  parents  were  with  him, 
it  they  kissed  him  good-bye  and  left  him,  and 
ey  guessed  that  the  boy  was  going  away  to 
hool.  One  could  tell  that  the  boy  was  not  ac- 
stomed  to  traveling  on  a  Pullman,  but  he 
itched  the  other  passengers  and  when  he  saw 
em  push  a  button  and  get  the  porter,  he  pushed 
s  button  and  asked  the  porter  to  make  down  his 
rth.  After  the  berth  was  ready,  the  boy  took 
wn  his  suitcase  and  took  out  a  Bible.  He  sat  on 
e  edge  of  his  berth  and  read  from  the  Bible.  His 


The  preacher  said  he  was  able  to  lead  both  of 
those  businessmen  to  the  Lord,  then  added  that 
he  was  not  the  one  who  had  done  this;  but  that 
boy  who  was  not  ashamed  to  kneel  in  prayer 
there  on  the  train  had  really  led  them  to  Christ. 

SATURDAY,  _ 
JULY  4 

Scripture  Reading  — Psalms  72-77 

TELL  ME  THY  SECRET 

How  we  spiritually  face  life  determines,  in  a 
marked  way,  what  life  will  bring  us.  We  must 
decide  to  make  the  best  of  harsh  realities. 

There  are  two  interesting  memorials  in 
Edinburgh.  One  is  a  statue  of  Livingstone.  Look- 
ing at  it,  one  is  reminded  that  when  the  odds 
were  all  against  him,  Livingstone  kept  noble  and 
strong,  brave  and  true.  And  then  there  is  that 
remarkable  memorial  to  Walter  Scott.  Facing 
the  very  difficulties  that  he  had  planned  to  avoid, 
Scott,  nevertheless,  did  not  lose  heart.  He  was  of 
good  cheer.  What  a  great  soul  he  was ! 

There  is  nothing  more  important  for  us  than 
to  face  life  as  Christ  faced  it.  But  we  can  do  this 
only  when  we  have  the  same  divine  spirit  that 
swept  Him  to  victory— even  on  Calvary!  He  real- 
ly knew  how  to  face  life,  and  we  are  able  to  meet 
it  in  the  same  way  when  He  possesses  our  very 
souls. 


Tell  me  thy  secret;  help  me  bear 
The  strain  of  toil,  the  fret  of  care, 
In  hope  that  sends  a  shining  ray 
Far  down  the  future's  broadening  way; 
In  peace  that  only  Thou  canst  give, 
With  Thee,  O  Master,  let  me  live. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Boys  and  girls  wanting  registration  forms 
for  Youth  Frontier  Conference/AFC  Week 
should  contact  the  Rev.  Doug  Skinner  by  writing 
to  him  at  Box  117,  Arapahoe,  NC  28510,  or  by  call- 
ing him  at  (919)  249-1484.  AFC  Week  will  be  held 
at  Cragmont  July  9-14,  and  is  for  young  people 
8-12  years  old. 
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Sunday  School  LessoiT 


For  July  1 

SOWING  SEEDS 
OF  DESTRUCTION 

Lesson  Text:  1  Kings  9:1-7;  11: 
9-12 

Memory  Verse:  1  Kings  9:6 

David,  the  father  of  Solomon, 
had  become  king  of  Israel  only 
after  years  of  struggle.  When 
we  first  learn  of  him,  he  was  a 
simple  shepherd,  of  humble 
parentage.  Later,  David  was  to 
receive  the  ridicule  of  his  eldest 
brother  when  he  manifested  an 
interest  in  the  warfare  between 
the  Philistines  and  Israel.  In 
spite  of  this,  he  entered  into  the 
conflict,  killed  Goliath,  and  at- 
tained many  other  notable  vic- 
tories for  Israel.  But  even  his 
successes  caused  him  great  dif- 
ficulty, for  King  Saul  became 
insanely  jealous  of  this  popular 
young  hero  and  sought  to  kill 
him.  For  years  David  was  a 
fugitive  and  had  to  sustain 
himself  as  best  he  could.  Thus 
was  his  path  to  the  throne 
fraught  with  danger  every  step 
of  the  way.  Solomon,  on  the 
other  hand,  although  con- 
fronted by  a  degree  of  opposi- 
tion, actually  received  the 
kingdom  from  the  hand  of  his 
father  with  little  effort  on  his 
own  part. 

The  adversity  that  David  en- 
countered taught  him  many 
valuable  lessons.  In  the  first 
place,  having  known  the  mean- 
ing of  toil  at  first  hand,  he  could 
sympathize  with  the  humble 
folk  of  his  nation.  He  knew  their 
problems  and  could  share  their 
anxieties.  Again,  since  he  found 
it  necessary  to  depend  upon  the 
services  of  faithful  associates, 
he  learned  to  appreciate  others. 
He  became  grateful  for  each 
act  of  kindness  shown  to  him 
and  he,  in  turn,  learned  to  be 
kind.  He  knew  the  value  of  true 
friendship.  Beyond  this,  he  was 
led  to  recognize  the  value  of 
good  things  that  came  into  his 
life.  They  had  not  come  easily, 


and  they  were  not  lightly 
esteemed.  Most  important  of 
all,  he  had  learned  to  rely  upon 
God  wholeheartedly. 

These  experiences  of  adversi- 
ty were  lacking  in  Solomon's 
qualifications  for  the  kingdom. 
The  young  king  was  likely 
sound  of  health  and  handsome 
of  appearance,  for  both  his 
mother  and  his  father  were 
noted  for  their  beauty.  The 
material  advantages  that  were 
his  as  the  king's  son  go  without 
saying.  He  had  no  struggle 
against  poverty. 

In  mentality  Solomon  seems 
to  have  been  well  qualified, 
even  before  the  special  gift  of 
wisdom  given  to  him  when  he 
prayed  for  God's  guidance.  The 
extent  of  his  religious  heritage 
we  cannot  adequately  measure. 
We  know  that  he  did  look  to  God 
for  help  when  he  became  king, 
and  other  incidents  in  his  life  in- 
dicate that  he  was  devout  by 
nature.  But  his  life  was  never 
subjected  to  the  tempering  pro- 
cessess  that  had  tested  and 
strengthened  the  character  of 
David.  Perhaps  the  way  of 
Solomon  was  a  bit  too  easy.  It 
could  well  be  that  the  absence 
of  a  period  of  great  adversity 
and  testing  was  the  greatest 
handicap  of  King  Solomon's 
life. 

In  the  declining  years  of 
David,  peace  prevailed  be- 
tween Israel  and  her  neighbors. 
All  of  the  nations  bordering 
upon  the  kingdom  had  either 
become  subject  nations,  or  else 
had  negotiated  treaties  of 
peace.  A  high  degree  of  securi- 
ty was  realized.  However,  the 
strife  within  his  own  family 
continued  until  his  death  and 
even  afterward. 

Amnon,  the  oldest  son  of 
David,  had  been  killed  by  his 
brother  Absalom.  The  latter, 
because  of  his  rebellion  against 
David,  was  slain  by  Joab. 
Chileab,  David's  second-born 
son,  seems  to  have  died  before 
his  father.  This  left  Adonijah  as 
the    oldest   surviving  son 


(2  Samuel  3:2-4).  It  vfl 
David's  intention  that  Solornj  ( 
the  son  of  Bathsheba,  shoij 
become  the  next  king  (1  KirSj 
1:13).  However,  in  David's  <|( 
age  Adonijah  attempted  i 
seize  the  throne.  Perhaps  M 
thought  that  the  crown  ought i 
be  his,  as  heir-apparei1. 
However,  in  Israel,  neither  m 
nor  custom  required  this. 

The  rapidly  weakening  Davl 
made  arrangements  for  Zad; 
the  priest  and  Nathan  t|i 
prophet  to  anoint  Solomon  kir'j 
thus  thwarting  Adonijah's  plat 
Solomon  promised  that  Adoi. 
jah  would  not  be  harmed  if  'i 
proved  worthy  of  trust.  B'; 
when  Adonijah  made  a  secoii 
attempt  to  deprive  Solomon 
the  throne,  Solomon  had  nil, 
put  to  death  (1  Kings  1:28-5) 
2:13-25).  Thus  was  Solomu 
established  as  king. 

In  the  years  that  followe 
Solomon's  wisdom,  fame,  ai 
wealth  increased,  so  that  ] 
became  the  dominate  figure 
the  Middle  East.  It  was  durii 
this  time  that  he  undertook  h 
tremendous  building  project 
especially  the  temple. 


Our  Father,  help  us  to  tui} 
from  every  evil  deed  ar< 
thought  that  we  may  devof 
ourselves  to  true  worship  ar; 
worthy  service.  We  confes, 
Lord,  that  we  are  often  allure 
by  the  popular  opinions  ar 
moods  of  our  era.  Forgive  u 
our  God,  and  help  us  see  thinf 
clearly  in  the  light  of  the  w* 
and  the  way  of  the  Son  of  Tr 
love.  In  His  name  we  pra; 
Amen. — Standard  Lesson  Com 
mentary 


NOTICE 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Pre 
Foundation,  Inc.  and  its  ar« 
bookstores  will  be  closed  Jui 
29,  1984,  for  inventory.  Th< 
will  also  be  closed  July  4,  19* 
for  Independence  Day. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
I  While  ministers  and  laymen  "pledge"  support  of  our 
Jienominational  enterprises  by  acceptance  of  our  church  cove- 
nant, that  support  is  often  lopsided  or  token  at  best.  Atten- 
dance at  denominational  events  is  often  embarrassing.  (For 
Lxample,  attendance  at  a  recent  Press  event  brought  out  four 
ministers  for  a  total  of  60  Free  Will  Baptists.  Imagine  such  a 
crowd  inside  College  Hall.  Were  we  ever  thankful  for  the  90-100 
folks  from  other  denominations  who  joined  us !  And  when  two 
[Evangelism  Explosion  clinicians  conducted  the  recent 
Evangelism  Conference  for  the  Home  Missions  Board,  atten- 
dance averaged  25.) 

There  is  also  a  problem  with  compromise.  I  often  wonder 
why  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  a  member  of  some  clubs  than  it  is 
to  be  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister.  The  time  was  when 
ministers  were  expected  to  follow  certain  moral  codes.  These 
.standards  were  scriptural,  set,  and  constant.  Too  often  this  is 
not  the  case  today.  And  God  will  not  honor  us  if  we  permit  such 
to  continue!  Being  Free  Will  Baptist  does  not  mean  we  have 
jthe  free  will  to  do  whatever  we  please.  God  forbid! 

The  Dixie  Melody  Boys  have  a  current  hit  that  pretty 
much  describes  things  as  they  are.  The  title?  "Too  Much 
Thunder."  Yes,  we  have  become  a  people  characterized  by 
i"too  much  thunder,  not  enough  rain;  too  many  programs,  not 
enough  praise." 

(I  am  no  longer  impressed  when  I  hear  the  rumbling  of 
thunder.  You  see,  I  remember  Mark  Twain's  words: 
^'Thunder  is  impressive,  but  it  is  lightning  that  does  all  the 
work!") 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

They  are  proud  of  the  prog- 
:ss  that  has  been  made  at 
Ing's  Cross  Roads  Free  Will 
iptist  Church;  however,  they 
'did  their  faith  and  hope,  not 
:l  a  fancy  building  or  what 
'oups  they  have  at  the  church 
!  the  organizations  they  sup- 
Irt,  but  they  put  their  faith 

Id  hope  on  Jesus  Christ. 

r—  - 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

j      (Continued  from  Page  8) 

here  the  people  pledge  their 
111  support  to  the  teachers. 
Iter  the  service  you  could 
pe  a  dinner  or  reception  in 
eir  honor. 

Third,  for  a  teacher  who  has 
fven  distinguished  service  to 
e  Sunday  school,  you  could 
Resent  an  award,  plaque,  or 
irtificate  of  appreciation  and 
jrvice.  You  could  even  have 
li  appreciation  dinner  for  him 
j  her.  This  is  a  way  of  saying, 
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"Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant." 

Fourth,  when  teachers  have 
participated  in  training  pro- 
grams, recognize  them.  Give 
sincere  praise  for  their  desire 
to  improve  themselves. 
Recognize  them  during  the 
worship  service,  through  ar- 
ticles in  the  church  newsletter 
or  in  the  local  paper  or  in  The 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

When  recognition  and  ap- 
preciation are  present,  the 
chances  of  the  positive  motiva- 
tion of  teachers  will  be  much 
greater. 


RESOLUTION  OF  RESPECT 

Whereas,  our  Heavenly 
Father,  in  His  infinite  wisdom, 
saw  fit  to  call  from  our  midst  on 
November  7,  1983,  Jane  Boyd 
Radcliff  (Aunt  Jane  to 
everyone  who  knew  her),  a 
faithful  and  lifetime  member  of 
Free  Union  Church  and  the 


Woman's  Auxiliary,  Pinetown, 
North  Carolina. 

Those  of  us  who  knew  and 
loved  her  dearly  are  saddened 
by  her  passing.  We  realized  and 
recognized  her  great  love  for 
her  home,  her  family,  church, 
her  many  friends,  and  most  im- 
portant of  all,  her  love  for  God. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that 
we  express  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  her  family,  for  the  ex- 
ample she  set  before  them,  and 
that  it  will  not  only  be 
remembered  and  cherished  by 
them,  but  by  everyone  whose 
lives  she  may  have  touched, 
that  we  always  remember  her, 
and  the  life  she  lived,  as  found 
in  Proverbs  31:28:  "Her 
children  arise  up,  and  call  her 
blessed,  her  husband  also,  and 
he  praiseth  her." 

We  sincerely  request  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  as  well 
as  the  following  poem,  written 
for  her  and  used  in  her  eulogy, 
be  sent  to  her  church,  her  fami- 
ly, The  Free  Will  Baptist  paper, 
to  the  Washington  Daily  News, 
and  be  duly  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary. 

Respectfully  submitted 
by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Mrs.  Earl  Wilson,  Secretary 


Mrs.  Jane  B.  Radcliff 

She  was  a  mother  to  many  chil- 
dren, 

She  was  both  doctor  and  nurse 
to  even  more. 

You  were  never  so  much  a 
stranger  to  be  left  outside  her 
door,  because  she,  like  her 
Saviour,  gave  more  and 
more! 

She  now  at  last  has  made  it  to 
yonder  shore,  taken  by  the 
angels  to  rest  with  her 
Saviour  forever  more ! 

She  will  be  missed,  but  this 
is  sure— 

If  we  know  her  Saviour,  she 
will  be  waiting  to  greet  us 
just  inside  Heaven's  door. 

The  Rev.  Bobby  Brown 
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From  the  Country  Christian  artists  who 
brought  you  two  Number  One  songs,  "Antioch 
Church  Choir"  and  "Good  Ole  Boys,"  comes 
the  new  release  "Too  Much  Thunder"  (Not 
Enough  Rain)." 


Available  through 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
and  Its  Branch  Bookstores 
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Revival  Alters  Lives  I 

The  black-robed  minister  of  God  knelt  in  prayer.  He  wal 
burdened  for  the  souls  of  the  1,100  citizens  who  lived  in  his  Hi 
tie  Massachusetts  village.  There  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  tha 
many  were  afflicted  with  the  deadly  spiritual  disease  of  th 
day.  Little  did  this  minister  know  that  this  day  in  1734  woul 
mark  the  birth  of  the  most  notable  revival  of  religion  Amerio 
has  ever  experienced.  Nothing  like  it  had  happened  before 
Such  an  occurrence  has  not  taken  place  since. 

The  conditions  that  sent  Jonathan  Edwards  to  his  knee 
that  day  must  have  seemed  black  indeed.  The  God-fearin| 
generation  that  had  settled  America  was  gone.  The  generation 
that  followed  them  seemed  to  have  forgotten  God.  This  wai 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  immorality,  debauchery,  and  self 
interest  ruled  the  land.  There  were  very  few  who  really  con 
cerned  themselves  with  the  hereafter;  even  those  who  "heU 
on  to"  the  external  religious  practices  did  so  half-heartedly. 

Edwards  set  about  to  dash  the  people's  hope  of  salvatioi 
by  works.  They  were  made  to  see  that  God  had  not  called  their 
to  do  anything  before  they  came  to  Christ  by  faith:  "All  theii 
precious  works  were  unacceptable  in  His  sight."  He  continued 
his  theological  discourse  with  the  announcement  that  then 
was  nothing  for  them  to  do  but  to  throw  themselves  at  the  mer 
cy  of  God,  who  showed  His  love  for  them  when  He  gave  His  Son 
to  die  on  the  Cross. 

But  Edwards  did  not  stop  there.  He  relentlessly  "called 
the  roll  of  the  town's  sins.  'How  many  wickednesses  art 
there?'  he  asked,  and  then  answered:  'irreverence  in  God's 
house,  disregard  of  the  Sabbath,  neglect  of  family  prayer, 
disobedience  to  parents,  quarreling,  greediness,  sensuality, 
hatred  of  one's  neighbors.'  Every  secret  sin  was  held  up  for  alii 
to  see." 

His  words  were  used  by  the  Spirit  and  they  cut  deeply.! 
People  found  it  impossible  to  sleep,  especially  on  Sunday 
nights.  Conversations  ensued  the  next  day  about  the  upheaval 
in  the  pulpit. 

Writing  in  his  Narratives  of  Surprising  Conversions  Ed-I 
wards  related,  "A  great  and  earnest  concern  about  the  great! 
things  of  religion  and  the  eternal  world  became  universal  in! 
all  parts  of  town,  and  among  persons  of  all  degrees  and  all! 
ages ;  the  noise  among  the  dry  bones  waxed  louder  and  louder; 
all  other  talk  about  spiritual  and  eternal  things  was  soon 
thrown  by." 

The  revival  that  began  that  December  caused  people  to;' 
close  up  businesses;  assemblies  became  "alive  in  God's  ser- 
vice." People  listened  intently  to  God's  Word— it  was  as 
though  they  were  drinking  in  Edwards'  words. 

I  do  not  have  to  tell  you  of  my  admiration  for  Edwards  or 
of  my  love  for  his  sermons.  But  I  would  like  to  point  out  a  few 
things:  America  is  in  need  of  revival— the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  is  in  need  of  revival.  It  is  time  that  we  stop 
talking  and  pray;  we  need  to  stop  talking  about  others  and 
start  praying  for  them. 

May  God  raise  up  men  as  of  old  who  are  willing  to  lead 
others  to  Christ. 
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Statue  of  Liberty 

by  Neil  Enloe 

In  New  York  harbor  stands  a  lady,  with  a  torch  raised  to  the  sky; 
And  all  who  see  her,  know  she  stands  for  liberty  for  you  and  me. 
I'm  so  proud  to  be  called  an  American, 
To  be  named  with  the  brave  and  the  free; 
I  will  honor  our  flag,  and  our  trust  in  God, 
And  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 

On  lonely  Golgotha  stood  a  Cross  with  my  Lord  raised  to  the  sky; 

And  all  who  kneel  there  live  forever  as  all  the  saved  can  testify. 

I'm  so  glad  to  be  called  a  Christian, 

To  be  named  with  the  ransomed  and  whole; 

As  the  statue  liberates  the  citizen, 

So  the  Cross  liberates  the  soul. 

Oh  the  Cross  is  my  Statue  of  Liberty, 
It  was  there  that  my  soul  was  set  free; 
Unashamed  I'll  proclaim  that  a  rugged  Cross, 
Is  my  Statue  of  Liberty. 
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I  WAS  IMPRESSED 


I  was  impressed  with  what  I  saw  and  ex- 
perienced at  the  1984  Free  Will  Baptist  State 
Youth  Convention  held  at  Mount  Olive  College 
the  weekend  of  May  18-20. 

1.  Six-hundred  young  people,  along  with 
youth  leaders  from  their  churches,  parti- 
cipated in  this  event.  Three-hundred  of 
them  stayed  overnight  on  the  College 
campus.  Every  bed  was  filled,  as  was  the 
Southern  Belle  Motel  in  Mount  Olive. 
Additional  young  people  commuted  from 
motels  in  Goldsboro. 

2.  These  young  people  came  from  approxi- 
mately 50  churches. 

3.  During  the  weekend  the  College  Food 
Service  served  1,285  meals. 

But  my  impression  was  more  than  with 
numbers.  It  was  the  inspiration  of  seeing  this 
many  young  people  come  together  for  ex- 
periences of  Christian  fellowship,  study,  wor- 
ship, recreation  and  the  sharing  of  their  talents. 
There  was  a  sense  of  growth  and  vitality  that 
characterized  the  weekend.  As  I  observed  these 
young  people  in  their  various  activities  I  felt  that 
I  was  on  the  frontier  of  growth.  I  saw  here  the 
hope  and  promise  of  a  better  church  for  tomor- 
row. I  saw  young  people  with  talent  and  commit- 
ment to  the  Christian  faith  and  to  the  work  of  our 
Church. 

They  were  an  orderly  and  clean  looking 
group.  Their  faces  were  bright  and  their  steps 
were  brisk. 

On  Sunday  morning  when  they  filled 
Rodgers  Chapel  to  overflowing  there  was  a  sense 
of  spiritual  expectancy,  and  when  the  service 

4 


had  ended  there  was  a  feeling  of  sadness  that  g 
Convention  had  come  to  an  end. 

One  of  the  deepest  impressions  of  1 
weekend  was  the  large  number  of  counselors  s| 
youth  leaders  who  came  with  these  young  pi 
pie.  In  some  cases  there  were  parents  who  cal 
to  share  the  experiences  of  the  Convention  wl 
their  children,  and  in  other  cases  there  wl 
leaders  trying  to  keep  up  with  an  entire  bus  lcl 
of  youngsters  whose  hearts  overflowed  with  scl 
and  enthusiasm. 

Behind  the  well-planned  program  and  eveti 
of  the  weekend  was  the  hard  work  of  the  Stl 
Youth  Committee  headed  by  Miss  Becky 
Sumner,  state  youth  chairman.  It  was  clea 
evident  that  many  hours,  days  and  weeks  h 
gone  into  thinking  through  and  planning  eva 
detail  for  the  entire  program. 

Beyond  the  impressions  I  reviewed  was  i 
vision  I  saw  of  what  could  happen  if  all  of  c*i 
churches,  not  just  50  of  them,  could  catch  11 
spirit  of  what  was  taking  place  in  the  lives  I 
these  young  people.  Instead  of  600  young  peoi 
at  the  Convention,  there  could  be  2,000  or  moJ 

I  am  convinced  that  God  has  given  Origin 
Free  Will  Baptists  some  of  the  finest  young  pu 
pie  in  the  world,  and  if  we  will  nourish  th| 
spiritual  growth,  challenge  them  to  develop  all 
the  talents  with  which  they  are  endowed,  al 
provide  for  them  constructive  channels  of  Chrl 
tian  service,  we  need  not  fear  what  will  be  tl 
future  of  our  church. 

There  was  enough  talent  in  the  600  youj 
people  and  enough  commitment  in  the  pareij 
and  leaders  who  came  with  them  to  transfoil 
the  life  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  Presidi 
Mount  Olive  Com 
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cenes  from  Gospel  Music  Extravaganza 

Saturday,  June  16,  1984 

College  Hall 
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a=JEir  imp  inr  mr  inr  in 

J   June  22,  1984 

Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
1   Route  3,  Box  294 

Ay  den,  North  Carolina  28513 

3  Mr.  Cliff  Gray 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

P.O.  Box  158 
□   Ay  den,  North  Carolina  28513 

Dear  Mr.  Gray: 

□ 

The  YFA  at  Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Aydell 
would  like  to  thank  you  for  what  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Pres 
|   did  on  June  16,  1984. 

As  Free  Will  Baptists  we  should  be  proud  of  our  Press  L 
=j  Ay  den.  We  are  so  glad  that  the  Press  had  the  Gospel  Sing  a| 

College  Hall ;  it  had  a  threefold  effect  or  would  have  if  the  FreJ 
J  Will  Baptist  people  had  supported  the  sing  as  they  should:  1.  II 

would  have  helped  the  Press.  2.  People  who  had  not  had  ;| 

chance  to  see  College  Hall  could  have  done  so.  3.  The  mai]| 
:  thing  was  that  the  sing  presented  Jesus  Christ.  We  can  trul; 
=   say  that  our  YFA  was  really  blessed  by  the  singing.  We  feel  wi 

came  away  more  determined  to  serve  Jesus. 

□ 

We  are  really  sorry  the  Press  had  no  more  support  thai 
they  did.  So  many  pastors  never  even  mentioned  Open  Hous' 
=j  at  the  Press  nor  the  Gospel  Sing  at  College  Hall.  How  car 
1  anything  we  have  stand  without  the  support  of  our  people? 

3        May  God  bless  you  as  you  endeavor  to  lead  the  Press  into: 
a  brighter  future  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
n  Elm  Grove  YFA 

1  mr         inr-         inr=  mi —       mr==nni  ini==im  mi=tl 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  AND  PROCEDURES 

In  its  1983  session,  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention,! 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  adopted  the  following  recommendatii 
from  the  Executive  Committee.  This  recommendation  conceijj 
the  Resolutions  Committee  and  is  the  procedure  by  which  we  m  i 
operate  this  year. 

1.  The  president  is  to  appoint  and  announce  prior  to  the  Convention? 
through  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

2.  If  at  all  possible  all  resolutions  are  to  be  submitted  in  writing  to  th(, 
chairman  of  the  committee  by  September  1. 

3.  The  Resolutions  Committee  may  bring  its  own  resolutions,  edit  o\ 
change  any  resolutions  submitted  to  it,  or  choose  not  to  present  in  its  repor 
any  submitted  resolution. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  for  the  1984  session  will  be  i 
follows:  Lt.  Col.  J.  B.  Narron,  chairman;  the  Revs.  Billy  Hard< 
William  Dale ;  James  Evans ;  and  Leonard  Woodall  Jr. 

Any  resolutions  to  be  brought  to  the  1984  session  should  I 
mailed  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  Chairman,  Free  Will  Bapt 
State  Convention  Headquarters,  P.O.  Box  38,  Ayden,  Noil 
Carolina  28513. 
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REVIVAL  TIME 


JlV  16-20 


Mrs.  Thelma  Jackson 
Receives  Award 


ilin  Grove  Church,  Beaufort 
ounty,  one  mile  southeast  of 
urora,  turn  off  Highway  33, 
a  rural  road  1002 
Time:  8  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Heath, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis,  pas- 
tor 


i  » idow  Multiplies  Her  Talent 
w  the  Work  of  the  Lord 


(rs.  Helen  Hill  with  the  missions 

t  year  the  people  at  Hull 
:lad  Church,  near  Snow  Hill, 
ijre  told  by  the  missionaries  in 
p  denomination  and  the  mis- 
i«is  director  that  they  were  in 
ed  of  a  new  building  in  the 
jiilippines  to  carry  on  the 
prk  there.  So  a  widow,  Mrs. 
jlen  Hill,  said:  "What  can  we 
I  to  help?"  She  returned  to 
mi  several  times,  collected 
aterials  such  as  filler,  thread 
id  lining,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
e  had  cut  dolls  of  scraps  and 
ade  a  beautiful  quilt.  When 
e  quilt  was  finished,  the 
dies  from  Hull  Road  Church 
id  tickets  made  and  collected 
53  for  the  new  building  in  the 
lilippines.  The  winner  of  the 
lilt  was  Mrs.  Sib  Tripp  of 
irmville. 

The  money  collected  from 
e  quilt  was  then  given  to  the 
iv.  Harold  Jones,  the  director 
Foreign  Missions.  He  ex- 
essed  his  thanks  and  said  he 
shed  more  people  would  use 
eir  talents  for  this  worthy 
use. 


Mrs.  Thelma  Jackson 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Robert's  Grove  Church,  near 
Dunn,  presented  the  Life 
Membership  Award,  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Pin,  and  a  plaque 
to  Mrs.  Thelma  Jackson  in 
recognition  of  her  service  to  the 
Auxiliary  for  fifteen  years  as 
president.  During  her  tenure, 
she  led  the  Auxiliary  in 
reaching  A-l  status  several 
years. 

She  set  a  good  example  for 
the  members  through  her 
dedication  and  loving  service  to 
God.  The  members  of  Robert's 
Grove  are  proud  to  have  Mrs. 
Jackson  receive  these  well 
deserved  honors. 

Mrs.  Brenda  Tyndall,  incom- 
ing president,  made  the  presen- 
tation. 

THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

Part  X:  Nurturing  Through 
Promotion  and  Prayer 

Promoting  the  Sunday  school 
to  the  whole  church  is  another 
important  way  we  can  help 
create  a  motivational  climate 
for  teachers.  The  people  need  to 
be  constantly  reminded  of  how 
important  the  Sunday  school  is 
to  the  life  and  work  of  the 
church.  This  will  help  everyone 
to  realize  what  a  valuable  ser- 
vice teachers  are  providing. 

As  a  superintendent,  you 
could  use  the  church  bulletin, 
newsletter,  and  the  various 
church  meetings  to  keep  the 


people  informed  about  the  pro- 
grams, progress,  and  needs  of 
the  Sunday  school.  Take  advan- 
tage of  every  opportunity  to 
bring  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
school  to  the  attention  of  the 
church. 

Pastors  need  to  promote  the 
Sunday  school,  also.  You  can 
preach  from  time  to  time  on  the 
importance  of  Christian  educa- 
tion and  the  Sunday  school. 
There  are  many  appropriate 
times  during  the  year  for  such 
sermons.  Every  fifth  Sunday  is 
Mount  Olive  College  Sunday. 
The  months  of  February  and 
July  have  been  designated  by 
the  State  Convention  as  Chris- 
tian Education  Months.  Why 
not  have  a  series  of  sermons  on 
Christian  education  during  one 
of  these  months?  The  begin- 
ning of  the  new  Sunday  school 
year  would  be  another  time. 
You  could  have  a  teacher 
dedication  service  during  the 
morning  service.  If  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  school  is  important 
to  you— the  pastor— it  is  much 
more  likely  to  be  important  to 
the  people. 

The  purpose  of  such  promo- 
tion is  to  remind  the  people  that 
the  Sunday  school  is  a  vital  part 
of  the  church  which  deserves 
their  support.  Can  you  imagine 
what  a  difference  it  would 
make  in  teacher  morale  if 
teachers  knew  that  the  whole 
church  saw  the  importance  of 
their  work  and  fully  supported 
them? 

Now  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant ways  we  can  nurture 
teachers  is  through  in- 
tercessory prayer.  When  is  the 
last  time  you  prayed  for  your 
teachers?  Keep  a  list  of  the 
names  of  your  teachers  in  a 
place  where  you  will  often  see 
it,  and  each  day  pray  for  every 
teacher  on  that  list.  Pray  for 
them  when  the  whole  Sunday 
school  is  assembled  and  during 
the  worship  services  of  the 
church.  Perhaps  you  know  how 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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A  SENIOR  COLLEGE  FOR 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Four- Year  Program  Begins  August  1,  1984 


PURPOSE 

"To  establish,  maintain  and  operate  a  fc 
year  college  for  the  Christian  education  of  n 
and  women"  (Charter). 

BACCALAUREATE  DEGREE  MAJORS 

(A.B.,  B.S.,  B.A.S.) 

Accounting 

Business  Administration 
Church  Ministries 
Liberal  Arts  (Including  English,  Social  Stud 

and  Pre-professional) 
Recreation  Administration 
Religion 

TWO-TERM  PROGRAMS 

(Terminal  and  Transfer) 
Accounting,  Agriculture,  Biology,  Busiiu 
Administration,  Chemistry,  Education,  Englii 
Music  Education  (Vocal),  Music  Education 
strumental),  Art,  Geography,  History,  Joi" 
nalism,  Mathematics,  Natural  Science,  P 
Nursing,  Physical  Science,  Political  Scienti 
Pre-dentistry,  Pre-engineering,  Pre-law,  P:| 
medicine,   Psychology,   Secretarial  Scient, 
Spanish  and  Religion.  I 


1ZL 

Asheville 


Winston-Salem 


r=i  *    LlfJ fl3l  Greensboro 

B  ,@B  0  H 

0  Hi9h  P0int 

m  e  B  a  B 

IHJ       [30]  LlU[M]  Charlotte 


L- '[32JH  Raleigh 


Mount  Olive  College 


Location  of  the  38 
private  colleges  of 
North  Carolina 


Legend 
■  Two-Year 
□  Four-Year 


Fayetteville 


Wilmington 


LOCATION 

Mount  Olive  College  is  located  in  the  population  center  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of 
Carolina.  It  is  also  well  situated  to  provide  Christian  higher  education  for  people  throughout  tl 
Coastal  Plain  section  of  the  State.  There  is  no  other  church-related  college  between  Mount  Olive 
the  Atlantic,  a  distance  of  75  miles. 

Fall  semester  begins  August  28.  For  information  on  admissions  and  financial  aid  write,  call  I 
visit:  The  Admissions  Office,  Henderson  Building,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolii 
28365.  Telephone  919/658-2502. 
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Four- Year  Program  (Part  I) 

BEGINNING  AGAIN  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 


The  Rev.  D.  W.  Hansley,  first  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
'  stees  of  Mount  Olive  College,  with  portrait  of  the  late 
i  yd  Vernon,  first  president  of  the  College  (1952-5^). 

When  I  accepted  the  presidency  of  Mount 
ve  College  in  July,  1954, 1  knew  that  beginning 
d  developing  a  program  of  higher  education 
•  Free  Will  Baptists  would  be  an  awesome 
pponsibility. 

Beginning 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  David  W. 
insley,  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention 
cured  a  charter  for  the  College  in  1951.  During 
p  1952-53  academic  year,  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Ver- 
p,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  A.  B. 
handler,  held  classes  at  Cragmont  Assembly. 
[ie  opening  enrollment  of  six  students,  only  two 
whom  finished  the  year,  hardly  justified  the 
ven-hundred  mile  round  trip  Mr.  Vernon  and 
r.  Chandler  had  to  travel  each  week  from  their 
urches  in  the  east  to  the  college  in  the  west, 
it  against  both  indifference  and  subtle  opposi- 
}n,  a  beginning  had  been  made. 

In  the  summer  of  1953,  Mr.  Vernon,  a  native 
Mount  Olive,  reported  to  the  Board  of  Chris- 
m  Education,  that  the  Mount  Olive  Elemen- 
ry  School  building  was  for  sale.  Constructed 
iring  the  first  decade  of  this  century,  the 
lilding  had  been  abandoned  by  the  public 
hool  system  and  was  in  a  poor  state  of  repair. 
Ith  $6.17  in  the  treasury  of  the  College,  Mr. 
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Hansley  negotiated  a  price  of  $25,000  for  the 
property  and  recommended  its  purchase  to  the 
1953  session  of  the  State  Convention. 

As  president  of  the  Convention,  which  met  at 
Marsh  Swamp  Church  in  Wilson  County,  Mr. 
Vernon  did  a  skillful  job  of  keeping  a  heated 
debate  within  the  bounds  of  parliamentary 
decorum.  Four  shadows  loomed  in  the 
background:  (1)  The  financial  failure  of  Eureka 
College  in  Ay  den  a  generation  earlier;  (2)  the 
covert  opposition  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  Col- 
lege in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  many  of  its 
North  Carolina  alumni;  (3)  an  indifference 
toward  education;  and  (4)  the  question  as  to 
whether  Free  Will  Baptists  had  the  leadership 
and  resources  for  a  program  of  higher  education. 

I  joined  the  narrow  majority  of  five  who 
voted  to  relocate  the  College  in  Mount  Olive,  and 
the  next  day  I  went  to  see  the  property.  The 
scene  my  wife  and  I  saw  as  we  walked  through 
the  building  is  still  vivid  in  my  mind:  fallen 
plaster,  sagging  doors,  debris  everywhere, 
cracked  blackboards,  broken  windows,  evidence 
of  a  leaking  roof,  the  old  table  in  the  "soup 
kitchen,"  an  empty  boiler  room  and  unkept 
grounds. 

During  the  fall  of  1953,  essential  repairs  were 
made  to  the  building  and  one  room  was  equipped 
with  a  gas  heater  so  Mr.  Vernon  could  continue 
with  his  Bible  classes.  In  the  spring  of  1954,  the 
Rev.  James  A.  Evans  was  appointed  Director  of 
Public  Relations  and  courageously  began  the 
recruitment  of  students  and  a  fund-raising  cam- 
paign. 

It  was  on  a  hot  afternoon  in  July  when  Mr. 
Hansley,  chairman  of  the  College  Board,  came  to 
the  parsonage  of  Hull  Road  Church,  near  Snow 
Hill,  where  I  was  pastor.  He  said  the  Board  had 
sent  him  to  ask  if  I  would  accept  the  presidency 
of  the  College. 

He  explained  that  a  decision  was  needed  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  first  collegiate  level  classes 
were  scheduled  to  begin  in  September.  Some 
contracts,  he  said,  had  been  made  with  prospec- 
tive faculty  members  but  no  contracts  had  been 
signed.  Recruitment  of  students  was  stalled  until 
assurance  could  be  given  regarding  the  transfer 
of  credits  to  senior  colleges.  Renovation  of  the 
building  was  at  a  standstill  until  more  funds 
could  be  raised.  The  College  was  at  an  impasse 
until  a  president  could  be  named. 

I  asked  for  time  to  discuss  the  matter  with 
my  wife,  with  Hull  Road  Church  and  to  seek 
God's  guidance.  I  felt  then,  and  I  feel  now,  that 
what  happens  in  education  will  determine  the 
character  and  future  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

On  August  2, 1  began  my  duties  as  president. 
Funds  were  borrowed  to  prepare  and  equip  the 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Foreign  Missions 


BARNARDS 


Charles  Barnard 


On  March  15,  1984,  Charles 
and  Jackie  Barnard  ended  their 
formal  classroom  study  of  the 
Philippine  National  Language, 
otherwise  known  as  "Pilipino." 
This  language  is  a  composition 
of  several  dialects  spoken 
throughout  the  islands  that 
make  up  the  Philippines. 
The  main  foundation  of 
Pilipino  is  the  dialect  spoken 
most  widely  among  the 
educated  business  classes.  This 
dialect  is  known  by  the  name 
"Tagalog." 

Charles  and  Jackie  began 
their  language  studies  on 
August  1,  1983.  They  met  with 
their  teacher,  Miss  Isabel 
Guevarra,  Mondays  through 
Fridays.  Another  missionary 
couple,  Dan  and  Cyndy  Reid, 
were  their  classmates  through 
most  of  their  training  period. 

Pronunciation  and  voca- 
bulary drills  were  a  major  part 
of  their  learning  experience.  A 
biblically  oriented  curriculum 
was  followed.  Reading  and 
short  lessons  from  the  New 
Pilipino  Version  of  the  New 
Testament  became  daily  fare. 
Prayer  and  gospel  choruses  in 
Pilipino  were  also  a  part  of  the 
daily  classroom  exercises. 
Even  sermon  preparation,  done 
totally  in  Pilipino,  became  an 
integral  part  of  their  routine. 


LANGUAGE  STUDY 


Jackie  Barnard 


Formal  classroom  study  was 
ended  as  the  Barnards 
prepared  for  the  arrival  of  the 
van  der  Plas  family  in  the 
Philippines  and  the  graduation 
services  of  Palawan  Bible  In- 
stitute. The  months  of  March 
and  April  are  the  busiest  times 
of  the  year  for  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Philippines. 

As  is  true  of  all  educational 
processes,  the  study  is  not  com- 
plete. Much  remains  to  be  done 
before  the  Barnards  can  con- 
sider themselves  fluent  Pilipino 
speakers. 

However,  practice  of  what 
has  already  been  learned 
makes  for  more  effective 
future  study.  Charles  preached 
his  first  Pilipino  sermon  at 
Canigaran  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  on  the  morning  of  April 
1,  1984.  He  repeated  the  same 
sermon  that  evening  in  the 
Puerto  Princesa  City  Church. 
The  text  was  taken  from  John 
3:1-16.  The  message  was  en- 
titled, "Ang  Bagong  Kapan- 
ganakan."  In  English  this  is 
translated  as  "The  New  Birth." 

During  the  Annual  Conven- 
tion held  on  April  24  and  25, 
Charles  presented  an  outlined 
seminar  in  Pilipino  entitled, 
"Ang  Tungkulin  ng  Pastor  sa 
Kanyang  Iglesya."  This  is 
translated  as,   "The  Respon- 


sibility of  the  Pastor  to  I 
Church." 

Both  the  sermon  and^'j 
seminar  required  many  he 
of  preparation  and  prayer, 
language  does  not  come  m 
taneously.  There  is  much  rr. 
to  be  learned.  Formal  st 
may  be  over  for  now  but 
learning  process  is  on-going 

Charles  and  Jackie  plar 
continue  their  language  st 
through  a  home  study  { 
known  as  LAMP.  This  met 
of  study  and  on-the-job  us< 
what  they  already  know 
help  them  to  increase  their  ] 
ficiency. 

Please  remember  them 
their    quest    for  grea 
language   fluency  when 
pray.  They  returned  to  mini! 
on   the   island   of  Pala\ 
sometime  before  June  1. 

Also,  remember  to  pray 
the  van  der  Plas  and  Ba 
families  as  they  move 
Manila  to  begin  their  fori 
language  studies. 

Charles  Bar. 

STATE  CONVENTION  t 
MISSIONS  RALLY 

The  State  Convention  is  ;i 
eleven  weeks  away.  The  dsi 
are  September  11,  12,  13.  1 
1984  session  of  the  Convent! 
will  be  held  in  College  Halli 
the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  < I 
lege.  I'm  sure  this  will  be  anil 
citing  convention  that  you  I 
not  want  to  miss.  This  yearii 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  i  I 
charge  of  the  Missions  Ra; 
We  will  have  as  our  m 
speaker  Dr.  Paul  Smith.  ! 
Smith  is  an  authority  on  w<J 
missions  and  an  outstanc 
missions  speaker.  He  is  9 
pastor  of  the  Peoples  Churc  l 
Toronto,  Canada.  This  I 
church  contributes  more  ti 
one  million  dollars  a  yi 
toward  the  cause  of  world  ri 
sions. 

Make  your  plans  now  toi 
tend  the  Missions  Rally  3 
Wednesday  night,  Septemi 
12,  at  7:30. 
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Children's  Home 


CREDIT -WHERE  CREDIT  IS  DUE! 

>3 


It  hasn't  taken  very  long  to 
palize  the  awesome  and 
jemendous  responsibilities 
lat  are  involved  in  the  Child 
kre  Ministry.  I  have  been  your 
hild  Care  Director  for  just 
|/er  seven  months  now,  and  the 
kperience  has  been  incredi- 
|e!  It  would  be  quite  naive  and 
|irealistic  to  assume  omni- 
jjience  concerning  this  minis- 
at  this  point  (or  any  time  in 
le  future,  for  that  matter) ; 
\r,  every  new  day  brings  forth 
js  own  unique  training  sessions 
pd  seminars.  But,  there  is  one 
ict  of  which  I  am  profoundly 
^rtain;  the  blood,  sweat  and 
iars  of  this  ministry  are  em- 
raced  and  collected  within  the 
alls  of  the  cottages  on  our 
impus.  It  is  certainly  true  that 
le  roles  of  our  Office  Person- 
pi  and  the  Administration  are 
(dispensable,  and  only  our 
jord  knows  the  hours  that  are 
pnsumed  (many  more  than  40) 
K  the  demands  of  this  ministry 
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on  our  Administrative  staff. 
But  the  scarlet  thread  that 
pierces  every  document,  every 
meeting,  every  telephone  call, 
and  every  file  is  that  of  how 
well  our  children  are  cared  for, 
how  well  they  are  ministered 
to.  In  fact,  the  concept  of  child 
care  as  a  MINISTRY  cannot  be 
overemphasized.  Not  one  of 
these  faithful  houseparents,  or 
cottage  supervisors,  could 
faithfully  endure  for  any  length 
of  time  without  keeping  their 
sights  set  on  the  concept  of 
MINISTRY.  They  count 
themselves  as  SERVANTS  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry;  SER- 
VANTS to  the  care  of  children. 
As  any  missionary  would  con- 
sider the  cost  of  his  own  life's 
sacrifice,  before  answering  the 
call  to  a  foreign  field  in  a 
ministry  to  an  unknown  people, 
so  do  these  men  and  women 
give  of  their  heart,  mind,  and 
soul  for  the  care  of  these 
children. 


Over  the  next  few  weeks,  I 
will  be  writing  a  series  of  ar- 
ticles entitled  "Credit— Where 
Credit  Is  Due."  Each  article 
will  feature  one  of  our  cottage 
supervisors.  These  special 
features  will  address  an  "in- 
side" perception  of  child  care, 
their  commitment  to  the 
ministry,  and  some  precious 
fruit  they  have  enjoyed  along 
the  way.  They  will  also  share  a 
realistic  picture  of  a  "normal 
day"  in  cottage  life. 

Please  be  sure  to  follow  this 
series  of  articles.  We  want  you 
to  KNOW  what  your  Child  Care 
Ministry  is  all  about.  How  else 
can  we  depend  upon  your 
prayerful  support? 

Sam  Pittman 
Director  of  Child  Care 


COMING  EVENTS 

July— Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  Christian  Education 
Month 

July  2-6— Youth  Camp,  Camp 
Vandemere 

July  2-7—  Youth  Frontier  Con- 
ference (YFA)  at  Cragmont 

July  k — Independence  Day 

July  k—  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
and  Bookstores  Closed 

July  7,  8 — Homecoming  Week- 
end at  Children's  Home 

July  7— Cape  Fear  Youth  Con- 
vention, 7:30  p.m. 

July  9-13— Youth  Camp,  Camp 
Vandemere 

July  9-lJf — Youth  Frontier  Con- 
ference (AFC)  at  Cragmont 

July  9 — Central  Ordaining 
Council,  10:00  a.m.,  Green- 
ville, First  Church 

July  9— Eastern  Ordaining 
Council,  10:30  a.m. 

July  12 — Western  Ordaining 
Council,  10:00  a.m.,  Unity 
Church 

July  13 — Layman's  League  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  Meets 

July  lit— Youth  Fellowship, 
Jackson  Heights  Church,  2916 
Camellia  Road,  4  miles  from 
Kinston  on  Highway  11,  8:00 
p.m. 
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JULY 
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Scripture  Reading— Psalms  78-80 

PRAYER  BEFORE  TURNING  IN! 
A  Christian  man  went  to  camp  and  was 
placed  in  a  tent  with  two  or  three  other  men  who 
were  not  Christians.  He  wanted  to  be  true  to 
Jesus,  and  he  asked  the  preacher  to  pray  that  he 
would  not  be  ashamed  of  Jesus  before  the  rough, 
ungodly  men  in  his  tent.  On  reaching  his  tent  that 
night,  the  man  said:  "Friends,  I  am  a  Christian, 
and  as  such,  I  am,  of  course,  going  to  pray  before 
I  turn  in."  Not  a  word  was  said,  and  our  man 
dropped  on  his  knees  and  began  to  pray.  Instead 
of  praying  silently,  he  prayed  aloud.  Nothing 
happened  until  the  next  night,  when,  on  return- 
ing to  the  sleep  quarters,  our  man  was  greeted 
with  these  words,  from  one  of  the  unchristian 
men,  "Matey,  we  have  been  waiting  for  you  to 
come.  We  want  you  to  pray  again  tonight;  and 
we  want  you  to  pray  for  us,  before  we  turn  in." 
This  man  was  not  ashamed  of  Jesus,  and  he  was 
used  of  God  to  lead  his  tent-mates  to  the  Saviour. 


May  you  always  confess  Jesus  before  men, 
and  may  you  never  be  ashamed  of  Him. 


MONDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading— Psalms  81-87 

THE  REAL  REBEL  WAS  CAUGHT 

During  what  was  known  as  the  killing  times 
in  Scotland,  John  Welsh  was  chased  unrelenting- 
ly. He  hardly  knew  where  to  flee  ;  but  relying  on 
Scottish  hospitality  he  knocked  one  night  at  the 
door  of  a  landlord  bitterly  opposed  to  the  field 
preachers,  and  to  himself  in  particular,  although 
he  had  never  actually  set  eyes  on  him. 

The  stranger,  being  unrecognized,  was 
received  with  kindness.  In  the  evening's  talk 
reference  was  made  to  Welsh,  and  the  host  com- 
plained of  the  difficulty  of  capturing  him. 

"I  am  sent,"  the  visitor  said,  "to  apprehend 
rebels.  I  know  where  he  is  to  preach  tomorrow.  I 
will  put  his  hand  into  yours." 

Overjoyed,  the  gentleman  agreed  to  accom- 
pany his  informant  next  morning.  When  they  ar- 
rived at  the  appointed  spot,  the  congregation  had 
assembled.  The  people  made  way  for  the 
minister,  whom  they  trusted,  and  for  his  com- 
rade. 

Welsh  desired  his  entertainer  to  sit  down  on 
the  solitary  chair  which  had  been  provided  for 
himself,  and,  to  his  companion's  utter  bewilder- 
ment, took  his  own  stand  beside  it,  and  rang  out 
the  story  of  sin  and  salvation.  The  Spirit  of  God 
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was  there,  and  the  landlord  was  heartbrok^" 
When  at  the  close,  Welsh,  fulfilling  his  promi/l 
gave  him  his  hand,  that  he  might  do  with  hi 
whatever  he  wished,  the  landlord  said: 

"You,  told  me  that  you  were  sent  to  a] 
prehend  rebels;  and  I,  a  rebellious  sinner,  ha: 
been  apprehended  this  day." 


It  matters  not  how  deep  entrenched  the  wron{ 
How  hard  the  battle  goes,  the  day,  how  long; 
Faint  not,  fight  on!  Tomorrow  comes  the  sow 


TUESDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading— Psalms  88-91 

HAVE  COURAGE,  MY  BOY,  TO  SAY  "NO" 

You're  starting,  my  boy,  on  life's  journey 
Along  the  grand  highway  of  life ; 

You'll  meet  with  a  thousand  temptations 
Each  city  with  evil  is  rife ; 

This  world  is  a  stage  of  excitement- 
There 's  danger  wherever  you  go; 

But  if  you  are  tempted  in  weakness, 

Have  courage,  my  boy,  to  say,  "No." 

The  bright,  ruby  wine  may  be  offered— 

No  matter  how  tempting  it  be, 
From  poison  it  stings  like  an  adder: 

My  boy,  have  the  courage  to  flee. 
The  billiard  saloons  are  inviting, 

Decked  out  in  their  tinsel  and  show; 
But  if  you  are  tempted  to  enter, 

Have  courage,  my  boy,  to  say,  "No." 


In  courage  alone  lies  your  safety, 

When  you  the  long  journey  begin; 
Your  trust  in  the  Heavenly  Father 

Will  keep  you  unspotted  from  sin. 
Temptations  will  keep  on  increasing, 

As  streams  from  a  rivulet  flow; 
But  if  you'd  be  true  to  your  manhood, 

Have  courage,  my  boy,  to  say,  "No. 


WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading -Psalms  92-100 

"WON'T  YOU  RECANT?" 
When  I  was  in  Scotland  I  went  a  long  way  o\ 
of  my  path  to  visit  the  city  of  Sterling.  Having  oi 
ly  a  short  time  to  stay,  I  went  at  once  to  the  spot 
sought— the  old  cemetery— and  I  gazed  upon  tto 
monument.  Looking  back  through  the  mist  < 
years,  it  brought  to  my  mind  the  story  of  tt 
Covenanters.  It  was  the  monument  of  Margan 
Wilson.  It  told  how  that  dear  young  saint,  ths 
girl  in  her  teens,  held  so  to  her  love  of  Jesus  tto 
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leadings  of  Father  and  Mother  and  friends 
her  not  back  from  death. 
'Only  one  little  word,  Margaret,  one  little 
I  and  your  life  will  be  spared,"  they  said.  "I 
jtfiot  speak  the  word  that  shall  dishonor 
is,"  she  replied.  "Remember  your  father's 
f,"  he  begged,  the  night  before  she  died.  She 
iked  his  gray  hairs,  and  said,  "I  cannot  speak 
ujwords  you  bid  me  speak."  And  then  the  next 
ufning  they  took  her  out,  those  rude  men,  and 
ej  her  to  a  stake  and  put  it  into  the  sea.  And 
]&  tied  another  to  the  stake,  a  gray-haired  old 
lit,  and  they  put  her  a  little  farther  out  in  the 
ii  sea,  so  that  Margaret  could  first  see  her  die. 
ri  they  said,  "Margaret  Wilson,  if  you  speak 
u|  word  you  shall  be  free."  And  then  they  left 
»lto  the  billows  of  the  rising  sea. 
iNearer  and  nearer  they  came  to  the  aged 
ukyr;  they  reached  her  waist,  they  reached 
» shoulders,  they  swept  her  face,  but  she  stood 
i^e  with  her  countenance  lifted  to  Heaven.  And 
i<jr  said,  "Margaret  Wilson,  don't  you  see  her? 
wt  you  still  recant?"  And  she  said,  "No;  I  do 
jlsee  her:  I  only  see  Jesus  Christ  in  His  suffer- 
servant  wrestling  there;" 


As  she  lifted  her  eyes  the  chariot  of  the  Lord 
>{»  waiting  to  bear  the  martyr  home. 

[IURSDAY,  12 
JLY  * 

pture  Reading— Psalms  101-105 

IN  BUT  NOT  OUT 
I  remember  when  I  was  a  little  boy,  how  my 
ther  would  draw  me  to  her  knee  and  speak  to 
so  solemnly  of  the  importance  of  trusting  the 
rd  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour,  and  I  would 
jr,  "Well,  Mama,  I  would  like  to  do  it,  but  the 
/s  will  all  laugh  at  me." 
Mother  used  to  say,  "Harry,  remember, 
y  may  laugh  you  into  Hell,  but  they  can  never 
gh  you  out  of  it."  And  oh,  how  that  used  to  go 
he  to  me,  and  it  stayed  with  me  all  through 
|  years! 


Yes,  men  may  sneer  and  ridicule  and  not 
derstand  us  as  we  come  out  for  Christ,  but 
er  all,  His  is  the  only  approval  worth  having. 
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RID  AY, 

PLY 

i pture  Reading -Psalms  106,  107 

IT'S  BEST  TO  TAKE  A  STAND! 
[  During  the  Civil  War,  it  is  said  that  there  was 
hnan  who  was  sympathetic  to  both  sides.  He 
ed,  you  see,  in  a  border-line  state.  Finally,  he 
cided  that  he  would  effect  a  compromise.  He 
t  on  a  mixed  uniform,  wearing  the  Con- 
Jerate  gray  coat,  and  the  Union  blue  trousers. 
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All  went  well,  it  seems,  until  he  became 
engaged  in  a  hard-fought  battle,  when  the 
Federals  shot  him  in  the  coat,  and  the  Con- 
federates shot  him  in  the  trousers!  Now,  here's 
the  moral  of  this  highly  improbable  story:  "It's 
best  not  to  compromise." 


It's  best  to  "stand  up  and  be  counted!" 

SATURDAY,  J4 
JULY 

Scripture  Reading— Psalms  108-118 

SHOW  YOUR  COLORS 
Some  years  ago  a  follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  riding  in  a  railway  carriage,  when 
two  men  entered  the  car  and  took  the  seat  in 
front  of  him.  One  of  them  took  a  bottle  out  of  his 
pocket,  drank  of  its  contents,  and  passed  it  over 
to  his  companion.  This  was  repeated  a  number  of 
times.  By  and  by  the  men  began  to  swear— a 
very  torrent  of  profanity  issued  from  their 
mouths.  Meanwhile  the  Christian  held  a  little 
conversation  with  himself  somewhat  after  this 
fashion. 

"Henry,  that  man  belongs  to  the  devil." 

"There  is  no  doubt  of  that." 

"He  is  not  ashamed  of  it." 

"Not  a  bit  ashamed." 

"Whom  do  you  belong  to?" 

"I  belong  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

"Are  you  glad  or  sorry?" 

"I  am  glad— very  glad." 

"Who  in  the  car  knows  that  man  belongs  to 
the  devil?" 

"Why,  everybody  knows  that,  for  he  has  not 
kept  it  a  secret." 

"Who  in  the  car  knows  you  belong  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ?" 

"Why,  no  one  knows  it,  for  you  see  I  am  a 
stranger  around  here." 

"Are  you  willing  they  should  know  whom  you 
belong  to?" 

"Yes,  I  am  willing." 

"Very  well,  will  you  let  them  know  it?" 

The  Christian  took  a  good  breath  and  began 
to  sing. 

There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood 
Drawn  from  Immanuel's  veins; 

And  sinners,  plunged  beneath  that  flood, 
Lose  all  their  guilty  stains. 

The  singer  had  not  concluded  with  the  verse 
when  the  blasphemer  turned  around  and  looked 
at  him  with  a  face  resembling  a  thunder  cloud. 
The  following  conversation  ensued: 

"What  are  you  doing?" 

"I  am  singing." 

"Well,  any  fool  can  understand  that." 
"I  am  glad  you  understand  it." 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Sunday  School  Lesson^ 


For  July  8 
WHY  DIVISION  CAME 

Lesson  Text:  1  Kings  11:29-33; 

12:15,  16 
Memory  Verses:  1  Kings  11: 

31,  33 

In  the  army  of  the  city-state 
of  Thebes  in  ancient  Greece, 
there  was  a  small  band  of 
cavalry  that  was  a  great  terror 
to  any  enemy  with  whom  they 
were  called  to  fight.  The  men  of 
this  band  were  companions  who 
had  bound  themselves  together 
by  a  vow  of  perpetual  friend- 
ship and  who  had  determined  to 
stand  together  until  the  last 
drop  of  their  blood  was  spilled 
upon  the  ground.  They  were 
called  "The  Sacred  Battalion" 
or  the  "Band  of  Lovers."  They 
were  bound  alike  by  affection 
for  the  state  and  fidelity  to  each 
other.  Because  of  their  strong 
bond  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
their  cause,  they  were  able  to 
achieve  many  outstanding  vic- 
tories. 

"Band  of  Lovers"  would  be 
an  appropriate  designation  for 
the  church.  Should  not  Chris- 
tians be  bound  together  through 
loyalty  to  the  Christ  and  love 
for  each  other,  overcoming  the 
adversary  daily  and  winning 
real  victories  for  the  King? 
Sadly,  however,  the  church  in 
the  world  today  does  not  fit  that 
description.  Nor  did  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  in  the  days 
immediately  following  the 
death  of  Solomon  unite  in  a 
mutual  brotherhood  and  a 
single  devotion  to  God. 

Unity  is  an  essential  ingre- 
dient of  any  successful  enter- 
prise. Jesus  himself  stated, 
"Every  kingdom  divided 
against  itself  is  brought  to 
desolation;  and  every  city  or 
house  divided  against  itself 
shall  not  stand"  (Matthew 
12:25).  As  it  seeks  cures  for  its 
ills,  the  sin-sick  world  regards 
the  broken  and  divided  church 
and  decides  that  the  church  is 
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as  sick  as  the  world.  It  views 
the  splinters,  fights,  politics, 
and  hypocrisy  with  reactions 
that  range  from  confusion  to 
contempt. 

In  the  face  of  the  seemingly 
impossible  task  of  overcoming 
division  in  the  church,  we  must 
remember  that  Christ  prayed 
that  His  followers  might  all  be 
one  (John  17:11).  His  prayer 
was  uttered  in  behalf  of  us  to- 
day as  well  as  those  of  the  first 
century. 

Last  week's  lesson  closed 
with  the  Lord's  pronouncement 
to  Solomon  that  his  kingdom 
would  be  torn  from  him 
because  he  had  forsaken  the 
true  God  to  follow  other  gods. 
In  the  verses  immediately 
following  (1  Kings  11:14-25)  we 
are  introduced  to  two  men, 
Hadad  and  Rezon,  whose 
hatred  for  and  opposition  to 
Israel  would  become  factors  in 
God's  chastisements  for 
Solomon's  sin. 

Another  such  adversary, 
Jeroboam,  is  mentioned  in  the 
first  portion  of  this  lesson's 
Scripture  text.  The  time  period 
of  this  lesson  is  the  same  as  last 
week's  lesson— during  Solo- 
mon's reign  over  all  Israel. 

The  remote  causes  for  the 
revolt  of  the  northern  tribes  lay 
in  such  matters  as  the  center- 
ing of  power  in  Jerusalem,  the 
undue  extravagance  and  lux- 
ury of  the  royal  establishment, 
and  the  long-standing  and 
onerous  taxation  that  all  this 
required.  These  were  matters 
that  impelled  the  dissident 
leaders  to  seek  relief.  While  the 
narrator  tells  us  that  the  cause 
of  all  the  trouble  lay  in  Solomon 
and  the  people's  turning  from 
the  true  and  living  God  to  other 
gods,  this  was  not  a  conscious 
or  actual  cause  of  the  revolt. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
northern  tribes  were  no  more 
constant  in  their  devotion  to 
Jehovah  than  were  the  tribes  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin. 

But  the  immediate  onset  of 
the    division    was    due  to 


Rehoboam's  attitude.  It  q 
one  of  arrogance,  pride,  hoi 
ity,  superiority,  and  harshnl 
If  Rehoboam  had  taken  to  hJ 
the  words  of  the  Proverbs  vi 
ten  and  collected  by  his  <I 
father,  he  would  have  kn< 
that  "a  soft  answer  tun 
away   wrath:    but  griev 
words  stir  up  anger"  (15:l).j 
did  not  listen  to  anyone  0 
was  not  as  proud  or  foolish 
he  was,  and  by  his  inflexibi] 
made  a  potential  tragedy] 
awful  reality. 

We  need  to  learn  from 
the  importance  of  our  attitui. 
It  is  not  just  what  people  sa; 
us,  but  how  we  treat  what  t 
say.   Are   we  considera! 
Ready  to  really  listen?  Open 
some  modification  of  what  tij 
be  an  unrealistic  or  uninforr| 
position?  If  we  indicate  so] 
willingness     to  discij 
something,  do  we  really  s] 
information  or  want  to  help  ] 
other  person-or  do  we  I' 
want  to  please  ourselves? 
often  we'll  find  we  want 
"discuss"  something  just  so 
can  insist  that  our  way  is  ri 
and   their   way   is  wro"| 
Sometimes  we  ask  "advii' 
when  we  don't  really  m 
counsel  about  the  best  coui! 
but  simply  confirmation  for « 
correctness  of  a  course  i 
which  we  have  already  decin 
to  embark. 

Again  and  again  behind  H 
final  blowup  of  interpersoi 
relations  in  different  areas! 
find  it  all  comes  down  to  a  n 
ter  of  attitude.  Our  lesson  toJ 
can  serve  to  give  us  an  insn 
into  a  frequent  cause  of  divis 
among   families,  betw« 
mates,   between  busin! 
associates,  and  among  the  || 
pie  of  God. 


Father,  keep  us  from  pridtj* 
life  and  arrogance  of  spi 
Above  all,  help  us  to  give  < 
hearts  to  our  Saviour  and  Lo 
In  His  name,  amen.—  Standi 
Lesson  Commentary 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

a|iing,  a  faculty  was  assembled  and  in 
sjember  twenty-two  students  enrolled. 

[The  years  that  have  passed  have  required  an 
ajilentless  commitment  of  time  and  energy. 
J  thirty  years  I  have  looked  for  a  plateau  on 
reh  to  stand— even  for  a  brief  moment— before 
jig  carried  forward  to  face  new  and  ever 
Miter  necessities  and  responsibilities. 

Full  accreditation,  a  beautiful  110-acre  cam- 
wand  seven  modern  buildings  representing  a 
gacement  value  of  $10  million,  a  38,000  volume 
bkry,  the  best  faculty  and  the  largest  student 
W  in  the  history  of  the  College— all  of  these 
iititute  a  tempting  plateau.  But  1984  is  the 
ok  announced  five  years  ago,  for  Mount  Olive 
(Bgin  the  ascent  to  its  four-year  program.  Our 
r|  junior  class  will  enroll  in  August,  and  next 
r  we  will  have  our  first  senior  class. 
I 

Beginning  Again 

Instead  of  a  plateau,  we  must  now  begin 
pin.  The  development  of  Mount  Olive  into  a 
or  college  is  a  task  equal  to  beginning  the 
ege.  The  building  of  a  four-year  program  will 
aire  as  much  time  and  energy  as  did  the 
(, Wishing  of  the  College.  It  is  an  awesome 
Visibility,  but  the  need  for  a  senior  college 
iy  is  no  less  urgent  than  was  the  need  for  a 
or  college  in  1954. 

"And  now,  LORD,  what  wait  I  for?  My  hope 
ithee"  (Psalm  39:7). 


FAMBLY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

"What  are  you  singing?" 

"I  am  singing  the  religion  of  the  Lord 

}us." 

j  "Well,  you  quit." 

"Quit  what?" 
|  "Quit  singing  your  religion  on  the  cars." 
,  "I  guess  not,"  said  the  Christian,  "I  don't 
png  to  the  Quit  family;  my  name  is  Mead.  For 
j  last  half  hour  you  have  been  standing  by  your 
fSter;  now  for  the  next  half  hour  I  am  going  to 
nd  up  for  my  Master." 

"Who  is  my  master?" 
i  "The  devil  is  your  master— while  Christ  is 
ne.  I  am  as  proud  of  my  Master  as  you  are  of 
jirs.  Now  I  am  going  to  have  my  turn,  if  the 
3sengers  have  no  objection." 

A  chorus  of  voices  encouraged  him  with: 
\ng  on,  stranger,  we  like  that." 


Song  after  song  followed,  and  the  Christian 
I  won  the  day. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Tl- 
rations,  Walter  B.  Knight. 


CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
uplifting  it  is  when  you  hear  and  know  that  others 
are  praying  for  you.  Encourage  all  the  members 
to  pray  for  the  teachers.  Also,  encourage 
teachers  to  pray  for  you,  for  themselves,  and  for 
those  whom  they  teach. 

Nothing  we  do  will  be  more  crucial  than 
prayer,  for  in  the  final  analysis  all  our  nurturing 
efforts  and  educational  programs  are  dependent 
upon  the  power  and  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
He  is  the  chief  nurturer  and  teacher  in  the 
church.  Prayer  makes  us  sensitive  to  the 
presence  and  leadership  of  the  Spirit  and 
reminds  us  of  our  dependence  upon  His  working 
through  us  to  nurture  and  teach  God's  people. 


CHANGES  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Franklin  Brinson  has  advised  us  of 
his  new  address.  It  is  Route  1,  Box  232, 
Vanceboro,  NC  28586. 


The  Rev.  James  R.  Owens  wishes  to  an- 
nounce his  new  address.  It  is  P.  O.  Box  253,  Foun- 
tain, NC  27829. 


The  Rev.  Phillip  Boykin  has  a  new  address. 
It  is  605  West  Waddell  Street,  Selma,  NC  27576. 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson  announces  that  he  is 
available  for  pastoral  work  (full-time  or  part- 
time).  He  can  be  reached  at  805  Johnston  Union 
Road,  Clayton,  North  Carolina;  phone  553-4837. 


Raymond  Lagcher,  a  licensed  minister  of 
the  Albemarle  Conference,  is  available  for  sup- 
ply work,  revivals,  and  full-time  or  part-time 
services.  He  may  be  contacted  by  phone  (919) 
927-4590  or  (919)  927-4439. 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

July  16-21— General  Youth  Conference  II  at 
Cragmont 

July  16— Pee  Dee  Youth  Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

July  19— Board  of  Superannuation  Meets,  2:00 

p.m.,  Headquarters 
July  21—  Central  Youth  Convention,  7:30  p.m. 
July  21—  Home  Missions  Workers  Banquet 
July  23-26— Ministers'  Conference  at  Cragmont 
July  23— Cape  Fear  Ministers'  Fellowship 
July  23— Central  Conference  Ministers'  Fellow- 
ship, 11:00  a.m. 
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•  Maximum  of  three  people  from  one  chun 

•  $15  per  person 

•  All  registrants  will  receive  a  Summe 

Fall  Festival  Packet. 

•  Send  your  registration  to: 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 
Box  158 

Ayden,  NC  28513-0158 

•  Registrations  should  be  postmarked  i 

later  than  July  13,  1984. 

Each  registrant  will  receive  a  free  mm: 
packet  of  recent  publications  wo! 
over  $35. 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  will  proviji 
discounts  on  selected  materials  durij 
the  festival. 

At  least  fifteen  NEW  titles  from  Singspij? 
tion  will  be  discussed  and  "dem<| 
strated"  by  our  clinician,  Larry  White 

Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore  will  provide 
freshments  after  the  two-hour  sessiu 
at  which  time  you  will  have  an  <| 
portunity  to  talk  with  Mr.  White  as  w 
as  acquaint  yourself  with  other  cm 
and  music  directors.  I 
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Please  consider  this  your  invitation  to 
Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore's  upcoming 
Mini-Music  Festival.  This  extraordinary 
music  event  will  be  held  on  Monday,  July  23, 
1984,  in  the  Multipurpose  Room,  located  in 
the  Bookstore  facility.  This  music  festival 
will  begin  at  7:03  p.m.,  and  will  run  about  two 
hours.  Let  us  help  you  with  your  endless 
search  for  new  music  material.  Come  and  be 
a  part  of  this  innovative  and  enriching  ex- 
perience. 


Adult  choir  directors,  youth  choir  directors, 
children's  choir  directors,  accompanists, 
soloists,  and  YOU!  Please,  no  more  than 
three  participants  per  church. 


This  music  festival  costs  $15  per  person. 
This  registration  fee  is  non-refundable. 
(Registration  is  limited,  so  do  not  wait  to 
the  last  minute.) 
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Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year,  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents); 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies  I. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstores  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Mon- 
day—Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.  — 5  p.m., 
Monday— Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 
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A  Word  From  Cragmont 

This  issue  contains  some  information  about  the  1984  Stal| 
!    Youth  Convention  held  earlier  this  year.  Included  herein  yoj 
will  find  an  article  written  by  Niki  Rasberry— the  winninL 
YFA  Christian  writing.  The  names  and  pictures  of  other  will 
ners  follow,  along  with  a  list  of  those  young  people  elected  intl 
leadership  positions  by  that  Convention. 
:         Each  year  I  get  the  opportunity  to  spend  a  week  with  par 
of  those  young  people  and  others  like  them  at  Cragmont.  Anl 
each  year  I  am  amazed  by  those  young  people.  Many  of  therl 
come  and  experience  love— the  love  of  Christ  and  other  ChriJ 
tians— for  the  first  time.  Others  come  so  that  their  faith  migl 
be  revived  and  strengthened.  Yes,  there  are  those  who  comet 
meet  new  friends,  but  they  too  encounter  Christ  while  at  Blao 
Mountain. 

Two  campers  at  the  1984  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YF, 
Week,  Tama  May  and  Tom  Ricks,  shared  the  followin 
thoughts  with  me. 

Early  mornings,  late  nights,  exhausting  days  and  totally  exciting 
trips.  That's  Cragmont.  New  friends,  old  friends,  crazy  friends, 
boyfriends  and  girlfriends.  Uplifting  classes  and  moving  chapel  ser- 
vices. Dirty,  sweaty,  but  enjoyable  recreational  games.  Talent  shows 
and  fun  times  are  also  highlights.  And  we  couldn't  forget 
counselors— those  who  have  all  the  answers  but  only  half  the  time.  And 
finally  the  long  trip  home.  Just  wait  till  next  year. 

Tama,  Marlboro  Church 

Cragmont— that  word  means  a  lot  of  different  things  to  a  lot  of  dif- 
ferent people.  Some  come  to  make  new  friends.  Some  come  to  have 
i        fellowship  with  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  Some  come  to  be  truly 
blessed  with  a  closer  walk  with  Jesus.  A  person  can  do  all  of  this  at  j 
Cragmont  and  much  more. 

Cragmont  is  a  place  to  learn,  to  grow,  to  dream,  to  achieve.  Ex-  | 
periences  at  Cragmont  can  be  great,  but  more  importantly,  they  can  be 
the  basis  of  greater  things  later  in  our  lives.  With  the  talents  that  are  | 
revealed  here,  the  spirit  of  love  that  thrives  here,  the  utter  power  of  God 
evidenced  here,  Free  Will  Baptists  could  do  unbelievable  things  for  our 
God.  It's  something  to  think  about. 

Tom,  Peace  Church 

i 

No  one  reading  this  would  argue  the  need  for  Cragmont'' 
existence,  for  surely  it  is  a  place  where  each  of  us  can  g6  an 
get  away,  separating  ourselves  from  "the  world"  and  th! 
things  of  the  world.  We  can  go  to  Cragmont  and  be  with  other! 
who  believe  as  we  do,  fee}  like  we  do,  and  who  desire  many  c| 
the  same  things  we  desire  as  Christians. 

Because  Cragmont  is  located  many  hours  from  us,  I  thin! 
we  sometimes  forget  that  it  has  needs  too.  Cragmont  need' 
our  faithful  support  so  the  debt  on  the  new  building  can  b[ 
retired.  Cragmont  needs  a  walk-in  freezer,  more  recreational 
facilities,  and  family-type  dwellings  .... 

The  long-range  and  short-range  plans  of  Cragmon 
Assembly  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  development 
our  denomination.  For  Cragmont  to  realize  its  potentia 
careful  study  must  be  done.  While  these  plans  are  being  for 
I  mulated  we  must  continue  to  do  all  we  can  to  retire  the  debt  W1 
have  there. 

Cragmont  is  because  you  and  I  need  it.  Cragmont  will  onl; 
become  what  you  and  I  will  let  it.  I  wholeheartedly  feel  W' 
must  help  Cragmont  realize  its  potential,  I  feel  it  is  time  we  a 
Free  Will  Baptists  have  a  vision  of  what  we  can  and  should  be 
|        Cragmont  has  my  support.  Does  it  have  yours? 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAFIS 


WALKING  IN  THE  "SON" 

by  Niki  Rasberry,  YFA 


When  we  were  younger,  most  of  us  had  to 
le  a  night-light  because  we  were  afraid  of  the 
Ik.  As  we  grew  older,  our  fear  of  the  darkness 
.sided;  however,  the  absence  of  light  re- 
lined  mysterious  and  sometimes,  was  even 
jhtening.  After  all,  our  books  and  television 
ws  are  full  of  muggings  and  murders  that 
rays  take  place  in  dark  alleys  on  dark  streets 
;in  the  dark  shadows  of  dark  corners.  This 
Ikes  it  easy  to  understand  Ecclesiastes  11:7 
Jich  says:  "Truly  the  light  is  sweet,  and  a 
asant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the 

j  My  grandfather  used  to  tell  me,  "There's 
(hing  in  the  dark  that  wasn't  there  in  the 
pt."  Literally,  that's  a  comforting  thought,  but 
jritually,  this  thought  is  not  necessarily  true, 
in  8:12  says:  "Then  spake  Jesus  again  unto 
saying,  I  am  the  light  of  the  world:  he  that 
loweth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall 
ye  the  light  of  life." 

Needless  to  say,  to  Christians  a  life  with 
3us  Christ,  the  Light,  is  quite  different  from  a 
!  without  Him,  a  life  of  darkness.  Those  filled 
:h  the  Light  are  filled  with  joy  and  happiness; 
;y  are  able  to  chase  away  the  dark  shadows  of 

and  can  see  things  for  what  they  really 
i— good  or  bad.  Those  walking  in  darkness 
imble  through  life  with  no  true  direction  and 
hope  for  the  future.  This  is  especially  true  for 


teenagers,  who  are  constantly— whether  they 
realize  it  or  not— choosing  a  path  of  light  or 
darkness.  Teenagers,  also,  are  offered  worldly 
substitutes  for  Christ  that  lead  them  astray. 
For  the  average  teenager  .  .  . 

Life  is  a  corridor, 
A  long  stretch  of  dark. 

At  the  end  is  a  flame, 
A  warm,  glowing  spark. 

As  he  looks  around 
The  dismal  hall, 

He  sees  detours  and  tunnels 
And  doors  in  his  walls. 

He  wonders  amused 
At  the  light  at  the  end— 

Is  it  a  refuge,  a  terror, 
A  threat,  or  a  friend? 

The  detours  and  tunnels 
Look  to  be  lots  of  fun, 

But  they  always  return  him 
To  where  he  had  begun. 

He  comes  to  the  end 
With  a  sigh  and  a  moan, 

For  the  light  he  ignored 
Has  vanished— is  gone. 

But  this  does  not  have  to  be. 

May  God  grant  us  all  the  strength  to  ignore 
those  things  which  might  lead  us  in  the  paths  of 
darkness;  may  we  always  walk  in  the  "Son." 
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Jennifer  Roberson 
Treasurer 
Rose  of  Sharon,  Central 


Wanda  Faircloth 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Pleasant  Grove,  Cape  Fear 


Not  Pictured:  Dorana  Stroud,  Vice  President,   Smith's  New  Home,  Eastern 
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1984  STATE 
CONVENTION 


YOUTH 
WINNERS 


Lesson   Presentation,    Sponsors— Home  and 

Foreign  Missions 
First  Place 

YFA— Tama  May,  Marlboro,  Central 
AFC— Ricky  Jenkins,  Westside,  Eastern 

Second  Place 

YFA— Terry  Thorne,  Sound  Side,  Albemarle 
AFC  — Tammy    Liverman,    Sound  Side, 
Albemarle 


Public  Speaking,  Sponsor— Church  Foundation 

Supply 
First  Place 

YFA— Eddie  McNair,  Sound  Side,  Albemarle 


AFC— Sandra  Newbern,  Hickory  Chapel,  All 

marie 
Second  Place 

YFA— Dena  Lewis,  Marlboro,  Central 
AFC— Eric  Sullivan,  First,  Wilson,  Western 

Christian  Writing,  Sponsor— Free  Will  Bapti 

Press 
First  Place 

YFA— Niki  Rasberry,  Marlboro,  Central 
AFC— Dawn  Mechelle  McPherson,  Beaverdai 

Pee  Dee 
Second  Place 
YFA— Teresa  Edwards,  Beaverdam,  Pee  Dee 
AFC— David  Pearce,   Hickory  Chapel,  Alb 

marie 
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Us  and  Crafts,  Sponsor— Woman's  Auxiliary 
1st  Place 

1>A— Renee  Bryan,  Oak  Grove,  Pee  Dee 
v)C— Scott  Gardner,  King's  Cross  Roads,  Cen- 
tral 

Jjrubs— Misty  Smith,  Haymount,  Cape  Fear 
5cond  Place 

iffA— Susan  Taylor,  Hickory  Chapel,  Albemarle 
Be—  Tammy  Ward,  Oak  Grove,  Pee  Dee 
Uerubs— Sean  Dunning,  Hickory  Chapel,  Albe- 
marle 

J:  le  Bowl,  Sponsor— Mount  Olive  College 
kt  Place 

pjA— Pee  Dee,  Oak  Grove— Wendy  Edwards, 
Gary  Bryan,  Margie  Bryan,  Bobby  Cain 

^jC— Western,  Piney  Grove— Rickie  Cuddinton, 
Thomas  Jackson,  Anthony  Pittman,  Re- 
becca Ferrell 


Second  Place 

YFA— Cape  Fear,  Pleasant  Grove— Wanda  Fair- 
cloth,  Robin  Denning,  Herman  Cottle,  Janet 
Howell 

AFC— Eastern,  Rock  of  Zion— Brain  Banks, 
Michael  Dixon,  Tammy  Taylor,  Mark  Pres- 
cott 


State  Project— Stage  for  College  Hall  at  Mount 
Olive  College 


Albemarle 

$  330.00 

Cape  Fear 

1,004.00 

Central 

1,600.00 

Eastern 

503.20 

Pee  Dee 

400.00 

Piedmont 

Western 

800.00 

Total 

$4,637.20 

Tama  May 


Tammy  Ward 


Scott  Gardner 


News  and  Notes 


Bobby  Johnson 
Receives  Award 


E.  V.  Spell  Jr.  and  Bobby  Johnson 

Sometime  during  each  year 
the  Layman's  League  of 
Robert's  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Route  1,  Dunn, 
chooses  someone  who  works 
unusually  hard  to  be  the  re- 
cipient of  the  "Man  of  the 
Year"  award.  On  Sunday,  June 
17,  during  the  Sunday  school 
hour,  the  President  of  the 
Layman's  League,  E.  V.  Spell 
Jr.,  presented  this  award  to 
Bobby  Johnson.  He  was  chosen 
because  he  always  goes  beyond 
the  call  of  duty  in  every  phase 
of  work  of  the  Layman's 
League. 

Bobby  is  also  Sunday  school 
superintendent,  a  member  of 
the  deacon  board,  and  a 
member  of  the  chancel  choir. 
Under  the  supervision  of  Bobby 
and  the  assistant  superinten- 
dent, Wayne  Jackson,  the  Sun- 
day school  has  grown  steadily. 

Bobby  really  deserved  this 
honor.  His  life  has  been  an  ex- 
ample of  a  real  true  Christian 
as  long  as  he  has  been  at 
Robert's  Grove.  He  is  quick  to 
give  words  of  praise  to  those 
who  give  of  their  time  and  ef- 
fort to  make  the  services  a 
spiritual  success. 

Bill  Thigpen  Honored 

On  Sunday,  June  17,  Sandy 
Plain  Church,  Route  2,  Pink 
Hill,  honored  Bill  Thigpen  as 
"Father  of  the  Year."  Mrs. 
Edna  McAbee  read  to  the  con- 
gregation a  brief  history  of  his 
life.  He  was  born  to  Millard  and 
Myrtie  Thigpen  on  May  11, 


1911.  He  was  given  the  name  of 
William  Edward.  "Mr.  Bill"  as 
he  is  known  today  stands  tall, 
and  has  made  a  great  impres- 
sion on  the  church  and  his  com- 
munity. At  a  very  young  age,  he 
became  a  Christian  and  a 
member  of  Sandy  Plain 
Church.  Being  the  fine  young 
man  he  was,  he  met  and  mar- 
ried a  lovely  young  lady, 
children  in  Sandy  Plain 
Church,  each  one  attending 
regularly.  They  have  six  grand- 
children and  one  great  grand- 
son. Mr.  Thigpen  is  still  very 
active  in  the  church.  He  has 
through  the  years  been 
awarded  many  attendance 
pins.  A  prayer  of  appreciation 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Ransom 
McAbee.  A  plaque  of  special 
recognition  as  "Father  of  the 
Year"  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Teresa  Kennedy. 

Following  this  presentation 
the  pastor  rendered  a  very  in- 
spiring message  from  2  Kings 
17. 

Honored  by  First  Church, 
Smithfield 


The  Rev.  Joe  C.  Hathaway  and  Pat 
Wall 


The  Rev.  Joe  C.  Hathaway, 
retired  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  of  Smithfield,  accepts 
a  plaque  of  appreciation  for  his 
devotion  to  the  denomination 
from  Pat  Wall,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield.  Mr.  Hathaway,  81, 
was  honored  Sunday  during  the 


morning  worship  service,  e 
was  licensed  by  the  Smithf;  c 
church,  of  which  he  has  beer  i 
active  member  since  his  ret: 
ment.  He  held  pastorates  at 
win  and  Smyrna,  and  was 
volved   in   preaching  a 
evangelistic  work  in  mil 
churches. 


Open  House  at 
First  Church  Parsonage 

An  open  house  was  held  Ji 
24,  at  the  First  Church  p 
sonage,  Smithfield,  from  2  ui 
4  p.m.  The  newly  remode 
house  is  the  home  of  the  R 
and  Mrs.  Jerry  Allen  and  th 
sons,  Jerry  Jr.  and  Jamie.  1 
open  house  was  an  occasion 
people  to  get  acquainted  w 
the  new  pastor's  family.  Gue 
were  taken  on  a  tour  of  t 
house  and  then  invited  to  t 
fellowship  hall  whe 
refreshments  were  served 
the  ladies  of  the  church. 


COMING  EVENTS 

July— Entire   Month  Des 
nated  by  the  State  Cona- 
tion as  Christian  Educatif] 
Month 

July  9-13— Youth  Camp,  Carli 

Vandemere 
July  9-U— Youth  Frontier  Cti 

ference  (AFC)  at  Cragmori 
July  12 — Western  Ordainilj 

Council,   10:00  a.m.,  Uni1 

Church 
July  13 — Layman's  League  E 

ecutive  Committee  Meets 
July   lk — Youth  Fellowshi 

Jackson  Heights  Church,  2tj 

Camellia  Road,  4  miles  frq 

Kinston  on  Highway  11,  8: 

p.m. 

July  16-21— General  Youth  Cc 

ference  II  at  Cragmont 
July  16— Pee  Dee  Youth  Cc 

vention,  7:30  p.m. 
July  19 — Board  of  Superannu 

tion  Meets,  2:00  p.m.,  Hea 

quarters 
July  21— Central  Youth  Co 

vention,  7:30  p.m. 
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Ve  Four- Year  Program  (Part  II) 

EDUCATION  FOR  MINISTERS 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 


Steve  Stames,  Cecil  Blackmon  and  Chester  Pelt 

One  of  the  primary  reasons  for  the  development  of  Mount  Olive 
to  a  four-year  college  is  to  provide  ministers  an  opportunity  to 
fetter  equip  themselves  for  the  work  to  which  God  calls  them.  "A 
ill  to  preach  is  a  call  to  prepare,"  declared  the  late  Lloyd  Vernon, 
ijFree  Will  Baptist  minister  for  more  than  sixty  years. 

Our  lay  people  are  increasingly  recognizing  the  need  for 
^tstors  who  are  prepared  for  effective  leadership  and  meaningful 
irvice  in  the  local  church,  in  our  denominational  institutions,  and 
|  the  community.  The  Apostle  Paul  urged  Timothy  to  "Study  to 
,iow  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
^hamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15).  A 
fan  called  to  preach  does  not  have  the  right  to  offer  God  or  His  peo- 
le  anything  less  than  his  best. 

Several  years  before  the  State  Convention  requested  the  Board 
;'  Trustees  to  make  Mount  Olive  a  four-year  college,  a  similar  re- 
pest  was  made  by  the  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association.  The 
rst  baccalaureate  curriculum  to  be  approved  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
Ige  was  for  ministerial  students.  The  third  year  of  that  program 
fficially  begins  this  fall. 

1  A  student  may  enroll  full-time  or  part-time  in  the  regular 
ihedule  during  the  day  or  as  a  part-time  student  in  night  classes, 
e  College  will  provide  scholarships  and  grants  to  cover  the  full 
st  of  tuition,  except  for  $25  per  course,  for  all  qualified 
linisterial  students. 

The  four-year  curriculum  for  ministerial  students  was 
eveloped  with  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  representatives  from 
lie  various  Conference  Boards  of  Ordination  and  the  North 
jarolina  Ministerial  Association.  In  addition  to  general  education 
squirements,  it  includes  the  following  courses  specifically  for  per- 
pns  already  in  the  ministry  or  those  who  plan  to  enter  church- 
blated  vocations. 
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14. 
15. 


Mount  Olive  College 

Biblical  Studies 

1.  Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament 

2.  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament 

3.  Hebrew  Prophets 

4.  The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus 

5.  The  Life  and  Letters  of  Paul 

Historical  Studies 

6.  History  of  Christianity 

7.  Religion  in  America 

8.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

(A  study  of  the  history,  polity,  and 
programs  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination) 

9.  World  Religions 

Theological  Studies 

10.  Christian  Beliefs 

11.  Christian  Ethics 

12.  Modern  Christian  Theology 

(A  study  of  the  major  movements  of 
modern  theology  through  the  read- 
ing of  selected  works  by  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  century  theologians. ) 
Free  Will  Baptist  Doctrine 
(An  examination  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church) 

Practical  Studies 
Introduction  to  Christian  Education 
Pastoral  Ministry 

16.  Sermon  Preparation  and  Delivery 

17.  The  Minister  and  His  Work 

a.  Missions  and  Evangelism 

b.  Christian  Worship 

c.  Church  Administration 

18.  Hymnody 

(The  course  includes  the  philosophy 
and  use  of  the  hymn  in  worship, 
Christian  education,  and 
evangelism. ) 

19.  Internship  in  Ministry 

20.  Great  Devotional  Classics 

(A  program  of  reading  and  study  of 
the  great  devotional  classics  and 
the  authors  of  these  writings. ) 


DR.  CULPEPPER  TO  SPEAK 
AT  MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Culpepper, 
professor  of  theology  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  will  speak  during 
the  annual  Ministers'  Institute, 
which  will  be  held  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Dr.  Culpepper's 
topic  is,  "The  Person  and  Work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

A  native  of  Tifton,  Georgia, 
Dr.  Culpepper  has  written 
numerous  articles  and  three 
books.  Two  of  his  books  are,  IN- 
TERPRETING THE  ATONE- 
MENT (Eerdmans,  1966)  and 
EVALUATING  THE  CHARIS- 
MATIC MOVEMENT  (Judson 
Press,  1979). 

(Turn  the  Page) 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


In  1950,  he  was  appointed  as  a 
missionary  to  Japan  where  he 
served  until  May,  1980.  At  that 
time  he  was  appointed  to  the 
faculty  at  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

Dr.  Culpepper  earned  his 
B.A.  degree  from  Mercer 
University,  and  his  B.D.,  Th.M. 
and  Th.D.  from  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
He  has  been  an  ordained 
minister  since  1943. 

The  Ministers'  Institute  is 
scheduled  for  August  6,  7  and 
will  begin  each  day  at  9 : 30  a.m. 
in  Room  115  of  the  Henderson 
Building.  The  complete  pro- 


Dr.  Robert  h.  Culpepper  gram  is  in  the  next  column. 


COLLEGE  HALL  SEATING  PROJECT 

During  the  three  week  period  of  June  5— June  28,  eight  and  one- 
half  bleacher  seats  and  four  chairs  were  contributed  to  College 
Hall.  These  gifts  brought  the  number  of  bleacher  seats  sponsored  to 
date  to  384%  toward  a  goal  of  1,200.  The  total  number  of  chairs 
sponsored  is  921. 

Seats  may  be  sponsored  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  persons 
chosen  by  the  donor.  Gifts  will  be  recognized  on  a  poster  in  the  lob- 
by of  College  Hall  and  with  a  nameplate  on  the  seat.  The  goal  for  800 
chairs  has  been  met. 

The  chairs  and  bleacher  seats  provide  a  seating  capacity  of 
2,000  for  conventions  and  other  church-related  events  in  College 
Hall. 


Number  of  Chairs 

Chair  Gifts :  June  5  -  June  28  ($50  each) 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden  4 

Number  of  Seats 

Bleacher  Seat  Gifts :  June  5 — June  28  ($100  each) 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  Rufus  Harrell 

By  Fourth  Union  District  of  the  Central 

Conference,  Vanceboro  % 
In  Honor  of  Melissa  and  Scotty  Taylor 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Person  Daughtry,  Smithfield  1 
In  Honor  of  Joy  and  Daniel  Daughtry 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Person  Daughtry,  Smithfield  1 
In  Honor  of  Miss  Caroline  Castelloe 

By  Mr.  Marvin  Raines,  New  Bern  1 

Mrs.  Eunice  Joyner,  Mount  Olive  1 
In  Memory  of  Lila  Swinson  Roberts 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyatt  Roberts,  Mount  Olive  1 
In  Memory  of  J.  Bryant  Roberts 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  B.  Roberts,  Davidson  1 
Mount  Olive  College  Alumnae,  Northeast 

Church,  Mount  Olive  1 
In  Honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Etheridge  and  Mrs. 

Magdaline  A.  Keathley 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Andrew  Keathley,  Mount  Olive  _1  

Totals  8% 

Summary  of  Gifts  Through  June  28 

Number  of  Bleachers  Seats  in  College  Hall  1,200 

Number  Sponsored  to  Date  384% 

Number  of  Gifts  ( $100  each )  Needed  815% 

Number  of  Chairs  Sponsored  to  Date  921 


Monday  — August  6 

9:00-  9:30  A.M.— Coffee,  Doughnuts 
South  Lobby,  Hendersoj 
Building 

9:30-  9:40    A.M.— Devotional,  tn!»; 

Rev.  Cecil  Blackmon 
9:40-10:30   A.M.— "The  Person  an« 
•  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,' 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Culpepper 
10:30-10:45   A.M. -Break 
10:45-12  Noon— "The  Person  and  Worl' 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  Dr| 
Robert  H.  Culpepper 
12  Noon-  1:30   P.M.-Lunch,  Collegi 
Cafeteria,  Downtowi 
Campus 

1:30-  2:30  P.M. -"Doctrine  of  th< 
Holy  Spirit  in  Churcl, 
History,"  Dr.  Michael  R 
Pelt 

2:30-  2:45   P.M. -Break 

2:45-  3:45  P.M.-"Doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  Church 
History,"  Dr.  Michael  R. 
Pelt 

4:00-  5:00  P.M. -Meeting  of  the' 
Advisory  Committee  on' 
Church  Relations,  Room1 
107,  Henderson  Building  | 

5:30-  6:30  P.M.  — Cookout,  Down- 
town Campus  ($4  per 
person) 

7:00-  8:00  P.M. -Worship  Service,1 
Rodgers  Chapel,  the  Rev. 
De  Wayne  Eakes,  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association, 
presiding 

Tuesday- August  7 

9:00-  9:30   A.M.— Coffee,  Doughnuts 
9:30-  9:40   A.M.— Devotional,  the 

Rev.  Steve  Starnes 
9 : 40-10 : 30   A.M.  - '  'The  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  Book  of  Acts,"  the 
Rev.  Howard  Starling 
10:30-10:45   A.M. -Break 
10:45-12  Noon— "The  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  Book  of  Acts,"  the] 
Rev.   Howard  Starling^ 
12  Noon-  1:30   P.M.— Lunch,  College, 
Cafeteria,  Downtown 
Campus 

1:30-  2:30  P.M.  — "The  Rise  of  the 
Modern  Charismatic  Move- 
ment" 

2:30-  2:45   P.M.— Break 

2:45-  3:45  P.M.-"The  Holy  Spirit 
and  Mission  of  the 
Church,"  the  Rev.  Ray 
Wells 

Each  minister  is  requested  to  read:  The 
Key  to  Supernatural  Living:  The  Per- 
son and  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by  Dr. 
Bill  Bright  (Campus  Crusade  Press 
1980).  It  may  be  ordered  through  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  or  branch 
bookstores. 

Wives  of  ministers  are  en- 
couraged to  attend  the  In- 
stitute, also.  Registration  is  $5 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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THE  TASK  IS 
NOT  COMPLETE 

The  task  of  world  evangeliza- 
ion  is  far  from  being  complete. 
Tree  Will  Baptists  have  made 
some  progress  in  our  world 
>utreach  program,  but  this  is 
certainly  not  the  time  to  feel 
[hat  we  have  completed  the 
?reat  task  assigned  to  us.  We 
aave  just  begun.  We  have  only 
three  North  American  mis- 
sionaries whom  we  support.  We 
aave  work  only  in  three  coun- 
tries outside  the  United  States. 
[There  are  221  countries  on 
earth.  There  are  over  16,000 
groups  of  people  who  have 
never  been  reached  with  the 
gospel.  There  are  only  37,000 
career  missionaries  from 
America  of  all  kinds,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  these  will  retire  by 
1990.  The  church  needs  200,000 
pioneer  missionaries  as  soon  as 
Ipossible  to  help  finish  the  task 
jof  world  evangelization.  Free 
Will  Baptists  can  contribute 
significantly  to  this  number, 
but  not  if  we  get  the  idea  that 
we  have  already  done  all  that 
ineeds  to  be  done. 

The  Bible  is  specific  about 
the  need  for  world  evangeliza- 
tion. Jesus  said,  "Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature" 
(Mark  16:15).  One  of  the  most 
(misused  verses  in  the  Bible 
concerning  world  evangeliza- 
tion is  Acts  1:8,  "But  ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you: 
and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in 
all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth."  This  verse  was  never 
intended  to  single  out  one  place 
or  people  as  being  more  impor- 
tant or  stragetic  than  anyone 
else,  but  simply  to  emphasize 
the  urgent  need  for  a 
Simultaneous  witness  to  all  peo- 
ple. Every  person  needs  to  hear 
^he  gospel  while  they  are  living 
regardless  of  where  they  live. 

rHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Friends,  the  task  is  not  com- 
plete. We  must  be  concerned 
for  the  lost  no  matter  where 
they  live,  and  do  all  we  can  to 
reach  them.  I'm  confident  that 
we  are  going  to  do  our  part  in 
completing  the  Great  Commis- 
sion. 

EASTER  IN 
THE  PHILIPPINES 

I  had  the  privilege  to  spend 
the  Easter  season  in  the  Philip- 
pines this  year.  The  celebration 
for  the  vast  number  of  people 
outside  the  Protestant  com- 
munity is  a  celebration  of 
despair  rather  than  victory. 

The  Protestant  Church  em- 
phasizes the  death,  burial  and 
Resurrection  of  our  Lord,  while 
millions  of  other  Filipinos 
celebrate  the  death  only.  They 
make  Good  Friday  a  day  of 
mourning.  The  stores  and  shops 
close.  Commerce  comes  to  a 
halt.  The  airlines  suspend  all 
flights.  The  country  takes  on 
the  eerie  stillness  of  death.  This 
silence  is  broken  only  by  the 
sound  of  the  whips  and  of  the 
flagellants,  and  the  shouts  and 
kicks  of  their  tormentors.  The 
flagellants  are  men  who 
deliberately  persecute  them- 
selves in  an  attempt  to  gain 
God's  favor.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  horrible  sights  I  have 
ever  seen.  The  pictures  on  this 
page  tell  the  story.  The  men 
wrap  their  heads  in  vines  and 
cloth  to  indicate  the  crown  of 
thorns.  They  beat  their  backs, 
and  the  blood  and  sweat  mix  to 
make  a  messy  scene.  The 
tormentors  push  and  kick  them 
while  taunting  them  with 
shouts  of  anger. 

As  I  stood  and  viewed  this 
scene  I  thought  how  sad  that 
they  have  only  a  half  truth  that 
binds  them  in  such  a  pitiful 
way.  Surely  the  heart  of  our 
Lord  is  saddened  for  He  paid 
the  price  for  our  freedom. 

Good  Friday  closes  with 
these  scenes  being  played  out 
all  over  the  Philippines.  But  on 
Easter  Sunday  morning  while 


■Foreign  Missions 

the  Protestant  Church 
celebrates  the  glorious  Resur- 
rection of  our  Lord,  for  the 
others  it  is  business  as  usual. 
Stores  reopen,  commerce 
moves  back  to  a  brisk  pace  as 
though  this  day  has  no 
significance  whatsoever.  A  few 
curious  passersby  will  stop  to 
see  what  the  Protestants  are 
doing  out  so  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  singing  such  songs  of 
victory. 

Dear  Friends,  please  pray  for 
our  missionaries  and  Filipino 
workers,  that  by  a  loving 
presentation  of  the  simple 
gospel  message,  these  people 
so  locked  in  darkness  will  come 
to  understand  the  light  and 
freedom  of  the  gospel.  John 
8:32  says,  "And  ye  shall  know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 

Harold  Jones 
Director- Treasurer 


One  carrying  the  cross 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME] 

THE  LEAST  OF  THESE 


Meet  "Snoopy. " 


A  presentation  from  Sound  Side  Free 
Will  Baptist  Junior  League. 


Jesus  once  said,  "Inasmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  Not  a 
cup  of  water  is  given  without 
God's  blessing  if  it  is  done  in 
Jesus'  name.  Not  a  kind  word 


or  deed  is  said  or  done  without 
it  being  registered  in  the  great 
books  of  God,  if  it  is  done  in 
Jesus'  blessed  name.  In  short, 
there  is  no  small  thing  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  if  it  is  done  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord.  Our  people 
give  of  themselves  so  generous- 
ly, and  recognition  of  that 
generosity  is  altogether  fitting. 
Several  gifts  have  been  given  to 
us  recently  that  I  would  like  to 
share  with  you. 

1.  Mr.  Jim  Downing  of  Wil- 
son delivered  a  large 
number  of  clothing  articles 
which  will  be  useful  to  our 
program. 

2.  Several  sets  of  towels  and 
washcloths  were  given  by 
the  Sound  Side  Free  Will 
Baptist  Junior  League  Class. 
(See  Photograph.) 

3.  A  large  number  of  sheets, 
pillowcases,  hand  towels, 
bath  towels,  and  washcloths 
were  given  by  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Greenville,  North  Carolina. 


4.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  SawyiP 
of  New  Bern  brought  1 
"HUGE  SNOOPY  DOG 
which  was  placed  in  Statj 
Cottage.  (See  Photograph] 
Also  a  number  of  handmadj 
wooden  toys  were  giver| 
which  were  used  as  prizes  fc| 
the  field  day  on  June  20,  b»[ 
tween  staff  members  and  thj 
children. 

We  appreciate  all  of  thesl 
gifts.  Without  your  ministry  (I 
giving,  our  ministry  would  nci 
be  possible.  Thank  you! 


MR.  AND  MRS.  BOBBY  RA; 
PITTMAN  SR.  ENDOWMENT, 


On  June  17,  during  the  mora 
ing  worship  service  at  S\ 
Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  Nort 
Carolina,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobbj 
Ray  Pittman  Sr.,  wer, 
presented  a  plaque  signifying 
the  establishment  of  the  "Mil, 
and  Mrs.  Bobby  Ray  Pittmaj 
Sr.  Endowment."  The  founder; 
of  this  endowment  are  thy 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobbj, 
Ray  Pittman  Sr.,  as  follows, 
Bobby  Ray  Pittman  Jr.,  Terr,| 
L.  McKeel,  James  E.  Johnsorj 
Pamela  P.  Johnson,  Sharon  A, 
Lucas,  and  Vicky  L.  Pittman 
The  purpose  of  this  endowmen, 
is  to  render  financial  aid  to  th( 
child  care  ministry  of  Origina 
Free  Will  Baptists,  through  th 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children' 
Home.  The  presentation  wa 
made  by  Bobby  R.  Taylor,  ex 
ecutive  director  of  the  Home: 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pittman' 
children. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


Sunday  School  Lesson 


<>r  July  15 

't 

AN  ERA  OF  EVIL 

hsson  Text:  1  Kings  16:21-25; 
29-33 

lemory  Verse:  1  Kings  18:21 

IThis  week's  lesson  deals  with 
yo   kings   in   the  Northern 

ingdom  who  were  father  and 
ijm— Omri  and  Ahab.  The 
iplitical  and  social  situation 
•jas  unsettled  and  troubled 
-pen  Omri  grasped  the  reins  of 
pwer.    But    Omri    was  a 

Igorous,  powerful  military 
ijader  who  seems  to  have 
jfganized  and  administered  his 

ngdom  with  dispatch  and 
Icisiveness.  So  strong  did 
irnri  become  that  the  phrase 
House  of  Omri"  or  similar 
inns  came  to  be  used  for 
I  rael  by  the  neighboring  na- 
il sns  even  years  after  Omri's 
liath.  He  bequeathed  a  power- 

1  political  entity  to  his  son 
[hah,  who  continued  to  rule 
nth  ruthless  authority. 
I  But  while  the  military 
lirength  and  material  stability 
|  the  kingdom  flourished,  all 
•jas  not  well  with  the  inner  life 
I  the  people.  The  worship  of 
le  true  God  had  been  cor- 
ipted  by  Jeroboam,  the  first 
ing  in  the  north.  This  spiritual 
postasy  had  continued 
irough  the  reigns  of  suc- 
leding  kings  until  the  reign  of 
hab,  when  the  worship  of  Baal 
as  introduced  at  the  capital 
nd  the  full  blessing  of  the  royal 
ktronage  was  given  to  a  god  of 
:)rtility  and  sensuality.  The 
ime  of  the  true  and  living  God 
Jas  still  heard  in  Israel,  but  His 
Wship,  His  way,  and  His 
ford  were  scorned  and  ar- 
•bgantly  rejected. 
jSo  we  see  that  social 
fganization,  political  acumen, 
id  military  prowess  do  not  tell 
je  whole  story  of  a  people's 
j'ogress.  Unless  such  "suc- 
pss"  is  accompanied  by 
j)iritual  discernment  and 
jscipline  it  will  all  count  for 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


nothing  in  the  end.  Israel's 
doom  was  sure  because  when 
the  people  turned  from  the  true 
God  and  His  way  to  the  worship 
of  idols,  they  experienced  in- 
justice in  the  law,  oppression  of 
the  poor,  the  breaking  up  of 
family  relationships,  and  the 
general  decline  in  the  flavor 
and  fiber  of  life.  The  special 
quality  of  Hebrew  life  came 
from  the  worship  of  the  high 
and  holy  God.  When  that  eroded 
away,  life  became  shadowed, 
the  psalms  of  faith  died  away, 
and  the  sense  of  their  unique 
mission  and  destiny  faded. 
Long  before  they  became  exiles 
from  their  land,  they  had 
become  exiles  from  their 
God— wandering  and  lost  amid 
the  cruel,  lustful,  uncaring,  and 
pathetic  deities  of  the  nations 
round  about  them. 

After  the  division  of  the 
Hebrew  kingdom  Jeroboam 
became  the  king  over  the  ten 
northern  tribes.  Almost  im- 
mediately the  Northern 
Kingdom  embarked  on  its 
dismal  road  to  destruction. 
Jeroboam,  wishing  to  keep  the 
people  from  returning  to 
Jerusalem  to  worship  at  the 
temple,  established  worship 
centers  at  Bethel  in  the 
southern  part  of  his  kingdom 
and  Dan  in  the  northern  part. 
There  he  erected  golden  calves 
and  proclaimed  them  to  be 
Israel's  "god."  For  this  great 
sin  God  told  him  that  his  house 
would  be  cut  off  from  Israel. 
After  ruling  for  twenty-two 
years  Jeroboam  died  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Nadab. 
Nadab  ruled  for  two  years,  and 
then  was  assassinated  by 
Baasha.  Baasha  then  killed  all 
of  Jeroboam's  offspring 
(1  Kings  15:25-30).  Baasha 
reigned  for  twenty-four  years, 
during  which  time  a  state  of 
war  was  constantly  in  force  be- 
tween  the  two  Hebrew 
kingdoms  (1  Kings  15:32-34). 

Baasha  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  Elah,  who  reigned  only  two 
years  when  he  was  killed  by 


Zimri,  the  captain  of  half  of 
Israel's  chariot  forces  (1  Kings 
16 : 8-10) .  Omri  was  the  leader  of 
Israel's  army,  and  was  con- 
ducting a  campaign  against 
Gibbethon  at  the  time.  The 
popular  will  seemed  to  demand 
that  Omri  become  the 
monarch.  The  army  backed 
Omri  and  came  to  Tirzah,  the 
capital,  and  besieged  it.  Zimri, 
seeing  his  situation  was 
hopeless,  went  into  the  king's 
palace,  set  fire  to  it,  and  died, 
thus  ending  his  seven-day  rule 
(1  Kings  16:15-18). 


We  are  thankful,  Father,  for 
every  faithful  life  lived  amid 
constant  tension  and  testing. 
We  know  that  many  right  now 
face  daily  harassment  for  their 
Christian  stand.  In  the  midst  of 
drab,  monotonous,  secular  life 
they  shine  as  lights  in  this 
world.  Father,  please  sustain 
them  and  give  them  peace  of 
heart,  poise  of  life,  and  power 
of  influence.  Open  our  eyes  to 
see  them,  Lord,  and  our  hearts 
to  help  wherever  possible. 

Forgive  us,  Lord,  for  our  fre- 
quent spiritual  dullness,  for  our 
matter-of-factness  about  the 
treasures  of  truth  and  love  and 
joy  that  Jesus  and  His  church 
bring  to  our  lives  constantly. 
Make  us  givers  as  well  as 
receivers,  and  not  just  those 
who  know,  but  people  who  glow. 
In  Jesus'  name,  amen.— Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary 

NOTICE 

The  Third  Union  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  will  meet 
at  First  Church,  Wilmington, 
4602  South  College  Road,  July 
28,  1984,  at  10  a.m. 

Everyone  is  invited  and  all 
ministers  serving  Third  Union 
district  churches  and  all 
delegates  are  urged  to  attend. 

The  Rev.  Orvin  Everette,  Moderator 
Justin  Kornegay,  Clerk 
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Family  Devotions  I 


SUNDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading— Psalm  199 

WHAT  WE  REVEAL  TO  OTHERS 
I  was  aboard  a  large  airliner  some  time  ago 
which  ran  into  an  extremely  severe  wind  and 
rainstorm.  Despite  the  size  of  the  plane  and  the 
tremendous  power  of  its  four  wasp  motors,  the 
ship  was  being  tossed  violently.  A  little  nine- 
year-old  fellow  was  my  seat  companion.  It  was 
his  first  experience  in  the  air,  and  he  was 
desperately  afraid.  Suddenly  he  looked  up  at  me 
and  said,  "Are  you  afraid?"  I  smiled  and 
replied,  "No,  this  is  real  fun."  An  immediate 
change  came  over  the  little  chap— fear  and  ten- 
sion left  him.  He,  too,  had  fun.  This  taught  me  a 
real  lesson  in  living.  What  he  detected  in  my 
voice,  what  he  discerned  in  my  face,  helped  him 
over  that  rough  spot  in  life.  How  many  people 
during  times  of  trial  watch  my  face  for  what  it 
may  reveal,  I  do  not  know. 


This  I  do  know — my  face  and  my  life  must 
reveal  to  those  who  observe  me  or  need  me,  my 
faith  in  God. 


MONDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading -Psalms  120-131 

"JESUS  SAID  HE  WOULD" 

An  evangelist  was  holding  special  meetings 
for  boys  and  girls.  One  day  after  the  children's 
meeting,  little  Helen  came  home,  rushed  into  her 
father's  study,  threw  her  arms  around  his  neck, 
and  said,  "Daddy,  I  am  a  Christian!" 

"Well,  Helen,"  said  her  father,  "I  am  so  glad 
to  hear  that.  When  did  you  become  a  Christian?" 

"This  afternoon,"  she  said. 

He  asked  her  to  tell  him  what  had  occurred. 

"Oh,"  she  said,  "Mr.   ,  the  evangelist, 

said  that  Jesus  Christ  was  there  in  the  room,  and 
that  if  we  would  receive  Him,  He  would  come  in 
and  live  in  our  lives  and  make  us  His  own;  that 
He  would  receive  us." 

"Well,"  he  said,  "go  on;  tell  me  what  else 
happened." 

"Why,"  she  said,  "I  received  Him  as  my 
Saviour  and  Jesus  took  me  in." 

"Well,  Helen,"  he  said,  "that  is  all  very  in- 
teresting, but  how  do  you  know  that  when  you 
received  Jesus  as  your  Saviour,  He  took  you  in? ' ' 

And  he  said  he  would  never  forget  the  look  on 
the  face  of  his  little  girl  as  she  drew  herself  up, 
and  said,  "Why,  Daddy,  because  He  said  He 
would!"   

All  who  believe  God  take  the  water  of  life  and 
have  their  thirst  slaked. 


TUESDAY, 
JULY 
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Scripture  Reading -Psalms  132-138 

WHAT  MORE  DO  YOU  WANT? 

A  coachman,  whom  I  met  in  the  ChaiW 
Islands  on  one  occasion,  told  me  how  he  gc 
peace  with  God.  For  years  his  wife,  who  is  ' 
Christian,  took  him  here  and  there  to  hear  th 
gospel  preached.  He  knew  the  plan  of  salvatio 
well,  and  became  increasingly  anxious  to  hav' 
peace  with  God,  yet  never  seemed  to  get  any  fur 
ther  than  desire. 

"About  three  months  ago,"  he  said,  " 
stopped  behind  at  the  close  of  a  gospel  meeting 
and  told  the  preacher  what  I  wanted." 

The  preacher  said  to  him,  "Did  the  Lon 
Jesus  die  for  you?" 

"Yes,  I  believe  that,"  he  answered. 

"And  was  He  raised  for  you?" 

"Yes,"  he  replied. 

"What  more  do  you  want?"  was  thi 
preacher's  earnest  question. 

At  once  the  scales  fell  from  his  eyes,  he  ap 
propriated  to  himself  the  blessing  by  faith,  an< 
he  went  away  rejoicing  in  salvation.  The  Lore 
Jesus  had  died  for  him,  and  was  raised  for  him 
what  more  did  he  want?  Surely  nothing! 


And  what  more  do  you  want,  anxioul 
reader?  And  what  more  can  you  have?  Surely 
nothing. 

I 

WEDNESDAY,  jjj 
JULY 

Scripture  Reading -Psalms  139-143 

WILL  YOU? 
An  evangelist  tells  how  when  he  was  con! 
ducting  a  gospel  service,  a  woman  who  was  anxf 
ious  about  her  soul's  salvation,  came  to  him.  Sh( 
had  long  said  that  she  could  not  understand  thtl 
plan  of  salvation.  The  evangelist  asked:  "Mrs 
Franklin,  how  long  have  you  been  Mrs 
Franklin?"  "Why,  ever  since  I  was  married,' i 
she  replied.  "And  how  did  you  become  Mrs! 
Franklin?"  he  asked.  "When  the  minister  said; 
'Wilt  thou  have  this  man  to  be  thy  wedded  hus 
band?'  I  just  said,  'Yes.'  "  "Didn't  you  say,  'I 
hope  so,'  or  'I'll  try  to'?"  asked  the  evangelist) 
"No,"  she  replied,  "I  said,  'I  will.'  "  Therj 
pointing  her  to  God's  Word,  he  said,  "God  is  ask 
ing  you  if  you  will  receive  His  Son  as  your  per  ' 
sonal  Saviour.  What  will  you  say  to  that?"  Heij 
face  lighted  up,  and  she  said,  "Why,  how  simple 
that  is!  Isn't  it  queer  that  I  didn't  say,  'Yes'  long 
ago?"  That  is  the  simple  faith  the  Bible  calls  for,! 


God's  part  is  to  make  us  "sons. 
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THURSDAY, 

|ULY 

ijripture  Beading -Psalms  144-150 

PULL  ON  BOTH  OARS 
An  old  Scotsman  operated  a  little  rowboat 
transporting  passengers.  One  day  a 
f  .ssenger  noticed  that  the  good  old  man  had 
crved  on  one  oar  the  word  "Faith,"  and  on  the 
c!ier  oar  the  word  '  'Works. ' '  Curiosity  led  him  to 
8'k  the  meaning  of  this.  The  old  man,  being  a 
v;ll-balanced  Christian  and  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  testimony,  said,  "I  will  show  you."  So 
Sjying,  he  dropped  one  oar  and  plied  the  other 
(!lled  Works,  and  they  just  went  around  in 
deles.  Then  he  dropped  that  oar  and  began  to 
w  the  oar  called  Faith,  and  the  little  boat  just 
\\nt  around  in  circles  again— this  time  the  other 
my  round,  but  still  in  a  circle.  After  this 
cimonstration  the  old  man  picked  up  Faith  and 
Aprks,  and  plying  both  oars  together,  sped  swift- 
1  over  the  water,  explaining  to  his  inquiring 
{.ssenger,  "You  see,  that  is  the  way  it  is  in  the 
(iristian  life.  Dead  works  without  faith  are 
leless,  and  'faith  without  works  is  dead'  also, 
fitting  you  nowhere. 


SATURDAY,  «i 
JULY 


But  faith  and  works  pulling  together  make 
fr  safety,  progress,  and  blessing. 

RIDAY,  go 

,ULY 

ripture  Beading— Proverbs  1-3 

"SET  THE  SAILS!" 

When  Hudson  Taylor,  the  famous  mis- 
ionary,  first  went  to  China,  it  was  in  a  sailing 
'sssel.  Very  close  to  the  shore  of  cannibal 
Hands  the  ship  was  becalmed,  and  it  was  slowly 
lilting  shoreward  unable  to  go  about  and  the 
4vages  were  eagerly  anticipating  a  feast. 

The  captain  came  to  Mr.  Taylor  and 
If  sought  him  to  pray  for  the  help  of  God.  "I 
'111,"  said  Taylor,  "provided  you  set  your  sails 
I  catch  the  breeze."  The  captain  declined  to 
itake  himself  a  laughing  stock  by  unfurling  in  a 
iead  calm.  Taylor  said,  "I  will  not  undertake  to 
iray  for  the  vessel  unless  you  will  prepare  the 
ijils."  And  it  was  done. 

i  While  engaged  in  prayer,  there  was  a  knock 

ii  the  door  of  his  stateroom.  "Who  is  there ? ' '  The 
iptain's  voice  responded,  "Are  you  still  praying 
ijr  wind?"  "Yes,"  "Well,"  said  the  captain, 
you'd  better  stop  praying,  for  we  have  more 
ind  than  we  can  manage." 


Scripture  Beading— Proverbs  4-7 

FAITH  OUTRIDES  STORM  AND  STRESS! 

The  great  thing  is  that  faith  will  carry  you 
through  every  day.  This  is  all.  God's  people  need 
that  today.  The  past  two  years  have  brought 
them  to  see  it.  "Unless  I  had  believed"— what 
would  you  have  done?  I  talked  with  a  man  who 
for  years  was  a  big  business  man  in  New  York 
City,  and  he  said,  "I  went  to  bed  one  night  two 
years  ago  worth  a  million  and  a  half.  I  felt  that  I 
was  ready  to  retire,  for  I  was  over  sixty  years  of 
age,  and  had  plenty  to  carry  me  through.  Then  I 
had  quite  a  little  sum  coming  from  stocks,  which 
I  could  use  in  the  Lord's  work."  He  was  a 
generous  man  and  liked  to  give  to  the  Lord.  That 
man  went  to  bed  worth  a  million  and  a  half,  and 
woke  up  the  next  morning  worth  nothing.  He 
found  everything  swept  away,  everything  he  had 
been  piling  up.  As  he  told  me  of  this,  he  said,  "If  I 
had  not  known  the  Lord,  I  would  have  gone  up  to 
the  top  floor  of  the  office  building,  on  the  26th 
floor,  and  I  would  have  jumped  out  the  window. 
Four  other  brokers  did  that  very  thing  the  day 
things  collapsed  here."  So  there  it  is.  "If  I  had 
not  believed,  I  would  have  committed  suicide." 
He  trusted  the  Lord  when  he  had  plenty  of 
money,  and  now  he  is  going  to  trust  Him  still. 

I  was  talking  to  a  woman  some  time  ago.  She 
said  good-bye  to  her  husband  and  child  one 
morning,  and  they  went  away  in  an  automobile. 
A  few  hours  later  came  the  message  of  the  terri- 
ble crash  in  which  both  were  killed.  She  said  to 
me,  "Oh,  my  brother,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Lord  I  would  have  gone  mad,  I  would  have  lost 
my  senses! "  Here  it  is  again,  "I  would  have  gone 
insane,  if  I  had  not  believed."  You  see,  this  verse 
will  fit  everybody,  every  circumstance,  every 
condition. 


How  truly  we  sing,  "Faith  is  the  victory  that 
overcomes  the  world. " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

Raymond  Lagcher,  a  licensed  minister  of 
the  Albemarle  Conference,  is  available  for  sup- 
ply work,  revivals,  and  full-time  or  part-time 
services.  He  may  be  contacted  by  phone  (919) 
927-4590  or  (919)  927-4439. 


I  And  sure  enough,  when  but  a  hundred  yards 
Way  the  cannibals  were  cheated  out  of  their 
\iman  prey. 


July  is  Christian  Education  Month. 
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IN  MEMORY 


The  Rev.  Dallas  Bryson 


'  'For  he  was  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith:  and  much 
people  were  added  unto  the  Lord" 
(Acts  11:24). 

On  April  1,  1984,  a  beautiful, 
peaceful,  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
gates  of  Heaven  were  opened 
wide,  the  red  carpet  was  rolled 
out,  and  the  Rev.  Dallas  Bryson 
looked  upon  his  Saviour's  face. 
After  66  years  on  this  earth,  he 
went  home  to  receive  his 
reward.  There  must  have  been 
great  rejoicing  in  Heaven  on 
this  day.  It  seems  somehow  fit- 
ting that  if  he  had  to  leave  us, 
he  would  go  on  Sunday,  the 
Lord's  Day. 


It  would  take  many  pages  for 
me  to  tell  of  my  feelings  for  this 
man.  He  was  my  friend,  ad- 
visor, and  the  first  man  I  ever 
loved.  Most  of  all  though,  he 
was  my  daddy.  Not  just  my 
father,  but  a  true  Daddy,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  I  feel 
truly  privileged  to  have  been 
his  daughter. 

He  was  a  faithful  husband, 
married  to  the  same  woman  for 
45  years,  and  still  very  much  in 
love  with  her.  He  was  a  loving 
father,  always  there  to  lend  a 
helping  hand.  He  was  a  proud 
grandfather.  Though  not  the 
kind  of  man  to  brag,  with  a  lit- 
tle prompting,  would  talk  for 
hours  about  his  grandchildren. 
But  most  of  all  he  was  a  true 
man  of  God,  and  he  lived  as  he 
died,  a  faithful  Christian. 

During  his  hospitalization,  he 
ministered  to  others.  Between 
the  time  of  his  heart  attack,  and 
his  death,  he  called  for  a  Bible, 
and  preached  from  his  hospital 
bed  to  another  patient.  He 
spoke  the  Word  of  God  to  the 
very  end.  I  feel  that  2  Timothy 
3:7  sums  up  his  life  very  well. 
"I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  finished,  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith." 

Sherri  Stanley 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEG1 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
per   minister.    Make  checi 
payable  to  the  North  Carol£, 
Ministerial  Association. 

For  further  information,  cc 
tact  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Mouj; 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olrv 
North  Carolina  28361; 
telephone  (919)  658-25i| 
(office),  or  (919)  658-93 
(home). 

COMING  EVENTS 

July  14 

Summer  Orientation  for  new  studen 
9:00  a.m.,  Room  209,  College  Hall.  Pi! 
gram  includes  English  and  mai 
testing,  Self-directed  Search  Educ 
tional  and  Vocational  Planning  Guic 
counseling-orientation  appointmer 
made.  For  information  contact  Dr. 1 
Thomas  Johnson,  vice  president  for  si| 
dent  affairs,  College  Hall,  Mount  Oil 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Caroli 
28365;  telephone  (919)  658-5056. 
July  16-20 

Basketball  Camp,  College  Hall.  F' 
boys  and  girls  from  rising  5th  grade 
to  rising  high  school  seniors.  Cost  1 
day  camp  is  $65;  for  boarding  cair 
$110.  For  application  or  informati 
contact  Bob  McEvoy,  athletic  direct* 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  Collej 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  283f' 
telephone  (919)  658-5056. 
July  30 -August  3 

All  Sports  Camp,  College  Hall.  For  bo 
and  girls  through  10th  grade.  Cost  $l| 
(See  information  above.) 
August  2 

Summer  Orientation  for  new  student^ 
(Information  the  same  as  July  14.) 

CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pittman  resid 
at  Route  3,  Kenly,  and  ar) 
members  of  St.  Mary's  Church 
Kenly.  Mr.  Pittman  serves  0( 
the  Board  of  Deacons  and  ha, 
recently  been  appointed  as  th 
church's  representative  for  th 
Children's  Home  in  the  church 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pittman  sen 
their  church  and  denominatic 
faithfully.  We  wish  to  than 
them  for  their  concern  fc 
children  and  their  dedication  1 
the  child  care  ministry  of  Fre 
Will  Baptists.  We  also,  wish  1 
thank  the  children  for  th 
establishment  of  this  endov 
ment  in  honor  of  their  parent! 
The  children  extend  to  anyon 
the  opportunity  to  contribute  t 
this  endowment. 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  MINISTERS  AT  CRAGMONT 


Pictured  here  are  the  General  Baptist  ministers.  Again  this  year  the  General 
Baptists  held  their  Ministers'  Conference  at  Cragmont.  The  featured  speaker  was 
Dr.  Dale  Moody,  a  noted  Bible  scholar  and  teacher.  Dr.  Moody  lectured  on  1  Corin- 
thians. Approximately  100  ministers  attended  the  conference.  Special  thanks  go  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Jones,  the  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  the  Rev.  Jackie  Godwin  for  their  hard  work  in  help- 
ing us  host  the  General  Baptist  ministers. 
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MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE 


TO:  All  Ministers  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
I  tists 

RE:  Pre-Registration  for  Cragmont  Ministers'  Conference,  July  23-26,  1984 

pear  Fellow  Minister: 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministerial  Association  wishes  to  invite  you  to 
jome  be  with  us  at  Cragmont  Assembly  on  July  23-26  for  our  annual  Ministers'  Con- 
ference. 

If  you  plan  to  attend  this  conference,  please  send  $10.00  and  the  registration  form 
>elow.  (Make  check  payable  to  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association.)  We  wish  to 
lave  your  pre-registration  by  July  15,  1984. 


PRE-REGISTRATION  FOR  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE 

July  23-26,  1984 

flame   

j^ddress  

Phone  Age   

Please  indicate  your  building  preference:  (Rooms  will  be  assigned  on  a  first-come  first-serve  basis) 

i^ain  Building  Motel  Floyd  House  Dorm  

jpo  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that  would  prevent  you  from  being  on  the  second  floor? 
STes  No  

fhe  ground  floor  of  the  Main  Building  will  be  reserved  for  those  with  health  problems, 
tfame  those  you  wish  to  room  with  if  you  stay  in  the  motel  or  in  the  Main  Building: 


|tfOTE ! ! :  All  ministers'  wives  who  stay  on  campus  will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  Dining  Hall. 
I   )  Check  here  if  your  wife  will  be  with  you. 

phis  year  your  registration  fee  will  go  to  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association. 
Please  let  us  know  how  you  wish  it  to  be  allotted: 

$5.00  will  go  for  your  dues  into  the  Ministerial  Association. 
The  remaining  $5.00  may  be  used  as  you  choose. 
(    )  Check  if  you  wish  $2.00  to  go  for  copy  of  group  picture 
(    )  Check  if  you  wish  $3.00  to  go  for  Student  aid  Fund 

Yes  No  Christian  Flag  Service  at  your  funeral 


Mail  your  registration  form  and  $10.00  deposit  to:  (by  July  15)  Doug  Skinner,  Box  117,  Arapahoe,  North 
Carolina  28510. 

^take  checks  payable  to  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association. 

It  you  are  unable  to  attend  the  Conference  and  wish  to  join  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist 
iviinisterial  Association,  please  send  $5.00  membership  dues  to  the  above  address. 
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From  the  Country  Christian  artists  who 
brought  you  two  Number  One  songs,  "Antioch 
Church  Choir"  and  "Good  Ole  Boys,"  comes 
the  new  release  "Too  Much  Thunder"  (Not 
EQOugh  Rain)." 

Available  through 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
and  Its  Branch  Bookstores 


COUNTRY 

ODUSTLUV 

MUSIC 
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Editorial 


When  I  Grow  Up 

For  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  everyone  has  told  me  that 
I  look  just  like  my  father.  This  comment  has  been  directed  to 
me  so  often  that  I  have  come  to  believe  that  one  could  pick  my 
dad  out  even  if  he  were  in  a  group  of  several  thousand  men. 
When  I  was  younger,  his  interests  were  my  interests,  his 
dreams  for  me  became  mine.  So  in  reality,  my  father  bears  a 
great  deal  of  responsibility  for  what  his  "little  girl"  is  today.  | 

This  is  not  unusual,  for  most  children  have  role  models,  in-  \ 
dividuals  who  help  to  mold  them  and  to  whom  those 
youngsters  turn  for  direction.  As  I  grow  older,  I  realize  more 
and  more  that  you  and  I  have  a  Role  Model  that  we  often  i 
overlook.   You   see,   as  Christians,   we   should  emulate 
Christ— but  this  is  not  a  popular  philosophy. 

Many  times  we  find  it  easy  to  talk  the  Christian  "game." 
In  fact,  some  of  us  never  shift  out  of  "reverend."  Our  attitudes 
remain  rather  sanctimonious.  But  I  am  burdened  by  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  a  truly  committed  people ;  we  have  not  learned  | 
that  Christianity  is  a  way  of  life  (it  is  not  a  game  created  for 
our  own  amusement  or  as  a  means  to  some  end). 

Some  of  us  have  nothing  but  excuses  for  the  Lord.  We  find 
it  easy  to  rationalize  why  we  do  not  live  like  a  believer— and 
we  sometimes  do  so  rather  convincingly.  (I  have  heard  so 
many  people  offer  excuses  for  not  living  committed  lives,  that 
I  hold  those  who  do  in  suspect. )  We  have  become  more  tradi- 
tional than  Spirit-led.  We  place  more  faith  in  the  sign  found  in 
front  of  our  church  than  we  do  in  Jesus  Christ.  Some  of  us  are 
more  interested  in  handing  out  tracts  with  denominational 
statements  than  we  are  in  making  statements  about  our  faith 
with  our  lives. 

Let  it  be  known:  I  am  a  churchman.  I  hold  our  Free  Will 
Baptist  doctrines  in  high  regard;  and  I  believe  that  the  local 
church  is  the  vehicle  ordained  by  God  to  be  an  effective  arm 
for  outreach.  There  are  so  many  in  our  communities  that  need 
our  witness— we  do  not  have  time  to  play  the  "games"  we 
have  been  playing.  The  church  as  we  know  it  often  does  more 
harm  than  good.  We  have  a  job  to  do ;  we  have  been  given  the 
Great  Commission.  But  we  serve  ourselves  more  than  we  do 
the  Lord. 

As  Christians,  we  need  faith,  an  effective  prayer  life,  a 
knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  fellowship  (and  fellowship 
is  a  ten-letter  word  spelled  church).  These  four  elements  help 
us  grow.  And  it  is  time  that  we  show  maturity.  Now  maturity 
is  not  a  matter  of  how  many  cakes  we  bought  at  some  church 
sale  last  week.  Instead,  it  is  measured  by  how  developed  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  in  our  lives.  I  don't  know  about  you,  but  I 
had  much  rather  be  known  as  a  peaceful,  joyous,  and  gentle 
person  who  loves  Jesus  than  as  a  member  of  some  church  who 
merely  did  nothing  for  15-20  years. 

Just  as  people  can  look  at  me  and  tell  whose  daughter  I 
am,  they  can  look  at  each  of  us  and  tell  whose  child  we  are. 
Whose  resemblance  do  you  bear?  The  people  in  the  world  are 
looking  for  Jesus.  They  should  be  able  to  look  at  us  and  see 
Him.  They  should  be  able  to  see  that  we  are  children  of  the 
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EVANGELISM  STRATEGY 
WORKSHOP,  WHEATON  COLLEGE 

June  18-22 

by  Frank  R.  Harrison 


The  Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison 


The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
j)od  news  for  all  the  world! 
je,  the  people  of  God,  are 
lithorized  by  God  to  get  out  the 
ord  of  hope  and  joy  that  saves 
:i)w  and  forever. 
The  Evangelism  Strategy 
jorkshop,  held  at  the  Billy 
'fraham  Center,  Wheaton  Col- 
Jge,  Wheaton,  Illinois,  sought 
f  help  each  person  come  to 
jjrips  with  lay  mobilization  and 
^dividual  opportunity  for 
witnessing.  The  workshop 
:cused  on  the  daily  contacts 
tat  each  person  has  through 
lork,  school,  clubs  or  just 
round  the  neighborhood.  True 
rangelism  happens  when  peo- 
lle  who  are  glowing  with  en- 
Uusiasm  for  their  Saviour 
•tone  in  touch  with  lives  that 
be  spiritually  cold  and  dark. 

A  Message  and  a  Challenge 

'"The  message  of  the  gospel  is 
|sus  Christ  and  Him  cru- 
I'fied,"  said  Hudson  T.  Armer- 
|  ng,  recently  retired  president 
«  Wheaton  College.  "It  is  the 
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message  of  the  Cross  that  lost 
men  and  women  need.  That 
message  is  empowered  by  God 
through  His  Holy  Spirit  to 
penetrate  the  heart  of  the  sin- 
ner." Dr.  Armerding  went  on  to 
tell  those  present  ".  .  .  and 
when  the  Word  of  Scripture  is 
faithfully  proclaimed,  it  is 
dynamic  and  alive  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  who  proclaims  Jesus 
Christ!" 

Another  great  challenge  was 
given  by  Charles  Colson,  one  of 
the  Watergate  conspirators, 
whose  life  has  been  changed  by 
Jesus  Christ.  Colson,  in  a  burn- 
ing zeal  of  compassion  for  lost 
souls  gave  the  group  four 
valuable  suggestions:  (1) 
preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  faithfully  and  fully— it  is 
God's  good  news  to  the  human 
race;  (2)  build  spiritual 
discipline  in  your  church— Bi- 
ble study,  prayer  and  worship 
are  absolutes  for  Christian 
growth  and  service ;  (3)  involve 
the  laity— they  are  a  part  of  the 
Body  of  Christ,  not  spectators; 
and  (4)  take  the  church  to  the 
people— we  cannot  wait  for  the 
lost  to  come  to  the  church,  but 
rather  go  seek  them  in  the  com- 
passion of  God  who  sent  His  Son 
as  a  shepherd  to  seek  us. 

Reaching  the  Lonely 

Dr.  William  Leslie,  pastor  of 
the  LaSalle  Street  Church, 
Chicago,  spoke  on  the  subject, 
"Reaching  the  Lonely  Crowd," 
to  set  the  challenge  of  reaching 
the  lonely  and  hurting  people  in 
our  society.  Loneliness  knows 
no  race,  class,  age  or  sex.  It  is  a 


major  disease  of  our  tech- 
nological, secular  society.  It  is 
especially  prevalent  among 
singles,  the  elderly,  successful 
leaders,  students  and  those  in 
dead  marriage  relationships. 
The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  church  has  a  message  of 
redemption,  and  relationships 
to  give  those  caught  in  the  woes 
of  loneliness,  by  creating  car- 
ing institutions  and  attitudes. 

Sessions  Offered  Variety 

The  variety  of  sessions  of- 
fered gave  the  participants 
practical  ideas  for  ministry  on 
every  level.  The  "Ministry  to 
Singles"  seminar  was  given  by 
James  Riedel,  director  of  adult 
ministries,  Wheaton  Bible  Col- 
lege. He  presented  concrete 
suggestions  on  working  with 
singles  as  a  group  in  the  local 
church. 

James  Engel,  professor  of 
communications  research  and 
evangelism  of  Wheaton 
Graduate  School,  led  "Out- 
reach by  Service."  In  this 
seminar  ideas  were  explored  on 
how  opportunities  to  share  and 
witness  arise  through  service  to 
others  in  the  local  community. 
This  service  could  be  through 
community  projects  or  helping 
an  individual  in  time  of  need 
and  crisis. 

"Reaching  the  Contem- 
porary Woman,"  by  Jill 
Briscoe,  author  and  lecturer  of 
Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  offered 
interesting  and  helpful  ideas  in 
ministry  with  women.  She 
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News  and  Notes 


Albemarle  Conference 
Meetings  to  Be  Held 

Hickory  Chapel  Church, 
Ahoskie,  will  host  the  Union 
Meeting  of  the  Albemarle  Con- 
ference on  July  28.  In  the 
evening,  the  Albemarle  League 
Convention  will  meet  with 
Mount  Zion  Church.  The 
scheduled  programs  are  as 
follows : 

UNION  MEETING 
OPENING  SESSION 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 
10:00— Devotions,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Over- 
man 

10:10— Welcome,  Miss  Sarah  Willough- 
by 

—Response,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Brick- 
house 

10:15— Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministers 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:30— Offering  for  Denominational  En- 
terprises 
—Announcements 
—Prayer  Time 

BUSINESS  SESSION 
10:40— Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

via  Literature 
—Report  of  Press,  via  Literature 
—Report  of  Missions,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Retirement  Homes, 
via  Literature 
10:50— Reading  of  Minutes   of  Last 
Union  for  Information 
—Report  of  Treasurer 
—Other  Business 
—Announcements  of  Next  Union 
11:00— Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

MORNING  WORSHIP 
ll:10-Hymn 

ll:20-Special  Music,  Host  Church 
11:25— Message,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
7:30— Devotion,  Mr.  Dean  Jones 
7:40— President's  Message,  Mr.  Lloyd 
Jones  Jr. 
—Appointment  of  Digest  Commit- 
tee 
—Offering 

—Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
-Sword  Drill 
—Hymn 

—Recognition  of  Ministers 
—Announcements 


—Special  Music 
—League  Program 
—Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
—Business  of  Digest  Committee 
—Report  of  Digest  Committee 
—Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
ture 

—Treasurer's  Report 
—Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
—Adjournment 
Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 

The  Gabriels  to  Sing 

The  Gabriels  will  sing  at 
Shiloh  Church,  Pinetown,  at 
7 : 30  p.m. ,  on  July  21.  The  public 
is  invited  to  attend. 

Cape  Fear  Union 
Meeting  Scheduled 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  Meet- 
ing will  be  held  at  Powhatan 
Church,  Johnston  County,  near 
Clayton,  on  Saturday,  July  28, 
1984.  The  scheduled  program  is 
as  follows: 

10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Devotion,  Mr.  Robert  Reep 
—Welcome,  Host  Church 
—Response,  Mr.  Bobby  Johnson 

10 : 20— Enrollment  of  Officers  and  Mini- 
sters 

—Recognition  of  Visitors 
—Reading   of   Minutes   of  Last 
Union 

—Appointment  of  Committees 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Report  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises 
—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 
—Special  Music 

—Offering  and  Offertory  Prayer 
—Message,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Scar- 
borough 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjournment 
—Lunch  and  Christian  Fellowship 
Moderator,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Scarborough 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ruth  Warrick 

Eastern  District  Study 
Course  Announced 

There  will  be  an  Eastern 
District  Study  Course  held  on 
Saturday,  August  11, 1984,  from 
10  a.m.  until  noon,  at  Verona 
Church,  Highway  17  South,  7 
miles  from  Jacksonville.  The 
topic  will  be  "Stewardship," 
based  on  the  book,  The  Chris- 
tian's Secret  of  a  Happy  Life  for 


Today,  by  Catherine  Jacksdl 
The  teacher  will  be  Vic& 
Wade  from  Kinston. 

Fifth  Union  Meeting  of 
Eastern  Conference  to  Be  He! 

The  Fifth  Union  Meeting  I 
the  Eastern  Conference  w' 
meet  with  the   Core  Cre«| 
Church,  Cove  City,  on  Satu 
day,  July  28,  at  9:30  a.m.  Ani 
teresting  program   is  beii 
planned. 

Fourth  Central  Union 
Meeting  Scheduled 

The  Fourth  Central  Uni< 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Asp< 
Grove  Church,  near  Fountail 
on  July  29.  The  scheduled  pi* 
gram  is  as  follows: 

MORNING  SESSION 
10:00— Sunday  School 
11:00— Hymn,  "Victory  in  Jesus" 
—Welcome,  David  Hobgood 
—Response,   Harrell's  Chap( 
Annabelle  Morris 
11:15— President's  Response 

—Greetings  from  the  Childrer 
Home 

—Mount  Olive  College  Report 
—Missions  Report 
—Special  Music,  Saratoga  Chun 
11:30— Sermon,  the  Rev.  Ed  Thorntoi 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:30— Hymn,  "Because  He  Lives" 
—Devotion,  Ben  Rollins 
—Business  Session 
—Program,  Local  Church 
2 : 15— Adjournment 


WANTED  .  .  .  MEN! 

There  is  a  story  to  the  ef- 
fect that  a  certain  society 
in  South  Africa  once  wrote 
to  David  Livingston, 
"Have  you  found  a  good  i 
road  to  where  you  are?  If 
so,  we  want  to  know  how  to 
send  other  men  to  join 
you." 

Livingston  replied,  "If 
you  have  men  who  will 
come  ONLY  if  they  know  i 
there  is  a  good  road,  I 
don't  want  them.  I  want 
men  who  will  come  even  if 
there  is  no  road  at  all. 

—Selected 
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1984  CAMP  VANDEMERE  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 


The  9th  annual  Camp  Vandemere  Woman's  Conference  began 
Jonday,  June  18,  with  twenty-four  regular  campers.  This  number 
icluded  four  Women  of  the  Year,  four  first-time  campers,  and  five 
ho  have  attended  every  year. 

:  The  theme ,  ' '  Marks  of  Maturity , ' '  was  based  on  Colossians  1:9, 
),  using  Verse  10  as  the  theme  verse  and  "More  Like  the  Master" 
s  the  theme  song.  Those  who  spoke  on  the  seven  marks  of  maturity 
'sted  by  the  Apostle  Paul  were  Rena  Kirk,  Virginia  Skinner,  Clara 
llmore,  Irene  Morris,  the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner,  and  Caroline 
jastelloe. 

Rudene  Kennedy  gave  an  introductory  study  of  Psalm  119  on 
jfonday  and  Tuesday  nights.  On  Wednesday  night,  the  Rev.  David 
tines  conducted  a  riverside  service,  including  a  memorial  service 
br  the  late  Rev.  Willie  Stilley.  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  Foreign  Mis- 
ions  Director,  was  the  Thursday  night  speaker. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  the  Rev.  Donald  Fader  discussed  Superan- 
uation,  and  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells 
epresented  Home  Missions.  The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner  escorted 
lampers  on  their  Wednesday  trip  to  the  Pottery,  to  Beaufort  House 
iestaurant  for  lunch,  and  to  other  points  of  interest,  including  a 
top  for  ice  cream. 

Music  director,  Annie  Belle  Hines,  presented  special  music  at 
fiost  services,  and  led  the  Camp  Vandemere  choir  on  Thursday 
Sight  as  they  sang,  "Win  Them  One  by  One."  Choirs  from  Mt.  Zion, 
Garden's  Grove,  and  Arapahoe  were  welcomed  guests,  renewing 
Id  friendships  and  providing  special  music. 

Mt.  Zion's  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bob  Yates,  presented  the  choir  and 
welcomed  the  visitors  to  Camp  Vandemere.  On  Thursday,  almost 
veryone  signed  a  special  note  to  two  former  Arapahoe  choir 
iiembers,  Willem  and  Lydia  van  der  Plas,  who  are  now  in  the 
,hilippines. 

Crafts  director,  Louise  Bryan,  taught  campers  the  art  of  sten- 
llling.  With  crafts  director,  Hazel  Stilley,  they  appliqued  hens  and 
posters.  Experts  and  novices  alike  enjoyed  an  old-fashioned 
suilting  party,  working  on  the  "lazy  daisy"  Camp  Vandemere  Quilt 
;repared  by  Janet  Brown,  "Miss  Camp  Vandemere  of  1983-84." 
IThe  quilt  will  be  awarded  at  the  September  Eastern  District 
Voman's  Auxiliary  Convention.  Watch  the  Baptist  for  details. 


Camp  Vandemere 

The  new  "Miss  Camp 
Vandemere  of  1984-85,"  Rena 
Kirk,  was  crowned  Thursday 
night,  as  Women  of  the  Year 
formed  the  Queen's  Court. 
Women  of  the  Year  who  were 
honored  during  the  week  in- 
cluded Hazel  Avery,  Diane 
Becker,  Myrtle  Brown,  Sally 
Dawson,  Agnes  Garner,  Nettie 
Jenkins,  Bernadine  Lovick,  and 
Annie  Ruth  Parrish. 

Co-directors  Happy  Taylor 
and  Nina  Grace  Register  ex- 
pressed appreciation  for  the 
cooperation  of  all  those  who 
helped  make  the  Conference  a 
success. 

Nina  Grace  Register 


FRANCIS  SCHAEFFER, 
EVANGELICAL 
APOLOGIST,  DIES 

Francis  A.  Schaeffer  IV,  72, 
noted  United  States  evangelical 
who  ministered  to  thousands  of 
American  young  people  at 
L'Abri  Fellowship  in  French- 
speaking  Switzerland,  died 
May  15,  in  Rochester,  Min- 
nesota, from  cancer  that  had 
been  in  remission  for  several 
years. 

Ordained  as  a  minister  in  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church-Evangelical  Synod,  he 
automatically  became  allied 
with  the  newer  Presbyterian 
Church  in  America  when  that 
body  absorbed  the  RPC-ES. 
The  noted  apologist  and  author 
in  earlier  days  had  been 
associated  with  Dr.  J.  Gresham 
Machen,  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  professor  who  was 
forced  out  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.A.,  during  the 
heated  Fundamentalist- 
Modernist  controversy  in  1929. 

In  recent  years  Schaeffer  had 
been  a  strong  proponent  of 
biblical  inerrancy  and  a  foe  of 
secular  humanism.  He  became 
a  highly  visible  crusader 
against  abortion,  infanticide, 
and  euthanasia  in  the  com- 
pany of  Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop, 
now   United   States  Surgeon 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Foreign  Missions 


PHIL  SHEPARD- 
SUMMER  MISSIONARY 


On  June  12, 1984, 1  took  Phil  to 
the  airport  in  Raleigh  to  begin 
his  journey  to  the  Philippines. 
This  was  a  very  exciting  day 
for  Phil.  This  was  his  first 
flight,  and  his  first  trip  to 
another  country  where  he 
would  be  completely  sur- 
rounded by  a  different  people 
and  culture. 

Phil  arrived  safely  in  the 
Philippines  on  June  13,  and  will 
spend  two  months  there.  Dur- 
ing his  stay  he  will  be  working 
with  Missionary  Charles  Bar- 
nard. He  will  be  involved  with 
the  students  at  Palawan  Bible 
Institute  and  also  in  rural 
evangelism.  He  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  visit  in  areas 
where  the  gospel  has  never 
been  preached.  Join  me  in 
prayer  that  the  Lord  will  use 
Phil  for  a  fruitful  ministry  this 
summer. 

Harold  Jones 
Director- Treasurer 

(Phil  wrote  the  following  letter  short- 
ly after  arriving  in  the  Philippines.  I'm 
sure  this  will  be  of  interest  to  you. ) 


Dear  Friends, 

Greetings  from  Palawan  in  the  Philippines!  I  want  to  shai 
what  God  is  doing  here  and  suggest  some  items  for  anyone  i] 
terested  to  pray  about.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  prayers  whic 
have  helped  to  bring  me  here  this  summer. 

The  people  are  among  the  poorest  in  the  nation  with  many  < 
them  fishermen  or  nomadic  farmers.  Families  are  large  hen 
often,  ten  to  twenty  live  in  a  10'  x  10'  area.  Many  claim  a  form  < 
religion  or  have  been  baptized  but  most  are  not  born  agai 
followers  of  Christ.  ( See  John  3 : 3-8, 16-18. )  The  Lord's  name  is  use 
as  a  good  luck  charm  here.  Icons  are  set  up  everywhere  for  woi 
ship.  The  Filipinos  are  much  like  the  men  of  Athens  in  Ad 
17:22-31. 

I  am  working  with  Charles  Barnard  in  Puerto  Princesa  Cit; 
He  has  a  wife,  Jackie,  and  two  children,  Shanna  and  Jeffrey.  The 
have  helped  me  to  adjust  to  Filipino  culture.  God  has  humbled  m 
in  a  culture  where  a  four-year-old  functions  better  than  I  car 
Charles  is  overseeing  the  work  of  the  pastors  while  Jackie  i 
teaching  at  the  Palawan  Bible  Institute. 

PBI  has  graduated  a  good  core  of  Christians  wanting  to  serv 
God.  Graduates  from  PBI  lead  home  Bible  studies  that  are  brin§ 
ing  people  to  Jesus  Christ.  The  teens  (many  of  them  PBI  students 
are  active  in  neighborhood  child  evangelism.  They  teach  th 
children  to  memorize  Scripture,  songs  about  Jesus,  and  how  to  liv 
as  a  Christian. 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  describe  everything,  so  here  ar 
some  prayer  requests : 

 More  workers  for  this  Island  of  Palawan  (Matthew  9:37,  38). 

 Holy  Spirit  to  open  the  eyes  of  those  taken  astray  by  unbiblical  teaching.  S 


many  know  of  Jesus  but  do  not  KNOW  Him  (2  Timothy  3:5). 

 Holy  Spirit  to  work  through  preaching,  changed  lives,  and  home  Bible  studie 

to  bring  people  into  a  restored  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  (1  John  4:9). 

  Political  and  economic  stability  so  that  the  missionaries  may  stay  her, 

(Romans  10:14,  15). 

 More  cooperation  with  other  evangelical  groups  (John  17:20,  21). 

 On  July  1,  three  evangelism  teams  began  work  in  new  areas.  Pray  for  ob< 

dience  to  and  trust  in  God's  leading  and  for  people  to  be  set  free  from  the  clutches  t 
Satan  (John  8:31,  32). 

 Recovery  from  an  ear  operation  for  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker  (James  5:14-16). 

 Continued  success  in  training  Filipinos  to  lead  their  people  in  their  churc 

(2  Timothy  2:2). 

 That  believers  would  grow  as  they  submit  fully  to  the  authority  of  Scriptur 

(2  Timothy  3:16;  Hebrews  4:12). 

Lovt 
Phil  Shepar 
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(Children's  HomeB 

SUMMERFEST  '84 


Group  activities. 


The  children  and  staff  took  a  break  from  the 
routine  on  June  20  for  a  day  of  activities  on  the 
campus  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Inc.  It  was  a  day  of  fun,  races,  games, 
jswimming,  and  good  fellowship.  The  children 
were  divided  into  four  teams  and  a  social  worker 
served  as  captain  of  each  team.  Houseparents, 
jstaff  and  guests  were  also  divided  between  each 
iteam  for  the  races  and  contest. 

The  festivities  began  at  10:30  with  an  egg 
toss,  grapefruit  pass  race,  suitcase  race, 
stabbing  dual,  water  balloon  relay,  and  tug  of 
war.  There  was  much  enthusiasm,  excitement, 
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yelling,  and  cheering  by  all !  After  an  hour  and  a 
half  of  vigorous  activities,  everyone  was  ready 
for  a  cookout  which  was  provided  by  the  Home.  A 
special  treat  was  provided  by  Mello  Butter  Ice 
Cream  of  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  who  provided 
Nutty-Buddies  for  everyone. 

The  afternoon  brought  a  true  test  of  young 
verses  old  in  a  softball  game  between  the  staff 
and  children.  The  game  proved  that  the  children 
were  in  better  shape  than  the  staff.  But,  we  all 
got  a  chance  that  day  to  experience  the  "little 
kid"  in  each  of  us,  including  our  Executive 
Director,  Bobby  Taylor! 

After  the  game,  we  presented  trophies  to  the 
children  exhibiting  outstanding  sportsmanship, 
and  most  valuable  players.  The  Outstanding 
Sportsmanship  Trophy  was  awarded  to  Judi; 
and  Most  Valuable  Player  Trophies  were 
awarded  to  James  and  Steven.  These  children 
were  proud  of  their  awards  and  accom- 
plishments for  that  day.  First  place  team 
members  received  a  box  of  24  Nutty-Buddies 
each.  You  would  have  thought  we  had  given 
them  a  $100! 

We  would  like  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
following  people  for  their  donation,  participa- 
tion, and  contribution  to  our  First  Annual  Sum- 
merfest  1984,  for  they  helped  to  make  it  a  big  suc- 
cess: Mellow  Butter  Cup,  Wilson,  North 
Carolina;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  Godwin, 
Wilson,  North  Carolina;  Wilson  Department  of 
Social  Services— Debbie  Orcutt;  the  Rev.  Billy 
Toler,  pastor  of  Stony  Hill  Church;  Middlesex 
Elementary  School;  Wilson  Fire  Department; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Lamm  and  family;  and  the 
Wilson  Trophy  and  Sign  Company. 


Having  fun. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
IS  AFFORDABLE 

From  its  beginning,  it  has  been  the  policy  of 
Mount  Olive  College  to  provide  financial 
assistance  for  worthy  and  qualified  students  up 
to  the  full  level  of  their  need.  In  addition  to  need 
based  assistance,  the  College  provides  scholar- 
ships and  grants  based  on  merit  and  service  to 
the  College.  A  special  grant  of  $1,250  annually  is 
available  to  full-time  Free  Will  Baptist  students. 

Illustrations  of  the  kinds  of  aid  available  for 
the  1984-85  academic  year  (two  semesters)  are 
given  below. 

Commuting  Student 

Tuition  and  Fees  $2,850 
♦Less :  North  Carolina 

Legislative  Tuition  Grant    $  850 
Less :  Free  Will 

Baptist  Tuition  Grant  1,250 
Fixed  Grants  2,100 
Balance  $  750 


Mrs.  Martha  Walter,  seated,  works  in  the  Admissions  O) 
fice  to  help  finance  her  education.  Her  husband  is  i 
ministerial  student  at  the  College.  Standing  is  Mrs.  Dianm 
Riley,  director  of  admissions. 

Resident  Student 

Tuition  and  Fees  $2,850 
Room  and  Board  2,150 
Total  Charges  $5,000 
*Less :  North  Carolina 

Legislative  Tuition  Grant  $  850 
Less :  Free  Will 

Baptist  Tuition  Grant  1,250 
Fixed  Grants  2,100 
Balance  $2,9( 

Additional  Aid  Available  for  1984-85 

For  students  who  need  additional  aid,  other  resources  include : 

1.  Pell  Grants — A  Federal  Program  based  on  need  with  grants  ranging  from  $250  to  $1,900. 

2.  *North  Carolina  Contract  Grants — A  State  Program  based  on  need  with  grants  ranging  from  $100 1 
$800. 

3.  Supplemental  Educational  Opportunity  Grant — Federal  grants  from  $200  to  $800  annually  based  oi 
exceptional  need. 

4.  *North  Carolina  Student  Incentive  Grant — Amounts  range  from  $500  to  $1,500  based  on  need  as  de 
termined  by  College  Foundation,  Inc. 

5.  Academic  Honors  and  Leadership  Scholarships — Awarded  by  the  College  on  the  basis  of  higl 
school  grades  (average  of  90  through  the  senior  year),  Scholastic  Aptitude  Test  (SAT)  scores  ant 
an  interview.  Amounts  range  from  $500  to  $1,500  annually. 

6.  Athletic  and  Music  Grants — Awards  normally  begin  at  $500  with  maximum  based  on  talent  and  per 
formance. 

7.  College  Work  Study — Opportunities  to  earn  up  to  $800  annually  through  part-time  campus  employ 
ment.  Amount  based  on  number  of  hours  worked,  up  to  6%  weekly,  at  minimum  Federal  wage. 

8.  Education  Loans — Up  to  the  full  level  of  unmet  need.  For  qualified  students,  no  interest  is  chargec 
during  the  period  of  enrollment.  Long-term  repayment  schedule  at  8%  interest  begins  six  month! 
after  college. 

9.  Ministerial  Students — The  College  guarantees  scholarships/grants  to  cover  the  cost  of  tuition  ex 
cept  for  $25  per  course  for  ordained  ministers.  Licensed  ministers  must  have  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Ordination  of  their  conference. 

10.  Wives  of  Ministers — The  wife  of  an  ordained  or  licensed  minister  (as  qualified  above)  is  guaran 
teed  scholarships/grants  to  cover  the  cost  of  tuition  except  for  $25  per  course. 

♦Those  items  marked  with  an  asterisk  apply  to  students  who  are  bona  fide  residents  of  North  Carolina- 
Application  and  Information 

An  applicant  for  the  above  aid  must  file  the  appropriate  application  form.  Full  information  will  be 
provided  immediately  upon  request. 

Now,  that  you  know  that  Mount  Olive  College  is  affordable,  why  not  take  advantage  of  the  oppor 
tunity  of  attending  a  college  committed  to:  Academic  Excellence,  Christian  Values  and  Freedom  With 
Guidance. 

There  is  still  time  to  enroll  for  the  Fall  semester  which  begins  August  26.  Visit,  call  or  write  the  Ad 
missions  Office,  Henderson  Building,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
telephone:  919/658-2502. 

Mount  Olive  College  cares  for  its  students. 
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/OMEN  TO  ATTEND  YOUTH 
CAMP  IN  GEORGIA 


Alice  Hines  (left),  a  Mount  Olive  Col- 
Wge  alumna,  and  Dianne  B.  Riley, 
\irector  of  admissions  at  Mount  Olive 
\ollege,  plan  their  trip  to  Georgia.  The 
omen  will  be  participating  in  the  Paul 
'aimer  Conference  Youth  Camp,  July 
8-27. 

|  Dianne  B.  Riley  and  Alice 
jlines  are  making  plans  to  at- 
tend Youth  Camp  in  southwest 
Georgia,  July  22-27.  They  will 
!)e  teaching  music  and  classes 
or  teenagers.  They  will  also 
jlirect  special  programs  and 
un  activities  each  evening. 

The  camp  is  sponsored  by  the 
Paul  Palmer  Conference  which 
s  composed  of  Zion,  White 
Pond,  Live  Oak,  Bethlehem  and 
Jakin  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  of  the  southwest 
jaeorgia  area.  The  camp  will  be 
leld  at  Norman  Park  Baptist 
Assembly,  with  David  Still 
Serving  as  camp  director.  Still 
s  a  member  of  Zion  Church, 
rhe  Rev.  Dan  Rivers  will  serve 
ks  camp  minister  and  will 
;each  the  adult  classes.  Rivers 
s  pastor  of  Zion  Church. 
*  Mrs.  Riley,  director  of  admis- 
sions at  Mount  Olive  College, 
jnade  her  first  trip  to  the  Youth 
Camp  in  1975.  Since  that  time 
j3he  has  missed  only  a  few  sum- 
mers. She  is  a  member  of  St. 
Mary's  Church  in  New  Bern. 

This  year  will  be  the  first 
time  Miss  Hines  has  attended 
the  camp.  She  is  a  former 
Mount  Olive  College  student 
who  is  presently  teaching 
mathematics  at  Plymouth  High 
School.  Miss  Hines  is  a  member 
bf  Winterville  Church. 

Both  women  expressed  their 
|excitement  at  attending  the 
icamp.  They  look  forward  to  a 
wonderful  week  of  making  new 
friends    and  experiencing 
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spiritual  blessings  along  with 
the  campers. 


THE  REV.  HOWARD 
STARLING  TO  SPEAK  AT 
MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 


The  Rev.  Howard  Starling 


The  Rev.  Howard  Starling, 
pastor  of  Otway  Church  near 
Beaufort,  will  be  one  of  the 
speakers  at  the  annual 
Ministers'  Institute.  His  topic 
will  be  "The  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
Book  of  Acts,"  and  is  part  of  the 
August  7  program. 

An  ordained  minister  for  27 
years,  Mr.  Starling  was  a 
pastor  in  churches  in  Fairview 
Heights,  Illinois;  Oakley, 
Delaware;  and  Roanoke, 
Virginia.  He  has  been  at  Otway 
Church  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Starling  has  served  as 
academic  dean  of  the  Disciple 
Bible  Institute,  Greensboro, 
Maryland,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  regents  of 
Southern  Bible  College, 
Houston,  Texas.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Bethesda  Christian 
College. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Starling  has 
been  a  radio  preacher  and  an 
interdenominational  evangelist 
ministering  across  the  United 
States. 

Primarily  a  Bible  expositor, 
he  has  devoted  many  hours  to 
biblical  research.  A  major  por- 
tion of  his  time  has  been 
devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Holy 


Spirit  and  related  subjects.  He 
believes  his  primary  duty  is  to 
proclaim  the  written  Word  of 
God,  not  from  human  perspec- 
tive, but  from  God's  point  of 
view. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Wells 


The  Ministers'  Institute  is 
scheduled  for  August  6,  7,  and 
will  begin  each  day  at  9 : 30  a.m. 
in  Room  115  of  the  Henderson 
Building  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. Other  participants  include 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Culpepper,  pro- 
fessor of  theology,  South- 
eastern Baptist  Theological 
Seminary;  Dr.  Michael  Pelt, 
chairman  of  the  Humanities 
Division,  Mount  Olive  College; 
and  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  pastor 
of  Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Sims. 

On  August  6,  a  picnic  will  be 
held  at  5  p.m.  and  a  worship 
service  is  planned  in  Rodgers 
Chapel  at  7  p.m.  All  ministers 
and  their  wives  are  encouraged 
to  attend. 

For  further  information,  con- 
tact Frank  R.  Harrison,  Direc- 
tor of  Denominational  Services, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
telephone  (919)  658-2502 
(office),  or  (919)  658-9363 
(home). 


MEETING  CANCELED 

The  Central  Conference 
Ministers'  Fellowship  sched- 
uled for  July  23  has  been 
canceled.  The  Ministers'  Con- 
ference at  Cragmont  is  being 
held  at  that  time. 
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THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

The  field  of  Christian  educa- 
tion has  expanded  tremendous- 
ly over  the  last  few  decades. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of 
books  and  resources  on  Chris- 
tian education  are  published 
each  year.  So  a  very  practical 
problem  is  knowing  what 
resources  are  available  and 
how  to  get  them. 

Ruth  Gordon  Cheney  has 
recently  edited  a  book  which 
can  help  meet  this  need. 
It  is  Christian  Education 
Catalog.  It  was  published  in 
1981  by  The  Seabury  Press.  The 
author  is  a  familiar  figure  in 
the  world  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. She  has  worked  with 
church  groups  of  many 
denominations  and  with  people 
of  all  ages  and  interests.  She 
has  a  keen  perception  of  what 
constitutes  a  useful  tool  or 
resource. 

Christian  Education  Catalog 
is  a  bibliography  which  lists 
some  of  the  best  resources  on 
Christian  education  available 
today.  It  lists  quality  resources 
and  books  for  teachers  of 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  It 
lists  books,  guides,  filmstrips, 
cassettes,  and  other  materials 
on  every  aspect  of  Christian 
education.  It  includes  a  listing 
of  materials  for  such  special 
ministries  as  single  persons, 
divorced  persons,  aging,  young 
adult  resources,  and  resources 
with  workers  with  exceptional 
persons.  It  also  lists  resources 
for  evangelism,  worship,  and 
Christian  theology.  She  in- 
cludes helpful  resources  for 
celebrating  Advent,  Christmas, 
and  Easter.  Also  included  are 
resources  concerning  lay  train- 
ing, church  libraries,  guides  to 
Bible  study,  prayer,  spiritual 
growth,  and  the  use  of  the  arts 
in  Christian  education. 

The  author  does  more  than 
just  list  the  resources,  she 
describes  each  one  and  tells  us 
how  we  can  get  them.  She  gives 
the  publisher,  the  address,  and 
even  the  phone  number.  I  have 


found  it  to  be  a  very  valuable 
tool  and  resource. 

You  can  order  this  book 
through  our  Press  or  one  of  its 
bookstores. 


Retirement  Homes 

RELIGIOUS 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

June,  1984 

Total,  $1,732.99 

ALBEMARLE 

Mount  Tabor 

$  25.00 

Mount  Zlon 

156.56 

Sidney 

38.53 

Total 

$220.09 

CAPE  FEAR 

Goldsboro,  First 

$500.00 

Haymount 

27.19 

Mount  Olive 

20.00 

Total 

$547.19 

CENTRAL 

Daniels  Chapel 

$  50.00 

Edge  wood 

5.00 

Gum  Swamp 

100.00 

Hugo 

25.00 

Saratoga 

30.00 

X  OX  K/\Jl  VJ  i  X   XX  O  I 

i9K  no 

Total 

$335.00 

EASTERN 

Dublin  Grove 

$  15.00 

Oriental 

5.00 

Rock  of  Zion 

150.00 

Total 

$170.00 

PEE  DEE 

Oak  Grove 

$  96.96 

Total 

$  96.96 

WESTERN 

Barnes  Hill 

$  56.25 

Piney  Grove 

62.50 

Sherron  Acres 

20.00 

Spring  Hill 

125.00 

Saint  Mary's 

100.00 

Total 

$363.75 

ITEMS  FOR  SALE 

Union  Grove  Church  has  two 
items  for  sale  that  might  be  of 
interest  to  other  churches. 
These  items  are  as  follows : 

1  Rex  Rotary  Mimeograph  Ma- 
chine 

1  Royal  Typewriter  (Manual) 

Anyone  interested  in  these 
items  should  contact  Mr.  Ray 
Taylor  by  calling  him  after 
6  p.m.  at  (919  )  242-4088. 


COMING  EVENTS 
July— Entire   Month  Desi 

nated  by   the   State  C<m 

vention  as  Christian  Educi 

tion  Month 
July    2i-Home  Mission 

Workers'  Banquet 
July  23-26— Ministers'  Coi 

ference  at  Cragmont 
July  23— Cape  Fear  Minister! 

Fellowship 

July  23— Cape  Fear  Ordainiri 

Council,  1:30  p.m. 
July  28— Piedmont  Quarter!; 

Conference   and  Ordainin 

Council  Meeting 
July  28— Western  Youth  Cor! 

vention,  7:30  p.m. 
July  29— Mount  Olive  Colleg 

Scholarship  Day 
July  29 — Second  Central  Unioi1 

Meeting  and  Sunday  Schoo 

Convention,  Ay  den  Church 

Ayden 

July  29— Fourth  Central  Unioi 
Meeting,  Aspen  Grov( 
Church  near  Fountain 

July  30 — August  k — Young  Pec 
pie's  Bible  Conference  a 
Cragmont 


CLEAN  HANDS 


A  boy  who  wanted  to  b« 
helpful  to  his  mother  woul< 
stand  by  her  as  she  prepare* 
the  evening  meal.  In  his  eage; 
desire  to  lighten  her  work  hi1 
would  ask,  "Mother,  may  I  pu 
the  bread  on  the  table?'1 
Mother  would  always  reply 
"My  son,  are  your  hand! 
clean?"  Years  later  he  wai 
desirous  to  give  to  others  God'i 
bread  of  life  and  his  mother'! 
voice,  though  long  stilled  ii 
death,  came  to  him,  "My  son 
are  your  hands  clean?" 

"Be  ye  clean  that  bear  th«J 
vessels  of  the  Lord"  (Isaial 
52:11). 

— Selecte< 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


jFor  July  22 

REFORM:  BY  FORCE? 

Lesson  Text:  2  Kings  10:18,  19, 
24-31 

Memory  Verse:  Proverbs  24:5 

Jehu's  record  is  a  bloody  one. 
jHe  represents  much  that  is  the 
very  opposite  of  the  qualities 
jjesus  commended.  Jesus  ex- 
alted poverty  of  spirit,  Jehu 
iwas  proud;  Jesus  called  for 
jmercy,  Jehu  exemplified  cruel- 
ty; Jesus  was  a  peacemaker, 
Jehu  a  man  of  war. 

We  are  confronted  here  with 
some  of  the  moral  difficulties 
we  face  in  reading  the  Old 
Testament.  It  is  a  fact  that 
Jesus  taught  self-sacrifice 
rather  than  violence  and 
destruction.  He  not  only  taught 
this,  but  he  exemplified  it  in  His 
Jlife.  When  He  was  struck  He 
bore  it;  when  He  was  cursed  He 
did  not  curse  back;  when  He 
(was  crucified  He  prayed  for 
God's  forgiveness  for  those  who 
did  the  deed.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  when  a  Samaritan  village 
refused  to  receive  Jesus, 
James  and  John  asked  if  they 
should  not  pray  for  fire  to  rain 
down  upon  it.  It  is  significant 
that  they  added,  "as  Elijah 
did"  (Luke  9:54;  see  2  Kings 
1 : 10-12) .  Jesus  replied  that  they 
did  not  know  what  manner  of 
spirit  they  were  of.  That  is,  His 
spirit  was  one  of  salvation,  not 
.destruction.  It  may  be  asked, 
,"Why,  then,  does  God  work 
with  men  like  Jehu,  men  who 
are  obviously  far  from  His 
ideals  for  man?"  The  answer  of 
course  is  that  He  does  the  best 
jHe  can  with  the  material 
available. 

Frequently  Jehu  is  severely 
i  criticized  for  his  violent  action. 
jBut  we  must  remember  that 
,  God  has  often  used  the  sword  to 
execute  His  judgment  upon  evil 
j  and  upon  those  who  lead  others 
| astray.  He  used  Israel  to 
'destroy  the  wicked  nations  in 
'Canaan.    He  specifically 
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ordered  Jehu  to  exterminate 
the  family  of  Ahab  (2  Kings  9:7, 
8).  We  may  have  questions 
about  Jehu's  motives,  but  he 
did  carry  out  God's  command. 

Jehu  first  appears  in  the 
biblical  account  in  God's  in- 
struction to  Elijah  on  Mount 
Horeb.  The  prophet  was  told  to 
anoint  "Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi 
...  to  be  king  over  Israel" 
(1  Kings  19:12-16).  At  the  time, 
Ahab  was  still  ruling.  In  time 
he  was  killed  in  the  battle  at 
Ramoth-gilead,  as  we  saw  in 
last  week's  lesson.  Ahab  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Ahaziah, 
who  died  after  ruling  only  two 
years.  Since  Ahaziah  had  no 
son  to  succeed  him,  the  throne 
passed  on  to  his  brother,  Joram 
(Jehoram). 

During  Joram 's  reign  Jehu 
was  anointed  by  a  messenger 
sent  to  him  by  Elijah's  suc- 
cessor, Elisha.  Ramoth-gilead 
was  again  being  besieged,  and 
Jehu  was  one  of  the  army  cap- 
tains in  command  of  the  cam- 
paign. The  messenger  found 
Jehu  and  led  him  to  an  inner 
chamber  where  he  anointed 
him  as  the  future  king  of  Israel 
and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
nounced a  solemn  judgment 
upon  "the  whole  house  of 
Ahab."  A  special  doom  was 
assigned  to  Jezebel. 

Jehu  came  forth  from  the 
private  room  and  upon  being 
questioned  by  his  fellow  cap- 
tains announced  what  Elisha's 
messenger  had  done.  They  then 
threw  their  garments  under 
him,  blew  trumpets,  and 
declared  that  Jehu  was  king 
(2  Kings  9:1-13). 

Joram  had  been  wonderful  in 
fighting  with  the  Syrians  at 
Ramoth-gilead  and  had  gone  to 
Jezreel  to  recover  in  his  palace. 
Jezreel  was  about  forty  miles 
west  of  Ramoth-gilead  and 
about  twenty  miles  north  of 
Samaria.  As  soon  as  Jehu  was 
proclaimed  king  he  departed 
for  Jezreel,  apparently  with  a 
troop  of  cavalry. 


Jehu  and  his  men  drove 
furiously  forward.  When  the 
watchmen  at  Jezreel  apprised 
Joram  of  the  approaching  com- 
pany, Joram  twice  sent  a 
messenger  out  to  inquire  if  they 
came  with  news  of  peace.  In 
each  case  the  messenger  did 
not  return.  Finally  the 
watchman  identified  the  ap- 
proaching company  as  being 
Jehu's.  Then  Joram  and  his 
nephew  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah, 
who  was  visiting  him,  went  out 
in  their  own  chariots  to  meet 
Jehu.  When  Jehu  revealed  his 
purpose  in  coming,  Joram 
turned  to  flee  and  warned 
Ahaziah  to  do  the  same.  Jehu 
shot  an  arrow  into  Joram 's 
heart  and  killed  him.  The 
soldiers  followed  Ahaziah  and 
wounded  him  so  severely  that 
he  died  soon  afterward  at 
Megiddo,  to  which  he  escaped 
(2  Kings  9:14-28). 

Ahab's  widow,  Jezebel,  was 
living  at  the  palace  in  Jezreel. 
As  Jehu's  retinue  came  into  the 
city  she  leaned  out  a  window 
and  cried  out  against  him.  At 
once  Jehu  ordered  her  thrown 
down,  and  she  was  cast  down 
into  the  courtyard  and  killed. 
Jehu  contemptuously  drove  his 
chariot  over  her  body  and  went 
on  his  way.  After  going  on  into 
the  city  he  ate  a  meal.  Then  he 
asked  that  Jezebel's  body  be 
buried  because,  after  all,  she 
was  the  daughter  of  a  king.  But 
only  small  portions  of  her  body 
remained,  the  rest  having  been 
eaten  by  dogs.  This  was  a 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecy 
made  years  before  by  Elijah 
(see  1  Kings  21:23). 

The  next  possible  barrier  to 
Jehu's  reign  was  that  a  son  of 
Ahab  might  put  forth  a  claim  to 
the  throne.  All  of  Ahab's  male 
descendants  were  living  in  the 
capital  city,  Samaria.  Jehu  at 
once  sent  a  message  to  those  in 
authority  at  Samaria,  inviting 
them  to  elect  one  of  Ahab's 
descendants  as  king  if  they 
wanted  to  oppose  Jehu's  claim 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Family  Devotions 


SUNDAY, 
JULY 


22 


Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  8-11 

THREE  WORDS  IN  COMMON 
The  story  has  been  told  of  three  men  of  dif- 
ferent nationalities  who  met,  not  understanding 
one  another's  languages.  There  was  one  thing 
however,  that  they  all  knew,  and  could  say  with 
the  blind  man  in  John  9,  "One  thing  I  know,  that, 
whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see."  At  length  one  of 
them  ventured  to  speak,  and  in  so  doing  uttered  a 
word  which  struck  a  chord  in  all  their  hearts  and 
brought  a  glow  to  their  faces.  Then  the  second  ut- 
tered a  word  which  seemed  to  increase  their 
pleasure;  and  finally  the  third  added  a  word 
which  resulted  in  their  falling  on  one  another's 
necks  and  weeping  for  joy.  What  could  those 
three  words  be  which  could  produce  such  an  ex- 
traordinary result?  They  were,  "Jesus," 
"Hallelujah, "  and  "Amen. " 


Is  there  another  name  given  among  men  that 
could  produce  those  results? 


MONDAY, 
JULY 


23 


Scripture  Reading  — Proverbs  12-15 

WHY  THEY  COULD  LIVE 
TOGETHER  HAPPILY 
Genuine  Christian  fellowship  can  be  enjoyed 
even  when  war  is  raging!  A  ranch  in  California 
had  been  leased  to  a  Japanese  family  for  a 
period  of  years.  When  we  became  involved  in 
World  War  II,  the  Japanese  were  ordered  into 
the  interior  of  the  state.  This  brought  dismay  to 
both  the  family  and  owner  of  the  ranch.  The 
owner  desperately  needed  help ;  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  hiring  a  Chinese  family.  The  Chinese 
family  arrived  on  the  scene  a  week  before  the 
Japanese  family  had  to  vacate.  With  but  one 
ranch  house  on  the  place,  the  owner  was  in  a 
dilemma  as  to  what  to  do.  But  it  was  discovered 
that  both  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  families 
were  devout  Christians,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fellowship  of  the  Father  and  the  Son— so  they 
decided  they  could  live  happily  together  in  the 
same  house.  Each  day  they  worshiped  and 
prayed  together,  using  the  English  language, 
which  both  understood.  The  Japanese  helped  the 
Chinese  to  get  started  with  the  work,  and  the 
Chinese  helped  the  Japanese  to  get  packed  and 
ready  to  go.  When  the  time  came  for  the  separa- 
tion both  families  promised  to  pray  for  each 
other. 


Who  walks  with  God  must  press  ahead 
When  sun  or  cloud  is  overhead, 
When  all  the  waiting  thousands  cheer, 
Or  when  they  only  stop  to  sneer; 
When  all  the  challenge  leaves  the  hours 
And  naught  is  left  but  jaded  powers. 
But  he  will  some  day  reach  the  dawn, 
For  God,  our  God,  moves  ever  on. 

TUESDAY,  OA 
JULY 

Scripture  Reading— Proverbs  16-19 

THAT  SINGLE  THREAD 

J.  Stuart  Holden  was  being  shown  through 
large  factory  where  hundreds  of  looms  weij 
spinning  very  fine  linen  thread. 

The  manager  of  the  mill  said  to  Mr.  Holder 
"So  delicate  is  this  machinery  that  if  a  singl 
thread  of  the  entire  30,000,  which  at  this  momer, 
are  being  woven,  should  break,  all  of  these  loom 
would  instantly  stop." 

He  stepped  to  one  of  the  machines  and  brok 
a  single  thread.  Suddenly  every  loom  was  sti 
and  remained  so  until  the  thread  was  rejoineq 
whereupon  the  machinery  was  again  in  motion 

The  mechanical  wonder  exhibited  in  the  fa<j 
tory  that  day  clearly  illustrates  that  which  1 
spiritual.  It  is  through  one  act  of  disobedience 
one  departure  from  the  will  and  fear  of  God,  tha 
the  blessings  of  our  fellowship  with  Him  ar 
stopped. 
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Not  until  that  thread  is  rejoined  will  the  jo 
of  the  Lord  flow  again  in  our  hearts. 

WEDNESDAY,  «k 
JULY  m 

Scripture  Reading -Proverbs  20-22 
NO  ROOM 
My  gracious  Master  knocked  one  day 

Upon  my  heart's  closed  door. 
He  longed  to  come  up  and  sup  with  me 

As  He  had  supped  before. 
I  bade  Him  enter,  but  He  said, 

"I  see  no  room,  today," 
And  with  a  sad  reproachful  look, 

He  turned  and  went  away. 

Dismayed  I  looked  within  my  heart- 
Unlovely  things  were  there. 

For  while  I  slept  the  enemy 
Had  entered  unaware. 

I  saw  a  root  of  bitterness, 
Of  envy,  wrath  and  pride, 

And  for  my  Lord  no  room  was  left, 
So  fast  they  multiplied. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISI 
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/  prayed,  "O  Father,  cleanse  my  heart, " 

And  hearing  this  my  prayer 
The  devil  fled,  nor  left  he  ought — 

He  feared  to  tarry  there. 
My  Lord  no  longer  knocks  without, 

Sweet  fellowship  have  we, 
For  naught  impure,  unholy,  stands 

Between  my  Lord  and  me. 


HURSDAY, 
ULY 


26 


ripture  Reading -Proverbs  23-26 

WALKING  IN  HIM 

An  American  traveler  was  staying  once  with 
le  good  Bengel  of  Germany.  One  night  he  took  a 
'ttle  advantage  of  occupying  the  next  room  to 
jie  saint,  and  he  listened  closely  to  hear  the  last 
levotional  murmurings  of  this  beloved  servant 
If  Christ.  He  thought  surely  Bengel  would  pray 
Some  rapturous  prayer,  and  he  wanted  at  least  to 
atch  some  of  its  notes. 

After  the  day  was  over,  the  good  man 
athered  up  his  books  and  kneeling,  he  prayed, 
Lord  Jesus,  I  thank  Thee  that  things  are  still 
fie  same  between  us."  He  arose,  retired,  and  fell 
sleep.  As  he  received  Christ  Jesus,  so  he  was 
piking  in  Him.  It  was  the  same  fellowship  still, 
homent  by  moment. 


i  Beloved,  are  we  living  this  simple  trust  life, 
ompanionship  with  our  best  Friend? 

FRIDAY,  9„ 
ftjLY  Al 

Scripture  Reading -Proverbs  27-31 

TIE  THAT  BINDS 

It  was  Sunday  in  occupied  Kiangsu.  The 
tiorning  service  proceeded  smoothly  until  a  stir 
n  the  rear  of  the  church  caused  a  turning  of 
teads.  Women  uttered  suppressed  cries  of  fear, 
hitching  their  children  to  them.  Men  half  rose 
rom  their  seats. 

A  Japanese  soldier  stalked  up  the  aisle.  He 
eached  the  front  of  the  church  and  in  the  silence 
yhich  followed  every  ear  awaited  the  expected 
fdict,  declaration  or  warrant. 

In  the  stillness  the  enemy  soldier  pulled  his 
land  out  of  his  pocket  and  laid  an  offering  upon 
he  table.  All  could  hear  the  clink  of  a  coin  on  the 
sollection  plate.  He  picked  up  a  hymnbook, 
urned  the  pages  and  pointed  out  to  the  organist  a 
lumber  which  he  evidently  desired  to  join  with 
he  Chinese  congregation  in  singing. 


It  was  the  Chinese  translation  of  "Blest  be 
he  tie  that  binds  our  hearts  in  Christian  love. " 

[HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SATURDAY,  «q 
JULY  * 

Scripture  Reading— Ecclesiastes  1-4 

WHY  THE  SENTENCE  WAS  REVOKED 
The  Lord  has  united  all  believers  with  an 
eternal  bond,  and  it  is  His  desire  that  that  unity 
should  be  manifest  in  a  practical  way  so  that  the 
world  may  see  and  believe.  A  practical 
demonstration  of  that  unity  occurred  in  a  certain 
section  of  China  where  some  missionaries  had 
been  laboring.  One  man  came  often  to  the  ser- 
vices and  seemed  convicted  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
One  day  he  openly  confessed  that  he  was  a 
believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  could  no 
longer  worship  his  ancestors  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. It  was  just  at  the  New  Year  time  that  this  oc- 
curred, at  which  time  he  was  supposed  to  per- 
form the  usual  rites  of  burning  paper  and  incense 
to  his  ancestors.  When  he  refused,  the  decision 
was  given  out  by  the  head  of  his  clan  that  unless 
he  would  recant  within  fifteen  days  he  would  be 
beaten  with  a  thousand  stripes.  They  would  have 
been  permitted  to  wreak  this  vengeance  upon 
one  of  their  own  clan.  As  the  fifteen  days  drew 
near,  another  native  Christian  went  to  visit  the 
head  of  the  clan;  he  said  in  substance,  "You 
don't  understand  this  Christian  religion.  When  a 
man  believes  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  God  is  his 
father  and  every  other  believer  is  his  brother  or 
sister.  We  are  one  family,  and  I  could  not  see  my 
brother  beaten  and  stand  idly  by.  What  all  we 
Christians  propose  to  do  is  this :  If  you  insist  on 
carrying  out  your  sentence,  all  of  us  in  the  coun- 
try round  about  who  are  brothers  and  sisters  are 
going  to  come  and  share  those  stripes  with  him. 
The  parley  went  on  all  night.  The  head  of  the  clan 
knew  there  would  be  trouble  if  members  of 
another  clan  were  beaten  by  them,  so  he  finally 
sent  apologies,  saying  that  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  Christian  religion  or  such  a  verdict 
would  never  have  been  passed. 


The  unity  of  the  Christians  proved  greater 
than  the  heathen  powers,  and  the  Lord  was 
glorified. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
Most  High  God.  But,  power  struggles  and  back-biting  do  not 
reveal  such.  If  we  spent  as  much  time  caring  about  our 
brothers  and  sisters  as  we  do  in  trying  to  knock  others  out  of 
leadership  positions,  things  would  be  different.  If  we  cared 
about  the  souls  of  others  as  much  as  we  do  about  our  own 
desires,  the  world  in  which  we  live  would  be  a  better  place. 

Lord,  I've  got  a  lot  of  growing  to  do.  But  "when  I  grow  up, 
I  want  to  be  just  like  you. "  How  about  it,  friend,  can  you  say 
the  same  thing?  If  so,  we  have  got  to  live  differently. 

Janie 


EVANGELISM  STRATEGY 
WORKSHOP 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

challenged  the  group  to  be 
more  involved  with  ministries 
of  women  to  women,  especially 
home  Bible  studies. 

Dr.  Myron  Ausberger,  author 
of  Practicing  the  Presence  of 
the  Spirit,  conducted  an  inspir- 
ing session,  "Receiving  Those 
Reached  for  Christ."  His  ideas 
were  very  helpful  as  he  spoke  of 
"discipling"  those  who  are  won 
to  Christ. 

Inspiration  and  Insight 

The  design  of  these  and  other 
workshops  was  to  inspire  and 
give  insights  on  various 
avenues  to  witness  and  share 
Jesus  Christ  with  others  as  we 
have  contact. 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
for  the  whole  world,  and  that  in- 
cludes those  who  live  next  door 
to  us  and  in  our  communities. 


(Mr.  Harrison  is  the  Chaplain  and 
Director  of  Church  Relations  at  Mount 
Olive  College.) 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
to  the  control  of  the  realm. 
Then  he  would  fight  this 
claimant.  Of  course,  if  they  did 
put  someone  forward  they 
could  be  sure  Jehu  would  show 
no  mercy  toward  any  of  them 
if,  as  was  most  likely,  he  was 
victorious  in  the  struggle.  They 
at  once  answered  Jehu  that 
they  were  willing  to  do 
whatever  he  asked— they  were 
his  servants.  Thereupon  he  re- 
quired the  heads  of  all  the 
king's  sons  to  be  brought  to  him 


the  next  day.  This  was  done, 
and  Jehu  displayed  them  in  two 
heaps  at  the  gates  of  Jezreel 
and  said  he  did  not  kill  them. 
However,  all  legitimate  heirs  to 
Ahab's  throne  had  been 
eliminated.  Not  content  with 
this,  Jehu  proceeded  to  slay  all 
of  Ahab's  friends  and  sup- 
porters (2  Kings  10:1-11). 

On  his  way  to  Samaria,  Jehu 
met  a  group  of  relatives  of 
Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah,  who 
had  come  to  visit  their  relatives 
at  Jezreel.  At  once  Jehu  took 
them  prisoner  and  had  them 
killed.  Forty-two  men  were  in 
this  group. 

Soon  after  this  Jehu  decided 
it  was  essential  to  deal  with  the 
leaders  of  the  Baal  cult  in 
Israel.  This  had  been  Jezebel's 
special  concern,  and  she  had 
been  supported  by  Ahab. — 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary 

SCHAEFFER 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
General.  They  traveled  the 
country  as  a  team  publicizing 
their  book  and  showing  the  film 
based  on  it  called  Whatever 
Happened  to  the  Human  Race? 

Schaeffer  was  the  author  of 
23  books  which  were  translated 
into  20  languages. 

—Selected 


A  COMMUNION  PRAYER 

(Used  by  permission  of  Pulpit  Digest, 
P.O.  Box  5199,  Jackson,  Mississippi 
39216.) 

O  Lord,  our  God, 
Nourisher  of  our  hungry  souls, 
Quencher  of  our  spiritual  thirst, 
We  come  recognizing  our  need 
for  you,  your  love,  your  care. 


We  confess  our  personal  fradj 
mentation.  1 
So  often  we  are  divided  withiji 
ourselves ; 
the  good  that  we  would  wi 
do  not, 

the  evil  that  we  would  not! 
that  we  do. 
We  confess  as  well  our  broker 
community; 
we  are  divided  among  ouri 
selves, 

our  oneness  in  Christ  is  il 

vague  hope, 
Corinth  lives  anew  within 

our  midst. 

Father,  we  are  incapable  o 

unity, 
We  are  frustrated. 
We  are  tired  of  bickering  witli 

one  another. 

We  implore  you  to  bring  a  heal 

ing  balm  to  Gilead. 
By   your   redemptive  grac< 

make  us  whole. 
By   your   empowering  Spirt 

unite  us   as  one  body  ir 

Christ. 

Through  this  communion  serf 
vice  give  us  the  gift  of  comj 
munity. 

Feed  us,  O  Bread  of  Life. 

Satisfy  us,  O  Wellspring  of  Lifef 

Amen. 

Donald  W.  MusseB 
Assistant  Professor  of  Religions 
Stetson  University,  Delano",  Florida 


UNLESS  IT  GOT  INSIDE 

All  the  water  in  the  world, 
However  hard  it  tried, 

Could  never  sink  a  ship 
Unless  it  got  inside. 

All  the  evil  in  the  world, 
The  wickedness  and  sin, 

Can  never  sink  the  soul's  craft 
Unless  it  got  inside. 

— Selecteq 


July  Is 
Christian 
Education  Month 


14 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


'GET  TEE-D  OFF  WITH  US^^™ 

August  24,  1984 

Happy  Valley  Country  Club 
Wilson,  North  Carolina 

You  may  register  as  an  individual  or  with  one,  two,  or  three  other  persons.  If  you  sign  up  as  a  group 
E  4,  your  foursome  is  guaranteed  for  the  tournament.  If  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  we  will  complete 
our  foursome  for  you.  Also,  if  you  sign  up  with  less  than  4,  you  may  have  to  be  split  up  to  make  a  team. 
I:  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  please  designate  a  team  captain.  The  team  captain  can  elect  a  guaranteed 
artner. 

Team  eligibility  will  be  determined  by  the  following  scale : 


Player  Status 

A 
B 
C 
D 


Average  Score 

77-  less 

78-  85 
86-92 
93-more 


Handicap 

4  Less 

5-11 
12-17 
18  more 


Point 

4 
3 
2 
1 


A  team  may  have  any  combination  that  does  not  exceed  11 
points.  No  more  than  92  players  can  tee  off  either  time. 

Swimming  pool  will  be  available  in  afternoon  for  morning 
players. 


FORMAT:  4  man  team  superball 
TEE  TIME :  9:00  A.M.  (shotgun  start) 

1:00  P.M.  (shotgun  start) 
TROPHIES:  Top  three  teams 

closest  to  pin  on  all  par  3's 

long  drive 
PRIZES:  Awarded  to  trophy  winners 

Several  drawings 
ENTRY  FEE:  $25  (cart  included) 
PIG  PICKIN':  $2.00  (family  and  friends 

invited)  6  P.M. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

LAYER  NAME   

OME  PHONE  PLAYER  STATUS   

EAM  CAPTAIN'S  NAME  

U ARAN TEED  PARTNER   

ARTNER   

jARTNER   

Preferred  Tee  Time   9:00  a.m. 

 1:00  p.m. 

Tee  time  preference  will  be  given  on  a  first  paid-first  received  basis.  Please  make  your  tax  deduc- 
Lble  check  to  Cragmont  Assembly.  Send  your  check  and  form  to:  Rick  Watson,  Route  3,  Box  142-AA, 
lenly,  North  Carolina  27542. 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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Keep  your  mind  in  shape  this 
summer.  Read  inspirational, 
entertaining  books  from  1 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Its  branch  bookstores  are  in  New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston.) 

Bead  'em  While  It's  Hot!  I 
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Editorial 


Surviving  the  Winds 

Part  One 

Even  though  it  has  been  several  months,  I  still  vividly 
remember  the  tornadoes  that  devastated  this  area.  I  can  still  i 
hear  the  winds  whipping  through  the  trees  and  see  the  rain 
bearing  down.  I  remember  surveying  the  damage  the  next 
morning  and  considering  myself  blessed. 

One  item  that  fell  "victim"  to  my  scrutiny  and  close 
perusal  was  a  tree  that  had  been  split  in  half.  One  half  of  it  was 
still  vertical— the  other  half  sprawled  across  the  road,  ob- 
viously another  casualty  of  the  high  winds.  Or  was  it?  Upon 
closer  inspection  I  discovered  that  the  inside  of  the  trunk  was 
a  different  color  from  the  rest  of  the  wood.  In  fact,  the  entire 
interior  of  the  tree  was  rotten.  The  tree  was  not  a  victim  of  the  > 
winds  as  much  as  it  was  of  internal  decay.  That's  a  lot  like  sin 
in  the  lives  of  Christians.  We  often  appear  to  fall  to  heavy  cir- 
cumstances, temptations,  or  the  pressures  of  life,  when  the  ^ 
real  reason  for  our  collapse  is  internal  decay. 

I  have  become  somewhat  of  an  expert  on  internal  decay, 
for  I  will  admit  I  have  been  fighting  it  for  most  of  my  Christian 
life.  You  see,  I  live  and  work  in  a  climate  of  Christian  peer 
pressure,  one  where  I  am  expected  to  dress,  act,  and  talk  in  a 
certain  way.  And  I  admit  wholeheartedly  that  I  was  not  made 
to  fit  many  molds.  I  have  often  been  looked  upon  to  provide 
spiritual  leadership,  exercise  and  strength.  Others  have 
"leaned  against  my  faith,"  broken  off  strong  limbs  to  build 
with,  and  they  have  attempted  to  "hang  hammocks"  from  me. 
Thus  far,  I  have  survived  without  a  collapse.  That  is  wonder- 
ful—and rather  scary. 

It  is  wonderful  because  God  has  provided  the  "nutrients" 
I  needed  at  all  the  right  times ;  He  has  protected  me  from  the 
winds  He  knew  I  could  not  withstand.  Yes,  He  has  also  pruned 
me  so  that  I  might  be  more  fruitful.  But  it  is  scary,  for  I  know 
how  often  my  spreading  and  fruitful  existence  has  nearly  suc- 
cumbed to  this  internal  sickness.  (And  if  you  would  be 
truthful,  you  would  probably  have  to  admit  the  same  thing.) 

Now,  there  are  many  causes  for  internal  weakness.  The 
first  of  which  I  would  briefly  describe  is  our  willingness  to 
yield  to  "little  sins."  Yes,  1  know  sin  is  sin,  and  there  are  not 
little  or  large  sins.  But  how  often  we  convince  ourselves  dif- 
ferently. We  expertly  explain  that  "little  sins"  really  can't 
hurt  that  much— when  in  reality,  unchecked  sin  weakens  us. 

How  often  we  tell  ourselves  that  we  are  justified  in  re- 
sponding negatively  when  someone  wrongs  us.  We  tell 
ourselves  we  are  only  acting  out  from  a  sense  of  justice  or  in 
defense  of  principle.  We  forget  that  Christ  directed  us  to  re- 
spond positively  even  to  our  worst  enemies.  Such  saves  us 
from  the  devastating  effects  a  little  harbored  resentment 
creates. 

As  we  mature  and  become  more  stable  in  our  faith,  we 
believe  a  little  immorality  might  be  okay  for  us— we  are 
"mature"  now.  Think  about  the  magazines  you  read,  the 
television  programs  you  watch,  and  the  music  you  listen  to. 
See  any  signs  of  decay? 

(Continued  Next  Week) 
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CARRY  YOUR  PART  OF 
THE  LOAD 

(Mark  2:1-6) 

by  Garland  Elkins 


And  when  he  entered  again  into 
apernaum  after  some  days,  it  was 
\eard  that  he  was  in  the  house.  And 
^raightway  many  were  gathered 
pgether,  so  that  there  was  no  longer 
oom  for  them,  no  not  even  about  the 
}oor:  and  he  spake  the  word  unto  them, 
ind  they  come,  bringing  unto  him  a 
ian  sick  of  the  palsy,  borne  of  four, 
ind  when  they  could  not  come  nigh  un- 
it him  for  the  crowd,  they  uncovered 
he  roof  where  he  was:  and  when  they 
ad  broken  it  up,  they  let  down  the  bed 
phereon  the  sick  of  the  palsy  lay.  And 
'esus  seeing  their  faith  saith  unto  the 
\ick  of  the  palsy,  Son,  thy  sins  are 
orgiven.  But  there  were  certain  of  the 
cribes  sitting  there,  and  reasoning  in 
heir  hearts  .  .  .  (Mark  2:1-6). 

The  report  that  our  Lord  was 
n  Capernaum  has  filled  the 
jiouse  and  packed  the  space 
Jutside  with  an  eager  audience. 
hs  the  Lord  is  speaking,  a 
strange  funeral-looking  spec- 
tacle is  seen  approaching.  It  is 
i  bed  (pallet),  supported  at 
iach  corner  by  one  who  walked 
Xrith  a  sympathetic  face  and  a 
?entle  tread,  and  on  the  pallet 
;he  wasted  form  of  a  man.  The 
iour  are  bearing  a  helpless 
paralytic  to  Jesus. 

The  three  words  "borne  of 
tour"  suggest  the  principle  of 
cooperation  which  is  so  often 
leeded,  and  which  is  of  ab- 
jsolute  necessity  if  the  church  is 
io  fulfill  her  God-given  respon- 
sibilities. 

j  In  this  paralytic  on  his  way  to 
jlesus  "borne  of  four,"  we  have 
pictured  to  us  the  mission  of  the 
bhurch   to   bring  sin-sick 


humanity  to  the  Great  Physi- 
cian for  the  forgiveness  of  sins. 
Jesus  came  to  save  the  lost. 
"For  the  Son  of  man  came  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  are 
lost"  (Luke  19:10).  "And  Jesus 
answering  said  unto  them, 
'They  that  are  in  health  have  no 
need  of  a  physician;  but  they 
that  are  sick.  I  am  not  come  to 
call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to 
repentance'  "  (Luke  5:31,  32). 

An  enormous  pile  of  iron  links 
may  be  of  little  strength  in- 
dividually. Singly  and  apart 
they  are  of  little  value,  but  com- 
bine them  into  a  chain,  make 
them  cooperate  one  with 
another,  they  can  conceivably 
hold  a  ship  to  its  anchor  amid  a 
wild  storm  and  save  hundreds 
of  lives. 

Learn  to  Cooperate 
The  husband  and  wife  must 
cooperate  and  so  much  each 
child  if  the  home  is  to  be  what 
God  intended.  "Children,  obey 
your  parents  in  the  Lord:  for 
this  is  right.  Honour  thy  father 
and  mother;  (which  is  the  first 
commandment  with  promise ; ) 
That  it  may  be  well  with  thee, 
and  thou  mayest  live  long  on 
the  earth.  And,  ye  fathers,  pro- 
voke not  your  children  to 
wrath :  but  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord"  (Ephesians  6:1-4). 

Every  elder,  deacon, 
preacher  and  each  member 


must  cooperate  to  bring  about 
the  desired  results  of  growth, 
peace,  and  happiness  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  "For  we 
are  labourers  together  with 
God:  ye  are  God's  husbandry, 
ye  are  God's  building"  (1  Cor- 
inthians 3:9). 

Why  is  it  that  a  handful  of 
policemen  or  soldiers  can 
disperse  an  armed  mob  many 
times  their  number?  It  is 
because  they  have  learned  to 
cooperate.  That  kind  of  effi- 
ciency is  brought  about  by 
dedication  and  by  drill  which 
multiplies  every  soldier's  effi- 
ciency. Our  equipment  for  suc- 
cess is  listed  in  Ephesians 
6:10-19.  The  armor  put  on  and 
used,  or  not  put  on  and 
therefore  unused,  will  deter- 
mine whether  the  church  has 
the  strength  of  an  army  or  the 
weakness  of  a  mob. 

If  One  Slacks  the 
Work  Remains  Undone 

Not  one  of  the  four  loafed 
behind  with  his  hands  in  his 
pockets.  Each  one  had  a  corner 
to  carry.  This  is  as  the  Lord  in- 
tends in  the  church  of  Christ. 
The  work  of  the  church  is  to 
save  souls.  It  must  preach,  or 
teach  the  gospel,  the  message 
of  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  men 
are  converted— hence— trans- 
lated from  the  kingdom  of 
darkness  into  the  kingdom  of 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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light— and  by  which  they  are 
builded  up  in  the  faith.  It  is  a 
work  of  the  church  to  care  for 
the  widows  and  orphans,  and 
this  is  a  part  of  pure  and 
undefiled  religion.  "Pure 
religion  and  undefiled  before 
our  God  and  Father  is  this,  to 
visit  the  fatherless  and  widows 
in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep 
oneself  unspotted  from  the 
world"  (James  1:27).  However, 
even  in  discharging  our  duty 
toward  the  widows  and  or- 
phans, we  should  have  in  mind 
the  ultimate  salvation  of  their 
souls. 

Every  Christian  Must  Work 

"For  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  like  unto  a  man  that  was  a 
householder,  who  went  out 
early  in  the  morning  to  hire 
laborers  into  his  vineyard.  And 
when  he  had  agreed  with  the 
laborers  for  a  shilling  a  day,  he 
sent  them  into  his  vineyard" 
( Matthew  20 : 1 ,  2 ) .  There  can  be 
no  mistake  about  this  lesson: 
Jesus  wants  "workers"  in  His 
vineyard.  He  wants  all  to  go  in- 
to His  vineyard  and  work  till 
the  close  of  day.  He  guarantees 
that  such  will  be  adequately 
rewarded  when  the  work  is 
completed. 

Every  Christian  Must  Do 
His  Own  Work 

Jesus  compared  Himself  to  a 
man,  "sojourning  in  another 
country,  having  left  his  house, 
and  given  authority  to  his  ser- 
vants, to  each  one  his  work, 
commanded  also  the  porter  to 
watch"  (Mark  13:34).  In  this 
story  our  Lord  makes  clear  that 
each  of  His  servants  is  ex- 
pected to  work. 

Every  Christian  Must 
Work  Faithfully  and  Diligently 

To  the  Philippians  Paul 
wrote,  "So  then,  my  beloved, 
even  as  ye  have  always  obeyed, 
not  as  in  my  presence  only,  but 
now  much  more  in  my  absence, 
work  out  your  own  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling" 
(Philippians  2:12).  Jesus  said, 


"We  must  work  the  works  of 
him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is 
day :  the  night  cometh,  when  no 
man  can  work"  (John  9:4). 
Paul  wrote,  "For  in  Christ 
Jesus  neither  circumcision 
availeth  anything,  nor  uncir- 
cumcision;  but  faith  working 
through  love"  (Galatians  5:6). 
In  his  conclusion  of  that  great 
chapter  on  the  Resurrection, 
Paul  said,  "Wherefore,  my 
beloved  brethren,  be  ye 
stedfast,  unmovable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know 


that  your  labor  is  not  vain  in  tin 
Lord"  (1  Corinthians  15:58) 
The  Apostle  declared,  "For  w< 
must  all  be  made  manifesl 
before  the  judgment-seat  of 
Christ;  that  each  one  may 
receive  the  things  done  in  the 
body,  according  to  what  he  hatfc 
done,  whether  it  be  good  oi 
bad"  (2  Corinthians  5:10).  He 
also  said,  "Who  will  render  tc 
every  man  according  to  his 
works"  (Romans  2:6).  Please 
note  that  he  said  that  God  "will; 
render  to  every  man  according 
to  his  works. " 
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CROAKER  AND  SHAGGY  RETURN 
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On  Sunday  night,  June  17,  Croaker  and  Shaggy  came  back  for  a  visit  at  Pleasant 
ill  Church,  Route  2,  Pikeville,  and  brought  a  puppet  message.  It  seems  that  Shaggy 
Imost  got  hurt  by  not  obeying  some  traffic  rules,  just  as  humans  tend  to  disobey 
ws.  Croaker's  puppeteer  was  Cathy  Berry  and  Shaggy's  puppeteer  was  Nan 
ierce. 
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i  Folkstone  Church,  Holly 
Ridge,  honored  its  oldest  and 
Youngest  fathers  on  Father's 
Day.  Shown  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Ronnie  Parker,  are  Mr. 
Terry  Sanders,  76;  and  Mr. 
Grreg  Parker,  22, 

First  Union  of 

Western  Conference  to  Meet 

The  First  Union  of  the 
Western  Conference  will  meet 
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on  Saturday,  July  28,  with 
Rains  Cross  Roads  Church,  be- 
tween Kenly  and  Princeton, 
beginning  at  10  a.m.  The  Rev. 
Bobby  Jones  will  be  preaching. 
His  alternate  will  be  the  Rev. 
Curtis  Jones.  The  Rev.  Ray 
Wells  is  the  moderator. 


Second  District  of  Central 
Conference  to  Have  Meetings 

The  Central  Conference 
Second  District  Union  Meeting 
and  Sunday  School  Convention 
will  be  held  at  Ayden  Church, 
Ayden,  on  July  29,  at  3  p.m. 


REVIVAL  TIME 

July  30  — August  4 

Sound  Side  Church,  near  Co- 
lumbia 
Time:  7:45  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Bobby  Futrell, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman, 
pastor 


August  6-10 

Mount  Zion  Church,  near  Cres- 
well 
Time:  8  p.m. 

The   Rev.    J.    C.  Yates, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Frank  Thigpen, 

pastor 


CAMP  VANDEMERE 


SUMMER  FUN  AT 
CAMP 

With  school  out  and  the  long 
summer  ahead,  there  are  many 
activities  that  can  be  enjoyed. 
One  of  these  is  a  week  at  sum- 
mer camp.  If  you  are  between 
the  ages  of  ±2  and  16  we  would 
like  to  see  you  at  Camp 
Vandemere  the  week  of  August 
20.  The  week  will  be  full  of  ac- 
tivities such  as  softball,  swim- 
ming, canoeing,  ping-pong,  and 
field  trips.  There  will  also  be  a 
time  for  serious  study  of  the 
Word  of  God  and  what  it  means 
to  our  lives.  All  in  all  we  have  a 
great  week  planned,  and  we 
want  you  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

If  you  would  like  to  attend, 
see  your  pastor  and  ask  him  for 
the  proper  form.  Fill  it  in  and 
send  it  along  with  a  $10  deposit 
to  Mike  Scott,  Route  1,  Box 
266-A,  Cove  City,  North 
Carolina  28523. 

On  the  back  of  the  form  you 
will  find  a  list  of  what  you  need 
to  bring,  and  what  time  you 
need  to  arrive.  Come  and  be 
with  us  for  "Summer  Fun  at 
Camp  Vandemere." 

Mike  Scott  and  Bob  Fussell 
Directors 


July  Is 
Christian  Education 
Month 


<Mount  OCius  CoCCzcjE. 


A  Choice  of  Schedules 
At  Mount  Olive  College 


In  order  to  serve  the  largest  numbe 
of  students  (high  school  graduates 
adults,  ministers,  and  laymen)  Moun 
Olive  College  offers  both  day  and  nigh 
classes.  Students  may  enroll  on  a  full, 
time  or  part-time  basis  with  a  choice  o' 
schedules  of  one  day,  two  days  or  threi 
days  per  week. 

Day  classes  are  held  Monda; 
through  Friday— Monday,  Wednesda; 
and  Friday— or  Tuesday  and  Thursday1 
A  complete  listing  of  all  courses  ij 
available  from  the  Admissions  Office, 
The  night  schedule  is  given  below. 


NIGHT  COURSES  FOR  COLLEGE  CREDIT 


Course 

Monday  (Classes  Begin  Monday,  September  10) 
Introduction  to  Business 
English  Composition  II 
Western  Civilization 
Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
English  Composition  I 

Tuesday  (Classes  Begin  Tuesday,  September  4) 
Advanced  English  Composition 
Western  Civilization 
Pastoral  Ministry 

Wednesday  (Classes  Begin  Wednesday,  August  29) 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology  Lab 

Thursday  (Classes  Begin  Thursday,  August  30) 
Taxes  (Principles,  Theories,  Problems) 
North  Carolina  History 
Human  Growth  and  Development 
Old  Testament 


Time 

6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 


6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 


Building 

Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 

Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 

Henderson 
Henderson 

Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 
Henderson 


PAUL  PALMER  INSTITUTE  COURSES 

Each  of  the  Paul  Palmer  Courses  may  be  taken  for  credit  or  non-credit  through  the  Paul  Palmt 
Institute.  Cost  is  $25  per  course  (plus  a  $10  registration  fee  per  course).  Registration  will  be  at  the  fin 
meeting  of  each  course.  Textbooks  may  be  purchased  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  class. 


Course  Time  Building  Instructor 

Tuesday  (Classes  Begin  Tuesday,  September  4) 

Pastoral  Ministry  6:30-7:45  p.m.  Henderson  Mr.  Harrison 

Western  Civilization  8:00-9:15  p.m.  Henderson 

Thursday  (Classes  Begin  Thursday,  August  30) 

Old  Testament  6:30-7:45  p.m.  Henderson  Dr.  Pelt 

North  Carolina  History  8:00-9:15  p.m.  Henderson  Mr.  Moore 
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5  EW  VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR 
iJOLLEGE  AFFAIRS  NAMED 


Jimmie  Williams 


I  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent, announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  James  E.  "Jimmie" 
Williams  of  Mount  Olive  as  vice 
president  for  College  Affairs. 
Williams  will  assume  the  duties 
of  the  office  effective  August  1. 
He  replaces  M.  Henry  Garrity 
who  has  accepted  the  position 
of  vice  president  for  College 
Relations  at  Gardner-Webb 
College,  Boiling  Springs,  North 
Carolina. 

Dr.  Raper  said,  "We  are 
highly  pleased  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  Jimmie  Williams  as 
vice  president  for  College  Af- 
fairs at  Mount  Olive  College. 
He  brings  with  him  a 
distinguished  record  in  educa- 
tion, administration  and  in 
resource  development.  He  has 
lived  and  worked  in  Wayne 
County  for  nearly  25  years  and 
is  both  known  and  respected  by 
the  people  of  this  area.  He  has  a 
firm  commitment  to  education 
and  believes  in  the  mission  of 
Mount  Olive  College.  With  his 
'assistance  and  leadership  I  feel 
'confident  that  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege will  attain  its  'Bridge  to 
the  Future'  goal  of  becoming  an 
outstanding  four-year  college." 

The  Lenoir  County  native 
received  an  A.B.  in  social 
studies  from  Atlantic  Christian 
College  and  M.A.  in  education- 
administration   from  East 
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Carolina  University.  He  has 
taught  and  coached  at  Walston- 
burg  School  in  Greene  County, 
and  Mount  Olive  High  School. 
He  was  the  first  assistant  prin- 
cipal at  Southern  Wayne  High 
School  and  was  principal  from 
1968-1971.  From  1971-1981, 
Williams  was  headmaster  of 
Wayne  Country  Day  School. 

He  has  served  as  field 
representative  of  the  Finance 
National  Congressional  Club, 
Raleigh,  and  as  President 
of  Coalition  for  Freedom, 
Raleigh. 

Williams  has  been  a  Mount 
Olive  resident  since  1960  and 
has  been  president  of  the  Mount 
Olive  Lions  Club,  Rotary  Club 
and  Boy's  Club. 

He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  where  he 
serves  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  a  choir  member  and 
has  been  recently  named  to  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Williams  and  his  wife, 
Frances,  have  two  children, 
Karen,  a  1982  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege graduate;  and  James  Jr., 
a  student  at  Wayne  Country 
Day  School. 


MOC  TO  HOST 
MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 


The  Rev.  Ray  Wells 


Mount  Olive  College  will  host 
the  annual  Ministers'  Institute, 
August  6,  7.  The  theme  of  this 
year's  program  is  "The  Person 
and  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 


The  institute  will  begin  at  9:30 
a.m.  in  Room  115  of  the  Hender- 
son Building  on  the  main  cam- 
pus. 

The  Key  to  Supernatural  Liv- 
ing: The  Person  and  Work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  by  Dr.  Bill 
Bright  (Campus  Crusade 
Press,  1980),  is  recommended 
reading  for  ministers  in 
preparation  for  the  institute. 
The  book  may  be  ordered 
through  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  or  its  branch  bookstores. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells  will  be 
one  of  four  speakers.  His  topic 
will  be  "The  Holy  Spirit  and 
Mission  of  the  Church."  A 
Mount  Olive  College  graduate, 
Mr.  Wells  has  been  an  ordained 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister  for 
16  years  and  pastor  of  Marsh 
Swamp  Church,  Rock  Ridge, 
for  five  years. 

He  is  chairman  of  the  Home 
Missions  Board  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  clerk  of  the 
Western  Conference  Ordaining 
Council,  and  moderator  of  the 
First  Union  Meeting  of  the 
Western  Conference. 

Mr.  Wells  received  an  A. A. 
degree  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, B.A.  from  Atlantic  Chris- 
tian College,  and  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  South- 
eastern Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 

Other  speakers  include  Dr. 
Robert  H.  Culpepper,  professor 
of  Theology,  Southeastern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary  ;  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt,  chairman  of  the 
Humanities  Division,  Mount 
Olive  College;  and  the  Rev. 
Howard  Starling,  pastor  of  Ot- 
way  Church. 

A  cook-out  is  planned  from 
5:30-6:30  p.m.  on  August  6.  A 
worship  service  will  follow 
from  7-8  p.m.  The  service  will 
be  held  in  Rodgers  Chapel  with 
the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes, 
president  of  the  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association, 
presiding. 

All  ministers  and  their  wives 
are  invited  to  attend.  Registra- 
tion is  $5  per  minister  (checks 
payable  to  the  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association). 
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LET'S  CLOSE  THE  BOOKS  ON  THIS  PROJECT 

In  March  1983,  we  presented  the  need  for  a  new  building  on  the  campus  oj 
Palawan  Bible  Institute  in  the  Philippines  to  house  a  printing  press,  the  Philippine 
church  headquarters  office,  boardroom,  school  library,  and  an  apartment  for  th<, 
president  of  P.B.I.  We  appreciate  the  response  of  so  many  churches  and  individual* 
who  have  helped  make  this  building  a  reality. 

Special  contributions  for  this  building  have  reached  $24,787.50.  We  need  $2,842.5( 
in  order  to  close  the  books  on  this  project. 


The  clear  area  represents 
funds  needed. 

Need  $2,842.50,  or  189.5 
sq.  ft. 


Shaded  area  represents  fundi 
received.  Received  $24,787.50 
or  1,650.50  sq.  ft. 


The  total  cost  of  this  project  is  $27,600. 
The  cost  per  square  foot  is  $15. 

I 


The  building  was  completed  in  April,  1984. 


Will  you  give  one  or  more  square  feet  to  help  bring  this  project  to  a  conclusion' 
Send  your  gift  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  P.O.  Box  38,  Ay  den,  North  Carolim 
28513.  Thank  you  for  your  response. 

Harold  Jone 

Director- Treasure 
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I  FEEL  JESUS 

Testimony  Given  by  a 
Young  Deaf  Man  at  Deaf  Camp 

Some  people  talk  to  Jesus 
ist  as  though  they  were  speak- 
ig  to  each  other.  I  imagine 
lat  must  be  wonderful;  but 
jnagine  is  all  I  can  do.  You  see, 
jean  speak  to  Jesus  only  with 
iy  heart,  because  I  am  deaf.  I 
ave  a  voice,  but  because  I 
ave  never  been  able  to  hear 
fords,  speech  is  difficult  and 
thers  often  have  difficulty 
Inderstanding  my  speech.  So,  I 
lust  be  content  for  the  present 
)  speak  to  Jesus  through  my 
eart. 

1 1  I  make  it  a  point  to  talk  to 
esus  daily.  He  speaks  to  me, 
!jo,  not  only  in  the  small,  in- 
udible  voice  from  within  my 
eart,  but  also  through  His 
Vord.  The  Bible  is  God's  road- 
hap  for  man.  It  is  infallible, 
nd  was  given  under  inspira- 
ion  of  God  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
ioly  men  of  old.  Recorded  to 
preserve  the  plan  of  salvation 
o  man,  and  to  give  hope  and 
encouragement  to  all  men,  the 
Jible  is  a  message  to  unworthy 
hdividuals  from  a  loving 
Creator. 

I  know  that  some  day  I  will 
tctually  be  able  to  hear  not  only 
Jod,  but  man  speak  to  me.  The 
3ible  records  the  healing  of  the 
ilind,  the  deaf,  the  lame,  as 
veil  as  the  raising  of  the  dead. 
Jurely  God  is  able  to  heal  to- 
iay,  just  as  He  did  when  Jesus 
yas  ministering  upon  the  earth. 
But  if  He  does  not  choose  for  me 
o  hear  during  the  time  I  spend 
m  this  earth,  then  when  I  am  in 
lis  presence  in  Heaven,  I  will 
)e  healed.  In  Heaven,  there  is 
mly  perfection,  with  a  perfect 
Saviour  and  a  perfect  God. 
j  I  have  learned,  though,  that 
Grod  enables  us  to  develop 
greater  abilities  to  help  us  over- 
come those  handicaps  we  must 
ive  with.  While  I  cannot  hear 
;he  words  being  spoken  around 
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me,  I  am  able  to  "hear" 
through  sight  reading  of  lips,  or 
through  signing.  My  mother 
uses  sign  language  to  translate 
what  is  being  said  during  a 
church  service,  and  I  am  able 
to  "hear"  through  her  hands. 
So  many  people  take  for 
granted  the  blessings  God  has 
given  them.  Others  never 
develop  the  "abilities"  God 
gives  them  (ability  to  see  for 
someone  who  is  blind,  or  hear 
for  someone  who  is  deaf). 

My  mother  has  tried  to  teach 
me  all  my  life  that  I  am  only  as 
handicapped  as  I  allow  myself 
to  be.  God  has  a  purpose  for  my 
life.  As  much  as  a  mother  loves 
her  child,  the  Bible  tells  us  that 
not  even  a  mother's  love  is  as 
great  as  God's  love  for  us.  He 
cares  so  much  about  us  that  He 
even  knows  how  many  hairs 
are  on  our  heads!  We  are  all 
different,  but  that  doesn't  mean 
we  can't  all  be  used  by  God  if 
we  are  willing  to  be  used. 

All  men,  both  those  with 
handicaps  and  those  without, 
must  come  to  God  the  same 
way  .  .  .  through  Jesus  Christ 
His  Son.  God  is  no  respector  of 
persons.  Each  is  the  same  in 
His  sight.  I  am  grateful  that  I 
don't  have  to  earn  my  way  into 
Heaven,  but  am  just  as  saved 
as  any  other  individual  who 
puts  his  trust  solely  in  the  birth, 
death,  and  Resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

While  we  pray  different- 
ly—some in  whispers,  some 
silently,  some  boldly,  and 
others  with  only  their 
hearts— God  hears  all  of  our 
prayers.  He  knows  them  before 
they  are  spoken,  or  before  they 
are  even  thought.  He  knows  our 
needs,  our  wants,  and  our 
desires.  He  knows  our  failures 
and  our  ambitions,  our  shat- 
tered dreams  and  our  suc- 
cesses. He  is  there  to  pick  us  up 
when  we  fall,  and  to  listen  when 
we  confess  a  mistake  and  ask 


for  forgiveness.  And  He's 
always  so  quick  to  forgive! 

I  thank  God  for  my  deafness, 
because  it  has  made  me  aware 
that  I  can  be  useful  to  other 
deaf  people.  I  am  willing  to  let 
my  eyes  be  their  ears,  and  my 
hands  their  voice.  I  pray  daily 
that  God  will  put  a  love  in  my 
heart  for  all  people,  and  a 
desire  to  do  His  will.  Every 
saved  person  should  be  aware 
of  the  place  they  can  take  in 
service  to  God  and  their 
fellowman. 

Jesus  was  the  perfect  exam- 
ple of  one  man  expressing  love 
for  another.  How  many  of  us 
would  be  willing  to  lay  down 
our  life  for  someone  else  .  .  . 
especially  someone  who  didn't 
deserve  it? 

It  seems  that  service  to  God 
is  a  small  price  to  pay  for  what 
He  has  given  to  us  .  .  .  eternal 
life,  in  a  perfect  world.  It  is 
hard  to  imagine  what  life  will 
be  like  when  all  death  and 
sickness  is  taken  away.  But  I 
know  there  will  be  a  day  when 
there  are  no  blind  eyes,  no  deaf 
ears,  no  need  for  crutches, 
wheelchairs,  and  even  glasses! 

Until  then,  I  can  feel  Jesus 
with  me.  I  can  speak  to  Him 
silently  with  my  heart,  and  He 
answers  me  by  stirring  within 
my  heart  and  soul  the 
awareness  that  He  is  there, 
wanting  me  to  express  my 
desires,  my  failures,  my  hopes 
and  ambitions  to  Him.  I  can 
walk  with  Him  daily,  and  feel 
His  presence  about  me.  I  can 
feel  Him  through  love  for  my 
fellowman,  and  my  family.  I 
can  feel  His  love  for  me,  and  I 
know  that  some  day,  when  I  see 
Him  face  to  face,  I  will  hear 
Him  say  ...  in  a  very  loud  voice 
.  .  .  "Well  done,  Rudy." 

It  will  surely  be  worth 
waiting  for! 


(Rudy  was  saved  at  Deaf  Camp  in 
1982.) 
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GENERAL  YOUTH  CONFERENCE  I 


General  Youth  Conference  I,  pictured  here,  held  its  annual  conference  at  Cragmont  June  18-23.  Thei 
conference  had  194  in  attendance.  Special  thanks  go  to  all  their  staff  of  counselors  for  the  fine  job  they 
did  in  leading  the  young  people  during  that  week. 

They  are  as  follows:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Grubbs,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Waters,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gene  Brown,  the  Rev.  Craig  Simmons,  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines,  Mrs.  Janice  Grady,  Mrs.  Becky 
Baker,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Ribeiro,  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Fulghum,  Miss  Lori  Little,  Miss  Alice  Hines, 
Miss  Ramey  Jo  Dickerson,  Chris  Pennell,  Johnny  Sullivan,  Todd  Williamson,  Art  Pittman,  and  Ricky 
Snipes. 
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RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
July  1,  1983- June  30,  1984 
Llbemarle  conference 


t  ;elhaven 

$  200 

torinth 

125 

[ickory  Chapel 

1,517 

lalachi's  Chapel 

1,092 

fount  Tabor 

1,092 

fount  Zlon 

422 

uxiliary  Convention 

334 

Ustrict  Convention 

186 

"ifth  Sunday  Singing 

100 

Fnion  Meeting 

80 

'lymouth,  First 

175 

hiloh 

212 

idney 

728 

ound  Side 

742 

t.  Paul 

452 

tinity 

620 

Jnion  Chapel 

636 

'iney  Grove 

120 

Total 

$  9,045 

/APE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Jethel 

$  730 

Jasey's  Chapel 

620 

)aly's  Chapel 

460 

xoldsboro,  First 

1,187 

laymount 

265 

lopewell 

449 

fohnston  Union 

702 

Lee's  Chapel 

2,172 

Auxiliary  Convention 

61 

)ak  Grove 

1,200 

'aimer  Memorial 

976 

feasant  Grove 

600 

lobert's  Grove 

1,120 

Riverside 

320 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

151 

Shady  Grove 

1,557 

Smithfield,  First 

710 

ree's  Chapel 

1,520 

Victory  Mission 

67 

Wooten's  Chapel 

100 

ifelverton  Grove 

895 

Jatalpa 

64 

Sastwood  Chapel 

20 

janwood  Chapel 

100 

VIount  Olive 

15 

3owhatan 

320 

Saint  Paul 

550 

Smyrna 

200 

Stephen's  Chapel 

200 

Vest  Clinton 

70 

District  Convention 

27 

2ape  Fear  Youth  Rally 

100 

Total  $ 

17,535 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

^spen  Grove  $  2,980 

tyden  60 

Jethany  1,456 

Black  Jack  (Pitt)  1,731 

Jedar  Grove  250 

Community  136 
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Daniels  Chapel 

1,448 

Indian  Springs 

165 

Dilda's  Grove 

1,203 

Jackson  Heights 

1,129 

Edgewood 

72 

Juniper  Chapel 

1,775 

Elm  Grove 

557 

Kinston,  First 

1,576 

Free  Union 

2,221 

Lanier's  Chapel 

445 

Friendship 

2,085 

Long  Ridge 

350 

Gum  Swamp 

2,513 

May's  Chapel 

1,200 

Greenville,  First 

1,940 

Moseley's  Creek 

577 

Grimsley 

640 

Mount  Pleasant 

494 

Harrell's  Chapel 

600 

Mount  Zion  ( Pamlico ) 

685 

Hickory  Grove 

474 

Mount  Zion  ( Onslow ) 

220 

Howell  Swamp 

470 

Union  Number  5 

90 

Hugo 

1,055 

Fifth  Sunday  School  Convention 

115 

Hull  Road 

1,520 

Union  Number  3 

240 

King's  Cross  Roads 

2,713 

New  Bethlehem 

343 

La  Grange 

1,285 

New  Haven 

1,136 

Little  Creek 

1,215 

Northeast 

699 

Marlboro 

582 

Oak  Grove 

258 

Union  Number  2 

50 

Oriental 

50 

Auxiliary  Convention 

215 

Otway 

50 

Ormondsville 

1,197 

Pearsall  Chapel 

892 

Otter's  Creek 

101 

Pilgrim's  Home 

415 

Owens  Chapel 

559 

Pilgrims  Rest 

75 

Peace 

443 

Piney  Grove 

282 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt) 

1,098 

Reunion  Chapel 

50 

Pleasant  Hill 

100 

Rock  of  Zion 

1,186 

Reedy  Branch 

2,281 

Rooty  Branch 

395 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

500 

Sarecta 

52 

Rose  Hill 

1,222 

Sandy  Plain 

265 

Rose  of  Sharon 

1,252 

Smith's  New  Home 

363 

Saratoga 

546 

Sneads  Ferry 

400 

Spring  Branch 

1,125 

Smyrna 

500 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

750 

Snow  Hill 

765 

Tarboro,  First 

550 

Sound  View 

792 

Walnut  Creek 

100 

Spring  Hope 

62 

Watery  Branch 

50 

St.  Mary's 

1,342 

Williamston,  First 

385 

Trent 

145 

Winterville 

2,340 

Vanceboro 

25 

Piney  Grove  (Beaufort) 

437 

Verona 

320 

Union  Number  4 

226 

Wardens  Grove 

630 

District  Convention 

328 

Warsaw,  First 

427 

Union  Number  2 

Westside 

2,278 

Sunday  School  Convention 

100 

Whaley's  Chapel  * 

655 

Total 

$  45,177 

White  Hill 

120 

White  Oak  Grove 

565 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Antioch 
Arapahoe 
Bethel 
Bethlehem 
Beaufort  Mission 
Bridge  ton 
British  Chapel 
Core  Point  Chapel 
Cabin 

Christian  Chapel 
Crab  Point 
Croatan 
Deep  Run 
Dublin  Grove 
Edwards  Chapel 
Friendship 
Gethsemane 
Core  Creek 
Hillsberry 
Holly  Springs 


1,125 
718 
421 

1,120 
385 
608 
200 
102 
338 
688 
98 
500 

1,338 

1,006 
147 
302 
800 

1,397 
120 

5,143 


Wilmington,  First 

Wintergreen 
Woodrow,  First 
Davis 

Faith  (Carteret) 

Faith  Mission  (Brunswick) 

Folkstone 

Free  Union 

Grants  Chapel 

Macedonia 

Russell's  Creek 

Saints  Delight 

Welcome  Home 

White  Oak 

Beulaville 

Auxiliary  Convention 
Youth  Fellowship 
Wildwood 
Total 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


1,020 
261 
230 
45 
60 
1,152 
120 
48 
568 
5 

872 
250 
41 
1,210 
591 
25 
49 


47,725 
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SUNDAY, 
JULY 


29 


Scripture  Reading— Ecclesiastes  5-8 

HOW  THE  FINE  WAS  PAID 
Once,  when  Mr.  LaGuardia,  the  famous  ex- 
mayor  of  New  York,  was  presiding  at  a  police 
court,  they  brought  a  trembling  old  man  before 
him,  charged  with  stealing  a  loaf  of  bread.  He 
said  his  family  was  starving.  "Well,  I've  got  to 
punish  you,"  said  Mr.  LaGuardia.  "The  law 
makes  no  exception,  and  I  can  do  nothing  but 
sentence  you  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars."  Then  he 
added,  after  reaching  into  his  pocket,  "and 
here's  the  ten  dollars  to  pay  your  fine.  And  now  I 
remit  the  fine."  Then,  tossing  the  ten-dollar  bill 
into  his  famous  outsize  hat,  he  said,  "Further- 
more, I'm  going  to  fine  everybody  in  this  court- 
room fifty  cents,  for  living  in  a  town  where  a  man 
has  to  steal  bread  in  order  to  eat.  Mr.  Bailiff,  col- 
lect the  fines,  and  give  them  to  this  defendant." 
The  hat,  was  passed,  and  an  incredulous  old 
man,  with  a  light  of  Heaven  in  his  eyes,  left  the 
courtroom  with  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 


That  man  may  breathe, 

but  never  live, 
Who  much  receives, 

but  nothing  gives; 
Whom  none  can  love, 

whom  none  can  thank, 
Creation's  blot, 

creation's  blank! 


MONDAY, 
JULY 


30 


Scripture  Reading— Ecclesiastes  9-12 
GENEROUS 

Teofilo  ("Friend  of  God")  said  to  Christobel 
("Christbearer"),  the  new  convert  in  the  little 
mission  chapel  in  Cuba : 

"Christobel,  if  you  had  a  hundred  sheep, 
would  you  give  fifty  of  them  for  the  Lord's 
work?" 

"Yes,  I  would." 

"Would  you  do  the  same  if  you  had  a  hundred 
cows?" 

"Yes,  Teofilo,  I  would." 

'  'Would  you  do  the  same  if  you  had  a  hundred 
horses?" 

"Yes,  of  course." 


"If  you  had  two  pigs,  would  you  give  one  o: 
them  to  Him?" 

"No,  I  wouldn't;  and  you  have  no  right  to  as!1 
me,  Teofilo,  for  you  know  I  have  two  pigs." 


//  there  be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted 
according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according 
to  that  he  hath  not  (2  Corinthians  8:12). 


TUESDAY,  o-i 
JULY  AL 


Scripture  Reading— Song  of  Solomon  1-8 

POOR  LITTLE  CENT! 
A  big  silver  dollar  and  a  little  brown  cent, 
Rolling  along  together  they  went, 
Rolling  along  the  smooth  sidewalk, 
When  the  dollar  remarked— for  the  dollar  car 
talk; 

"You  poor  little  cent,  you  cheap  little  mite, 
I'm  bigger  and  more  than  two  times  as  bright, 
I'm  worth  more  than  you— a  hundred-fold, 
And  written  on  me,  in  letters  so  bold, 
Is  the  motto  drawn  from  the  pious  creed, 
'In  God  we  trust,'  which  all  can  read." 

"Yes,  I  know"  said  the  cent,  "I'm  a  cheap  littl^ 
mite, 

And  I  know  I'm  not  big  or  good  or  bright, 
And  yet,"  said  the  cent,  with  a  meek  little  sigh,, 
"You  don't  go  to  church  half  so  often  as  I!" 


A  well-known  writer  on  Christian  steward 
ship  says:  "Giving  is  not  just  a  way  of  raising 
money.  It  is  God's  way  of  raising  men." 

WEDNESDAY,  1 
AUGUST  1 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  1-4 

A  CHILD'S  UNDERSTANDING  GIFT 
A  large  church  needed  a  new  building.  Thej" 
were  all  agreed  about  that,  but  whenever  they 
began  to  plan  to  build,  the  members  got  into  all 
sorts  of  disagreements  about  how  and  what  tc 
build.  The  minister  was  at  his  wit's  end,  and  apj 
pointed  a  day  of  prayer,  to  which  very  fe^j 
members  came.  But  one  devout  woman  went  anc 
took  her  little  five-year-old  girl,  as  she  had  nd 
one  with  whom  to  leave  her.  As  they  prayed,  thfj 
child  began  to  understand  that  it  was  aboulj 
building  a  new  church.  When  they  went  home 
she  asked  many  questions  about  it,  and  then  she 
was  very  quiet.  The  next  morning  her  mothei 
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Vnjjsed  her,  and  in  a  frenzy  went  to  find  her.  It 
v^i3  not  hard  to  follow  her  little  foot  tracks  to  the 
niiister's  house,  and  there  in  the  front  yard  was 
He  Mary  with  her  wheelbarrow,  a  toy  one,  and 
lr it  were  two  bricks.  She  was  talking  to  the 
trnister,  and  the  tears  were  running  down  his 
clteks.  She  had  brought  the  two  bricks  to  start 
I  new  church.  He  told  the  story  in  the  morning 
s»!vice  on  the  following  Sunday. 


■  God  touched  hearts,  and  multiplied  Mary's 
m  bricks  into  a  beautiful  new  church  building. 

IflURSDAY,  „ 
AUGUST  * 

•  ipture  Reading— Isaiah  5-9 

TO  WHOM  SHE  GAVE 
A  well-known  preacher  was  making  an  ap- 
pal for  funds  before  a  large  congregation,  and 
ii/ited  them  to  bring  their  gifts  and  lay  them  on 
tie  altar.  The  aisle  was  filled  with  people  who 
zfne  bringing  their  offerings.  A  little  lame  girl 
i^ne  slowly  toward  the  front.  She  pulled  a  little 
rig  from  her  finger  and  laid  it  among  the  other 
gits  on  the  altar.  Adjusting  her  crutch  she 
ikrted  back  up  the  aisle.  An  usher  was  sent  to 
ojing  her  into  an  anteroom  following  the  service, 
lie  preacher  met  her  there  and  said,  "My  dear, 
[saw  the  thing  which  you  did  tonight.  It  was 
■dutiful,  but,  you  know,  the  response  of  the  peo- 
h  tonight  has  been  large,  and  in  figuring  up  we 
K§  that  we  have  money  enough  to  take  care  of 
I  the  things  we  want  to  do,  and  have  some 
oney  left  over,  so  we  don't  need  your  ring,  and  I 
ive  brought  it  back  to  you."  The  little  girl 
oked  up  with  rebuke  in  her  eyes  and  said,  "I 
dn't  give  that  ring  to  you."  Once  again  from 
.e  lips  of  a  child  came  a  great  spiritual  truth 
at  mocks  our  unbiblical,  unbusinesslike 
ethods  of  church  finance. 


In  our  efforts  to  get  bills  paid  we  forget  that 
ir  gifts  are  offerings  not  to  man  but  to  God. 

TODAY,  „ 
UGUST  6 

ripture  Reading -Isaiah  10-14 

HONORING  GOD  WITH  OUR  MONEY 
Mr.  W.  R.  Spight,  wholesale  grocer  of 
ecatur,  Alabama,  passed  away  in  1936.  Shortly 
ter  his  departure  the  trusteeship  of  the  Spight 
itate  came  into  being.  Representatives  of  the 
ght  beneficiaries  of  the  estate  met  recently, 
viewed  the  activities  of  the  trustees,  and  found 
at  out  of  an  original  estate  worth  a  million 
)llars,  the  beneficiaries  have  received 
,040,000  and  there  is  still  an  approximate 
illion's  worth  left  in  the  estate.  A  friend  who 


knew  Mr.  Spight  said  that  he  gave  $500  to  the 
Lord  every  Sunday  of  the  year,  while  he  lived. 
The  Lord  has  said,  "Them  that  honour  me  I  will 
honour"  (1  Samuel  2:30).  To  be  worth  a  million, 
and  give  a  million,  and  leave  a  million  to  be 
given  away  is  a  record.  Only  eternity  will  reveal 
the  vast  amount  of  good  accomplished  by  the 
million  given,  and  the  million  now  being  given! 


Money  simply  cannot  be  put  to  a  higher  use 
than  that  of  honoring  the  Lord. 

SATURDAY,  * 
AUGUST 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  15-21 

"BEFORE  THEY  CALL" 
In  the  spring  of  1875,  Hudson  Taylor,  the 
beloved  founder  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  was 
returning  to  London  from  Bighton,  where  he  had 
been  attending  some  meetings.  Waiting  for  his 
train  at  the  station,  he  was  accosted  by  a  Russian 
nobleman  who  had  also  attended  the  meetings, 
and  who,  on  learning  that  Mr.  Taylor  was  going 
to  London,  suggested  that  they  should  find  seats 
together. 

"But  I  travel  third  class,"  said  the  mis- 
sionary. 

"My  ticket  admits  of  my  doing  the  same," 
was  the  courteous  reply. 

They  seem  to  have  found  a  carriage  alone 
together,  for  presently  Count  Bobrinsky  took  out 
his  pocketbook,  with  the  words,  "Allow  me  to 
give  you  a  trifle  toward  your  work  in  China." 

Glancing  at  the  bank  note  as  he  received  it, 
Mr.  Taylor  felt  there  must  be  some  mistake— it 
was  no  less  than  fifty  pounds. 

"Did  you  mean  to  give  me  five  pounds,"  he 
said  at  once.  "Please  let  me  return  this  note ;  it  is 
for  fifty  pounds." 

"I  cannot  take  it  back,"  replied  the  other,  no 
less  surprised.  "It  was  five  pounds  I  meant  to 
give,  but  God  must  have  intended  you  to  have  fif- 
ty pounds;  I  cannot  take  it  back." 

Impressed  with  the  incident,  Mr.  Taylor 
reached  Pyrland  Road,  the  London  home  of  the 
Mission,  to  find  a  prayer  meeting  going  on.  A 
remittance  was  about  to  be  sent  to  China,  and  the 
money  in  hand  was  short  of  forty -nine  pounds, 
eleven  shillings,  of  the  sum  it  was  felt  would  be 
required.  This  deficiency  was  not  accepted  as  in- 
evitable. On  the  contrary,  it  called  together  those 
who  knew  of  it  for  special  prayer.  Forty-nine 
pounds,  eleven  shillings,  was  being  asked  for  in 
simple  faith,  and  there  upon  the  office  table  Mr. 
Taylor  laid  his  precious  bank  note  for  fifty 
pounds. 

Could  it  have  come  more  directly  from  the 
Heavenly  Father's  hand? 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations. 
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Sunday  <Scfioo[  Jl 


For  July  29 

WAR  BETWEEN 
THE  KINGDOMS 

Lesson  Text:  2  Kings  14:1-3, 
8-14 

Memory  Verse:  Proverbs  16:18 

During  the  period  of  the 
divided  kingdoms  of  Judah  and 
Israel,  the  reigns  of  the  mon- 
archs  of  each  realm  are 
described  in  the  biblical  record 
in  relation  to  those  of  the  other. 
For  example,  it  is  written:  "In 
the  [such  and  such]  year  of 
[name]  king  of  Israel  reigned 
[name]  king  of  Judah,  and  he 
reigned  for  [number  of 
years]." 

Confusion  may  arise  when 
the  names  of  the  kings  of  the 
two  realms  are  similar  or,  in 
some  cases,  identical— though 
the  kings  lived  at  somewhat  dif- 
ferent times.  Confusion  may  in- 
crease because  the  names  of 
certain  kings  are  not  always 
spelled  the  same  way.  For  ex- 
ample, the  king  of  Judah  from 
836-797  was  named  Joash 
(though  he  is  sometimes  called 
Jehoash),  while  the  king  of 
Israel  from  804-789  was  named 
Jehoash  (though  he  is  some- 
times called  Joash). 

The  first  verse  of  our  printed 
text  reads,  "In  the  second  year 
of  Joash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of 
Israel  reigned  Amaziah  the  son 
of  Joash  king  of  Judah."  The 
New  International  Version  tries 
to  clarify  with  "In  the  second 
year  of  Jehoash—"  However,  a 
footnote  indicates  that  the 
Hebrew  has  Joash,  which  is  a 
variant  of  Jehoash. 

The  following  chart  shows  the 
rulers  of  Israel  and  Judah  from 
the  time  of  last  week's  lesson  to 
this  lesson.  It  illustrates  the  dif- 
ficulty mentioned  above  and 
also  shows  the  historical  setting 
for  this  lesson. 


Judah 

Queen  Athallah 

(842-836) 
Joash  (836-707) 
Amaziah  (803-775) 


Israel 

Jehu  (842-816) 

Jehoahaz  (819-803) 
Jehoash  (804-789) 


The  chart  above  shows  some 
overlapping  of  the  reigns  of 
some  of  the  kings.  Sometimes  a 
father  and  son  ruled  as  co- 
regents,  and  such  was  the  case 
with  Amaziah,  the  central 
character  in  this  lesson.  His 
father,  Joash,  had  suffered 
from  sore  diseases  in  the  last 
years  of  his  reign,  so  Amaziah 
conducted  the  government  dur- 
ing that  time.  When  Joash  was 
assassinated  by  his  own  ser- 
vants, Amaziah  then  became 
the  sole  ruler  of  Judah. 

Amaziah  had  many  advan- 
tages initially.  His  father, 
Joash,  had  walked  in  the  ways 
of  the  Lord  under  the  guidance 
and  counsel  of  the  faithful  high 
priest,  Jehoiada.  Joash  had 
repaired  the  temple  and  had 
done  a  great  deal  to  lead  the 
people  in  a  religious  revival. 
True,  he  had  not  done 
everything  that  might  have 
been  done,  but  he  accomplished 
much.  Amaziah  himself  kept  to 
his  father's  ways. 

He  began  his  career  by 
avenging  his  father's  assassi- 
nation, but  did  not  continue  to 
execute  vengeance  on  the 
children  of  the  murderers 
(2  Kings  14:5,  6).  He  led  a 
military  expedition  against  the 
area  of  Edom  during  which  ten 
thousand  enemies  of  Judah 
were  killed.  He  seemed  to  be 
established  on  a  firm  base  at 
home  and  was  now  flushed  with 
the  success  of  his  military  vic- 
tory abroad  (14:7). 

Perhaps  Amaziah  dreamed 
of  restoring  the  days  of  the 
glory  of  Solomon,  when  one 
powerful  monarch  reigned  over 
all  the  tribes  of  Israel;  or 
perhaps  he  felt  that  a  unified 
Israel  and  Judah  could  impose 


trade  sanctions  and  othJ 
tribute  on  the  nations  ii| 
mediately  bordering  til 
Hebrew  kingdoms.  Whatevji 
the  reason  behind  the  schem 
Amaziah  deliberately  provokt. 
and  encouraged  a  war  wi,i 
Jehoash  of  Israel.  The  resull 
were  devastating  for  his  peop 
and  for  himself. 

Proud  of  his  army's  prowestl 
Amaziah  was  certain  he  couf 
master  the  Northern  Kingdom) 
so  he  deliberately  provoked 
conflict.  Its  sequel  was  his  ow' 
loss  of  freedom,  the  loss  of  tr' 
royal  treasures,  and  the  in 
pairment  of  the  defenses  of  h 
capital  city. 

The  career  of  King  Amazia 
illustrates  the  truth  of  th 
Hebrew  proverbs,  "When  pridsi 
cometh,  then  cometh  shamed 
(11:2);  "The  Lord  will  destrcj 
the  house  of  the  proud"  (15:25| 
"Pride  goeth  before  destrui;i 
tion,  and  a  haughty  spir; 
before  a  fall"  (16:18);  and  "j 
man's  pride  shall  bring  hir 
low"  (29:23). 

We  remember  that  Jesm 
said,  "Blessed  are  the  poor  i< 
spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdor 
of  heaven"  (Matthew  5:3). 
was  Jesus  who  made  Himself  ( 
"no  reputation"  that  we  migl 
become  citizens  of  God' 
kingdom.  Peter  reminds  us  th£ 
"God  resisteth  the  proud,  an 
giveth  grace  to  the  humble 
(1  Peter  5:5). 


Father,  give  us  a  realisti 
view  of  ourselves  in  the  light  c 
the  great  tasks  we  have  not  al 
tempted  and  of  the  many  shorl 
comings  we  possess.  Keep  u 
from  boasting  by  making  u 
aware  of  our  need  for  Jesus 
May  His  grace  and  peace  fi) 
our  hearts  and  lives  as  we  seel 
to  walk  in  His  way.  We  pray  h 
His  name.  Amen. — Standan 
Lesson  Commentary 
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CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 


I 

E  DEE  ASSOCIATION 

on  Number  1 

$  170 

p 

>  Dee  Association 

151 

0 

i  Grove 

2,394 

V 

ite  Oak 

100 

ft 

unt  Calvary 

400 

Tpmasboro 

50 

Akiliary  Convention 

20 

tlon  Number  2 

100 

Total 

$  3,385 

l*SDMONT  CONFERENCE 


Wthedral 

$  237 

list  Rockingham 

215 

Ijritage 

577 

|»h  Point 

1,004 

f^hland  Pines 
|[ly  Cross 

767 

150 

Biunt  Olive 

100 

I  use  of  Prayer 

200 

live  Gospel 

25 

ion  Closnel 

100 

Viyside  Chapel 

50 

tiod  News 

25 

Total 

$  3,451 

licK  FISH  CONFERENCE 

hunt  Moriah 

$  100 

Total 

$  100 

IlkE  RIVER  CONFERENCE 

faring  Creek 

$  132 

jjrtis  Creek 

69 

li'piar  Church 

295 

Mom's  Chapel 

547 

jab  Orchard 

110 

j  Total 

$  1,153 

E  STERN  CONFERENCE 

jape  Mission 

$  150 

irnes  Hill 

1,056 

lack  Jack  Grove 

511 

ranch  Chapel 

1,875 

ilvary 

650 

Iwood  Lane 

180 

yerett  Chapel 

1,678 

illowship 

64 

ood's  Chapel 

351 

ree  Spirit  Mission 

267 

remont 

1,553 

ree  Union 

570 

riendship 

976 

oily  Springs 

620 

enly 

1,095 

ttle  Rock 

2,265 

arsh  Swamp 

3,347 

emorial  Chapel 

193 

icro 

682 

ilbournie 

2,920 

ountZion  (Nash) 

1,342 

oion  Number  1 

475 

lion  Number  2 

65 

rst  Western 

Sunday  School  Convention 

166 

Duth  Fellowship 

225 

3w  Sandy  Hill 

469 

sople's  Chapel 

640 

ne  Level 

1,014 

easant  Grove 

2,293 

ney  Grove 

685 

easant  Hill 

175 

Pleasant  Plain 

375 

Unity  ( Durham ) 

50 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

420 

Unity  (Wilson) 

557 

Rock  Springs 

61 

Watson's  Grove 

225 

Rosebud 

324 

Wilson,  First 

6,249 

Selma 

250 

Durham,  First 

250 

Sherron  Acres 

2,030 

Mount  Zion  ( Wilson ) 

325 

Spring  Hill 

2,767 

Northern 

60 

Auxiliary 

131 

Oak  Grove 

788 

St.  Mary's 

1,920 

14 

Qtanpil'c  f"T-iar»c»l 

1  772 

t   ^7  897 

Stnnpu  (~*t*c 

OluIlCV  CCh 

4,296 

OTHER  CHURCH  REVENUE 

atony  tun 

SOU 

Statewide  Free  Will  Baptist 

$  2,762 

Trinity 

3,834 

Union  Chapel 

DUU 

tat  *  f  'ol^A/'T^,"MTT'I^, 

Union  Grove 

1,118 

CHURCHES 

$188,164 

MEMORIAL 
April,  May 


Gift  Given  by 

White  Oak  Grove  (Eastern) 

Mrs.  Ethel  Mae  Allen 

Miss  Leah  McGlohon 

Earl  C.  Day 

Catherine  E.  Qulnn 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Pope 

Marsh  Swamp 

Bobby  and  Audrey  Taylor 

Mrs.  Hattle  A.  Bright 

Bobby  and  Audrey  Taylor 

Snodie  B.  Wilson 

Samuel  A.  Pittman 

The  Heritage  Bank  (Middlesex) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  Wlndley 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  Hare 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Wade 

Milan  R.  Mixon 

Mrs.  Letha  Sawyer 

Robert  Williams  Jr. 

Irene  Mosely 

Katie  Dawkins  Brigman 

Mrs.  J.  C.  McCaskill 

Mrs.  James  C.  Gulnn  Jr. 

Lanier's  Chapel 

Mae  T.  Taylor 

John  H.  Banks 

Reedy  Branch 

Lois  Vowell 

Thelma  Rulli 

Marie  Standi 

Jerry  Long  Sr. 

Moseley's  Creek  League 

Edwin  and  Shirley  Jarrell 

Mrs.  Harry  L.  Walter 

Mount  Olive 

Mrs.  Charles  L.  Harris 

Roney  B.  Bunn  Sr. 

Nellie  Webster 

Doris  Lambert 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elbert  Bullard 

Eddie  Edwards 

Earl  C.  Day 

Amanda  C.  Byrd 

B.  T.  Phillips  Jr. 

Irene  Lewis 

Elizabeth  W.  Windfield 

Geraldlne  Brown 

Geraldlne  Brown 

Memorial  Chapel  Auxiliary 

Bobby  and  Audrey  Taylor 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris 

East  Rockingham  Sunday  School 

James  L.  Huff 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Roper 

Robert  W.  Williams  Jr. 


DONATIONS 
,  June  1984 
In  Memory  of 


S.  A.  Smith 

Mrs.  Belle  Stanley  Daughtrey 
S.  A.  Smith 

David  and  Madora  Day 
S.  A.  Smith 

J.  F.  Pope  and  Gregg  Waddell 

S.  A.  Smith 

S.  A.  Smith 

L.  E.  Ballard 

John  Wesley  Taylor 

S.  A.  Smith 

Corretta  Ellis  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Greenway 

Paul  Bobby  Cone 

Mary  Jane  Radcliffe 

Ethel  Mae  Griffith 

Henry  Herndon 

Horace  Elwood  Mixon 

Thaddious  S.  Bach 

Ray  Murry 

Ernest  L.  Mosely 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

Emma  E.  Casey 

S.  A.  Smith 

Clyde  Brown 

Mrs.  Loretta  (Lee)  Banks 

Clyde  Brown 

Clarence  Mitchell 

Clarence  Mitchell 

Bertha  H.  Standi 

Clyde  Brown 

Bill  Lamm 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

S.  A.  Smith 

Charles  L.  Harris 

Roney  B.  Bunn  Sr. 

Oscar  Webster 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

David  and  Madora  Day 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

R.  A.  Windfield 

Clyde  Brown 

Clarence  J.  Wade 

Clyde  Brown 

Clyde  Brown 

E.  C.  Morris 

Grace  Parrish 

John  S.  Huff 

Mrs.  Lucy  Daugherty 

Hilda  Broughton 


In  the  Christian  life  we  must  lose  to  gain;  we  must 

give  to  obtain;  we  must  be  last  to  be  first;  we  must  be  j 

humble  to  be  exalted;  we  must  be  least  to  be  greatest;  j 

we  must  die  to  live.  \ 
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CREATIVE  LEADERSHIP  SERIES 


A  "how  to"  guide  for  ministering  to  those  "trying"  individuals 
nearly  every  congregation  seems  to  include. 

SURVIVING 

DIFFICULT  CHURCH  MEMBERS 


by  Robert  D.  Dale 


•  The  Traditionalist 

•  The  Hostile 
The  Apathetic 
The  Lonely 
The  Clique 

The  Non-Communicating  Crazymaker 

Most  congregations  include  at  least  one 
of  the  above  types.  Many  congregations 
have  several.  But  church  leaders  can  learn 
to  redirect  their  troubled  and  troublesome 
members  with  the  loving,  practical  advice 
offered  by  Robert  D.  Dale  in  his  lively  book. 

Sharing  the  understanding  that  has 
grown  out  of  his  own  experiences  as  a 
pastor  as  well  as  the  wisdom  he  has 
gathered  from  pastor  friends  and  lay 
persons,  Dale  discusses  all  six  of  these 
identifiable  personalities.  He  devotes  two 
chapters  to  each,  first  describing  the  charac- 
teristics and  causes  for  the  behavior  and 
then  explaining  the  skills  necessary  for  a 
successful  ministry  to  that  person. 

Difficult  individuals  are  tests  of  a  con- 
gregation's maturity,  says  the  author.  And 
it  is  his  purpose  to  encourage  Christians  to 
accept  every  person,  warts  and  all.  "We 
need  their  spiritual  gifts  for  the  church's 
work.  Our  strategy  is  to  love  them, 
understand  them,  and  help  them  get  back 
in  balance  so  the  church  can  minister  more 
effectively." 

ROBERT  D.  DALE  is  professor  of  pasto- 
ral leadership  and  church  ministry  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina.  He  has 
served  churches  in  Missouri,  Oklahoma, 
Kansas,  and  Texas. 


Creatine 

Leadership 

Series 

Lyle  E.  Schaller,  Editor 


Surviving  Difficult 
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Surviving  the  Winds 

Part  Two 

(Continued  from  Last  Week) 

We  can  survive  the  storms  that  come  our  way.  We  can 
hold  on  until  the  light  breaks  through;  we  can  stand  firmly  and 
dig  in,  all  the  while  blooming  where  we  are  planted.  We  can  be 
a  source  of  inspiration  to  others— but  to  do  so,  we  must  be  sure  j 
that  our  inner  being  is  in  "good  shape"  and  not  suffering  from  I 
some  internal  disease. 

After  experiencing  a  series  of  spiritual  victories,  how  do 
you  feel?  The  usual  response  is,  "God  is  really  privileged  to 
have  me  on  His  team."  This  is  especially  true  after  we  have 
made  some  difficult  but  very  righteous  decision,  risking  "all" 
it  seems  to  take  a  stand  for  Christ.  Basking  in  the  glow  of 
God's  favor  for  our  right  response,  we  quietly  begin  to  wonder  ' 
just  when  God  is  going  to  look  to  us  for  some  answers.  This  is  a 
definite  sign  of  decay. 

Each  of  us  is  prone  to  exchange  the  spirit  of  praise  for  the 
spirit  of  grumbling  ;  and  this  might  be  viewed  as  the  deadliest  1 
of  all  problems.  While  difficulty  is  the  environment  for  5 
miracle  and  impossibility  is  the  climate  for  the  supernatural, 
we  find  it  easy  to  slip  first  into  praiselessness— then  into  com-  ! 
plaint— and  finally  into  spiritual  impotence. 

It  is  also  easy  for  us  to  mechanize  Christian  love,  witness, 
discipleship,  and  ministry.  Why,  we  can  even  crank  it  out 
without  relying  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  present  the  gospel  as  1 
though  it  were  a  hollow  sales  pitch.  All  becomes  ritual  and 
meaningless.  This  happens  because  we  tend  to  take  our 
spiritual  strength  for  granted.  Spiritual  power  comes  to  us  like 
oxygen  through  a  hose— not  on  some  monthly  installment  plan  j 
program.  There  is  no  way  for  us  to  get  ahead  in  our  supply  of 
spiritual  power.  At  best,  we  are  transformers  adapting  the  un- 
broken flow  of  the  life  of  God  into  everyday  applications. 

We  tend  our  spiritual  lives  when  we  focus  on  the  person  of 
Christ  and  allow  His  Spirit  to  control  us  moment  by  moment. 
Too  often,  all  of  this  becomes  abstract  and  we  forget  our  rela- 
tionship with  Christ.  We  need  to  realize  that  we  can  expect  His 
love  and  power  as  we  daily  maintain  a  close  relationship  with 
Him. 

Yes,  we  can  hide  internal  weakness  pretty  easily.  We  can 
disguise  "rot"  with  biblical  jargon  and  keep  people  from 
knowing  what  is  happening  on  the  inside.  We  can  even  make 
ourselves  believe  we  are  still  healthy  and  strong— until  the 
winds  begin  to  blow. 

The  creaking  and  cracking  of  our  own  phoniness  in  the 
windstorm  strike  terror.  Spiritual  healthiness  should  be  the 
goal  for  which  we  are  striving.  After  all,  we  never  know  when 
the  wind  is  going  to  blow,  where  it  is  coming  from,  where  it  is 
going,  or  how  hard  it  is  going  to  blow. 
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The  Reason  We're  Here 


by  Ted  Engstrom 


Confronted  on  every  hand  by  individuals  and  groups  who  want  us  to 
help  support  them  in  their  "religious"  efforts,  we  often  become 
cynical— or  at  least,  quite  wary.  We  have  been  approached  so  often  that 
we  sometimes  forget  that  you  and  I  have  been  charged  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  spreading  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ.  Perhaps  the  follow- 
ing article  will  help  bring  this  into  a  better  perspective  for  us 
all.— Editor 


ON  his  very  first  trip  to  China  in  the 
late  1940s,  our  World  Vision  founder, 
\  Bob  Pierce,  was  deeply  moved  by  the 
ysical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
ople. 


It  was  just  after  World  War  II,  and  Bob's 
I 'eat  compassion  for  people  sent  him  barn- 
storming through  the  Far  East  preaching  the 
jispel.  But  he  wasn't  prepared  for  the  raw, 
inpty -belly  poverty  and  deprivation  he  found. 

In  Kunming  he  stopped  to  see  Beth  Albert, 
ijmissionary  to  the  victims  of  leprosy  there. 
!)on  he  found  a  small  girl  snuggling  into  his 
P- 

"Who's  this?"  he  asked  Beth,  thinking  the 
rl  was  part  of  the  family. 
"Oh,  her?  I  just  bought  her." 
"You  bought  her?" 
"Yes!  For  two  dollars." 
Beth  went  on  to  explain  that  the  girl's 
other  wanted  to  sell  her  because  she  couldn't 
ed  her.  Beth  paid  the  woman  and  took  the 
irl  to  keep  her  out  of  evil  hands. 
'    On  another  occasion  Bob  urged  a  young 
hinese  girl  to  go  home  and  tell  her  parents 
\>out  her  conversion  to  Christ.  She  did— and 
as  promptly  beaten  and  put  out  of  the  house, 
fith  nowhere  to  turn,  she  came  back  to  the 
lission  home  where  she  had  first  heard  the 
Dspel.  The  woman  who  ran  the  mission  took 
er  in,  but  warned  Bob,  "Don't  you  dare  think 
du  can  walk  off  and  leave  that  girl ! ' ' 

Incidents  like  this  broke  the  heart  of  the 
lan,  and  he  cried,  "God,  I'm  not  doing 
nything  for  anybody.  I'm  just  making 
Deeches.  I  haven't  got  any  money,  but 
yeryone  here  needs  money.  What  am  I  sup- 
osed  to  do?" 

Well,  perhaps  you  know  what  Bob  did. 
fhen  he  returned  to  the  States,  he  told 
yeryone  he  knew  about  the  tragedy  of  China 
id  asked  them  to  help.  That  great  heart  of  his 
as  so  moved  by  the  hurt  and  the  hopelessness 


he  had  witnessed,  that  he  had  to  share  that 
need. 

In  one  sense,  that's  what  we  in  World  Vi- 
sion have  been  doing  ever  since.  We  ask  for 
help,  not  for  ourselves,  but  for  those  who  suffer 
and  have  nowhere  else  to  turn.  We  use  the 
printed  word,  film,  television,  meetings— any 
way  we  can  to  tell  their  stories.  We  don't  ask 
for  money  to  buy  our  pencils,  pay  our  light  bills 
or  install  new  carpeting.  Those  things  may  be 
necessary,  but  they  are  means  to  an  end,  not 
the  reason  we're  here. 

These  thoughts  sometimes  pass  through  my 
mind  when  I  come  home  from  a  trip  and  find  a 
stack  of  fund  appeals  on  the  desk  in  my  study. 
I  know  that  some  people,  irritated  with  the 
volume  of  these,  dump  them  without  ceremony 
into  the  nearest  trash  can.  Frankly,  I  think 
that's  irresponsible.  I  read  them  for  several 
reasons.  For  one  thing,  I  want  to  know  what 
other  people  are  doing.  This  is  part  of  my 
education.  But  I  know  also  that  most  of  these 
people  have  a  burden  to  share,  just  as  Bob  did 
and  as  we  do  today,  and  I  want  to  give  them  a 
moment  to  share  it.  (I  know,  of  course,  that  a 
few  of  these  people  may  not  be  reputable.  As  a 
good  steward,  you'll  want  to  learn  as  much  as 
possible  about  those  you  support. ) 

I  believe  I  now  know  a  little  bit  more  of 
how  Bob  felt  as  he  confronted  stark  human 
need  on  that  first  trip  to  China.  I've  traveled  to 
scores  of  countries,  seen  the  extremes  of  pover- 
ty, sensed  the  hopelessness  of  men  and  women 
trapped  in  the  most  miserable  of  conditions. 
And  what  do  I  do?  How  do  I  respond?  The 
same  way  Bob  responded.  It's  the  only  thing  I 
can  do.  The  love  of  Christ  compels  me  to  ask 
everyone  I  can  for  help— not  for  myself  or  for 
the  organization  I  represent,  but  for  the 
precious  souls  God  has  made,  every  one  of 
whom  He  knows  and  loves. 


Reprinted  with  permission  from  World  Vision,  March 


1984. 
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"NEW  HISTORY"  OF  STONEY  CREEK 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

by  Elliott  Futrell 

Route  7,  Box  231 
Goldsboro,  NC  27530 


For  a  number  of  years  I  have 
done  genealogical  research  on 
my  Wayne  County  family. 
Curiously,  I  have  found  myself 
with  roots  in  other  sections  of 
the  state;  and  I  have  found 
family  linkings  all  the  way  up 
to  Virginia.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  do  genealogical 
research  without  knowing  the 
history  of  the  area.  Genealogy 
and  history  are  like  country 
ham  and  red-eye  gravy. 

Being  a  member  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination,  I  have  always 
been  interested  in  the  history  of 
my  church,  Stoney  Creek.  The 
earliest  church  deed  we  had 
was  in  1884.  We  had  always 
taken  it  for  granted  that  this 
was  how  old  our  church  was.  I 
had  always  personally  thought 
our  church  was  older  than  that. 
So,  I  cut  my  way  back  through 
history  and  made  a  discovery. 

In  January,  I  was  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  old  Dobbs 
Genealogical  Society.  Dr. 
Charles  R.  Holloman  was  our 
guest  speaker.  He  has  done  ex- 
tensive work  and  research  in 
eastern  North  Carolina.  Cur- 
rently he  is  in  the  process  of 
writing  a  book  on  old  Dobbs 
County.  Dobbs  County  was  once 
part  of  Johnston  County,  from 
which  later  Wayne,  Greene, 
and  Lenoir  Counties  were 
formed.  In  his  speech  he  was 
pointing  out  who  different  peo- 
ple were  who  lived  in  Dobbs 
County.  Later  in  his  speech  he 
began  to  talk  about  different 
places  in  Dobbs  County.  When 
he  made  the  statement  that  the 
Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  was  the  first  church  in 
Dobbs  County,  I  almost  came 
out  of  my  seat! 


Stoney  Creek  Church  was 
built  in  1756  on  the  banks  of 
Stoney  Creek  in  Dobbs  County, 
which  was  then  also  a  part  of 
old  Johnston  County.  Of  course 
it  was  not  first  called  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  because  you  could  not 
use  the  word  "Church"  other 
than  in  reference  to  the  Church 
of  England  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  So  the  term  "Bap- 
tist Society"  was  generally 
used  (rather  than  Baptist 
Church). 

There  is  a  Deed  Index  called 
the  Johnston-Dobbs-Lenoir  In- 
dex that  survived  the  1871 
Lenoir  County  Courthouse  fire. 
In  Book  Four,  Page  88,  of  the 
Deed  Index  is  a  record:  David 
Clark  deeded  the  land  to  the 
Baptist  Society.  David  Clark's 
land  was  on  both  sides  of  Stoney 
Creek  where  the  church  is  to- 
day. But  the  original  church 
was  about  400  yards  from  the 
present  church.  Some  of  the  old 
sanctuary  that  we  use  for  Sun- 
day school  and  business 
meetings  was  a  part  of  the 
original  building. 

You  might  wonder  why  the 
church  was  built  on  a  creek. 
Water  was  the  main  source  of 
transportation  in  that  day.  The 
first  road  in  Wayne  County  was 
not  built  until  1784,  about  a  mile 
west  of  the  church.  About  a 
mile  to  the  east  of  the  church 
was  the  Occanceechi  Indian 
Trail,  where  most  of  our 
forefathers  walked. 

I  plan  to  work  on  the  history 
of  Stoney  Creek  Church.  I 
would  like  to  find  out  more 
about  the  elders  of  the  church 
and  about  some  of  the  early 
members.  More  discoveries 
are  certain  to  come. 


Dr.  Charles  R.  Holloman  ha! 
promised  me  that  he  is  going  | 
write  a  complete  history  of  ftj»\ 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomina 
tion.  If  you  know  him,  pleas 
encourage  him  to  do  so 
because  I  know  he  has  done  ex 
tensive  research  in  this  area. 

If  you  have  a  picture  of  tin 
old  sanctuary  of  our  church  o 
know  anyone  who  does,  pleas< 
let  me  know.  If  you  have  any  in 
formation  about  earl; 
members  or  about  the  elders 
please  send  me  a  note. 

Genealogy  and  history  givi 
us  a  sense  of  our  roots,  and  1 
we  can  uncover  where  we  wen 
planted,  we  might  discover  ne\ 
strength. 


MITCHELL  ASSUMES  POST 


The  Rev.  Bass  Mitchell 


The  Exective  Board  of  th« 
North  Carolina  State  Sundaj 
School  Convention  has  securer 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  Bas: 
Mitchell  to  fill  the  newlj 
created  position  of  Fiel<[ 
Secretary. 

Bass  is  a  graduate  of  Moun 
Olive  and  Atlantic  Christian 
Colleges.  He  has  also  don< 
undergraduate  work  at  Floridi 
State.  His  postgraduate  worl 
has  been  at  Duke  Divinitj 
School  and  Southeasteri 
Theological  Seminary.  All  o 
his  postgraduate  studies  hav< 
been  in  the  field  of  Christiai 
Education. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PHILIPPINES  HAPPENINGS 


by  Charles  I.  Barnard 


The  past  few  weeks  have  been  a  veritable 
beehive"  of  activity  for  the  missionaries  and 
ational  workers  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
hilippines.  One  and  all  have  been  involved  in  a 
jriod  of  transition. 


The  Barnard  family  returned  to  Palawan  on 
!ay  25.  A  special  "Welcome  Home  Party" 
waited  them.  The  following  Tuesday,  May  29, 
ie  van  der  Plas  family  boarded  the  plane  for 
[anila.  Six  days  later,  on  June  4,  the  Baker 
imily  followed.  And,  on  June  13,  Phil  Shepard 
[•rived  in  Manila.  Subsequently,  he  arrived  on 
alawan,  June  15. 

As  anyone  who  has  ever  had  to  move  before 
ill  attest,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  preparation 
nd  packing  to  be  done  before  these  moves  could 
ike  place.  Moving  is  hard  work!  Gratefully,  we 
re  all  more  or  less  settled  into  our  new  or 
uniliar  surroundings.  We  look  eagerly  to  the 
isks  set  before  us. 

!  The  Bakers  and  the  van  der  Plases  will  keep 
bu  informed  on  the  happenings  in  and  around 
[anila  where  they  will  be  receiving  language 
•aining.  We,  the  Barnards,  will  attempt  to  keep 
bu  informed  of  the  events  taking  place  on  the 
hand  of  Palawan. 

!  Our  arrival  on  Palawan  has  been  one  of 
easeless  activity.  At  first,  until  the  Bakers  and 
ie  van  der  Plases  moved,  we  stayed  with  some 
lissionary  friends  at  their  mission  guest  house, 
iter  that,  we  began  the  process  of  cleaning, 
epairing,  and  rearranging— the  usual  duties  of  a 
amily  in  transition. 

In  the  meantime,  we  have  had  opportunity  to 
einvest  ourselves  into  the  work  of  the  ministry 
ere.  Jackie  has  now  completed  her  first  two 
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Christian  Ethics  classes  at  Palawan  Bible  In- 
stitute. She  has  also  spoken  in  Palawan  Bible  In- 
stitute Chapel  and  been  the  inducting  officer  for 
the  Dorcas  Society.  I  have  completed  premarital 
counseling  and  performed  the  wedding  for  one 
young  couple.  I  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Dorcas 
Society  Induction  Service.  I  am  now  in  the  midst 
of  planning  and  organizing  this  year's 
evangelistic  and  church  expansion  efforts. 

We  want  to  thank  each  of  you  for  your 
prayers,  correspondence,  and  financial  support. 
We  will  need  your  increased  support  in  these 
areas  in  the  coming  months.  There  remains 
much  to  be  done  and,  with  God's  help,  many  vic- 
tories to  be  won.  We  must  jointly  establish  a 
united  front  to  repel  the  attacks  of  Satan  upon 
our  efforts  here. 

"Now  know  I  that  the  LORD  saveth  his 
anointed;  he  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven 
with  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand" 
(Psalm  20:6). 

Following  is  a  brief  letter  from  Phil  Shepard, 
summer  missionary  to  the  Philippines. 

GROWING  IN  CHRIST 

Since  arriving  in  the  Philippines  my  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ  has  become  more  precious  to  me.  This 
does  not  make  me  want  to  keep  Him  to  myself.  But  I 
want  to  share  Him  with  others  around  me,  in  North 
Carolina  or  Palawan,  wherever  I  am. 

Life  is  hard  for  most  people  here  on  Palawan.  Just 
getting  the  right  foods  to  eat  a  balanced  diet  is  impossi- 
ble for  many,  because  they  are  poor.  Malaria  and  other 
diseases  also  oppress  the  people.  Farming  is  difficult 
because  the  soil  is  so  rocky. 

The  spiritual  poverty  of  this  island  overshadows  the 
physical  poverty.  Many  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  but  do  not  have  a  real  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  Others  are  living  in  fear  of  evil  spirits  and 
superstition,  or  are  being  led  astray  by  the  many  cults 
here. 

After  seeing  the  situation,  I  asked  myself,  "What 
should  I  do?"  My  first  response  has  been  to  pray  for  the 
lost,  for  workers  to  evangelize  and  disciple,  and  for 
chances  to  share  my  faith.  After  praying,  I  began  to  do 
something  while  I  prayed.  I  began  to  build  friendships 
with  the  people  around  me,  Christian  or  not.  With  the 
Christians  I  share  about  growing  as  a  disciple  of  Christ; 
and  with  non-Christians,  I  share  the  gospel.  God,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  is  producing  fruit  through  my  efforts.  The 
young  Christians  here  need  examples.  Examples  of 
others  wanting  to  grow  and  knowing  that  they  need  to 
grow.  Not  those  who  don't  think  that  they  need  to  grow. 
Since  I  am  growing  like  Christ,  I  can  be  an  example.  Any 
growing  Christian  can. 

I  will  not  stop  asking,  "What  can  I  do?"  when  I 
return  to  North  Carolina.  I  can  continue  to  pray.  I  can 
teach  others  about  God's  heart  for  the  lost  and  share  my 
vision  of  what  God  is  doing  in  the  world  and  how  I  am  a 
part  of  it.  I  can  encourage  others  to  let  God  have  control 
of  their  future  and  their  present. 

Phil 
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The  West  Carteret  Fellowship  Mission  was 
begun  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Rowe,  who  reported  to 
the  Eastern  Conference  Missions  Board  his 
burden  and  heartfelt  need  for  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
witness  in  the  Cape  Carteret  community. 

Mr.  Rowe  located  a  vacant  building  on 
Highway  58,  about  six  miles  east  of  Highway  24, 
where  he  began  to  hold  morning  services  each 
Lord's  Day. 

The  Conference  Missions  Board  met  with 
him  in  this  building  and  approved  it  as  a  mission 
point  within  the  Eastern  Conference.  It  has  not, 
as  of  this  date,  been  organized  as  a  mission,  but 
the  Conference  Missions  Board  has  agreed  to 
help  with  the  monthly  rent  of  $200  as  funds  are 
available. 

The  prayer  and  goal  of  the  Board  are  that  the 
mission  will  progress  in  spiritual  strength  and 
number,  that  its  organization  as  a  mission  will  be 
soon  forthcoming. 

We  wish  to  encourage  the  churches  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  to  continue  their  prayer  and 
gift  support  for  the  West  Carteret  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Fellowship. 

Here  is  Mr.  Rowe's  own  report  of  this  work: 

A  Mission  Is  Born  of  God 

God  directed  the  establishing  of  a  mission  work  at 
Cape  Carteret,  North  Carolina,  by  awaking  the  pastor- 
missionary,  Jerry  Rowe,  at  4  a.m.  on  June  22,  1983.  The 
Lord  placed  upon  His  servant  the  plans  and  the  faith  to 
pursue  the  establishment  of  the  work.  God  made  a  place 
available  to  the  planned  work  that  had  been  sought  by 
another  church  for  a  mission  point.  (The  owner  had 
refused  to  rent  the  "old  store"  to  them.)  On  August  3, 
1983,  the  first  service  was  held.  It  was  Wednesday  night 
and  typically  a  very  stormy  one,  but  there  were  more 
than  a  dozen  in  attendance,  including  our  North  Carolina 
State  Missions  Director  and  the  secretary  of  our  Eastern 
Conference  Missions  Board.  As  a  point  of  interest,  the 
only  persons  present  for  that  first  service  who  are  now 


members  of  the  work  are  the  pastor,  Jerry  Rowe,  and  his 
wife,  Jean. 

The  call  of  God  to  establish  this  new  work  has  been 
the  most  rewarding,  yet  the  most  trying,  experience  of 
my  26  years  in  the  ministry.  With  financial  assistance 
from  a  few  friends,  and  that  from  myself,  God  has  pro- 
vided for  every  need  as  it  has  arisen.  The  building  was 
made  available  without  rent  for  the  month  of  August, 
and  only  half  rent  was  charged  for  September  and  Oc- 
tober. By  November,  when  full  rent  was  charged,  God 
had  placed  the  work  on  the  hearts  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  that  the  funds  were  available— and  they  have 
been  ever  since. 

The  building  itself  is  about  30'  x  50',  with  two 
bathrooms.  Petitions  have  been  placed  so  that  there  are 
three  Sunday  school  rooms  and  a  sanctuary  which  will 
seat  about  100  worshipers.  The  first  material  blessing 
after  the  building,  was  a  loan  of  40  folding  chairs  that 
were  later  donated  by  Holly  Springs  Church.  We  covered 
the  windows  with  bamboo  shades,  painted  the  paneling, 
and  built  a  platform.  Then  we  carpeted  the  building, 
bought  a  piano,  pews  and  pulpit  furniture.  All  of  this,  and 
the  velvet  drape  behind  the  pulpit  and  chairs,  have  made 
the  "old  store"  a  beautiful  place  of  worship.  Praise  the 
Lord! 

The  North  Carolina  Home  Missions  Department  and 
the  Eastern  Conference  Missions  Board  have  helped 
with  songbooks,  a  communion  set,  and  money  to  help 
pay  the  rent.  The  only  other  expense  borne  by  the 
Fellowship  is  electricity  and  heating  fuel,  since  the  only 
salary  I  receive  comes  from  my  work  in  the  life  and  ! 
casualty  insurance  business. 

God  brought  the  work  to  Cape  Carteret  because  of 
the  prayers  of  Sister  Mattie  Barden,  our  oldest  member,  j 
whose  daughter  and  grandsons  make  up  the  first  full-  j 
time  supporters  of  the  work.  There  are  still  plenty  of 
seats  for  the  Free  Will  Baptists  who  are  vacationing  in  ' 
the  area  of  Swansboro,  Emerald  Isle,  and  Cape  Carteret.  j 
The  Fellowship  is  located  next  door  to  the  new  j 
"Blackbeard's  Galley"  on  Highway  58, 1  Vz  miles  north  of  j 
the  Cape  Carteret  stoplight. 

The  present  membership  stands  at  14,  with  two  per- 
sons awaiting  baptism.  The  Sunday  attendance  is  | 
averaging  about  10  and  the  morning  worship  service  has 
reached  as  high  as  20,  with  an  average  of  about  15.  ■ 
Evening  worship  and  Wednesday  prayer  meetings 
average  between  eight  and  ten.  The  largest  attendance  j 
for  morning  worship  was  Easter,  when  we  had  24.  Our 
revival,  following  Easter,  with  the  Rev.  Howard  Starling 
as  evangelist,  averaged  32  in  attendance. 

Your  prayer  support  for  Cape  Carteret  Fellowship  is 
needed  and  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Conference  Missions  Board  requests  tli 
churches  in  the  Eastern  Conference  to  continu 
their  prayer  and  gift  support  for  their  other  mil 
sions:  the  Rev.  Jack  Webb,  and  his  efforts  1 
revive  the  church  in  Vanceboro;  and  the  Re1 
David  Charles  Hansley,  and  his  work  with  til 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  of  Wilmington. 

Send  your  gifts  to  the  Rev.  Walter  J.  Suttoi 
Route  3,  Box  205,  Vanceboro,  North  Carolir 
28586;  telephone,  244-0207. 

Walter  J.  Suttt 
Missions  Board  Chairmt 
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SOLDIERS  OF  THE  CROSS 


The  Lord  called  us  into  His 
linistry  in  1980,  but  like  so 
lany  others  we  questioned 
'hether  this  was  for  us.  So  we 
bntinued  with  our  own  lives 
nth  a  real  sense  of  drudgery. 
>uring  these  years  we  were 
lessed  with  two  beautiful 
hildren,  Jami  and  David, 
'hese  years  were  hard  and  try- 
lg  times,  with  the  birth  of 
)avid  being  two  months  early, 
nd  our  having  to  face  many 
onflicts  and  problems  daily. 
)nce  we  "surrendered  all"  we 
ould  see  our  true  purpose: 
erving  the  Lord. 

On  January  1,  1984,  Karen 
nd  I  made  a  personal  commit- 
nent  to  enter  the  ministry  of 
ur  Lord.  This  decision  would 
ause  us  to  leave  the  money, 
•restige,  the  seven-days-a- 
yeek  twelve-hours-a-day  job, 
md  the  life  of  no  purpose. 

A  position  at  the  Children's 
lome  became  available  in 
February.  We  gave  our  notices 
»f  resignation  at  our  jobs  and 
ame  to  work  for  the  Home. 

Our  job  at  the  Children's 
lome  has  been  one  of  "total 


commitment."  The  work  never 
seems  to  be  caught  up— cooking 
in  excess  of  1,000  meals 
monthly  for  the  children, 
washing  loads  of  clothes  daily, 
making  repairs  and  taking  care 
of  maintenance  daily,  working 
the  garden,  putting  away  the 
fruit  of  our  labors— whatever 
the  need  may  be,  we  bear  our 
cross.  Our  day  starts  at  5:30 
a.m.  and  ends  at  11  to  12  p.m. 

However,  it's  not  all  work. 
We  truly  value  the  time  we 
have  to  play  with  the  kids,  take 
them  shopping  and  counsel 
them.  The  most  rewarding 
time,  however,  is  when  one  of 
our  kids  meets  the  Lord  per- 
sonally and  looks  to  our 
guidance  and  help  in  being  a 
Christian.  Preparing  a  child,  or 
should  I  say  planting  the  seeds, 
is  another  undertaking 
altogether,  for  most  of  these 
kids  upon  admission  have 
never  even  experienced  going 
to  church,  besides  getting  close 
to  Jesus.  Little  do  these 
children  know  that  this  ex- 
perience at  the  Home  will  not 
only  influence  them,  but  their 
families,  acquaintances  and 
their  world  around  them. 

The  Scriptures  teach  us  that 
whoever  wants  to  save  his  life 
will  lose  it,  but  whoever  loses 
his  life  for  Christ  will  find  it.  We 
take  this  ministry  very  serious- 
ly, for  this  is  our  calling  and  we 
try  to  be  witnesses  daily  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Sacrific- 
ing our  personal  lives  and  per- 
sonal selves  to  work  with  these 
children,  to  lead,  guide,  and 
direct  them  in  the  way  is  our 
total  endeavor. 

Our  lives  have  become  richer 
and  more  rewarding.  For  sure- 
ly, we  have  found  "true"  pur- 
pose and  meaning  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. 

"And  he  that  taketh  not  his 
cross  and  followeth  after  me,  is 


not  worthy  of  me"  (Matthew 
10:38). 

Bobby  and  Karen  Pittman 

COMING  EVENTS 

August — Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  State  Convention  Pro- 
motional Month 

August  1 — Church  Finance 
Board  of  Directors  Meet, 
10:30  a.m. 

August  3 — Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation  Board  of 
Directors  Meet 

August  k — Cape  Fear  Youth 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

August  6-10 — Youth  Camp, 
Camp  Vandemere 

August  6-11 — Woman's  Auxili- 
ary Conference  at  Cragmont 

August  6,  7— Ministers'  Insti- 
tute at  Mount  Olive  College 

August  7 — The  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Retirement  Homes  will  meet 
at  7  p.m.,  in  Memorial  Chapel 
Church,  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina  (located  on  Chil- 
dren's Home  campus) 

August  13-11 — Youth  Camp, 
Camp  Vandemere 

August  13-18 — Woman's  Auxili- 
ary II  at  Cragmont 

August  14 — Foreign  Missions 
Board  Meets,  10  a.m.,  head- 
quarters 

August  16 — Children's  Home 
Board  Meets,  7  p.m.,  at  the 
home 

August  17 — Home  Missions 
Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

August  18-25 — Children's  Home 
Residents  Summer  Vacation 


REVIVAL  TIME 

August  6-10 

Mount    Tabor    Church,  near 
Creswell 
Time:  8  p.m. 

The    Rev.    J.    C.  Yates, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Frank  Thigpen, 

pastor 
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CAMP  EAGLES  NEST  FOR  THE 
HEARING  IMPAIRED 

Sponsored  by  the  Home  Missions  Department 

One  of  the  treats  of  summer  in  some  deaf 
children's  lives  is  the  week  they  gather  together 
to  learn  of  the  love  of  Jesus,  go  swimming  and 
enjoy  crafts.  They  enjoy  all  of  this  and  more  at 
Camp  Eagles  Nest  for  the  Hearing  Impaired. 

One  week  each  summer  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  and  various  Christian  people  give  of 
their  time,  money  and  talents  to  share  God's 
Word  with  those  less  fortunate  than  they. 
Through  their  generosity,  nine  campers  ac- 
cepted Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour 
and  were  baptized.  This  year's  encampment  was 
held  during  the  week  of  July  1-6.  All  36  campers 
attended  two  Bible  classes  and  a  church  service 
each  day. 

On  Thursday  night,  commencement  exer- 
cises and  a  baptismal  service  were  held.  It  in- 
cluded skits  and  signed  songs  involving  the 
campers.  Many  concerned  Christians  expressed 
their  support  through  attendance. 

Then  with  Friday  came  sad  faces  and  tearful 
eyes  as  campers  said  their  good-byes.  Most  of 
the  campers  will  not  see  their  deaf  friends  again 
until  school  starts  in  late  August.  They  will  go 
home  to  a  world  of  silence  and  hopefully 
remember  that  someone  cared  enough  to  make 
Jesus  visible  to  them. 

Greta  Albertson 


Nine  teenagers  accepted  Christ  as  their  personal  Saviou 
and  were  baptized  at  Camp  Eagles  Nest  for  the  Hearing  Irr. 
paired,  July  1-6.  From  left  to  right  they  are:  Billy  Bryan,  Am 
my  Ensley,  Terry  Dunaway,  Lisa  Ensley,  and  the  Rev.  Dal 
Albertson.  Second  row:  Christy  Godwin,  David  Tomez,  Kh 
Mason,  Cindy  Williams  and  Fred  Gray. 

The  camp  is  supported  by  the  Home  Misr 
sions  Department  and  was  staffed  by  the  follow; 
ing  people:  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Albertson' 
directors;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronnie  Taylor;  Mr.  anc1 
Mrs.  Ricky  Matsen;  Janice  Strickland;  Mrs' 
Mamie  Kennedy;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Taylor;  Mrs 
Jasmine  Jones;  Tim  Rickman;  Jackie  Ward)' 
Judy  Morris;  Rocky  Kennedy;  Karen  Bowen: 
and  food  co-ordinators,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dear 
Kennedy.  Also,  a  very  special  thanks  to  the1 
following  churches  who  donated  the  food  anc 
supplies  for  our  camp  this  year:  Casey's  Chapel; 
Stoney  Creek;  Daly's  Chapel;  La  Grange;  Firsl 
Church,  Goldsboro;  May's  Chapel;  Pleasant 
Grove,  Erwin;  Harrell's  Chapel;  Christiar 
Chapel;  Cabin;  Sandy  Plain;  Beulaville; 
Powhatan;  Shady  Grove;  Kenly;  Robert's 
Grove;  and  Piney  Grove,  Pitt  County. 

"Because  they've  lost  their  hearing 
must  they  lose  their  souls?" 
No! 
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JUDY  BLANTON  IS  NEW 
RESIDENCE 
HALL  DD3ECTOR 


Judy  L.  Blanton 


Judy  L.  Blanton  of  Calypso 
vill  begin  duties  as  Women's 
Residence  Hall  Director  begui- 
ling August  1. 

Mrs.  Blanton  is  very  pleased 
o  become  part  of  the  college 
iamily. 

'  "My  mother  was  a  member 
of  the  first  class  to  enter  Mount 
blive  College,  so  I  really  ap- 
preciate the  service  rendered 
10  the  students,  the  community 
and  the  church  by  this  institu- 
tion. I  know  from  both  my  ex- 
perience and  my  mother's  ex- 
perience that  a  Christian 
education  instills  a  sense  of 
self -worth  that  allows  for  future 
growth,"  says  Mrs.  Blanton. 
Her  mother,  Dela  Diana  Lewis, 
was  a  business  student  in 
^954-55. 

I  As  director,  Mrs.  Blanton  will 
be  responsible  for  the  orderly 
operation  of  the  dormitory  in 
accordance  with  the  college's 
policy  and  regulations.  She  will 
(assist  students  in  making  their 
hving  conditions  conducive  to 
educational  advancement  and 
personal  growth.  She  will  also 
become  the  Dorm  Council  ad- 
visor. 

Mrs.  Blanton  has  served  as  a 
DWI   coordinator   with  the 
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Wayne  County  court  system, 
Woman's  Residence  Hall 
Director  at  Campbell  Universi- 
ty, Buies  Creek,  North 
Carolina,  and  as  a  behavior 
modification  counselor  at 
Cherry  Hospital,  Goldsboro.  In 
Gainesville,  Florida,  she 
worked  as  a  group  home 
counselor  and  child  abuse  in- 
vestigator. 

A  psychology  major,  Mrs. 
Blanton  received  an  A.S. 
degree  from  Santa  Fe  College, 
Gainesville,  and  a  B.S.  degree 
from  Campbell  where  she  is 
currently  pursuing  a  master's 
degree. 

She  recently  returned  to 
Calypso  after  living  in  Florida 
for  11  years.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Calpyso  Baptist  Church. 

DR.  W.  BURKETTE  RAPER'S 

CHARGE  TO  THE  MOC 
GRADUATING  CLASS  OF  1984 

by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 


Graduates 

"The  purpose  of  education  is 
not  to  teach  you  to  adjust  in  life, 
but  to  teach  you  to  have  the 
courage  to  take  the  road  less 
traveled, "  said  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper  in  his  charge  to  the  1984 
Mount  Olive  College  graduates. 


To  illustrate  his  central  con- 
cern, Dr.  Raper  continued. 
"You  may  find  yourself  in  some 
situations  where  you  stop  and 
think  how  nobody  ever  told  you 
what  to  do  at  this  particular 
fork  in  the  road.  Nobody  ever 
told  you  what  to  do  in  that  kind 
of  situation.  So  what  then?" 

The  graduates  sat  together, 
cap  to  cap,  gown  to  gown, 
diploma  to  diploma,  and  each 
mind  was  waiting  for  an 
answer.  "What  then?"  asked 
Dr.  Raper.  He  leaned  towards 
the  graduates  and  said  careful- 
ly, "You  must  be  prepared  to 
make  good  decisions  when  you 
come  to  the  fork  in  the  road. 
You  must  make  decisions  you 
can  live  with."  He  cited  Robert 
Frost's  poem,  "The  Road  Not 
Taken."  In  this  poem  a  person 
came  to  a  spot  where  two  roads 
"diverged  in  a  wood,"  and  the 
person  took  the  road  "less 
traveled  by." 

"Remember  some  of  the  peo- 
ple who  have  stood  at  the 
greatest  crossroads  of  your  life. 
Remember  them,"  said  Dr. 
Raper.  "Remember  them  with 
gratitude.  One  of  the  real 
measures  of  you  is  whether  you 
go  through  life  with  gratitude 
or  not.  Great  people  are  always 
characterized  by  a  sense  of 
gratitude.  They  recognize  what 
others  have  done  for  them." 

With  a  keen  look  of  con- 
gratulations, Dr.  Raper 
challenged  the  graduates, 
"Read,  think,  have  a  sense  of 
values,  make  decisions, 
develop  a  sense  of  gratitude, 
and  continue  your  education." 

Curiously  enough,  the  Latin 
etymology  for  the  word  educa- 
tion is  the  Latin  educere  which 
translates  to  mean  "to  lead 
forth."  Consequently  an  educa- 
tion is  not  a  process  of  ending 
learning  but  instead  is  a  pro- 
cess of  constantly  leading  forth. 
Or  as  Dr.  Raper  concluded, 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Cragmont  Superball 

August  24,  1984 

Happy  Valley  Country  Club,  Wilson,  North  Carolina 

You  may  register  as  an  individual  or  with  one,  two,  or  three  other  persons.  If  you  sign  up  as  a  group 
of  4,  your  foursome  is  guaranteed  for  the  tournament.  If  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  we  will  complete 
your  foursome  for  you.  Also,  if  you  sign  up  with  less  than  4,  you  may  have  to  be  split  up  to  make  a  team. 
If  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  please  designate  a  team  captain.  The  team  captain  can  elect  a  guaranteed' 
partner. 

Team  eligibility  will  be  determined  by  the  following  scale : 


Player  Status 

A 
B 
C 
D 


Average  Score 

77-  less 

78-  85 
86-92 
93-more 


Handicap 

4  Less 

5-11 
12-17 
18  more 


Point 

4 
3 
2 
1 


A  team  may  have  any  combination  that  does  not  exceed  11 
points.  No  more  than  92  players  can  tee  off  either  time. 

Swimming  pool  will  be  available  in  afternoon  for  morning 
players. 


FORMAT:  4  man  team  superball 
TEE  TIME:  9:00  A.M.  (shotgun  start) 

1:00  P.M.  (shotgun  start) 
TROPHIES:  Top  three  teams 

closest  to  pin  on  all  par  3's 

long  drive 
PRIZES:  Awarded  to  trophy  winners 

Several  drawings 
ENTRY  FEE:  $25  (cart  included) 
PIG  PICKIN,:  $2.00  (family  and  friends 

invited)  6  P.M. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

PLAYER  NAME   

HOME  PHONE  PLAYER  STATUS   

TEAM  CAPTAIN'S  NAME  

GUARANTEED  PARTNER  

PARTNER   

PARTNER   

Preferred  Tee  Time   9:00  a.m. 

 1:00  p.m. 

Tee  time  preference  will  be  given  on  a  first  paid-first  received  basis.  Please  make  your  tax  deduc- 
tible check  to  Cragmont  Assembly.  Send  your  check  and  form  to:  Rick  Watson,  Route  3,  Box  142- AA, 
Kenly,  North  Carolina  27542. 
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'or  August  5 

LAST  DAYS  OF 
A  KINGDOM 

esson  Text:  2  Kings  17:5-9, 
11-15,  17,  18 

ttemory  Verse:  2  Kings  17:18 

Just    what  determines 
estiny?  Some  people  maintain 
iat  life  follows  the  domino 
leory  of  events.  We  all  know 
rhat  happens  if  a  number  of 
ominoes  are  placed  on  end  one 
ehind  the  other,  and  the  first 
omino  is  toppled.  All  of  the 
ther  dominoes  will  be  toppled 
i  turn.  It  cannot  be  otherwise. 
When  applied  to  life,  the 
omino  theory  declares  that 
very  human  action  is  the  in- 
vitable  consequence  of  prior 
jonditions.  Each  action,  it  is 
aid,   is   the   result   of  en- 
vironmental,  physical,  and 
psychological  factors.  In  effect, 
;uch  a  philosophy  holds  that 
whatever  a  person  says  or  does 
te  could  not  have  done  dif- 
erently    under    the  cir- 
umstances.  Under  the  domino 
heory  of  life,  man  is  con- 
sidered to  be  an  automaton.  He 
loes  not  really  "decide"  to 
Jommit  a  dastardly  crime  nor 
lo  the  heroic  act;  his  deed, 
jjood  or  bad,  is  inevitable. 
'  But  the  Bible  indicates  that 
nan  can  make  choices  and  that 
le  is  responsible  for  the  choices 
le  makes.  Furthermore,  those 
choices  have  a  great  part  in 
ietermining  destiny,  not  only 
for  himself  but  for  others.  Man 
ioes  have  a  will,  and  ultimately 
the   exercise   of   that  will, 
sspecially  in  regard  to  his  rela- 
tionship to  God,  determines 
lestiny. 

It  is  also  possible  for  one  to 
change  his  mind.  If  he  has 
iecided  foolishly,  he  need  not 
?o  on  in  that  foolish  way.  This 
means  that  a  bad  decision  need 
lot  be  final.  Israel  made  many 
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bad  choices  that  carried  them 
away  from  God.  Then  God  sent 
His  prophets,  who  appealed  to 
the  people  to  repent  ;  but  their 
message  fell  on  deaf  ears.  The 
destiny  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel 
was  ultimately  determined  by 
that  decision. 

Our  lesson  today  deals  with 
what  happens  to  a  nation  that 
chooses  evil  and  scoffs  at  God's 
way.  It  should  serve  to  warn  us 
of  the  fate  that  awaits  any  peo- 
ple who  persist  in  ungodliness. 

The  decline  of  both  Hebrew 
kingdoms  became  marked  by 
their  increasing  weakness  in 
relation  to  the  neighboring 
states.  During  the  years  of  the 
strength  of  Israel  and  Judah, 
nearby  nations  were  largely 
dominated  by  them.  In  many 
cases  they  had  exacted  tribute 
from  them.  But  as  the  years  of 
war  between  the  two  kingdoms 
sapped  their  strength  and  as 
their  sense  of  national  identity 
and  destiny  began  to  decline, 
their  control  fell  off  and  they 
themselves  became  increasing- 
ly threatened. 

At  this  same  time,  Assyria, 
led  by  King  Tiglath-pileser, 
was  rising  in  power  once  again 
and  extending  its  influence 
westward.  Tiglath-pileser  (also 
known  as  Pul)  invaded  Israel, 
but  King  Menahem  paid  him 
tribute  and  the  Assyrians  left 
the  country  (2  Kings  15:19,  20). 
Internal  troubles  mounted  as 
the  monarchy  of  Israel  became 
more  disjointed  and  frantic. 
Following  Menahem's  death, 
the  next  king,  Pekahiah, 
reigned  two  years  before  he 
was  slain  by  conspirators  led 
by  Pekah  (2  Kings  15:23-25). 
Pekah  ascended  the  throne  and 
entered  into  an  alliance  with 
Syria  to  the  north  to  invade 
Judah.  This  led  Ahaz,  king  of 
Judah,  to  seek  an  alliance  with 
the  powerful  Assyrian 
kingdom.  Ahaz  entered  into 
such   a   treaty   and  vowed 


subservience  to  the  authority  of 
Assyria.  In  return  for  this  com- 
mitment from  Ahaz,  the 
Assyrian  king,  Tiglath-pileser, 
attacked  Syria,  conquered  the 
capital  of  Damascus,  and  killed 
the  Syrian  king,  Rezin.  On  this 
same  military  campaign  he 
conquered  large  areas  of 
northern  Israel  and  carried 
away  many  of  the  people  into 
captivity  (2  Kings  15:29; 
16:5-9).  Hoshea  then  conspired 
against  Pekah,  slew  him,  and 
became  king  in  his  place 
(2  Kings  15:30). 

It  was  against  this  back- 
ground of  Assyrian  power  and 
the  erosion  of  the  power  and 
autonomy  of  both  the  Hebrew 
kingdoms  that  Hoshea* s  reign 
was  played  out.  A  few  years  in- 
to Hoshea's  reign,  Shal- 
maneser,  successor  of  Tiglath- 
pileser,  invaded  Israel,  and 
Hoshea  paid  him  tribute. 
However,  Hoshea  soon  was 
charged  with  treasonable  ac- 
tivities by  the  Assyrians  for  at- 
tempting to  enlist  the  help  of 
Egypt  to  overthrow  the 
Assyrian  rule  and  for  failure  to 
pay  further  tribute.  This  led  to 
another  invasion  by  the 
Assyrians  (2  Kings  17:1-4). 


Our  Heavenly  Father,  we  are 
puzzled  by  the  fact  that  the 
Hebrews  could  be  so  con- 
tinuously lacking  in  spiritual 
awareness.  How  could  they 
turn  from  the  God  of  their 
fathers  to  idols  and  altars  that 
flourished  round  about  them? 

Lead  us,  we  pray,  to  be  true 
and  faithful  to  our  Christian 
commitments.  Forgive  us  when 
we  fail,  keep  us  from  despair, 
open  our  eyes  to  see  the  way 
that  is  right,  and  steel  our  wills 
to  shun  ways  that  are  wrong. 
Through  Christ  who  ever  gives 
us  grace,  we  pray.  Amen.— 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary 
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SUNDAY,  _ 
AUGUST  5 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  22-26 

HE  REPAYS  MANY  TIMES 
The  old  German  shoemaker  had  just  sent  his 
boy  with  a  basket  of  garden  stuff  to  a  poor 
widow.  He  worked  hard  at  his  trade  and 
cultivated  his  little  garden  patch,  yet  nothing 
was  more  common  in  his  life  than  some  such 
deed  as  this.  "How  can  you  afford  to  give  so 
much  away?"  I  asked  him.  "I  give  nothing 
away,"  he  said.  "I  lend  it  to  the  Lord,  and  He 
repays  me  many  times.  I  am  ashamed  that  peo- 
ple think  I  am  generous  when  I  am  paid  so  much. 
A  long  time  ago,  when  I  was  very  poor,  I  saw 
someone  in  want,  and  I  wondered  if  I  could  give, 
but  I  could  not  see  how.  I  did  give,  and  the  Lord 
helped  me.  I  have  had  some  work,  my  garden 
grows  well,  and  never  since  have  I 
stopped  to  think  twice  when  I  have  heard  of  some 
needy  one.  No,  if  I  gave  away  all,  the  Lord  would 
not  let  me  starve." 


It  is  like  money  in  the  bank,  only  this  time 
the  bank  never  breaks,  and  the  interest  comes 
back  every  day. 

MONDAY, 
AUGUST  6 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  27-31 

A  LITTLE  GIRL'S  PENNIES 
Hattie  Wiatt,  a  little  girl,  came  to  a  small 
Sunday  school  and  asked  to  be  taken  in,  but  it 
was  explained  there  was  no  room  for  her.  In  less 
than  two  years  she  fell  ill,  and  slipped  away  on 
her  own  little  last  pilgrimage,  and  no  one 
guessed  her  strange  little  secret  until  beneath 
her  pillow  was  found  a  torn  pocketbook  with 
fifty-seven  pennies  in  it,  wrapped  in  a  scrap  of 
paper  on  which  was  written,  "To  help  build  the 
little  temple  bigger,  so  that  more  children  can  go 
to  Sunday  school."  For  two  years  she  had  saved 
her  pennies  for  the  cause  which  was  nearest  her 
heart.  The  pastor  told  the  incident  to  his  con- 
gregation, and  the  people  began  making  dona- 
tions for  the  enlargement.  The  papers  told  it  far 
and  wide,  and  within  five  years  those  fifty-seven 
pennies  had  grown  to  be  $250,000,  and  today  in 
Philadelphia,  can  be  seen  a  great  church,  the 
Baptist  Temple,  seating  3,300,  a  Temple  College 
with  accommodations  for  more  than  1,400 
students,  a  Temple  Hospital,  and  a  Temple  Sun- 
day school  so  large  that  all  who  wish  may  come 
and  be  comfortable. 


She  was  only  a  little  girl,  but  who  ca\ 
estimate  the  result  of  her  unselfishness,  and  he 
fifty-seven  pennies  ? 

TUESDAY,  „ 
AUGUST  7 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  32-37 

MONDAY  NEEDED 
A  rummage  sale  and  an  oyster  stew— 
(The  pastor's  salary  is  overdue! ) 
A  hard  time's  party  next  on  the  card— 
(Have  to  fix  up  the  old  church  yard! ) 
A  display  of  dolls,  both  cute  and  quaint— 
(The  parsonage  needs  a  coat  of  paint! ) 
A  bridge  party,  next  thing  on  the  docket— 
(Again,  the  pastor  has  an  empty  pocket! ) 
A  basket  social  with  bidder  and  buyer— 
(New  hymnals  needed  for  the  choir! ) 
A  style  parade  with  the  public  invited— 
(The  church's  missionary  must  not  be  slighted!  j 
Some  Mickey  Mouse  films  for  a  while— 
(New  carpets  needed  for  each  aisle! ) 
An  opera  singer  last  on  the  slate— 
(The  church's  pipe  organ  is  out  of  date! ) 
Christ  described  His  House  as  a  House  of  prayer 
And  drove  them  out  that  made  merchandise 
there ! 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  Apostle  Paul 

Would  never  approve  of  such  methods  at  all! 


The  need  for  all  this  would  fade  away 

IF  the  people  of  God  would  tithe  and  pray! 

WEDNESDAY,  « 
AUGUST  ** 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  38-42 

ONLY  A  BOY'S  MARBLES 
You  can't  guess  how  much  good  the  Lore 
may  do  with  even  your  dime  or  nickel  in  these 
days,  especially  if  that  dime  or  nickel  you  give 
Him  to  use  for  others  is  something  you  realty 
take  from  yourself.  One  time  a  poor  little  boy 
saw  all  the  big  people  putting  money  into  the  of- 
fering plate.  He  didn't  have  anything  to  give  bul 
five  marbles  in  his  pocket.  He  put  them  into  the 
plate!  People  around  must  have  smiled  as  they 
saw  the  strange  offering  drop  in.  After  the 
meeting,  one  of  the  deacons  asked  the  child  if  he 
wanted  his  marbles  back.  "Oh,  no,  I  gave  them 
to  the  Lord  Jesus."  As  the  story  was  told  from 
one  to  another,  a  rich  man  said,  "I'll  give  a  hun- 
dred dollars  for  that  boy's  marbles."  That  was 
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5  hother  kind  of  miracle  change,  from  5  cents  to 
LOO. 

i   

:  You  may  never  know  just  how  much  your  lit- 
e  gift  is  worth  in  God's  eyes,  but  be  sure  if  you 
zally  give  with  love  to  help,  the  Lord  will  use  it 
nd  it  will  look  big  in  Heaven. 

THURSDAY,  o 

kUGUST 

I 

ripture  Beading— Isaiah  43-46 

PRAYERS  AND  ALMS-DEEDS 
The  venerable  Father  Sewall  of  Maine  once 
ntered  a  meeting  in  behalf  of  foreign  missions 
ist  after  the  offering  had  been  taken.  The  chair- 
lan  of  the  meeting  requested  him  to  lead  in 
irayer.  The  old  gentleman  stood  hesitatingly,  as 
f  he  had  not  heard  the  request.  The  request  was 
lepeated  and  Mr.  Sewall  was  seen  fumbling  in 
as  pockets.  Presently  he  produced  a  piece  of 
tioney,  which  he  deposited  on  the  plate.  The 
jhairman,  thinking  he  had  misunderstood,  said 
I  didn't  ask  you  to  give,  Father  Sewall,  I  asked 
ou  to  pray."  "Oh,  yes,"  he  replied,  "I  heard 
rou,  but  /  can't  pray  until  I  have  given 
something. " 

A  strict  observance  of  this  rule  would  place 
is  in  a  class  with  the  deacon  who,  being  unable  to 
ittend  the  prayer  meeting  appointed  in  behalf  of 
i  brother  who  was  sick,  sent  his  son  with  a  load 
i)f  potatoes,  meat,  and  flour,  with  the  statement 
|hat  he  was  sending  his  prayers. 


Many  professing  Christians  would  make  bet- 
ter headway  in  praying  if  their  purse  strings 
were  less  tightly  drawn. 

FRIDAY,  lft 
AUGUST  V 

Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  47-51 

CHEAPER  THAN  THE  MATINEE 
I  once  attended  a  convention  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  heard  a  speaker  tell  this  true  story 
in  illustration  of  her  address  on  stewardship.  A 
woman  in  the  congregation  to  which  the  speaker 
belonged  took  her  two  small  children  one  Satur- 
day afternoon  to  a  matinee  to  see  Maude  Adams 
in  Peter  Pan.  The  tickets  were  priced  at  $2.50 
each.  The  children  saw  their  mother  open  her 
purse,  take  out  seven  one  dollar  bills,  pile  them 
on  the  shelf,  put  a  50  cent  piece  on  the  pile  of  bills, 
push  them  all  under  the  window,  take  the  three 
Little  pieces  of  cardboard  and  lead  them  into  the 
theater  to  their  seats.  The  next  day  she  took  her 
little  daughter  to  church  with  her.  When  the  of- 
fering was  taken,  the  child  saw  her  mother  open 
her  purse,  take  out  a  quarter,  and  put  it  on  the 
plate  as  it  passed  them.  As  the  organ  played  the 


soft,  religious  music,  the  little  daughter  looked 
up  into  her  mother's  face,  and  said  in  a  clear 
stage  whisper  which  everyone  around  them 
could  hear,  "Mother!  Church  comes  a  heap 
cheaper  than  matinees,  doesn't  it?" 


O,  that  more  of  God's  children  were  taking, 
with  seriousness,  their  financial  responsibilities 
to  God's  work! 

SATURDAY,  n 
AUGUST 

Scripture  Beading  — Isaiah  52-57 

HER  "LORD'S  TREASURY" 
Years  ago  Dr.  Henry  Jessup,  a  faithful  mis- 
sionary in  Syria,  was  calling  on  Mr.  John  H.  Con- 
verse of  Philadelphia,  seeking  help  for  the 
Syrian  Protestant  College  in  Beirut.  After  giving 
him  a  generous  check,  Mr.  Converse  handed  him 
the  name  and  address  of  a  friend,  asking  Dr. 
Jessup  to  call  on  her,  saying  he  believed  that  she 
would  help  him  financially.  Dr.  Jessup  was  as- 
tounded to  locate  her  residence  on  the  top  floor  of 
a  tenement  house.  Entering  the  door  he  found  an 
elderly  lady  putting  bristles  in  the  wood  backs  of 
scrubbing  brushes.  Eagerly  she  listened  to  his 
story.  Taking  one  of  two  bags  from  a  nail  on  the 
wall,  she  said:  "This  is  the  Lord's  treasury.  I  am 
able  to  lay  by  something  for  Him,  after  I  have 
met  my  needs.  Whatever  is  in  His  bag  today  is 
for  you."  She  counted  out  thirty-seven  cents  into 
his  hands,  as  the  tears  rolled  down  his  face,  say- 
ing she  was  so  glad  to  be  able  to  give  it,  and  that 
she  was  certain  the  Lord  would  bless  its  use. 
They  knelt  in  prayer  together.  Then  Dr.  Jessup 
took  those  thirty-seven  cents  up  and  down  this 
land  and  told  their  story.  They  brought 
thousands  of  dollars  for  his  Syrian  college.  She 
loved  much. 


She  drew  the  line  between  her  wants  and  her 
needs  with  eager  joy. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


THE  STATE  CONVENTION  MISSION 
RALLY  DRAWS  NEAR 

The  State  Convention  Mission  Rally  is  only 
six  weeks  away.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
is  in  charge  of  the  program.  This  is  going  to  be 
one  of  the  most  exciting  rallies  we  have  ever  had. 
Dr.  Paul  Smith,  pastor  of  The  Peoples  Church, 
Toronto,  Canada,  will  be  our  guest  speaker.  He  is 
an  outstanding  preacher  and  an  authority  on 
world  missions.  You  will  surely  want  to  be  there. 
Make  your  plans  early  to  attend,  and  encourage 
many  more  to  attend  also.  God  is  giving  Free 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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MITCHELL  ASSUMES  POST 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

Bass  is  the  pastor  of  Ayden 
Church  and  also  one  of  the 
writers  of  our  Sunday  school 
literature.  He  comes  to  us 
highly  qualified  and  deeply  con- 
cerned about  our  Sunday  school 
programs. 

Bass  will  be  concentrating  on 
helping  our  Sunday  schools  bet- 
ter their  programs  through 
teacher  training  and  certifica- 
tion. He  will  show  ways  of  mak- 
ing a  better  use  of  literature ;  he 
will  also  give  instruction  in 
growth  and  evangelism. 

You  will  be  hearing  more 
from  our  new  Field  Secretary 
in  the  near  future.  We  ask  your 
prayers  for  him  as  he  begins  his 
labors. 

Bryant  Hines  Jr.,  Secretary 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

"Remember  that  your  educa- 
tion is  not  over." 

Perhaps  it  is  never  over. 

(Dr.  Pepper  Worthington  is  a  pro- 
fessor of  English  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege.) 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY 

For  many  years  it  has  been 
the  practice  at  Mount  Olive  to 
give  Bibles  to  students  at  the 
fall  convocation.  These  Bibles 
have  been  made  possible  by  an 
anonymous  donor  who  has  ad- 
vised the  College  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  continue  this 
project. 

The  College  invites  any  in- 
terested individual,  church, 
church  organization  or  family 
to  sponsor  the  gift  of  Bibles  for 
the  1984-85  year.  The  College 
anticipates  an  enrollment  of  ap- 
proximately 250  new  students 
and  the  wholesale  cost  of  the 
Bibles  is  $4  each.  A  gift  of  $1,000 
would  enable  the  College  to 
give  a  Bible  to  each  new  stu- 
dent. 

The  Bibles  may  be  given  in 
honor  or  in  memory  of  a  person 
chosen  by  the  donors  or  the  gift 
may  be  given  anonymously. 


Any  donor  interested  in  this 
project  is  invited  to  contact  the 
Office  of  the  President;  phone 
(919)  658-2502. 


MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE  TO 
HEAR  DR.  MICHAEL  PELT 


Dr.  Michael  Pelt 


"Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  Church  History"  and  "The 
Rise  of  the  Modern  Charis- 
matic Movement"  are  the  two 
topics  to  be  presented  by  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt  at  the  annual 
Ministers'  Institute.  Dr.  Pelt  is 
chairman  of  the  Humanities 
Division  at  Mount  Olive  College 
where  he  has  served  since  1957. 

An  ordained  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister,  Dr.  Pelt  was 
pastor  of  La  Grange  Church,  La 
Grange  (1953-55);  Hull  Road 
Church,  Greene  County 
(1955-57);  and  St.  Paul  Church, 
Sampson  County  (1963-65). 

Dr.  Pelt  received  an  A. A. 
degree  from  Chipola  Junior 
College,  Marianna,  Florida; 
B.A.  from  Troy  State  Universi- 
ty, Troy,  Alabama;  M.  Div. 
degree  from  Duke  Divinity 
School;  and  his  Ph.D.  from 
Duke  University,  Durham, 
North  Carolina.  He  has  done 
further  study  at  Appalachian 
State  University,  Boone,  North 
Carolina,  and  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity, Cambridge,  England. 

Events  planned  for  the 
August  6,  7,  Ministers'  Institute 


include  talks  by  Dr.  Pelt;  £j 
Robert  H.  Culpepper,  professf 
of  theology,  Southeastern  B$ 
tist  Theological  Seminary;  tl 
Rev.  Ray  Wells,  pastor 
Marsh  Swamp  Church;  andtl 
Rev.  Howard  Starling,  pastt 
of  Otway  Church.  There  will  I 
a  cookout  and  a  worship  servi< 
on  August  6. 

Ministers  are  urged  to  rea 
"The  Key  to  Supernatural  Lrj 
ing:  The  Person  and  Work  < 
the  Holy  Spirit"  by  Dr.  Bi 
Bright  (Campus  Crusad 
Press,  1980)  in  preparation  fc 
the  institute. 

The  institute  will  begin  a 
9:30  a.m.,  August  6,  Room  11 
of  the  Henderson  Building  c 
Mount  Olive  College.  Wives  c 
ministers  are  encouraged  to  al 
tend. 

Registration  is  $5  pe  | 
minister.  Make  checks  payablii 
to  the  North  Carolin* 
Ministerial  Association.  Foi 
further  information,  contac 
Frank  R.  Harrison,  Director  o:l 
Church  Relations,  Mount  Olivfj 
College,  Mount  Olive,  Nortt 
Carolina  28365;  telephone  (919) 
658-2502  (office),  or  (919) 
658-9363  (home). 

MISSION  RALLY 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

Will  Baptists  an  opportunity  t< 
expand  our  vision  anc 
knowledge  of  world  needs. 

Remember,  also,  you) 
special  gifts  for  Foreign  an< 
Home  Missions  at  this  rally  an 
necessary  for  the  continue* 
growth  of  these  programs 
Gifts  must  be  earmarked 
Foreign  Missions  uses  a  tai 
envelope  and  Home  Missions,  a 
white  one.  All  gifts  not  ear 
marked  are  divided  equally. 

The  Mission  Rally  this  yeai 
will  be  held  in  College  Hall  al 
Mount  Olive  College  at  7:3( 
p.m. 

Begin  now  to  pray  for  the  ral 
ly.  Prayer  is  essential  if  this 
rally  is  to  be  a  success  anc 
bring  glory  to  God. 

Harold  Jones 
Director- Treasurer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missioru 
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THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


announces 


Its  Annual  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Banquet 


Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  P.M. 


at 


College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 


The  speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of  Religion  at 
]  Mount  Olive  College.  The  meal  will  be  catered  by  the  College.  All  pastors, 
j    superintendents,  assistant  superintendents  and  their  wives  are  cordially  invited 

to  attend.  Please  return  the  form  below  to: 


Name  

Address  

Telephone   

Church  Name  

Conference  

 Number  of  people  attending  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Ban- 
quet at  College  Hall  on  Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  p.m.  Please  return  by 
August  20,  1984. 
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North  Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention 

Bryant  Hines  Jr. 

Route  9,  Box  138 

Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  27530 


;! 

/ 


Keep  your  mind  in  shape  this 
summer.  Read  inspirational, 
entertaining  books  from 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Its  branch  bookstores  are  in  New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston.) 

Bead  'em  While  It's  Hot!  I 
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Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation.  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street.  Ayden.  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
( USPS  2094-4000 ) . 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden. 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year,  $8.84;  two  years.  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents); 
residents  of  other  states.  $8  50.  $15  50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies  I. 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstores  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Mon- 
day—Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.  — 5  p.m.. 
Monday — Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Kuth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs. 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards, 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington. 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


More  Than  an  Encounter 

Perhaps  never  before  has  the  term  evangelism  been  used 
as  often  as  it  is  today.  And  to  be  honest  with  you,  I  am  not  sure 
who  is  more  frightened  by  the  word,  Christians  or  non- 
Christians.  The  typical  Christian  has  images  of  a  witnessing 
encounter  which  parallels  the  terror  one  might  know  as  he 
awaits  being  thrown  into  a  den  of  hungry  lions.  To  some,  the 
fear  seems  to  be,  "  'How  many  people  did  I  offend  this  week?' 
We  feel  that  we  must  be  a  little  obnoxious  in  order  to  be  good 
evangelists.  A  tension  builds  inside:  Should  I  be  sensitive  to 
people  and  forget  about  evangelism,  or  should  I  blast  them 
with  the  gospel  and  forget  about  their  dignity  as  human  be- 
ings? Many  Christians  choose  to  be  aware  of  the  person  but 
then  feel  defensive  and  guilty  for  not  evangelizing"  (Becky 
Manley  Pippert).  Those  outside  of  Christ  fear  being  yelled  at 
by  some  Bible-thumping  believer  who  may  or  may  not  border 
on  being  totally  irrational.  So,  all  too  often,  the  gospel  is  not 
shared. 

I  believe  that  the  true  nature  of  evangelism  is  seldom 
discovered,  for  my  interpretation  and  explanation  of  it  is 
simple— while  complex  in  the  long  run;  it  requires  little  effort, 
but  demands  much.  How  do  I  perceive  evangelism?  Well,  to 
me,  evangelism  is  more  than  just  a  one-on-one  encounter, 
while  such  does  occur.  I  see  evangelism  as  being  a  life-style ;  it 
takes  place  daily  as  I  live  and  work— not  as  a  must,  but  as 
something  I  cannot  help  but  do.  I  communicate  my  faith 
without  even  realizing  it— it  flows  out  from  my  very  being. 
Life  is  evangelistic  if  "you  are  living  life  wanting  Christ  to  be 
manifested  in  everything  that  you  do,  if  you're  trying  to  meet 
people  where  they  live,  at  whatever  points  they're  interested, 
and  trying  to  make  people  feel  loved  and  accepted  and 
secure." 

All  too  often,  we  do  not  communicate  our  faith  freely. 
Many  feel  as  though  the  Christian  life  is  one  without  struggles. 
As  a  result,  they  feel  less  than  "Christian"  because  they  have 
problems.  We  need  to  realize  and  understand  that  people  have 
needs.  I  have  pain  and  struggles;  I  have  difficult  days,  days 
when  smiles  refuse  to  come  and  no  one  is  there  who  : 
understands  my  plight.  And  until  we  each  realize  that  1 
problems  are  a  normal  part  of  everyone's  life,  we  fail  to  meet  ! 
people  at  the  point  of  their  needs.  Too  often  we  are  held  victim 
by  the  misconception  that  the  victorious  Christian  life  is  one  [ 
where  stress  and  pain  are  never  acknowledged.  I  believe, 
though,  that  spiritual  growth  is  relinquishing  control.  It  is 
acknowledging  the  fact  that  I  can't  do  it,  I  need  God,  I  need  His  j 
grace— and  not  being  afraid  to  say  so.  Once  we  realize  this,  it  ! 
is  much  easier  to  love  people  to  Jesus. 

We  have  all  been  challenged:  Whatever  gifts  you  have 
been  given,  whatever  likes  or  talents,  use  them,  give  them, 
spend  yourself  on  God's  world  as  Jesus  spent  Himself  on  you. 
Thus,  comfort  His  people.  With  this  in  mind,  Earl  Palmer  \ 
describes  comfort:  a  person  is  walking  down  a  road  alone  and 
he  is  then  joined  by  another  who  walks  alongside  so  he  does  not 


(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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MARSHAL  DESTEN'S 
WILD  WEST  SHOW,  INC. 
TO  HAVE  GOSPEL  SING 


S' 


submitted  by  Bruce  Jones 


Marshal  Desten's  gunfight 


In  February  of  1977,  a  small 
roup  of  young  adults  came 
ogether  to  form  a  corporation 
y  the  name  of  "Marshal 
)esten's  Wild  West  Show, 
he."  This  group  of  young  peo- 
le  had  become  concerned 
bout  the  kind  of  entertain- 
lent  that  was  being  offered  to 
eople  in  eastern  North 
Carolina.  Most  of  the  movies 
eing  shown  at  the  theatres 
ad  ratings  which  restricted 
hildren  under  certain  ages, 
nd  were  really  unfit  for 
Christian  adults.  The  majority 
f  the  clubs  offering  live 
ands,  whether  rock  or  coun- 
ty, served  alcoholic 
everages  with  age  restric- 


tions. There  just  seemed  to  be 
no  kind  of  entertainment  of- 
fered for  the  whole  family,  so 
these  young  adults  decided  to 
remedy  that  problem. 

They  approached  the  Town 
Board  in  Ayden  about  leasing 
the  old  Courthouse  in  town,  to 
renovate  it  into  an  old  western 
saloon  and  U.S.  Marshal's  Of- 
fice. This  area  would  be  used 
to  recreate  western  gunfights 
like  at  Ghost  Town,  and  the 
Saloon  would  be  used  as  a 
place  for  entertaining  the 
public  with  gospel  music.  This 
music  is  provided  by  some  of 
the  best  gospel  quartets 
or  groups  in  the  business. 
The  Dixie  Melody  Boys,  The 


Watchmen,  The  Gospel 
Chargers,  The  Anchormen, 
The  Gospel  Gentlemen,  The 
Down  East  Boys,  The 
Gabriels,  The  Four  in  Christ, 
The  Sentinels,  The  King's 
Messengers,  Betty  and  the  Son 
Rise  Singers,  Danny  and  the 
Singing  Ambassadors,  Quinton 
Mills  and  Deliverance,  New 
World  Singers,  and  a  host  of 
others. 

In  July  of  1981,  the  "Silver 
Nugget  Gospel  Saloon"  opened 
for  business  after  being 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  and  His 
service  by  the  Rev.  Willis 
Wilson  of  Reedy  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Winter- 
ville,  North  Carolina.  The 
Four  in  Christ  of  New  Bern, 
North  Carolina,  sang.  People 
started  coming,  and  now 
Ayden,  offers  to  the  public,  a 
place  of  entertainment  that  is 
free  of  alcoholic  beverages 
and  foul  language.  It's  a  place 
you're  proud  to  bring  the 
whole  family,  from  the  littlest 
tot  to  Grandma.  Not  only  will 
you  hear  the  very  best  in 
gospel  music,  but  occasionally 
Marshal  Desten  drops  in  to 
captivate  the  audience  with 
his  fast-draw  talent.  This  man 
is  no  doubt  one  of  the  fastest 
gunmen  left  alive,  drawing  at 
.07  of  a  second.  Bobby  Newell 
recognizes  the  fact  that  this 
talent  was  given  to  him  by 
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Silver  Nugget  Gospel  Saloon 


God  to  bless  both  young  and 
old. 

Marshal  Desten's  Wild  West 
Show  has  sponsored  sings  in 
the  past  to  raise  money  for  the 
Children's  Home  at  Middlesex, 
and  for  the  Deaf  Camp  at 
Eagles  Nest  which  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Home  Missions 
Department.  This  year  Mar- 
shal Desten's  Wild  West  Show 
decided  to  sponsor  a  gospel 
sing,  and  the  Marshal  has  con- 
sented to  put  on  a  gunfight  in 
order  to  raise  some  money  for 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  in  Ay  den,  North 
Carolina.  It  will  be  Saturday, 
August  25,  1984,  at  7  p.m.  until 

We  solicit  your  prayers  and 
encourage  you  as  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  plan  now  to  be  at 
this  great  sing.  We,  Marshal 
Desten's  Wild  West  Show,  care 
about  the  Press.  We  care 


enough  to  try  to  do  something 
besides  talk.  How  MUCH  DO 
YOU  CARE ! 

We  continue  to  extend  to  you 
a  cordial  invitation  to  visit 
with  us  at  the  "Silver  Nugget 
Gospel  Saloon"  on  the  follow- 
ing dates  for  the  very  best  in 
Christian  entertainment. 
There  is  no  admission  charge, 
just  a  free  will  offering  for  the 
group  singing,  and  if  you 
choose  not  to  give,  then  it  is 
FREE! 

August  11 

Betty  and  the  Son  Rise  Singers 
August  25 

Singing  in  the  Street  for  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press 
September  8 

Mount  Olive  College  Singers  (Hope- 
fully) 
September  22 

The  Gospel  Gentlemen 
October  6 

The  Sentinels  of  Durham 
October  13 

The  Down  East  Boys 


October  27 

The  King's  Messengers 
November  3 

Quinton  Mills  and  Deliverance 
November  17 

The  Gabriels 

The  following  people  make! 
up  Marshal  Desten's  Wild  I 
West  Show,  Inc. :  The  Rev. 
Bruce  Jones  and  wife,  Judy  | 
Jones,  of  King's  Cross  Roads; 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church; 
Bobby  Newell;  Council  Burn! 
and  wife,  Dorothy  Burney  of  I 
Elm  Grove  Free  Will  Baptisl 
Church;  Lindy  Wilson  of  Ros 
Hill  Free  Will  Baptist  Churcl 
Jerry  McLawhorn  and  wife, 
Connie,  of  Saints  Delight  Frt 
Will  Baptist  Church;  Ray 
McLawhorn  of  Landmark  In 
dependent  Baptist  Church; 
and  Danny  and  Junior 
McLawhorn  of  Calvary  In- 
dependent Baptist  Church.  A 
of  us  urge  you  to  meet  God  1j 
His  House  at  worship  time. 
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PALMER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
HAS  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 


Palmer  Memorial  Church,  Garner,  held  its  1984  vacation  Bible 
;hool,  June  11-15.  Mrs.  Peggy  Scott  served  as  the  director.  This 
jar's  theme  was  "Jesus  Is  My  Answer." 

There  was  an  average  attendance  of  80  during  the  week, 
lasses  started  with  the  nursery  and  went  through  the  adult  class. 
11— from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest— seemed  to  enjoy  themselves. 

On  the  final  night  of  Bible  school,  both  the  children  and  the  Bi- 
le school  workers  were  treated  to  a  hot  dog  supper.  This  was  a 
ice  way  to  put  a  perfect  ending  to  a  great  week  of  Bible  school. 

Commencement  was  held  on  June  17.  It  started  with  the  theme 
png  and  pledges,  closing  by  a  program  which  was  a  musical  enti- 
ed,  "Micah's  Song."  The  Rev.  Dewey  C.  Boling  offered  the  closing 
hallenge  to  the  congregation.  The  parents  then  went  to  see  the 
rafts  that  the  children  made  during  Bible  school. 


[ree  Spirit  Church  to 
lave  Singspiration 

Free  Spirit  Church  of  Route 
,  Wilson,  will  have  a  song  ser- 
ice  on  Sunday,  August  16,  at  7 
i.m.  The  Gospel  Laymen  of 
^ocky  Mount  will  be  in  charge 
f  the  entire  service.  The  Rev. 
Vayne  Whitley  is  pastor  of  the 
hurch.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
ittend. 

tobert's  Grove  Church  Held 
>rdination  Service 
The  Sunday  night  service  on 
uly  8,  1984,  at  Robert's  Grove 
bhurch,  Route  1,  Dunn,  was  a 
'ery   special   service.  Mr. 


Wayne  Jackson  was  ordained 
to  serve  the  church  as  deacon. 
The  congregational  songs  en- 
titled, "Let  Others  See  Jesus  in 
You,"  and  "Make  Me  a  Chan- 
nel of  Blessing,"  were  very  fit- 
ting for  the  service.  Mr.  L.  C. 
Honeycutt  sang,  "The  Longer  I 
Serve  Him,  the  Sweeter  He 
Grows"  for  the  special  music. 
The  Rev.  L.  B.  Woodall  Jr. 
delivered  a  very  inspiring 
message  entitled,  "The 
Qualities  of  a  New  Testament 
Deacon."  His  Scripture  was 
taken  from  1  Timothy  3:8-10. 

Wayne  was  then  called  to  the 
altar  where  all  deacons,  both 


past  and  present,  along  with 
Mr.  Woodall,  placed  their 
hands  on  him,  and  Bobby  Tew 
prayed  the  ordination  prayer. 

Wayne  and  his  wife, 
Catherine,  along  with  two  re- 
cent converts,  Lee  Honeycutt 
and  Glenn  Tew,  stood  before 
the  altar,  while  the  church  body 
extended  to  them  their  love  and 
God's  richest  blessings  as  they 
serve  in  the  church. 

Eastern  District  Study 
Course  Announced 

There  will  be  an  Eastern 
District  Study  Course  held  on 
Saturday,  August  11,  1984,  from 
10  a.m.  until  noon,  at  Verona 
Church,  Highway  17  South,  7 
miles  from  Jacksonville.  The 
topic  will  be  "Stewardship," 
based  on  the  book,  The  Chris- 
tian's Secret  of  a  Happy  Life  for 
Today,  by  Catherine  Jackson. 
The  teacher  will  be  Vickie 
Wade  from  Kinston. 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Noah  D.  Brown  Sr. 
announces  that  he  is  available 
for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  work.  His  address  is 
Saints  Delight  Church  Road, 
Box  150,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina  28560;  phone,  638-5427. 


The  Rev.  Winford  L. 
Brickhouse  announces  that  he 
is  available  for  pastoral  work 
on  first  and  third  Sundays.  His 
address  is  Route  2,  Box  259,  Co- 
lumbia, North  Carolina  27925; 
phone,  796-0249. 


Grady  Simpson,  a  licensed 
minister  of  Trent  Church  in 
Merritt,  is  available  for 
pastoral  and  evangelistic  ser- 
vices. He  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  63,  Bayboro,  North 
Carolina  28515  ;  or  by  phone  at 
(919)  745-3185. 
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WHAT  WE  DO 


Consecration  Service  held  prior  to  the  June  evangelistic  program. 


Our  activities  in  the  field  of 
evangelism  have  three  broad 
objectives.  The  first  is  to  pro- 
claim the  gospel  to  every  per 
son  in  the  area  where  our 
ministers  and  deacons  are 
placed.  They  have  a  target  of 
covering  their  whole  district, 
circuit,  and  every  town  and 
village  in  their  area  at  least 
four  times  in  the  year.  The 
places  where  worship  services 
are  held  on  Sundays  have  been 
fixed,  but  it  is  not  possible  for 
all  persons  to  be  present  at  all 
times.  Therefore  personal 
visits  have  more  far-reaching 
results.  Effort  is  made  for  the 
possibility  so  that  each 
member  has  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  church 
gathering.  Concern  is  also  felt 
that  wider  opportunities  are 
given  to  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  message  of  the 
gospel  to  hear  and  understand 
and  also  to  decide  for  or  against 
its  claims  among  the  common 
masses.  Tracts,  Christian 
literature  and  New  Testaments 
are  provided  to  those  in- 
terested. Need  is  now  being  felt 
for  the  visual  aids  for  the  exten- 
sive use  for  the  benefit  of  the  il- 
literates which  are  many.  We 


bought  Christian  calendars 
containing  a  brief  and  clear 
message  of  salvation  and 
distributed  them  among  those 
desiring  them  in  the  villages. 
The  singing  of  Christian  music 
using  instruments,  which 
thereby  presents  the  message 
of  the  gospel,  is  more  receptive 
to  the  illiterates  in  the  villages. 

Open  air  preaching  and  per- 
sonal evangelism  are  done  in 
all  outreach.  Through  these  ef- 
forts more  than  60,000  people 
are  presented  with  the  gospel 


annually  through  outreach  to  { 
new  villages  and  towns  ever 
year. 

The  next  objective  is  to  lea 
seekers  to  a  clear  step  of  salvs 
tion.  This  is  done  through  pei 
sonal  follow-up  by  re-visitin 
several  times  in  a  year.  Ever 
year  in  the  month  of  June  th 
entire  group  of  preachers  an 
teachers  go  out  in  the  field  for 
special  kind  of  preaching  mij 
sion.  At  that  time  we  fin 
seekers  and  arrange  the  follow 
up  program  at  some  of  th 
places  according  to  their  conve 
nience.  We  wish  to  develop  ou 
own  instruction  material  an 
personal  follow-up  literatim 
from  this  year.  Regular  weekl; 
gospel  meetings  are  conductei 
in  scores  of  places  where  peo 
pie  come  to  hear  the  gospel. 

The  third  and  last  objective  j 
to  form  worship  groupi 
wherever  no  church  or  no  forir 
of  gospel  witness  exists.  W 
have  in  the  past  made  suci; 
worship  groups  in  areas  wherq 
there  is  no  gospel  witness.  It  ill 
reported  to  be  beneficial  to  th# 
many  souls  which  come  t<| 
Christ.  We  have  by  now  29  won, 
ship  groups  big  and  small  in  the 
part  of  our  work. 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Bibles  for  distribution. 
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YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  VISITS  CHILD  CARE  MINISTRY 


j  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  was  happy  to  host  a  meeting  of  the 
Astern  District  Youth  Fellowship  July  21, 198k-  It  was  a  time  of  fellowship,  field  ac- 
uities, games,  a  picnic  and  swimming.  During  their  visit  a  time  was  set  aside  for  a 
lief  sharing  of  information  about  their  child  care  ministry,  and  a  tour  of  the  cam- 
Is  was  provided  by  the  Executive  Director. 

I  We  thoroughly  enjoyed  hosting  the  Western  District  Youth  Fellowship  and  hav- 
fa  the  opportunity  to  meet  the  young  people  and  their  youth  leaders.  We  hope  that 
ipnetime  in  the  future  they  will,  again,  consider  visiting  and  using  their  child  care 
fcilities  for  their  meetings. 

We  thank  them  for  the  fine  job  they  are  doing  in  their  fellowship  and  wish  for 

rem  continued  success  as  they  minister  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

1 


CREDIT  -  WHERE 
CREDIT  IS  DUE 


Being  involved  and  working 
i  the  field  of  child  care  is  a 
ery  demanding,  challenging, 

HE  FREE  WELL  BAPTIST 


and  rewarding  experience.  I 
have  been  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home,  Inc. 
since  January  2,  1984.  I  am  the 
supervisor  of  the  Independent 
Living  Program,  and  also  part 
of  the  Office  Personnel,  work- 
ing as  a  Social  Caseworker. 

Upon  graduating  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Wilmington,  I  was  blessed  with 
the  opportunity  to  assist  young 
adults  in  learning  the  many 
aspects  of  life  and  guiding  them 
toward  independency.  Not  only 
does  this  call  for  guidance,  but 
also  understanding  them  as  a 
person,  respecting  them  and 
their  ideas,  being  able  to  relate 
to   their   fears,    dreams  and 


goals,  praising  them  for  their 
accomplishments  instead  of 
criticizing,  helping  them  gain 
confidence  and  self-esteem, 
and  letting  them  know  I  care 
about  their  well-being  every 
day. 

In  the  Independent  Living 
Program,  young  adults  help 
plan  and  prepare  nutritious 
meals,  do  their  part  in  cleaning 
the  house,  picking  vegetables 
and  canning  them;  they  are 
employed  part-time,  and  are 
responsible  for  progressing 
through  all  four  levels.  They 
are  also  attending  workshops, 
learning  how  to  budget  their 
money,  paying  for  the  gas  used 
for  work  and  extracurricular 
activities,  opening  and  adding 
to  their  savings  accounts  and 
experiencing  the  reality  of 
responsible  day-to-day  living. 

It  is  rewarding  to  see  these 
young  adults  maturing,  show- 
ing responsibility,  and  being 
able  to  handle  it,  and  learning 
to  discipline  themselves.  It  is  a 
ministry  I  thank  the  Lord  for. 

Debby  Hartmann 

NOTICE  OF  OMISSION 

Last  week's  listing  of 
Memorial  Gifts  to  the 
Children's  Home  for  the  April, 
May,  June,  1984,  period  was  in- 
complete. One  other  memorial 
gift  was  given,  as  listed  below: 
In  Memory  of:  Oscar  Webster, 
former  board  member,  by  his 
sister;  Miss  Alice  Webster. 


"IT  KICKS  ME" 

A  missionary  in  India  tells  of  a 
Brahman  priest  who  listened  to 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  He 
was  given  a  Telugu  Testament  on 
condition  that  he  would  read  it. 
He  did  so— then,  meeting  the  mis- 
sionary, he  said  in  Telugu:  "I 
wish  you  to  take  the  Book  back. 
As  I  read  it,  it  kicks  me,  and 
makes  me  feel  very  unhappy." 

—Selected 


STATE  LAYMAN  S  LEAGUE  ESTABLISHES  ENDOWMENT 


Officers  of  the  North  Carolina  Layman's  League  Convention  are  shown  review- 
ing an  endowment  agreement  with  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. The  endowment  was  authorized  at  the  198^  Convention  held  in  Kinston  on  May 
12.  Left  to  right:  Dr.  Raper;  Henry  Paul  Beaman  of  Snow  Hill,  president  of  the  Con- 
vention; Floyd  Newsome  of  Fremont,  secretary;  and  Ray  Clark  of  Snow  Hill, 
treasurer. 

The  North  Carolina  State  Layman's  League  Convention  has 
established  a  ministerial  scholarship  endowment  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  endowment  will  consist  of  gifts  made  by  the  Layman's 
Leagues  of  local  churches  and  conference  Layman's  Leagues  as 
well  as  contributions  by  the  State  organization. 

The  principal  of  the  endowment  will  be  invested  and  the  earn- 
ings will  be  used  to  provide  scholarships  for  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  who  are  preparing  for  the  Christian  ministry  or  other  full- 
time  church-related  vocations.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  first  award 
will  be  for  the  1985-86  academic  year. 

Churches  and  individuals  who  wish  to  honor  or  memorialize 
Free  Will  Baptist  laymen  for  outstanding  work  and  service  are  in- 
vited to  make  contributions  to  the  endowment  for  this  purpose. 

The  College  plans  to  maintain  a  chart  of  gifts  of  $100  or  more 
and  to  issue  a  Layman's  League  Endowment  certificate  to  the 
donor  or  those  honored. 

"This  endowment  expresses  the  sincere  desire  of  our  laymen  to 
assist  our  ministers  in  preparing  for  effective  leadership  and 
meaningful  pastoral  services,"  declared  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  the  College. 


GIFT  SUPPORT  SETS  NEW 
RECORD  OF  $1,121,588 
Preliminary  reports  reveal 
that  voluntary  contributions  to 
Mount  Olive  College  were  up 
twenty-nine  percent  over  last 
year.  For  the  fiscal  year  which 


ended  June  30,  the  College 
reported  gifts  totalling 
$1,121,588  as  compared  with 
$866,871  during  the  1983  fiscal 
year. 

Contributions  from  within  the 
Free    Will    Baptist  Church, 


which  sponsors  the  Colleg 
represented  the  leading  sour< 
of  support.  Church-related  gif 
totalled  $631,961  with  the  r 
maining  $489,627  coming  froi 
individual  friends,  foundation 
business  and  industrial  firn 
and  other  donors. 

The  operating  budget  r 
ceived  $706,362  while  $289,5: 
was  designated  for  College  Ha 
and  $117,631  for  endowment. 

Gifts  from  various  publics  t 
eluded :  Parents  of  present  ar 
former  students,  $71,368;  Alur 
ni,  $46,511;  Current  Trustee 
$46,056;  College  Personnt 
$26,458;  and  Foundation!1 
$71,000. 

i 

Goals  for  1984-85 

President  W.  Burkette  Rape 
expressed  "the  deep  gratitud 
of  the  trustees,  administration 
faculty  and  students  to  all  wh 
contributed  so  generously  t 
the  work  of  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
last  year.  The  vision  an 
challenge  to  make  Mount  Oliv 
a  four-year  college  provide  a 
of  us  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
investment  that  will  make  a  dl) 
ference  for  good  in  the  lives  c 
the  present  and  future  genera 
tions  of  young  men  an< 
women,"  he  added. 

The  operating  budget  of  th 
College  for  the  1984-85  fisca 
year  will  be  approximately 
$4,000,000,  of  which  $1,290,000  i 
anticipated  from  gift  support 
The  College  will  seek  to  rais 
an  additional  $1,000,000  fo 
capital  purposes  ($500,000  fo 
College  Hall  and  $500,000  for  en 
dowment). 

The  total  gift  support  go£ 
will  be  $2,290,000.  "Given  th 
educational  contribution  Mour 
Olive  College  is  making  to  th 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  an 
its  economic  and  cultural  valu 
to  eastern  North  Carolina,  thi 
goal  is  most  reasonable, 
President  Raper  declared. 
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year  begins  a  new  era  with  the  senior  college  program. 

Twenty-three  Free  Will  Baptist  students  graduated  in  May.  Pictured  are  first 
tow:  Jayne  Lee  Jones,  Roper,  A.S.;  James  Cecil  Blackmon,  Mount  Olive,  A. A.; 
Villiam  Gary  Tyner,  Seven  Springs,  A.S.;  Ronald  Allen  Williams,  Goldsboro,  A.S.; 
econd  row:  Roger  Cleveland  Heath,  Dudley,  A.S.;  Pandora  Register,  Spivey's  Cor- 
ner, A.S.;  Norma  Faye  Reardon,  Mount  Olive,  A.S.;  Joni  Yvonne  Wood,  La  Grange, 
j..S.;  third  row:  Debra  Lynn  Lane,  Dunn,  A.S.;  Donna  Machelle  Parrish,  Sims, 
I.S.;  Lisa  Dawn  Godwin,  Black  Creek,  A.S.;  Sherry  Christine  Mitchell,  Bridgeton, 
i.S.;  Ronald  Stephen  Stames,  Mount  Olive,  A. A.;  fourth  row:  Amelia  Gaye 
passengill,  Four  Oaks,  A.S.;  Oliver  Paul  Godwin,  Dunn,  A.S.;  Jeffery  Lee  Har- 
mon, Walstonburg,  A.S.;  Julie  Ann  Morris,  Manteo,  A.S.;  Brenda  Blizzard 
'ackson,  Mount  Olive,  A.S.  ;  Robert  Allen  Howell,  Wilson,  A.S. 

Not  pictured  are:  Janet  Marie  Beasley,  Seven  Springs,  A.S.;  Gina  Marie  Car- 
away, Snow  Hill,  A.S.;  Flora  Alicia  Howard,  Pink  Hill,  A.S.;  and  Danny  Lee  Lane, 
i)unn,  A.S. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

Bonhoeffer,  Dietrich,  Psalms:  The  Prayer  Book  of  the 
Bible.  Augsburg  Publishing  House,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  1974. 

Many  readers  are  familiar  with  Bonhoeffer's  book,  The  Cost  of 
Discipleship.  This  book  on  the  Psalms  is  an  earlier  work  by  the 
author  written  more  from  a  devotional  viewpoint.  This  is  a  small 
book,  only  86  pages  in  the  paperback  edition,  but  large  in  its 
spiritual  richness  and  insight  into  an  understanding  of  the  Psalms. 

Bonhoeffer  writes,  "Wherever  the  Psalter  is  abandoned,  an  in- 
comparable treasure  vanishes  from  the  Christian  church.  With  its 
recovery  will  come  unsuspected  power." 

In  this  short  book  Bonhoeffer  gives  one  of  his  secrets  behind  the 
power  witness  of  his  own  life.  He  had  learned  to  pray  the  Psalms 
and  from  them  drew  on  the  power  of  God  in  his  years  of  imprison- 
mnent in  Hitler's  Germany.  In  this  introduction  to  the  Psalms  he 
discusses  the  various  types  of  Psalms  and  how  they  can  be  used  to 
enrich  our  prayer/ devotional  life  with  rich  spiritual  growth 
dividends. 

The  book  is  concluded  with  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of 
Bonhoeffer,  written  by  a  friend,  Eberhard  Bethge.  This 
biographical  information  helps  us  understand  the  man  who  used 
the  Psalms  as  his  prayer  book. 

This  is  a  great  book  to  add  to  your  devotional  readings !  Any  of 
our  bookstores  can  order  this  great  little  book  for  you. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


HEAVEN'S 
GROCERY  STORE 

I  was  walking  down  life's  highway 
A  long  time  ago. 
One  day  I  saw  a  sign  that  read 
"Heaven's  Grocery  Store." 
As  I  got  a  little  closer, 
The  door  came  open  wide, 
And  when  I  later  found  myself 
I  was  standing  there  inside. 
I  saw  a  host  of  angels 
That  were  standing  everywhere. 
One  handed  me  a  basket  and  said, 
"My  child,  now  shop  with  care." 
Everything  a  Christian  needed 
Was  in  that  Grocery  Store, 
And  all  you  couldn't  carry 
You  could  come  back  the  next  day  for 
more. 

First,  I  got  some  PATIENCE, 
And  LOVE  was  in  the  same  row. 
Further     down     was  UNDER- 
STANDING, 
Which  you  need  where  ere  you  go, 
I  got  a  box  or  two  of  WISDOM, 
And  a  bag  or  two  of  FAITH. 
I  just  couldn't  miss  the  HOLY  GHOST 
Cause  it  was  all  over  the  place. 
I  stopped  to  get  some  STRENGTH  and 

COURAGE 
To  help  me  run  this  race; 
By  then  my  basket  was  getting  full, 
But  I  remembered  I  needed  GRACE. 
I  didn't  forget  SALVATION 
For  Salvation  there  was  free; 
So  I  tried  to  get  enough  of  that 
To  save  both  you  and  me. 
Then  I  started  up  to  the  counter 
To  pay  my  Grocery  bill 
For  now  I  thought  I  had  everything. 
To  do  my  Master's  will. 
At  the  end  of  the  aisle  I  saw  PRAYER, 
And  I  just  had  to  put  that  in ; 
For  I  knew  when  I  stepped  outside, 
I  would  run  right  into  sin. 
PEACE  and  JOY  were  plentiful; 
They  were  on  the  very  last  shelf. 
SONGS  and  PRAISES  were  stacked 

nearby, 
So  I  just  helped  myself. 
Then  I  said  to  the  angel, 
"Now  how  much  do  I  owe?" 
He  just  smiled  and  said  to  me, 
"Just  take  them  where  ere  you  go." 
Again,  I  smiled  at  him  and  said, 
"How  much  do  I  really  owe?" 
He  smiled  again  and  said,  "MY  CHILD, 
JESUS  PAID  YOUR  BILL  A  LONG 

TIME  AGO." 

—  Author  Unknown 


NOTICE 

This  is  to  certify  that  William 
Gaylord  is  no  longer  recognized 
by  the  Albemarle  Conference 
as  an  ordained  minister. 

Ordination  Board  of 
Albemarle  Conference 
Charlie  Overton 
Robert  May 
Steve  Hargrove 
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Cragmont  Superball 

August  24,  1984 

Happy  Valley  Country  Club,  Wilson,  North  Carolina 

You  may  register  as  an  individual  or  with  one,  two,  or  three  other  persons.  If  you  sign  up  as  a  group 
of  4,  your  foursome  is  guaranteed  for  the  tournament.  If  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  we  will  complete 
your  foursome  for  you.  Also,  if  you  sign  up  with  less  than  4,  you  may  have  to  be  split  up  to  make  a  team. 
If  you  sign  with  less  than  4,  please  designate  a  team  captain.  The  team  captain  can  elect  a  guaranteed 
partner. 

Team  eligibility  will  be  determined  by  the  following  scale : 


Player  Status 
A 
B 

C 
D 


Average  Score 

77-  less 

78-  85 
86-92 
93-more 


Handicap 

4  Less 

5-11 
12-17 
18  more 


Point 

4 
3 
2 
1 


*****  \^ 


A  team  may  have  any  combination  that  does  not  exceed  11 
points.  No  more  than  92  players  can  tee  off  either  time. 

Swimming  pool  will  be  available  in  afternoon  for  morning 
players. 


FORMAT:  4  man  team  superball 
TEE  TIME:  9:00  A.M.  (shotgun  start) 

1:00  P.M.  (shotgun  start) 
TROPHIES:  Top  three  teams 

closest  to  pin  on  all  par  3's 

long  drive 
PRIZES:  Awarded  to  trophy  winners 

Several  drawings 
ENTRY  FEE:  $25  (cart  included) 
PIG  PICKEN' :  $2.00  (family  and  friends 

invited)  6  P.M. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


PLAYER  NAME 
HOME  PHONE  _ 


PLAYER  STATUS 


TEAM  CAPTAIN'S  NAME 


GUARANTEED  PARTNER 

PARTNER   

PARTNER   


Preferred  Tee  Time 


9:00  a.m. 
1:00  p.m. 


Tee  time  preference  will  be  given  on  a  first  paid-first  received  basis.  Please  make  your  tax  deduc- 
tible check  to  Cragmont  Assembly.  Send  your  check  and  form  to:  Rick  Watson,  Route  3,  Box  142-AA, 
Kenly,  North  Carolina  27542. 
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<Sundau  <Scfiool  Jlzaon 


For  August  12 

REFORM  IN  RELIGION 

Lesson  Text :  2  Kings  18 : 1-8 ;  19 : 

29-31;  20:20 
Memory  Verse:  2  Kings  19:30 

Hezekiah's  reign  of  twenty- 
nine  years  was  one  of  the  longer 
reigns  of  the  kings  of  Judah. 
His  years  in  authority  were 
marked  by  the  most  thorough- 
going revival  of  commitment  to 
the  true  God  that  Judah  had 
iseen  for  a  long,  long  time. 
Again  and  again  the  biblical 
historian  is  forced  to  indicate 
that  even  those  monarchs  who 
were  relatively  good  were  still 
deficient  in  many  ways.  They 
did  try  to  do  God's  will,  but  only 
partially. 

Often  it  is  said  of  a  king,  "He 
did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  but  the  high 
places  were  not  taken  away." 
In  these  places  sacrifices  that 
were  unauthorized  by  the 
Levitical  regulations  were  of- 
fered, and  incense  was  burned 
contrary  to  biblical  injunctions. 
Furthermore,  various  other 
Ideities  were  worshiped  at  some 
of  these  shrines. 

However,  of  Hezekiah  no 
such  reservations  are  noted.  Of 
him  it  is  said,  "He  removed  the 
high  places  .  .  .  and  cut  down 
the  groves."  He  was  the  ini- 
tiator of  a  complete  renovation 
in  the  religious  life  of  his  peo- 
ple. Hezekiah  sounded  the  call 
to  reform  and  restoration.  One 
man  in  a  strategic  place,  if  his 
heart  turns  to  God  in  faithful 
adoration,  can  work  wonders; 
and  such  were  the  results  of 
Hezekiah's  leadership. 
•  In  the  fourth  year  of 
Hezekiah's  reign  over  Judah, 
the  Assyrian  siege  of  Samaria 
began  and  continued  for  three 
/ears  (see  last  week's  les- 
son). After  Samaria  fell,  the 


Northern  Kingdom  no  longer 
served  as  a  buffer  state  against 
the  Assyrians  in  the  north. 
Seven  years  after  the  conquest 
of  Samaria  the  Assyrians  under 
Sennacherib  attacked  Judah 
and  overcame  many  of  the 
smaller  cities  and  eventually 
occupied  all  the  outlying  areas 
around  Jerusalem.  Hezekiah 
gave  a  huge  ransom  to  Sen- 
nacherib to  '  'buy  him  off. ' ' 

Not  much  later,  however,  a 
huge  Assyrian  army  was  back 
before  Jerusalem.  At  this  time 
Hezekiah  turned  to  the  Lord  in 
prayer  and  utter  surrender. 
Isaiah,  the  prophet,  brought 
him  a  forecast  of  the  doom  of 
the  Assyrian  host.  There  fol- 
lowed the  sudden  death  of 
185,000  men,  and  the  Assyrian 
army  withdrew  in  defeat  and 
confusion.  Probably  not  long 
before  this  siege  Hezekiah 
sponsored  the  construction  of  a 
tunnel,  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred feet  long  partly  cut 
through  rock,  which  brought 
water  from  a  spring  outside  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  into  the 
city.  This  was  to  give  the  city  a 
more  secure  and  abundant  sup- 
ply of  water  in  case  of  a  siege. 

In  addition,  Hezekiah  en- 
couraged the  revival  of  the 
temple  worship  and  seems  to 
have  been  especially  interested 
in  restoring  its  musical  and 
liturgical  aspects  according  to 
the  revealed  models  (see 
2  Chronicles  29:25-36).  The 
most  complete  details  of 
Hezekiah's  reform  are  given  in 
2  Chronicles  where  the  account 
tells  us  a  great  deal  we 
do  not  learn  in  2  Kings  (see 
2  Chronicles  29:3—31:21).  It 
seems  that  Hezekiah  was  con- 
cerned also  about  the  preserva- 
tion of  Solomon's  Proverbs,  and 
we  owe  their  present  form,  in 
part,  to  his  interest  and 
patronage  (see  Proverbs  25:1). 


In  his  later  years  Hezekiah 
became  severely  ill  and  prayed 
earnestly  for  deliverance. 
Isaiah,  the  prophet,  came  to 
him  with  a  message  that  God 
had  granted  him  fifteen  more 
years  of  life.  After  Hezekiah's 
recovery  he  received  presents 
and  a  delegation  from  the  king 
of  Babylon  and  was  pleased  to 
show  them  all  the  royal 
treasures.  Isaiah  told  Hezekiah 
he  had  made  a  great  mistake 
and  then  indicated  that  in  time 
to  come  Judah  would  be  over- 
thrown by  Babylon  and  carried 
into  captivity  there. 

So  often  we  ask,  "What  can 
one  person  do?"  Frequently  we 
use  this  expression  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  inaction.  We  feel  that 
one  individual  is  such  a  minor 
factor  as  compared  with  the 
sweep  of  great  social 
movements  and  political  tides. 
But  then  we  note  what  a 
religious  and  social  revolution 
was  wrought  by  one  man— 
Hezekiah. 

Of  course,  the  immediate 
response  is,  "Well,  he  was  a 
king.  No  wonder  he  was  able  to 
do  so  much."  But  he  was  not 
always  a  king.  When  he  was 
still  a  young  prince  the  beliefs 
and  convictions  must  have  been 
formed  that  later  caused  him  to 
act  with  such  decisiveness  and 
determination.  The  popular 
thing  was  to  follow  gods  other 
than  Jehovah. 

But  Hezekiah  became 
devoted  to  the  God  of  Israel.  He 
saw  that  the  Word  and  way  of 
God  were  being  denied  and 
disobeyed.  He  resolved  that 
he  was  going  to  stand  fast  and 
firm  for  God's  way,  and  he  did 
so. 

What  do  we  say  in  our  own 
lives?  Are  we  going  to  stand  for 
God  and  be  inflexible  in  our 
dedication  to  His  way? — Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Isaiah  58-63 

"THE  LORD  LOOKETH  ON  THE  HEART" 
A  weary  teacher  fell  asleep  and  had  a 
dream.  A  message  had  arrived  that  the  Master 
was  coming,  and  to  her  was  appointed  the  task  of 
getting  all  the  little  children  ready  for  Him.  So 
she  arranged  them  on  benches  in  tiers,  putting 
the  little  white  children  first,  nearest  to  where 
the  Master  would  stand,  then  the  little  yellow, 
red,  and  brown  children,  and  far  back  the  black 
children.  When  all  were  arranged,  she  looked, 
and  it  did  not  seem  quite  right  to  her.  Why  should 
the  black  children  be  so  far  away?  They  ought 
perhaps  to  be  on  the  front  benches.  She  started  to 
re-arrange  them,  but  just  as  all  was  in  confusion, 
footsteps  were  heard;  it  was  the  Master's  tread. 
He  was  coming  before  the  children  were  ready. 
To  think  that  the  task  entrusted  to  her  had  not 
been  accomplished  in  time!  The  footsteps  drew 
near,  and  she  was  obliged  to  look  up.  Lo,  as  her 
eyes  rested  on  the  children  all  shades  of  color 
and  difference  had  vanished:  the  little  children 
in  the  Master's  presence  were  all  alike. 


Man  makes  the  mistake  of  looking  upon  the 
outward  appearance,  forgetting  that  God  looketh 
on  the  heart. 


MONDAY, 
AUGUST 


13 


Scripture  Reading  — Isaiah  64-66 

ONLY  BROKEN  NATURES  KNOW  VICTORY 
I  remember  a  flash  of  righteous  indignation 
that  swept  over  Dr.  Scofield's  face  once  as  he 
said,  "  'People  say  that  the  bird  with  the  broken 
pinion  never  soars  as  high  again. '  As  if  we  did  not 
all  have  a  broken  wing!  For  most  of  us  both 
wings  are  broken  and  both  legs,  and  our  necks! " 
So  let  us  just  give  up  this  notion  that  it  is  the 
"broken  pinion"  that  is  going  to  keep  us  from 
soaring  as  high  as  some  victorious  life  Christians 
can  soar.  One  thing  is  certain:  the  bird  without  a 
broken  pinion  is  never  going  to  know  victory. 
One  qualification  you  must  have  for  the  vic- 
torious life  is  the  broken  pinion,  the  broken 
nature,  uttermost  weakness. 


God  makes  no  offer  of  victory  to  strong  peo- 
ple, people  who  have  not  failed,  and  failed  utter- 
ly. But  for  sinners  He  has  a  gospel. 


TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  1-3 

"NOTHING  BUT  THE  GOSPEL!" 
Dr.  Baldwin,  who  was  pastor  of  a  church  for 
forty-one  years,  says,  "With  another,  I  testify 
that  at  thirty,  after  examining  as  best  I  could  the 
philosophies  and  religions  of  the  world,  I  said, 
'Nothing  is  better  than  the  gospel  of  Christ.'  At 
forty,  when  burdens  began  to  press  heavily,  and 
years  seemed  to  hasten,  I  said,  'Nothing  is  as 
good  as  the  gospel.'  At  fifty,  when  there  were 
empty  chairs  in  the  home,  and  the  mound 
builders  had  done  me  service,  I  said,  'There  is 
nothing  to  be  compared  with  the  gospel. '  At  six- 
ty, when  my  second  sight  saw  through  the  delu- 
sions and  vanities  of  earthly  things,  I  said, 
'There  is  nothing  but  the  gospel.'  At  seventy, 
amid  many  limitations  and  deprivations,  I  sing: 


"  'Should  all  the  forms  that  men  devise 
Attack  my  faith  with  treacherous  art, 

I'd  call  them  vanities  and  lies, 

And  bind  the  gospel  to  my  heart. '  " 


WEDNESDAY,  1 ~ 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  4-6 

THE  SAME  GOSPEL  FOR  THE  SAME  NEEDS 
Some  months  after  our  arrival  in  China,  an 
old  experienced  missionary  came  to  my  husband 
with  the  following  advice:  "Do  not  attempt  to 
speak  of  Jesus  the  first  time  on  preaching  to  a 
heathen  audience.  The  Chinese  have  a  prejudice 
against  the  name  of  Jesus.  Confine  your  efforts 
to  demolishing  the  false  gods,  and  if  you  have  a 
second  opportunity  you  may  bring  in  Jesus."! 
Later,  when  telling  me  of  the  advice  that  had 
been  given  him,  my  husband  exclaimed  with  hot 
emphasis,  "Never,  never,  never:  The  gospel 
which  saved  the  down-and-outs  in  the  slums  of 
Toronto  is  the  same  gospel  that  must  save 
Chinese  sinners."  Years  later  more  than  one 
missionary  came  to  my  husband  asking,  "What 
is  the  secret  of  your  power  to  get  men  out  of  such 
depths  of  sin?"  The  reply  was,  "I  simply  believe  | 
and  teach  God's  Word."  Some  have  replied,  "But 
you  cannot  preach  to  a  proud  Confucian  scholar 
the  same  as  to  the  common  crowd."  Then  Dr.! 
Goforth  would  answer:  "There  is  no  royal  road 
to  God." 
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Rich  or  poor,  Chinese  or  Canadians, 
educated  or  ignorant,  all  are  sinners  and  must 
needs  come  to  the  same  Saviour  by  the  same 
road. 


THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Beading— Jeremiah  7-10 

CLEANING  UP  CORRUPTION 
A  young  pastor  went  to  a  church  in  a  city  of 
25,000.  Soon  some  of  his  church  leaders  told  him 
they  thought  he  should  attack  the  city  ad- 
ministration, for  the  mayor,  department  chiefs, 
and  members  of  the  council  were  so  corrupt  the 
city  had  become  notorious.  Asking  for  time,  he 
prayed  about  it,  decided  on  his  course  of  action, 
and  secured  a  ten-minute  appointment  with  the 
mayor.  When  he  kept  the  appointment,  after 
some  general  remarks,  he  said  to  the  mayor:  "I 
want  to  congratulate  you  on  the  honor  and 
responsibility  that  were  laid  on  you  when  you 
were  chosen  mayor  of  this  city.  But  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  there  is  a  greater  honor  waiting  for  you, 
something  far  bigger  than  the  office  of  mayor  of 
a  city  like  this."  Thinking  this  stranger  might 
represent  some  high-up  politician,  the  mayor 
listened  with  evident  interest.  "You  ought  to  be  a 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ,"  said  the  young 
minister.  In  astonishment  the  mayor  said,  "No 
one  ever  spoke  to  me  like  this  before."  The  time 
being  up,  the  minister  left,  but  the  next  day  the 
agitated  voice  of  the  mayor  said  to  him  over  the 
telephone,  "Won't  you  come  and  talk  with  me?  I 
have  thought  of  what  you  said  ever  since  you  left. 
I  must  see  you."  Two  weeks  later,  not  only  did 
the  mayor  come  into  that  pastor's  church,  but 
the  chief  of  police,  the  fire  department  chief,  and 
five  aldermen  also  yielded  themselves  to  Christ. 
That  city  was  cleaned  up. 


Today  is  the  day  of  salvation. 

FRIDAY, 


AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  11-14 

"THERE  IS  NO  DIFFERENCE" 
Remember,  the  man  on  Skid  Row  is  not  dif- 
ferent in  kind  from  the  rest  of  us.  He  is  merely 
worse  in  degree.  On  Skid  Row  we  see  fallen  man 
at  his  dismal  worst.  In  the  better  neighborhoods 
we  see  him  at  his  polished  best,  but  he  is  the 
same  man  for  all  his  disguise.  In  the  gutter  we 
find  him  chained  by  dope  and  drink  and  dirt.  On 
the  Avenue  we  find  him  bound  by  pride  and 
greed  and  lust.  To  God  there  is  no  difference.  He 
sees  beyond  appearances  and  He  knows  what  is 
in  every  man.  His  remedy  for  every  man  is  the 
same,  a  new  birth  and  the  impartation  of  a  new 
kind  of  life. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  gospel  is  the  power  of  God  operating 
toward  the  moral  and  spiritual  transformation  of 
man.  And  it  works !  Thousands  will  testify  that  it 
does.  No  man  who  wants  to  climb  up  out  of  his 
past  and  find  a  new  and  better  life  should 
overlook  the  gospel. 


It  is  God 's  way  out,  and  there  is  no  other. 


SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading  — Jeremiah  15-18 

FUNDAMENTALLY  SETTLED 

In  days  like  these,  when  chaos  appears  to  be 
king,  and  civilization  itself  sometimes  seems 
verging  on  collapse,  it  is  something  mightily  to 
be  desired  to  have  an  anchor  for  the 
soul— something  permanent,  abiding,  sure,  and 
steadfast,  to  be  tied  to. 

A  man  with  such  an  anchor,  now  a  United 
States  Navy  officer,  recently  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
pastor :  "Your  letter  brought  back  much  that  has 
been  connected  with  our  church.  For  almost  thir- 
teen years  I  have  been  a  member;  sometimes  in 
better  standing  than  at  others.  Many  times  my 
attendance  has  not  been  as  faithful  as  it  might 
have  been.  But  over  those  years,  despite  the  fluc- 
tuating fervor  which  I  applied  to  it,  I  can  see  that 
the  church  has  been  a  real  rock,  a  real  reference 
point  for  me. 

"It's  just  as  in  navigation— at  the  beginning 
of  every  voyage,  you  establish  your  bearing  and 
distance  from  some  fixed  mark,  and  that  is  your 
point  of  departure.  We  have  something  in  our 
faith  that  can  fundamentally  settle  a  man,  that 
beneath  his  surface  tides  runs  like  a  deep,  strong 
current,  never  varying  in  its  direction,  always 
surging  ahead." 

The  young  lieutenant  is  absolutely  right,  of 
course. 


There  is  nothing  in  all  the  world,  save  the 
eternal  gospel  of  Christ,  that  can  "fundamental- 
ly settle  a  man. " 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


STATE  CONVENTION 
September  11-13 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  NC 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
have  to  walk  the  rest  of  the  road  alone.  This  definition  of  sorts 
would  help  us  understand  2  Corinthians  1:3,  4,  as  follows: 
Blessed  be  the  God  who  has  walked  alongside  of  us,  who 
walked  alongside  of  us  in  our  affliction,  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  walk  alongside  of  others  in  their  affliction  with  all  the 
"walking-alongsidedness"  which  we  have  experienced. 

Bill,  a  brilliant  Oregon  student,  became  a  Christian  during 
his  student  years.  Usually  clad  in  blue  jeans  and  a  tee  shirt, 
this  young  man  never  wore  shoes.  If  it  was  raining  or  there 
was  snow  on  the  ground,  it  did  not  matter— he  just  did  not 
wear  shoes.  A  "well-dressed,  middle-class"  church,  located 
across  the  street  from  the  campus,  wanted  to  develop  a 
ministry  to  the  students,  even  though  its  members  were  not 
really  sure  how  to  do  so.  And  at  any  rate,  that  set  out  .... 

One  Sunday,  Bill  attended  the  morning  service.  Uncom- 
fortable at  his  appearance,  the  congregation  said  nothing  as 
he  made  his  way  down  the  aisle.  The  church  was  fairly 
crowded  that  day  and  when  he  reached  the  front,  Bill  could  not 
find  a  place  to  sit,  so  he  squatted  on  the  carpet.  Now  his  action 
would  have  been  considered  fine  for  a  campus  fellowship,  but 
it  met  with  disbelief  that  day. 

Suddenly,  an  elderly  man  started  down  the  aisle. 
Everyone  was  sure  he  was  going  to  scold  the  young  man; 
some  felt  scolding  would  be  appropriate,  others  did  not.  The 
church  was  utterly  silent.  Didn't  the  elderly  man  understand 
that  Bill's  world  was  far  removed  from  the  world  to  which 
they  were  accustomed?  When  the  older  man  reached  Bill,  he 
slowly  lowered  himself  to  the  floor,  taking  a  seat  next  to  him 
on  the  floor;  and  there  they  worshiped  together  that  morning. 

I  am  told  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  congregation.  And 
the  irony  is,  that  Bill  is  probably  the  only  one  who  failed  to  see 
just  how  great  the  giving  was  that  day.  As  that  older 
gentleman  walked  alongside  of  his  brother  and  loved  him  with 
all  he  had  received  from  Christ's  love,  so  must  we.  This  good 
Samaritan,"  made  Bill  feel  as  though  he  had  a  home— and  had 
he  been  a  prodigal  son,  he  would  have  realized  that  he  did  have 
a  home  to  come  back  to. 

God  walks  alongside  of  us,  giving  comfort,  extending  His 
love.  He  calls  on  us  to  do  the  same,  regardless  of  our  age, 
temperament,  fears,  and  inhibitions. 

Yes,  I  believe  that  evangelism  is  a  life-style,  one  involving 
daily  living  and  giving. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

The  need  is  being  felt  for  the 
Bible  study  camps  periodically 
for  the  growth  of  young 
believers.  This  would  help  in 
raising  local  leadership  for  our 
young  congregations. 

DO  YOU  KNOW? 

1.  For  more  than  90,500 
villages  in  India  the  closest 
source  for  drinking  water  is 
more  than  1.6  miles  away. 

2.  The  lack  of  clean  drinking 
water  is  at  the  root  of  diarrhea, 
which  together  with  malnutri- 
tion, is  the  biggest  killer  in  the 
Third  World.  It  kills  three  In- 
dian children  each  minute. 

3.  The  number  of  slum 
dwellers  in  the  country  by  the 
end  of  1985  will  number  over  33 
million. 

4.  The  number  of  child 
laborers  in  India  is  also  in- 
creasing rapidly.  According  to 
a  survey  in  1978  it  was  reported 
in  Parliament  that  the  number 
of  child  laborers  was  nearly 
16.3  million. 

5.  Twenty  percent  of  the 
cultivatable  land  is  lying  waste. 
Seventy  percent  of  the  small 
and  marginal  farmers  operate 
only  twenty-one  percent  of  the 
land,  whereas  only  four  percent 
of  the  landholders  hold  thirty 
percent  of  the  land. 

Dr.E.M.Lall 
India 

NOTICE 

The  State  Convention  Mis- 
sions  Rally   will   be  held 
September  12,  in  College  Hall, 
Mount  Olive  College  at  7:30 
p.m.  Dr.  Paul  Smith,  pastor  of 
The  Peoples  Church  of  Toronto, 
Canada,   will   be   our  guest 
speaker.  The  theme  is  "What  j 
the  World  Needs  Is  Jesus."  j 
Your   special   offering  for  j 
Foreign  Missions  will  assure 
the    continued   growth  and 
outreach  of  this  vital  ministry.  ( 
You  will  surely  want  to  attend. 
Come  and  bring  someone  with  j 
you. 
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THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


announces 


Its  Annual  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Banquet 


Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  P.M. 


at 


College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 


The  speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of  Religion  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  meal  will  be  catered  by  the  College.  All  pastors, 
superintendents,  assistant  superintendents  and  their  wives  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend.  Please  return  the  form  below  to: 


Name  

Address  

Telephone  

Church  Name  

Conference  

 Number  of  people  attending  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Ban- 
quet at  College  Hall  on  Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  p.m.  Please  return  by 
August  20,  1984. 


CHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  15 


North  Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention 

Bryant  Hines  Jr. 

Route  9,  Box  138 

Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  27530 


/ 


Keep  your  mind  in  shape  this 
summer.  Read  inspirational, 
entertaining  books  from 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Its  branch  bookstores  are  in  New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston.) 


Read  'em  While  It's  Hot! 
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Oops! 

Like  it  or  not,  it  happens  to  everyone:  teachers  and 
students,  cops  as  well  as  robbers,  bosses  and  secretaries, 
parents  and  their  kids.  No  one  is  immune  from  it,  for  it  happens 
to  the  diligent  as  well  as  to  the  lazy.  Presidents;  executives; 
well-meaning  architects,  builders,  and  engineers  face  it,  as  do 
athletes,  politicians,  and  preachers. 

What?  you  ask.  Making  mistakes.  All  of  us  do  the  wrong 
thing  some  time  or  another— often  with  the  very  best  of 
motives.  And  it  happens  with  remarkable  regularity.  Let's  face  it, 
our  attitude  about  success  makes  it  a  very  overrated  commodi- 
ty. While  we  all  crave  it,  daily  proof  points  to  the  fact  that  man's 
real  genius  lies  in  the  opposite  direction.  It  is  really  at  being  in- 
competent that  we  are  professionals.  Why,  then,  are  we  so  sur- 
prised when  we  see  faults  in  others  and  so  devastated  when 
they  occur  in  our  own  lives?  Perhaps  it  is  because  we  have  not 
faced  the  fact  that  we  are  not  perfect;  perhaps  we  still  think  we 
are  above  error.  Such  an  attitude  causes  me  to  hold  one  in 
suspect:  either  an  individual  who  feels  like  this  is  guilty  of  not 
admitting  that  he  makes  mistakes,  or  he  has  become  an  expert 
at  cover-up!  (At  any  rate,  he  forfeits  the  rights  to  my  respect.) 

Stop  and  think  of  the  ways  certain  people  keep  from  com- 
ing out  and  admitting  their  mistakes.  Doctors  bury  some  of 
theirs,  while  lawyers  find  some  of  theirs  going  behind  bars; 
while  dentists  pull  some,  carpenters  can  turn  theirs  to  sawdust. 
And  a  popular  magazine  recently  accounted  for  theirs  thus: 

Just  in  case  you  find  any  mistakes  in  this  magazine,  please  remember 
they  were  put  there  for  a  purpose.  We  try  to  offer  something  for  everyone. 
Some  people  are  always  looking  for  mistakes  and  we  didn't  want  to  disap- 
point you! 

You  know,  when  it  comes  to  mistakes,  there  have  been 
some  real  winners.  Take  for  example  "the  car  of  the  decade" 
which  Ford  released  in  1957,  the  Edsel.  What  a  car!  The  doors 
wouldn't  close,  the  hood  refused  to  open,  the  horn  continuously 
got  stuck,  the  paint  peeled  off,  and  the  transmission  wouldn't 
fulfill  its  mission.  The  graphed  sales  record  for  this  vehicle 
could  be  likened  to  a  very  dangerous  ski  slope.  And  to  add  to  the 
humiliation,  records  show  that  only  one  Edsel  has  ever  been 
stolen.  Again  I  say,  What  a  car— what  a  mistake! 

Then  again,  how  would  you  like  to  have  "Designed  the 
Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa"  on  your  resume?  The  gentleman  who 
planned  a  10'  deep  foundation  for  that  179'  tall  structure  was  not 
having  a  good  day.  It  is  now  almost  20'  out  of  perpendicular. 

Stephen  Pile's  book,  The  Incomplete  Book  of  Failures,  was 
printed  with  two  pages  missing.  The  first  thing  you  read  when 
you  open  it  is  an  apology  for  the  omission  and  an  erratum  slip  i 
that  provides  the  two  pages  of  copy.  The  book  relates  such 
failures  as  the  least  successful  weather  report,  the  slowest  sell- 
ing book,  the  smallest  ever  audience,  the  most  chaotic  wedding 
ceremony,  as  well  as  some  of  the  worst  statements  ever  made 
(like  the  remark  Einstein's  Munich  schoolmaster  made  to  him: 
"You  will  never  amount  to  very  much!"). 

And  we  could  go  on  and  on. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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CRITICISM  AND  OPPOSITION 

(They  are  inevitable  for  the  saint,  but  must  be  endured.) 


by  Beverly  Brunner 

God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be 
removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea;  though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  troubled, 
though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  thereof  (Psalm 
46:1-3). 


Criticism  and  opposition  are  inevitable  for 
hose  who  will  live  godly  in  this  present  evil 
vorld  and  fearlessly  proclaim  divine  truth. 
5ome  will  receive  more  criticism  than  others, 
jut  none  will  be  exempt  from  it.  We  are  con- 
stantly under  the  critical  eye  of  others.  In  view 
if  this  sober  reality,  I  suggest  some  considera- 
ions  which  it  is  hoped  will  tend  to  encourage 
md  strengthen  those  who  must  cope  with  the 
itatic  generated  by  their  stand  for  Christ. 

Constructive  and  Destructive  Criticism  Are 
bertain. 

There  is  constructive  criticism  and  there  is 
riticism  that  is  destructive.  The  one  is  just, 
he  other  is  unjust;  one  is  meant  to  help,  the 
ither,  to  destroy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  all 
lave  ourselves  at  times  been  critical.  On  some 
ccasions,  our  criticism  probably  was  merited, 
„nd  on  others,  it  just  as  likely  was  not. 

low  Do  We  React  to  Criticism? 

The  question  of  our  reaction  to  criticism  is 
n  important  one.  I  think  it  was  very  well 
itated  in  The  Banner  of  Truth  some  years  ago: 
It  is  not  what  happens  to  us  that  matters,  but 
ow  we  react  to  it."  Do  we  take  it  to  the  Lord, 


or  do  we  stew,  fume,  fuss,  and  fret?  Do  we 
receive  the  criticism  with  an  open  mind,  or  do 
we  close  our  minds  and  hearts,  and  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  it?  Do  we  let  it  do  in  our  lives  what  God 
intends  it  to  do?  For  those  who  have  "put  on 
Christ"  (Galatians  3:27),  there  is  help.  "God  is 
our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble." 

The  Path  of  Affliction  Leads  to  the  Land  Where 
Affliction  Is  No  More. 

In  Psalm  66:8-12,  we  read:  "O  bless  our 
God,  ye  people,  and  make  the  voice  of  his 
praise  to  be  heard:  Which  holdeth  our  soul  in 
life,  and  suffereth  not  our  feet  to  be  moved.  For 
thou,  O  God,  hast  proved  us:  thou  hast  tried  us, 
as  silver  is  tried.  Thou  broughtest  us  into  the 
net:  thou  laidest  affliction  upon  our  loins.  Thou 
hast  caused  men  to  ride  over  our  heads ;  we 
went  through  fire  and  through  water:  but  thou 
broughtest  us  out  into  a  wealthy  place." 

Charles  H.  Spurgeon,  in  his  The  Treasury 
of  David,  well  remarks:  "God's  people  and  af- 
fliction are  intimate  companions.  As  in  Egypt 
every  Israelite  was  a  burden-bearer,  so  is 
every  believer  while  he  is  in  this  foreign  land. 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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As  Israel  cried  to  God  by  reason  of  their  sore 
bondage,  so  also  do  the  saints.  We  too  often 
forget  that  God  lays  our  afflictions  upon  us.  If 
we  remembered  this  fact,  we  should  more  pa- 
tiently submit  to  the  pressure  which  now  pains 
us.  The  time  will  come  when,  for  every  ounce 
of  present  burden,  we  shall  receive  'a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.'  God, 
who  took  them  into  Egypt,  also  brought  them 
into  the  land  which  flowed  with  milk  and 
honey.  Egypt  was  in  His  purpose  en  route  to 
Canaan.  The  way  to  Heaven  is  via  tribulation. 
The  path  of  sorrow,  and  that  path  alone,  leads 
to  the  land  where  sorrow  is  unknown." 

In  John  19:10,  11,  we  read:  "Then  saith 
Pilate  unto  him,  Speakest  thou  not  unto  me? 
knowest  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify 
thee,  and  have  power  to  release  thee?  Jesus 
answered,  Thou  couldest  have  no  power  at  all 
against  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from 
above :  therefore  he  that  delivered  me  unto 
thee  hath  the  greater  sin." 

It  is  written  in  Romans  8:28,  29:  "And  we 
know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called 
according  to  his  purpose.  For  when  he  did 
foreknow,  he  also  did  predestinate  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might 
be  the  firstborn  among  many  brethren." 

The  Good  Purpose  Served  Is  Conformity  to  the 
Afflicted  Christ. 

God  apparently  has  a  purpose  in  criticism 
and  that  purpose  is  to  help  conform  us  to  the 
image  of  His  Son.  This  is  how  it  can  be  said 
that  "all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God."  Criticism  is  being  used  as  a 
perfecting  tool  in  the  Lord's  hands.  If  it  is 
received  in  the  right  spirit,  it  can  cause  us  to 
look  deep  within  ourselves,  and  at  the  same 
time  drive  us  to  the  Lord,  "unto  the  throne  of 
grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy:  and  find 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need. ' ' 

You  Are  In  Good  Company. 

I  have  found,  whatever  the  circumstance,  if 
you  are  being  besieged  by  criticism,  financial 
difficulty,  physical  illness,  whatever  your  cir- 
cumstance, you  are  not  alone.  "The  LORD  of 
hosts  is  with  us ;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge 
(Psalm  46:7).  His  promise  is  "I  will  never 
leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee"  (Hebrews  13:5). 
"For  whatsoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh 
the  world:  and  this  is  the  victory  that  over- 
cometh the  world,  even  our  faith"  (1  John  5:4). 
When  we  put  our  faith  and  our  trust  in  the 
Lord,  then  the  victory  over  all  circumstance 
will  be  ours. 

"Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed 
about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us 


lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth 
so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience 
the  race  that  is  set  before  us  (let  us  run  with  M 
patience  unto  the  battle  that  is  set  before  us) 
(Tyndale).  Looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faith;  who  for  the  joy  that  was 
set  before  him  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God.  For  consider  him  that  endured 
such  contradiction  of  sinners  against  himself, 
lest  ye  be  wearied  and  faint  in  your  minds.  Ye 
have  not  yet  resisted  unto  blood,  striving 
against  sin"  (Hebrews  12:1-4).  "Who  for  the 
joy  that  was  set  before  Him  endured  the 
cross." 

There  Is  an  End  to  the  Tunnel  of  Life. 

The  Christian  walk  reminds  me  of  a  tun- 
nel :  As  you  peer  into  it  you  see  nothing  but 
darkness  all  around  except  at  the  other  end 
there  is  a  light.  When  you  begin  to  walk 
through  the  tunnel  the  darkness  is  all  around 
you,  making  it  next  to  impossible  to  distinguish 
what  is  in  front  of  you  or  what  is  on  your  left 
side  or  what  is  on  your  right  side.  "We  see 
through  a  glass  darkly."  As  you  continue  walk- 
ing forward  you  may  stumble  and  you  may 
fall,  there  may  be  obstacles  along  the  way  but 
by  faith  and  "the  hope  that  is  in  you"  you  pick 
yourself  up  and,  with  your  eyes  focused  on  the 
light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel,  go  forward,  not 
looking  back  or  even  desiring  to  turn  back,  but 
only  going  forward  toward  the  light,  toward 
"the  joy,"  that  is  "set  before"  you,  and  as  you 
go  forward  the  light  becomes  brighter  and 
brighter,  making  clearer  the  path  through  the  1 
tunnel,  and  as  you  emerge  from  the  tunnel  the 
light  is  very  bright  and  you  are  able  to  see  all 
things  clearly. 

It  is  the  same  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  of 
life,  when  we  at  the  Day  of  Resurrection  come 
fully  into  the  light  all  things  shall  be  clearly 
seen  and  our  joy  shall  be  full.  "We  are  troubled 
on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed  .  .  .  For  our 
light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory ;  While  we  look  not  at  the 
things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which 
are  not  seen :  for  the  things  which  are  seen  are 
temporal;  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are 
eternal"  (2  Corinthians  4:8,  17,  18). 

Criticism  within  and  without,  criticism  all  about; 

Criticism  small  and  great,  criticism  at  every  gate; 

Critics  all  around  me  be,  never  satisfied  with  me. 

If  I  turn  to  the  left  or  I  turn  to  the  right, 

There  they  be  to  taunt  me. 

Sometimes  they  accuse  me  to  my  face, 

Many's  the  time  the  "plowers  plowed  upon  my  back," 

They  made  long  their  furrows  in  their  attacks, 

And,  "many  there  be  which  say  of  my  soul: 

There  is  no  help  for  (you)  in  God"  (Psalm  3:2). 
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TEACHING  IN  THE  RAIN 


The  meeting  place  at  Jacana. 

During  my  visit  to  the  Philippines  in  April  of  this  year,  I  at- 
tended the  Sunday  school  service  at  our  work  in  Jacana.  Pastor 
faapal  Ontong  taught  the  lesson  and  did  an  excellent  job  in  pre- 
senting his  material  about  Life  in  Jesus  Christ.  But  he  taught  the 
esson  equally  well  by  his  actions.  It  was  a  rainy  day  and  directly 
ibove  Brother  Ontong's  head  was  a  large  hole  in  the  nipa  roof.  Rain 
lame  through  this  hole  while  he  was  teaching,  and  even  though  he 
vas  getting  wet  he  never  stopped  his  lesson  or  seemed  bothered  in 
iny  way.  His  mind  was  on  the  work  at  hand,  and  not  the  inconven- 
ence  for  the  moment. 


Pastor  Ontong  preaching. 


True  discipleship  is  faithful  in  ease  and  in  hardship,  in  sunshine 
ind  in  rain.  Perhaps  there  is  a  lesson  for  each  of  us  in  this. 

Harold  Jones 
Director- Treasurer 


HAVE  YOU  HEARD  ABOUT 
THE  STATE  CONVENTION 
MISSION  RALLY? 
BOARD  OF  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS  IN  CHARGE 
SEPTEMBER  12,  1984 
COLLEGE  HALL -MOUNT 
OLIVE  COLLEGE 
7:30  P.M. 
RALLY  THEME -"WHAT 
THE  WORLD  NEEDS 
IS  JESUS" 

Dr.  Paul  Smith,  pastor  of  The 
People's  Church,  Toronto, 
Canada,  will  be  our  guest 
speaker.  Dr.  Smith  is  an 
outstanding  speaker  and  an 
authority  on  world  missions. 
His  church  shares  in  the  sup- 
port of  527  missionaries  and  na- 
tional workers.  They  give  over 
one  million  dollars  a  year  to 
world  missions. 

The  Hines  Cousins,  Guyla 
Evans,  Jo  Ann  Pennington,  and 
Alice  Hines,  who  sang  at  the 
World  Missions  Conference, 
will  sing  a  medley  of  songs  that 
edify  Jesus.  This  will  be  a  great 
inspiration  to  you. 

Phil  Shepard  will  share  about 
his  life-changing  experiences  in 
the  Philippines  this  summer. 

The  offering  received  at  the 
Rally  for  Foreign  Missions  is 
extremely  important.  In 
September  we  send  the 
quarterly  allotments  to  India 
and  the  Philippines.  This  is  a 
very  large  outlay  of  funds.  A 
large  offering  at  the  Rally  will 
assure  that  these  needs  are 
met.  Funds  must  be  earmarked 
for  Foreign  or  Home  Missions 
at  the  Rally.  Foreign  Missions 
uses  a  tan  envelope  and  Home 
Missions,  a  white  envelope. 
Any  loose  money  is  divided 
equally. 

I  strongly  encourage  you  to 
attend  this  Rally.  Opportunities 
like  this  should  be  a  priority  in 
our  planning. 

Come  and  bring  a  large 
number  from  your  church. 
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RELIGIOUS 

July,  1984 

Total  $1,755.85 

ALBEMARLE 

St.  Paul 

$  25.00 

Total 

$  25.00 

CAPE  FEAR 

Lee's  Chapel 

$104.85 

Total 

$104.85 

CENTRAL 

Bethany 

$  25.00 

Edge  wood 

5.00 

Saratoga 

65.00 

Total 

$  95.00 

EASTERN 

Auxiliary  Convention 

$200.00 

Bridgeton 

30.00 

Holly  Springs 

250.00 

Lanier's  Chapel 

50.00 

Saints  Delight 

150.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

70.00 

Total 

$750.00 

WESTERN 

Flood's  Chapel 

$  6.00 

Free  Union 

50.00 

Friendship 

200.00 

People's  Chapel 

25.00 

Pine  Level 

250.00 

Rosebud 

50.00 

Sherron  Acres 

20.00 

U  IllUIl  IN  UlllUfcJl  Z 

9n  nn 
zu.uu 

Union  Chapel 

10.00 

Wilson,  First 

150.00 

Total 

$781.00 

NOTICES 

The  Western  District 
Layman's  League  will  meet  on 
Monday,  September  17,  at  Fre- 
mont Church,  Fremont,  at  7:30 
p.m.  All  Western  district 
laymen  are  urged  to  attend. 
Any  interested  persons  are  in- 
vited. 

Bill  Boswell,  Secretary 


The  Children's  Home  Board 
of  Directors  will  meet  on 
August  16,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Home  instead  of  7:00  p.m.  as 
previously  published. 


Make  Plans  Now 
to  Attend  the 
1984  State  Convention! 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  TREASURER'S  REPORT 
End  of  First  Quarter,  July  31,  1984 

Balance  Brought  Forward,  April  30, 1984  $  5, 

Receipts 

General  Fund: 

Contributions  $  107.10 

Registration  Fees  1,090.00 

Per  Capital  Dues  12.00 

Interest  143.81 

Promotional  Fund  (CSF)  106.36 

Life  Award  Fees  10.00 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  Receipts 
Total  for  Which  to  Account 

Disbursements 

Convention  Expenses  and  Allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  Disbursed 
Balance  to  Account  for  7/31/84 


1,469.27 
7,204,07 


$  1,261.83 
7,204.07 


$  2,899.57 
3,000.00 
$  5,899.57 

Received 
$1,799.90 


1,676.42 


503.92 


957.27 
$7,204.07 


8, 
$14, 


$  8r 


$  5, 


Summary 

Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Company 

(Checking) 
Mount  Olive  College  Bonds 
Total 

Denominational  Enterprise  Report  Itemize 

Home  Missions  (State  Project) 
Foreign  Missions : 

General  Fund  $  141.95 

Mexico  240.00 

Palawan  Library  45.00 

Press  Building  in  Philippines  50.00 

Phil  Shepard  100.00 

India  Pastor  40.00 

Bibles  for  India  40.00 

Fred  Baker  30.00 

State  Project  (Missionary  Wives)  989.47 
Mount  Olive  College : 

Eagles  Nest  Deaf  Camp  25.00 

Alice  Lupton  Scholarship  34.50 

Orpha  W.  Mason  Memorial  10.00 

Anna  Phillips  Student  Aid  48.00 

Library  Books  25.00 

Bleachers  25.00 

State  Project  (Greenhouse)  336.42 
Children's  Home: 

General  Fund  (State  Project)  1,282.02 

Child  Support  60.00 

Birthday  Gifts  24.00 

Music  Lessons  45.00 

Home  Furnishings  50.00  1,461.02 

Superannuation  112.83 

Cragmont  Assembly  487.71 

Retirement  Homes,  Inc.  155.00 

Life  Award  Fees  (Cragmont)  25.00 

Central  Conference  Missions  15.00 
General  Conference 

Woman's  Auxiliary  10.00 
♦Christian  Service  Fund 

Missions  212.72 

Mount  Olive  College  212.73 

Children's  Home  159.55 

Cragmont  159.55 

Superannuation  106.36 

Retirement  Homes  106.36 

Total  |  

*10  percent  retained  for  promotional 

(see  receipts  $106.36) 
Total  receipts  this  quarter  include  all  monies  received  at  the  State  Convention. 
Total  disbursements  include  allocations  made  by  the  Convention.  For  itemized  list, 
see  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  the  minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 
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here  is  an  "average' 
were  planted. 


of  the  number  of  rows  that 


Don't  they  look  delicious.' 

HORN  OF  PLENTY 

Although  it  is  by  no  means  completed,  our 
garden  harvest  this  year  has  been  unbelievable. 
jWe  just  wanted  to  share  with  our  people  the 
Results  of  the  Lord's  bounty.  Initially,  to  give  you 
(in  idea  of  "how  much"  garden  we  actually  had, 
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—  %  acre  of  corn 
8     rows  of  Irish  potatoes 
10     rows  of  "purple  peas" 
10     rows  of  butter  beans 


20  hills  of  tomatoes 

20  hills  of  squash 

10  hills  of  cucumbers 

6  rows  of  string  beans 


There  were  other  "smaller  quantity"  items, 
like  cabbage  and  spring  onions,  but  the  above  list 
is  a  well  rounded  summary  of  the  "size"  of  our 
garden.  Now,  this  may  not  sound  like  much,  but 
being  "country  folk,"  you  can  understand  the 
volume  possibility  from  this  size  garden.  Some  of 
the  harvest  has  been  completed  (corn,  potatoes, 
string  beans).  The  other  parts  are  still  produc- 
ing. But  given,  the  volume  already  produced  and 
the  "pods,  still  hanging,"  below  is  a  prognosis  of 
the  full  summer's  harvest. 


5,000  ears  of  corn  25 

32  bushels  of  Irish  potatoes  15 

125  bushels  of  "purple  peas"  5 

80  bushels  of  butter  beans  18 


bushels  of  squash 
bushels  of  tomatoes 
bushels  of  cucumbers 
bushels  of  string  beans 


The  children  have  worked  consistently  well 
in  the  fields  and  cooperated  in  vegetable 
preparation  inside  the  cottages.  In  summary, 
with  Mr.  Batchelor's  cultivation  skills,  the 
children's  and  staff's  cooperation  and  hard 
work,  and  the  Lord's  blessings,  these  provisions 
should  last  long  into  the  winter  months.  We  are 
thankful  for  this  "Horn  of  Plenty." 


f 
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Frozen  foods  to  eat  at  another  time. 


PROSPECTIVE  STUDENTS  SEE  CAMPUS 


MRS.  KRAFT  IS 
NEW  DIRECTOR  OF 
COUNSELING  SERVICES 


Campus  Visitation  Days  are  held  each  year  to  acquaint  prospective  students 
with  the  College  and  its  programs. 

Joining  the  Rev.  Donald  Coates,  pastor,  and  members  of  Pine  Level  Church  on  a 
campus  tour  are  Dianne  Riley,  director  of  admissions  ( far  left),  and  Wanda  Jones,  a 
student  from  Pine  Level  Church  (far  right). 


HELPING  TO  BOLD  A  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE: 
WHAT  GREATER  WORK  CAN  WE  DO? 

Through  Mount  Olive  College  we  are  engaged  in  a  work  that  is 
reaching  around  the  world  and  that  will  last  beyond  our  time.  When 
you  invest  in  this  work,  you  are  helping  to: 
—Prepare  young  men  and  women  for  a  life  of  meaning  and  pro- 
ductive work; 
—Equip  people  to  serve  God  and  their  fellowman; 
—Open  the  door  of  educational  opportunity  for  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich; 

—Encourage  our  youth  to  burgeon  out  the  best  that  is  within 
them; 

—Provide  an  opportunity  for  parents  to  experience  what  they 

have  dreamed  for  their  children ; 
—Prepare  today's  youth  for  the  responsibilities  of  tomorrow; 
—Develop  leadership  for  our  churches,  communities,  State  and 

Nation; 

—Advance  something  good  while  you  are  living  that  will  continue 

beyond  your  years  on  earth;  and 
—Challenge  young  people  and  adults  with  a  vision  that  will  lift 

their  horizons  and  transform  their  lives. 

Daniel  Webster  expressed  the  value  of  Christian  education 
when  he  wrote : 

"If  we  work  upon  marble,  it  will  perish; 

if  on  brass,  time  will  efface  it, 

if  we  rear  temples,  they  will  crumble  into  dust; 

but  if  we  work  upon  immortal  minds 
and  imbue  them  with  principles, 
with  the  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  fellowman, 
we  engrave  on  those  tablets  something  that  will 
brighten  to  all  eternity. " 


Mrs.  Linda  S.  Kraft 
Mrs.  Linda  S.  Kraft  of  Mount 
Olive  has  joined  the  Mount 
Olive  College  family  as  director 
of  Counseling  Services.  She 
assumed  her  duties  in  July 
and  has  been  assisting  Dr. 
J.  Thomas  Johnson,  vice  presi- 
dent for  Student  Affairs,  with 
the  freshman  orientation  pro- 
gram. She  is  currently  con- 
ducting individual  counseling 
sessions  for  incoming  students. 

As  director  of  Counseling 
Services,  Mrs.  Kraft  is  in 
charge  of  the  college  counsel- 
ing program  providing 
academic,  personal  and  social 
counseling.  Her  responsibilities 
include  the  guidance  of  transfer 
students,  the  development  of  a 
Career  Resources  Center,  ex- 
ploring with  students  their 
career  choices  and  coor- 
dinating a  job  placement  ser- 
vice. 

Mrs.  Kraft  attended  the 
University  of  North  Carolina, 
Greensboro,  and  received  her 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
sociology  from  UNC,  Chapel 
Hill.  At  East  Carolina  Universi- 
ty, she  earned  her  Master  of 
Education  degree  in  counselor 
education. 
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She  has  taught  at  Wayne 
Community  College  and  was  a 
>art-time  faculty  member  at 
vlount  Olive  College,  teaching 
lociology. 

A  member  of  the  Mount  Olive 
jrirst  United  Methodist  Church, 
firs.  Kraft  is  the  1984-86  United 
Methodist  Women's  president 
tnd  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  She  and  her  hus- 
land,  Rick  Kraft,  are  the 
»arents  of  one  daughter,  Corey. 

MOC-A  SERVANT 
OF  THE  CHURCH 

Mount  Olive  College  is  owned 
y  the  North  Carolina  State 
tonvention  of  Original  Free 
Vill  Baptists.  Its  primary  pur- 
ose  is  to  provide  educational 
ervices  that  will  assist  the 
hurch  in  fulfilling  its  reason 
)r  being.  These  services  in- 
lude: 

—The  education  of  ministers, 
missionaries  and  other  per- 
sons preparing  for  church- 
related  vocations ; 

—Providing  a  Christian  col- 
lege where  young  people 
can  prepare  for  their  life's 
vocation ; 

—Providing  financial  assis- 
tance that  will  assure 
worthy  students  the  oppor- 
tunity of  an  education; 

—Providing  educational  pro- 
grams for  lay  persons  that 
will  assist  them  in  serving 
their  church  as  Sunday 
school  teachers  and  offi- 
cers, church  officers, 
youth  leaders,  church 
musicians  and  as  Christian 
workers; 

—Serving  as  a  resource  cen- 
ter for  information  on  Ori- 
ginal Free  Will  Baptists, 
especially  through  the  His- 
torical Collection; 

—Providing  pulpit  supply 
and  assistance  to  churches 
without  pastors ; 

—Providing  Christian  coun- 
seling services  for  both 
ministers  and  lay  persons ; 

—  Providing  support  ser- 
vices, when  requested,  for 
all  of  our  church  enter- 
prises and  organizations ; 
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—Providing  facilities  for  de- 
nominational events;  and 

—Providing  a  positive  identi- 
ty for  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  in  higher  educa- 
tion and  in  public  affairs. 


DINNER  PLANNING 
SESSIONS  BEGIN  SOON 


Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss 


Pastors  and  members  of  the 
College  Dinner  Committees  are 
reminded  that  the  dinner  plan- 
ning sessions  will  be  held  begin- 
ning in  August. 

"Becoming  a  four-year  col- 
lege presents  Mount  Olive  with 
its  greatest  challenge  in  twenty 
years.  The  leadership  and  sup- 
port of  all  the  churches  is  in- 
dispensable," said  Mrs.  Ackiss, 
dinner  coordinator  and  assis- 
tant in  Development. 

The  meetings  are  set  to 
finalize  plans  for  the  dinners, 
including  the  date  and  the 
distribution  of  literature.  An 
up-to-date  report  on  the  College 
will  also  be  given,  according  to 
Mrs.  Ackiss. 

Since  the  annual  dinners 
were  begun  in  1963,  they  have 
been  the  means  of  providing 
$1,800,000  in  gift  support  for  the 
college.  This  support  has 
helped  Mount  Olive  grow  from 
a  struggling  two-year  college  in 
an  old  elementary  school 
building  to  the  beginning  of  a 
four-year  program  on  a 
beautiful  110  acre  campus. 

The  dinners  have  also  pro- 
vided funds  for  scholarships  to 


assist  worthy  students  in  attain- 
ing an  education. 

The  August  planning  session 
schedule  is  listed  below. 

Planning  Sessions  for  Mount 
Olive  College  Dinners 

Lenoir  County,  Tuesday,  August  21, 

7:30  p.m.,  First  Church,  Kinston. 
Greene  County,  Thursday,  August  23, 

7:30  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church,  near 

Snow  Hill. 
Beaufort  County,  Friday,  August  24, 

7:30  p.m.,  Memorial  Chapel  Church, 

near  Chocowinity. 
Nash  County,  Sunday,  August  26,  4:30 

p.m.,    Free    Union   Church,  near 

Spring  Hope. 
Edgecombe-Halifax  Counties,  Monday, 

August  27,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church, 

Tarboro. 

Wayne  County,  Tuesday,  August  28, 
7:30  p.m.,  First  Church,  Goldsboro. 

Onslow-New  Hanover-Brunswick  Coun- 
ties, Thursday,  August  30,  7:30  p.m., 
Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone. 

Carteret  County,  Friday,  August  31, 
7:30  p.m.,  Crab  Point  Church,  near 
Morehead  City. 

1984  COLLEGE  DINNERS 

Each  year  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege holds  a  series  of  seventeen 
dinners  throughout  eastern 
North  Carolina  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  every  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist an  opportunity  to  make  an 
investment  in  its  work.  Oppor- 
tunities for  gifts  are  also  ex- 
tended to  alumni  and  friends  of 
the  College. 

No  tickets  are  sold  but  all  in- 
terested persons  are  invited  to 
make  a  contribution  in  the 
amount  of  their  choosing.  The 
dinners  are  open  to  all  friends 
of  the  College  and  those  who  at- 
tend are  guests  of  the  College. 
Total  attendance  is  nearly  4,000 
annually.  Gifts  to  the  1983  din- 
ners totalled  $166,181. 

The  dinners  are  organized  by 
counties  with  a  county  chair- 
man and  steering  committee. 
Each  participating  church  also 
has  a  chairman  and  committee 
which  plan  the  College  cam- 
paign in  the  local  church.  At  the 
dinner  each  church  publically 
announces  its  contribution.  The 
churches  with  the  greatest  gift 
support  are  usually  those  who 
invite  each  family  and  local 
friends  of  the  College  to  con- 
tribute. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR 
FISCAL  YEAR 
June  30,  1983- July  1,  1984 


ALBEMARLE 

Albemarle  Union  Meeting  $  54.28 
Albemarle  Layman's  League  100.00 
Albemarle  District 

Auxiliary  Convention  751.48 

Belhaven  25.00 

Cape  Colony  209.55 

Corinth  50.00 
Free  Union  ( Beaufort  County )  12.84 

Hickory  Chapel  663.09 

Malachi's  Chapel  318.00 

Mount  Tabor  370.77 

Mount  Zion  572.34 

Plymouth,  First  20.27 

St.  Paul  425.00 

Shiloh  1,083.15 

Sidney  937.84 

Sound  Side  425.77 

Union  Chapel  626.42 

Total  $  6,645.80 

CAPE  FEAR 

Bethel  $  225.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference  196.94 

Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting  73.03 

Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  100.00 
Cape  Fear  District 

Auxiliary  Conference  27.45 

Casey's  Chapel  285.50 

Catalpa  55.00 

Eastwood  172.13 

Goldsboro,  First  1,195.00 

Haymount  2,580.09 

Hopewell  408.67 

Johnston  Union  320.00 

Lee's  Chapel  637.69 

Mount  Olive  40.00 

Oak  Grove  120.00 

Palmer  Memorial  874.12 

Pleasant  Grove  300.00 

Powhatan  1,943.23 

Riverside  320.00 

Robert's  Grove  345.00 

Saint  Mary's  Grove  200.15 

Saint  Paul  125.00 

Shady  Grove  438.76 

Smithfield,  First  190.00 

Steven's  Chapel  25.00 

Tee's  Chapel  220.00 

Victory  67.18 

West  Clinton  20.00 

Yelverton  Grove  273.75 

Total  $11,778.69 

CENTRAL 

Aspen  Grove  $  267.50 

Ayden  160.00 

Bethany  570.45 

Black  Jack  127.34 
Central  Conference 

Mission  Board  2,850.00 

Community  303.74 

Daniels  Chapel  1,569.30 


Dilda's  Grove  62.50 

Edge  wood  95.88 

Elm  Grove  763.67 
Fourth  Union 

Central  Conference  67.98 

Free  Union  558.00 
Friendship  (Greene  County)  1,024.20 

Greenville,  First  520.00 

Grifton  Mission  177.00 

Grimsley  240.00 

Gum  Swamp  801.40 

Harrell's  Chapel  910.00 

Hickory  Grove  573.18 

Howell  Swamp  165.00 

Hugo  921.05 

Hull  Road  1,448.98 

King's  Cross  Roads  3,696.61 

La  Grange  58.00 

Little  Creek  525.00 

Marlboro  932.42 

Ormondsville  559.00 

Otter's  Creek  388.86 

Owens  Chapel  520.00 

Peace  358.00 
Piney  Grove  ( Beaufort  County )  20.00 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt  County)  872.39 

Pleasant  Hill  480.00 

Reedy  Branch  385.16 

Rocky  Mount,  First  580.00 

Rose  Hill  1,027.00 

Rose  of  Sharon  401.91 

Saratoga  405.72 
Second  Union 

Central  Conference  50.31 
Second  Union 

Sunday  School  Convention  100.00 

Spring  Branch  820.00 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  410.00 

Tarboro,  First  1,615.00 

Walnut  Creek  150.00 

Watery  Branch  50.00 

Williamston,  First  144.18 

Winterville,  1,951.45 

Total  $30,678.68 

EASTERN 

Antioch  $  400.00 

Arapahoe  732.37 

Beaufort  229.96 

Bethlehem  250.00 

Bethel  100.00 

Beulaville  337.25 

Bridgeton  378.00 

British  Chapel  200.00 

Cabin  130.00 

Christian  Chapel  354.61 

Core  Creek  1,407.00 

Core  Point  Chapel  40.00 

Croatan  80.00 

Daly's  Chapel  100.00 
Daly's  Chapel  (Seven  Springs)  50.00 

Davis  326.03 

Deep  Run  60.00 

Dublin  Grove  50.00 
Eastern  Conference  Missions  1,200.00 

Edwards  Chapel  30.00 

Faith  200.00 


M?  dl  LI  1  V  Lie  ICLI  LKl  ) 

Q  on 

Fifth  Eastern 

Sunday  School  Convention 

10.00 

Fifth  Union 

80.00 

Folkstone 

655.00 

Free  Union 

40.00 

Friendship 

174.00 

Gethsemane 

250.00 

("Jomipl  Outrpaph 

15.00 

Grants  Chapel 

86.55 

Hillsberry 

307.00 

1  524.  9*5 

Indian  Spring's 

85.00| 

Taplf«ion  T-TpifrVit^ 

564.67 

Tuninpr  Ohanp] 

479.77 

PCirmtnn  First 

287.00 

T  iflnipr'*?  Ohflnpl 

UQ.111C1     O  V^llCtj-'Gl 

70.00 

lVTav's  Ohanpl 

J.YJ.CLV    o  V_/l  ICll-'d 

182.00 

TVTp  m  r»T*i  a  1 

1VJ.C  II IUI  ICLI 

55.00 

IVIvOCICj    o       1  CCiv 

320  0(1 

A/Toi i ri t  T-MpaQant 

IVIVJLillL  1    itr  CtoctllL 

77.75 

Mount  Zion  (Onslow  County) 

105.00 

Miount  Zion  (Pamlico County) 

400.00 

New  Bethlehem 

50.00 

T\Jp\»/  T-Tavpn 

11CW   1.  J.  CL  V  Cll 

210.00 

Northeast 

1,330.37 

Oak  firnvp 

V_/Ctrv  VJ1  \J  V  C 

181.50 

Oriental 

53.68 

Otwa  v 

36.50 

Pearsall  Chapel 

342.50 

Pilgrim's  Home 

150.00 

Pilgrims  Rest 

154.07 

Pinpu  CJmvp 

ST  II1C  V  VJ  1  \J  V  C 

125  00 

Rock  of  7iion 

1  IV'V   n   \J  L  £iIVJ  1 

1,215.00 

Rooty  Branch 

123.00 

ivUooCii  o      i  ccn. 

115.00 

^aintc  OpliP"Vit 

200  00 

St.  Mary's 

1,388.00 

^nnrtv  Plain 

OCLI1UV  I  1CIIII 

1,298.71 

Sa  rppta 

20.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

90.35 

Smyrna 

50.00 

Snow  Hill 

570.00 

Sound  View 

410.34 

Spring  Hope 

55.00 

Third  District 

Sunday  School  Conference 

35.00 

Third  District  Youth  Fellowship  50.00 

Third  Union 

476.81 

Trent 

510.62 

Vanceboro  Mission 

25.00 

Verona 

320.00 

Wardens  Grove 

323.22 

Warsaw,  First 

100.00 

Welcome  Home 

350.00 

Westside 

755.00 

Whaley's  Chapel 

280.00 

White  Hill 

70.00 

White  Oak 

181.75 

White  Oak  Grove 

120.00 

Wilmington,  First 

65.00 

Wintergreen 

530.27 

Woodrow,  First 

40.00 

Total 

$24,834.10 

INDIVIDUALS 

Albertson,  Dale 

$  130.00 
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lal  L,  JVXIo.  W11UUI 

on  nn 

oU.UU 

iawkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 

7n  nn 
1  u.uu 

layes,  Mrs.  Jenny 
icdin,  jdmes 

ok  nn 

p;  nn 
O.UU 

ncinuuii,  odidn 

oc  nn 
zO.UU 

Jill  T^QiriH 
alii,  UdvlU 

on  nn 
oU.UU 

■Till    T  me 
1.111,  LiOlS 

-i  n  nn 
1U.UU 

luiiana,  rvainieen 

on  nn 

zy.uu 

ioi  ne,  Anne  Hj  . 

10.00 

iott,  T.  W. 

20.00 

fowell,  W.H. 

20.00 
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Hunt,  James  B.  45.00 

Hurst,  Esther  55.00 

Jarrell,  Edwin  5.00 

Johnson,  Lou  Esther  40.00 

Johnson,  Verena  P.  200.00 

Jones,  Eula  20.00 

Jones,  Florence  10.00 

Jones,  Ralph  E.  10.00 

Jones,  Joe  Superette  10.00 

Jones,  Bruce  150.00 

Joyner,  Brenda  G.  20.00 

Kennedy,  Dean  50.00 

Kennedy,  Mamie  250.00 

Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  50.00 
Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rocky  300.00 

Kermon,  Mrs.  T.  M.  10.00 

Kirby,  Mattie  10.00 

Kirby,  Wallace  10.00 

Krouse,  Helen  J.  20.00 

Lanier,  Leonard  10.00 

Little,  Mildred  25.00 

Link,  Mattie  10.00 

Lupton,  Mrs.  C.  S.  5.00 

McCoy,  L.  V.  30.00 

McRoy,  Mildred  10.00 

Manning,  Elza  20.00 
Men's  Whiteville  Hunting  Club  20.00 

Milliken,  Martha  10.00 

Mixon,  Sudie  20.00 

Mizell,  Irvin  30.00 

Moretz ,  Anna  H .  10.00 

Morris,  Mrs.  E.  C.  105.00 

Morris,  Reba  20.00 

Morris,  Velma  10.00 

Morris,  Mrs.  Clen  10.00 

Morris,  Vera  Lee  10.00 

Nealey,  Wade  20.00 

Ormond,  Betty  10.00 

Overman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  10.00 

Owens,  James  R.  10.00 

Parker,  G.  W.  20.00 

Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  5.00 

Paul,  Verena  L.  10.00 

Peedin,  Doris  10.00 

Pittman,  Sarah  10.00 

Pope,  Geneva  10.00 

Pounds,  Margaret  10.00 

Price,  John  25.00 

Price,  Mozelle  25.00 

Proctor,  Layden  25.00 

Quinn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  20.00 
Radford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  25.00 

Reliable  Cleaners  10.00 

Riley,  Dianne  20.00 

Roper,  Dianne  1.24 

Roper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  50.01 

Sawyer,  Letha  25.00 

Sawyer,  Mary  B.  10.00 

Singleton,  Lillian  10.00 

Slade,  Mahugh  20.00 

Southerland,  Amelia  1.00 

Speight,  Mrs.  Melvin  15.00 

Starling,  Howard  200.00 

Starnes,  Addie  10.00 

Still,  Bernice  10.00 

Stilley,  Hazel  10.00 
Strickland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armie  22.50 

Strickland,  Dorothy  10.00 

Strickland,  Joe  20.00 

Stott,  Jean  30.00 

Stox,  Susie  E.  20.00 

Taylor,  Almeta  10.00 

Taylor,  Thoren  10.00 


Trinn  CVlia  C 

30.00 

Tugwell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  C. 

10.00 

Tyson,  l\£ary  J. 

on  nn 
oU.UU 

wdru,  v^nesier 

tfO.UU 

wdrci,  ividry  cj . 

90  nn 

vv  di  u,  rvuuci  i  jzj  . 

20.00 

Wdl  I  Gil,  j-'cooie 

i  k  nn 

Webster,  Alice 

in  on 

Woct  TTctoll 
WcoL,  Hibteil 

60  00 

wriiieiiui oi,  ivii .  aiiu  ivii  o  rvdipn 

m  nn 

VVlllldlllo,  V  Idlln 

40.00 

WillifnT*H   Mrc  Ralr\h 
VV  11111UI  U,,  IVII  b.  rvdipii 

10.00 

Willie   T-I  Th" 
vviiiio,  n .  hj  . 

30.00 

Woodall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy 

20.00 

Total  $ 

5,653.13 

PIT  TP  nirip 

DcaVCI  Ualll  «p 

1  888  93 

X  |  UUU  ■  *J  o 

v_/ypi  ebb  v_/i  eeK 

904  66 

Hjiiiei  bun 

AT  o ppHnni  a 

IVI-Ct^CUlJIlICl 

^20  00 

iviuuiii  v-/divdi  y 

99^  on 

>JaK  vj I  UVC 

1  344.07 

l        j—/t;e  i  liulii  ictxiiy 

50.00 

ir ee  Ucc  uibti  ici  Auxnidi  y 

Qn  on 

x  ee  ucc  vjiiiun  i>mnuei  j. 

80.00 

Poo  Hdo  TTt*ii/"*n  Numhor  9 
ice  Ucc  UIllvJIl      UIHUCl  £t 

100.00 

1  IlUIIlaoUUI  \J 

9on  nn 

White  Oak 

64.91 

Total  $ 

6,251.85 

¥>  I  IT  FY!H  O  XT  T 

Pflthedral  Si 

20.00 

rjdbl  ibOCKlJlglldlll 

9n  nn 

HnnH  ^f»w  Tahprniiplp 

VjUUU  in  c  W    1  ClUCl  IICL^IC 

25.00 

I-fip^h  Roitit 

1  llgl  1  -L  Willi' 

203.38 

Hi  crhl  q  nH  Pinpc 

n If^I  HcXl  IvJ  L  lIICo 

20.00 

Ll\Jiy  V^I  Ubb 

25.00 

House  of  Prayer 

100.00 

Total  $ 

413.38 

WESTERN 

A  fro  no  *C 

Agape  $ 

okc\  nn 

Rorripo  T^Iill 

Ddi  iicb  mil 

400  00 

DldL rv  Jatn  vjl  uvc 

50.00 

RrannVi  Ohanpl 

i—Ji.  ell  IL  1  1        1  1  (1 17v  1 

1  500  00 

J.  ,,  U\J\J  .  \J\J 

v_/di  v  di  y 

154.40 

J-JUI  iidiil ,  P  11  bL 

i  in  nn 

TTlu/nnd  T  .jitip 

Hj  l  W  UUU  I—JCLIlC 

124.38 

Cj  Vclcll  L/Ildpcl 

tJ,^«J*±  .  J7  J. 

PTaith  lVTi "^^iOTi 

jl  di  in  iviiocivii 

410.00 

C  CllUWolUU 

25.00 

jf  ioou  b  ^-iidpei 

f!9  nn 

TTiftVi  TTninn 
ju  11LI1  VJIllUIl 

4.7c;  nn 

r  11  M    VV  CMCl  11  UloLl  IV^L 

Hnnrtav  ^nVinnl  ("'nni/nntinn 

OUIlUCLy  OLI1UU1            1  V  C 1 1  LIWl  1 

100.00 

Li 1      o  Qni  T*i  T 
jf  I  cc  opil  It 

9fi7  nn 

jt  I  cc  VJIllUIl 

97n  nn 

JL  1C111W11L 

905  00 

Th1  v\  p  n  c\  ^  h  i  n 

JL    1  ICUUOIUU 

630  00 

T-Tnllv  S'HT'inf^1^ 

40.00 

Kenly 

KKA  KK 

T  .ittlp  RnpLr 

1  nQ9  ^n 

J.  ,U*7^  .  <JU 

IVJ-dl  oil  OWcLIIip 

1  341.23 

iviciiiui  idi  ^iidpei 

<in  nn 
iu.uu 

1V11CI  KJ 

TWi  1  hni  i  T*n  i  p 
1V111UWUI  iiic 

P>9n  nn 

u^u.uu 

iviuui i l  zjuji i  ^  vv  iisui i  v^uui i l y  } 

4.n  nn 

1VHJUI1L  / J 1  \ / 1 1  \  IN  doll  v^U U 1 1  ty  ) 

340.00 

TSJo\»7  Qanrlv  T-Till 
iNcW  odiiuy  rllll 

1 1  p»  nn 

110. uu 

Odk  Grove 

646.49 

People's  Chapel 

240.00 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Scripture  Reading  — Jeremiah  19-22 
EVEN  THOUGH  HE  HAD  DONE  NOTHING 
An  old  gentleman  who  came  to  our  house  for 
milk  and  butter  once  asked  my  mother  the  way 
of  salvation.  She  quoted  John  3:16,  but  it  seemed 
that  that  was  not  enough.  He  had  never  had 
much  of  this  world's  goods  or  opportunities,  and 
the  realization  that  he  had  never  done  anything 
for  God  troubled  him.  Then  Mother  said,  "Roe, 
it's  'by  grace  through  faith'  that  you  are  saved, 
not  by  works."  A  new  light  filled  the  old  man's 
eyes.  "Do  you  believe  that?"  he  asked.  "I  cer- 
tainly do,"  Mother  replied.  "Then  there  is  hope 
for  me,  even  though  I've  never  done  nothing." 
She  again  reminded  him  of  God's  mercies  and 
that  Christ  died  for  him.  A  few  days  later  the  old 
fellow  took  desperately  ill.  A  friendly  Christian 
asked  him,  "Is  it  well?"  With  a  smile  the  feeble 
voice  replied,  "By  grace  through  faith  I'm 
ready.  Don't  you  know  that  Jesus  died  for  me?  I 
only  wish  I  could  have  lived  a  little  longer  so  I 
could  do  something  for  Him,  but  it's  all  right." 


Let  us  beware,  Christians,  that  we  don't 
frustrate  the  grace  of  God,  for  He  says, 
"Whosoever  will'  may  be  saved. 


MONDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  23-25 

WASHING  THE  WOOL 

A  clergyman  walking  near  a  brook,  observed 
a  woman  washing  wool  in  a  stream.  This  was 
done  by  putting  it  in  a  sieve,  and  then  dipping  the 
sieve  in  the  water  repeatedly,  until  the  wool 
became  white  and  clean. 

He  asked  the  woman  if  she  knew  him. 

"Oh,  yes,  sir,"  she  said;  "I  shall  have  reason 
to  bless  God  to  eternity  for  having  heard  you 
preach  some  years  ago.  Your  sermon  was  the 
means  of  doing  me  much  good." 

"I  rejoice  to  hear  it.  Pray,  what  was  the  sub- 
ject?" 

"Ah,  sir,  I  can't  recollect  that,  my  memory 
is  so  bad." 

"How  then  can  the  sermon  have  done  you  so 
much  good,  if  you  don't  remember  even  what  it 
was  about?" 

"Sir,  my  mind  is  like  this  sieve:  the  sieve 
does  not  hold  the  water,  but  as  the  water  runs 
through,  it  cleanses  the  wool;  so  my  memory 

12 


does  not  retain  the  words  I  hear,  but  as  they  pass 
through  my  heart,  by  God's  grace  they  cleanse 
it." 


Now  I  no  longer  love  sin,  and  every  day  I  en- 
treat my  Saviour  to  wash  me  in  His  own  blood, 
and  to  cleanse  me  from  all  pollution. 


TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading- Jeremiah  26-28 

THE  OPEN  DOOR 
One  warm  summer  afternoon,  a  bird  flew| 
through  the  open  door  into  a  chapel  where  divine 
service  was  being  conducted.  Full  of  fear  it  flew 
backward  and  forward  near  the  ceiling  and 
against  the  windows,  vainly  seeking  a  way  out  in- 
to the  sunshine.  In  one  of  the  pews  sat  a  lady  who1 
observed  the  bird,  thinking  how  foolish  it  was  not 
to  fly  out  through  the  open  door  into  liberty.  At 
last  the  bird's  strength  being  gone,  it  rested  a 
moment  on  one  of  the  rafters.  Then,  seeing  the1 
open  door,  it  flew  out  into  the  sunshine,  venting: 
its  joy  in  a  song.  The  lady  who  had  been  watching  i 
the  little  bird  thought  to  herself:  "Am  I  not 
acting  as  foolishly  as  I  thought  the  bird  was?1 
How  long  have  I  been  struggling  under  the> 
burden  of  my  sin  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  get  free, 
and  all  the  while  the  door  of  God's  grace  has  been  I 
wide  open." 


Then  and  there  the  decision  was  formed  to 
enter  in. 

WEDNESDAY,  90 
AUGUST 

Scripture  Reading  — Jeremiah  29-31 
"MY  GRACE  IS  SUFFICIENT  FOR  THEE" 
The  other  evening  I  was  riding  home  after  a 
heavy  day's  work;  I  felt  very  wearied,  and  sore 
depressed,  when  swiftly,  and  suddenly  as  a 
lightning  flash,  that  text  came  to  me:  'My  grace 
is  sufficient  for  thee.'  I  reached  home  and  looked 
it  up  in  the  original,  and  at  last  it  came  to  me  in 
this  way,  'My  grace  is  sufficent  for  thee,'  and  I 
said,  'I  should  think  it  is,  Lord,'  and  burst  out 
laughing. 

"I  never  fully  understood  what  the  holy 
laughter  of  Abraham  was  until  then.  It  seemed  to 
make  unbelief  so  absurd.  It  was  as  though  some 
little  fish,  being  very  thirsty,  was  troubled  about 
drinking  the  river  dry,  and  Father  Thames  said, 
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Drink  away,  little  fish,  my  stream  is  sufficient 
for  thee.'  Or,  it  seemed  like  a  little  mouse  in  the 
granaries  of  Egypt,  after  the  seven  years  of 
blenty,  fearing  it  might  die  of  famine;  Joseph 
bight  say,  'Cheer  up,  little  mouse,  my  granaries 
Lre  sufficient  for  thee.'  Again,  I  imagined  a  man 
jiway  up  yonder,  in  a  lofty  mountain,  saying,  to 
iimself,  'I  breathe  so  many  cubic  feet  of  air 
jvery  day,  I  fear  I  shall  exhaust  the  oxygen  in 
he  atmosphere,'  but  the  earth  might  say, 
Breathe  away,  O  man,  and  fill  thy  lungs  ever, 
ny  atmosphere  is  sufficient  for  thee,'  O 
:rethren,  be  great  believers!" 


Little  faith  will  bring  your  souls  to  Heaven, 
tut  great  faith  will  bring  Heaven  to  your  souls. 


rHURSDAY,  2„ 
kuGUST  ^ 


icripture  Reading— Jeremiah  32,  33 

dAN'S  WORK  COMPARED  TO  GOD'S  GRACE 

Longfellow  could  take  a  worthless  sheet  of 
)aper,  write  a  poem  on  it,  and  make  it  worth 
>6, 000— that's  genius. 

Rockefeller  could  sign  his  name  to  a  piece  of 
>aper  and  make  it  worth  a  million 
lollars— that's  capital. 

Uncle  Sam  can  take  gold,  stamp  an  eagle  on 
it,  and  make  it  worth  $20.00— that's  money. 

A  mechanic  can  take  material  that  is  worth 
mly  $5.00  and  make  it  worth  $50.00— that's  skill. 

An  artist  can  take  a  fifty-cent  piece  of  can- 
fas,  paint  a  picture  on  it,  and  make  it  worth 
,1,000— that's  art. 


God  can  take  a  worthless,  sinful  life,  wash  it 
n  the  blood  of  Christ,  put  His  Spirit  in  it,  and 
nake  it  a  blessing  to  humanity— that's  salvation. 


FRIDAY, 
MJGUST 
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icripture  Reading— Jeremiah  34-36 

"SNEAKING  INTO  HEAVEN" 
I  was  once  asked  to  visit  an  old  Scotchman 
vho  was  dying.  He  was  anxious  about  his  soul, 
or  he  was  unprepared  to  meet  God.  After  a  few 
jdsits  the  truth  dawned  upon  him,  and  through 
'epentance  and  faith  he  experienced  the  joy  of 
orgiveness,  and  the  assurance  of  eternal  life, 
lust  before  he  died  he  said  to  me,  with  obvious 
{•egrets:  "I  feel  such  a  sneak  because  I've  served 
■Jatan  all  my  life  and  only  now  at  the  end  of  my 
ife  have  I  yielded  my  heart  to  God."  His  con- 
science told  him  it  was  a  mean,  despicable  way 
fo  serve  His  Master  and  Redeemer.  It  is  a  com- 
jorting  thought  that  God  is  so  ready  to  receive 
ind  pardon  us,  though  we  have  spurned  Him  all 
)ur  days. 
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Salvation  is  all  of  grace,  whether  we  are 
saved  in  youth  or  in  old  age. 

SATURDAY,  «k 
AUGUST 

Scripture  Reading  — Jeremiah  37-40 

TWO  MIRACLES 
A  big,  wealthy  city  church  had  three  mis- 
sions. On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  New  Year,  all 
the  members  of  the  mission  churches  came  to 
the  city  church  for  Communion.  In  those  mission 
churches  were  some  outstanding  cases  of  con- 
version—thieves, burglars,  and  so  forth— but  all 
knelt  side  by  side  at  the  Communion  rail.  On  one 
such  occasion,  the  pastor  saw  an  erstwhile 
burglar  kneel  beside  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  England— the  judge  who  had  sent  him  to 
jail,  where  he  had  served  seven  years.  After  his 
release  he  was  converted  and  became  a  Chris- 
tian worker.  Neither  seemed  to  see  the  other. 
After  the  service,  the  judge,  walking  home  with 
the  pastor,  said,  "Did  you  notice  who  was  kneel- 
ing beside  me  at  the  Lord's  Table  this  morning? ' ' 
"Yes,"  replied  the  pastor,  "but  I  did  not  know 
that  you  noticed  it."  Presently  the  judge  ex- 
claimed, "What  a  miracle  of  grace!"  "Yes,  a 
marvelous  miracle  of  grace,"  replied  the  pastor. 
"But  to  whom  do  you  refer?"  queried  the  judge. 
"To  So-and-so,"  said  the  pastor,  mentioning  the 
name  of  the  burglar.  "I  was  not  referring  to 
him,"  said  the  judge;  "I  was  thinking  of 
myself."  "You  were  thinking  of  yourself?" 
"Yes,  it  did  not  cost  that  burglar  much  to  get 
converted  when  he  came  out  of  jail.  He  had 
nothing  but  a  history  of  crime  behind  him,  and 
when  he  saw  Jesus  as  his  Saviour,  he  knew  there 
was  salvation  and  hope  and  joy  for  him.  But  look 
at  me !  I  was  taught  from  earliest  infancy  to  live 
as  a  gentleman;  that  my  word  was  to  be  my 
bond;  that  I  was  to  say  my  prayers,  go  to  church, 
take  Communion,  and  so  on.  I  went  through  Ox- 
ford, took  my  degrees,  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
eventually  became  a  judge.  Man,  nothing  but  the 
grace  of  God  could  have  caused  me  to  admit  that 
I  was  a  sinner  on  a  level  with  that  burglar! " 


It  was  harder  for  him  to  get  converted  than 
for  that  burglar! 

Portions  selected  from  Knight  's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  <£cfioot  Jlzaon 


For  August  19 

MEASURED 
BY  THE  WORD 

Lesson  Text:  2  Kings  22:10-16; 
23:1-3 

Memory  Verse:  2  Kings  22:8 

The  Bible  is  a  book  that 
changes  lives  and  social 
climates  and  even  nations. 
When  it  is  read  and  believed,  it 
releases  powerful  currents  of 
life  in  the  soul  of  man.  It  brings 
men  into  contact  with  the  living 
God,  not  with  dead  ideas.  The 
New  Testament,  of  course,  tells 
of  One  who  is  the  Son  of  God 
who  came  and  lived  in  simplici- 
ty and  humility  among  us.  Yet 
He  spoke  words  of  penetrating 
and  uplifting  truth,  performed 
acts  of  mighty  power,  and  gave 
His  life  for  our  redemption.  He 
came  forth  alive  from  the 
grave  and  offers  in  and  through 
His  words  preserved  in  this 
book  eternal  life  to  all  who 
believe  in  Him  and  do  His  will. 

This  book  gives  men  hope  and 
faith  and  love.  It  brings  to 
human  life  purity  and  peace 
and  power.  When  the  Bible  has 
not  been  read,  believed,  or 
obeyed,  faith  has  languished, 
hope  has  died,  and  love  has 
grown  cold.  The  whole  history 
of  the  Bible  is  one  of  tremen- 
dous impact  on  human  life. 
This  was  true  in  the  days  of 
Wycliffe,  of  Luther,  of  Tyndale, 
of  Wesley,  and  of  all  who  have 
taken  its  message  seriously  and 
proclaimed  it  strenuously. 

When  the  Bible  is  introduced 
into  the  life  of  a  people  today, 
great  changes  occur.  Thus  we 
may  well  believe  that  every  ef- 
fort to  translate  the  Word  into 
the  language  of  various  peoples 
of  the  world  will  bring  great 
blessings.  The  Word,  of  course, 
has  to  be  read  and  understood 
and  preached.  But  all  this  waits 


for  its  ultimate  success  on  the 
availability  of  the  Book  of  God. 

We  should  also  be  encour- 
aged by  the  new  translations  of 
the  Scriptures  into  the  English 
tongue  in  our  country.  Such 
spreading  of  the  truth  of  God 
must  be  of  great  significance. 
When  we  couple  this  with  the 
growing  concern  for  small 
group  Bible  studies  that  is  evi- 
dent in  many  areas,  the 
grounds  for  real  spiritual 
changes  are  being  laid. 

The  study  of  a  great  national 
change  brought  about  by  the 
discovering  of  and  the  reading 
of  God's  Word  in  ancient  Judah 
should  be  a  challenge  and  an  in- 
spiration to  us. 

In  last  week's  lesson  we 
learned  of  the  religious  reforms 
brought  about  in  Judah  by  the 
good  king,  Hezekiah.  Unfor- 
tunately those  reforms  were 
not  long  lasting.  Upon 
Hezekiah's  death,  his  son 
Manasseh  ascended  to  the 
throne,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
worst  of  the  kings  of  Judah.  Not 
only  did  he  promote  the  lower 
and  baser  forms  of  religion,  but 
he  persecuted  those  of  the  pure 
faith.  His  was  a  long  and  evil 
reign  of  fifty-five  years,  and  in 
the  two-year  reign  of  his  son 
Amon  no  attempt  was  made  to 
correct  the  abuses  in  the  land. 
When  Amon  was  murdered, 
Josiah  his  son,  at  the  age  of 
eight,  was  made  king.  It  seems 
that  Hilkiah,  the  high  priest, 
served  as  his  adviser. 

The  worship  of  "other  gods" 
by  the  kings  and  princes  of 
Judah  and  by  most  of  the  peo- 
ple had  resulted  in  the  ne- 
glect of  the  temple.  Worship  in 
the  temple  had  not  been  aban- 
doned, but  it  had  been 
desecrated  by  the  actions  of 
Manasseh  (2  Kings  21:4-9). 

About  621  B.C.,  Josiah 
ordered  that  repairs  be  made 
upon  the  house  of  God.  We  read 


that  the  people's  offerings  wert 
used  to  help  with  the  remodel 
ing  work.  These  gifts  wen 
turned  in  at  the  doors  as  people 
entered  and  left  the  temple 
(2  Kings  22:4).  Since  we  note| 
the  use  of  carpenters,  builders 
and  masons,  there  must  have 
been  an  extensive  work  ir1 
progress  (v.  6). 

Those  to  whom  the  work  wa; 
entrusted  worked  so  faithfullj 
that  not  even  an  accounting  o: 
funds  was  asked  (2  Kings  22:7)  j 
In  the  course  of  the  renovatior 
a  discovery  was  made  that  was 
destined  to  have  an  effect  upor1 
the  Hebrew  people  and 
through  them,  upon  man^ 
others  for  all  time  to  come 
Hilkiah  found  the  Book  of  the 
Law  in  the  temple.  Hilkiah 
brought  the  Book  to  Shaphan 
the  scribe,  who  read  it  and  ther 


brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
king. 

For  the  correction  of  many 
extreme  positions,  the  answer 
lies  in  a  more  thorough  anc 
open-minded  reading  of  the 
Word.  The  Word  is  an  objective 
revelation.  If  we  submit  oui 
hearts  and  minds  to  it,  we  will 
not  be  tossed  about  on  a  sea  oi, 
spiritual  subjectivity. 

Shaphan  read  God's  re  vela 
tion  of  truth  to  Josiah,  and  that 
gave  the  impetus  and  direction; 
for  Josiah' s  reform  in  Judah. 
God's  objective  standard  ol 
truth— the  Bible— is  yet  in  our; 
midst.  All  who  read  it  honestly 
and  reverently  will  find  direc 1 
tion  for  spiritual  renewal. 


Gracious  God,  how  mighty  is 
that  Word  we  have  among  us! 
What  a  history  it  has  and  what 
changes  it  has  made  in  men's! 
lives  and  destinies.  Help  us  tc! 
know  it,  to  love  it,  and  to  heedj 
its  truth.  Amen.— Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 
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HOME  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

ine  Level  615.00 

'iney  Grove  325.00 

1  easant  Grove  600 . 50 

leasant  Hill  315.00 

'leasant  Plain  135.00 

tains  Cross  Roads  30.00 

[ock  Springs  20.00 

iosebud  162.50 

t.  Mary's  950.00 

felma  100.00 

nerron  Acres  590.00 

pringHill  2,405.00 

tancil's  Chapel  595.45 

toney  Creek  3,875.58 

Jtony  Hill  320.00 

rinity  2,020.00 

nion  Chapel  71.78 

nion  Grove  1,080.00 

nity  (Durham)  200.00 

nity  (Wilson)  170.00 

fatson '  s  Grove  50 . 00 
Western  Auxiliary  Conference  250.00 

[estern  District  Youth  25 .00 

filson,  First  1,323.80 
Total  $32,270.43 


THERS 

t.  Cloud,  Florida  $ 
a.mp  Vandemere  Auxiliary 
prth  Carolina  State  Auxiliary 
aul  Palmer 
Association,  Georgia 
ish  Offering  Mission  Rally 
ksh  Offering  Singing 
vangelism  Conference 
Total 


265.00 
80.02 
625.79 

,350.00 
213.75 
160.00 
258.12 


$  2,952.68 
TAL  CONTRIBUTIONS :  $121,478.74 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
APPROACHING 

The  annual  meeting  of 
the  membership  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.  will  be 
held  in  the  Multi-purpose 
Room  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation 
Building,  811  North  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina,  on  Tuesday, 
September  4,  at  10  a.m. 


COMING  EVENTS 

ugust — Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  State  Convention  Pro- 
motional Month 
ugust  13-17— Youth  Camp, 
Camp  Vandemere 
ugust  13-18— Woman's  Auxili- 
|  ary  II  at  Cragmont 


August    17 — Home  Missions 

Board  of  Directors  Meeting 
August  18-25 — Children's  Home 

Resident  Summer  Vacation 
August  21 — Month  Olive  Board 

of  Trustees,  9:30  a.m.,  Moye 

Library 

August  21 — Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  State  Convention, 
10  a.m.,  Mount  Olive  College 

August  25 — Piedmont  Confer- 
ence 

NO  BAPTIST 

Due  to  our  policy  of  printing 
only  48  issues  a  year,  there  will 
not  be  a  Free  Will  Baptist  paper 
dated  August  29.  The  next  issue 
will  be  September  5. 


PLEASE  NOTE 
As  of  this  printing,  three 
denominational  enter- 
prises have  turned  in  their 
reports  for  the  State  Con- 
vention Report  Booklet. 
All  others  are  due  to  the 
Press  no  later  than  Mon- 
day, August  20,  1984.  (All 
reports  which  were  to  be 
printed  by  the  Press  were 
due  in  by  the  13th.) 

Reports  for  the  booklet 
will  not  be  accepted  after 
August  20.  There  will  be  no 
exceptions! 


EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

How  thankful  I  am  that  no  one  sits  around  and  records  all 
the  errors  I  make.  Or  do  they?  Or  do  you  with  others?  You  don't 
if  you  seriously  care  about  others  and  encourage  them. 

Come  on,  let's  face  it.  It  is  time  that  we  ease  off.  If  our 
perfect  Lord  is  gracious  enough  to  take  our  worst,  our  most  bor- 
ing, our  least  successful,  our  leaning-tower  failures,  our  Edsel 
flops,  and  forgive  them  and  bury  them  in  the  depths  of  the  seas, 
then  it  is  high  time  we  give  each  other  a  break.  (In  fact,  He 
promised  full  acceptance,  along  with  forgiveness— and  that 
comes  without  an  erratum  sheet.  Isn't  His  grace  amazing?) 

After  all,  imperfection  is  one  of  the  things  we  all  have  in 
common.  So  then,  when  one  of  us  blows  it,  how  about  a  little 
support  from  the  rest  of  us? 

Oops,  correction:  How  about  a  lot  of  support? 


iHE 


EVANGELISM  RALLY  FOR  STATE  CONVENTION 
SEPTEMBER  11,  1984,  7:30  P.M. 
This  year's  State  Convention  will  begin,  as  have  the  last  two, 
with  a  strong  emphasis  on  evangelism.  We  have  planned  a  very 
inspirational  service  this  year;  and  we  need  your  help  in  making 
the  Convention  a  success.  We  need  to  start  our  Convention  with 
a  great  worship  service.  We  plan  to  have  a  300-voice  choir  and 
invite  all  who  like  to  sing  to  be  a  part  of  this  choir.  Brother  Mott 
Batchelor  will  lead  the  music. 

Dr.  James  McCluskey,  pastor  of  Wallace  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  will  be  our  keynote  speaker. 
Mr.  McCluskey  is  widely  traveled  and  experienced  as  a  con- 
ference speaker.  He  is  pastor  of  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
churches  in  Knoxville  and  is  a  seminar  leader  for  Evangelism  Ex- 
plosion. 


Special  Note:  The  choir  will  assemble  in  Rodgers  Chapel  at  6:45  p.m.  for  a  brief 
rehearsal  and  will  go  in  processional  to  College  Hall. 
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Yes,  our  Wilson  store  has  moved  to  the  Regency 
Plaza  and  is  now  located  at  2101  South  Tarboro 
Street.  Stop  by  to  browse;  and  see  us  about  your 
church  supply  needs. 
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Edited  and  published  forty-eight  times  a  year  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  811 
North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0158. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  2094-4000). 

All  materials  to  be  placed  in  any  issue  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  editor  seven  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation and  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
beliefs  or  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given 
the  person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to 
the  person  submitting  said  article. 

Items  for  publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  P.  O.  Box  158,  Ayden. 
North  Carolina  28513-0158. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one 
year.  $8.84;  two  years,  $16.12;  four  years,  $31.20  (in- 
cluding sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents); 
residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30  respec- 
tively (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  discount  given 
when  local  churches  send  the  "Baptist"  to  the  home 
of  every  member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  pro- 
vided by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 

Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25  or  more  "Baptists"  are 
sent  to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstores  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5  p.m.,  Mon- 
day—Saturday. 

New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m., 
Monday— Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors 

Dewey  Boling,  President;  C.  Felton  Godwin,  Vice 
President;  Ruth  Taylor,  Secretary;  Adrian  Grubbs, 
Assistant  Secretary;  Robert  May;  Eddie  Edwards. 
Marice  DeBruhl;  James  Billy  Hardee;  De  Wayne 
Eakes;  David  W.  Hansley,  Chairman  Emeritus. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Bobby  Pennington, 
Financial  Director;  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editor  of 
Literature. 


Gray  Crayon  Christians'? 

Suppose  I  were  to  go  to  your  home,  stand  on  your  plush, 
new  living  room  carpet,  and  juggle  several  uncooked  eggs.  If  !i 
you  realized  just  how  incompetent  I  am  at  juggling,  you  might 
be  rather  nervous. 

Suppose  I  continued  to  toss  the  eggs  in  the  air  and  prom- ' 
ised  you  that  as  a  result  of  my  saying  a  few  words,  the  eggs  1 
will  remain  in  the  air,  suspended  in  space.  You  would  surely  ' 
harbor  strong  doubts  about  my  sanity,  perhaps  wondering  if  I 
were  speaking  in  jest.  You  probably  could  not  hustle  me  out  of 
your  home  quickly  enough. 

Such  conduct  would  surely  mark  me  as  being  eccentric,  if  1 
not  slightly  deranged.  And  yet  we  treat  life,  truth,  and  error  no  \ 
more  seriously  than  you  would  my  promise  of  free-floating  1 
eggs. 

The  meanings  of  the  terms  truth  and  error  seem  so  clear  1 
when  we  examine  them  in  a  dictionary.  But  how  fuzzy  they  1 
become  whenever  we  take  a  real  human  situation  and  add  the  - 
appeal  of  majority  opinion  and  emotions.  Without  even  being 
aware  of  it,  truth  can  become  strangely  shaded,  perhaps  even  I 
rigid. 

You  can  color  our  world  gray.  Nothing  is  dogmatic  or  ab-  ;j 
solute.  Our  world  is  not  crystal  clear  and  can  be  described,  at 
best,  as  foggy.  Strong  declarations  have  been  replaced  by  1 
vague  dialogue.  Our  world  has  become  so  indecisive  that  if  | 
you  were  to  take  a  yes-no  vote  on  most  any  issue,  the  "grays"  j! 
would  win.  Indecisiveness  has  been  around  for  years,  but  to-  I 
day  it  is  coming  out  of  the  closet,  and  doing  so  rather  ' 
fashionably.  It  has  become  chic  to  be  open-minded,  so  much  so 
that  we  stay  away  from  anyone  or  anything  that  hints  at  hav-  j 
ing  convictions  or  final  conclusions. 

"Once  to  every  man  and  nation  comes  the  moment  to 
decide  in  the  strife  of  Truth  and  Falsehood  for  the  good  or  evil 
side"  (Russel  Lowell).  Well,  the  time  is  now.  If  we  are  Chris- 
tians, we  must  decide  to  commit  ourselves  to  Christ-like  liv- 
ing. If  we  commit  ourselves  to  the  Lord,  we  must  study  His 
Word,  win  others  to  Christ,  increase  His  Kingdom  on  earth,  be 
good  stewards.  Continuing  as  we  are  says  to  all  who  see  us  that 
we  don't  care.  A  lack  of  growth  means  we  do  not  care  about 
others.  Absence  from  church  (when  we  are  not  providentially 
hindered)  means  we  have  things  we  had  rather  do  or 
somewhere  else  we  had  rather  be,  that  applies  to  night  ser- 
vices, too.  I  do  not  believe  we  are  to  wander  around  aimlessly, 
either,  for  ours  is  a  God  of  direction,  movement,  and  purpose. 

If  my  words  have  caused  you  to  even  think  about  your  life, 
color  me  happy. 

If  my  words  challenge  you  and  you  do  as  God  would  lead 
you,  color  me  pleased. 

The  crayon  box  is  in  your  hands. 
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FORTY-THREE  MINISTERS 
END  MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


by  Frank  Harrison 


The  Ministers'  Institute  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
!ge  on  August  6,  7,  1984,  was  attended  by  forty- 
|iree  ministers  and  a  number  of  ministers' 
Ives.  The  theme  for  the  program  was  "The 
erson  and  Ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Culpepper,  professor  of 
neology  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
sminary  and  a  former  missionary  to  Japan 
ft  30  years,  opened  the  session  with  a  biblical 
tudy  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Old  Testament 
ftd  in  the  New  Testament.  Dr.  Culpepper 
lated:  "Our  powerlessness  in  the  Church  and 
i  our  lives  is  due  to  our  neglect  of  the  work 
id  person  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  work  is  to 
»cus  upon  the  person  and  work  of  Christ. ' ' 

Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  chairman  of  the  Divi- 
on  of  Humanities  at  Mount  Olive  College,  did 
study  of  "Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
tiurch  History,"  in  which  he  traced  the 
pvelopment  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
jom  the  Early  Church  fathers  to  the  present 
me,  pointing  out  some  of  the  times  in  church 
istory  when  the  church  struggled  with  con- 
oversy  regarding  the  person  and  role  of  the 
oly  Spirit  in  the  Christian  faith. 

Dr.  Pelt  also  gave  a  presentation  on  "The 
ise  of  the  Modern  Charismatic  Movement,"  in 
hich  he  traced  some  of  the  roots  of  the  move- 
ment back  to  the  beginning  of  this  century  and 
is  subsequent  development,  especially  in  the 
]i60s  and  1970s  in  a  number  of  the  mainline 
jiurches. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  Rev.  Howard 
Ijcarling,  pastor  of  Otway  Free  Will  Baptist 
'hurch,  led  a  Bible  study  on  "The  Holy  Spirit 
|  the  Book  of  Acts."  The  session  was  both  in- 
'irmative  and  inspirational,  as  Mr.  Starling  led 
le  group  in  looking  at  the  role  of  the  Holy 
ipirit  in  the  New  Testament  church. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  pastor  of  Marsh 
livamp  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  a 
tember  of  the  Home  Missions  Board,  brought 
le  closing  message  on  "The  Holy  Spirit  and 
le  Mission  of  the  Church."  Those  present  were 
lallenged  and  inspired  as  Mr.  Wells  urged 
jem  to  yield  themselves  as  ministers  of  God, 
be  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  be 
)out  the  Father's  business  of  winning  men 
id  women  to  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Kingdom. 

(Mr.  Harrison  is  the  director  of  Church  Relations  at 
■\ount  Olive  College.)  » 


The  Rev.  Steve  Starnes  (let),  a  ministerial  student  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  welcomes  the  Rev.  Howard  Starling, 
pastor  of  Otway  Church,  Carteret  County,  to  the  Ministers' 
Institute  which  was  held  on  campus  recently.  Starnes  is 
Youth  Minister  at  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Goldsboro. 


Pausing  during  a  break  are  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Narron  (left) 

who  is  currently  serving  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  as  In- 
stallation Staff  Chaplain  of  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 
Base,  Goldsboro,  and  the  Rev.  Chester  H.  Pelt  of  Marianna, 
Florida.  Mr.  Pelt  was  the  first  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  to 
serve  as  a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  armed  forces. 


Members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Church  Rela- 
tions met  while  the  ministers  were  gathered  on  campus.  The 
committee  serves  as  a  denominational  advisory  body  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  Administration  of  the  college  on  all 
matters  regarding  educational  services  to  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 
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WOMEN  HAVE  MINI  CONFERENCE 

by  Dola  Dudley 

The  First  Woman's  Mini  Conference  was  held  at  Cragmont,  July  27-29,  1984.  W 
were  very  pleased  with  the  attendance  of  thirty  women. 

The  conference  began  on  Friday  evening  with  a  getting-to-know-you  activity.  Thijj 
was  fpllowed  by  a  skit  entitled,  "Lord,  I  Want  to  Know  Your  Will."  In  this  skit  Sherylj 
Wood  conversed  with  God,  whose  voice  was  done  by  Bruce  Dudley,  a  Cragmon] 
employee.  The  evening  closed  with  a  candle-wish  vesper  service. 

After  the  delicious  breakfast,  served  by  the  Cragmont  staff,  we  delved  into  the 
meat  of  our  conference.  The  program  consisted  of  three  presentations:  1.  "Cameo  o: 
Virtue"  by  Lynnette  Summerlin;  2.  "Cameo  of  Knowledge"  by  Deborah  King;  3 
"Cameo  of  Service"  by  Mattie  Lou  Link. 

An  added  spark  to  our  morning  session  was  a  song  service  led  by  Deborah  King 
and  special  delivery  messages  delivered  by  balloons. 

After  lunch  at  Cragmont,  the  afternoon  was  free  for  exploring  the  camp  and  ares 
attractions. 

Our  Saturday  services  ended  with  a  campfire  service  moved  inside  due  to  rain 
led  by  Becky  Jo  Sumner. 

We  closed  our  conference  with  an  inspiring  message  by  the  Rev.  John  Williams 
manager  of  Cragmont. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  next  year  on  April  19-21,  for  our  1985  "Woman's 
Mini  Conference." 
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<zAfsuj±  and  <zAfote± 


REVIVAL  TIME 
ugust  27-31 

rent  Church,  Merritt 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Harry  Jones, 
evangelist 

eptember  3-7 

Tnion   Chapel   Church,  near 
Plymouth 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Wayne  King, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  James  R.  Owens, 
pastor 


>eacon  Honored  at 
tobert's  Grove  Church 


After  the  morning  worship 
iervices  on  August  12,  1984,  the 
leacon  board  at  Robert's 
5rove  Church,  Route  1,  Dunn, 
pnored  their  senior  deacon, 
Mr.  Corbin  Barefoot,  who  has 
ust  recently  rotated  off  the 
^oard.  He  served  the  church 
veil  as  deacon  for  almost  forty - 
*ive  years.  He  also  has  taught 
Ihe  Boyd  Peters  Sunday  School 
Slass  for  many  years  and  is 
itill  teaching  it.  His  attendance 
las  been  excellent  at  all  the  dif- 
ferent services  at  the  church. 

The  people  at  Robert's  Grove 
Church  are  proud  to  say  that 
Mr.  Barefoot  is  an  outstanding 
Christian  and  an  asset  to  the 
ihurch  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
nunity. 

Mr.  Bobby  Tew,  chairman  of 
he  deacon  board,  presented 
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the  plaque  to  him,  in  honor  of 
his  outstanding  service. 

Laymen  of  Central  Conference 
To  Meet 

The  next  meeting  of  the 
Layman's  League  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  will  be  on  Mon- 
day night,  September  10,  at 
Peace  Church,  located  in 
Edgecombe  County,  approx- 
imately 2  miles  west  of 
Pinetops,  on  Highway  42.  A 
meal  will  be  served  at  this 
meeting.  It  will  start  at  7  p.m., 
with  the  business  session  to 
follow  afterwards.  It  is  asked 
that  as  many  men  come  as 
possible,  because  the  goal  for 
this  occasion  is  150  men. 

Western  District  Youth  to  Meet 
The  Western  District  Youth 
will  meet  on  August  25,  1984,  at 
Kenly  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly,  at  7:30  p.m. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 


Wilson  Church  Pastor  Honored 


Tree  of  Love 


Recently  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Craig  Simmons  were  honored 
at  a  dessert  party  by  Wilson, 
First    Church,    with  the 


Woman's  Auxiliary  hosting  the 
occasion.  During  the  evening 
they  were  presented  a  tree  of 
love. 

Cloth  Presented  by 
Wilson  Auxiliary 

Recently,  in  a  dedication  ser- 
vice, the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
presented  Wilson  Church  a 
linen  serving  cloth  featuring  a 
hand  crocheted  border.  The  7" 
border  is  made  of  motifs  of  filet 
crochet  into  which  designs  have 
been  worked. 

The  three  arches  in  each 
motif  represent  the  three 
matching  windows  in  the  sanc- 
tuary. The  designs  in  the  "win- 
dows," entiiled  "Through  the 
Windows  of  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,"  show  the  rela- 
tionship between  a  child  of  God 
and  the  Heavenly  Father  and 
His  marvelous  gifts. 

Some  of  the  motifs  are  copied 
Christmon  symbols,  many  are 
original  and  some  are  special  to 
the  church.  One  shows  the 
name  of  the  church;  another,  a 
church  featuring  a  window  like 
the  balcony  window,  with  the 
date  founded,  1921,  and  1984. 
Between  favorite  song  titles 
"How  Great  Thou  Art"  and 
"Amazing  Grace"  is  a  blank 
window.  God's  amazing  grace 
not  only  has  forgiven  sins  but 
completely  blanked  them  out. 
How  great  God  is! 

Symbols  in  the  cloth  include : 
manger,  star,  several  versions 
of  the  Cross— Cross  and  steps, 
Cross  and  earth,  ship  with  three 
crosses,  anchor  with 
Cross— lighthouse,  angel,  bells, 
candle,  Alpha  and  Omega, 
lamp,  grapes,  chalice,  IHS, 
Tree  of  Life,  Trinity,  butterfly, 
rose,  open  Bible,  joy,  musical 
note,  harp,  Woman's  Auxiliary 
symbol,  two  hearts  joined, 
flower,  lamb,  fish,  dove,  birds 
and  scale,  fire. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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THE  ANNUAL 
STATE  CONVENTION 
MISSIONS  RALLY 


BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  IN  CHARGE 

SEPTEMBER  12,  1984 
COLLEGE  HALL 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

7:30  P.M. 


GUEST  SPEAKER 

DR.  PAUL  B.  SMITH 

Dr.  Smith  is  pastor  of  The  People's 
Church  in  Toronto,  Canada.  He  is  an 
outstanding  preacher,  and  an  authority 
on  world  missions. 


TESTIMONY 


Phil  Shepard 

Phil  will  share  about  his  experiences  in 
the  Philippines  this  summer. 


SPECIAL  MUSIC 

The  Hines  Cousins 

Guyla  Evans,  JoAnn  Pennington, 
and  Alice  Hines 
They  will  sing  a  medley  of  songs  tha 
edify  Jesus.  This  will  delight  your  heart 


THEME 

"What  the  World  Needs  Is  Jesus" 

SPECIAL  OFFERING 

Your  special  offering  for  Foreign  Missions  will  help  reach  around  the  world  with  the  gospel. 

YOU  WILL  SURELY  WANT  TO  BE  IN  ATTENDANCE  FOR 
ONE  OF  THE  MOST  EXCITING  NIGHTS  OF  YOUR  LIFE. 
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CHILDREN 
AND 
FAMILIES 
NEED  YOU 

Firsfof  all,  they  need  the  ministry  of  your 
bcal  church,  your  witness  of  the  gospel,  your  gift 
if  love  and  your  financial  support.  In  spite  of  all 
four  help,  some  families  will  need  outside  help 
j.nd  that's  when  your  child  care  ministry  comes 
nto  the  picture. 

The  second  way  you  can  help  families  having 
ifficulties  is  by  referring  them  to  our 
children's  Home  when  there  is  a  need  for  place- 
pent  of  the  children  outside  their  home.  Often 
he  best  a  parent  can  do  is  place  their  children 
ntil  they  can  get  their  life  together.  The 
pildren's  Home  can  provide  the  "Christian 
fome  away  from  Home"  they  need. 

While  the  children  are  in  care,  your  church 
an  continue  to  share  its  witness  with  the 
jarents.  The  children  will  receive  the  best 
ossible  care  at  the  Children's  Home.  Special 
jrograms  for  all  their  needs,  whether  educa- 
ional,  physical,  or  emotional,  will  be  met.  Most 
nportant,  however,  will  be  the  opportunity  to 
bcperience  Christ  through  dedicated  Christian 
ouseparents  and  the  ministry  of  Memorial 
lhapel  Church. 

Our  goal  is  to  win  parent  and  child  to  our 
iord,  to  provide  encouragement  and  support 
uring  the  crisis  in  their  lives  and  to  provide  for 
leir  needs  no  matter  what  they  might  be  at  the 
me. 

Our  Children's  Home  cannot  meet  the  needs 
f  all  children  with  our  campus  program.  Foster 
'amily  Homes  provided  by  our  people  give  some 
hildren  an  alternative  to  group  care  when 
geded.  Other  children  and  their  families  need 
pecialized  care.  Our  Family  Services  workers 
elp  these  families  find  the  resources  needed  to 
i^eet  their  needs. 

Ours  is  a  cooperative  ministry.  It  begins 
rtith  you.  Without  your  help,  families  and 
hildren  in  your  community  will  continue  to  suf- 
fer. Your  witness  in  your  own  community  and 
le  resources  provided  by  our  Children's  Home 
hid  other  denominational  programs  can  and  will 
?ach  many  lost  and  struggling  families  in  the 
^ars  to  come. 

It  is  not  for  our  glory,  but  for  God's  that  we 
ive  and  serve.  "As  oft  as  you  did  it  for  the  least 
|  these  .  .  .  you  did  it  unto  me.  Suffer  the 
Hildren  to  come  unto  me."  The  mind  of  Christ  is 
[ear.  The  ministry  of  child  care  brings  glory  to 
jim  and  His  blessings  upon  us.  Thank  you  for 
irery  prayer  and  for  your  loyal  support. 
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Don't  Quit 


The  following  is  a  word  to  all  of  us,  especially  ap- 
propriate on  days  when  nothing  seems  to  be  going  right. 
May  we  take  its  words  as  encouragement;  and  may  we 
ever  cling  to  God's  promises. 

—  Editor 

Is  that 
what  you 
want  to  do? 
Quit? 

Anybody  can 
do  that. 

Takes  no  talent. 
Takes  no  guts. 
It's  exactly 
what  your 
adversaries 
hope 

you  will  do. 
Get  your 
facts  straight. 
Know  what 
you're  talking 
about. 

And  keep  going. 
In  the  1948 

Presidential  election, 
the  nation's  leading 
political  reporters 
all  predicted 
Harry  Truman 
would  lose. 
He  won. 

Winston  Churchill 
said, 

"Never  give  in." 
"Never,  never." 
Sir  Winston  stuck 
his  chin  out 
and  wouldn't  quit. 
Try  sticking  out 
your  chin. 
Don't  give  up. 
Ever. 

—Author  Unknown 


We  have  never  experienced 
anything  in  our  lifetime  like  we 
have  this  summer.  This  sum- 
mer was  different!  God  called 
us  to  be  missionaries  last  fall, 
while  we  were  attending  Mount 


Olive  College.  We  were 
freshmen,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, trying  to  decide  what  we 
would  be  doing  during  the  sum- 
mer. We  prayed  every  day,  but 
each  time  we  thought  we  had 


decided  upon  our  summe' 
plans,  new  ideas  would  entt 
our  minds.  One  day  in  chape 
we  had  some  unusual  guesti 
We  couldn't  understand  thei 
and  it  made  the  chapel  servic 
seem  much  longer  than  usua; 
We  left  the  chapel  and  hurriec 
ly  went  to  the  cafeteria.  Tim. 
passed  as  it  always  does. 

Two  weeks  later,  God  begat] 
to  put  these  people  on  ov 
minds,  our  prayer  list,  and  the|l 
stayed  with  us  all  the  time.  Wj 
began  to  inquire  about  thes, 
people  with  the  Rev.  Frarr 
Harrison,  our  college  chaplaii; 
He  set  up  an  interview  with  ttj 
Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  our  Stal 
Home  Missions  Director.  Ttj 
time  came  when  we  were  a| 
tually  talking  with  him  aboi 
going  out  there  to  California  ij 
work  with  the  H'mong  peopL 
We  left  on  the  twenty-first  da; 
of  June  at  7:50  a.m.  We  ha 
never  flown  on  a  plane  so  w, 
were  anxious  about  it.  After  al 
a  new  experience  was  what  w 
were  in  store  for  ....  The  fligl; 
to  California  was  wonderful!  > 

Once  we  arrived  at  Ld 
Angeles  Airport,  the  mii 
sionary,  the  Rev.  Bob  Harbe:, 
took  us  to  his  home  where  m 
met  his  wife,  Mrs.  Doll 
Harber,  and  three  Genenj 
Baptist  young  people.  Thes; 
young  people  would  be  doin 
the  same  type  of  work  we  woul 
be  doing.  We  would  spread  thj 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  a  lo! 
group  of  refugees.  We  woul 
help  them  as  much  as  the; 
would  allow  us  to. 

These  people  are  refugee 
from  Laos.  They  aren't  coi 
sidered  Americans  unless  the 
are  born  in  America  or  take 
test  of  American  history, 
they  successfully  pass  it,  the 
are  considered  America 
citizens.  Several  of  the  childre 
are  American  citizens 
whereas,    many   adults  an 
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^teenagers  are  not.  They  have 
jnot   learned   enough  about 

"'[American  history  or  the 
English  language  to  pass  the 

5  test. 

The  H'mongs  are  the  most 
]  receptive   and  the   most  in- 
teresting people  we  ever  talked 
*  With  or  worked  with.  These  peo- 
1  pie  have  been  through  so  much, 
Ithey  know  the  definition  of  the 
Word,    "thankfulness."  These 
'people  don't  own  fancy  homes 
"  jas  we  do.  All  they  have,  is  what 
1  (generous,  thoughtful  people  of 
(America   have   given  them. 
■  lEveryone  should  be  grateful  for 
fall   our   freedoms,    here  in 
jAmerica.  Sometimes,  we  take 
our  freedoms  for  granted.  If  we 
went  through  what  these  people 
•went  through,  we'd  realize  just 
Ihow  blessed  we  are.  Let's  think 
(about  it! 

I  In  the  mornings,  from  9-10, 
jwe  taught  Bible  Clubs.  These 
jchildren  were  very  interested 
in  learning  about  Jesus  Christ 
and  learning  all  the  songs  they 
f could  possibly  learn  in  a  week's 
(time.  Some  afternoons,  mostly 
(though,  in  the  mornings,  we 
(visited  many  adults  who  were 
'not  Christians. 

f  The  families  were  brought  up 
'  with  a  Buddhist  religion.  Some 
rejected  Jesus  Christ,  but,  they 
(stopped  and  listened  to  us.  At 
'least,  they  listened,  some 
!  Americans  do  not  even  do  this ! 
'Many  of  the  H'mongs  began  to 
ask  questions  about  God,  His 
Word,  etc.  These  are  people 
who  have  never  heard  the  good 
news!  We,  in  America,  hear 
about  God  and  His  love  all  the 
time,  yet,  we  still  reject  Him. 

In  the  evenings,  from  7-9,  we 
had  Youth  Services.  We  had  a 
question/answer  session  from 
9-10:30  p.m.  The  youth  were 
very  receptive!  They 
asked  questions,  participated 
in  the  discussions,  sang  the 
songs,  and  played  the  games. 
The  topics  we  discussed  were 
requested  by  the  H'mong  young 
people.  Such  topics  included, 
"Baptism";  "Dating";  "Love 
and  Marriage";  and  "The 
Creation";  "Many  are  lost,  but 


few  are  chosen";  and  many 
other  topics.  God  really  blessed 
us  in  these  services,  as  well  as 
all  the  services  we  had. 

The  food  consisted  mainly  of 
rice  at  every  meal:  breakfast, 
lunch,  and  dinner.  Such  side 
dishes  included:  chicken,  bean 
sprouts,  bamboo  sprouts,  egg 
rolls,  and  fruit. 

These  people  were  very 
hospitable  and  always  wel- 
comed us. 

After  having  a  chance  to 
work  with  these  people,  we  plan 
to  work  next  summer  in  the 
very  same  manner  or  in 
another  state,  if  the  opportunity 
arises. 

"This  was  a  different  sum- 
mer!" 

Thank  you, 
Linda  and  Cathy  Benninghoff 

Note:  These  girls  are  available  to  pre- 
sent a  slide  program  for  your  church. 
Contact  the  Home  Missions  office  to 
book  them. 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Charles  L.  Richard- 
son, 1710  St.  Delight  Church 
Road,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina  28560,  is  now  available 
for  full-time  pastoral  work.  He 
can  be  reached  at  (919) 
638-5253.  He  is  associated  with 
the  Eastern  Conference. 


THANK  YOU 

We  would  like  to  say  "thank 
you"  on  behalf  of  our  husband, 
father  and  son,  the  Rev.  David 
Charles  Hansley,  who  was  a  pa- 
tient in  Cape  Fear  Memorial 
Hospital,  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina.  Words  cannot  ex- 
press to  you  how  much  we  ap- 
preciated the  prayers, 
telephone  calls,  cards,  flowers, 
visits  and  other  expressions  of 
thoughtfulness  and  kindness. 
He  is  much  better  and  still 
needs  your  prayers.  "Thanks," 
and  may  God  bless  each  of  you 
in  a  very  special  way. 

The  family  of  the 
Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley 
Sylvia,  Cynthia,  Philemon,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley 


COMING  EVENTS 

August — Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Conven- 
tion as  State  Convention  Pro- 
motional Month 

August  18-25 — Children's  Home 
Residents  Summer  Vacation 

August  21 — Month  Olive  Board 
of  Trustees,  9:30  a.m.,  Moye 
Library 

August  21 — Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  State  Convention, 
10  a.m.,  Mount  Olive  College 

August  25 — Piedmont  Confer- 
ence 


RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  AND  PROCEDURES 

In  its  1983  session,  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  adopted  the  following  recommendation 
from  the  Executive  Committee.  This  recommendation  concerns 
the  Resolutions  Committee  and  is  the  procedure  by  which  we  must 
operate  this  year. 

1.  The  president  is  to  appoint  and  announce  prior  to  the  Convention, 
through  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

2.  If  at  all  possible  all  resolutions  are  to  be  submitted  in  writing  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  by  September  1. 

3.  The  Resolutions  Committee  may  bring  its  own  resolutions,  edit  or 
change  any  resolutions  submitted  to  it,  or  choose  not  to  present  in  its  report 
any  submitted  resolution. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  for  the  1984  session  will  be  as 
follows:  Lt.  Col.  J.  B.  Narron,  chairman;  the  Revs.  Billy  Hardee; 
William  Dale;  James  Evans;  and  Leonard  Woodall  Jr. 

Any  resolutions  to  be  brought  to  the  1984  session  should  be 
mailed  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  Chairman,  Free  Will  Baptist 
State  Convention  Headquarters,  P.O.  Box  38,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513. 
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COLLEGE  HALL  FURNISHING  PROJECT 
June  29  —  August  6 

Mount  Olive  College  invites  individuals,  families,  churches, 
and  church  organizations  to  make  special  gifts  for  projects  in  Col- 
lege Hall.  These  gifts  may  be  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  the  persons 
chosen  by  the  donors. 


Chairs  (Goal  of  800 Passed) 

Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville 

In  Memory  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Smith 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Rivenbark,  Durham 

Total 


Number 
of  Chairs 
($50  each) 
2 

1. 
3 


Bleacher  Seats  (388  toward  goal  of  1,200) 
In  Memory  of  Rebecca  Lucas  Aycock 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  H.  Lucas,  Lucama 
In  Honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Doug  Skinner 

By  Arapahoe  Church,  Arapahoe 
Mount  Olive  Business  and  Professional  Women's  Club,  Mount  Olive 
In  Memory  of  Carlos  Tugwell 
In  Honor  of  Mrs.  Carlos  Tugwell 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnnie  J.  Wooten,  Pikeville 
Holly  Springs  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Western  Conference 

Total 


Number 
of  Seats 
($100  each) 


1 

4% 


Folding  Tables  (8  toward  a  goal  of  25) 

North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Georgia-Pacific  Corporation,  Whiteville 

North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 

In  Honor  of  W.  D.  "Duff"  Letchworth's  90th  Birthday 

By  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patrick,  Winterville 
Individual  Members  of  the  Church  Finance  Board  of  Directors 

Total 


Number 
of  Tables 
($70  each) 

4 

1 

1 

1 
1_ 
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FALL  SEMESTER  BEGINS 

The  fall  semester  at  Mount  Olive  College  will  begin  with  the  ar- 
rival of  students  on  August  26.  Orientation  and  registration  will  be 
held  August  27,  28,  with  classes  beginning  on  August  29. 

President  W.  Burkette  Raper  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  fall 
convocation  of  students,  faculty,  and  friends  of  the  College  on 
Wednesday,  August  29,  at  8  p.m.  in  College  Hall. 

Students  who  have  not  yet  made  college  plans  for  the  fall  are  in- 
vited to  contact  the  Admissions  Office,  Mount  Olive  College  (phone 
919/658-2502). 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 
As  of  July  1,  1984,  I  have  the 
privilege  of  serving  as  the  Field 
Secretary  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist State  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention. This  position  has  not 
been  filled  since  the  retirement 

10 


of  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard  in 
1975. 

The  following  are  some  of  the 
services  I  offer  to  you :  To  help 
you  set  up  a  Sunday  school  pro- 
gram if  your  church  does  not 
have  one;  to  assist  you  in 
developing  outreach  programs 
to  help  your  Sunday  school 


grow;  to  assist  in  organizing  tjij 
Sunday  school  council  and/o, 
board  of  Christian  education,  ml 
helping  your  council  and  boan 
to  become  better  informed  anci 
equipped   to    carry   out  itf 
duties;  to  help  you  plan  ana 
conduct  workshops  that  ar< 
designed  to  meet  the  specifi(|i 
needs  of  your  program  ;  to  keelj 
you  up-to-date  on  what  is  going 
on  in  Christian  education;  t( 
keep  you  informed  as  to  the 
best  books  and  resources  being' 
published  in  the  field  of  Chris- 
tian education ;  to  be  a  resource 
person  you  can  call  on  for  prac 
tical  advice  and  assistance  or 
any  aspect  of  Sunday  school 
work. 

I  am  presently  offering  three| 
workshops  to  our  churches.  The 
first  one  is  entitled,  "Learning 
to  Teach  Like  Jesus."  This  is  a' 
four-part  workshop  which  ex- 
amines the  teaching  ministry 
and  methods  of  Jesus,  and  theii 
implications  for  the  teaching 
ministry  today.  The  seconc 
workshop  is  "Growth  Througr 
the  Sunday  School."  This  is  a 
two-part  workshop  which  sets: 
forth  practical  ideas  and  pro 
grams  for  helping  your  Sunday 
school  grow.  The  thirc 
workshop  is  "Ideas  for  Improve 
ing  Your  Sunday  School. "  It  is  a 
one-session  workshop.  It 
presents  ideas  and  programs 
for  improving  administration 
and  teaching  in  the  Sundaj 
school.  These  are  elective 
workshops,  that  is,  you  car 
choose  to  have  one  or  all  ol 
them  in  your  church.  If  yoi 
would  like  further  informatior 
or  to  schedule  any  of  these 
workshops,  write  or  call:  Bass 
Mitchell,  614  Park  Avenue, 
Ay  den,  North  Carolina  28513; 
746-4708.  

MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson  announces 
that  he  is  available  for  pastoral  work! 
(full-time  or  part-time).  He  is  an  or- 
dained minister  in  good  standing  with 
the  Eastern  Conference.  He  can  be 
reached  at  (919  )  324-5270  or  (919) 
455-2979.  His  mailing  address  is  Route  1, 
Box  486,  Richlands,  North  Carolina 
28574. 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  41-44 

THE  PULL  FROM  ABOVE 
Haven't  you  often  wondered  how  the  giant 
•edwoods  of  California  draw  water  to  their 
joliage,  often  more  than  300  feet  in  the  air?  "It  is 
lot  done  through  pressure  from  the  roots," 
yrites  Robert  Collier.  "It  is  done  by  pull  from 
^bove.  All  through  nature  the  same  law  will  be 
jound— then  the  means  which  the  need  itself  pro- 
rides."  "To  grow  taller,  reach  higher!"  Have 
rou  ever  realized  that  only  God  can  make  a  man 
yhat  he  ought  to  be?  If  you  were  asked  who  was 
he  most  perfect  man  who  ever  lived,  you  would 
>robably  answer,  "Jesus  Christ."  And  He  was 
perfect  man  only  because  His  human  exterior 
jvas  His  divine  nature.  And  only  as  you  by  faith 
jtccept  Christ,  and  He  takes  up  His  residence  in 
rour  soul,  will  you  rise  to  the  heights  of 
haracter  and  life  that  God  wills  for  you.  How 
nany  men  today  are  living  stunted,  dwarfed, 
jwisted,  inferior  lives  because  they  neglect  to 
[each  higher? 


I  When  Gladstone  was  asked  to  name  the  sixty  greatest 
nen  in  history,  out  of  those  he  named,  fifty-six  were 
>elievers  in  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Saviour  and  followed  Him 
Is  their  Lord. 


MONDAY, 
MJGUST 
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cripture  Reading— Jeremiah  45-48 

SAFE  TO  COUNT 
I  Gipsy  Smith  said:  "I  was  sitting  at  a  table 
;ith  some  preachers,  and  one,  a  Scotsman,  said, 
Sow  did  you  get  on  at  your  meeting? '  I  said.  'Oh, 
p  many  passed  through  the  inquiry  room.'  He 
aid,  'Is  it  safe  to  count?'  I  said,  'Well,  they 
punted  at  Pentecost  and  put  it  down  at  three 
tiousand.'  He  changed  the  subject.  Later  on  the 
cotsman  said,  'Are  you  married,  Mr.  Smith?'  I 
aid,  'Yes.'  'Any  family?'  'Yes.'  'How  many?'  I 
leplied,  'Is  it  safe  to  count?'  "  When  the  laughter 
jad  subsided  the  Gipsy  added:  "You  count  your 
hildren,  and  the  Lord  counts  His.  You  made 
ough  fuss  when  your  baby  was  born.  The  Lord 
ys  there  is  joy  in  Heaven  over  one." 


The  Church  doesn't  make  half  enough  fuss  when  one  is 
inverted ! 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  49,  50 

GROWING  LIKE  CHRIST 
Each  day  to  grow  more  humble, 

Yet  stronger  in  Thy  might; 
More  valiant,  Lord,  to  carry 
Thy  standard  for  the  right. 

Each  day  to  grow  more  gracious 

More  sweet  and  gentle,  too; 
Yet  braver,  more  courageous, 

More  firm,  more  pure,  more  true. 

That  I  may  grow  more  like  Thee ; 

In  me  Thy  Spirit  shine; 
Transformed  from  grace  to  glory, 

Touched  by  a  power  divine. 

Yea!  more;  with  His  own  hand  He  seemed 

Intent  to  aggravate  my  woe ; 
Crossed  all  the  fair  designs  I  schemed, 

Blasted  my  gourds,  and  laid  me  low. 

"Lord!  Why  is  this?"  I  trembling  cried; 

"Wilt  Thou  pursue  Thy  worm  to  death?" 
"  'Tis  in  this  way,"  the  Lord  replied, 

"I  answer  prayer  for  grace  and  faith." 


These  inward  trials  I  employ 

From  self  and  pride  to  see  thee  free: 
And  break  thy  schemes  of  earthly  joy 
That  thou  mayest  seek  thy  all  in  me. 


WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 
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Scripture  Reading— Jeremiah  51,  52 

HOW  GOD  GROWS  HIS  CHILDREN 
I  asked  the  Lord  that  I  might  grow 

In  faith  and  love  and  every  grace ; 
Might  more  of  His  salvation  know, 
And  seek  more  earnestly  His  face. 

'Twas  He  who  taught  me  thus  to  pray, 
And  He,  I  know,  has  answered  prayer; 

But  it  has  been  in  such  a  way 

As  almost  drove  me  to  despair. 

I  hoped,  that  in  some  favored  hour, 
At  once  He'd  answer  my  request; 

And  by  His  love's  constraining  power 
Subdue  my  sins,  and  give  me  rest. 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Instead  of  this,  He  made  me  feel 
The  hidden  evils  of  my  heart; 

And  let  the  angry  powers  of  Hell 
Assault  my  soul  in  every  part. 


THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 


30 


Scripture  Reading  — Lamentations  1,  2 
AS  THE  TWIG 
We,  the  youth  who  shock  you  so, 
Ask,  "How  much  did  you  help  us  grow?" 
You  gaze  at  us  with  astonishment. 
Where  were  you  when  the  twig  was  bent? 
Why  did  you  wait?  Why  did  you  wait? 
If  you  wanted  saplings  tall  and  straight, 
You  gave  us  bread.  Did  that  atone 
For  the  days  and  nights  we  were  left  alone? 
You  laughed  our  heroes  from  their  height 
And  left  them  worthless  in  our  sight, 
They  lost  their  standards  in  the  dust; 
Their  weapons  dulled  with  bitter  rust. 
And  when  we  asked  for  God,  you  turned 
Our  answers  back  with  doubt  that  burned. 
We  watched  you  tempt  the  hand  of  fate. 
The  world  plunged  into  war  and  hate 
In  mockery  of  brother-love, 
Nothing  on  earth,  nothing  above! 
You  blame  us  for  skirting  danger's  brink— 
We  want  to  feel,  for  we  dare  not  think. 


Who  asks  good  fruit  from  a  well-grown  tree 
Must  take  the  time  for  husbandry. 


FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 


31 


Scripture  Reading— Lamentations  3-5 

GO  FORWARD! 
Up,  then,  and  linger  not,  thou  saint  of  God! 
Fling  from  thy  shoulders  each  impeding  load ; 
Be  brave  and  wise,  shake  off  earth's  soil  and  sin, 
That  with  the  Bridegroom  thou  mayest  enter  in! 

Oh,  watch  and  pray! 
Gird  on  thy  armor,  face  each  weaponed  foe, 
Deal  with  the  sword  of  Heaven  the  deadly  blow ; 
Forward,  still  forward,  in  the  fight  divine; 
Slack  not  the  warfare  till  the  field  be  thine. 


Win  thou  the  crown! 

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  1 

Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  1-4 

THE  TRUE  GOD 
A  man  started  out  through  a  forest  so  thickly 
covered  with  trees  that  one  day  he  could  not  see 
the  sun  or  sky.  After  traveling  for  a  long  time  he 
knew  it  was  getting  nighttime,  so  started  for 
what  he  thought  was  home.  He  was  so  certain 
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that  his  direction  was  right  that  he  did  not  look  a 
his  compass.  But  when  he  did  look  at  it,  he  wa^ 
surprised  to  find  that  he  was  going  west  when  hi 
thought  he  was  going  east.  He  was  so  sure  he  wa 
right  that  he  started  to  throw  his  compass  away 
Then  he  thought,  "You  have  never  told  me  an  un 
truth,  and  I'll  trust  you  now."  He  followed  th 
compass  and  came  out  right. 

We,  too,  have  a  compass  that  will  never  tel 
us  an  untruth.  It  is  God's  Word— the  Bible.  If  w< 
always  follow  it  we  will  be  safe. 


Even  though  we  think  we  are  right,  if  it  tells  u. 
something  different  then  let  us  follow  what  it  says  for  that  i 
the  only  safe  thing. 


SUNDAY,  9 
SEPTEMBER  A 

Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  5-9 

MARKERS  WHEN  THEY  ARE  NEEDED 
Driving  along  a  Texas  road  at  night, 
became  uneasy  thinking  I  might  have  missed 
turn  two  or  three  miles  back.  The  road  was  gooc 
but  I  remembered  a  fork  that  I  had  passe 
without  reading  the  signs.  Mile  after  mile  I  drOv 
on.  I  slowed  down  with  indecision,  thinking  that 
should  probably  turn  around  and  drive  back  t 
that  intersection  probably  ten  miles  behind  mt 
Then  suddenly,  in  the  distance,  my  headlight 
picked  up  a  white  marker.  I  increased  speed  an 
soon  saw  the  shield  that  marks  the  U.Sl 
highways.  The  figure  82  was  clearly  visible,  am 
that  was  the  road  I  wanted,  so  I  continued  m: 
way  with  confidence.  In  the  night  of  our  trave; 
God  frequently  gives  us  reassuring  signs.  Thj 
moment  of  doubt  may  arise,  we  may  finj 
ourselves  in  confusion,  then,  in  His  love  an 
grace,  He  draws  us  back  to  the  Cross. 


We  see  the  mark  of  His  love,  and  go  on  fully  reassured  i\ 
perfect  confidence. 


MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  6 

Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  10-13 

WHAT  IS  A  CALL? 
Mary  Lyon,  the  founder  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Cc! 
lege,  and  for  twelve  years  its  principal,  was  woi! 
to  say,  "To  know  the  need  should  prompt  th\ 
deed. " 

William  Carey  said  his  call  was  an  open  II 
ble  before  an  open  map  of  the  world,  and  he  wei 
to  India. 

Robert  Morrison  said,  "Jesus,  I  give  myse 
to  Thy  service.  My  desire  is  to  engage  whei\ 
laborers  are  most  wanted,"  and  he  went 
China. 
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James  Gilmour,  of  Mongolia,  decided  the 
jjuestion  of  his  field  of  labor  by  logic  and  com- 
non  sense.  "Is  the  kingdom  a  harvest  field? 
'hen  I  thought  it  reasonable  to  seek  work  where 
he  need  was  greatest  and  the  workers  fewest, " 
nd  he  went  to  Asia. 

Bishop  Alfred  R.  Tucker,  of  Uganda,  left  a 
ecluded  artist's  studio  for  the  work  of  Christ.  He 
Jad  been  painting  the  picture  of  a  poor  woman 
)iinly  clad  and  pressing  a  babe  to  her  bosom, 
/andering  homeless  on  a  stormy  night  in  the 
ark,  deserted  street. 


As  the  picture  grew,  the  artist  suddenly  threw  down  his 
rush,  exclaiming,  "Instead  of  merely  painting  the  lost,  I  will 
p  out  and  save  them, "  and  he  went  to  Africa. 

CUESDAY,  . 

September  4 

cripture  Reading— Ezekiel  14-16 

MY  DAILY  PRAYER 
If  I  can  do  some  good  today, 
If  I  can  serve  along  life's  way, 
If  I  can  something  helpful  say, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

If  I  can  right  a  human  wrong, 
If  I  can  help  to  make  one  strong, 
If  I  can  cheer  with  smile  or  song, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

If  I  can  aid  one  in  distress, 
If  I  can  make  a  burden  less, 
If  I  can  spread  more  happiness, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 


//  /  can  feed  a  hungry  heart, 
If  I  can  give  a  better  start, 
If  I  can  fill  a  nobler  part, 
Lord,  show  me  how. 

WEDNESDAY,  ~ 
SEPTEMBER  D 

Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  17-19 

A  GUIDE  WHO  KNOWS  THE  WAY 
In  Pennsylvania  there  is  a  statue  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feet  high,  erected  to  William 
Penn,  the  founder.  When  the  birds  are  taking 
their  flight  to  the  sunny  South,  a  great  many 
dead  birds  are  found  at  the  base  of  this  statue. 
(jThe  reason  of  this  is  that  birds  flying  in  the 
darkness  are  apt  to  strike  against  the  statue  and 
kill  themselves.  Examination  of  the  dead 
f)irds  has  shown  that  the  birds  that  meet  this  sad 
fate  are  the  young  ones  who  have  never  taken  the 
journey  before.  Older  birds  who  have  taken  the 
rjourney  before,  know  about  the  obstacles  and 
(know  to  avoid  them. 


How  this  teaches  us  the  necessity  of  having  a  Guide  who 
knows  all  about  the  way  we  are  taking  and  who  is  able  to 
bring  us  safely  to  our  journey's  end. 

THURSDAY,  g 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  20,  21 

BETTER  THAN  DIRECTIONS 
It  was  a  dark,  stormy  night,  and  a  little 
child,  lost  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  was  crying  in 
distress.  A  policeman,  gathering  from  the  child's 
statement  enough  to  locate  the  home,  gave  direc- 
tions after  this  manner:  "Just  go  down  this 
street  half  a  mile,  turn  and  cross  the  big  iron 
bridge,  then  turn  to  your  right  and  follow  the 
river  down  a  little  way,  and  you'll  see  then  where 
you  are."  The  poor  child  only  half  compre- 
hending, chilled  by  the  wind,  and  bewildered  by 
the  storm,  was  turning  about  blindly,  when 
another  voice  spoke,  and  said  in  a  kindly  tone, 
"Just  come  with  me."  The  little  hand  was 
clasped  in  a  stronger  one,  and  the  corner  of  a 
warm  cloak  was  thrown  over  the  shoulders  of  the 
shivering  child.  The  way  home  was  made  easy. 


The  first  one  had  told  the  way;  this  one  condescends  to  be 
the  way. 

FRIDAY,  „ 
SEPTEMBER  ' 

Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  22-24 

DIVINE  GUIDANCE 
If  it  were  not  for  my  belief  in  an  overruling 
Providence,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me,  in  the 
midst  of  such  complications,  to  keep  my  reason 
on  its  seat.  But  I  am  confident  that  the  Almighty 
has  His  plans  and  will  work  them  out;  and, 
whether  we  see  it  or  not,  they  will  be  the  wisest 
and  best  for  us.  I  have  always  taken  counsel  of 
Him,  and  referred  to  Him  my  plans,  and  have 
never  adopted  a  course  of  proceeding  without  be- 
ing assured,  as  far  as  I  could  be,  of  His  approba- 
tion. 


/  should  be  the  most  presumptuous  blockhead  upon  this 
footstool  if  I  for  one  day  thought  that  I  could  discharge  the 
duties  which  have  come  upon  me  since  I  came  into  this  place, 
without  the  aid  and  enlightenment  of  One  who  is  wiser  and 
stronger  than  all  others. 

SATURDAY,  « 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  25-28 

"GOD  MOVES  IN  MYSTERIOUS  WAY!" 
William  Cowper,  like  many  of  us,  was  sub- 
ject to  moments  of  deep  melancholy.  One  night 
in  such  a  mood  he  called  a  cabby  and  directed 
him  to  drive  to  the  banks  of  the  Thames  River. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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For  August  26 

INTO  EXILE 

Lesson  Text:  2  Kings  25:1-12 
Memory  Verse:  2  Kings  23:27 

Although  the  beginning  of  the 
Hebrew  people  may  properly 
be  traced  all  the  way  back  to 
Abraham,  their  beginning  as  a 
nation  dates  from  the  time  of 
the  exodus  from  Eygpt.  They 
who  had  been  slaves  threw  off 
the  heavy  yoke  of  Egyptian 
bondage.  And  this  they  did,  not 
in  the  strength  of  their  own 
weapons  and  military  might, 
for  these  they  did  not  have. 
Their  deliverance  was  ac- 
complished for  them  only  by 
the  grace  and  the  power  of  their 
God.  Their  God  was  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  gods  of  the 
heathen  nations  round  about. 
And  the  God  who  brought  them 
out  of  Egypt  continued  to  be 
with  them,  guiding  and  pro- 
tecting them,  and  giving  to 
them  a  land  of  possessions  until 
they  became  a  great  and 
respected  nation  in  the  world. 

Yet  all  the  while  the  seeds  of 
Judah's  destruction  remained 
with  her,  only  to  blossom  forth 
and  bear  their  bitter  fruit  at 
last.  She  had  gotten  safely  out 
of  Egypt,  but  Egypt  could  not 
be  gotten  out  of  her.  Before 
they  had  ever  reached  the 
land  of  their  inheritance,  the 
people  longed  for  the  fleshpots 
they  had  left  behind  (Exodus 
16:3).  And  when  they  entered  to 
possess  their  land,  they  were 
able  to  obtain  the  mastery  over 
the  Canaanites ;  but  they  in  turn 
were  mastered  by  the  sins  of 
Canaan.  It  was  God's  will  that 
they  be  to  Him  a  special  people, 
a  holy  and  righteous  nation.  But 
it  was  the  longing  of  their 
hearts  to  be  like  other  nations. 
They  who  had  been  freed  from 
slavery    to    Egypt  found 
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themselves  enslaved  in  the 
bonds  of  idolatry. 

The  story  of  the  Babylonian 
captivity  is  the  story  of  the  ex- 
odus in  reverse.  God,  who  had 
led  these  people  from  bondage 
in  Egypt,  now  delivered  them 
into  the  chains  of  the  Babylo- 
nians. They  had  not  yet  learned 
their  lesson.  From  their  ex- 
perience, have  we  learned 
ours? 

King  Josiah  was  killed  in  a 
battle  with  the  Egyptians  ap- 
proximately fourteen  years 
after  the  Book  of  the  Law  was 
discovered  in  the  temple  and 
the  people  had  renewed  their 
covenant  with  God  (last  week's 
lesson).  With  Josiah' s  death 
came  the  end  of  reformation  in 
Judah. 

For  a  short  time  the  Egyp- 
tians controlled  Judah's  for- 
tunes. They  removed  Jehoahaz, 
Josiah' s  son  and  successor, 
from  the  throne  and  replaced 
him  with  Jehoiakim,  another  of 
Josiah's  sons  (2  Kings 
23:31-37).  A  few  years  later,  the 
Babylonians  conquered  the 
Assyrians  and  began  extending 
their  power  and  influence 
westward.  They  came  to 
Jerusalem,  and  Jehoiakim  sub- 
mitted to  them.  After  three 
years,  however,  Jehoiakim 
rebelled  against  Nebuchadnez- 
zar, king  of  Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar  then 
secured  bands  of  Syrians, 
Moabites,  and  Ammonites  who, 
instigated  by  Chaldeans,  kept 
up  continuous  assaults  on  the 
Judean  cities  and  the  environs 
of  Jerusalem  (2  Kings  24:1,  2). 
Nebuchadnezzar  then  came 
against  Jerusalem  again,  slew 
Jehoiakim,  and  placed  his  son, 
Jehoiachin,  on  the  throne 
(2  Chronicles  36:6-8;  Jeremiah 
22 : 18, 19 ;  36 : 30) .  Now  it  was  ap- 
parent that  the  Egyptian  power 
was  waning  and  that  little  help 
would   be   forthcoming  from 


them  for  the  protection  il 
Judah.  After  the  death  of  Kir 
Jehoiakim,  the  Egyptian  ml 
fluence  was  eradicated  con! 
pletely  from  Palestine  (2  Kinf  I 
24:6,  7). 

Jehoiachin  reigned  for  oril 
three  months,  when,  for  sonl 
reason   that   is  unrecorded! 
Nebuchadnezzar  disapprove! 
of  his  conduct  and  came  i 
Jerusalem  to  depose  him.  II 
soon  as  it  became  apparent  tha 
the   Babylonians   were  j 
earnest,  Jehoiachin  decided  I 
surrender  the  city  without  [jl 
struggle.  He  and  all  his  cour' 
even  including  his  mothe 
presented    themselves  aj 
prisoners  to  Nebuchadnezza' 
This  led  to  Jehoiachin,  all  tr! 
royal    household,    all  th 
craftsmen    and  princip? 
soldiers,   etc.,   being  carrie 
away  to  Babylon. 

Judah  was  ignominiousl 
overcome  without  a  real  struj 
gle.  The  treasures  of  the  temp] 
and  the  king's  palace  wer 
removed,  the  vessels  of  golj 
made  by  Solomon  for  the  ten 
pie  were  cut  in  pieces,  an 
taken  to  Babylon.  The  '  'poores 
sort  of  .  .  .  people"  were  left  i 
the  land  and  the  city— poc 
peasants,  unskilled  worker; 
and  mostly  an  uneducated  an 
lethargic  mass.  Jehoiachin' 
uncle,  Mattaniah,  who  also  wa 
a  son  of  Josiah,  was  put  in  o 
fice  as  a  puppet  ruler  under  th 
Babylonians,  and  his  name  wa 
changed  to  Zedekiah  (2  King 
24:8-17). 

The  Hebrews  continued 
their  rejection  of  God,  even  i 
their  subject  status 
Jerusalem.  When  Zedekia 
conspired  against  Nebucha( 
nezzar  and  openly  rebelle 
against  him,  the  Babylonian 
came  again  and  this  tim 
besieged  the  city,  determine 
to  destroy  it. 
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iPAUL'S  CONVERSION 
TO  THE  WAY 

,esson  Text:  Acts  7:59,  60;  8:1; 
i j  9:3-8;  Galatians  1:11-17 

Memory  Verses:  Galatians  1: 
I  15,  16 

||  It  was  springtime,  probably 
i  A.D.  30,  when  the  Jewish 
ulers  in  Jerusalem  persuaded 
he  Roman  governor  to  have 
Jesus  nailed  to  the  Cross.  Those 
lame  rulers  must  have 
reathed  a  sigh  of  relief  when 
ne  Passover  celebration  ended 
Ind  the  crowds  went  home 
irithout  any  riots  or  other 
jemonstrations.  That  upstart 
rom  Nazareth,  was  done  away 
Jam  forever,  they  thought. 

Less  than  two  months  later 
me  rulers'  complacency  was 
battered.  They  faced  what 
poked  to  them  like  a  new  peril. 
(  Again  the  multiplied 
housands  of  Israelites  con- 
verged on  Jerusalem  for  a 
;reat  national  festival.  Simon 
r*eter  stood  up  and  shouted  to 
fhose  thousands  that  the 
frucified  Jesus  was  alive 
[gain,  and  not  only  alive  but 
Ixalted  and  ruling  at  the  right 
liand  of  God.  He  cited  Scripture 
(hat  promised  Resurrection 
bid  glory  to  the  Messiah.  Signs 
bid  wonders  made  his  speech 
fnore  convincing.  Peter  and  the 
ftther  apostles  were  marked  by 
longues  of  flame,  and  they 
kpoke  in  languages  they  had 
fiever  learned.  Backed  by  such 
Jnarvels,  the  message  was  ir- 
resistible to  many.  Three  thou- 
sand people  became  followers 
6f  Jesus  Christ  that  day  (Acts 

I  The  rulers  were  aghast.  Just 
pcently  they  had  broken  Jesus' 
.iold  on  the  multitudes,  but  now 
jlesus'  followers  were  getting  a 
pold  no  less  dramatic.  What 
jould  be  done  about  it? 
I  They  arrested  Peter  and 
^ohn  and  ordered  them  to  stop 
,;heir  preaching,  but  the 
apostles  answered  with  a  ques- 
tion: "Is  it  right  to  listen  to  you 
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rather  than  God?"  (Acts  4). 
They  arrested  the  whole  group 
of  apostles  and  gave  them  the 
same  order  along  with  a 
beating.  The  apostles  im- 
mediately went  out  and  re- 
sumed preaching. 

Meanwhile  thousands  more 
were  flocking  to  become 
followers  of  Jesus,  and  some  of 
them  were  vocal  about  their 
faith.  Unbelievers  tried  to 
argue  with  Stephen,  to  no  avail. 
So  they  haled  him  into  court 
and  brought  false  witnesses  to 
testify  against  him.  Stephen 
responded  with  a  long  speech, 
pointing  out  that  the  Jewish 
people  had  disobeyed  God  ever 
since  the  time  of  Moses.  Boldly 
he  charged  that  the  men  before 
him  were  murderers  of  God's 
Messiah!  (Acts  6:8— 7:53). 

When  Stephen  suddenly 
added  that  he  could  see  Jesus  in 
Heaven,  that  was  more  than  the 
angry  hearers  could  bear. 
Stephen  had  to  die!  Without 
asking  the  Roman  governor  for 
permission,  and  without  even 
waiting  for  a  formal  decision  in 
their  own  court,  they  rushed 
their  victim  out  of  town  to  stone 
him  to  death.  Leaders  in  the 
violence  stripped  off  their  outer 
robes  and  laid  them  down  at  the 
feet  of  a  young  man  named  Saul 
(Acts  7:54-58).  Thus  we  are  in- 
troduced to  the  man  who  will 
have  a  central  place  in  our 
studies  for  the  next  three 
months. — Standard  Lesson 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

It  was  mentioned  in  the 
dedication  service  that  in  rela- 
tionships with  others,  Chris- 
tians are  the  windows  through 
which  God's  love,  peace,  joy, 
salvation,  and  goodness  are 
seen. 


Attendance  Pins  Awarded 
At  Smyrna  Church 

Attendance  pins  were 
awarded  recently  at  Smyrna 
Church,  Route  6,  Dunn.  A  total 
of  366  years  of  perfect  atten- 
dance was  recorded  as  Sunday 
school  pins  for  the  year  were 
presented.  Making  the  presen- 
tations were  Lonnie  Barefoot, 
superintendent  and  Kenneth 
Raynor,  assistant  superin- 
tendent. The  following  people 
received  an  award:  Second 
year,  Herman  Raynor;  fifth 
year,  Joy  Lee;  seventh  year, 
Lori  Godwin;  tenth  year, 
Rebecca  Barefoot  and  Leslie 
Herring  Jr.;  eleventh  year, 
William  Blackman,  Susan 
Parker,  Daren  Parker  and  Jim 
Worley;  twelfth  year,  Jenny 
Barefoot;  thirteenth  year, 
Robert  Godwin;  fourteenth 
year,  Doris  Jean  Parker;  twen- 
tieth year,  Graylon  Noles  and 
Herman  McLamb ;  twenty-fifth 
years,  Doris  Godwin;  twenty- 
sixth  years,  Charlie  Norris; 
twenty-seventh  years,  Ella 
Grace   Lee;    and  thirty-first 
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Commentary  years,  Doris  Tart. 

FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

The  city  of  London  was  blanketed  with  an  im- 
penetrable fog,  which  was,  however,  no  thicker 
than  the  despair  in  the  poet's  own  soul. 

For  more  than  an  hour  the  cab  driver  groped 
his  way  along  the  streets  and  yet  did  not  find  the 
river.  His  passenger  grew  more  and  more  impa- 
tient until  at  last  he  leaped  from  the  cab,  deter- 
mined to  find  his  watery  grave  unassisted. 

Groping  through  the  fog,  he  was  astonished 
when  he  found  himself  at  his  own  doorstep. 


God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight  s  Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Walter  B. 
Knight. 
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THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

announces 

Its  Annual  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Banquet 
Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  P.M. 

at 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 

$5.50  Per  Person 

The  speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  professor  of  Religion  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  meal  will  be  catered  by  the  College.  All  pastors, 
superintendents,  assistant  superintendents  and  their  wives  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend.  Please  return  the  form  below  to: 

North  Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention 

Bryant  Hines  Jr. 

Route  9,  Box  138 

Goldsboro,  North  Carolina  27530 


Name  

Address  

Telephone   

Church  Name  

Conference  

 Number  of  people  attending  Pastors'  and  Superintendents'  Ban- 
quet at  College  Hall  on  Friday,  September  7,  1984,  7:00  p.m.  Please  return  by 
August  20,  1984. 
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Editorial! 


Time  Finds  Us  Sitting  Still .  .  . 
Too  Comfortably! 

I  just  can't  believe  summer  is  gone.  Leaves  are  already 
boasting  new  colors,  buses  are  once  again  transporting 
students  to  and  from  school,  and  churches  are  finding 
themselves  beginning  their  fall  "round-up"  work.  Summer 
vacations,  which  have  taken  their  toll  on  church  attendance 
and  often  left  a  lot  of  work  undone  because  needed  workers 
were  out  of  place,  are  coming  to  an  end.  We  find  church  ad- 
ministrators, leaders,  pastors,  and  treasurers  voicing  a  sigh 
of  relief,  glad  things  will  soon  be  back  to  normal.  Everyone 
senses  that  the  routine  will  be  commonplace  once  more. 

But  that's  not  good  enough!  We  cannot  continue  as  we 
are— unless  we  want  to  perish. 

We  cannot  continue  without  a  vision.  I  strongly  believe 
that  we  have  to  have  a  game  plan ;  otherwise  we  do  not  know 
where  we  are  headed.  Furthermore,  without  aims  we  will  not 
know  when  and  if  we  reach  some  milestone.  The  State  Conven- 
tion must  provide  our  churches  with  more  direction.  There 
must  be  plans,  goals,  even  a  dream  or  two.  Our  officials  should 
provide  leadership  and  be  willing  to  put  themselves 
wholeheartedly  into  the  work  that  is  ahead  of  us— and  this 
must  be  done  now. 

Our  denominational  enterprises  must  break  new  ground. 
Raising  funds  should  not  be  the  burden  it  now  is  to  institutional 
administrators.  There  is  work  to  be  done. 

Our  ministers  must  have  a  vision  of  the  masses  in  their 
communities  who  do  not  know  Christ.  The  individuals  who  are 
a  part  of  those  masses  are  our  responsibility  and  our  oppor- 
tunity. Our  churchmen  need  a  heartbroken  spirit  over  those 
who  do  not  know  God.  We  all  need  to  be  more  aggressive  in  our 
witness  and  ministry.  We  also  need  to  be  more  distinc- 
tive—people should  know  that  we  have  been  with  the  Lord! 

Well,  all  of  this  brings  me  to  one  realization:  When  we 
gather  for  the  1984  session  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  next  week,  we  need  to  take 
some  action.  Programs  need  to  be  evaluated,  goals  need  to  be 
set,  and  directives  need  to  be  established.  We  need  a  vision  of 
where  and  who  we  are ;  we  also  need  a  vision  of  what  needs  to 
be  done.  The  picture  reality  presents  us  with  may  not  be  too 
pretty  and  we  may  be  everything  but  comfortable  with  it.  But 
look  at  it  we  must.  Afterwards,  let's  move  ahead.  Otherwise, 
we  may  find  ourselves  facing  Jeremiah's  prediction:  The 
harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not  saved. 
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The  Seventy-second  Annual  Session  of  the 
>rth  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
ee  Will  Baptists,  along  with  the  Night  of 
'angelism  and  the  Mission  Rally,  will  be  held 
College  Hall,  located  on  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
r,e  campus,  September  11-13. 

The  Night  of  Evangelism  service  will  take 
ice  before  those  attending  the  Convention  ever 
semble  to  consider  business  matters.  This  ser- 
:e  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
ptember  11.  Mr.  Mott  Batchelor  will  be  leading 
!  mass  choir  assembled  for  the  Convention, 
hose  wanting  to  sing  in  the  choir  should  meet 

Rodgers  Chapel  at  6:45  that  evening  to 
ictice.)  The  singing  which  will  be  featured 
it  night  will  help  prepare  those  present  for  the 
■mon  to  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Jim  McCluskey, 
5tor  of  Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Church, 
oxville,  Tennessee,  and  a  leader  in  the 
angelism  Explosion  program. 

Registration  for  the  Convention  will  begin  on 
idnesday  morning  at  8 : 30  and  will  continue  un- 
10  a.m.  (Other  registration  periods  are  as 
lows:  Wednesday,  1:15-2  p.m.;  Thursday,  9-10 
n.)  The  Convention  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
le  schedule  for  the  Convention  can  be  found  on 
ges  4  and  5  of  this  issue. ) 

During  the  course  of  the  session,  sermons 
1  be  delivered  by  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley 
3  Dr.  Paul  Smith. 

The  1984  Mission  Rally  will  begin  at  7:30 
idnesday  evening,  with  the  Board  of  Foreign 
ssions  responsible  for  the  program.  The 
:me  of  the  Rally  is  "What  the  World  Needs  Is 
ms"  and  it  will  feature  testimony  from  Phil 


Shepard,  summer  missionary  to  the  Philippines  ; 
singing  by  the  Hines  Cousins— Alice  Hines, 
Jo  Ann  Pennington,  and  Guy  la  Evans;  and  a 
challenging  sermon  from  Dr.  Paul  Smith.  The 
Home  Missions  Board  will  also  have  a  part  in  the 
service.  A  special  offering  will  be  taken  for  the 
mission  work  of  the  State  Convention  that  night. 
Funds  not  earmarked  for  either  the  foreign  mis- 
sions or  home  missions  work  will  be  divided  be- 
tween the  two  departments. 

Remember,  each  church  should  send  its 
pastor  and  his  wife  as  well  as  its  delegates. 
Every  church  representing  may  send  a  delegate 
for  every  100  members  or  fraction  thereof.  It  is 
important  that  delegates  attend  the  entire  Con- 
vention, and  that  they  be  in  place.  They  should 
not  attend  on  Wednesday  and  leave,  since  the 
majority  of  business  is  transacted  on  Thursday, 
and  information  needed  to  make  wise  decisions 
on  Thursday  is  often  given  on  Wednesday. 

When  delegates  and  ministers  arrive,  they 
will  receive  a  booklet  of  reports.  This  booklet  will 
help  to  save  time,  giving  those  in  attendance  an 
opportunity  to  see  and  hear  what  the  speakers 
are  saying  instead  of  trying  to  hear  over  those 
passing  out  materials. 

An  information  desk  will  be  set  up  outside 
the  Convention  area  to  assist  anyone  with  any 
questions  on  locations  as  well  as  Convention 
facilities. 

The  importance  of  this  session  cannot  be 
over  emphasized.  To  miss  this  Convention  is  to 
miss  one  of  your  best  opportunities  to  help  your 
Church  advance  for  the  cause  of  Christ— and  ad- 
vance we  must! 
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Seventy-second  Annual  Session 
of  the 

North  Carolina  State  Convention 

of 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

COLLEGE  HALL 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
MOUNT  OLIVE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Wednesday,  September  12,  1984 

MORNING  SESSION 
8:30    Registration  of  Ministers  and  Delegates 

9:30    Convention  Called  to  Order  The  Rev.  Scott  Sower 

9:35    Congregational  Singing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bircher,  Musician? 

Scripture  and  Prayer  The  Rev.  Steve  Starnej 

9:40    Welcome  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrisor: 

Response  Mr.  Ervin  Foreman 

Partial  Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee 
9:55    President's  Remarks  The  Rev.  Gary  M.  Bailev 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Executive  Committee  Report  . 

Miscellaneous  Business 

REPORTS 

10:05    Children's  Home  The  Rev.  Bobby  Tayloj 

10:20    Mount  Olive  College  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Rape! 

11:00    Congregational  Singing 
Offering  for  Convention 

Introductory  Message  The  Rev.  David  W.  Hansle< 

11:45    Recess  for  Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

1:15  Registration 
1:30    Congregational  Singing 

Recognition  of  Fraternal  Delegates 

1 :40    Home  Missions  The  Rev.  Charles  Crisi 

2:00    Superannuation  The  Rev.  Donald  Fade 

2:10    Retirement  Homes  The  Rev.  Walter  Suttoi 

2:15    Ordination  Committee  The  Rev.  Graham  Lan< 

2:25    Cragmont  Assembly  The  Rev.  John  William 

2:35    Hymnal  Committee   The  Rev.  Donald  Coate 

2:45    Adjourn  for  the  Day 

WEDNESDAY  NIGHT 

7:30    Mission  Rally 
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Thursday,  September  13,  1984 

MORNING  SESSION 

-9:30    Final  Registration 
Congregational  Singing 

Scripture  and  Prayer  The  Rev.  Cecil  Blackmon 

State  League  Convention   Mr.  Lloyd  Jones 

State  Sunday  School  Convention  The  Rev.  Bass  Mitchell 

Church  Finance  Association  The  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds 

Carolina  Bible  Institute  Dr.  F.  B.  Cherry 

Camp  Vandemere   The  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 

State  Auxiliary  Convention  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor 

General  Conference   The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove 

North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association   The  Rev.  Graham  Lane 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Mr.  Cliff  Gray 

Chaplain's  Commission   Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

Foreign  Missions   The  Rev.  Harold  Jones 

Congregational  Singing 
Offering  for  the  Convention 

Message  Dr.  Paul  Smith 

Recess  for  Lunch 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 
Congregational  Singing  and  Prayer 

Historical  Commission  

Obituary  Committee 

Final  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 

Treasurer's  Report 

Resolutions  Committee 

Nominating  Committee 


The  Rev.  Edmundo  Gonzalez 


State  Convention  '84- 


CONVENTION  PERSONALITIES 


The  Rev.  D.  W.  Hansley 
The  Rev.  D.  W.  Hansley 
is  the  pastor  of  Daly's 
Chapel  Church,  Seven 
Springs.  A  veteran 
minister,  he  is  known 
throughout  the  denomina- 
tion for  his  preaching 
abilities. 


Dr.  Paul  B.  Smith 
Dr.  Paul  B.  Smith  is 
pastor  of  The  People's 
Church  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  He  is  an  out- 
standing preacher  and  an 
authority  on  world  mis- 
sions. 


The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey 
The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey  is 
President  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists and  is  the  pastor  of 
Stoney  Creek  Church,  near 
Goldsboro. 
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COLLEGE  HALL  MAP 

The  1984  session  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bapj 
tists  will  be  held  in  College  Hall,  located  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Thtj 
design  of  the  building  is  given  for  you  below. 
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WOMAN'S  CONFERENCES  AT  CRAGMONT 


F.Vl.B.  Women's  Conference  ]I~  August  13-18,W+ 


August  13-18  week. 


Monday  morning,  August  6, 
was  a  date  many  women  in 
North  Carolina  had  been  look- 
ing forward  to.  To  say  that  "an- 
ticipation was  greater  than 
jrealization"  just  did  not  hold 
true.  As  the  women  boarded 


three  buses  at  different  stops, 
smiles  and  greetings  were  a 
joyous  omen  for  a  wonderful 
conference. 

We  gathered  for  lunch  at 
K  &  W  Cafeteria  in  Winston- 
Salem  and  had  a  good  trip  on  a 


gorgeous  sunny  day,  arriving 
at  Cragmont  about  4:15  p.m. 

We  had  a  wonderful  supper  at 
5  p.m.  The  staff  in  their  usual 
great  form  welcomed  us  with 
good  food  and  a  comfortable 
place  to  rest. 

The  opening  service  was  in 
the  chapel.  Becky  Jo  Sumner, 
co-director,  read  Psalm  121, 
followed  by  testimony  and 
prayer  time.  Dola  Dudley,  co- 
director  of  the  conference, 
recognized  state,  district,  and 
local  officers  in  attendance. 

Total  number  attending  the 
conference  was  116. 

Musicians  for  the  week  were: 
Alma  Buck,  organist; 
Geraldine  Summerlin,  pianist; 
and  Alma  Dale,  director. 

The  theme,  "Hidden 
Treasures,"  taken  from  Mat- 
thew 6:20,  ".  .  .  Lay  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  in 
heaven"  was  expounded  upon 
by  the  speakers  in  morning 
devotions,  the  worship  hour, 
and  evening  services.  Those  on 
the  program  for  morning  devo- 
tions were  Dola  Dudley,  Fran 
Overton,  Frances  Phillips,  and 
Caroline  Castelloe.  The  morn- 
ing worship  speakers  were 
Pluma  Sullivan,  Dot  Dail,  Jean 
Ackiss,  and  Sara  Willoughby. 
The  Rev.  John  Williams 
reported  on  Cragmont  on 
Wednesday. 

Evening  worship  speakers 
were:  Helen  Beaman,  Tues- 
day ;  Alice  Barrow  conducted  a 
discussion-type  program  on 
Wednesday;  and  Miss  Laura 
Belle  Barnard,  former  mis- 
sionary to  India,  spoke  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  evenings. 

Tuesday  afternoon  many  of 
the  group  went  to  the  mall  in 
Asheville  and  to  the  Farmer's 
Market. 

Wednesday  afternoon  Becky 
Jo  Sumner  led  the  group  in  a 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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"La  med  Vovnik"  Convention 
with  a  scriptural  background  of 
righteous  people. 

Thursday  afternoon  several 
from  the  conference  visited  the 
Marjorie  McCune  Handicapped 
Center  and  then  shopped  in 
Black  Mountain. 

Friday  afternoon  was  talent 
time  directed  by  Becky  Jo 
Sumner.  A  memorial  service 
preceded  this  directed  by  Alice 
Barrow. 

The  conference  was  a  bless- 
ing all  week  long,  with  the 
special  music  by  several 
campers,  the  good  food  and  the 
wonderful  Christian  fellowship. 


Since  there  were  several 
campers  at  Cragmont  who 
stayed  over  from  the  first  con- 
ference, only  two  buses  were 
required  to  take  the  women  in 
for  the  second  week. 

The  staff  once  more  began 
the  week  with  good  food  and 
hospitality. 

As  always,  the  Monday  eve- 
ning service  in  the  chapel  was 
short,  so  that  everyone  could 
retire  early  following  a  long 
day.  Dola  Dudley  opened  the 
service  by  recognizing  state, 
district,  and  local  officers  in  at- 
tendance, also  visitors  from 
other  denominations.  Alice 
Barrow  read  Psalm  121.  Becky 
Jo  Sumner  made  known  her 
plans  for  the  week  for  the  after- 
noons. There  was  also  a  short 
testimony  time. 

Musicians  for  this  week 
were:  Alma  Buck,  organist; 
Donna  Holland,  pianist;  and 
Betty  Strickland,  director. 

The  theme  "Hidden 
Treasures"  was  used  by  the 
speakers  at  each  service.  Those 
on  the  program  for  morning 
devotions  were:  Velma  Morris, 
Pearl  Johnson,  Viola  Best,  and 
Hazel  Stilley. 

Morning  worship  speakers 
were:  Rachel  Duncan,  Nina 
Grace  Register  on  Tuesday  and 

8 


Wednesday;  Thursday,  a 
discussion  which  concluded 
with  information  concerning 
denominational  enterprises 
was  conducted  by  Alice  Barrow 
and  Dola  Dudley.  A  skit  was 
presented  Friday  morning  by 
Dola  Dudley,  Nina  Grace 
Register,  Ruth  Warrick,  Peggy 
Clifton,  Lib  Hill,  Virginia 
Joyner,  Donna  Holland,  Betty 
Strickland,  and  Alice  Barrow. 

Speakers  for  evening  worship 
were:  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, Laura  Belle  Barnard; 
Ruth  Warrick,  and  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  director  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

Afternoon  activities  were : 
Tuesday,  a  trip  to  Asheville 
Mall  and  the  Farmer's  Market; 
Wednesday,  "La  med  Vovnik" 
Convention  conducted  by 
Becky  Jo  Sumner  in  the  chapel ; 
Thursday,  a  visit  to  the  Mar- 
jorie McCune  Handicapped 
Center  and  a  trip  into  Black 
Mountain;  Friday,  a  talent 
presentation. 

On  Wednesday  evening  of 
both  weeks,  the  offering  for 
Cragmont  Assembly  was 
taken.  The  combined  offering 
was  $5,809.  Friday  night  tradi- 
tionally is  Foreign  Missions 
night  and  the  combined  offer- 
ing for  the  two  weeks  was 
$2,472.70.  Brother  Jones  stated 
that  the  Cragmont  Courier,  pur- 
chased by  the  women  several 
years  ago,  had  deteriorated 
and  asked  that  offerings  for 
missions  at  the  conference  be 
designated  for  the  Cragmont 
Courier  Boat  II  for  use  in  the 
Philippines,  with  the  building 
program  on  Palawan  receiving 
the  surplus. 

The  music,  the  accommoda- 
tions, the  fellowship  and  the 
messages  for  both  conferences 
are  blessings  that  cannot  be 
summarized  on  paper.  Thank 
God  for  the  co-directors,  Dola 
Dudley  and  Becky  Jo  Sumner; 
and  registrar,  Alice  Barrow. 
Total  attendance  at  both  con- 
ferences was  206. 

Ruth  Warrick 
Corresponding  Secretary 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT  1 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  i 
CONVENTION 

Dear  Auxiliary  Women  of  tY. 

Central  District: 

Fall  is  upon  us  and  it  :| 
time  for  our  Auxiliary  Conveij 
tion.  "Complete  Dependence 
(1  Peter  5:7)  is  the  theme  of  oi 
Convention  which  will  be  he] 
at  Piney  Grove  Church,  Pi 
County,  located  on  Highwa 
264,  4  miles  west  of  Greenvill< 
on  September  22,  198< 
Registration  starts  at  9 : 30  a.n 
and  the  fee  is  $10.  You  are  ei 
titled  to  one  delegate  per  S 
members  or  fraction  thereof. 

Your  cooperation  with  ou 
projects  has  been  tremendou 
again  this  year.  Please  mail  i 
advance  all  contributions  eo 
cept  the  two  special  offering! 
we  ask  you  to  bring  to  the  Coij 
vention  to  Mrs.  Martha  Pit? 
man,  Route  1,  Box  2k,  Sia»; 
tonsburg,  NC  27883. 

Missions:  Each  auxiliary  is  n 
quested  to  bring  $25  to  our  Conventic 
to  be  divided  as  follows:  $20  for  ox 
state  missions  project  and  $5  for  ov 
Central  Conference  Missions. 

Cragmont:  Talents  for  Cragmoi 
(money  for  the  building  fund)  will  t 
taken  along  with  your  missions  offerir 
when  we  have  the  roll  call  of  au> 
iliaries.  Please  earmark  your  checks. 

Youth:  The  next  youth  meeting  wi 
be  at  the  Children's  Home  c 
September  15,  and  lunch  will  be  servei 
We  are  pleased  that  our  youth  are  tal 
ing  such  an  active  part  in  things;  w 
have  two  district  youth  on  the  Sta'' 
Youth  Executive  Committee.  The  youl 
have  taken  on  educating  missionaH 
kids  as  their  project  for  this  year;  let  v 
stand  behind  them. 

Children's  Home:  The  Media  Cent< 
is  our  project.  Each  auxiliary  is  rl 
quested  to  give  $20  during  the  year  frj 
this. 

Retirement  Homes:  Each  auxiliaij 
is  requested  to  give  $20  for  the  year. 

Superannuation:  Each  auxiliary 
requested  to  give  $20  for  the  year. 

Missions:  $20  is  requested  for  eac! 
Home  and  Foreign,  this  does  not  ij 
elude  the  $25  asked  to  be  brought  to  tl 
Convention. 

Mount  Olive  College:  Our  new  pre 
ect  is  the  greenhouse,  which  is  bad 
needed  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  i 
students  in  that  field.  This  will  help 
creditation  also,  $20  requested. 

Anna  Phillips  Fund:  Our  youth  net 
your  help ;  please  support  this  so  we  ce 
help  them  further  their  education. 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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YFA  WEEK  AT  CRAGMONT 


The  1984  Youth  Frontier  Conference  brought  new  challenges  as 
i^ll  as  new  joys  to  those  of  us  privileged  to  work  with  it.  The  week's 
tivities,  centered  around  the  theme  "To  Everything  There  Is  a 
ason,"  were  varied,  ranging  from  films  to  a  live  concert.  A  daily 
teak  down  of  activities  will  best  relate  the  events  of  the  week: 

Monday  is  remembered  as  a  day  of  riding  to  camp,  settling  in, 
Eld  meeting  new  friends.  The  evening  vesper  dealt  with  "Rain- 
tiws  and  Dreams"  and  served  to  set  the  mood  for  the  week, 
j  Tuesday  found  the  campers  hiking  to  the  lake,  playing  all  types 
[  unusual  games  before  heading  back  to  chapel.  (The  morning 
•jeaker  was  the  Rev.  Ron  Braxton.)  A  Bible  class  and  music 
fillowed  lunch,  as  did  funtime,  prepared  by  the  girls.  A  study  of 
Ive  relationships  took  place  after  dinner,  as  campers  viewed  a 
'»sh  McDowell  film.  The  evening  campfire  service  concluded  the 
ay's  group  activities. 

i  Wednesday  dawned  with  the  anticipation  of  a  trip  to  Gatlin- 
tlrg.  Campers  toured  the  city,  shopping  to  their  hearts'  delights. 
m  group  gathered  after  dinner  to  attend  the  evening  performance 
:""Fuddy  Duddy." 

Thursday  morning  found  campers  taking  part  in  planned 
ijcreation  before  going  to  chapel  and  hearing  Becky  Jo  Sumner. 
Iijble  and  music  classes  followed  lunch;  and  excitement  grew  as 
je  evening  concert  by  James  Ward  drew  near.  But  the  boys'  fun- 
line  did  help  the  afternoon  hours  to  pass  more  quickly.  The  Ward 
ifncert  provided  a  wonderful  time  for  all,  as  everyone  learned  new 
;  ngs,  listened,  and  was  challenged  to  a  closer  walk  with  God.  The 
isper  service  that  followed  allowed  campers  time  for  self- 
inspection. 

Friday  began  with  James  Ward  presenting  a  seminar  entitled, 
•Ix  for  Rock."  Classes  and  chapel  rounded  out  the  morning, 
ifimpers  participated  in  an  Olympiad  after  lunch  and  concluded 
le  afternoon  activities  with  the  counselors'  presentation  of 
Abigail  Stands  Fast."  The  evening  service  began  with  a  singspira- 
pn,  and  was  followed  by  the  evening  message  ("It's  Friday,  but 
jjinday  IS  Coming,"  delivered  by  Scott  Sowers) .  The  evening  group 
rtivities  concluded  with  a  love  feast. 

Saturday  came  all  too  quickly  and  campers  found  it  quite  dif- 
jult  to  leave.  Tear-filled  eyes  boarded  the  buses  and  headed  back 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

(Continued  on  Page  20) 


Sanctuary  Dedication 
And  Homecoming  at 
Sts.  Delight  Church 

A  sanctuary  dedication  and 
homecoming  will  be  observed 
at  Sts.  Delight  Church,  near 
New  Bern,  on  September  9.  The 
worship  services  will  begin  at 
11  a.m.  There  will  be  special 
music  presented  by  the  Melody 
Makers.  The  Rev.  Noah  Brown 
Sr.  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Dublin  Grove  Church 
Announces  Homecoming 

Dublin  Grove  Church,  in 
Beaufort  County,  will  have  its 
annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, September  16.  All  former 
members  and  former  pastors 
are  especially  invited,  along 
with  friends  of  the  church. 
Regular  services  will  begin 
with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m. 
and  worship  services  and 
homecoming  services  at  11 
a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall. 

The  church  is  located  one 
mile  southeast  of  Aurora,  turn 
right  off  Highway  33  on  rural 
road  1002.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend  these  services. 

Central  Youth  to 
Have  Meeting 

The  Central  District  Youth 
Fellowship  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  September  15,  1984, 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Middlesex. 
Registration  will  be  at  10  a.m., 
with  the  meeting  starting  at 
10:30  a.m.  Everyone  is  invited 
to  attend.  A  day  of  fun  and  ex- 
citement is  planned. 

The  next  two  meetings  of  the 
Central  District  Youth 
Fellowship  will  be  held  as 
follows:  November  17,  at  Black 
Jack  Church,  Route  3,  Green- 
ville; and  on  January  19,  at 
Elm  Grove  Church,  Route  1, 
Ayden. 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


9 


THE  MODEL  CHILD 


Few  of  us  experience  "The 
Model  Child,"  for  no  one  is 
perfect!  However,  we  have 
about  eight  "model  children" 
in  Central  Cottage.  Now,  they 
may  not  be  the  kind  of  model 
child  that  you  have  in  mind,  but 
they  are,  nonetheless,  model 
children. 

All  eight  boys  have,  for 
several  months,  been  involved 
in  a  model  assembly  project.  It 
has  been  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic and  exciting  projects 
taken  on  by  our  boys  this  year. 
A  gentleman  from  Rocky 
Mount,  has  been  furnishing  the 
plastic  models  for  over  a  year. 
(We  hope  to  give  you  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  him  soon.) 
The  models  consist  of 
airplanes,  jets,  motorcycles, 
tanks,  trucks,  cars  and  boats  of 
various  sizes,  shapes  and 
designs.  It  is  amazing  how 
carefully  detailed  the  children 
have  been  in  their  assemblies. 

These  models  are  more  than 
"just  for  fun";  they  are  being 
assembled  with  a  specific  goal 
in  mind.  In  November  at  our 
annual  Thanksgiving  Service, 
all  of  these  models  will  be  on 
display  for  our  visitors  to  see. 
After  a  period  of  display,  there 
will  be  a  "Grand  Auction,"  and 
they  will  go  to  the  highest  bid- 
ders. The  money  will  be  given 
directly  to  the  child  as  reward 
for  his  efforts  and  skills  in  the 
model  assemblies.  At  the  same 
time,  it  will  give  our  visitors 
fresh  reminders  of  their  part  in 
our  child  care  ministry,  as  they 
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daily  see  them  displayed  in 
their  living  rooms  or  dens,  after 
taking  them  home. 

Please  consider  this  project 
between  now  and  Thanksgiv- 
ing, and  come  prepared  to 
place  your  bid  into  the  develop- 
ment of  our  children's  skills 
and  future. 

TRAINING 
FOR  YOUNGSTERS 

On  August  7,  a  training 
course  on  "Multi-Media 
Standard  First  Aid"  was  con- 
ducted by  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  Wilson.  Cindy  Rhodes, 
Betty  Worley,  and  Travis  King 
completed  the  all-day  course 
and  received  certificates  in 
first  aid  and  CPR.  We  would 
like  to  congratulate  them  on 
their  achievements  and  par- 
ticipation in  this  course. 

On  July  25,  a  workshop  was 
held  entitled,  "Babysitter's 
Training  Course"  for  11-16  year 
olds.  This  workshop,  conducted 
by  various  professionals  from 
around  the  area,  was  de- 
signed to  help  children  know 
what  to  ask  parents  about  the 
children,  what  to  do  in  case  of  a 
fire,  infant  care,  and  medical 
care.  It  was  a  very  informative 
and  interesting  workshop.  The 
children  that  attended  were 
Karen  Jordan,  Lois  Worley, 
Shirley  Carter,  Judi  Johnson, 
Tammy  Strickland,  and  Donna 
Bailey. 

A  SUMMER  VACATION 

FOR  STATE 
COTTAGE  RESIDENTS 

Beginning  Wednesday,  July 
18,  the  children  of  State  Cot- 
tage, accompanied  by  their 
housemother,  Mrs.  Hazel 
Brown,  and  the  relief 
houseparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Renner,  thoroughly  en- 
joyed spending  three  wonder- 
ful, fun-filled  days  in  a  cottage 
near  Ocean  Isle  Beach.  They 


were  joined  by  Mrs.  Browii 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  Rejj 
and  Mike,  and  their  two  smi 
children.  The  cottage  w| 
loaned  to  Mrs.  Brown  and  hj 
children  through  the  kindne  t 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Millt 

Children   and  houseparei 
enjoyed  the  sun,  sand  and  si 
of  this  beautiful  beach,  thj 
after  sun  and  fun  it  was  back 
this  delightful  cottage  for  pla 
relaxation  and  watching  era] 
from  the  pier.  They  also  e;i 
joyed  an  afternoon  and  evenii 
at  Magic  Harbor,  a  wonderi 
center   of   delightful  ride 
shops,  shows,  and  entertals 
ment  galore ! 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  the] 
thoughts  and  conversatic 
filled  with  delightful  memori 
of  a  wonderful  beach  outin 
they  boarded  the  van  for 
journey  to  Rockingham.  Ow 
there,  they  were  warm 
greeted  by  the  pastor  of  Ea 
Rockingham  Church,  the  Rei 
Carl  Lyons,  and  members  I 
the  congregation,  where  Mr 
Brown  is  a  member.  They  spei 
that  night  in  Rockingham ;  Mr 
Brown  stayed  at  her  own  hom<y 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renner  wei 
guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullan 
and  the  children  were  guests  i 
several  members. 

Sunday  morning  found  all  i 
them  well  rested  and  at  Sunda 
school,  followed  by  an  inspirir 
worship  service  at  East  Roc] 
ingham— a  delightfully  friend! 
atmosphere— at  which  time  tt; 
church  presented  Mrs.  Brow 
with  a  check  in  the  amount  < 
$102.50  to  use  at  her  discretic 
for  State  Cottage. 

After  the  worship  service 
they  were  treated  to  a  delicioi 
covered-dish  dinner  with  score 
of  dishes  of  superbly  prepare 
food.  After  the  meal,  it  wa 
time  to  say  their  heartfe 
"Thank-yous"  and  "Goo( 
byes"    to   these   very  fin 
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^Christian  people  of  East  Rock- 
>  ingham,  who  had  been  so  ex- 
tremely kind  to  them. 

Their    van,    laden  with 
children,  houseparents  and  lug- 
gage,  headed  back   to  Mid- 
dlesex.  Each   and  everyone 
aboard    was    satisfied  and 
Jdelighted    with    the  fond 
j  memories   of   an  enjoyable 
outing  that  they  will  always 
■  remember! 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 
On  September  7,  at  7  p.m., 
the  Pastors'  and  Sunday  School 
Superintendents'  Banquet  will 
be  held  at  College  Hall,  on  the 
|  campus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 
1  The  meal  will  be  catered  by  the 
College.  This  is  an  annual  event 
'  for  ministers,  superintendents, 
j  assistant  superintendents  and 
,  their  wives.  It  is  sponsored  by 
the  North  Carolina  Free  Will 
Baptist  State  Sunday  School 
j  Convention. 

This  banquet   has   been  a 
.  great  success.  It  provides  an 
opportunity  for  fellowship,  for 
meeting   other   pastors  and 
(  superintendents,  and  for  con- 
,  tinued   training   in  Christian 
|  education.  Each  year  we  have  a 
j  guest  speaker.  This  year  Dr. 
|  Calvin  Mercer,   professor  of 
Religion  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
,  lege,    will   be   our  speaker. 
.  Calvin   is   presently  writing 
some  of  our  Sunday  school 
■  literature.  He  is  well  qualified 
and  an  excellent  speaker.  His 
;  presentation   will   be  educa- 
( tional  and  inspirational. 

If  you  would  like  to  attend, 
|  send  your  name,  address, 
j  telephone  number,  the  name  of 
!  your  church  and  conference, 
,  and  the  number  of  people  com- 
ing with  you,  to  Bryant  Hines, 
Route  9,  Box  138,  Goldsboro, 
!  North  Carolina  27530. 
'  This  banquet  is  only  one  of 
'  many  services  the  State  Sun- 
j  day  School  Convention  offers  to 
!  our  Sunday  schools  and  our 
'  educational  leaders.  Work- 
j  shops  are  offered  at  the  annual 
I  meeting    for    teachers  of 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


children,  youth,  and  adults, 
along  with  an  educational  ad- 
ministration workshop  for 
pastors  and  superintendents. 
The  State  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention offers  many  practical 
services  and  resources  through 
the  field  secretary.  Also,  it  will 
be  offering  very  soon  some 
revised   certificate  programs 


for  teachers  and  superin- 
tendents. As  soon  as  possible 
The  Sunday  School  Reporter 
will  begin  to  be  published  once 
again.  It  will  be  a  newsletter 
full  of  practical  articles  and 
ideas  you  can  use.  You  will  be 
receiving  more  information 
about  these  programs  and  ser- 
vices in  the  near  future. 


A  CHRISTIAN  CAMPGROUND 

Cragmont  Assembly  was  established  in  1945-46  by  the  united  ef- 
forts of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina.  The  prop- 
erty formerly  housed  a  private  sanitorium  known  as  Cragmont 
Sanitorium.  The  property  consists  of  115  acres  on  the  slopes  of 
Mount  Allen  just  north  of  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina,  on  North 
Fork  Road.  The  initial  purchase  price  of  $10,000  was  raised  and 
paid  off  within  six  months  after  the  property  was  deemed  suitable 
for  camping  and  retreats.  We  thank  God  for  the  foresight  of  our 
forefathers  in  making  this  wise  investment  in  the  denomination's 
future. 

When  purchased,  the  property  consisted  of  one  three-story 
main  building  and  several  smaller  buildings.  Some  time  later,  an 
eight-unit  motel,  a  gym,  and  two  small  renovated  dwellings  were 
added.  In  1971,  two  dormitory  complexes  were  added,  followed  by  a 
kitchen-dining  hall  in  1974.  As  a  result  of  much  hard  work,  financial 
drives,  and  prayer,  the  1979  camping  season  was  opened  in  the  new 
main  building  and  chapel.  The  total  evaluation  of  the  property  now 
is  approximately  $1,500,000.  God  has  richly  blessed  our  ministry  at 
Cragmont. 

Cragmont' s  mission  has  been  stated  by  one  of  its  most  ardent 
supporters  in  three  words:  Inspiration,  Instruction,  and  Recrea- 
tion. From  its  beginning,  conferences,  camps,  and  retreats  have 
been  planned  for  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall.  In  all  conferences, 
plans  are  made  for  helpful  instruction,  inspiration,  and  wholesome 
recreation.  Many  happy  hours  are  spent  on  hikes,  planned  outings, 
or  just  sitting  in  the  rocking  chairs  on  the  front  porch  enjoying  the 
beauty  of  the  valley  across  from  Mount  Allen.  Participants  learn 
that  Christianity,  if  it  is  to  be  genuine,  must  encompass  ones  entire 
being. 

Cragmont  has  been  described  as  our  "Summer  Youth  Camp." 
Certainly  it  is,  but  it  is  so  much  more.  From  its  inception,  it  was 
designed  to  accommodate  all  our  people.  The  roots  of  Mount  Olive 
College  are  even  found  at  Cragmont.  It  was  chartered  in  1951  as 
Mount  Allen  Junior  College.  It  moved  to  Mount  Olive  in  1953  and  the 
name  was  changed  in  1956.  Today,  there  are  six  youth  weeks,  two 
woman's  auxiliary  weeks  plus  a  weekend,  one  week  for  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Ministers  and  one  week  for  General  Baptist 
Ministers.  The  use  of  Cragmont  by  church  groups  for  spring  and 
fall  retreats  is  increasing  in  popularity.  Vacationers  are  invited  to 
use  Cragmont  for  overnight  lodging,  as  space  is  available,  except 
in  the  winter.  Cragmont  has  much  to  offer  people  of  all  ages.  Plan 
to  use  it  this  year! 

Cragmont' s  future  is  as  bright  as  we  allow  it  to  be.  Your  sup- 
port with  gifts,  prayers,  and  presence  must  be  continuous  to  insure 
its  future  growth,  progress,  and  ministry. 
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ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  FOUR- YEAR  PROGRAM 


Members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  which  helped  to  develop  curricula  for  the 
four-year  program  for  ministerial  students  included  (left  to  right) :  the  Rev.  Marvin 
Waters,  pastor  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern;  the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes, 
pastor  of  Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama;  Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes,  dean  of  the  College;  and 
the  Rev.  L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  of  Princeton,  a  retired  minister  of  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference. 


FIRST  JUNIOR  CLASS 
ENROLLS  AT  MOC 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

The  long-awaited  four-year 
program  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege has  begun.  With  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  first  junior  class  on 
August  29,  Mount  Olive  ceased 
to  be  a  two-year  college.  Next 
fall  we  will  have  our  first  senior 
class,  and  then  Mount  Olive  will 
be  a  four-year  college! 

Our  mission  is  to  develop  a 
great  Christian  college.  An 
academic  program  charac- 
terized by  excellence,  a  cam- 
pus environment  which  fosters 
wholesome  living,  a  genuine 
concern  for  students,  financial 
aid  adequate  to  meet  the  needs 
of  worthy  students  and  a  firm 
commitment  to  the  Christian 
faith— these  are  the  qualities 
for  which  we  wish  Mount  Olive 
to  be  known.  We  believe  this 
kind  of  college  is  eminently 
needed. 

Major  Requirements  for 
Senior  College  Program 

The  development  of  a  fully- 
accredited    senior  college, 


however,  is  a  stupendous 
undertaking.  Achieving  this 
goal  will  require  the  same  faith 
and  commitment  as  did  begin- 
ning the  junior  college  program 
thirty  years  ago:  Among  the 
major  requirements  to  be  met 
are  the  following: 

1.  Faculty:  During  the  two- 
year  period  of  1984-86  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  College 
to  at  least  double  the  number 
of  faculty  members  with 
earned  doctor's  degrees  in 
the  field  of  their  instruction. 
The  increase  in  doctorates 
will  be  from  four  to  a  mini- 
mum of  eight,  preferably 
ten. 

2.  Library:  The  number  of 
books  in  the  library  must  be 
increased  from  37,000  to 
50,000  "as  soon  as  possible." 
The  average  cost  of  a  library 
book  is  now  $25,  which 
means  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $325,000  for  new 
books.  Also,  additional  staff 
will  be  needed  to  assist  with 
cataloging  these  volumes. 
The  long-range  goal  for  the 
library  must  be  a  minimum 


of  100,000  volumes  by  the 
year  2000. 

3.  An  Office  of  Career  Develop- 
ment and  Placement  must 
be  added  by  1985. 

4.  The  construction  of  a  student 
union-cafeteria  should  begin 
not  later  than  the  1986-87 
year. 

5.  By  the  1989-90  year,  con- 
struction  should  begin  on  a 
fine  arts  center  (music,  art, 
drama). 

6.  Additional  on-campus  stu- 
dent housing  is  already 
needed. 

7.  The  endowment  should  be  in-  , 
creased   from   its  present 
level    of    $1,250,000  to 
$6,500,000   by   1990   and  to 
$10,000,000  by  1995. 

8.  Adequate  funds  to  maintain 
an  annual  balanced  budget 
are  essential. 

SEPTEMBER  PLANNING 
SESSION  FOR 
COLLEGE  DINNERS 

Plans  are  completed  for  the 
remaining  Planning  Sessions 
for  the  annual  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Dinners.  Several  sessions 
were  held  in  August. 

"I  have  been  pleased  with  the 
attendance  and  interest,  so 
far,"  said  Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss, 
coordinator  of  the  dinners.  "It 
is  vitally  important  that  the 
pastor  and  the  committee 
members  from  each  church  at- 
tend their  Planning  Session  so 
that  they  may  receive  up-to- 
date  information  about  the  Col- 
lege and  a  packet  of  literature 
for  their  dinner." 

The  following  is  the  schedule 
for  the  remaining  Planning  Ses- 
sions. 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin,  and  Pas- 
quotank Counties,  Thursday,  Septem- 
ber 6,  7:30  p.m.,  Mount  Tabor 
Church,  near  Creswell. 

Pamlico  County,  Sunday,  September  9, 
2  p.m.,  Mount  Zion  Church,  near  Van- 
demere. 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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THE  ANNUAL 
STATE  CONVENTION 
MISSIONS  RALLY 

BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  IN  CHARGE 

SEPTEMBER  12,  1984 
COLLEGE  HALL 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

7:30  P.M. 


GUEST  SPEAKER 

DR.  PAUL  B.  SMITH 

Dr.  Smith  is  pastor  of  The  People's 
Church  in  Toronto,  Canada.  He  is  an 
outstanding  preacher,  and  an  authority 
on  world  missions. 


TESTIMONY 


Phil  Shepard 

'nil  will  share  about  his  experiences  in 
tie  Philippines  this  summer. 


SPECIAL  MUSIC 

The  Hines  Cousins 

Guyla  Evans,  JoAnn  Pennington, 
and  Alice  Hines 
They  will  sing  a  medley  of  songs  that 
edify  Jesus.  This  will  delight  your  heart. 


THEME 

"What  the  World  Needs  Is  Jesus" 

SPECIAL  OFFERING 

Your  special  offering  for  Foreign  Missions  will  help  reach  around  the  world  with  the  gospel. 

YOU  WILL  SURELY  WANT  TO  BE  IN  ATTENDANCE  FOR 
ONE  OF  THE  MOST  EXCITING  NIGHTS  OF  YOUR  LIFE. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
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NEWS  FROM  OUR  HOME  FRONT 


AGAPE  MISSION: 

Greetings  to  everyone  from 
Agape  Mission.  We  would  like 
to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  sup- 
port of  Home  Missions.  It  really 
gives  us  joy  to  see  more  and 
more  people  realizing  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  in  new 
areas.  We  have  lost  a  lot  of  good 
people  in  the  past,  because 
their  jobs  have  taken  them  to 
cities  where  there  were  no  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches. 

Winning  souls  for  Christ  is 
the  most  important  goal  of 
every  born-again  child  of  God. 
This  is  Agape  Mission's  most 
important  goal,  but  we  have 
other  goals.  One  is  to  be  an 
established  church.  Another  is 
to  send  out  missionaries  to 
other  areas. 

Our  location  is  convenient  to 
Raleigh,  Cary,  and  Garner.  As 
we  grow,  we  would  like  to  send 
twenty-five  or  thirty  good 
workers  to  other  areas,  with 
hopes  of  a  chain  reaction.  When 
we  fill  a  church,  we  don't  need 
to  tear  down  walls.  We  need  to 
send  out  missionaries  to  break 
new  ground.  When  we  replace 
those  we  lost,  send  out  more. 
We  have  many  churches  afraid 
to  part  with  their  members.  To 
quote  another  pastor,  "Some 
instead  of  being  fishers  of  men 
have  become  keepers  of 
aquariums."  Some  don't  want 
to  leave  a  church  they  have 
been  a  member  of  for  a  long 
period  of  time.  Don't  be  at- 
tached to  a  building,  be  at- 
tached to  God,  and  go  where  He 
leads  you.  Missions  need 
laborers. 

Agape  has  made  a  few 
necessary  moves  since  we 
started  on  Glen  Eden  Drive,  but 
I  feel  each  one  was  for  a  pur- 
pose. We  moved  from  Glen 
Eden  to  a  Seventh  Day  Adven- 
tist   Church   on   St.  Mary's 


Street,  which  we  were  hoping  to 
purchase,  but  God  had  other 
plans.  We  moved  from  St. 
Mary's  Street  to  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  School  in  the 
area  where  we  now  are 
meeting.  We  are  meeting  in  the 
Swift  Creek  Community 
Center,  which  is  about  two 
miles  from  our  land. 

In  May  of  1983,  we  purchased 
one  and  one-half  acres  of  land 
and  an  option  on  another  acre 
and  one -half  adjoining  it,  in  the 
center  of  a  rapid  growing  com- 
munity. To  show  how  God 
works,  our  option  was  up  on  the 
one  and  one-half  acre  lot  June 
3.  A  few  weeks  before  I  re- 
ceived a  call  from  H.  B. 
Strickland  from  Everett  Chapel 
in  Clayton.  He  told  me  their 
Sunday  school  class  felt  led  to 
raise  some  money  for  Agape 
Mission.  They  didn't  know 
anything  about  the  option  on 
the  land,  but  the  date  they  set 
for  their  goal  of  $1,000  was  June 
3.  With  the  help  and  support  of 
them,  the  total  raised  was 
$3,102.  The  class,  by  the  way,  is 
made  up  of  six  teenagers, 
taught  by  Yvonne  Green  and 
H.  B.  Strickland.  Thanks  to 
Everett  Chapel,  not  only  for 
their  financial  support,  but  for 
their  prayers  and  moral  sup- 
port as  well. 

We  also  had  a  bike-a-thon  in 
May  to  help  pay  for  the  land. 
We  mailed  letters  and  pledge 
sheets  to  256  of  our  churches, 
all  for  whom  we  had  addresses. 
We  heard  from  only  eight. 
Seven  with  pledges,  one  with 
prayers,  which  we  need  even 
more  than  money.  If  you  are 
waiting  for  the  miles  I  rode,  it 
was  ten.  Our  thanks  and  God 
bless  the  eight  who  responded: 
Holy  Cross,  Greensboro; 
Friendship,  Farmville;  Fel- 
lowship, Wilson;  Victory,  Hope 


Mills;  Elwood  Lane,  Ka 
napolis;  Saint  Paul,  Elizabe 
City;  Folkstone,  Sneads  Ferr 
and  Heritage,  Charlotte.  Tot 
received  from  these  church* 
was  $690.97. 

We  are  hoping  to  build  sooi 
The  building  we  are  going  l| 
build  will  later  be  a  fellowshi 
building. 

Pray  for  us  that  we  may  be 
great  soul-winning  station  fc 
our  Lord. 

Ronnie  He' 

CHARLOTTE :  Throug 
Church  Extension  we  are  no1 
involved  in  supporting  the  Re^ 
Ken  Hardison  as  the  pastor  (I 
Heritage  Church  in  Charlotte 
When  Dr.  Eugene  Postoi 
resigned  as  pastor,  the  churo 
was  low  in  attendance  anj 
needed  some  help  to  continue  1 
function.  The  Board  has  agree 
to  help  the  church  for  one  yeai 

FAYETTEVILLE:  August  j 
was  a  historic  day.  Th 
Eastwood  Church  buildin 
became  the  facilities  of  th 
Haymount  Church.  Th 
Eastwood  Church  voted  to  ii 
vite  the  Haymount  Church  1 
move  into  the  Eastwooi 
building  with  all  members  ha^, 
ing  the  privilege  of  joining  th 
Haymount  Church. 

K ANNAPOLIS:  Because 
preacher  and  a  following  trie 
to  take  the  Mount  Olive  Fre 
Will  Baptist  Church  out  of  th 
denomination,  it  was  split.  Th 
Piedmont  Conference  Exi 
cutive  Committee  asked  th 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Ej 
tension  Board  to  help.  Brothe 
W.  S.  Burns  moved  on  the  fiel 
and  has  assumed  the  duties  ( 
pastoring  under  our  directioi 
This  is  a  joint  effort  with  th 
Piedmont  Conference. 
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FAITH -THE 
WAY  TO  GO 

Wesson  Text:  Romans  1:1,  3-17 
lemory  Verse:  Romans  1:17 

In  the  movie,  Martin  Luther, 
he  great  reformer  finds  in  the 
3ible  a  statement  that  we  are 
;aved  by  faith.  Enthusiastical- 
y  he  pens  in  the  margin  the 
^atin  word  "Sola!"  We  are 
saved  by  faith  alone,  he  was 
saying.  He  was  in  revolt 
igainst  a  popular  teaching  of 
he  time.  People  were  getting 
che  impression  that  one  could 
3arn  his  way  to  Heaven  by  do- 
jig  good— or  failing  in  that,  buy 
inis  way  with  money.  Against 
chat  extreme  Luther  spoke  of 
salvation  by  faith.  But  his  state- 
iment  went  beyond  his  belief.  He 
never  thought  we  are  literally 
paved  by  faith  alone.  No 
thoughtful  Christian  ever 
believed  that. 

We  are  saved  by  faith.  We  are 
saved  by  grace.  We  are  saved 
by  the  power  of  God.  We  are 
saved  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 
Luther  did  not  mean  to  deny 
any  of  these  statements. 

It  would  be  good  for  every 
^Christian  to  read  through  the 
New  Testament  and  make  a  list 
of  all  the  things  by  which  it  says 
we  are  saved,  or  justified,  or 
brought  into  God's  Kingdom. 
With  such  a  list  before  him,  he 

i 

could  never  say  we  are  saved 
(by  any  one  thing  alone. 

Among  the  things  involved  in 
our  salvation  are  things  we 
ourselves  do.  To  deny  this  is  to 
deny  the  words  of  Jesus 
himself.  Read  Matthew  7:21; 
^24: 45-51;  25:31-36.  But  what  we 
•do  is  not  enough  to  earn  our 
salvation.  Even  the  best  of  us 
still  have  to  depend  on  God's 
grace  to  give  us  what  we  do  not 
deserve,  and  God's  grace  is 
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received  through  our  faith 
(Ephesians  2:8). 

Faith  is  the  way  to  go,  as  our 
lesson  title  puts  it.  Faith  leads 
us  to  accept  Jesus  as  our  Lord. 
Faith  motivates  us  to  obey  Him 
faithfully  year  after  year.  And 
faith  is  rewarded  when  the 
grace  of  God  takes  away  our 
sins  and  presents  us  spotless 
before  the  throne.  The  first 
chapter  of  Romans  brings  us 
some  significant  thoughts 
about  faith— and  more. 

Here  is  a  brief  account  of 
Paul's  third  missionary 
journey. 

1.  He  started  from  Antioch  in 
Syria  (Acts  18:23)  about  A.D. 
54. 

2.  He  visited  and  strength- 
ened the  disciples  in  Galatia 
and  Phrygia  (Acts  18:23). 

3.  He  taught  in  Ephesus 
more  than  two  years  (Acts  19). 

4.  He  went  on  to  Macedonia, 
where  there  were  churches  in 
Philippi,  Thessalonica,  and 
Berea  at  least  (Acts  20:1). 

5.  He  went  to  Corinth  (Acts 
20:1-3),  where  he  wrote  his  let- 
ter to  the  Romans  about  A.D. 
58. 

6.  Paul  encouraged  the 
Christians  to  make  an  offering 
for  poor  brethren  in  Judea 
(1  Corinthians  16:1-4).  He  went 
with  others  to  deliver  the  offer- 
ing (Acts  21:1-16). 

7.  Paul  was  planning  to  go  to 
Rome  and  on  to  Spain  after  this 
task  was  done  (Romans 
15:20-28).  He  did  reach  Rome 
about  A.D.  61,  but  as  a  prisoner 
(Acts  21:17-28:16). 

Faith  is  indeed  the  way  to  go. 
It  is  the  way  from  sin  to 
righteousness,  from  the  realm 
of  Satan  to  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
from  death  to  life,  from  earth  to 
Heaven. 

In  conclusion,  let's  nail  down 
two  great  thoughts  about  this 
marvelous  way. 

1.  Faith  is  a  way,  not  an 
escalator.  It  does  not  carry  us 


to  Heaven  without  any  effort  on 
our  part.  We  have  to  walk  in  the 
way.  We  must  obey  the  Saviour 
in  whom  we  have  faith. 

2.  Faith  is  to  be  shared.  We 
are  to  bring  others  to  walk  with 
us  in  the  way.  It  is  our  obliga- 
tion. We  owe  this  to  our  Saviour 
and  to  our  fellowmen  who  are 
out  of  the  way.  Till  we  do  it,  we 
are  in  debt. 


Heavenly  Father,  You  have 
led  us  in  the  way  of  faith  and 
placed  in  our  hands  the  gospel 
of  salvation.  We  acknowledge 
our  debt  both  to  You  and  to  all 
people  who  have  not  yet  heard 
the  gospel.  Since  You  have 
given  us  the  means  to  pay  that 
debt  to  our  fellowmen,  may  we 
have  also  the  courage  and 
energy  and  determination  to  do 
it,  we  ask  in  Jesus'  name. 
Amen.  —  Standard  Lesson  Com- 
mentary 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Noah  D.  Brown  Sr. 
announces  that  he  is  available 
for  full-time  or  part-time 
pastoral  work.  His  address  is 
Saints  Delight  Church  Road, 
Box  150,  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina  28560;  phone,  638-5427. 


The  Rev.  Winford  L. 
Brickhouse  announces  that  he 
is  available  for  pastoral  work 
on  first  and  third  Sundays.  His 
address  is  Route  2,  Box  259,  Co- 
lumbia, North  Carolina  27925; 
phone,  796-0249. 


Grady  Simpson,  a  licensed 
minister  of  Trent  Church  in 
Merritt,  is  available  for 
pastoral  and  evangelistic  ser- 
vices. He  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  63,  Bayboro,  North 
Carolina  28515;  or  by  phone  at 
(919)  745-3185. 
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SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading -Ezekiel  29-32 

EASY  WHEN  WE'RE  YOUNG 

An  old  teacher  was  once  taking  a  walk 
through  a  forest  with  a  pupil  by  his  side.  The  old 
man  suddenly  stopped  and  pointed  to  four  plants 
close  at  hand.  The  first  was  just  beginning  to 
peep  above  the  ground,  the  second  had  rooted 
itself  pretty  well  into  the  earth,  the  third  was  a 
small  shrub,  while  the  fourth  was  a  full-sized 
tree.  The  tutor  said  to  his  young  companion: 

"Pull  up  the  first." 

The  boy  easily  pulled  it  up  with  his  fingers. 
"Now  pull  up  the  second." 
The  youth  obeyed,  but  found  the  task  not  so 
easy. 

"And  now  the  third." 

The  boy  had  to  put  forth  all  his  strength,  and 
was  obliged  to  use  both  arms  to  uproot  it. 

"And  now,"  said  the  master,  "try  your  hand 
upon  the  fourth." 

But,  lo,  the  trunk  of  the  tall  tree,  grasped  in 
the  arms  of  the  youth,  hardly  shook  its  leaves. 

"This,  my  son,  is  just  what  happens  with  our 
bad  habits.  When  they  are  young,  we  can  cast 
them  out  more  readily  with  the  help  of  God;  but 
when  they  are  old,  it  is  hard  to  uproot  them, 
though  we  pray  and  struggle  ever  so  sincerely." 


How  habits  cling  to  us!  The  word  habit 
comes  from  a  Latin  word  which  indicates  that 
habits  have  us,  instead  of  our  having  them.  In- 
stead of  saying  to  a  person,  "He  has  a  bad 
habit,"  we  might  well  say,  "A  bad  habit  has 
him."  How  necessary  then  it  is  to  form  right 
habits! 


MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  33-36 

A  CHAINED  EAGLE 
A  hunter  in  the  Alleghanies  one  day  shot  a 
large  bald  eagle.  The  bird  measured  seven  feet 
two  inches  across  the  wings.  When  the  sports- 
man went  to  examine  his  prize,  he  was  aston- 
ished to  find  one  of  the  eagle's  claws  held  firmly 
in  a  powerful  steel  trap  to  which  was  attached  a 
steel  chain  five  feet  long.  Trap  and  chain  had 
many  marks  of  vicious  blows  from  the  eagle's 
bill,  showing  how  he  had  vainly  endeavored  to 
free  himself  from  them.  While  they  had  not  been 
heavy  enough  to  prevent  his  flying,  the  hunter 


believed  that  they  had  so  impeded  and  wearie 
him  as  to  be  the  cause  of  bringing  the  great  bir 
within  the  reach  of  his  rifle. 

Many  a  fine  man  with  brain  and  imaginatio 
and  heart  capable  of  high-soaring  flight  has  bee 
brought  within  reach  of  the  enemy's  gun  by  som 
trap  of  vicious  appetite  or  passion  that  has  hel 
him  down  from  his  place  among  the  stars. 


How  wise  the  admonition  in  Hebrews:  "Li 
us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  dot 
so  easily  beset  us. " 

TUESDAY,  n 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  37-39 

HARD  TO  CHANGE 
The  well-known  sports  columnist,  Grantlan 
Rice,  in  his  "Sportlight,"  gave  two  splendid  i 
lustrations  of  the  value  of  learning  things  earl 
in  life.  Mr.  Rice  spoke  to  Gene  Sarazen,  profes 
sional  golfer  of  many  years'  successful  compet 
tion.  He  asked  Sarazen  why  he  continued  to  us 
his  old  grip  on  the  golf  club,  when  he  had  learnec 
as  he  confessed,  of  a  better  one.  Said  Gene:  "If 
hard  to  break  old  habits.  I  won  the  United  State 
Open  with  this  grip  when  I  was  twenty-one. 
thought  then  that  it  was  perfect.  I  found  out  late 
that  it  was  not— when  it  was  too  late."  Rice  als 
interviewed  Ty  Cobb,  the  greatest  of  them  al 
and  asked  why,  throughout  his  brilliant  baseba 
career,  he  held  his  hands  so  far  apart  when  ba 
ting.  "It  all  started,"  Cobb  answered,  "when 
was  a  kid  of  twelve.  I  was  a  stringy  youngstei 
and  all  the  bats  were  too  big  and  heavy  for  me. 
had  to  hold  them  that  way  to  swing  them.  One 
you  build  up  habits  as  a  kid,  they  are  hard  t 
change."  It  is  important,  you  see,  to  build  rigl: 
habits  when  you  are  young.  No  child  is  too  youn 
to  learn  about  Christ. 


The  earlier,  the  better — which  is  a  reminde 
for  parents,  ministers,  Sunday  school  teachen 
and  all  who  work  with  children,  to  be  faithful  t 
God  in  respect  to  children. 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Ezekiel  40-42 

A  DANGEROUS  HABIT 
The  faultfinding  habit  is  a  bad  one.  It  is  ea.l 
ly  acquired  and  not  readily  broken.  We  live  in  ij 
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-Imperfect  world.  Everything  is  flawed  and 
defective.  Institutions  all  blunder  and  fall  short 
)f  the  ideal.  Persons  are  all  erring  creatures  and 
;heir  faults  give  us  offense.  But  one  should  not 
jay  too  much  attention  to  the  faults  of  others  or 
j;o  the  defects  of  the  world  in  which  he  lives.  He 
!nay  become  a  chronic  faultfinder,  and  in  that 
;ase  he  will  become  a  grumbler.  If  he  is  not 
careful,  he  will  degenerate  into  a  growler.  And  if 
lie  growls  long  enough,  he  will  degenerate  into  a 
imarler,  and  in  the  end  he  will  become  a  cynic. 
When  a  man  has  become  a  cynic,  he  has  reached 
the  bottom.  There  is  nothing  lower  than 
cynicism.  A  cynic  is  of  no  account  either  to 
limself  or  to  anyone  else.  He  is  a  nuisance  and  a 
jitumbling  block.  He  did  not  intend  at  the  start  to 
jecome  a  cynic. 


14 


He  began  by  finding  fault,  and  the  habit  grew 
m  him  until  his  mind  became  twisted  and  his 

! 

xeart  sour. 


THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 


13 


Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  43-45 

I  AM  HABIT 
It  is  mighty  hard  to  shake  me ; 
In  my  brawny  arms  I  take  thee ; 
I  can  either  make  or  break  thee ; 
I  am  Habit! 

Through  each  day  I  slowly  mold  thee ; 
Soon  my  tight' ning  chains  enfold  thee; 
Then  it  is  with  ease  I  hold  thee ; 

Thus  is  Habit! 

I  can  be  both  good  and  vile ; 
I  can  e'en  be  worth  your  while, 
Or  the  cause  of  your  bitter  cry 
I  am  Habit! 

Oft  I've  proved  myself  a  pleasure ; 
Proved  myself  a  priceless  treasure, 
Or  a  menace  past  all  measure ; 

Thus  is  Habit! 

Harmless  though  I  sometimes  seem,  yet 
My  strange  force  is  like  a  magnet; 
Like  a  great  and  greedy  dragnet; 
I  am  Habit! 

Though  you  sometimes  fear  or  doubt  me 
No  one  yet  has  lived  without  me; 
I  am  present  all  about  thee ; 

Thus  is  Habit! 


Choose  me  well  when  you  are  starting 
Seldom  is  an  easy  parting; 
I'm  a  devil  or  a  darling! 

I  am  Habit! 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Ezekiel  46-48 

H-A-B-I-T 

The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  a  bad  habit  is  to 
stop  it  at  once.  If  you  try  tapering  off,  this  is  the 
result.  You  drop  the  "H"  and  you  still  have— 
A  BIT 

You  think  you  are  getting  over  it  by  dropping 
a  little  bit,  so  you  go  on  and  drop  "A"  but  you  still 
are— 

BIT 

That  is  to  say,  you  are  not  getting  on  at  all. 
You  are  deceiving  yourself.  You  are  just  where 
you  were.  You  are  still  bit  by  the  evil  thing.  But 
you  go  on  and  drop  the  "B"  and  you  still  have— 

IT 

And  "it"  is  the  sting  of  habit.  "It"  has  been 
the  trouble  all  along.  You  are  where  you  started. 
Drop  "I"  and  you  have— 

T 

Which  stands  for  temptation.  And  tempta- 
tion is  a  longer  word  to  get  rid  of  than  habit. 


The  best  way  is  found  in  Romans 
6:13 — "Neither  yield  ye  your  members  as  in- 
struments of  unrighteousness  unto  sin:  but  yield 
yourself  unto  God. " 


SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Daniel  1-3 

"A  NICE  LITTLE  SUM  LAID  UP" 
Little  Mary  was  sitting  with  her  Uncle 
George  one  afternoon.  Uncle  George  had  told  her 
to  keep  quiet,  as  he  had  some  accounts  to  look 
over,  so  Mary  busied  herself  with  a  picture  book. 
For  an  hour  all  was  still,  then  Mary  heard  her  un- 
cle say:  "There,  I  have  quite  a  nice  little  sum 
laid  up  against  a  time  of  need."  "What  are  you 
talking  about,  Uncle  George?"  asked  Mary. 
"About  my  treasures,  little  girl,  that  I  have  laid 
up."  "Up  in  Heaven?"  asked  Mary.  "Oh  no, 
Mary;  my  treasures  are  all  on  earth— some  in 
banks  and  some  in  other  places,"  answered  Un- 
cle George.  "But  haven't  you  got  some  in 
Heaven,  too?"  asked  Mary.  "Well,  I  don't 
believe  I  have,"  said  Uncle  George  thoughtfully. 
"But  run  away  and  play  with  your  hoop  now,  for 
I  am  going  out."  Uncle  George  went  out  and  was 
gone  a  long  time,  but  all  the  while  he  was  think- 
ing that,  after  all,  perhaps  he  was  not  so  well  off 
if  he  had  no  treasures  laid  up  in  Heaven,  to  be 
ready  for  him  when  he  left  this  world  and  his 
money  behind  him. 


He  was  so  impressed  with  the  thought  that  he 
wisely  decided  to  lay  up  treasures  in  Heaven. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 

17 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
Study  Course:  We  will  have  a  study 
course  on  missions  presented  by 
Deborah  King;  it  will  be  held  at  Elm 
Grove  Church,  near  Ayden,  on 
November  8.  Further  details  will  be 
given  at  the  Convention. 

Cragmont:  Each  auxiliary  is  re- 
quested to  give  $20  for  the  year. 

We  will  have  a  Memorial  Ser- 
vice to  remember  those  of  our 
auxiliaries  who  worked  so  hard 
and  who  have  now  gone  to  be 
with  the  Lord. 

Please  share  this  letter  with 
your  auxiliary  members  and 
we  ask  that  you  extend  a 
special  tnvitation  to  your  pastor 
to  attend  our  Convention. 

The  District  Officers  look  for- 
ward to  seeing  you  at  the  Fall 
Convention. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Wallie  Hargrove 


September  Is 
Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  Month 


BRIDGE  TO  THE  FUTURE 

To  fulfill  these  requirements,  the  Board  of  Trustees  has 
proved  a  seven-year  (1984-89)  development  program. 

The  Bridge  to  the  Future:  1984-1990 

(Seven- Year  Gift  Support  Goals) 
Scholarships  $  2,700,000 

General  Operating  Budget 

(Includes  Faculty  and  Library) 
Capital  Projects 

(College  Hall  equipment  and  debt  retire- 
ment, Student  Union-Cafeteria,  Fine  Arts 
Building  and  Student  Housing) 
Endowment 


5,400,000 


7,000,000 


5,000,000 


Total 


$20,100,000 


Stewardship 

If  the  cost  of  developing  Mount  Olive  into  a  fully-accredit  1 
four-year  college  appears  high,  let  us  consider  the  cost  of  not  hal- 
ing an  adequate  educational  program.  There  is  never  more  th.ii 
one  generation  between  us  and  the  loss  of  our  heritage,  faith  ail 
future. 

COLLEGE  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  VISIT  SCHOOLS 

Mount  Olive  College,  along  with  other  North  Carolina  collegi 
and  universities,  will  be  participating  in  College  Day  programs  I 
local  high  schools  and  technical  colleges  this  fall.  Please  note  wh^i 
the  program  will  be  held  in  your  area  and  encourage  students  . 
your  family,  your  community  and  your  church  to  talk  to  the  Mout 
Olive  College  representative. 

The  schedule  for  the  week  of  September  10-14  follows. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

Duplin  County,  Monday,  September  10, 
7:30  p.m.,  Cabin  Church,  near  Beula- 
ville. 

Pitt  County,  Monday,  September  17, 

7:30  p.m.,  Reedy  Branch  Church, 

near  Winterville. 
Wilson  County,  Tuesday,  September  18, 

7:30  p.m.,  Daniels  Chapel  Church, 

near  Wilson. 
Sampson,   Harnett,   and  Cumberland 

Counties,  Thursday,  September  20, 

7:30  p.m.,  Oak  Grove  Church,  near 

Newton  Grove. 
Craven  County,  Monday,  September  24, 

8  p.m.,  Saint  Mary's  Church,  New 

Bern. 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT 

Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley,  direc- 
tor of  Admissions  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  will  speak  at 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Albert- 
son,  on  Sunday,  September  9, 
during  the  11  a.m.  worship  ser- 
vice. The  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Bar- 
row is  pastor. 

Mrs.  Riley  is  a  member  of 
Saint  Mary's  Church,  New 
Bern. 


POST  SECONDARY  OPPORTUNITY  SESSION 
(Week  of  September  10-14) 

Monday,  September  10 

8:30-  9:45    Southern  Wayne  Senior  High  School,  Dudley 
10:45-12:00   Lakewood  High  School,  Union  High  School  and  Harrells 

Christian  Academy  at  Lakewood  High  School,  Rosebord 
1:30-  2:45    James  Kenan  and  North  Duplin  High  Schools  at  James  I 
Kenan  High  School,  Warsaw 

Tuesday,  September  11 

8:30-10:00   Hobbton  High  School  and  Midway  High  School  at  Hobbtorl 

High  School,  Newton  Grove 
10 : 30-11 : 30   East  Duplin  High  School,  Beulaville 
1:00-  2:00    South  Lenior  High  School,  Deep  Run 
7:00-  8:30  p.m.    Kinston  High  School,  Arendell  Parrot  Academy  and  Beth(| 
Christian  Academy  at  Kinston  High  School,  Kinston  j 

Wednesday,  September  12 

8:30-  9:30   North  Lenoir  High  School,  La  Grange 
10:00-11:00   Greene  Central  High  School,  Snow  Hill 
1:45-  2:45   Ayden-Grifton  High  School,  Ayden 

Thursday,  September  13 

8:45-10:00   D.  H.  Conley  High  School,  Greenville 
10:30-11:45    J.  H.  Rose  High  School,  Greenville 
1:30-  3:00   North  Pitt  High  School,  Bethel 
6:30-  8:00  p.m.   Washington  City,  Beaufort  County,  Hyde  County  Schools 
(Aurora,  Bath,  Chocowinity,  John  A.  Wilkinson  High, 
Mattamuskeet  High,  Pungo  Christian  Academy,  Wash- 
ington High  School)  at  Beaufort  Community  College, 
Washington 

Friday,  September  lit 

9:00-10:00   Farmville  Central  High  School,  Farmville 
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"AUTUMN  MOUNTAINS" 


A  Cragmont  Limited  Edition 


Picture  this:  3  days  and  4  nights  of  the  genial  hospitality  of  Cragmont  and  the  beauty  of  God's 
reative  handiwork  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  in  Autumn. 

This  year  Cragmont  is  offering  a  special  Fall  retreat.  This  "Limited  Edition"  will  provide  an  ex- 
traordinary opportunity  to  experience  the  Autumn  splendor  of  nature  in  North  Carolina's  "grand  and 
mposing"  mountains,  without  the  hassle  and  strain  of  planning,  searching  for  scenery  and  driving.  All 
trrangements  are  being  made  by  Cragmont  and  offered  for  a  package  price  of  $100  per  person  com- 
pete, excluding  personal  spending  money. 

Transportation  will  be  provided  by  modern  motor  coach  from  several  eastern  North  Carolina 
Wns  to  Cragmont.  Lodging  will  be  in  shared  rooms  in  the  main  building  and  all  meals,  from  supper 
Monday  night  through  breakfast  Friday  morning,  will  be  provided  through  the  dining  hall  at  Crag- 
nont. 

The  really  unique  feature  of  this  retreat,  however,  will  be  the  all-day  excursions  (Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday)  complete  with  picnic  lunch.  These  excursions  will  include  interesting 
ravel  such  as :  a  visit  to  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Minerals  near  Spruce  Pine ;  a  trip  to  Mount 
Mitchell,  tallest  mountain  east  of  Mississippi;  a  tour  of  Cades  Cove,  a  beautiful  mountain  cove  in 
eastern  Tennessee  with  churches,  homes  and  a  grist  mill  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
ientury. 

Some  of  the  routes  taken  will  include  forest  service  roads  to  provide  a  look  at  scenes  not  seen  by  the 
ordinary  tourist.  Transportation  for  these  daily  jaunts  will  be  by  15-passenger  vans,  to  provide  com- 
(ort,  yet  allowing  travel  to  the  mentioned  areas,  which  are  inaccessible  by  bus. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  week  will  be  vespers  each  evening  in  front  of  a  warm,  cozy  fire  in  the 
luge  stone  fireplace  of  the  Cragmont  Chapel.  Following  vespers  will  be  time  for  relaxed  conversation 
ind  warm  fellowship,  including  light  refreshments. 

Limited  Edition  begins  Monday,  October  29,  with  travel  to  Cragmont  and  ends  Friday,  November 
I,  leaving  after  breakfast  to  return  to  eastern  North  Carolina.  Because  of  limited  space  only  42  persons 
can  be  accommodated,  therefore,  reservations  must  be  on  a  first-come  first-served  basis.  To  be 
issured  of  a  place,  fill  in  and  detach  the  registration  below  and  send  it  with  your  $25  non-refundable 
registration  fee  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina  28711. 
rhe  $75  balance  will  be  due  on  or  before  October  15,  1984. 


LIMITED  EDITION,  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina 


28711. 


Full  Name 


Sex 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


County 


Church 


Telephone 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES 

( Continued  from  Page  9 ) 

Grimsley  Church 
Flans  Festival 

Grimsley  Church,  located  on 
Highway  903  between  Maury 
and  Snow  Hill,  will  hold  its  an- 
nual Fall  Festival  on  Saturday, 
September  8.  The  festival, 
which  is  scheduled  from  10  a.m. 
to  3  p.m.,  will  climax  with  an 
auction  from  2-3.  Hot  dogs  and 
drinks  will  be  on  sale  all  day,  as 
well  as  crafts,  Christmas  ar- 
ticles, baked  and  canned  items. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  come 
and  see  them  at  the  festival. 

Community  Church 
Announces  Homecoming 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  Community  Church, 
1506  Washington  Avenue, 
Weldon,  on  September  16.  The 
Rev.  Jack  Mayo  will  deliver  the 
homecoming  message.  All 
members  and  friends  are  in- 
vited. 


REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  September  7 

Smyrna  Church,  Blounts  Creek 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Weber, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  A.  G.  Smith,  pas- 
tor 


September  10-14 

Community  Church,  1506  Wash- 
ington Avenue,  Weldon 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
Prayer  rooms  open:  7:15 
p.m. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Cox, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Billy  Ray  Jordan, 

pastor 
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Continued  from  Page  9) 

Bible  studies  were  taught  from  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  ai 
evening  dorm  devotionals  were  from  the  Book  of  John. 

Counselors  for  the  week  were:  Nancy  Boykin,  Ron  Braxto 
Nancy  Cale,  Lisa  Carraway,  David  Crisp,  Geraldine  and  Walla] 
Garner,  Jeffery  Harrison,  Lorri  Herring,  Jay  Hudson,  Reed  Ke 
nedy,  Laura  and  Wayne  King,  and  Scott  and  Janie  Sower 
Campers  recognized  were  as  follows:  Best  All  Around— Tan 
May,  Best  Girl  Camper— Dena  Lewis,  Best  Boy  Camper— Lini| 
Fulcher. 

There  were  six  first-time  decisions  for  Christ  made  during  tl 
week;  but  it  can  safely  be  said,  that  every  camper  encountered  tl 
Lord  in  a  powerful  way  during  the  week,  with  most  rededicatii 
themselves  to  the  Lord  and  His  service. 
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No  Pat  Answers: 
But  a  Cure  Needed 

How  would  you  respond  if  I  asked  you :  How  can  you  tell  if 
your  church  is  healthy? 

Finding  pat  answers  to  such  a  query  is  not  a  difficult  task, 
for  many  experts  stand  ready,  able,  and  prepared  to  reply. 
Yes,  many  of  their  answers  can  be  useful  as  long  as  we  under- 
stand that  they  only  apply  in  certain  set  conditions.  We  cannot 
get  carried  away  and  assume  that  one-dimensional  yardsticks 
and  easy  answers  are  appropriate  to  every  situation— for  they 
are  not!  History  has  shown  us  that  those  who  attribute  church 
health  to  one  or  two  isolated  factors  have  met  a  similar  fate. 
(For  example,  when  in  the  thirteenth  century  it  was  thought  I 
that  the  key  to  church  health  was  doctrinal  rigidity,  the  In- 
quisition resulted  rather  scandalously.) 

It  must  be  realized  that  healthy  churches  come  in  every 
conceivable  shape  and  size.  While  some  are  quite  small, 
others  are  large.  We  must  also  acknowledge  the  fact  that  there  | 
is  a  variety  of  theological  stands  taken  within  healthy 
churches.  And,  even  though  we  agree  that  polity  does  play  an 
important  role  in  the  whole  spectrum,  organizational  health  \ 
does  not  seem  to  correlate  with  who's  telling  whom  what  to  do.  i 
One  may  even  wonder  if  a  pattern  for  a  healthy  church  even  \ 
exists. 

I  think  so.  It  has  been  suggested  that  an  understanding  f 
emerges  from  the  behavior  of  the  Children  of  Israel  as  they  \ 
conquered  Canaan.  One  day  they  faced  the  conquest  of  the  city  \ 
of  Ai.  The  Israelites  executed  a  military  strategy  any  modern  ! 
general  would  be  proud  to  claim  as  his  own.  On  another  day,  i 
the  conquest  of  Jericho  was  the  task  at  hand.  The  plan  they  | 
embraced  was  one  not  acceptable  by  worldly  standards.  But  j 
take  note :  Both  plans  worked,  for  both  plans  came  from  God  | 
Almighty.  A  study  of  the  conquest  of  Canaan  shows  that  the  j 
fate  of  the  Children  of  Israel  rises  and  falls,  depending  on  the  | 
degree  to  which  they  listened  to  God.  His  plans  rarely  followed 
a  pattern.  One  could  conclude  that  plans  are  secondary  to 
divine  blessings. 

D.  L.  Moody  related  that  he  had  an  argument  with  his 
grandfather.  The  older  gentleman  told  young  Moody  that  the  i 
reason  the  church  worked  so  well  in  "the  good  old  days"  was 
that  "everyone  came  to  the  anxious  bench  [a  seat  reserved  at 
revival  meetings  for  those  troubled  by  conscience  and  eager 
for  spiritual  assistance].  Nowadays  they  don't,  and  you  see  I 
the  results." 

To  his  grandfather,  Moody  responded,  "God  doesn't  have 
to  repeat  Himself.  Because  God  did  a  certain  thing  through 
one  instrument  at  one  time,  it  is  no  sign  that  He  will  do  it  the 
same  way  all  the  time.  What  we  want  to  do  is  let  the  Holy 
Spirit  work  in  His  own  way." 

We  need  that  same  Holy  Spirit  at  work  in  our  churches  to- 
day. 

A  recent  nationwide  survey  of  1,348  church  leaders  re- 
vealed that  the  majority  didn't  feel  that  organized  religion 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Annual  Meeting  Held 


The  1984  Annual  Membership  Meeting  of 
ertificate  Holders  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
^ress  Foundation,  Inc.  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
leptember  4.  The  meeting  was  opened  with 
,rayer  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds.  Presiding 
Iyer  the  meeting  was  the  Rev.  Dewey  Boling, 
resident  of  the  Board,  who  encouraged 
yeryone  to  "pray  and  labor  together." 

Mr.  Boling  recognized  Mr.  R.  Clifford  Gray 
r.,  executive  director  of  the  Press.  After 
welcoming  those  in  attendance,  he  opened  the 
loor  for  questions  dealing  with  the  financial 
tatus  of  the  Foundation.  A  review  of  the  finan- 
cial statements  showed  the  Foundation  in  a  more 
table  position  than  in  recent  years,  with 
jrospects  of  a  much  better  future. 

Mr.  Gray  showed  those  present  a  plaque 
ifhich  will  be  given  to  the  Marshal  Deston  Wild 
pest  Show,  Inc.  for  its  contribution  to  the  Press; 
tie  group  gave  the  Press  the  receipts  (after  ex- 
penses) of  its  August  25,  1984,  outdoor  gospel 
ling. 

The  election  of  three  Board  members 
ipllowed.  The  present  Board  is  composed  of  the 
»ev.  Eddie  Edwards,  Piedmont  ('87);  the  Rev. 
oe  Griffith,  Albemarle  ('87);  Mr.  Darrell 
lorne,  Western  ('87);  the  Rev.  Dewey  Boling, 
Jape  Fear,  ('86);  Mrs.  Ruth  Taylor,  Central 
86);  the  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs,  Eastern  ('86); 
Bss  Marice  DeBruhl,  Eastern  ('85);  the  Rev. 
lilly  Hardee,  Pee  Dee  (*85);  and  the  Rev. 
)e  Wayne  Eakes,  Western  ('85). 

The  Board  assembled  afterwards  to  elect  of- 
icers.  They  are  as  follows:  President— the  Rev. 
>ewey  Boling;  Vice  President— the  Rev.  Adrian 
Irubbs;  Secretary— Mrs.  Ruth  Taylor;  and 
assistant  Secretary— the  Rev.  Billy  Hardee. 

'HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


<zNeuj±  and  <zAfotz± 


JOE  ARD  RECEIVES  LICENSE 


On  August  5,  1984,  at  Christian  Chapel  Church,  Route  1,  Pink 
Hill,  during  the  morning  worship  service,  the  Rev.  Ed  Miles, 
pastor,  presented  Joseph  (Joe)  Ard  with  his  license  to  preach  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Joe  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Ard.  He  is  married 
to  Billie  Vause  Ard  and  they  reside  at  Route  1,  Pink  Hill,  North 
Carolina  28572. 


Piedmont  Conference 
Has  Meeting 

The  Piedmont  Conference 
met  on  Friday,  August  24,  at 
Holy  Cross  Church,  in 
Greensboro,  for  its  annual  con- 
ference. The  congregation  sang 
"Victory  in  Jesus."  The  Rev. 
Melvin  Whitaker  had  charge  of 
devotions.  He  spoke  on  Gala- 
tians  6:7,  basing  his  text  on  "Be 
Not  Deceived,  God  Is  Not 
Mocked." 

During  the  worship  service 
for  the  evening  the  congrega- 
tion sang  "Just  Over  in  the 
Glory  Land"  and  some  other 
choruses.  Next  there  was  a 
testimony  service,  after  which 
the  Holy  Cross  Trio  sang,  "This 
Is  What  Heaven  Means  to  Me," 
"Someday  He'll  Wake  Me  in 
Glory,"  and  "We're  Looking 
for  the  Rock."  The  Rev.  W.  S. 


Burns  brought  the  evening 
message.  He  spoke  on  1  Kings 
12:10,  11.  Both  messages  of  the 
day  were  very  inspiring. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  or- 
daining council  discussed  and 
came  up  with  an  exam  for  the 
licensing  and  ordaining  of  its 
ministers  that  would  be  fair  to 
all  concerned. 

Richard  C.  McCarn  from 
Mooresville  came  before  the 
council  and  was  advised  to  go 
back  and  study. 

Johnny  Collins,  a  licensed 
minister  from  Morning  Star 
Church,  is  no  longer  attending 
that  church  and  the  conference 
was  asked  to  remove  his  name 
from  its  roll  as  well  as  that  of 
Ronald  C.  Young.  Motion  was 
passed  to  do  so. 

The  conference  moved  to 
give  Mount  Olive  Church  at 
Kannapolis,   North  Carolina, 


$100  toward  the  purchase  of  { 
pliances  for  the  parsonage 

The  conference  then  pausji 
for  a  short  memorial  servi'j 
for  Mr.  Clyde  Brown,  M 
Harvey  Pressley,  and  lv 
Charles  Davis.  These  men  W 
be  greatly  missed  by  th< 
families,  friends,  ail 
neighbors  as  well  as  their  cc 
ference.  Deepest  sympat 
went  out  to  all  concerned. 

It  was  decided  that 
someone  wishes  to  be  ordain 
in  their  home  church,  then  th 
church  would  be  responsible 
pay  gas  mileage  for  membes 
of  the  ordaining  council  who  s 
tend. 

The  conference  moved  ) 
publish  new  rules  on  getting  i- 
to  and  staying  in  the  Piedmot 
Conference.  These  will  be  fort- 
coming. 

During  the  morning  worsh) 
service  the  Glory  Bouil 
Singers  from  Baptit 
Cathedral,  Durham,  Norii 
Carolina,  sang  "This  Litti 
Light  of  Mine,"  "When  Job 
Baptized  Jesus,"  "I'll  See  y| 
in  the  Rapture,"  and  "Feeli; 
Fine."  The  Rev.  M.  E.  Ci! 
brought  the  message  on  1  Kin  i 
14:25-27  entitled,  "Tli 
Treasure  of  the  Church."  It  w| 
a  very  informative  as  well  s 
an  inspiring  message. 

The  next  union  meeting  wl 
be  held  on  September  29,  H 
Gospel  Light  Church  in  Col- 
cord. 

A  thank  you  was  given  to  || 
people  of  Holy  Cross  for  ex- 
tending such  a  warm  welcon; 
and  invitation  for  this  annul 
meeting. 

Special  Singing  at 
Free  Union  Church 

The  Down  East  Boys  will 
at  Free  Union  Church,  ne 
Walstonburg,  on  September  i 
at  7  p.m.  Everyone  is  invited  ] 
attend  this  service. 
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Hentral  District  Women  to 
Heet 

The  Central  Conference 
Voman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
yill  be  held  on  September  22, 
[984,  at  Piney  Grove  Church, 
Greenville,  North  Carolina, 
rhe  theme  will  be  "Complete 
dependence,"  with  the  Scrip- 
lure  taken  from  1  Peter  5:7. 
bhe  program  is  as  follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
- :  30— Registration 
.0:00— Hymn,  "Jesus  Calls  Us" 

—Devotions,  Mrs.  Peggy  Bailey 
—Welcome,  Mrs.  Celia  Tripp 
—Response,  Mrs.  Miriam  Jones 
.0:15— Greetings,  Mrs.  Faye  Little 
—Recognition  Time 
—Appointment  of  Committees 
0:30— Missions  Report,  Mrs.  Wallie 

Hargrove 
j      —Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
j      —Missions  Money  and  Talents  for 

Cragmont 
10:50— Children's  Home  and  Retire- 
ment Homes,  Mrs.  Judy  Moore 
—Love  Offering 
i      —Mount   Olive   College,  Mrs. 
Lorelle  Martin 
—Hymn,  "Trust  and  Obey" 
11:20— Special   Music,   Piney  Grove 
Youth  and  King's  Cross  Roads 
Youth 

11:30— Morning  Message,  Mrs.  Jean 

Ackiss 
,12:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:15— Memorial  Service,  Mrs.  Lena 
Walston 

—  Chorus    Time,    Miss  Leah 
McGlohon 

—Youth,   Mrs.   Joan  Little  and 
Mrs.  Mitzi  Hobgood 

—  Study   Course,    Mrs.  Debbie 
Lancaster 

—Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund,  Mrs. 
Cleo  Hinson 
2:00— Business  Period 

—  Reflections,    Mrs.  Debbie 
Sterbin 

2:30— Hymn,   "I  Need  Thee  Every 
Hour" 
—Adjournment 

Eastern  District  Women 
To  Have  Convention 

The  Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
will  meet  at  Warden's  Grove 
Church,  Lowland,  in  Pamlico 
County  on  September  20.  The 
theme  will  be  "The  Faith  That 
Wins."  The  Scripture  will  be 
taken  from  1  John  5:4.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 


MORNING  SESSION 
9 : 30— Registration 

10:00— Opening  Hymn,  "Faith  Is  the 
Victory" 
—Welcome,  Nina  Jarvis,  Presi- 
dent, Host  Church  Auxiliary 

—  Response,  Marlene  Everett, 
Program-Prayer  Chairman 

—  Devotions,  Amy  Scott, 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove 
City 

—  President's  Remarks,  Rena  Kirk 

—  Business  Session 
—Hymn,  "Have  Faith  in  God" 
—Offering  and  Prayer 

—Pen  Award,  Mrs.  Willie  Marie 
Padgett,  Pen  Chairman 

—  Denominational  Reports 
Camp  Vandemere,  Nina  Grace 
Register 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Dola 
Dudley 

Superannuation,  Mildred 
Hansley 

Cragmont,  Velma  Morris 
—Hymn,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to 
Thee" 

—  Special  Music,  Gladys  Midgette 
and  Lilly  Watson,  Host  Church 

11:30— Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 
Bobby  Taylor,  Executive  Direc- 
tor, Children's  Home,  Mid- 
dlesex, North  Carolina 

12:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Chorus  Time  with  Deborah  H. 
King,  Choir  Director,  Westside 
Church,  Kinston 

—  Prayer 

—Memorial  Service,  Adaline  H. 

Gray,  Westside  Church,  Kinston 
—Denominational  Reports 

Mount   Olive   College,  Happy 

Taylor 

Missions,  Deborah  King 
Youth,  Aileen  Hawley 
Children's   Home   and  Retire- 
ment Homes,  Jeanette  Lefler 

—  Miscellaneous  Reports  and 
Business 

—Closing  Hymn,  "Faith  Is  the  Vic- 
tory" 
2:30— Adjourn 

Pianist,  Opal  Potter,  Host  Church 

Song  Leader,  the  Rev.  William  Lit- 
tleton, Host  Church 

Ushers,  Host  Church 

(Directions  to  the  Church:  19  miles 

northeast  of  Bayboro  on  state  road  304. ) 

Macedonia  Church 

Plans  Annual  Homecoming 

Macedonia  Church,  near  Er- 
nul,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  services,  on  Sun- 
day, September  23.  Lunch  will 
be  served  at  noon.  All  friends, 
former  members  and  pastors 
are  invited  to  attend. 


The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton 
serves  as  pastor  of  Macedonia 
Church. 

Field  Day  Planned  for 
Eastern  District  Youth 

The  Fall  Eastern  District 
Youth  Convention  will  take  on 
the  form  of  a  field  day,  with 
events  for  all  ages  and  abilities. 
This  meeting,  scheduled  to 
begin  at  10  a.m.  on  September 
15,  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  New  officers  will 
also  be  elected  at  this  meeting. 
Come,  and  bring  your  own 
lunch  (drinks  will  be 
available ) . 

Ayden  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

On  Sunday,  September  23, 
Ayden  Church,  Ayden,  will 
observe  homecoming.  Lunch 
will  be  served  after  the  morn- 
ing service.  At  1:30  p.m.  the 
afternoon  service  will  begin 
with  the  Jack  Bircher  family 
bringing  special  music. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bass 
Mitchell,  and  the  congregation 
invite  everyone  to  attend  this 
occasion. 

Events  at 

Pleasant  Hill  Church 

On  the  second  Saturday  night 
of  each  month  the  youth  groups 
of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Route 
2,  Pikeville,  have  an  outing. 
During  its  last  outing,  the  group 
went  roller  skating. 

On  August  5,  Sunday  school 
attendance  pins  were  presented 
to  members  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  with  the  majority 
receiving  pins  for  regular  at- 
tendance. Perfect  attendance 
pins  were  awarded  to  Joe, 
Becky,  and  Alison  Rollins. 

Homecoming  at  Core 
Point  Chapel  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  Core  Point  Chapel 
Church,  Core  Point,  on 
September  23.  Everyone  is  in- 
vited to  attend.  Special  singing 
by  the  Down  East  Boys  is 
scheduled  for  2  p.m.  The  Rev. 
Timothy  Webber  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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AN  INTERVIEW 

WITH 
PHIL  SHEPARD 


I  met  Phil  Shepard  for  the  first  time  only  47 
days  ago.  We  met  during  his  welcome  reception 
at  the  Puerto  Princesa  City  Airport.  Phil  had  just 
arrived  on  the  island  of  Palawan  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  Philippines  to  begin  his 
summer  training  in  missions. 

Phil  is  a  member  of  the  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Wilson.  He  is  an  electrical 
engineering  student  at  North  Carolina  State 
University.  Phil  is  actively  involved  in  our  State 
Youth  Convention  and  in  State's  local  chapter  of 
Inter-Varsity  Christian  Fellowship. 

It  is  my  estimation  that  Phil  Shepard  is  a 
dedicated  young  man  who  is  a  consecrated 
follower  and  student  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

With  this  short  introduction  I  would  like  to 
present  for  your  edification  and  enjoyment  the 
following  text  of  an  interview  I  recently  con- 
ducted with  this  fine  youth.  I  hope  that  you  will 
find  both  the  questions  and  answers  to  be  reveal- 
ing and  pertinent  to  your  lives.  Maybe,  in  some 
small  way,  your  understanding  and  awareness  of 
missions  and  missionary  service  will  be  en- 
larged. 

(CB  will  indicate  my  own  words  and  PS  will 
indicate  Phil's  answers.) 

CB:  Phil,  you  have  been  in  the  Philippines 
for  seven  weeks.  Have  you  enjoyed  your  visit? 

PS:  Oh,  absolutely! 

CB:  Good.  I'm  glad  you  have.  We  have  en- 
joyed having  you.  I  understand  that  your  trip 
over  was  your  first  time  to  fly  in  an  airplane.  Is 
that  correct? 

PS:  That's  right. 

CB:  How  did  you  find  it?  Was  it  enjoyable  or 
frightening? 

PS:  Well,  it  was  really  different  and  it  was  a 
little  scary  at  first,  but  once  I  settled  in  and 
relaxed  I  really  enjoyed  it. 

CB:  Can  you  recall  your  arrival  and  first  day 
on  Palawan?  What  impressions  has  that  first  day 
left  you  with? 
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PS:  Oh,  I  certainly  can.  I  remember  being 
very  surprised  when  I  came  off  the  plane  with 
the  big  welcoming  committee  there  and  the  ban- 
ner and  all.  I  was  really  impressed  with  the 
bright  sunshine.  And,  the  welcome  at  the  Puertc 
Princesa  Church  that  I  received  was  really  a  lot 
more  than  I  had  expected. 

CB:  Surely,  you  must  have  had  your  own 
ideas  and  expectations  concerning  missionary 
service  before  leaving  the  United  States.  Have 
you  had  to  revise  your  thinking  in  any  way? 

PS:  I  believe  so. 

CB:  Maybe  you  could  limit  your  answer  tc 
this  next  question  to  only  two  items.  In  what  par- 
ticular areas  have  you  had  to  re-evaluate  your 
previously  held  ideas  concerning  missions? 

PS:  One  way  in  which  I  have  had  to  revise 
my  thinking  is  that  I  had  the  pretty  narrow  im| 
pression  of  the  role  of  the  national  church  workei 
in  the  country  in  which  the  missionaries  are! 
working.  Another  area  in  which  I  have  had  tc 
revise  my  thinking  is  in  the  area  of  the  life-style 
of  the  missionaries  here  from  that  in  North 
America.  I  had  a  very  different  impression  from 
what  I  know  now  of  the  life-style.  These  are  twc! 
of  the  areas  where  I  have  had  to  revise  my  think  | 
ing. 

CB:  OK,  on  to  other  areas.  What  has  beer 
your  most  enjoyable  experience  while  here? 

PS:  I  think  my  most  enjoyable  experience 
has  been  being  with  one  of  the  pastors  witnessing 
and  seeing  someone  come  to  Christ. 

CB:  What  has  been  your  least  enjoyable  ex 
perience? 

PS:  Maybe  not  the  worst  feeling  I  had,  bu 
the  strangest  feeling  I  have  had  was  when  I  cam* 
into  the  Manila  Airport  I  was  immediately 
thrown  in  with  all  these  different  people  arounc 
me  and  the  temperature  was  different  and  tht 
sounds  and  the  smells  were  different.  Boy,  I  jus 
felt  like  I  had  landed  on  the  moon  or  something 
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CB:  That's  understandable.  Would  you 
(lease  give  a  short  explanation  of  your  impres- 
ions  concerning  the  Filipino  people? 

PS:  The  Filipino  people  are  very  friendly. 
)ne  of  their  main  desires,  that  I  have  seen,  is  to 
lave  people  accept  them.  They  are  willing  to 
iacrifice  of  themselves  to  please  people  who 
ome  in  contact  with  them,  especially, 
Americans.  It  seems  to  me  that  most  of  the  peo- 
)le  are  very  open  to  talking  about  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

CB:  Naturally,  you  have  been  exposed 
>rimarily  to  the  members  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
ist  Church  Philippines  and  to  those  among 
vhom  they  minister.  On  a  scale  of  1  to  5,  with  1 
>eing  very  poor  and  5  being  excellent,  how  would 
rt>u  rate  our  national  churches'  efforts  in  the 
bllowing  categories? 

1.  Evangelistic  Outreach 
PS:  4 

2.  Follow-up 
PS:  2 

3.  Sunday  School 
PS:  3 

4.  Youth  Ministry 
PS:  2 

5.  Pastoral  Ministry 
PS:  3 

6.  Music  Ministry 
PS:  1 

7.  Leadership  Training 
PS:  4 

8.  Christian  Education 
PS:  4 

CB:  Do  you  see  these  areas  as  being  static  or 
as  developing  and  improving? 

PS:  Well,  I  think  they  are  certainly  changing 
and  developing.  I  see  improvement  in  most  of 
these  areas.  The  ones  that  I  don't  see  improve- 
ment in  are  the  ones  we  are  not  yet  working  in. 
The  main  reason  for  this  is  that  we  need  more 
workers  on  the  field. 

CB:  Phil,  you  have  only  one  week  until  you 
return  to  the  United  States.  Surely,  you  await 
that  date  with  mixed  emotions.  As  you  look  back 
over  your  experiences  here  do  you  feel  that  your 
term  as  a  summer  missionary  has  been  reward- 
ing? 

PS:  I  don't  see  how  I  could  be  the  person  I 
am  now  without  this  experience.  I  think  it  has 
been  very  rewarding  for  me. 

CB:  In  what  ways? 

PS:  Well,  it  has  opened  my  eyes  more  about 
how  things  are  different  in  other  countries.  It  has 


shown  me  more  and  more  what  it  means  to  be  a 
disciple  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  has  reconfirmed  in  my 
mind  the  importance  of  world  missions,  and  the 
fact  that  every  Christian  should  be  involved 
somehow. 

CB:  Would  you  encourage  other  young  peo- 
ple to  experience  summer  missions? 

PS:  Oh,  without  a  doubt. 

CB:  What  advice  would  you  give  to  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  youth  who  feels  God's  leading  in  his 
or  her  life,  and  acknowledges  that  leading  to  be 
in  the  area  of  world  missions? 

PS:  I  think  several  things,  but  that  very 
early  on  he  needs  to  pray.  He  needs  to  continue  to 
pray  to  the  Lord  and  to  ask  for  His  guidance. 
After  prayer,  I  think  he  needs  to  begin  to  follow 
the  commands  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He 
needs  to  especially  be  sharing  his  faith  and  be  in- 
volved in  personal  evangelism.  If  he  is  not  shar- 
ing his  faith  now  to  people  around  him,  in  his  life, 
at  school,  his  job,  and  in  his  family,  then  going 
overseas  will  not  change  him.  He  needs  to  talk  it 
over  with  his  parents.  He  needs  to  talk  it  over 
with  his  pastor.  He  needs  to  contact  the  Foreign 
Missions  Board  and  talk  to  them  about  it.  They 
can  help  him  too;  if  the  Lord  has  really  called 
him,  he  needs  lots  of  preparation.  He  needs  to 
know  about  life  on  the  field  and  about  education 
that  is  needed.  It  is  never  too  early  to  consider 
these  things.  I  have  seen  that  it  really  takes  a  lot 
of  preparation  to  be  a  missionary. 

CB:  Is  there  anything  that  you  would  like  to 
say  to  the  folks  back  home  that  you  feel  might 
have  some  impact  upon  their  lives? 

PS:  If  you  are  not  already  involved  in  some 
way  in  our  Foreign  Missions  program  you  need 
to  get  involved.  If  you  are  already  involved,  I  say 
you  need  to  get  more  involved.  Just  in  your  life  in 
general,  be  more  involved  as  a  disciple  of  Christ 
in  our  denominational  works  and  in  your  per- 
sonal life.  If  you  don't  know  who  our  mis- 
sionaries are  find  out.  Write  to  them  and  pray  for 
them.  Ask  the  Missions  Board  if  there  are  some 
things  you  can  do  through  your  church.  I  have 
seen  here  that  missionaries  need  much,  much 
support.  Maybe,  as  a  people  we  could  be  doing 
more  than  we  are.  I  know  for  one,  that  my  life  is 
going  to  be  changed  when  I  return.  I  hope  to  be 
more  faithful  in  my  prayers  and  in  my  cor- 
respondence with  our  missionaries. 

CB:  One  last  question,  Phil,  as  we  close  this 
interview  session.  All  things  considered,  would 
you  come  again  if  the  opportunity  presented 
itself? 

PS:  Without  any  hesitation! 

Charles  Barnard 
Missiona ry  to  the  Philippines 
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MOC  MAKES  HISTORY  —  THE  FOUR- YEAR 
PROGRAM  HAS  BEGUN! 

Students  filled  the  classrooms  Wednesday, 
August  29,  as  Mount  Olive  College  began  the  new 
four-year  program.  Enrollment  has  exceeded 
400.  "This  is  the  highest  enrollment  in  the  history 
of  the  college,"  declared  Dianne  B.  Riley,  direc- 
tor of  Admissions. 


Students  arrived  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
August  26,  and  moved  into  the  dorms. 


Randy  Young,  left,  and  David  Harrell  settle  into  their 
room. 


The  highlight  of  Sunday  evening  was  a  worship  service  in 
Rodgers  Chapel.  Frank  Harrison,  College  Chaplain,  con- 
ducted the  service. 


Lisa  Mayo,  center,  and  Micki  Nixon,  right,  show  a  visitor 
how  to  decorate. 
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Athletic  Director,  Larry  Dean,  standing,  conducts  th 
first  class  of  the  new  Recreation  Services  and  Resourc 


Mangement  degree  program. 


Shown  in  the  home  of  President  and  Mrs.  Raper  durin< 
the  annual  Open  House,  are  Earl  Worley,  president  of  th 
Student  Government  Association,  left,  with  Wendy  Hunter 
Sue  Hope  and  Rene  Kennedy. 


President  Raper  discusses,  with  Tim  Mills,  a  third  year 
student  from  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Mid- 
dlesex, plans  for  his  return  to  Mount  Olive  College. 
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other,  Mrs.  Ella  Boyette  of  Ken- 
member  of  Rains  Cross  Roads 


legina  Henderson  begin  a  com- 
r  lab. 


The  first  classes  begin  as  Professor  Kenneth  Dilda,  right,  Jerry  Schroeder,  a  junior,  shows  her  son,  Jason,  around 

instructs  David  Vesper,  a  ministerial  student  from  Newport.         the  campus. 
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Lisa  Mayo,  center,  and  Micki  Nixon,  right,  show  a  visitor 
how  to  decorate. 


President  Raper  discusses,  with  Tim  Mills,  a  third  year 
student  from  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Mid- 
dlesex, plans  for  his  return  to  Mount  Olive  College. 
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•  families  Sunday  afternoon.  Freshman 
randmother,  Mrs.  Ella  Boyette  of  Ken- 
lla,"  a  member  of  Rains  Cross  Roads 


.  and  Regina  Henderson  begin  a  com- 
imputer  lab. 


The  first  classes  begin  as  Professor  Kenneth  Dilda,  right, 
instructs  David  Vesper,  a  ministerial  student  from  Newport. 
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four-year  program.  Enrc 
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Four  generations  were  on  campus  during  the  picnic  for  incoming  freshmen  and  their  families  Sunday  afternoon.  Freshman 
\ert  Mileski  of  the  Rosewood  Community  near  Goldsboro,  left,  stands  next  to  his  great-grandmother,  Mrs.  Ella  Boyette  of  Ken- 
y;  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Dorothea  Craddock;  and  his  father,  Rick  Mileski.  "Miss  Ella,"  a  member  of  Rains  Cross  Roads 
Church,  was  a  member  of  the  original  landscape  committee  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


The  first  classes  begin  as  Professor  Kenneth  Dilda,  right,  Jerry  Schroeder,  a  junior,  shows  her  son,  Jason,  around 

instructs  David  Vesper,  a  ministerial  student  from  Newport.         the  campus. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVENTION  OFFICERS  MEET 


Pictured  in  the  Historical  Room  (left  to  right)  are  the  Rev.  Bass  Mitchell  of 
Ayden,  Convention  Field  Secretary;  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  chairman  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Religion  at  Mount  Olive  College;  Gary  F.  Barefoot,  College  Librarian;  the 
Rev.  Donald  Coates  of  Pine  Level,  Convention  President ;  Frank  R.  Harrison,  direc- 
tor of  Church  Relations  for  the  College;  and  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines  of  Goldsboro, 
Convention  Secretary. 

Officers  of  the  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  State  Sunday 
School  Convention  met  in  August  in  the  Moye  Library  of  Mount 
Olive  College.  The  men  were  working  on  the  development  of  the 
teachers  and  superintendents  Certification  Program  of  the  Sunday 
School  Convention. 

"We  are  using  the  resources  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  to  study  the  history  and  development  of  the  Sunday 
School  Convention  and  its  service  to  the  church,"  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  Coates,  president  of  the  Convention. 

The  Sunday  School  Convention  was  organized  on  September  10, 
1940,  at  Little  Rock  Church,  Wilson  County.  The  Rev.  Raymond 
Sasser  was  the  first  president. 

ATTENTION:  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

Mount  Olive  College  Admissions  Representatives  are  visiting 
schools  throughout  the  state.  Please  encourage  students  in  your 
church  and  community  to  explore  their  college  plans  with  the 
Mount  Olive  College  representatives. 

Below  is  the  schedule  for  the  week  of  September  17-21. 

Monday,  September  17 

9:15-10:45  a.m.    Lee  County  Senior  High  School,  Sanford 

Tuesday,  September  18 

8:30-  9:30  a.m.    Union  Pines  High  School,  Cameron 
10:15-11:15  a.m.    Pinecrest  High  School,  Southern  Pines 
7:00-  8:30  p.m.    Scotland  High  School,  Laurinburg 

Wednesday,  September  19 

8:30-  9:30  a.m.    North  Moore  High  School,  Robbins 

10:30-12:00  a.m.    East  and  West  Montgomery  High  Schools  at  West  Montgomery 
1:30-  2:45  p.m.    Bowman  High  School,  Wadesboro 
7:00-  8:30  p.m.    Richmond  Senior  High,  Rockingham 

Thursday,  September  20 

9:00-11:00  a.m.  South  Robeson,  Littlefield,  Magnolia,  Orrum,  Parkton  Fairmont, 
Red  Springs,  St.  Pauls  High  School  and  Flora  McDonald  Academy 
at  Pembroke,  State  University's  Auxiliary  Academy 

1:30-  2:30  p.m.  Bladenboro,  Clarkton,  East  Bladen  and  Tar  Heel  High  Schools 
and  Bladen  Technical  Institute  at  Bladen  Technical  Institute, 
Dublin 

Friday,  September  21 

8:30-10:00  a.m.    Whiteville  High  School,  Whiteville 
10:30-11:30  a.m.    West  Columbus  High  School,  Cerro  Gordo 

1:00-  2:00  p.m.    Nakina,  Tabor  City  and  Williams  Township  High  Schools  at  Wil- 
liams Township  High  School,  Whiteville 
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MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Roger  C.  Heath/ : 
Dudley  wishes  to  announce  th 
he  is  available  for  full-time  • 
part-time  pastoral  work.  He 
a  member  in  good  standing  ' 
the   Central   Conference  | 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  ■ 
North  Carolina.  He  may  be  co 
tacted  by  writing  to  the  Re 
Roger  C.  Heath,  Route  2,  B<j; 
536,    Dudley,   North  Carolii 
28333;  or  by  phoning  658-4853. 


CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptjt 
Church,  Route  3,  Elm  Cilj, 
North  Carolina,  is  in  need  of k 
full-time  pastor.  If  interestl 
contact  Kenneth  Gardne, 
Route  3,  Box  226,  Elm  CilL 
North  Carolina  27822.  A  pi 
sonage  is  provided. 


NOTICE 

The    Third    Union    of  II 
Eastern  Conference  will  cc- 
vene    at   Hillsberry  Churci, 
Clinton,   North  Carolina,  ii 
September  29,  1984,  at  10  a.rr. 
The  Rev.  Orvin  Everette  si 
M oder ay 
Justin  Kornegay,  CWi 


September  Is 
Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  Monti 


YOU'LL  BE  GLAD 
YOU  DID! 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIl  t 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 


September  12,  1984 
Dear  Friends : 

We  wish  to  extend  to  you  greetings  from  your  child  care  ministry.  As  an  outreach 
ministry  of  your  church,  we  thank  you  for  your  prayers,  concern,  and  investment 
in  providing  a  Home  for  boys  and  girls.  You  have  seen  that  their  needs  are  met 
and  that  they  may  grow  and  develop  through  a  Christ-centered  ministry.  On 
behalf  of  over  50  children  we  served  this  past  year,  we  thank  you. 

1  This  past  year  has  proven  to  be  busy,  but  very  rewarding.  To  see  children  grow 
and  make  progress  in  their  daily  lives,  because  of  being  provided  with  care  for 
their  basic  needs,  along  with  love  and  understanding,  works  miracles.  We  can  feel 

I  accomplishment  as  servants  of  the  Lord  in  knowing  that  we  are  making  a  dif- 
ference in  the  lives  of  the  children  we  serve.  Many  of  our  children  have  made  that 
life-changing  decision  to  accept  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  This  is  the  ultimate 

j  goal  of  our  ministry. 

.  As  we  look  forward  to  sharing  more  information  through  your  conference  and 
State  Convention,  we  would  also  welcome  the  opportunity  to  come  and  share  per- 
sonally with  your  church. 

I  Your  investment  in  your  child  care  ministry  is  very  important,  especially  now 
;  that  we  have  expanded  our  program  and  services,  which  brings  additional  costs. 
Past  years  during  the  months  of  July  through  September  the  Children's  Home  ex- 
perienced a  more  difficult  financial  time ;  this  year  is  no  exception.  We  are  asking 
our  churches  to  send  an  offering  of  $250  to  the  State  Convention  for  their  child  care 
ministry.  We  appreciate  your  church  for  meeting  the  goals  and  needs  of  its  child 
care  ministry. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  and  sharing  with  you  at  the  conferences  and  State 
Convention.  Until  then,  may  God's  rich  blessings  be  yours  as  you  labor  for  Him. 

Yours,  in  His  service, 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 
Bobby  R.  Taylor 
Executive  Director 


™==^=Office  (919)  235-2161  •  P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557 
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Scripture  Reading— Daniel  4-6 

"COME  OVER  HERE,  FATHER!" 
Dr.  R.  A.  Torrey  told  a  touching  story  about 
a  man  in  Chicago  who  had  a  sweet  little 
daughter.  He  loved  her  dearly,  but  God  took  the 
little  child  away  from  him.  The  house  was  so 
lonely  and  he  was  so  angry  against  God,  that  he 
walked  up  and  down  in  his  room  far  into  the  night 
cursing  God  for  having  robbed  him  of  his  child. 
At  last,  thoroughly  worn  out,  and  in  great 
bitterness,  he  threw  himself  on  his  bed.  He 
dreamed  he  stood  beside  a  river.  Across  the 
river,  in  the  distance,  he  heard  the  singing  of 
such  voices  as  he  had  never  listened  to  before. 
Then  he  saw  beautiful  little  girls  coming  toward 
him,  nearer  and  nearer,  until  at  last  at  the  head 
of  the  company,  he  saw  his  own  little  girl.  She 
stood  on  the  brink  of  the  river  and  called  across, 
"Come  over  here,  father!"  That  overcame  his 
bitterness. 


He  accepted  Jesus  and  prepared  to  go  over 
yonder  where  his  sweet  child  had  gone. 


MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Daniel  7-9 

LOOKING  THROUGH  THE  PALING 
Some  years  ago  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  small  girl 
learned  to  love  the  Saviour  and  became  an 
earnest  Christian.  She  loved  her  father  very 
dearly,  but  her  father  was  not  a  Christian,  and 
was  not  concerned  much  about  the  church  nor  its 
work. 

Each  evening  as  the  father  would  come 
home  from  his  work,  the  little  daughter  would 
meet  him  at  the  gate.  The  gate  was  high,  and  the 
palings  were  close  together.  In  order  that  the 
child  might  see  through  the  gate  to  tell  when  her 
father  was  coming,  the  father  tore  off  one  of  the 
palings  from  the  gate.  Each  night  when  the 
father  came  home  from  work  his  little  Christian 
daughter  was  waiting  for  him,  eagerly  looking 
through  the  paling  for  his  coming. 

Finally,  the  little  girl  became  sick.  As  she 
grew  worse,  the  father  was  heartbroken  and  did 
not  know  what  to  do.  He  loved  his  child  more 
than  he  did  his  own  life.  Just  before  she  died,  his 
little  daughter,  looking  up  at  her  father,  said, 

"When  I  get  to  Heaven  I  will  ask  God  to  pull 
a  paling  from  off  Heaven's  gate  so  I  can  look 
through  to  see  you  come." 


Her  last  words  were,  "Papa,  I  will  be  lookit 
for  you. "  This  greatly  touched  the  father's  heai 
and  he  became  an  earnest  Christian. 


TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading -Daniel  10-12 

ARE  ALL  THE  CHILDREN  IN? 
Are  all  the  children  in?  The  night  is  falling, 
And  storm  clouds  gather  in  the  threatening  wesl 
The  lowing  cattle  seek  a  friendly  shelter; 
The  bird  flies  to  her  nest; 
The  thunder  crashes ;  wilder  grows  the  tempes1 
And  darkness  settles  o'er  the  fearful  din; 
Come,  shut  the  door,  and  gather  round  th' 

hearthstone— 
Are  all  the  children  in? 

| 

Are  all  the  children  in?  The  night  is  falling, 
When  gilded  sin  doth  walk  about  the  street, 
Oh,  at  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent! 
Poisoned  are  stolen  sweets. 
O  mothers!  guard  the  feet  of  inexperience, 
Too  prone  to  wander  in  the  paths  of  sin! 
Oh,  shut  the  door  of  love  against  temptation! 
Are  all  the  children  in? 

II 

Are  all  the  children  in?  The  night  is  falling, 
The  night  of  death  is  hastening  on  apace ; 
The  Lord  is  calling:  "Enter  thou  thy  chamber, 
And  tarry  there  a  space." 


And  when  He  comes,  the  King  in  all  His  glory, 
Who  died  the  shameful  death  our  hearts  to  win) 
Oh,  may  the  gates  of  Heaven  shut  about  us, 
With  all  the  children  in. 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Hosea  1-6 

THE  SWAN  AND  THE  CRANE 

There  is  an  old  legend  of  a  swan  and  a  crant 
A  beautiful  swan  alighted  by  the  banks  of  th 
water  in  which  a  crane  was  wading  about  seeli 
ing  snails.  For  a  few  moments  the  crane  vie  we 
the  swan  in  stupid  wonder  and  then  inquired: 

"Where  did  you  come  from?" 

"I  came  from  Heaven!"  replied  the  swan. 

"And  where  is  Heaven?"  asked  the  crane. 

"Heaven!"  said  the  swan.  "Heaven!  hav 
you  never  heard  of  Heaven?"  And  the  beautifi 
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ii>ird  went  on  to  describe  the  grandeur  of  the 
Eternal  City.  She  told  of  the  streets  of  gold  and 
he  gates  and  walls  of  precious  stones;  of  the 
Iver  of  life,  pure  as  crystal,  upon  whose  banks  is 
he  tree  whose  leaves  shall  be  for  the  healing  of 
ill  nations.  In  eloquent  terms  the  swan  sought  to 
lescribe  the  hosts  who  live  in  the  other  world, 
tut  without  arousing  the  slightest  interest  on  the 
►art  of  the  crane. 

Finally,  the  crane  asked,  "Are  there  any 
nails  there?" 

"Snails,"  repeated  the  swan,  "no,  of  course 
here  are  not." 

"Then,"  said  the  crane,  as  it  continued  its 
earch  along  the  slimy  banks  of  the  pools,  "you 
an  have  your  Heaven.  /  want  snails!" 


How  many  a  young  person  to  whom  God  has 
ranted  the  advantages  of  a  Christian  home,  has 
urned  his  back  upon  it  and  searched  for  snails! 
kow  many  a  man  will  sacrifice  his  wife,  his 
amily,  his  all,  for  the  snails  of  sin!  How  many  a 
rip  has  deliberately  turned  from  the  love  of 
parents  and  home  to  learn  too  late  that  Heaven 
,as  been  forfeited  by  snails! 


FHURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Hosea  7-14 

WHY  HE  DIDN'T  MIND  THE  JOURNEY 

A  small  boy  sat  quietly  in  a  seat  of  the  day 
coach  on  a  train  running  between  two  of  the 
western  cities  in  the  United  States.  It  was  a  hot, 
dusty  day,  very  uncomfortable  for  traveling,  and 
that  particular  ride  was  perhaps  the  most 
Uninteresting  day's  journey  in  the  whole  land. 
But  the  little  fellow  sat  patiently  watching  the 
fields  and  the  fences  hurrying  by,  until  a  mother- 
ly old  lady,  leaning  forward,  asked  sym- 
pathetically, "Aren't  you  tired  of  the  long  ride, 
dear,  and  the  dust  and  the  heat? ' '  The  lad  looked 
up  brightly,  and  replied  with  a  smile,  "Yes, 
ma'am,  a  little.  But  I  don't  mind  it  much, 
because  my  father  is  going  to  meet  me  when  I 
get  to  the  end  of  it. ' '  What  a  beautiful  thought  it  is 
that  when  life  seems  wearisome  and 
monotonous,  as  it  sometimes  does,  we  can  look 
forward  hopefully  and  trustingly,  and  like  the 
jlonely  little  lad,  not  "mind  it  much"  because  our 
father,  too,  will  be  waiting  to  meet  us  at  our 
journey's  end! 


FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Joel  1-3 

WHOSE  FAULT  IF  WE  MISS  THE  VIEW? 
The  two  were  walking  along  a  suburban 
road.  It  could  hardly  be  called  a  road,  it  was  so 
deep  in  mud  after  a  sudden  storm.  Their  feet 
were  clogged,  their  hats  were  soaked  with  the 
drippings  from  the  trees,  and  they  were  still  a 
mile  or  so  from  shelter.  "Of  all  the  bad  roads  I 
ever  saw,  this  is  the  worst,"  the  man  exclaimed. 
"Oh,  look,"  said  the  girl.  She  stood  still  at  the 
spot  where  the  road  turned.  Far  off,  under  the 
rain-washed  sky,  the  towering  buildings  and 
gleaming  roofs  of  the  city  lay  as  in  a  picture,  soft 
and  clear  in  the  late  sunlight.  "Isn't  it  beautiful? 
And  on  this  muddy  road,  too!  It's  like  getting  a 
glimpse  of  the  New  Jerusalem  as  one  goes  plod- 
ding along  the  roads  of  the  world,  isn't  it?  Who 
cares  for  the  mud  after  seeing  that? ' '  No  road  is 
mean  or  prosaic  that  has  such  glimpses.  The 
Christian  cannot  find  a  path,  no  matter  how 
obscure,  from  which  the  vision  of  the  City  of  God 
cannot  be  glimpsed  every  day . 


If  he  thinks  only  of  the  mud,  and  never  looks 
toward  the  view — well,  whose  fault  is  it? 


SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Amos  1-5 

"A  PREPARED  PLACE 
FOR  A  PREPARED  PEOPLE!" 
During  the  World  War  a  luxurious  French 
villa  lay  in  the  path  of  the  oncoming  armies. 
Although  deserted,  it  was  shelled  and  left  with 
great  gaping  holes  in  its  stone  sides.  A  few  swine, 
which  had  somehow  escaped  extermination, 
rooted  their  way  into  the  magnificently  fur- 
nished drawing  room.  Over  the  rich,  velvet 
carpet  they  tracked  their  muddy  feet,  over- 
turned the  upholstered  furniture,  tore  the  expen- 
sive draperies  and  chewed  whatever  gave  any 
promise  of  satisfying  their  hunger.  The  beauty, 
the  elegance,  the  cultural  characteristics  of  the 
place  meant  nothing  to  the  best  nature.  They 
were  not  partakers  of  the  intellectual  or  spiritual 
qualities  of  the  owner. 


Father  will  meet  us  at  the  end  of  the 
\journey — thank  God! 


To  the  unregenerated  millions  of  earth,  the 
glories  of  Heaven  would  be  like  the  French  villa 
was  to  the  swine.  They  are  not  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature  and  would  have  no  capacity  for  en- 
joying the  holy  atmosphere  of  the  Glory  Land. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  <£cfioot  ~Hz*,±on 


For  September  16 

DO  "GOOD" 
PEOPLE  SIN? 

Lesson  Text:  Romans  2:1,  17-24 
Memory  Verse:  Romans  3:12 

Do  "good"  people  sin?  That's 
a  good  question.  We  need  a 
good  scholar  to  answer  it.  Who 
has  a  good  definition  of  that 
word  good? 

On  Sunday  morning  we  get  up 
in  good  time,  have  a  good 
breakfast,  put  on  our  good 
clothes,  and  drive  a  good  car 
over  good  roads  to  the 
meetinghouse.  There  we  find  a 
good  seat  and  hope  all  the 
babies  will  be  good  so  we  can 
hear  a  good  sermon.  Afterward 
we  have  a  good  talk  with  good 
friends  and  go  home  feeling 
good.  What  do  we  mean  by  that 
word  good? 

"Good  teacher."  So  spoke  a 
rich  young  ruler  who  came  to 
Jesus  with  a  question.  Before 
he  got  an  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion, he  got  a  quick  challenge. 
"Why  do  you  call  me  good?" 
Jesus  asked. 

Notice  that  Jesus  did  not  say, 
"I  am  not  good."  He  was  and  is 
good,  as  good  as  God,  for  He 
was  and  is  God.  But  Jesus 
challenged  the  young  man's 
thinking.  "What  do  you  mean 
by  that  word  good  ?  Only  God  is 
good— are  you  recognizing  me 
as  God?"  Apparently  this  ques- 
tioner did  not  go  that  far.  If  he 
had  realized  that  he  was  deal- 
ing with  God,  perhaps  he  would 
have  given  up  his  riches  to 
follow  Him.  He  called  Jesus 
good,  but  he  did  not  know  how 
good  that  good  teacher  was. 

"No  one  is  good— except  God 
alone"  (Luke  18:19,  New  Inter- 
national Version).  Then  is  it 
wrong  to  mention  good  people, 
as  our  lesson  title  does?  Is  it 
false  to  call  any  man  good?  No, 
Jesus  himself  also  spoke  of  "a 


good  man"  (Matthew  12:35). 
Joseph  was  a  good  man  (Luke 
23:50),  and  so  was  Barnabas 
(Acts  11:24). 

It  is  easy  to  see  what  Jesus 
meant  when  He  said  only  God  is 
good.  He  meant  that  only  God  is 
completely,  entirely,  al- 
together good.  There  are  good 
people  like  Joseph  and  Bar- 
nabas, but  they  all  have  their 
faults.  Human  goodness  has 
some  sin  mixed  with  it. 

Do  "good"  people  sin?  Sure 
they  do.  To  put  it  more  per- 
sonally, sure  we  do.  "All  have 
sinned"  (Romans  3:23),  and 
"the  wages  of  sin  is  death" 
(Romans  6:23).  Sin  is  deadly, 
but  because  of  Jesus  it  is  not 
necessarily  fatal  to  us.  That 
precious  truth  can  never  be  far 
from  our  minds.  This  lesson 
serves  to  remind  us  of  two 
facts : 

1.  We  are  sinners. 

2.  We  have  no  excuse  for  our 
sinning. 

Last  week's  study  climaxed 
in  Paul's  eagerness  to  preach 
the  gospel  that  reveals  God's 
righteousness  and  leads  us  to 
life-giving  faith  (Romans  1:16, 
17).  In  sharp  contrast  with 
God's  righteousness  is  the 
wickedness  of  people  who  do 
not  know  God  (vv.  18-32).  Paul 
says  such  wickedness  is  inex- 
cusable. Even  heathen  who  do 
not  have  the  Scriptures  could 
know  God  through  the  created 
things  they  see,  if  only  they 
wanted  to  know  the  truth.  They 
do  not  know  God  simply 
because  they  do  not  want  to 
know  Him,  and  so  they  sink  into 
sin.  But  then  in  the  opening 
verse  of  our  text  Paul  goes  on  to 
say  that  godless  heathen  are 
not  the  only  ones  who  are  inex- 
cusable. 

This  can  be  a  very  dreary 
lesson  if  we  stop  too  soon.  It 
reminds  us  that  we  are  sinners. 
This  we  know  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  our  experience  con- 


firms it.  God's  ancient  law  on] 
makes  us  the  more  certain  (j 
our  guilt. 

Next  week's  lesson  can  b 
dreary  also  if  we  stop  too  soor 
Next  week's  lesson  adds  tha 
we  cannot  escape  by  our  ow 
efforts.  It  brings  us  to  the  tragi 
cry,  "Wretched  man  that  I  am' 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  th; 
body  of  this  death?"  (Roman5 
7:24). 

It  remains  for  the  study  tw 
weeks  from  now  to  burst  like  i 
flood  of  sunlight  on  ou 
darkness.  It  brings  the  conclu' 
sion  we  need:  "There  i 
therefore  now  no  condemnatioi 
to  them  which  are  in  Chris 
Jesus"  (Romans  8:1). 

We  can  hardly  wait  tw< 
weeks  for  that  triumphant  cor 
elusion,  and  Paul  is  not  conter. 
to  have  us  wait.  He  gives  ij 
preview  of  that  coming  conclu 
sion  in  the  last  part  of  Roman 
3,  and  this  naturally  become 
the  conclusion  of  this  presen, 
lesson.  Carefully  read  Roman; 
3:21-31. 

We  are  sinners,  but  we  art 
not  content  to  be  sinners.  W 
long  to  be  righteous,  but 
cannot  be  justified  by  the  deed; 
of  the  law.  How  then  can  sin 
ners  become  righteous? 

The  answer  lies  in  th< 
righteousness  of  God.  It  i: 
revealed  in  the  gospel  (Roman,' 
1:16, 17).  We  asked  then,  "Wha 
is  the  righteousness  of  God?  L 
it  the  righteousness  inherent  ir 
His  own  character?  Or  is  it  th< 
righteousness  He  gives  to  u; 
when  He  takes  our  sins  away?' 
We  said  it  may  be  both.  Now  w( 
see  that  confirmed  in  the  clos 
ing  verses  of  Romans  3. 

God  gives  us  righteousness 
and  more.  He  gives  us  freedon 
from  sin  and  death.  He  gives  u 
eternal  life  and  joy  in  Hi 

presence. — Standard  Lessoi 
Commentary 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
was  meeting  the  family,  moral,  and  spiritual  needs  of  our  na- 
tion. Those  same  individuals  felt  that  the  church  is  our  most 
valuable  and  important  resource  for  coping  with  the  problems 
of  the  future. 

Our  immediate  response  to  such  would  be  to  try  and  fix 
the  church  and  make  it  responsive  to  society's  problems.  But, 
the  fix-it  answers  cannot  be  found  that  simply.  The  answer 
must  come  from  God  alone.  He  can  and  will  provide  us  with 
the  instrument(s)  and  knowledge  we  need— if  only  we  will  ask. 

What  is  a  healthy  church?  Well,  it's  a  body  of  believers 
who  walks  with  God  in  the  good  times,  a  group  who  clings  to 
Him  during  bad  times,  and  who  constantly  has  their  ears 
tuned  to  the  still,  small  voice  that  reveals  the  Master's  plan, 
which  can  change  the  world.  (Oh  yes,  remember  that  that  plan 
may  only  be  revealed  piece  by  piece.) 

I'm  not  willing  to  call  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  healthy. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

REVIVAL  TIME 
?ptember  17-21 

yden  Church,  Ayden 
j   Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Coates, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Bass  Mitchell, 
pastor 

irst  Church,  Tarboro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Johnnie  Bullman, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck  Jr. , 
pastor 

ickory  Grove  Church,  near 
Bethel 

j   Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Cedric  Pierce, 

evangelist 
The    Rev.    Charles  E. 
Branch,  pastor 

lount  Zion  Church,  Roper 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Charlie  Overton, 
pastor 

neads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads 
Ferry 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  David  Charles 

Hansley,  evangelist 
The  Rev.  O.  B.  Taylor,  pas- 
tor 
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Macedonia  Church,  near  Ernul 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  James  B.  Hardee, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton, 

pastor 

September  24-28 

Core    Point    Chapel  Church, 
Core  Point 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Grady  Simpson, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Timothy  Webber, 
pastor 

October  1-5 

Moseley's  Creek  Church,  near 
Dover 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Wayne  King, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Bob  Fussell,  pas- 
tor 

Homecoming  at 
Mount  Zion  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  Mount  Zion  Church, 
Roper,  on  Sunday,  September 
23,  1984.  Sunday  school  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  The  morning 
worship  service  will  begin  at  11 
a.m.,  with  the  message  for  the 
occasion  being  brought  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Charlie  Over- 
ton. Special  music  will  be 
featured  by  the  Searchers 
Quartet  and  the  New  Day 
Spirituals  from  Pine  town,  dur- 
ing  the    afternoon  service. 


Everyone  is  invited  to  attend 
this  service. 

Coming  Events  at 
Little  Rock  Church 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama, 
will  celebrate  its  113th 
homecoming  on  September  16. 
The  guest  speaker  will  be  the 
Rev.  Colonel  J.  B.  Narron. 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
beginning  at  7:30  p.m., 
September  16-20.  The  Rev.  Earl 
Glenn  will  be  the  evangelist  for 
the  week.  There  will  be  special 
music  provided  by  guest 
singers  each  evening  as  well  as 
by  the  chancel  and  junior 
choirs.  A  nursery  will  be  pro- 
vided each  evening. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  share 
in  these  services. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
CARL  SHIRLEY  JR. 

In  loving  memory  of  our 
beloved  father  and  husband, 
Carl  Shirley  Jr.,  who  God 
called  home  a  year  ago,  on 
September  3,  1983.  Although  we 
don't  understand  why  certain 
things  must  be,  there  is  always 
a  reason  for  it.  It  is  beyond  our 
power  to  see.  We  would  like  to 
have  had  a  chance  to  say 
farewell,  but  you  were  gone  so 
quickly,  almost  without  a  warn- 
ing. But  only  God  knows  why 
you  had  to  leave  us. 

Your  smile  is  gone  for  now 
and  we  cannot  touch  your  hand, 
but  we  thank  God  for  the  many 
precious  memories  of  the  one 
we  loved  so  much.  When  you 
left  us,  it  broke  our  hearts,  but 
a  part  of  us  went  with  you.  You 
did  not  go  alone  when  God 
called  you  home  to  the  blessed 
land  called  Heaven.  Some  day 
we  will  all  be  united,  as  we 
were  on  earth,  for  all  eternity. 
We  are  still  trying  to  adjust  to 
life  without  you,  because  you 
were  so  much  a  part  of  our 
lives. 

Sadly  missed  by, 
Your  loving  wife  and  children 
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"AUTUMN  MOUNTAINS" 


A  Cragmont  Limited  Edition 

Picture  this:  3  days  and  4  nights  of  the  genial  hospitality  of  Cragmont  and  the  beauty  of  God'! 
creative  handiwork  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  in  Autumn. 

This  year  Cragmont  is  offering  a  special  Fall  retreat.  This  "Limited  Edition"  will  provide  an  ex 
traordinary  opportunity  to  experience  the  Autumn  splendor  of  nature  in  North  Carolina's  "grand  an< 
imposing"  mountains,  without  the  hassle  and  strain  of  planning,  searching  for  scenery  and  driving.  Al 
arrangements  are  being  made  by  Cragmont  and  offered  for  a  package  price  of  $100  per  person  com 
plete,  excluding  personal  spending  money. 

Transportation  will  be  provided  by  modern  motor  coach  from  several  eastern  North  Carolim 
towns  to  Cragmont.  Lodging  will  be  in  shared  rooms  in  the  main  building  and  all  meals,  from  suppei 
Monday  night  through  breakfast  Friday  morning,  will  be  provided  through  the  dining  hall  at  Crag 
mont. 

The  really  unique  feature  of  this  retreat,  however,  will  be  the  all-day  excursions  (Tuesday 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday)  complete  with  picnic  lunch.  These  excursions  will  include  interesting 
travel  such  as :  a  visit  to  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Minerals  near  Spruce  Pine ;  a  trip  to  Moun 
Mitchell,  tallest  mountain  east  of  Mississippi;  a  tour  of  Cades  Cove,  a  beautiful  mountain  cove  it 
eastern  Tennessee  with  churches,  homes  and  a  grist  mill  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

Some  of  the  routes  taken  will  include  forest  service  roads  to  provide  a  look  at  scenes  not  seen  by  th< 
ordinary  tourist.  Transportation  for  these  daily  jaunts  will  be  by  15-passenger  vans,  to  provide  com 
fort,  yet  allowing  travel  to  the  mentioned  areas,  which  are  inaccessible  by  bus. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  week  will  be  vespers  each  evening  in  front  of  a  warm,  cozy  fire  in  thfl 
huge  stone  fireplace  of  the  Cragmont  Chapel.  Following  vespers  will  be  time  for  relaxed  conversation 
and  warm  fellowship,  including  light  refreshments. 

Limited  Edition  begins  Monday,  October  29,  with  travel  to  Cragmont  and  ends  Friday,  Novembei 
2,  leaving  after  breakfast  to  return  to  eastern  North  Carolina.  Because  of  limited  space  only  42  persona 
can  be  accommodated,  therefore,  reservations  must  be  on  a  first-come  first-served  basis.  To  be 
assured  of  a  place,  fill  in  and  detach  the  registration  below  and  send  it  with  your  $25  non-refundabl< 
registration  fee  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina  28711: 
The  $75  balance  will  be  due  on  or  before  October  15,  1984. 


LIMITED  EDITION,  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolin 
28711. 

Full  Name  Sex   

Address   

City  State  Zip  Code   

County  Church  Telephone  
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PHONE  919  /  746-4963 


TO:  Church  Clerks  and  Pastors 

FROM:      Scott  Sowers,  Secretary 
DATE:       September  12,  1984 

SUBJECT:  Rescheduling  of  the  1984  State  Convention 

September  26,  27,  1984 

College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 

Olive,  NC 

The  72nd  Annual  Session  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  has  been  rescheduled  for 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September  26  and  27,  1984.  There 
will  not  be  an  Evangelism  Conference  on  Tuesday  preceding  the 
Convention.  Otherwise,  the  Convention  will  follow  the  same 
schedule  as  originally  planned,  including  the  Wednesday  Eve- 
ning Mission  Rally. 

We  regret  that  weather  conditions  warranted  the  postponement  j 
of  the  Convention.  We  are  sorry  for  the  inconvenience  that  the 
change  will  create  for  many  of  you,  and  appreciate  your 
understanding  as  you  work  out  the  necessary  adjustments.  The 
decision  to  postpone  the  Convention  was  made  only  after  seek- 
ing advice  from  the  Weather  Service  and  other  denominational 
officials. 

Because  of  the  change  of  meeting  dates,  some  of  your 
delegates  may  change.  If  your  pre-registered  delegates  cannot 
attend,  any  alternate  delegate  may  register  upon  arrival  at  the 
Convention.  Please  remember  that  registration  times  are  limited 
to  the  following: 

Wednesday:  8:30  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m. 

1:15  p.m.-  2.00  p.m. 

Thursday:     9:00  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m. 


Name  badges  may  be  picked  up  at  the  registration  table.  Your 
name  badge  insures  your  privilege  to  vote  during  the  Conven- 
tion. Each  minister  and  delegate  is  responsible  for  his  or  her 
name  badge  both  days  of  the  Convention. 
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Touching  the  Face  of  God 

by  W.  Scott  Sowers 


As  a  young  boy  growing  up  on  a  farm  in 
eastern  North  Carolina,  I  often  watched  an  ac- 
tivity that  brought  me  a  sense  of  thrill  and 
awe.  Every  year  during  the  late  summer,  we 
would  contract  a  local  crop  duster  to  spray  our 
soybean  crop. 

I  always  managed  to  be  at  the  farm  when 
this  "spectacular"  event  took  place.  With  small 
fields  often  surrounded  by  strips  of  woods  and 
power  lines,  spraying  the  crop  with  an  airplane 
'would  provide  plenty  of  thrills.  Excitement 
would  mount  as  the  pilot  began  his  dive  toward 
the  ground;  just  in  time,  he  would  level  off  and 
with  wheels  almost  touching  the  low-growing 
soybeans,  he  would  aim  for  the  other  end.  My 
{heart  would  almost  stop  as  he  quickly  ap- 
proached the  opposite  end,  where  a  small 
wooded  area  awaited  him.  Just  as  quickly  as 
he  dove,  he  now  had  to  pull  the  airplane  back 
up  over  the  top  of  the  trees. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  parts  of  the  whole 
process  took  place  after  he  cleared  the  trees. 
With  what  appeared  to  be  grace,  the  pilot 
would  roll  his  airplane  on  the  side  to  make  a 
180-degree  turn  and  head  back  down  to  leave 
yet  another  dusting  of  the  poison  that  would 
save  the  crop  from  the  latest  infestation  of  in- 
sects. 

Even  as  a  young  boy,  I  was  impressed  with 
the  skill  of  the  men  who  sat  in  the  cockpits  of 
those  airplanes.  I  have  continued  to  watch  with 
interest  the  work  of  these  daring  yet  skillful 
professionals  through  the  years. 

Not  long  after  coming  to  Marlboro  Church, 
I  discovered  that  one  of  those  pilots  and  his 
family  were  a  part  of  my  congregation;  Wayne 
Slaughter  is  a  crop  duster.  During  the  spraying 
season,  he  uses  his  skills  as  a  top-notch  pilot  to 
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aid  farmers  in  their  process  of  feeding 
America. 

In  addition  to  Wayne's  work  as  a  crop 
duster,  he  owns  an  airplane  that  he  and  his 
family  often  use  for  traveling.  When  he's  not 
spraying,  he's  getting  ready  for  the  next 
season;  he  is  a  mechanic  and  often  rebuilds 
planes. 

Watching  Wayne  work,  I  often  talked  to 
him  about  his  work,  its  dangers  and  thrills.  It 
was  then  that  I  discovered  a  dimension  to 
Wayne  that  set  him  apart.  Wayne  found  Christ, 
and  He  is  his  Lord.  Jesus  is  a  very  vital  part  of 
his  life  and  work. 

Even  though  no  one  can  literally  get  closer 
to  God  in  a  physical  sense,  Wayne  says  that  in 
an  emotional  sense,  he  feels  closest  to  God 
when  he  is  flying.  He  definitely  has  a  vantage 
point  for  viewing  the  creative  wonders  of  God 
as  he  flies  above  the  earth.  The  peace  and 
loneliness  of  flight  also  make  him  more  aware 
of  God's  presence. 

A  recent  crash  brought  attention  to  Wayne 
from  the  news  media.  As  he  was  bringing  his 
plane  back  up  after  a  spray,  the  air  caught  his 
wing  and  inverted  the  plane.  The  plane  began 
to  lose  altitude;  and  it  was  falling  upside  down. 
Wayne  then  jammed  the  controls,  forcing  the 
aircraft  into  a  spin,  turning  it  aright  before 
crashing  to  the  ground. 

With  some  facial  lacerations,  Wayne 
walked  away  from  the  crash  to  meet  the  first 
person  on  the  scene.  He  was  taken  by  am- 
bulance to  Pitt  Memorial  Hospital.  After 
receiving  a  call  that  Wayne  was  in  a  crash,  I 
quickly  and  anxiously  headed  for  the  hospital. 
Even  though  I  hoped  for  the  best,  I  somehow 
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Wayne  Slaughter 


expected  the  worst.  My  route  to  the  hospital 
took  me  by  the  site  of  the  crash,  where  quite  a 
crowd  had  gathered.  Stopping  briefly  to  make 
sure  that  he  had  been  transported  to  the 
hospital,  I  received  the  first  encouragement;  a 
young  man  told  me  that  he  had  been  told  that 
the  pilot  had  not  been  hurt  too  badly.  Arriving 
at  the  hospital,  facial  expressions  of  friends 
and  family  members  told  me  that  things  were 
not  as  bad  as  they  could  have  been.  After  what 
seemed  to  be  an  eternity,  I  was  allowed  back  to 
see  him.  As  the  doctor  continued  to  sew  up  the 
lacerations,  Wayne  and  his  wife  Lou  talked 
with  me  about  what  had  happned.  Needless  to 
say,  he  was  thankful  to  God  that  he  had  sur- 
vived. 

Wayne  was  released  from  the  hospital  after 
receiving  treatment.  He  was  back  in  the  air  the 


next  day.  In  the  face  of  the  reporters  seeking'' 
the  sensational  story,  Wayne  never  gave  in  to 
making  his  accident  more  than  it  was.  His  fail 
came  through  as  he  told  the  reporters  that  he 
had  not  been  alone ;  God  was  his  co-pilot.  Whe 
asked  if  he  said  a  prayer  when  he  realized  tha 
he  was  crashing,  Wayne  stated  that  in  his  life 
prayer  was  an  everyday  activity  and  that  tim< 
only  allowed  for  thinking  and  reacting  to  the 
situation.  He  understood  that  God  was  already 
there  and  helping  him.  After  all,  he  had  com- 
municated with  God  long  before  his  plane  got 
into  trouble. 

After  the  accident,  Wayne  and  his  family 
were  in  church  on  Sunday.  Now  that  wasn't 
anything  new,  because  such  is  their  customarj 
practice.  I  do  feel,  though,  that  worship  meanl 
a  little  more  to  him  that  day. 

Wayne  took  Wayne  King  and  me  up  in  a 
company  aircraft  the  next  week.  I  must  agree 
You  do  feel  as  though  you  are  closer  to  God 
while  in  the  midst  of  His  heavens. 

High  Flight 

Oh,  I  have  slipped  the  surly  bonds  of  earth 

And  danced  the  skies  on  laughter-silvered  wings; 

Sunward  I've  climbed,  and  joined  the  tumbling  mirth 

Of  sun-split  clouds— and  done  a  hundred  things 

You  have  not  dreamed  of— wheeled  and  soared  and  swunf 

High  in  the  sunlit  silence.  Hovering  there, 

I've  chased  the  shouting  wind  along,  and  flung 

My  eager  craft  through  footless  halls  of  air. 

Up,  up  the  long,  delirious,  burning  blue 

I've  topped  the  windswept  heights  with  easy  grace 

Where  never  lark,  or  even  eagle  flew. 

And,  while  with  silent,  lifting  mind  I've  trod 

The  high  untrespassed  sanctity  of  space, 

Put  out  my  hand,  and  touched  the  face  of  God. 

—John  Gillespie  Magee  J 
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THE  CHRISTIAN 
NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

As  the  Field  Secretary  of  the 
State  Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion, I  would  like  to  make  a  pro- 
posal to  you.  I  would  like  to 
come  and  meet  with  your  Sun- 
day school  council  and/or 
board  of  Christian  education  to 
personally  share  with  you  the 
services  we  are  offering.  Also, 
at  this  meeting,  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you.  We  would 
discuss  the  particular  needs, 
concerns,  and  problems  of  your 
Sunday  school  and  explore 
ways  to  address  your  concerns 
and  meet  your  needs.  If  you 
would  like  to  schedule  such  a 
meeting,  call  or  write  me,  at 
614  Park  Avenue,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513;  phone  746-4708. 

The  State  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention   has    made  some 
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tremendous  and  necessary  ad- 
vances in  the  services  it  offers 
to  our  churches.  One  of  the 
most  important  advances  will 
be  announced  at  the  State  Con- 
vention, that  is,  a  new  training 
program.  It  is  entitled  "The 
Teacher  and  Superintendent 
Certification  Program." 
Booklets  will  be  available  at  the 
Convention  which  describe  the 
certification  programs  in  detail 
and  how  to  enroll  in  them.  If 
you  would  like  a  copy  of  this 
booklet,  let  me  know  and  I  will 
send  it  to  you.  I  would  be  glad  to 
go  over  the  certification  pro- 
gram with  you  in  a  meeting 
such  as  I  have  suggested  above. 

Leadership  development  is 
essential  for  a  successful  Sun- 
day school.  As  the  leaders  go, 
so  goes  the  Sunday  school. 
There  is  no  more  vital  ministry 


in  the  church  than  the  nurtui 
ing  of  disciples  in  the  Christia 
faith.  Quality  nurturing  an 
teaching  require  trained  an 
committed  leaders.  It  i 
shameful  that  Hardee's  rt 
quires  more  training  for  it 
employees  to  cook  and  se 
hamburgers  than  we  requir 
for  persons  who  will  help  nui 
ture  the  spiritual  developmer 
of  God's  people!  It  is  time  tha 
we  took  this  ministry  of  Chris 
tian  education  seriously!  Th 
place  to  begin  is  wit 
us— pastors,  superintendents 
and  teachers.  We  can  start  b; 
enrolling  in  these  certificat 
programs  to  better  equi; 
ourselves  for  this  vita 
ministry.   J 


Now  is  a  good  time  to  renew  you 
subscription  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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,THE  1984  FALL  CONVOCATION  CHALLENGE 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
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Faculty  members  enter  College  Hall  for  the  Fall  Convocation.  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  president,  gave  the  Convocation  Address. 

Education:  See  the  Big  Picture  and 

Then  Paint 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 


"The  purpose  of  education  is 
to  transform,  enlarge,  and 
enrich  your  life,"  said  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper  to  the  ex- 
cited, newly  gathered  Mount 
Olive  College  students  at  Fall 
Convocation,  August  29,  in  Col- 
lege Hall.  "Today  Mount  Olive 
College  made  history,"  he 
declared,  "for  this  year  is  the 
first  concrete  movement 
towards  Mount  Olive  College 
becoming  a  four-year  college. 
And  the  College  will  never  be 
the  same." 

A  hush  swept  over  College 
Hall. 

Dr.  Raper  eyed  the  entire  stu- 
dent body,  faculty,  and  guests 
as  he  smiled  and  said  assuring- 
ly,  "But  this  College  will  retain 
the  good  features  of  the  past, 
though  it  will  never  be  known 
as  a  junior  college  again." 
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To  emphasize  the  worthy 
qualities  the  College  will  retain, 
Dr.  Raper  said,  "Mount  Olive 
College  will  retain  its  emphasis 
upon  the  value  of  students  as 
persons.  Our  College  will  retain 
its  emphasis  upon  encouraging 
meaningful  relationships  with 
professors  and  students.  Our 
College  will  retain  a  sense  of 
friendliness,  a  commitment  to 
scholarship,  a  commitment  to 
moral  values,  and  a  commit- 
ment to  the  Christian  faith." 

What  will  be  new  about 
Mount  Olive  College  will  de- 
mand a  greater  vision,  a  firmer 
energy,  and  a  rigorous 
discipline.  Dr.  Raper  insisted, 
"As  we  are  now  becoming  a 
four-year  college,  we  must  set 
our  faith  towards  new  heights 
of  attainment.  We  must  see  the 
big  picture  and  this  enlarged 


picture  of  ourselves  will  re- 
quire more  of  all  of  us." 

To  stress  the  importance  of 
becoming  a  larger  picture  of 
education,  Dr.  Raper  enumer- 
ated three  requirements  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  becom- 
ing a  four-year  college.  "We 
must  have  a  higher  standard  of 
scholarship.  We  must  place  a 
stronger  emphasis  upon  the 
academic  climate  of  our  cam- 
pus. And,  we  must  be  models  of 
the  qualities  of  gentle  grace,  ef- 
fective communication,  and 
social  standards.  The  marks  of 
an  educated  person  are  known 
and  seen." 

To  meet  these  three  re- 
quirements for  becoming  a 
four-year  college,  Dr.  Raper 
turned  to  the  heart  of  his  ad- 
dress, looked  squarely  into  the 
eyes  of  those  gathered  and  said 
with  ringing  conviction,  "The 
purpose  of  education  is  to  see 
the  big  picture  and  to  inspire 
you  to  paint.  The  big  picture  is 
that  picture  of  what  God 
created  us  to  be,  of  what  God 
meant  the  universe  to  be,  and  of 
what  God  is.  It  is  folly  to  live  for 
something  perishable  when  we 
can  live  for  something  perma- 
nent. It  is  folly  to  try  to  build 
our  own  world,  for  it  will  be  too 
small  to  live  in.  The  big  picture 
needs  self-discipline  and  com- 
mitment." 

To  keep  the  big  picture  from 
overwhelming  the  students,  Dr. 
Raper  emphasized,  "Remem- 
ber, Jesus  went  to  Peter  and 
Andrew.  He  went  to  where  they 
were.  Jesus  called  Peter  and 
Andrew  because  He  could  see 
in  them,  as  Michelangelo  could 
see  in  the  stone  from  which  he 
carved  David,  what  they  were 
capable  of  becoming.  And  that 
is  what  education  is  all  about 
—lifting  us  from  where  we  are 
to  where  we  are  capable  of  be- 
ing, from  a  small  world  to  a 
great  universe,  from  a  limited 
vision  to  a  vision  bigger  than 
ourselves." 

Slowly  he  said,  "Remember, 
whatever  we  do,  we  should  do  it 
for  God.  We  should  do  our  best 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SERVICE  OF  ORDINATION  HELD  AT  LITTLE  ROCK  CHURCH 


The  Revs.  De  Wayne  Eakes  and  K.  Alan  Lamm 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama  was  the  site  of  a  service  of  ordina- 
tion to  the  gospel  ministry  for  Mr.  K.  Alan  Lamm.  Alan  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kermit  A.  Lamm  of  Lucama.  The  service  was  con- 
ducted under  the  authority  of  the  Western  Conference  Board  of  Or- 
dination. 

The  service  featured  the  following  guests  participating  as  in- 
vited to  do  so  by  the  candidate  for  ordination.  Leading  the  call  to 
worship  was  the  Rev.  Phil  Cates;  lector,  the  Rev.  Major  Ray  Wade, 
retired  chaplain,  U.  S.  Army;  soloist,  the  Rev.  David  K.  Hines;  ser- 
mon, the  Rev.  Major  Samuel  L.  Smith,  chaplain,  U.  S.  Army.  A 
reception  followed  in  Heritage  Hall  hosted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamm 
and  the  church  social  committee. 

Alan  was  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  College  with  an  A.  S. 
degree  in  1979;  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Greensboro  with  a  B.  A.  degree  in  1981  and  is  at  present  attending 
Duke  Divinity  School  part-time  in  pursuit  of  the  Master  of  Divinity 
Degree.  Upon  completion  of  this  degree  he  will  become  an  Air 
Force  Chaplain  for  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  (North 
Carolina  State  Convention). 

Alan's  church,  family  and  many  friends  were  in  attendance  to 
share  the  service  and  wish  him  and  his  wife  Laura  the  best  of  God's 
blessings  in  the  ministry  to  which  God  has  called  him. 

The  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes  is  pastor  of  Little  Rock  Church. 


Homecoming  Planned  at 
Free  Spirit  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  Free  Spirit  Church, 
off  Highway  301-South,  across 
from  Lely  Corp.,  Wilson,  on 

6 


Sunday,  October  7.  Dinner  will 
be  spread  at  noon.  At  2  p.m., 
music  will  be  provided  by  the 
Monarchs  of  Wilson.  All  past 
members  and  friends  are  in- 
vited. 


Homecoming  to  Be  Observed  I 
At  Smith's  New  Home  Church  ! 

Homecoming  will  be  held  al 
Smith's  New  Home  Church, 
Route  1,  Deep  Run,  on  Sunday, 
September  23.  The  homecom- 
ing celebration  will  begin  with 
Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.  The 
message  will  be  delivered  at  ll| 
a.m.  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  B.  Bryan.  Lunch  will  be' I 
spread  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
the  church  at  noon. 

The  Damascus  Way  Singers' 
of  Garner  will  be  in  concert  at 
the  church  in  the  afternoon. 
There  will  be  a  dedication  ser- 
vice held  for  the  new  pew 
cushions  which  have  been 
recently  installed  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  A  memorial  service 
will  also  be  held  in  the  after- 
noon in  memory  of  those  who 
have  passed  away  during  the 
year. 

Robert's  Grove  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

Robert's  Grove  Church, 
Route  1,  Dunn,  will  observe; 
homecoming-harvest  day,  or. 
Sunday,  October  7,  1984. 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  Johnson  ol 
Wallace  will  deliver  the! 
homecoming  message.  He  is] 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  A. 
Johnson  and  the  brother  of  Mr. 
Bobby  Johnson,  Sunday  school 
superintendent  at  Robert's 
Grove  Church. 

Lunch  will  be  spread  on  the 
grounds  at  noon  followed  by 
singing  in  the  afternoon. 
Everyone  has  a  special  invita-i 
tion  to  come  and  worship. 

Homecoming  Nearing  at 
Pleasant  Hill  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Highway  43  South,  near  Calico, 
on  Sunday,  September  30. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 
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People's  Chapel  Church  to 
lave  Homecoming 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
erved  at  People's  Chapel 
Church,  Route  2,  Elm  City,  on 
)ctober  7.  Sunday  school  will 
jiegin  at  10  a.m.,  followed  by 
he  morning  worship  service  at 
1  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  in 
he  Ferrell  Building.  There  will 
>e  an  afternoon  service  featur- 
ng  the  Mount  Zion  Quartet  of 
vfashville  and  the  New  Life 
Singers  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Church  of  Wilson.  All  former 
nembers,  pastors,  friends  and 
dsitors  are  welcome.  The  Rev. 
3arry  Gardner  is  pastor  of  the 
;hurch. 

Homecoming  Planned  at 
Union  Grove  Church 

Union  Grove  Church,  near 
Fremont,  will  observe 
homecoming  on  September  23. 
The  Rev.  Bobby  Jones  will  be 
jguest  speaker  for  the  occasion. 
The  Rev.  C.  Ray  Taylor  is 
pastor  of  the  church.  Everyone 
is  invited  to  attend  the  day's  ac- 
tivity. 

Albemarle  Conference 
To  Have  Meetings 

Malachi's  Chapel  Church, 
Route  1,  Columbia,  will  host  the 
Albemarle  Union  Meeting  on 
September  29.  Mount  Zion 
Church,  Roper,  will  host  the 
Albemarle  League  Convention 
for  the  evening.  The  scheduled 
programs  are  as  follows: 

UNION  MEETING 
OPENING  SESSION 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 
10:00— Devotions,    the    Rev.  Bobby 

Brown 

10:10— Welcome,  Mr.  Hilton  Simmons 

—  Response,    the    Rev.    A.  B. 
Williamson 

10: 15— Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10:20-Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministers 
-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:30— Offering  for  Denominational 
Enterprises 
—Announcements 
—Prayer  Time 

BUSINESS  SESSION 
10:40— Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 

—  Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
via  Literature 


—  Report  of  Press,  via  Literature 

—  Report    of    Missions,  via 
Literature 

—  Report    of    Cragmont,  via 
Literature 

—  Report  of  Retirement  Homes, 
via  Literature 

10:50— Reading   of   Minutes    of  Last 
Union  for  Information 

—  Report  of  Treasurer 

—  Other  Business 
—Announcements  of  Next  Union 

11:00— Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

MORNING  WORSHIP 
11:10— Hymn 

11:20— Special  Music,  Host  Church 
11:25— Message,  the  Rev.  Floyd  Burkey 

—  Adjournment  and  Lunch 

LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
7:30— Devotion,  Mr.  Dean  Jones 
7:40— President's  Message,  Mr.  Lloyd 

Jones  Jr. 

—  Appointment  of  Digest  Commit- 
tee 

—  Offering 

—  Roll  Call  of  Leagues 

—  Sword  Drill 

—  Hymm 

—  Recognition  of  Ministers 

—  Announcements 

—  Special  Music 
—League  Program 

—  Minutes  of  Last  Convention 

—  Business  of  Digest  Committe 

—  Report  of  Digest  Committee 

—  Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
ture 

—Treasurer's  Report 

—  Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

—  Adjournment 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 

Core  Creek  Church  Honors 
Senior  Citizens 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove 
City,  honored  its  senior  citizens 
on  August  26,  during  the  morn- 
ing worship  service.  The  ser- 
vice began  with  the  lighting  of 
the  candles.  Call  to  worship 
was  sung  by  the  choir,  after 
which  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Philip  Wood,  gave  the  invoca- 
tion. As  the  service  began  there 
was  no  doubt  that  God's  Holy 
Spirit  was  in  our  midst. 
Everyone  could  tell  by  the  ex- 
pressions on  many  faces. 

The  first  hymn  sung  by  the 
congregation  was  "Leaning  On 
the  Everlasting  Arms."  Mrs. 
Catherine  Wood  read  the  Scrip- 
ture from  Psalm  91.  Mrs.  Edith 
McCoy  read  a  poem  which  she 
composed,  after  which  Mrs. 
Geneva   Garner   offered  the 


morning  prayer.  Following  the 
doxology,  Donna  Hawkins  and 
Tracy  McCoy  presented  gifts  to 
the  senior  citizens. 

The  senior  citizens  sang 
"Standing  on  the  Promises," 
followed  by  Mr.  Woodrow  Mc- 
Coy, and  the  pastor  singing 
"Where  We'll  Never  Grow 
Old."  The  climax  of  the  service 
was  a  most  timely  message 
delivered  by  the  pastor,  "Who 
Are  You?"  The  Scripture  was 
taken  from  Mark  8:27-29. 

Mr.  Harold  Hawkins  and 
Mr.  Robert  Avery  were  the 
ushers. 

Mrs.  Earl  Ipock,  with  the 
help  of  the  pastor,  did  the  plan- 
ning for  this  event. 

SENIOR  CITIZEN 

What  is  a  senior  citizen,  you  may  ask. 

The  answer  is  a  difficult  task. 
What  age  do  you  think,  sixty  or  more? 

My,  this  is  getting  to  be  a  chore. 
Alas,  as  we  look  around  and  see, 

With  joyful  hearts,  it's  you  and  me! 

Each  one  of  us  here  today 

Has  been  blessed  in  a  marvelous 
way. 

As  we  began  life  with  our  mate, 

There    were    many    decisions  to 
make. 

Some  were  wrong  and  some  were  good, 
A  lot  of  times  we  were  misunder- 
stood 

But  as  we  grew,  which  didn't  take  long, 
God  helped  us  become  very  strong. 
As  Joshua  said,  in  God's  Holy  Word, 
"As  for  me  and  my  house  we  will  serve 
the  Lord." 

As  time  passed  on  our  families  grew 
We  didn't  have  time  to  get  sad  or 
blue. 

We  kept  up  our  faith,  with  all  our 
might, 

With  God  guiding  us  in  the  right. 
He  still  is  leading  us  day  by  day 

To  serve  Him  in  a  more  useful  way. 

Now  as  we  look  around  us  today. 

We  see  many  who  helped  lead  the 
way. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  and  you 

For  helping  this  day  to  come  true. 

Let's  work  together  to  lift  up  the  Cross, 
No  matter  what  may  be  the  cost. 

Edith  McCoy 

Homecoming  Scheduled  at 
First  Church,  Tarboro 

The  First  Church,  Tarboro, 
celebrates  its  31st  Homecoming 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Oke  Ckuxck  at  <Woxk 


The  Rev.  Charles  Crisp 


ENTERPRISES  PLAN  GROWTH  SEMINARS 

On  September  5,  1984, 
a  group  of  represen- 
tatives from  five 
denominational  enter- 
prises met  to  plan  "The 
Care  and  Grow 
Seminars."  The 
members  of  the  plan- 
ning committee  are 
Doug  Skinner,  vice 
president  of  the 
Ministerial  Association;  Harold  Jones,  director- 
treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions;  Charles  Crisp, 
director-treasurer  of  Home  Missions;  Frank 
Harrison,  director  of  Church  Relations  at  Mount 
Olive  College;  Donald  Coates,  president  of  the 
State  Sunday  School  Convention;  and  Bass 
Mitchell,  field  secretary  of  the  State  Sunday 
School  Convention. 

Out  of  a  deep  evangelistic  concern  and  the 
need  for  church  growth  in  our  denomination, 
these  five  organizations  have  joined  together  to 
sponsor  "The  Care  and  Grow  Seminars."  This  is 
a  program  specializing  in  church  growth  through 
the  Sunday  school.  Dr.  Curtis  Scofield,  director 
of  the  "Care  and  Grow  Seminars,"  will  be 
leading  them. 

The  seminars  will  be  held  at  College  Hall, 
April  19  and  20,  1985. 

These  seminars  are  specifically  designed  for 
pastors  and  laypersons.  Each  pastor  is  en- 
couraged to  bring  four  or  more  persons  from  his 
church. 

The  registration  fee  will  be  $10  per  person. 
This  fee  includes  a  workbook  and  other 
materials  to  be  used  during  the  seminars,  and 
churches  are  urged  to  pay  the  registration  fees 
for  those  attending  from  them. 

You  will  be  receiving  more  information  on 
these  seminars  in  the  coming  months.    If  you 


The  Revs.  Bass  Mitchell,  Donald  Coates  and  Doug  Skin-\ 

ner. 

would  like  more  information  or  have  any  ques- 
tions now,  call  or  write  Bass  Mitchell,  614  Park 
Avenue,    Ayden,    North    Carolina  28513; 
(919) -746-4708. 


PRESS 
EXPRESSES 
THANKS 

Mr.  R.  Clifford 
Gray  Jr.,  right, 
recently  presented 
Marshal  Desten's 
Wild  West  Show  a 
plaque  in  apprecia- 
tion for  the  Show's 
gift  to  the  Press. 
Pictured  receiving 
the  plaque  are  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Jones, 
left,  and  Mr.  Dan- 
ny "Pedro" 
McLawhorn. 


The  Revs.  Harold  Jones,  Doug  Skinner,  Donald  Coates, 
Bass  Mitchell,  Charles  Crisp  and  Frank  Harrison. 
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A  NEW  YEAR  BEGINS  FOR  THE  BAKERS 


The  Fred  Baker  Family 

Two  desirable  characteristics  of  the  modern  missionary  are 
mobility  and  flexibility.  Mobility  is  the  ability  to  move  and  relocate 
your  family.  It  is  coping  with  the  stress  and  adjustments  that  come 
with  moving.  Flexibility  is  the  ability  to  change— the  ability  to 
change  the  way  you  are  doing  something  or  to  change  what  you  are 
doing  altogether.  The  Baker  Family,  by  the  will  of  God,  has  had 
these  characteristics  tested  to  the  core  these  past  few  months. 
Through  your  prayers  and  God's  grace  we  are  responding  well. 
Read  on  and  you  will  better  understand  how  to  pray  for  us. 

June  once  again  found  the  Baker  Family  on  the  move.  We 
packed  the  last  of  May  and  on  June  4  moved  north  to  Metro  Manila 
on  the  Island  of  Luzon.  This  is  to  be  our  home  for  the  next  year  as 
we  study  the  Tagalog  language.  It  was  not  easy  for  Fred  to  leave 
the  classrooms  of  Palawan  Bible  Institute  which  he  enjoys  so 
much.  Deep  emotions  strained  in  every  family  member  as  we  left 
our  friends  and  Palawan,  both  of  which  we  have  come  to  love  and 
respect. 

The  van  der  Plas  Family  is  living  at  25- A  Samar  Avenue, 
Quezon  City,  Manila.  We  asked  God  for  an  apartment  close  to  the 
van  der  Plas  Family  because  we  would  be  studying  language 
together  and  Kim,  Stevie,  Caroline  and  Dirk  would  all  go  to  Faith 
Academy  together.  It  is  really  hard  to  find  housing  in  a  city  as 
crowded  as  Manila.  But  with  God  all  things  are  possible.  Praise  the 
Lord  we  have  set  up  our  residence  at  25-B  Samar  Avenue,  Quezon 
City,  Manila.  You  cannot  get  much  closer  than  that.  God  is  really 
good. 

Kim  and  Stevie  are  enjoying  their  studies  at  Faith  Academy  as 
day  students.  They  catch  the  bus  at  6:20  a.m.  and  return  around 
3:15  p.m.  Fred  and  Linda  are  studying  Tagalog  with  Willem  and 
Lydia  at  the  Christian  Language  Study  Center.  It  is  so  exciting  to 
learn  a  better  command  of  the  language  and  culture. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us  as  God  continues  to  show  us 
ourselves  in  the  light  of  Himself.  We  are  in  a  new  place  tackling  a 


new  job.  We  need  you  more 
than  ever  to  stand  with  us  in 
prayer.  Our  new  address  is: 
CM  Box  129,  Quezon  City  3005, 
Philippines.  It  would  be  so  good 
to  hear  from  you. 

Thank  you  and  may  God 
richly  bless  you. 

Serving  Christ, 
The  Baker  Family 

PALAWAN  BIBLE 
INSTITUTE  GRADUATION 

The  fourth  commencement 
exercises  were  held  at  the 
Palawan  Bible  Institute  on 
March  29,  1984.  A  worship  ser- 
vice was  conducted  before  the 
graduation  at  the  Puerto 
Princesa  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  for  the  graduates,  their 
families  and  their  friends. 
Special  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Charles  I.  Barnard. 

The  graduation  exercise  was 
enjoyed  in  an  outdoor  setting  in 
front  of  the  Administration 
Building.  Newly  arrived  mis- 
sionary Willem  van  der  Plas 
was  the  keynote  speaker  for 
this  part  of  the  program. 

There  were  five  members  of 
the  graduating  class.  Each 
received  an  Associate  degree  in 
Biblical  Education.  Mr.  Joel 
dela  Rosa  was  the  top  honor 
graduate.  Mr.  Marcos  Taladro 
was  number  two  honor 
graduate.  Four  of  these  five 
graduates,  all  of  whom  are 
men,  have  entered  the  gospel 
ministry  as  licensed  ministers. 
Please  remember  to  pray  for 
their  continual  development. 

A  special  thank  you  to  all  of 
you  who  have  had  a  part 
through  giving,  praying  and  ac- 
tual work  to  make  this  a  very 
good  school  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Fred  P.  Baker 

September  Is  Home 
Missions  and  Church 
Extension  Month 
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BACK  TO  THE  BOOKS 


The  summer  of  '84  was  filled 
with  hard  work,  fun,  and  relax- 
ation for  everyone  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. 
The  children  were  able  to  stay 
busy  by  picking,  shelling  and 
canning  fresh  vegetables  from 
our  Home's  own  garden,  and  by 
keeping  the  grounds  clean  and 
green  by  mowing,  painting,  and 
maintaining  daily  maintenance 
of  our  campus.  What  a  great 
job  everyone  did! 

Those  children  ages  14-18, 
were  fortunate  enough  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Summer  Youth 
Employment  Program  spon- 
sored through  the  Employment 
Security  Commission  in  Rocky 
Mount.  This  program  enabled 
them  to  earn  minimum  wages 
and  work  up  to  20  hours  a  week. 
Those  in  the  Independent  Liv- 
ing Program  were  able  to  ob- 
tain jobs  off  campus  and  learn 
the  responsibility  involved  in  a 
nine-to-five  job.  Some  of  the 
children's  earnings  were  put  in- 
to savings  accounts,  and  some 
money  was  spent  on  trips  to  the 
mall  to  purchase  school  clothes 
and  something  special  for 
themselves,  beach  trips,  and 
other  activities. 

After  a  hard  day's  work  in  the 
garden,  the  children  were  able 
to  spend  time  relaxing,  sunning 
and  swimming  at  the  campus 
pool  and  playing  footsball,  air 


hockey  and  shooting  pool  in  the 
canteen.  What  a  way  to  end  the 
day! 

Some  children  were  able  to 
attend  various  workshops  and 
receive  certifications  in 
Babysitting,  CPR,  and  Safety 
and  First  Aid  at  the  Red  Cross 
center  in  Wilson.  We  are  very 
proud  of  every  child  here  for 
their  willingness  to  work,  earn 
money,  and  learn  responsibili- 
ty. 

Our  staff  and  houseparents 
here  at  the  Home  have  also  had 
a  busy  summer,  helping  with 
the  garden  duties,  taking  the 
children  to  Polk  Youth  Center, 
putt  putt,  fishing,  shopping,  at- 
tending the  pool,  and  making 
the  summer  as  enjoyable  as 
possible  for  each  child.  It  was  a 
great  summer! 

But,  with  the  end  of  summer 
comes  the  beginning  of  a  new 
school  year  and  getting  back  to 
the  books.  With  new  notebooks, 
pens  and  pencils  in  hand,  and 
new  clothes  on,  everyone  met 
the  first  day  of  school  in  an- 
ticipation. Even  though 
everyone  enjoys  summer,  they 
also  realize  the  importance  of 
an  education. 

This  year  several  children  on 
campus  will  be  involved  in 
various  extracurricular  ac- 
tivities: piano  and  dance 
lessons,  flag  squad  at  school 
and  basketball.  We  will  also  be 
welcoming  back  our  tutor,  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  did  a  terrific  job 
last  year  in  assisting  our 
children  academically. 

The  social  workers  on  cam- 
pus will  be  following  each  child 
closely  in  his  or  her  schoolwork 
by  communicating  with 
teachers  and  4 counselors,  in 
order  to  meet  everyone's 
educational  needs.  We  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a  productive 
school  year,  and  with  the 
Lord's  guidance  and  your 
prayers  anything  is  possible. 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
AUGUST,  1984 
Total  $1,083.79 


ALBEMARLE 

Union  Meeting 
Total 

CENTRAL 


Edgewood 

$  35.00 

Gum  Swamp 

20.00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

20.00 1 

Hull  Road 

100.00 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

25.  # 

Saratoga 

20.00! 

Union  Number  2 

15.36 

Total 

$235.36 

EASTERN 


Beulaville 

$  10.00 

Juniper  Chapel 

20.00 

Macedonia 

15.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

30.00 

Sound  View 

150.00 

Spring  Hope 

10.00 

White  Oak  Grove 

20.00 

Union  Number  5 

15.00 

Total 

$270.00 

PEE  DEE 

Oak  Grove 
Union  Number  1 
Total 

PIEDMONT 

Conference 
Heritage  Mission 
Total 

WESTERN 

Pleasant  Hill 
Sherron  Acres 
Spring  Hill 
Union  Number  1 
Union  Number  2 
Total 

STATEWIDE 

Christian  Service  Fund 
Total 


MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work  (full-time  or 
part-time).  He  is  an  ordained 
minister  in  good  standing  with 
the  Eastern  Conference.  He  can 
be  reached  at  (919)  324-5270  or 
(919)  455-2979.  His  mailing  ad- 
dres  is  Route  1,  Box  486, 
Richlands,  North  Carolina 
28574. 


10 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


AN  IMMEDIATE  NEED:  GD7TS  TO  THE  LIBRARY 

Gena  Lupton,  a  sophomore 
from  Kinston,  examines  one  of 
the  37,000  volumes  in  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Library.  An  addi- 
tional 13,000  books  are  needed 
to  bring  the  library  collection  to 
50,000  volumes,  the  minimum 
required  for  the  new  four-year 
program.  New  shelving  has 
already  been  installed  to  house 

Gena  Lupton  the  new  books. 

One  of  the  immediate  requirements  Mount  Olive  College  must 
meet  as  a  four-year  college  is  a  minimum  of  50,000  volumes  in  its 
library.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fall  semester,  the  College  had  37,000 
volumes.  An  additional  13,000  volumes  are  urgently  needed. 

At  its  December  meeting,  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools  will  review  the  application  of  Mount  Olive  for  recogni- 
tion as  a  four-year  college.  It  will  be  very  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  College  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  has  already  received  gifts  for 
the  purchase  of  a  substantial  number  of  these  books. 

The  average  cost  of  a  library  book  is  $25.  For  each  gift  in  this 
amount  the  College  will  place  a  nameplate  in  a  book  which  will 
recognize  the  donor  and  the  person  in  whose  honor  (living)  or 
memory  (deceased)  it  is  given. 

The  gift  of  a  book  is  a  good  way  to  express  appreciation  to 
someone  who  is  special  to  us.  Birthdays  and  anniversaries  are  ideal 
occasions  to  remember  members  of  our  family  and  friends.  Gifts  to 
the  library  are  also  meaningful  memorials.  The  College  will  send 
an  appropriate  card  to  those  honored  and  to  the  family  of  those 
memorialized. 

Gifts  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  tax  deductible  as  allowed  by 
law.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  "Mount  Olive  College 
Library  Fund"  and  mailed  to:  Gift  Records  Office,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 


Donor 


Name 


Address . 
City  


State . 


Zip 


Church 


Amount  $ 


In  Honor  or  In  Memory 


Name . 


Send  Acknowledgement  Card  To: 
Name  


Address . 
City  


State . 


Zip 


JOANN  PENNINGTON 
NAMED  DIRECTOR  OF  GIFT 
RECORDS 


Please  attach  extra  sheet  for  additional  names. 


Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Pennington 

Mrs.  JoAnn  Pennington  has 
been  named  director  of  Gift 
Records  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. She  has  served  as  Gift 
Records  Secretary  since  March 
of  1981.  Mrs.  Pennington 
records  all  donations  to  the  Col- 
lege and  sees  to  it  that  the  gifts 
are  acknowledged  promptly. 

"Right  now,  my  number  one 
goal  is  to  computerize  all 
records,"  she  said.  "Once  we 
get  computerized  I  will  be  able 
to  get  information  in  a  matter 
of  minutes." 

A  1978  graduate  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  she  also  received 
a  B.S.  degree  in  accounting 
from  Atlantic  Christian  College 
in  Wilson. 

She  and  her  husband,  Bobby, 
and  four-month  old  son,  Todd, 
live  in  Goldsboro  and  attend 
Stoney  Creek  Church.  Bobby 
Pennington  is  the  financial 
director  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation  in  Ayden. 

The  daughter  of  Mrs.  Annie 
Bruce  Hines  of  Winterville  and 
the  late  Clyde  M.  Hines,  Mrs. 
Pennington  was  originally  a 
member  of  Winterville  Church. 

Any  questions  concerning 
gifts  to  the  College  may  be 
directed  to  Mrs.  Pennington, 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 


23 


TUESDAY,  25 
SEPTEMBER 


Scripture  Reading— Amos  6-9;  Obadiah 

SHUT  OUT 
A  minister  told  how  one  Sunday  night  when 
he  was  quarantined  in  his  house  because  his 
child  had  diphtheria,  he  watched  his  church  next 
door;  his  church  that  he  could  not  now  enter.  He 
saw  the  lights  shining  through  the  windows.  He 
watched  the  people  going  in.  Then  the  service 
started,  and  he  listened  to  the  music.  At  last  he 
couldn't  stand  it  any  longer.  Silently,  like  a  thief, 
he  stole  out  at  his  back  door,  and  crept  up  close  to 
a  window  and  listened.  Within  all  was  bright; 
outside  he  stood  in  the  chill  darkness.  "I  realized 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life,"  he  said,  "what  it 
meant  to  be  shut  out,  what  a  terrible  thing  it 
meant  to  be  shut  out.  And  some  day  I  should 
stand  at  the  gate  of  Heaven.  What  a  terrible 
thing  if  that  door  should  be  shut  against  me!" 
God  does  not  want  that!  Nor  do  you! 


But  we  must  not  neglect  the  only  means  of 
opening  that  gate,  even  the  acceptance  of  Him 
who  said,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life: 
no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me. " 


MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 


24 


Scripture  Reading  — Jonah 

SHUT  OUT  FOREVER! 

Many  years  ago,  a  man  came  out  from  the 
Jaffa  gate,  Jerusalem,  and  stood  upon  a  hillock, 
shouting  with  all  his  might,  as  if  forewarning  of 
danger,  and  gesticulating  wildly,  as  if  to  call  our 
attention  to  what  he  was  announcing.  "What  is 
the  man  saying?"  we  asked  our  guide. 

"He  is  shouting,  'Yellah!  Yellah!'  " 

"What  does  that  mean?" 

"Come  along!  Come  along!" 

We  now  found  we  were  about  to  be  shut  out, 
and  this  messenger  had  come  out  to  warn  us  that 
the  gate  was  about  to  be  closed.  We  made  haste, 
as  we  did  not  at  all  relish  the  thought  of  being 
kept  all  night  outside  the  walls.  We  were  just  in, 
no  more.  We  entered,  and  the  gate  closed  behind 
us. 


The  door  was  shut  (Matthew  25:10). 


Scripture  Reading— Micah 

ONLY  FROM  JERUSALEM  TO  JERICHO 
"Fine  sermon,  wasn't  it?"  asked  one  of: 
Farmer  Peter's  friends,  referring  to  a  scholarly 
discourse  with  which  the  congregation  had  been 
favored  that  morning  by  a   city  preacher,  j 
"Maybe,"  returned  Farmer  Peter.  "Why,"  per-, 
sisted  the  first  speaker,  "that  man  knows  more 
about  the  Bible,  and  has  made  a  deeper  study  of 
biblical  history  and  geography  than  almost  any 
other  minister  in  the  country."  "Has  he  now?"| 
inquired  Farmer  Peter  mildly.  "Well,  then,  I 
reckon  that  the  trouble  must  have  been  with  me. 
You  see,  I'd  calc'lated  I  should  hear  something 
about  the  way  to  Heaven,  and  I  only  learned  the 
way  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho." 


People  talk  easily  enough  about  going  to 
Heaven  when  they  die,  but  they  forget  that 
unless  they  have  been  made  fit  for  the  place,  and 
have  received  a  nature  that  can  enjoy  the  things 
of  God,  they  would  be  miserable  in  Heaven. 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 


26 
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Scripture  Reading— Nahum,  Habakkak 

"I  OWN  EVERYTHING!" 
Dr.  George  W.  Truett  was  entertained  on  one 
occasion  in  the  home  of  a  wealthy  oil  man  in 
Texas.  After  the  dinner  the  man  took  him  up  to 
the  roof  of  his  house  and  indicated  huge  fields  of| 
oil  derricks,  and  said,  "Dr.  Truett,  that's  all 
mine.  I  came  to  this  country  twenty-five  years 
ago  penniless,  and  now  I  own  everything  as  far 
as  you  can  see  in  that  direction."  Then  he  turned 
to  the  opposite  direction  and  indicated  waving 
fields  of  grain  and  said  again,  "It's  all  mine.  I 
own  everything  as  far  as  you  can  see  in  that 
direction."  Then  he  turned  to  the  east,  and 
pointed  to  huge  herds  of  cattle  and  said  again, 
"It's  all  mine,  everything  as  far  as  you  can  see  in 
that  direction  is  mine."  One  final  time  he  turned 
toward  the  west  and  pointed  to  a  great  virgin 
forest,  and  said  again,  "It's  all  mine.  Twenty 
five  years  ago  I  was  penniless,  but  I  worked  hard 
and  saved,  and  today  I  own  everything  as  far  as 
you  can  see  in  this  direction,  that  direction,  that 
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^direction,  and  this  direction."  He  paused  for  the 
sxpected  praise,  but  to  his  astonishment  it  didn't 
come.  Dr.  Truett  laid  a  hand  lovingly  on  his 
shoulder,  pointed  upward  and  said,  "My  friend, 
Show  much  do  you  own  in  that  direction?"  The 
man  dropped  his  head  in  shame  and  said,  "I 
never  thought  of  that." 


After  the  joys  of  earth, 
A  fter  its  song  of  mirth, 
After  its  hours  of  light, 
After  its  dreams  so  bright — 
What  then? 

THURSDAY,  97 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Zephaniah,  Haggai 

SOMETHING  ELSE  NEEDED 
He  was  in  a  hurry  when  he  came  into  the 
compound.  You  could  tell  his  message  was  im- 
portant. "My  mother  is  afraid  that  she  is  dying, 
and  she  would  like  a  Christian  to  come  to  see 
her."  "Is  your  mother  a  Christian?"  we  asked. 
His  reply,  though  just  a  sentence,  revealed  the 
emptiness  of  religion:  "We  are  Buddhists,  but 
Mother  wants  something  else  now."  Two  Chinese 
Christian  women  hurried  to  the  man's  house  to 
visit  the  dying  woman.  Quietly  they  told  of  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  just  as  quietly  she  took  Him  as 
her  personal  Saviour.  Morning  broke  on  the  sec- 
ond day.  She  could  not  live.  Her  son  knelt  beside 
her  to  tell  her  he  would  go  again  to  get  the  doctor. 
But  she  raised  her  hand  to  stop  him  and  said, 
"No,  Son,  I  do  not  wish  to  get  well  now,  for  I 
would  rather  go  to  my  new  home,  where  I  can  be 
with  Jesus." 


She  is  with  Him  now. 

FRIDAY,  28 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading—  Zechariah  1-7 

"NO  GLASS  BETWEEN" 
A  story  is  told  of  a  poor  boy  in  London.  His 
parents  were  dead,  and  he  was  the  charge  of  a 
terrible  drunken  woman,  who  forced  him  to  beg, 
and  met  him  with  kicks  and  cuffs  if  he  brought 
her  too  little.  His  greatest  pleasure  in  life  was  to 
see  the  beautiful  things  exhibited  in  shop  win- 
dows. He  knew,  though,  that  these  things  were 
not  meant  for  him,  for  there  was  always  the 
glass  between,  and  he  became  reconciled  to  the 
thought  that  he  could  never  have  them.  The  lead 
soldiers  had  focused  his  longing  for  them— but 


there  was  the  glass.  Alas,  he  was  run  over,  car- 
ried to  the  hospital,  and  cared  for  by  Christian 
charity.  He  awoke  to  find  himself  in  a  snow-white 
cot,  and  he  looked  into  the  pleasant  face  of  a 
nurse.  A  few  days  passed,  and  then  to  his 
astonishment  he  saw  other  children  playing  with 
toys.  Soon  he  sat  up  in  bed,  propped  up  by 
pillows,  and,  wonder  of  wonders,  at  his  hand  was 
a  box  of  lead  soldiers.  Slowly  he  stretched  his 
hand  out,  touched  them,  and  cried  out:  "There  is 
no  glass  between." 


How  will  it  seem  when  in  the  Glory  we  no 
longer  see  "through  a  glass,  darkly"? 

SATURDAY,  £9 
SEPTEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Zechariah  S-14 

HEAVEN,  THE  BELIEVER'S  HOMELAND! 

I  had  dropped  in  upon  an  old  friend  of  my 
boyhood  days.  She  was  one  of  God's  own  saints. 
Rich  in  experience,  she  was  ripe  for  the  coming 
glory.  She  had  gone  so  far  in  life's  pilgrimage 
that  her  mind  was  slightly  beclouded,  and  her 
memory  affected.  As  I  rose  to  go  home  she  arose 
also  and  said,  "I  want  to  go  home."  "But 
Mother,"  said  her  daughter,  "you  are  home 
now."  At  that  she  looked  a  bit  dazed.  Then  look- 
ing at  me  with  a  tender  smile  she  said  with  a  pro- 
found touch  of  pathos  in  her  voice  —  "I  want  to  go 
home  before  it  gets  dark. " 

I  opened  the  door  and  started  homeward. 
The  twilight  sky  was  still  aglow  with  the 
vanishing  glory  of  the  sunset.  Beyond  it  lay  the 
glory  of  the  Father's  House.  My  soul  was  tingling 
with  the  spiritual  message  my  dear  friend's 
words  had  brought  me.  What  an  unspeakable 
blessing  for  God's  children  to  reach  home  before 
it  gets  dark! 


Before  the  darkness  of  broken  body  and  fail- 
ing health;  of  dimmed  senses  and  clouded 
faculties;  of  physical  suffering  and  infirmities ; 
of  vanished  faces,  voices,  and  fellowships 
— before  all  these  come,  how  blessed  it  is  to 
reach  home  before  it  gets  dark. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


Don't  Forget— 

The  State  Convention 
September  26  and  27 
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For  September  23 

THE  STRUGGLE  TO 

DO  RIGHT 

Lesson  Text:  Romans  7:5,  6, 
13-25 

Memory  Verses:  Romans  7:24, 
25 

"Nobody's  perfect."  Lightly 
we  say  this  when  we  find 
ourselves  at  fault.  We  say  it  as 
if  it  were  an  excuse  for  our 
shortcoming,  or  as  though  we 
can't  help  it.  But  the  Apostle 
Paul  says  there  is  no  excuse 
(Romans  1:20;  2:1). 

Imperfect  we  certainly  are, 
but  we  are  not  satisfied  with 
our  imperfection.  To  be 
perfect— this  is  our  aim,  our 
goal,  our  constant  wish.  Made 
in  God's  image,  we  cannot  be 
content  to  be  an  image  marred 
and  distorted.  Even  though  we 
never  reach  the  goal  of  perfec- 
tion in  this  life,  we  cannot  be 
satisfied  with  a  lesser  goal.  "Be 
ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven 
is  perfect"  (Matthew  5:48). 
This  is  our  ideal. 

A  number  of  different  Greek 
words  are  translated  by  our 
English  word  perfect.  One 
Greek  word  that  appears  fre- 
quently has  the  meaning  of 
complete,  full  grown,  mature. 
No  one  is  born  full  grown,  but 
throughout  our  Christian  life 
we  are  coming  closer  to  that 
goal. 

To  become  a  Christian  is  to 
be  born  again  (John  3:5).  As 
new  Christians  we  are  spiritual 
infants,  hungry  for  the  milk  of 
God's  Word  by  which  we  grow 
(1  Peter  2:2).  But  we  are 
warned  not  to  be  babies 
forever,  content  to  go  over  the 
first  principles  of  Christian 
teaching  again  and  again.  "Let 
us  go  on  unto  perfection" 
(Hebrews  6:1).   We  need  to 
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grow.  The  milk  of  God's  Word 
nourishes  us  until  we  cut  our 
teeth  and  can  eat  meat  (1  Co- 
rinthians 3:1,  2).  The  Word  sup- 
plies that  too— all  the  food  we 
need  as  we  keep  growing 
toward  perfection  (2  Timothy 
3:16,  17). 

Without  exercise,  of  course, 
food  will  make  us  fat,  not 
strong.  We  develop  spiritual 
muscle  as  we  do  what  God's 
Word  teaches  us  to  do.  "Exer- 
cise thyself  rather  unto 
godliness.  For  bodily  exercise 
profiteth  little:  but  godliness  is 
profitable  unto  all  things,  hav- 
ing promise  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come" 
(1  Timothy  4:7,  8). 

After  years  of  growing,  do 
you  find  that  you  are  still 
adolescent?  Don't  be 
discouraged.  Paul  in  his  later 
years  still  had  some  growing  to 
do  (Philippians  3:12-14).  A  new 
day  is  coming  for  all  of  us: 
"For  this  corruptible  must  put 
on  incorruption,  and  this  mor- 
tal must  put  on  immortality  .  .  . 
then  shall  be  brought  to  pass 
the  saying  that  is  written, 
Death  is  swallowed  up  in  vic- 
tory" (1  Corinthians  15:53,  54). 
This  is  perfection.  This  is  our 
destiny. 

In  the  sixth  chapter  of 
Romans,  the  process  of  becom- 
ing a  Christian  is  pictured  as 
death  and  resurrection.  A  sin- 
ner dies,  he  is  buried  in  bap- 
tism, and  he  rises  to  "walk  in 
newness  of  life"  (Romans 
6:1-4). 

When  we  die,  actually  and 
physically,  we  are  separated 
completely  from  our  loved  ones 
and  companions  on  earth.  In- 
stead we  find  companionship  in 
the  other  world  with  the  Chris- 
tians who  have  died  before.  So 
it  is  when  we  die  as  sinners  and 
rise  as  Christians.  We  are 
separated  completely  from  sin, 
but  are  happy  in  the  compan- 
ionship of  Jesus,  dead  to  sin, 


but  alive  to  God  through  Hirr 
(Romans  6:11). 

If  God  forgives  all  our  sinsi 
what  difference  does  it  make  ill 
they  are  many  or  few?  Why  not 
keep  on  sinning,  if  we  find  I 
easy  or  pleasant?  If  God's 
grace  is  sufficient  for  all  our 
sins,  why  not  make  our  sins 
more  abundant  so  His  grace 
will  be  more  abundant  still? 

Paul  realizes  that  such  ques- 
tions may  arise  when  we 
realize  that  God  forgives  our 
sins,  be  they  many  or  few.  Ini 
the  sixth  chapter  of  Romans  he 
faces  them  squarely  and 
answers  them  forcefully., 
"Shall  we  continue  in  sin,  thatf 
grace  may  abound?  God 
forbid"  (Romans  6:1,  2).  He 
gives  two  reasons  for  renounc-j 
ing  sin,  even  if  it  can  be; 
forgiven. 

In  becoming  Christians  wej 
died  to  sin  and  rose  to  a  new[ 
kind  of  life.  We  ought  therefore 
to  be  completely  separate  from 
sin.  We  should  not  let  sin  use 
the  parts  of  our  body  as  in 
struments  to  do  wrong.  Rather, 
we  should  turn  our  hands  and' 
feet  over  to  God  to  be  used  as; 
instruments  in  doing  right.  ( See; 
Romans  6:14.) 

Regardless  of  what  we  sayj 
we  really  are  servants  of  thej 
one  we  take  orders  from.  If  we; 
obey  God  we  are  His  servants.. 
But  if  we  obey  sin  we  are  ser- 
vants of  sin,  no  matter  how 
often  or  how  loudly  we  claim  to 
be  God's  servants.  And  if  we 
are  servants  of  sin,  not  of  God,1 
we  can  expect  the  wages  of  sin, 
which  is  death.  If  we  are  ser-| 
vants   of   God   resisting  the 
wrong  and  seeking  to  do  His 
will,  we  do  not  earn  eternal  life, 
but  we  receive  it  as  a  gift.  God 
takes  away  our  sins  and  clothes 
us  with  His  righteousness,  but 
He  does  not  do  this  for  people 
who  prefer  to  be  servants  of  sin. 
(See  Romans  6:15-23.)— Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary 
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EDUCATION 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

ind  it  will  last.  Realize  God  has 
i  purpose  for  your  life.  God 
:omes  to  you  where  you  are 
lust  as  He  came  to  Peter  and 
\ndrew  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
lemember,  the  purpose  of 
Education  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
ege  is  to  help  you  see  the  big 
bicture  and  to  inspire  you  to 
)aint." 

i  The  student  body  listened, 
learned,  and  left  College  Hall 
yith  a  sense  that  something 
listoric  had  been  painted  this 
jiight.  No  college,  no  person,  no 
'vork  can  last  without  a  sense  of 
Ihe  big  picture,  the  picture  that 
shows  what  can  be  cut  out  of  the 
stone  of  time,  what  can  be 
hnade  out  of  the  heart  of  vision, 
ind  what  can  be  created  out  of 
:he  Spirit  of  God. 
!  And  so  the  night  of  August  29 
'seemed  to  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege students  a  night  of 
history— their  history  and  the 
listory  of  their  children  to 
follow.  "Just  think,"  one  junior 
Said  in  the  we  11- lit,  glowing 
foyer,  "I  shall  be  in  the  first 
graduating  class  of  Mount 
Olive  as  a  four-year  college.  I'll 
have  something  to  tell  my 
grandchildren  about." 

The  student  walked  away,  out 
into  the  evening  warmth,  and  it 
seemed  as  he  quietly  disap- 
peared into  the  shadowy 
distance  that  he  was  carrying 
his  own  paint  brushes  and  was 
already  adding  color  to  his  big 
picture. 
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Director  of  Gift  Records, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
telephone,  658-2502. 

MOC  DAY  SERVICES 
Memorial  Church 

Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley,  direc- 
tor of  Admissions,  will  be 
speaking  at  Memorial  Church, 
Chocowinity,  Sunday, 
September  23,  during  the  11 
a.m.  worship  service.  The  Rev. 
James  Evans  is  pastor. 
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STONEY  CREEK  CHURCH 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  pastor,  has  announced  that  Stoney 
Creek  Church,  near  Goldsboro,  will  observe  Sunday,  September  23, 
as  "Mount  Olive  College  Day."  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of 
the  College,  will  speak  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  service. 

MOC  REPRESENTATIVE  TO  VISIT  SCHOOLS 

Mount  Olive  College  admissions  representatives  will  be 
visiting  high  schools  and  technical  schools  throughout  eastern 
North  Carolina  during  College  Day  Programs. 

The  College  representative  will  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  college  plans  with  prospective  students. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  schools  to  be  visited  during  the 
week  of  September  24-28. 

Monday,  September  24 

8:45-10:14  a.m.       Lumberton  Senior  High  School,  Lumberton 
11:15  a.m. -12: 15  p.m.      Hoke  County  High  School,  Raeford 
1:30-3:00  P  ■  m .     West  Robeson  High  School 

Tuesday,  September  25 

8:30-10:00  a.m.       Dunn  High  School,  Dunn 

10:30-12:00  p.m.       Harnett  Central  High  School  and  Coats  High  School 

at  Harnett  Central,  Angier 
1:15-  2:45  p.m.       Western  Harnett  High  School,  Lillington 

Wednesday,  September  26 

8:30-10:30  a.m.  Seventy-First  Senior  High  School,  Fayettevile 

10:15-11:45  a.m.  Westover  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 

2:00-  3:30  p.m.  Terry  Sanford  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 

7:00-  8:30  p.m.  Fayetteville  Academy,  Fayetteville 

Thursday,  September  27 

8:30-10:00  a.m.       E.  E.  Smith  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 
10:30-11:30  a.m.       Reid  Ross  High  School,  Fayetteville 
1:30-  3:00  p.m.       Pine  Forest  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 

Friday,  September  28 

8:30-10:  00  a.m.      Douglas  Byrd  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 
10:45  a.m. -12:15  p.m.      Cape  Fear  Senior  High  School,  Fayetteville 
1:30  p.m.       South  View  Senior  High  School,  Hope  Mills 


EMPLOYMENT  VACANCY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Position:  Admissions  Counselor 
Position  Available:  October  1,  1984 

Duties:  The  Admissions  Counselor  is  responsible  for  repre- 
senting the  College  in  high  schools,  two-year  schools,  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  and  in  home  visits.  Extensive  travel 
throughout  North  Carolina  including  overnight,  evening 
and  weekend  work. 

Qualifications:  Bachelor's  Degree  required.  Outstanding 
communication  skills,  self-motivation,  honesty  and  a  com- 
mitment to  Christian  higher  education  essential. 

Salary:  Commensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience. 

Application  Deadline:  Reply  in  writing  by  September  25,  1984, 
to: 

Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley 
Director  of  Admissions 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
An  equal  opportunity  employer. 
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RETIREES  TOUR  COLLEGE  CAMPUS 


Shown  with  a  group  of  retirees  from  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes, 
Middlesex,  are  Frank  R.  Harrison,  College  Chaplain;  Mrs.  Essie  Huggins;  the  Rev. 
Walter  Sutton,  pastor  of  Macedonia  Church,  Vanceboro,  and  director  of  the  Retire- 
ment Homes;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Patterson;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Yates,  pastor  of  Saratoga  Church, 
and  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Homes;  Miss  Bonnie  Farmer;  J.  B. 
Patterson;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ballard;  Mrs.  Thelma  Rulli;  and  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  Col- 
lege Host. 

After  lunch  at  the  College  cafeteria,  the  group  toured  the  campus  with  Mrs. 
Taylor;  and  Mr.  Harrison  conducted  a  devotional  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

on  September  23.  Lunch  will  be 
served  at  noon.  A  musical  en- 
titled "Kid's  Praise"  will  be 
presented  by  the  Tarboro 
Church  youth  at  2  p.m.  All 
former  pastors  and  members 
as  well  as  friends  are  invited  to 
attend. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  September  21 

Mount  Zion  Church,  Route  2, 
Beulaville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ransom  McAbee, 
evangelist 


Corinth  Church,  Dardens  Com- 
munity, near  Jamesville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 


The    Rev.    Robert  May, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Lehmann, 

pastor 

September  24-28 

Union    Grove    Church,  near 
Fremont 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  C.  Ray  Taylor, 
pastor 

Juniper    Chapel  Church, 
Vanceboro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Francis  Garner, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Harry  A.  Jones, 
pastor 

Smith's   New   Home  Church, 
Route  1,  Deep  Run 


Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The    Rev.    Jack  Mayo 

evangelist 
The   Rev.    A.    B.  Bryan 

pastor 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Highwaj 
43  South,  near  Calico 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   Charles  Crisp 
evangelist 


October  1-5 

Palmer   Memorial  Church, 
Garner 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Renfrow, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Dewey  C.  Boling. 
pastor 

People's  Chapel  Church,  Routt 
2,  Elm  City 
Time:  7:45  p.m. 
Prayer  room  opens:  7:3( 
p.m. 

The  Rev.  James  Joyner 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Barry  Gardner 

pastor 


October  8-12 

Free  Spirit  Church,  off 
Highway  301  — South, 
across  from  Lely  Corp., 
Wilson 

The   Rev.    Steve  Boykin 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Wayne  Whitley 

pastor 

Homecoming  to  Be  Observed  all 
Ormondsville  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob 
served  on  September  23,  at  Or 
mondsville  Church,  Route  1 
Ayden.  The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo  1 
pastor  of  the  church.  Everyone 
is  invited  to  attend  this  occa 
sion. 
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Editorial 


Can  You  Imagine? 

I  would  like  to  think  that  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  will  more  than  double  in  the  next  ten  years.  I  would 
like  to  think  that  our  churches  will  be  able  to  do  things  that  we 
now  consider  "impossible."  Let's  think  about  this. 

Can  you  imagine  how  different  our  churches  might  be  if 
we  had  developed  children's  ministries?  Sunday  school  and 
church  time  would  be  periods  of  developing  young  minds, 
minds  so  absorbent  that  they  can  only  be  compared  to 
sponges.  At  an  early  age,  children  would  be  taught  Christian 
principles,  while  Christian  attitudes  may  be  all  that  we  think 
they  are  grasping.  How  often  we  have  heard  it  said  by  adults 
that  they  first  learned  to  love  their  Sunday  school  teacher, 
then  her  Bible— and  afterwards,  her  Lord.  Just  think  what 
would  happen  if  our  children  encountered  Christian  living  and 
education  as  soon  as  they  were  born. 

Can  you  imagine  what  our  churches  would  be  like  if  young 
people  really  knew  that  there  were  those  in  their  own  churches 
who  loved  Christ— and  them?  If  we  were  to  develop  our  youth 
ministries  and  departments  as  they  need  to  be  developed, 
dropouts  would  not  be  as  much  of  a  problem  as  they  now  are. 
We  would  let  our  youth  know  that  Christianity  is  an  enjoyable 
way  of  life  and  a  way  of  love.  They  would  know  how  important 
they  are  to  the  whole  scope  of  things— and  they  would  learn  to 
be  a  working  part  of  the  body  of  Christ,  developing  talents  for 
His  glory.  If  we  just  understood. 

Just  think  what  our  churches  would  be  like  if  we  taught 
adults  how  to  be  disciples.  They  would  be  Bible  scholars;  they 
would  know  how  to  win  souls  and  carry  on  a  big  part  of  the 
work  of  the  church.  Leadership  would  not  be  the  problem  it  is 
today— and  each  individual  would  find  his  own  field  of 
ministry— and  carry  out  that  ministry  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Kingdom.  If  only  we  discipled  others. 

Just  think  how  different  things  would  be  if  we  took  better 
care  of  our  aged  members.  Most  of  these  saints  have  given 
many  years  of  labor  to  the  church.  Why  do  we  forget  them 
when  they  get  older,  when  they  need  us  the  most?  Is  it  because 
we  are  afraid  of  aging  ourselves?  Shouldn't  we  have  special 
ministries  to  these  folks? 

Can  you  imagine  what  our  churches  would  be  like  if  we 
were  truly  evangelistic?  Think  about  it.  Can  we  sit  idly  by 
when  our  churches  do  not  have  a  single  new  convert  won  to  the 
Lord  during  the  course  of  a  year?  It  would  be  easy  to  blame 
the  preacher— but  look  at  the  whole  situation.  Just  where  does 
the  blame  rest? 

But  let's  not  stop  there.  How  many  souls  have  each  of  us 
won  to  the  Lord  during  the  past  year?  If  each  of  us  won  just 
one  soul  a  month,  that  would  make  a  tremendous  difference, 
especially  if  each  new  convert  continued  the  process. 

Can  you  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to  have  united 
churches,  where  everyone  is  busily  at  work?  Can  you  imagine 
what  would  happen  if  each  of  us  spent  as  much  time  in  prayer 
for  our  neighbor  as  we  do  talking  about  him?  Just  think  what 
would  happen  if  we  tried  daily  to  be  more  Christ-like. 

You  know,  if  we  were  the  people  God  called  us  to  be,  I'm 
confident  we  could  more  than  double  in  the  next  ten  years.  Of 
course,  if  we  would  be  honest,  we  would  probably  do  so  before 
the  next  two  years  are  over. 
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Recovery  and  Expansion 
Needed 

by  Scott  Sowers 


Evidence  for  the  last  several  years  has  sug- 
gested that  the  future  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
3aptist  movement  is  in  jeopardy.  Compilation  of 
he  annual  church  letters  revealed  a  gradual 
fiecline  in  the  already  small  number  of  Original 
?"ree  Will  Baptists  in  almost  every  area  of  our 
ministries. 

Initial  study  of  the  197  letters  received  thus 
far  this  year  indicates  a  slight  gain  in  member- 
ship. Utilizing  information  supplied  by  church 
clerks,  it  was  found  that  these  churches  have 
realized  a  net  gain  of  448  new  members.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  this  only 
represents  a  1.6%  increse  over  reported 
membership  before  additions  and  losses.  It  is 
better  than  the  previous  years,  but  certainly  not 
indicative  of  a  growing  denomination. 

Little  progress  is  being  made  in  the  area  of 
new  converts.  Of  the  197  churches,  only  128 
report  one  or  more  baptisms.  The  figures  in- 
dicate an  average  of  2.85  baptisms  per  year,  per 
church.  It  would  seem  logical  that  a  large  part  of 
these  new  converts  are  the  children  of  present 
members  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches. 

While  the  information  is  not  presently 
available,  it  is  suspected  that  the  age  of 
members  is  increasing— while  the  influx  of 
young  adults  is  low.  A  lack  of  younger  members 
certainly  suggests  that  the  years  immediately 
ahead  are  critical  for  our  movement. 

Perhaps  part  of  our  decline  is  due  to  natural 
demographic  changes.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  other  churches  in  our  area  are  in- 
creasing at  a  steady  rate.  We  should  also  realize 
that  eastern  North  Carolina  has  experienced 
some  tremendous  growth  in  the  last  few  years.  It 
has  been  projected  that  this  will  continue  to  be  a 
rapidly  growing  area  in  the  future. 

Regardless  of  the  possibility  of  good  reasons 
for  our  decline,  we  must  not  be  willing  only  to  ex- 
plain why  we  are  dying.  I  am  not  offering  a 
doomsday  prophecy  for  our  denomination.  We 
must  realize  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  and 
rise  up  to  meet  it.  We  can  recover  and  expand! 
And  we  should.  Historically  we  have  taken  an 
important  role  in  bringing  the  ministry  of  recon- 
ciliation to  men.  Through  our  preaching  of  the 
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gospel,  men,  as  free  agents,  have  been  given  the 
good  news  that  they  can  accept  Christ  as  their 
Saviour.  We  are  a  part  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

There  are  three  important  steps  that  we 
must  take  in  order  to  change  the  course  of  our 
future. 

Identification 

If  we  as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  to 
recover  from  our  decline,  we  must  do  so  by  get- 
ting in  touch  with  who  we  are,  where  we  have 
been,  and  where  we  are  going.  This  is  perhaps 
the  most  important  step  because  all  others  are 
contingent  upon  that  identity. 

Without  purpose,  goals,  and  objectives, 
progress  is  not  likely,  and  an  immeasurable  ac- 
cident at  best.  When  you  are  not  sure  what  you 
are  trying  to  do,  or  if  you  have  set  no  concrete  ob- 
jective or  goal,  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  you 
are  making  any  progress  or  not.  Certainly  it 
would  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  set  up  a 
realistic  plan  of  action  without  knowing  who  we 
are. 

It  is  a  sad  truth  that  a  large  part  of  the  people 
of  our  congregations  do  not  know  who  we  are. 
For  the  most  part  they  are  only  vaguely  familiar 
with  the  work  that  is  done  under  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  name.  Few  have  a  grasp  of  what  we 
believe  and  our  distinctiveness  from  other  Chris- 
tian churches.  Hence,  when  they  move  from  one 
town  to  another,  they  do  not  seek  out  a  sister 
church.  For  many  of  our  people  just  any  other 
church  will  do.  We  have  failed  to  teach  our  peo- 
ple what  it  means  to  be  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist;  they  have  not  learned  to  love  their 
church  either. 

A  yet  sadder  truth  is  that  some  of  our 
ministers  are  in  the  same  predicament.  Too 
many  are  satisfied  to  identify  with  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  only  because  they  pastor  a  church 
that  holds  membership  in  one  of  our  conferences. 
I  am  afraid  that  some  group  could  easily  repeat 
the  action  of  the  Particular  Baptists,  if  the 
likeness  of  John  Gano  showed  up  to  offer  some  of 
our  people  an  alternative.  There  are  too  many 
disgruntled  ministers— however,  let's  not  forget 
that  people  tend  to  be  disgruntled  when  the  ship 
seems  to  sail  on  without  course  or  direction. 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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We  must  develop  an  identity.  This  develop- 
ment will  begin  with  who  we  are  historically.  We 
need  to  introduce  ourselves  to  the  heroes  of  our 
faith.  Ministers  and  laypeople  alike  should  be 
well  acquainted  with  Paul  Palmer,  Joseph 
Parker,  and  the  many  other  pioneers  of  the  faith. 
We  need  to  be  familiar  with  the  positive  force  of 
these  early  heroes.  This  will  call  for  further 
research,  for  we  know  so  little  about  our  heroes. 
This  information  must  then  be  permeated 
throughout  the  people  of  our  denomination.  It 
should  be  included  in  the  Christian  education 
program  at  every  level  of  our  work.  These 
heroes  need  to  be  introduced  to  our  people 
through  the  development  of  some  innovative  and 
useful  audio  visuals. 

As  we  become  aware  of  our  historical  identi- 
ty, we  will  become  more  aware  of  who  we  are  to- 
day. It  is  time  for  us  to  realize  that  we  are  a 
positive  and  viable  force  in  the  world  today. 
There  is  no  need  for  us  to  apologize  for  who  we 
are.  We  do  not  need  to  take  a  backseat  to  any 
other  Baptist  group.  We  have  something  to  offer 
people. 

We  need  to  help  our  people  see  the  distinction 
between  ourselves  and  other  groups.  We  must 
come  to  realize  that  there  is  more  to  set  us  apart 
than  the  act  of  washing  feet.  In  no  way  am  I  try- 
ing to  minimize  the  importance  of  the  ordinance, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  only  one 
distinction  and  one  that  alone  will  do  little  to 
enhance  the  idea  that  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
have  something  to  offer  that  others  are  not  offer- 
ing. One  of  the  important  factors  that  sets  us 
apart  from  many  of  the  groups  today  is  our  Ar- 
minian  roots.  This  should  be  a  cornerstone  of 
recognition  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

It  is  not  enough  to  know  who  we  are,  we  must 
transmit  this  to  the  people  of  our  churches. 
There  is  no  end  to  the  ways  that  this  can  be  ac- 
complished. Perhaps  an  identifying  symbol  or 
logo  could  be  developed  that  would  help  convey 
the  idea  to  our  people  and  the  world  in  which  we 
live  and  work.  Conveying  the  idea  of  who  we  are 
in  the  world  community  will  be  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  from  our 
churches.  We  really  do  need  a  positive  image! 
(We  must  not  forget  that  the  press  can  help  us  to 
promote  the  positive  image  if  we  are  careful  to 
utilize  it  to  our  benefit.  Perhaps  we  need  a  news 
bureau  to  keep  touch  with  the  media  and  to 
ascertain  that  we  take  full  advantage  of  the 
press.) 

That  leaves  the  identification  of  where  we 
are  going.  This  must  be  identified  in  broad  and 
general  terms,  concrete  and  defined  objectives, 
and  measurable  goals.  Too  often  we  stop  with 
those  generalities  that  do  not  provide  realistic 
and  obtainable  goals.  It  is  imperative  that  the 
Executive  Committee  lead  the  way  in  the 
development   of   a   plan   of   action   for  our 


denominational  growth.  With  a  specific  plan  la.i^  I 
out,  all  institutions,  enterprises,  boards,  commiil 
tees,  commissions,  and  auxiliaries  of  our  Com 
vention  can  work  together  to  accomplish  thl 
goals  of  the  denomination.  This  will  bring  a  unit; 
to  our  work  that  is  now  desperately  needed.  In] 
stead  of  everybody  doing  his  own  thing,  togethei 
we  can  lead  our  church  into  recovery  and  expaiij 
sion.  I  am  not  suggesting  that  we  tell  the  variouj 
agents  of  our  denomination  what  to  do,  but  tha 
we  set  the  priority  of  where  we  want  them  to  hel] 
us  get. 

Revitalization 

The  second  step  that  must  be  taken  is  t<! 
bring  a  new  vitality  to  the  present  people 
churches,  institutions,  enterprises,  and  aux 
iliaries  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  move; 
ment.  Many  times  we  are  not  getting  the  joli 
done  because  we  are  not  sure  what  the  job  is! 
When  we  identify  our  purpose,  objectives,  anc! 
goals  we  should  be  able  to  identify  our  respon, 
sibility.  We  must  then  equip  ourselves  to  fill  th< 
role  which  we  are  to  fulfill  in  seeing  the  job  com 
pleted. 

If  we  are  to  experience  a  new  vitality,  w«, 
will  have  to  develop  the  kind  of  leadership  tha 
can  forge  us  ahead.  People  will  have  to  b<! 
trained  to  do  their  work  with  confidence1 
Pastors,  laymen,  and  denominational  leaders  al 
need  to  be  equipped  to  do  their  part.  It  is  onlj 
when  we  prepare  ourselves  to  meet  the  challenge 
of  tomorrow  that  we  can  hope  to  really  revitalize 
the  church  we  love. 

In  addition  to  the  theological  training  o 
ministers  we  need  to  place  an  emphasis  on  tlW 
practical  business  of  pastoring  a  church.  We' 
need  to  help  our  ministers  develop  a  broad 
educational  base  from  which  to  launch  theiij 
ministry,  but  we  also  need  to  give  them  specific 
help  in  developing  the  skills  that  will  aid  them  ir 
carrying  out  the  program  of  the  church.  Everj 
pastor  needs  to  be  trained  to  evangelize  and  tc 
train  his  people  to  evangelize.  Each  needs  to  be 
thoroughly  familiar  with  our  identity  and  able  tc 
help  his  people  become  familiar  with  who  they 
are. 

i 

The  laity  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
must  be  activated.  For  too  long  the  minister  has 
failed  to  utilize  the  large  army  of  people  in  the 
church.  The  laity  are  a  part  of  the  church,  and  a 
major  factor  in  turning  back  the  continual 
decline  of  our  movement. 

The  laymen  need  to  be  trained  to  do  the  job 
that  they  are  called  upon  to  do.  Deacons,  of- 
ficers, teachers,  and  others  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  equip  themselves  to  do  the  very 
best  job  possible.  The  entire  membership  should 
be  trained  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  the  local 
church.  It  is  not  enough  to  convince  them  that 
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ley  should  evangelize;  we  must  teach  them 
ow. 

It  is  important  that  we  choose  the  best  possi- 
le  people  to  lead  our  denomination.  It  is  time 
lat  politics  di>  appear  from  our  process  of  filling 
ffices  and  positions  within  our  denomination.  It 
3  not  important  who  we  know  and  like;  the 
eal  issue  is  who  can  do  the  best  job.  We  must 
eek  out  the  best  qualified  people  to  serve  on  our 


boards  and  committees.  We  must  also  strive  to 
keep  a  broad  and  diversified  base  of  leaders,  and 
not  just  utilize  a  few.  We  must  also  keep  in  mind 
that  the  people  we  choose  to  lead  us  must  be  com- 
mitted to  the  total  plan  of  denominational 
growth. 

In  order  to  see  more  people  prepared  to  help 
our  denomination,  we  will  have  to  take  seriously 

(Article  Continued  on  Page  20) 


SUMMARY  OF  1984  REPORTS  (as  of  September  17,  1984) 


Member- 

Attend- 

Net 

Church 

Conference  ship 

ance 

Baptisms 

Letter  + 

Deaths  - 

Letter  - 

Other  Change 

lorinth 

A 

21 

15 

1 

-1 

"ree  Union 

A 

292 

ng 

turn  Neck 

A 

29 

23 

[ickory  Chapel 

A 

279 

125 

A 

4 

0 

o 
3 

5 

1 

lalachi's  Chapel 

A 

149 

ng 

12 

1 

1 

12 

|lount  Tabor 

A 

148 

80 

2 

1 

1 

ilount  Zion 

A 

88 

40 

1 

1 

Plymouth,  First 

A 

43 

50 

o 
z 

-  2 

[hiloh 

A 

257 

100 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sidney 

A 

159 

100 

1 

2 

2 

2 

-  1 

iound  Side 

A 

114 

95 

3 

9 

1 

1 1 

St.  Paul 

A 

130 

85 

Trinity 

A 

42 

30 

1 

1 

2 

1 

-  1 

Jnion  Chapel 

A 

164 

82 



2 



2 

Totals 

1,915 

825 

26 

26 

9 

18 

25 

Upen  Grove 

C 

205 

150 

5 

13 

4 

14 

Lyden 

C 

156 

50 

3 

1 

6 

-4 

Bethany 

C 

137 

75 

4 

1 

5 

Community 

C 

112 

60 

5 

1 

4 

pilda's  Grove 

C 

101 

70 

2 

1 

1 

free  Union 

C 

307 

225 

1 

4 

8 

6 

-9 

friendship 

c 

289 

150 

2 

2 

5 

2 

-3 

Greenville,  First 

c 

223 

140 

2 

3 

-  1 

Srimsley 

c 

92 

50 

1 

3 

1 

-3 

3um  Swamp 

c 

209 

131 

5 

4 

3 

6 

iickory  Grove 

c 

91 

50 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3owell  Swamp 

c 

144 

ng 

2 

2 

3 

-3 

lugo 

c 

87 

60 

1 

6 

2 

-7 

-lull  Road 

c 

370 

140 

1 

6 

4 

3 

-Cing's  Cross  Roads 

c 

200 

115 

2 

2 

j&  Grange 

c 

201 

101 

9 

9 

2 

5 

11 

kittle  Creek 

1  oo 
1Z6 

50 

4 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Marlboro 

c 

239 

145 

6 

11 

3 

1 

13 

otter's  Creek 

c 

63 

55 

3 

4 

7 

Pwens  Chapel 

c 

200 

10U 

i 
1 

1 

0 

Q 

—  o 

■'eace 

c 

69 

ng 

a 
D 

1 
i 

A 
4 

1 

1 

-"iney  Grove  (Beaufort) 

c 

40 

4U 

1 

1 

1 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

c 

109 

A  7 
4  / 

i 
i 

1 
1 

Rose  Hill 

c 

187 

ng 

1 

o 
3 

o 
8 

Q 

O 

—  I 

Rose  of  Sharon 

c 

173 

90 

1 

2 

o 

8 

1 

-  b 

Saint's  Delight 

c 

35 

oo 
ZO 

Saratoga 

c 

179 

yu 

A 

4 

9 
Z 

1 
1 

i 
i 

c 

255 

140 

I 

1 

2 

-  l 

rarboro,  First 

c 

387 

175 

10 

1 

7 

2 

2 

Walnut  Creek 

c 

94 

38 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Williamston,  First 

c 

106 

75 

4 

2 

2 

Winterville 

c 

249 

150 

4 

9 

3 

1 

9 

Totals 

5,432 

2,840 

73 

104 

80 

56 

41 

Bethel 

CF 

150 

75 

3 

6 

2 

2 

5 

Casey's  Chapel 

CF 

153 

80 

9 

6 

1 

6 

8 

CJatalpa 

CF 

100 

75 

12 

1 

13 

Daly's  Chapel 

CF 

33 

28 

Faith 

CF 

111 

48 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Soldsboro,  First 

CF 

257 

125 

3 

5 

2 

5 

1 

Haymount 

CF 

60 

62 

8 

1 

7 

Hopewell 

CF 

285 

151 

3 

-  3 

*ng— not  given 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Member- 

Attend- 

Church 

Conference 

ship 

ance 

Baptisi 

Johnston  Union 

CF 

283 

ng 

6 

Lanwood  Chapel 

/~*tp 

24 

25 

6 

Lee's  Chapel 

CF 

282 

ng 

15 

Mount  Olive 

CF 

11 

ng 

Oak  Grove 

CF 

145 

75 

2 

Palmer  Memorial 

CF 

188 

95 

4 

Pleasant  Grove 

CF 

214 

175 

5 

Powhatan 

CF 

229 

76 

11 

Riverside 

CF 

112 

90 

16 

Robert's  Grove 

CF 

213 

110 

3 

Saint  Mary's  Grove 

CF 

215 

ng 

Saint  Paul 

CF 

113 

45 

Shady  Grove 

CF 

321 

125 

6 

bmiintieiu,  r  irsi 

CF 

10U 

IV 

o 
Z 

Smyrna 

CF 

140 

80 

1 

Tee's  Chapel 

CF 

222 

150 

1 

west  Clinton 

CF 

OS 

35 

4 

Wooten's  Chapel 

CF 

124 

30 

Yelverton  Grove 

CF 

140 

65 

2 

Totals 

4,334 

1,890 

121 

Angola 

E 

60 

30 

1 

Antioch 

TP 

1  fin 

loU 

i 

Arapahoe 

TP 
Hi 

231 

160 

6 

Beaufort 

E 

71 

ng 

2 

Bethel 

E 

66 

40 

1 

Bethlehem 

TP 

H 

1  CIA 

104 

i  on 

1ZU 

K 

0 

Bridgeton 

TP 
Hi 

100 

ng 

Christian  Chapel 

E 

327 

115 

5 

Core  Creek 

E 

121 

72 

Croatan 

TP 
Hi 

1  1  9 
1 1Z 

7K 
1 O 

K 
O 

Daly's  Chapel 

TP 

H 

OKI 
Z01 

ng 

Deep  Run 

E 

217 

85 

1 

Dublin  Grove 

Hi 

167 

42 

2 

Edwards  Chapel 

E 

120 

60 

2 

h  aitn  (Iceland) 

E 

70 

30 

Folkstone 

TP 
H 

ng 

4 

Grants  Chapel 

TP 

oU 

ng 

-i 
± 

Hillsberry 

TP 
H 

KG 

oy 

OA 

oU 

Holly  Springs 

TP 
Hi 

OQQ 

ooa 

onn 
zUU 

K 

0 

Indian  Springs 

TP 
Eli 

fin 

OK 

ZD 

Juniper  Chapel 

E 

163 

100 

5 

Kinston,  First 

TP 
ill 

Z6\) 

CA 

OU 

1 

Lanier's  Chapel 

E 

113 

60 

11 

Macedonia 

TP 
Hi 

zol 

1  OK 

I/O 

q 
o 

May's  Chapel 

E 

101 

60 

2 

Memorial 

TP 
Hi 

1U0 

CK 
DO 

1 

Moseley's  Creek 

E 

110 

40 

1 

Mount  Zion  (Onslow) 

E 

94 

59 

3 

Mount  Zion  (Pamlico) 

E 

75 

ng 

7 

New  Bethlehem 

E 

160 

75 

New  Haven 

E 

74 

ng 

1 

Northeast 

E 

130 

90 

Oak  Grove 

E 

60 

50 

2 

Oriental 

TP 

i  0 

OU 

i 
l 

Otway 

TP 

H 

oa 

DO 

<y 

Pearsall  Chapel 

TP 
H 

y  l 

Kn 
OU 

q 

Pilgrims  Rest 

TP 

H 

11 

on 
ZU 

Piney  Grove 

E 

76 

80 

Rock  of  Zion 

TP 
Hi 

zoU 

fin 

OU 

Rooty  Branch 

E 

100 

65 

Russell's  Creek 

TP 

H 

OK 
ZO 

1 

Saints  Delight 

TP 

H 

Zol 

ng 

-i  -i 
11 

Sandy  Plain 

E 

378 

172 

1 

Smith's  New  Home 

TP 

H 

109 

I7K 
<  0 

1 

Sneads  Ferry 

E 

77 

21 

Sound  View 

TP 
Hi 

loO 

7n 
<U 

K 

0 

Spring  Hope 

Hi 

yd 

QQ 

yo 

1 

St.  Mary's 

TP 

H 

375 

i  Kn 
10U 

O 

Trent 

TP 
Hi 

A  *7 
4  I 

ng 

fi 
D 

Verona 

E 

70 

ng 

12 

Letter  + 

Deaths 

letter  —  other 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

■  4 

3 

1 

2 

9 

4 

4 

5 

5 

3 

2 

14 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

3 

7 

6 

3 

1 

1 

7 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

84 

39~ 

53 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

g 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

2 

5 

3 

15 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

2  7 

o 
z 

i 

x 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

4 

o 
z 

A 

2 

3 

2 

1 
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Member- 

Attend- 

Net 

n  Church 

Conference 

ship 

ance 

Baptisms 

Letter  +  . 

Deaths 

  Letter  -  Other 

Change 

Wardens  Grove 

E 

78 

65 

1 

3 

1 

-3 

Warsaw,  First 

E 

39 

35 

3 

2 

1 

4 

Westside 

E 

130 

ng 

2 

10 

2 

3 

7 

|#haley's  Chapel 

E 

199 

85 

4 

4 

ignite  Hill 

E 

142 

40 

3 

1  2 

-  6 

White  Oak 

E 

28 

15 

1 

-  1 

White  Oak  Grove 

E 

113 

ng 

2 

2 

Wilmington,  First 

E 

28 

18 

4 

4 

8 

Wintergreen 

E 

312 

130 

2 

3 

2 

-  3 

Woodrow  First 

E 

49 

30 

2 

2 

4 

Totals 

8,366 

3,466 

140 

100 

85 

94  12 

49 

Christ 

P 

51 

30 

;i;ast  Rockingham 

P 

205 

190 

13 

36 

4 

5 

40 

i-Ieritage 

P 

30 

22 

1 

-  1 

hickory  Grove  Mission 

P 

60 

62 

14 

10 

24 

highland  Pines 

P 

73 

ng 

4 

7 

11 

rioly  Cross 

P 

11 

20 

3 

-3 

VLuUIlL  V_/11VC 

p 

25 

30 

Totals 

l55~ 

~354~ 

~3T 

~54~ 

~8~ 

~5 

~72~ 

Cypress  Creek 

PD 

117 

122 

14 

14 

Smerson 

PD 

105 

132 

9 

1  3 

5 

'Mission  Valley 

PD 

80 

65 

5 

2 

3 

Mount  Beulah 

PD 

34 

50 

9 

3 

1 

5 

6 

Mount  Calvary 

PD 

102 

63 

2 

2 

Mount  Olive 

PD 

80 

40 

Oak  Grove 

PD 

201 

142 

9 

6 

15 

Pine  Level 

PD 

35 

30 

2 

1 

1 

Pleasant  Meadow 

PD 

22 

20 

4 

1 

7 

-  4 

Totals 

776 

664 

52 

11 

5 

2  15 

41 

Barnes  Hill 

W 

147 

70 

18 

6 

2 

1 

3 

18 

Branch  Chapel 

w 

346 

250 

2 

2 

-4 

Calvary 

w 

91 

ng 

2 

4 

1 

6 

* 

-1 

Durham,  First 

w 

279 

ng 

7 

19 

1 

1 

24 

Elwood  Lane 

w 

149 

ng 

7 

2 

5 

Everett  Chapel 

W 

ioO 

1D\J 

O 

o 

D 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 
0 

Fellowship 

w 

29 

28 

Free  Union 

w 

107 

60 

2 

3 

1 

-2 

Fremont 

w 

210 

150 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Friendship 

w 

124 

72 

1 

1 

Holly  Springs 

w 

165 

175 

2 

2 

5 

4 

-5 

Kenly 

w 

162 

100 

10 

3 

2 

5 

Little  Rock 

w 

390 

150 

5 

1 

5 

1 

Living  Waters 

w 

202 

100 

5 

2 

3 

Marsh  Swamp 

w 

323 

150 

19 

5 

4 

20 

Micro 

w 

187 

150 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Milbournie 

w 

195 

100 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Mount  Zion  ( Nash  County ) 

w 

177 

110 

5 

2 

1 

2 

6 

-2 

New  Sandy  Hill 

w 

139 

80 

4 

3 

1 

People's  Chapel 

w 

95 

50 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Piney  Grove 

w 

240 

ng 

2 

1 

3 

3 

-3 

Pleasant  Grove 

w 

258 

ng 

9 

4 

1 

4 

8 

Pleasant  Hill 

w 

139 

75 

1 

2 

1 

5 

-3 

Pleasant  Plain 

w 

79 

60 

1 

6 

-5 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

w 

205 

95 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Rosebud 

w 

86 

92 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Selma 

w 

107 

60 

2 

2 

4 

-4 

Sherron  Acres 

w 

341 

150 

2 

6 

2 

1 

5 

Spring  Hill 

w 

89 

81 

1 

11 

3 

4 

5 

St.  Mary's 

w 

177 

125 

3 

6 

5 

4 

Stancil's  Chapel 

w 

146 

84 

3 

2 

1 

Stony  Hill 

w 

110 

100 

1 

1 

1 

2 

-  1 

Trinity 

w 

256 

165 

3 

8 

1 

10 

Union  Chapel 

w 

77 

50 

Union  Grove 

w 

161 

ng 

1 

1 

Unity  (Wilson) 

w 

163 

130 

7 

11 

1 

17 

Watson's  Grove 

w 

30 

27 

Wilson,  First 

w 

755 

300 

2 

14 

2 

12 

2 

Totals 

7,124 

3,539 

119 

144 

71 

73 

12 

107 

Grand  Totals 

28,402 

13,578 

562 

523 

297 

301 

39 

448 
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THE  IMPOSSIBLE 
DREAM 

(Mark  10:27) 

(Following  is  the  sermon  which  would  have  been 
preached  September  11,  198k,  at  the  198k  Night  of  Evangelism 
by  Dr.  James  McCluskey,  pastor  of  Wallace  Memorial  Bap- 
tist Church,  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  The  service  was  can- 
celled because  of  the  threat  posed  by  Hurricane  Diana.) 

"The  Impossible  Dream"  is  more  than  a 
stirring  song  in  a  well-known  musical  play,  "The 
Man  of  LaMancha."  The  impossible  dream  is  a 
description  of  the  kind  of  vision  and  courage  God 
calls  on  us  to  have  in  doing  His  will  and  work. 

When  God  called  Abraham  at  the  age  of  75  to 
leave  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to  depart  from  his 
country,  to  leave  his  relatives  and  go  to  a  land 
God  would  show  him,  Abraham  must  have  at 
first  responded,  "Impossible!" 

When  God  called  Moses  at  the  burning  bush 
to  return  to  Egypt  and  to  bring  His  people  out  of 
bondage,  Moses  must  at  first  have  responded, 
"Impossible! " 

When  God  called  Gideon  to  deliver  the 
Israelites  from  the  oppression  of  Midian  and 
reduced  his  already  small  and  weak  army  to  on- 
ly 300  men,  Gideon  must  at  first  have  responded, 
"Impossible! " 

When  Nehemiah  returned  to  Jerusalem  and 
inspected  the  walls  of  the  desolate  city, 
Nehemiah  must  first  have  responded,  "Impossi- 
ble!" 

When  the  disciples  heard  the  command  of 
Jesus  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature,  they  must  first  have 
responded,  "Impossible!" 

When  Saul  of  Tarsus  heard  the  instructions 
of  God  through  the  servant  Ananias  that  he 
(Saul)  was  a  chosen  instrument  to  bear  His 
name  before  the  Gentiles,  Saul's  first  response 
must  have  been  "Impossible!" 

Our  text  comes  from  the  words  of  Jesus  in 
Mark  10.  The  rich  young  ruler  has  left  in  sorrow, 
unwilling  to  fulfill  the  requirements  Jesus  had 
set  forth  for  discipleship.  The  rich  young  ruler's 
response  first  must  have  been  "Impossible!" 
Unfortunately,  "Impossible"  was  also  his  last 
word  to  Jesus.  What  a  tragedy.  I  often  think  of 
the  rich  young  ruler  as  the  man  who  might  have 
been.  We  don't  even  know  his  name.  What  if  he 
had  followed  Jesus?  With  his  potential  he  could 
have  been  a  great  leader  in  the  Early  Church. 
We  would  know  and  reverence  his  name.  Even 
today  churches  would  be  named  in  his  honor. 
Children  would  be  named  after  him.  The  rich 


young  ruler  is  an  example  of  a  missed  opportuni 
ty.  Here  is  the  tragedy  of  the  response,  "Impossi 
ble!" 

The  response  of  the  disciples  on  this  occasioi1 
in  expression  of  their  disappointment  at  the  los; 
of  such  a  promising  disciple  was,  "Who  then  cai' 
be  saved?"  Jesus  responded,  "With  man  it  is  im 
possible,  but  not  with  God:  for  with  God  al' 
things  are  possible"  (Mark  10:27). 

I  challenge  you  today  to  dream  what  God  car 
do  in  and  through  you  as  He  reveals  His  will  foi 
your  life.  I  challenge  you  to  redream  what  Goc! 
wants  your  church  to  be.  I  challenge  you  in  this 
Convention  to  redream  what  God  wants  Fret 
Will  Baptists  to  be  and  to  do. 

The  church  I  pastor  recently  completed  a 
Long  Range  Planning  study.  When  we  started 
this  study  we  secured  a  Church  Administration 
consultant  to  train  our  committee  of  twenty-five 
people.  In  reviewing  our  30-year  history,  he  said, 
"You  are  where  you  are  today  because  some 
people  had  a  dream  of  building  a  great  New 
Testament  church  in  this  community.  Your 
challenge  today  is  to  redream  the  dream." 

Some  of  you  are  discouraged,  tired,  burned 
out.  Some  of  you  are  satisfied,  complacent.  Some 
of  you  are  afraid,  apprehensive. 

I  challenge  you  to  dream,  to  redream,  what 
God  wants  you  to  be  and  do.  Dream  dreams  that 
are  humanly  impossible. 

"With  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  with  God:i 
for  with  God  all  things  are  possible." 

1.  Dream  impossible  dreams  that  are 
BASIC  ENOUGH  TO  PLEASE  GOD. 

Sometimes  we  are  tempted  to  dream  dreams; 
of  achieving  unusual  goals.  I  am  convinced  thatj 
the  unusual  has  a  place  in  our  dreams.  "The, 
Seven  Last  Words  of  the  Church"  have  been 
defined  as,  "We  never  did  it  that  way  before." 

However,  I  am  convinced  that  our  greatest, 
dreams  need  to  be  those  that  are  basic  in  God'si 
commands  to  us.  Our  need  is  not  so  much  to  do 
the  unusual  but  to  do  basic  things  unusually  well.! 
When  one  church  completed  a  Long  Range  Plan-, 
ning  study,  they  concluded  that  they  were 
already  trying  to  do  too  many  things  and  were 
not  doing  many  of  them  well.  They  decided  to 
focus  on  some  basics  in  evangelism,  worship, 
and  discipling  and  concentrate  on  doing  these 
usual  things  unusually  well. 

As  preachers  it  is  tempting  to  be  a  "Jack  of 
all  trades"  and  end  up  a  master  of  none.  We  need 
to  make  an  evaluation  of  our  needs,  our  goals, 
our  plans,  our  time,  our  resources. 

For  example,  Pastor,  suppose  you  spent  as 
much  time  visiting  the  spiritually  sick  as  you 
spend  visiting  the  physically  sick.  What  do  you 
think  would  happen? 

Sometimes  the  church  reminds  me  of  a  great 
hospital,  with  beautiful  buildings,  excellently 
trained  staff  and  the  finest  up-to-date  equipment. 
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j)utside  the  hospital  a  great  catastrophe  has  oc- 
:urred.  People  are  dying  for  lack  of  care.  But  the 
>eople  inside  the  hospital  do  not  come  outside  to 
lelp  them.  They  are  busy  attending  a  lecture  on 
'the  cause  and  care  of  ingrown  toenails." 

"Back  to  the  basics"  may  be  God's  will  for 
/ou  and  your  church.  It  is  easy  for  the  church  to 
>e  sidetracked  in  doing  good  things  while  ne- 
glecting the  basic  and  essential  things  Jesus 
Commanded  us  to  do. 

Many  of  you  will  remember  the  story  often 
old  by  Roy  Angell  of  the  little  old  lady  in  a  tour 
jroup  being  shown  through  London's 
Westminster  Abbey.  After  listening  to  the  guide 
ell  of  all  the  history  surrounding  the  place,  the 
People  buried  there,  etc.,  she  asked  the  guide, 
j'Has  anybody  been  saved  here  lately?" 

Could  it  be  possible  at  my  church  or  at  your 
ihurch,  for  someone  to  learn  to  do  ceramics, 
took,  knit,  quilt,  lose  weight,  play  ball,  skate, 
ind  not  learn  how  to  receive  Jesus  Christ  as 
Javiour  and  Lord? 

I  believe  we  need,  as  we  dream,  to  keep  in 
wind  the  priorities  of  evangelism  and 
liscipleship.  Set  some  God  directed  goals  in 
tvangelism  and  discipling  for  yourself  and  your 
;hurch  that  are  humanly  impossible. 

Remember,  Jesus  said,  "With  men  it  is  im- 
possible, but  not  with  God:  for  with  God  all 
hings  are  possible." 

.  Dream  impossible  dreams  that  are  BELIEV- 
ING ENOUGH  TO  OBEY  GOD. 

Can  you  imagine  the  kind  of  faith  it  took  for 
he  disciples  to  take  the  five  loaves  and  two  fish 
ind  begin  dividing  them  among  the  multitude  of 
nore  than  five  thousand  people?  "Impossible!" 
But  there  was  a  dream  believing  enough  to  obey. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Bill  Blevins  for  opening 
ny  eyes  to  the  place  that  obedience  has  in  the 
New  Testament  meaning  of  faith.  In  his  book, 
Vhe  Care  and  Maintenance  of  the  Christian  Life, 
Dr.  Blevins  points  out  that  obedience  is  an  essen- 
lal  part  of  faith.  Indeed  according  to  John  3:36 
he  opposite  of  believing  is  disobedience. 

He  has  further  stated  that  a  good  definition 
)f  New  Testament  faith  is  found  in  the  title  of  a 
amiliar  gospel  song,  "Trust  and  Obey." 

Our  dreams  must  be  believing  enough  to 
)bey  God.  You  can't  say,  "Lord,  no."  That  is  a 
contradiction. 

A  usual  and  popular  application  of  this  con- 
cerns tithing.  We  say,  and  I  believe,  that  tithing 
s  obedient  to  God's  instructions  for  the  use  of  our 
naterial  blessings.  We  ask  people  to  trust  God 
^,nd  tithe  and  see  if  He  will  not  open  the  windows 
j)f  Heaven  and  pour  out  a  blessing  until  there  is 
!io  more  need.  (See  Malachi  3:10.)  We  believe 
|jOd  loves  a  cheerful  giver.  We  preach  that  it  is 
nore  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 


I  only  wish  we  believed  these  principles  as 
much  when  we  make  up  our  church  budgets.  I 
stand  here  to  testify  that  God  blesses  a  church 
that  is  liberal  in  its  missions  giving.  At  Wallace 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  we  have  experienced 
God's  faithfulness  in  providing  our  needs  as  we 
are  faithful  in  missions  giving.  The  same  prin- 
ciples of  giving  that  we  proclaim  for  individuals, 
apply  to  the  church  as  well. 

I  today  challenge  every  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  to  give  at  least  20  percent  of  their  offer- 
ings to  missions.  There  it  is.  That  word,  "Im- 
possible!" 

No,  it  is  not  impossible  if  we  are  believing 
enough  to  obey  God.  I  believe  every  church 
would  be  blessed  immeasurably  by  dreaming  a 
dream  of  mission  giving  that  is  believing  enough 
to  obey  God.  Giving  liberally  to  missions  will 
never  bankrupt  a  church.  Selfishness  in  keeping 
more  and  more  in  the  local  church  will  stifle  a 
church's  vitality. 

Will  you  dream  impossible  dreams  that  are 
believing  enough  to  obey  God?  Obedience  to  the 
Great  Commission  will  require  what  is  humanly 
impossible. 

"With  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  with  God: 
for  with  God  all  things  are  possible." 

3.  Dream  impossible  dreams  that  are  BIG 
ENOUGH  TO  HONOR  GOD. 

The  story  of  the  Gadarene  demoniac  is  one  of 
inspiration.  This  transformed  man  wanted  to  go 
with  Jesus  following  his  miraculous  cure.  In- 
stead Jesus  told  him  to  go  home  and  tell  his  peo- 
ple what  good  things  the  Lord  had  done  for  him. 
The  man  did  what  Jesus  asked  him  to  do,  and 
more.  The  Bible  says  that  he  began  to  proclaim 
in  all  the  ten  cities  in  Decapolis  what  great  things 
Jesus  had  done  for  him.  His  actions  honored  his 
Lord. 

Our  dreams  are  often  too  small.  The  com- 
mandment to  go  unto  all  the  world  is  clear.  To 
have  a  dream  smaller  than  our  commission  is  to 
fall  short.  To  fall  short  is  to  sin. 

What  do  you  dream  for  your  life?  What  do 
you  dream  for  your  church?  Are  your  dreams 
big  enough  to  honor  God? 

Every  year  I  receive  through  the  mail  a 
catalog  from  a  certain  church  supply  company. 
Enclosed  is  a  sample  of  a  folder  to  use  in  getting 
people  to  save  money  for  an  advent  offering.  The 
offering  is  called  a  self-denial  offering.  Slots  in 
the  folder  will  hold  coins.  Across  the  top  of  the 
folder  it  says,  "Dime  a  day  self-denial."  That's 
the  kind  of  self-denial  we  often  make.  A  dime  a 
day. 

The  greatest  sin  of  churches  is  the  sin  of 
dreams  that  are  not  big  enough  to  honor  God.  A 
dime-a-day  commitment  is  not  big  enough. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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In  1975  I  heard  a  Baptist  pastor  tell  about 
what  had  happened  in  his  church  in  Colorado 
when  they  had  a  dream  of  greatly  increasing 
their  foreign  missions  offerings.  He  told  of  how 
God  had  richly  blessed  as  the  church  had 
doubled,  tripled,  and  quadrupled  their  mission 
giving. 

I  know  from  personal  experience  that  God 
does  bless  our  churches  when  we  give  liberally 
and  joyfully  to  carry  the  good  news  into  all  the 
world.  I  also  know  that  it  is  easier  to  reach  big 
and  challenging  goals  than  small  ones.  No  one 
gets  excited  about  small  dreams.  God  is  honored 
when  we  dream  dreams  that  are  big.  Dream  im- 
possible dreams  that  are  big  enough  to  honor 
God. 

"With  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  with  God: 
for  with  God  all  things  are  possible." 

4.  Dream  impossible  dreams  that  are  BOLD 
ENOUGH  TO  REQUIRE  GOD. 

If  you  can  realize  your  dream  without  God, 
your  dream  is  not  very  bold.  Remember  when 
Peter  and  John  were  entering  the  Beautiful  Gate 
in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  and  passed  by  a  lame 
man.  Responding  to  the  lame  man's  request  for 
alms,  Peter  replied,  "Silver  and  gold  have  I 
none ;  but  such  as  I  have  give  I  thee :  In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  rise  up  and  walk!" 
(Acts  3:6). 

God  has  called  us  to  do  what  can  only  be  ac- 
complished in  His  power.  We  are  "laborers 
together  with  God."  Are  your  dreams  bold 
enough  to  require  God's  power  to  accomplish 
them? 

The  word  "bold"  is  a  much  used  word  today. 
We  are  talking  about  a  "Bold  Mission  Thrust." 
We  talk  about  bold  praying,  bold  giving,  bold 
reaching,  etc. 

Our  goal  to  reach  every  person  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  with  the  gospel  by  the  year  2000  is  in- 
deed a  bold  goal.  But  I  fear  our  plans  to  reach 
that  goal  are  not  very  bold.  And  we  are  not 
reaching  the  goals  we  have  set  in  our  "Bold  Mis- 
sion Thrust." 

Every  time  I  hear  the  word  "bold,"  I  think  of 
Peter  Marshall's  description  of  the  church.  He 
said  the  church  often  reminded  him  of  a  man, 
dressed  in  a  deep  sea  diver's  outfit,  walking  bold- 
ly into  the  bathroom  to  pull  the  plug  out  of  the 
tub. 

God  has  equipped  us  to  do  so  much  and  we 
attempt  so  little. 

During  World  War  II,  when  sugar  was  ra- 
tioned, a  man  ordered  a  cup  of  coffee  in  a 
restaurant.  The  waitress  gave  him  a  small  cube 
of  sugar.  Dropping  the  sugar  cube  into  the  cup, 
he  asked  for  more  sugar.  She  brought  him  one 
more  cube  of  sugar.  Dropping  it  into  the  cup  he 
requested  more  sugar.  Placing  this  cube  of  sugar 


in  the  cup,  he  asked  for  still  more  sugar.  Finalli 
the  waitress  stared  at  him  and  said,  "Stir  wha 
you've  got! " 

We  do  not  need  to  pray  for  more  resources  t( 
reach  the  world  by  the  year  2000.  We  need  to  stiij 
what  we've  got.  We  have  the  opportunity.  We 
have  the  resources.  We  are  without  excuse. 

There  is  challenge  in  the  words  of  the 
popular  song. 

"To  dream  the  impossible  dream,  to  fight  the  unbeatable  foe 
To  bear  with  unbearable  sorrow,  to  run  where  the  brave  dare 
not  go. 

To  right  the  unrightable  wrong,  to  love  pure  and  chaste  from, 
afar, 

To  try  when  your  arms  are  too  weary, 
To  reach  the  unreachable  star! 
This  is  my  quest,  to  follow  that  star! 
No  matter  how  helpless,  no  matter  how  far; 
To  fight  for  the  right  without  question  or  pause, 
To  be  willing  to  march  into  Hell  for  a  heavenly  cause! 
And  I  know,  if  I'll  only  be  true  to  this  glorious  quest, 
That  my  heart  will  lie  peaceful  and  calm,  when  I'm  laid  to 
my  rest. 

And  the  world  will  be  better  for  this; 
That  one  man  scorned  and  covered  with  scars, 
Still  strove  with  his  last  ounce  of  courage, 
To  reach  the  unreachable  stars!" 

"With  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  with  God: 
for  with  God  all  things  are  possible ! ' ' 


Wilmington  Mission  suffered  damage  from  the  winds  and] 
rain  of  Hurricane  Diana.  Roof  tiles  were  blown  away  and] 
several  storage  buildings  completely  destroyed.  Water'} 
damage  on  the  interior  of  the  church  itself  was  rather  exten-\ 
sive. 


The  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley  pastors  the  mission. 
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SPECIAL  NEWS  FROM  HAYMOUNT  CHURCH 

In  1977,  the  Eastwood  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  voted  unanimously  to  start  a  mission  in  some  loca- 
tion in  Fayetteville.  The  late  Rev.  Taylor  Hill  and  a  few  members 
moved  to  1209  Arsenal  Avenue  and  began  what  now  is  Haymount 
jChurch.  Eastwood,  along  with  their  blessings,  gave  this  new  mis- 
sion point  a  bus  and  some  furniture  for  this  new  endeavor.  The  Hay- 
mount  Church  and  the  Eastwood  Church  have  been  in  fellowship 
from  the  beginning. 

During  the  past  few  years,  the  Eastwood  Church  membership 
had  fallen  away  to  a  point  of  just  a  few  and  they,  along  with  the 
State  Home  Missions  Board,  voted  100%  to  close  down  the 
Eastwood  Church  and  make  the  facilities  available  to  Haymount 
Church.  The  Haymount  Church  voted  unanimously  to  move  into  the 
facilities  assuming  all  the  bills  and  debts  of  the  Eastwood  Church. 

The  Haymount  Church  was  operating  in  limited  space  for  about 
seventy-five  to  eighty  people  in  two  old  houses  on  Arsenal  Avenue 
with  a  five-year  plan  to  find  a  new  location  and  build  a  new  facility. 

The  Haymount  Mission  was  self-supporting  from  the  beginning 
and  was  organized  into  a  church  on  August  21,  1983. 

The  Haymount  Church  moved  into  the  old  Eastwood  building 
assuming  all  assets  and  liabilities  on  August  5,  1984,  with  106  for  the 
morning  worship  service. 

On  Sunday,  August  19,  the  members  of  Haymount  Church 
celebrated  their  first  anniversary  as  a  church  with  123  in  atten- 
dance. It  was  a  great  day  in  the  Lord.  The  message  was  brought  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dean  Kennedy.  Three  precious  souls  came  to 
know  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  and  eleven  united  with  the  church. 

After  the  morning  worship  service,  a  dinner  was  served  and  en- 
joyed by  all.  Special  music  was  provided  by  the  Masters  Quartet  of 
J  Living  Waters  Church.  They  sang  beautiful  praises  unto  the  Lord 
and  blessed  many  hearts. 

In  the  evening  service,  eight  newly  saved  Christians  were  bap- 
tized. 


Johnston  Union  Church  to 
Host  WA  Convention 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Johnston  Union 
Church,  Route  1,  Clayton,  on 
October  10.  The  theme  will  be 
"Now  Is  the  Time."  The  Scrip- 
ture will  be  taken  from  Ec- 
clesiastes  3:1.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
9:30— Registration 
10:00— Hymn,  "O  Worship  the  King" 

—Devotion,  Mrs.  Martha  Parsons 
10:20— Welcome,  Mrs.  Julia  Womack 

—  Response,  Mrs.  Joyce  Brown 
10:25— Greetings,  Mrs.  Grace  Barbour, 

District  President 

—  Business  Session 


—  Reports  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises, Mrs.  Joe  Ellen  Mc- 
Kenzie,  Coordinator 

11:15— Morning  Worship 

—  Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 

—  Offering 

—  Special  Music,  Mr.  Roger  Mat- 
thews 

—  Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 
Floyd  B.  Cherry 

—  Hymn,  "  'Are  Ye  Able,'  Said  the 
Master" 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Hymn,    "Praise   Him!  Praise 
Him!" 

—  Life  Membership  Award 
1:20— Business  Session 

—  Reports  of  Committees 
2 : 00— Adjournment 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Sue  Warrick 

Organist,  Mrs.  Jewel  Gower 

Song  Leader,  Mrs.  Francis  Phillips 


Watery  Branch  Church 
To  Host  Meeting 

The  Fourth  District  of  the 
Central  Conference  Union 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Watery 
Branch  Church,  near  Stan- 
tonsburg,  on  September  30.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
10:00— Sunday  School 

-Hymn,   "When  We  All  Get  to 
Heaven" 

—  Welcome,  Junior  Lancaster 

—  Response,  Owens  Chapel  Church 
11:15— President's  Response 

—  Greetings  From  the  Children's 
Home 

—  Mount  Olive  College  Report 

—  Missions  Report 

—  Special   Music,  Edgewood 
Church 

11:30— Sermon,  Guest  Speaker 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:30— Hymn,  "Tell  It  to  Jesus" 

—  Devotion,  Peace  Church 

—  Business  Session 

—  Program,  Local  Church 
2:15— Adjournment 

Spring  Branch  Church 
Plans  Homecoming  Day 

Spring  Branch  Church, 
Walstonburg,  will  have  its  an- 
nual homecoming  on  Sunday, 
October  7.  Morning  services 
will  begin  at  10  a.m.  Dinner  will 
be  served  at  noon.  All  former 
members,  friends,  and 
neighbors  of  the  church  are  ex- 
tended a  warm  invitation  by  the 
church  membership  and  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dale  Albert- 
son. 

Union  Chapel  Church 
Welcomes  Pastor 

Union  Chapel  Church, 
Highway  32  near  Plymouth, 
welcomed  its  new  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  R.  Owens,  and  his 
family  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
September  9,  at  3  p.m.,  on  the 
parsonage  grounds  with  a 
housewarming  and  homemade 
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ice  cream  and  cake.  James, 
Brenda,  J.  R.  and  Scott  of  the 
Owens  family  received  many 
lovely  and  useful  gifts. 

State  Convention  to  Meet 

The  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  will  be  held  on 
September  26  and  27,  1984,  at 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  Union 
Meeting  to  Be  Held 

The  Cape  Fear  Union 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Robert's 
Grove  Church,  near  Dunn,  on 
Saturday,  September  29.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Devotion,  Gary  Patterson 

—  Welcome,  Host  Church 

—  Response,  N.  C.  Cole 

10:20— Enrollment   of   Officers  and 
Ministers 

—  Recognition  of  Visitors 

—  Reading   of   Minutes   of  Last 
Union 

—  Appointment  of  Committees 

—  Roll  Call  of  Churches 

—  Report  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises 

—  Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Special  Music 

—  Offertory  and  Offertory  Prayer 

—  Message,  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 

—  Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 

—  Benediction  and  Adjournment 

—  Lunch  and  Christian  Fellowship 
Moderator,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Scarborough 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ruth  Warrick 

Coming  Events  at 
Winterville  Church 

The  Winterville  Church, 
Winterville,  will  be  celebrating 
several  events  in  October.  The 
annual  Harvest  Sale  will  be  at 
the  Winterville  Fire  Station  on 
Saturday,  October  6,  beginning 
at  9  a.m.  Ham  dinners  will  be 
the  specialty  at  5:30  p.m., 
followed  by  an  hour  of  enter- 
tainment featuring  the  Rev. 
Willis  Wilson,  pastor  of  Reedy 
Branch  Church.  At  7  p.m.  there 
will  be  an  auction  sale. 


Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served on  Sunday,  October  14, 
with  morning  services  at  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  on  the 
grounds.  A  memorial  service 
and  singspiration  will  be  held  at 
1:30  p.m. 

Revival  services  will  be  held 
October  15-19,  at  7:30  p.m.  with 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  Vernelson  as 
evangelist.  The  Rev.  Ed 
Taylor,  pastor,  and  the  con- 
gregation invite  you  to  all  these 
activities. 

Annual  Fall  Harvest 
Sale  to  Be  Held 

Casey's  Chapel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro, 
will  hold  its  Second  Annual 
Harvest  Sale,  on  Saturday, 
September  29,  at  the  Elroy 
Volunteer  Fire  Department, 
Highway  70  East,  beginning  at 
9  a.m. 

Area  businesses  have 
donated  many  items  which  will 
be  given  away  during  the  day 
as  door  prizes.  A  barbecue  din- 
ner will  be  held  from  4:30-7 
p.m.  Advance  tickets  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  735-7947 
after  6  p.m. 

The  evening  will  continue 
with  a  gospel  sing  by  "The 
Prescott  Family."  Following 
the  gospel  sing,  an  auction  will 
be  held. 

All  proceeds  from  the 
Harvest  Sale  will  go  towards 
the  building  fund.  The  pastor  of 
Casey's  Chapel  Church  is  the 
Rev.  Bryant  Hines  Jr. 


Kenly  Church  to 
Have  Homecoming 

Homecoming,  commemorat- 
ing the  93rd  anniversary  of 
Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  will  be 
held  on  Sunday,  October  7.  The 
Rev.  Wingate  Hansley,  a 
former  pastor,  will  bring  the 
morning  message.  A  brief 
memorial  service  will  precede 
the  noon  meal  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  the  church.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend  this  occasion. 
The  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


Union  Meeting  Scheduled  , 

The  Fifth  Union  of  the! 
Eastern  Conference  will  meet! 
on  Saturday,  September  2911 
Trent  Church,  located  in  Mer-j 
ritt  on  Highway  1324,  will  host 
the  meeting,  which  will  begin  atj 
9:30  a.m. 

First  Church,  Durham 
Observes  Homecoming 

First  Church,  Durham,  will 
have  its  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday,    September   30.  The 
day's  activities  will  begin  with 
Sunday  school  at  9:45  a.m.,1 
followed  by  morning  worship  at 
11  a.m.  The  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry, 
a  former  pastor,  will  bring  the  ; 
homecoming  message.  Lunch 
will  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds  after  the  worship  ser- 
vice. The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred  1 
Johnson,  and  the  church  con- 
gregation invite  the  public  to  ' 
attend. 

Homecoming  Announced  at 
Pleasant  Plain  Church 

Pleasant  Plain  Church  of 
Route  2,  Selma,  North; 
Carolina,  will  observe  its  ii 
homecoming  on  October  14, 
with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Bass  of  Fre- 
mont, former  pastor,  will 
deliver  the  morning  message. 
All  former  pastors  and 
members  are  invited  to  attend. 
Lunch  will  be  served  during  the 
noon  hour.  The  Rev.  Ernie 
Price  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Central  District  Youth  to  Meet 

The  Central  District  Youth  I 
Fellowship  will  meet  on  Oc-  I 
tober  6,  at  the  Children's  Home, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 

Homecoming  Planned  for 
Stony  Hill  Church 

Stony  Hill  Church,  Route  2, 
Middlesex,  will  celebrate  its 
annual  homecoming  on  October  | 
7.  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  will 
bring  the  morning  message. 
There  will  be  special  music 
during  the  morning  service. 
Lunch  will  be  served  at  noon. 
There  will  be  no  afternoon  ser- 
vice. Everyone  is  invited  to  at- 
tend this  occasion. 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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MISSIONARY  FRED  BAKER 
HAS  MAJOR 
SURGERY 


i'red  Baker 


For  the  past  few  years,  I  have 
been  losing  the  hearing  in  my 
right  ear.  Doctors  in  the  United 
States  had  examined  the  ear 
and  said  nothing  could  be  done. 
They  advised  that  I  would  have 
to  adjust  to  living  with  the 
deteriorating  problem. 

When  we  returned  to  the 
Philippines  in  June  of  1983,  my 
hearing  had  dropped  to  about  56 
percent  in  the  right  ear.  I  pur- 
chased a  hearing  aid  to  help 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  hear- 
ing. 

Then  in  April  of  1984  at  our 
youth  camp  in  San  Rafael,  I 
contracted  an  ear  infection  in 
the  right  ear  while  swimming. 
The  doctors  on  Palawan  did 
what  they  could  but  the  ear- 
drum burst.  I  had  to  fly  to 
Metro  Manila  to  see  an  ear 
specialist. 

The  specialist  gave  me  an  ex- 
amination and  an  extensive 
hearing  test.  He  concluded  that 
I  now  had  only  about  46  percent 
hearing  and  a  hole  in  the  ear- 
drum too  big  to  grow  over  at 
my  age.  Surgery  would  be 
necessary  to  patch  the  hole  in 
the  eardrum  to  keep  out  infec- 
tion. He  went  on  to  say  that  he 
could  do  nothing  to  improve  the 
deteriorating  condition  of  the 
eardrum  itself.  Hearing  would 
continue  to  lessen. 

Brother  Charles  Barnard  had 
mentioned  another  ear 
specialist,  so  I  asked  him  if  he 
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would  take  me  there.  They 
gave  me  another  extensive 
hearing  test  which  confirmed 
the  first  test.  They  suggested 
that  I  return  the  following  day 
to  see  an  ear  specialist  whose 
clinic  was  located  a  few  blocks 
down  the  same  street. 

It  was  5:30  p.m.  and  I  was 
tired  from  two  very  long  ex- 
aminations but  I  decided  to 
walk  down  the  street  to  locate 
the  other  clinic.  This  would  give 
me  a  few  moments  to  think 
things  over  and  talk  to  the  Lord 
about  what  was  going  on.  When 
I  reached  the  clinic,  the  doctor 
was  still  in  his  office.  I  decided 
to  go  inside  and  make  an  ap- 
pointment for  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  doctor  insisted  on  ex- 
amining me  at  that  time.  After 
another  examination  and  hear- 
ing test  Doctor  Albano  said  that 
surgery  was  necessary  to  patch 
the  hole  but  that  he  felt  that  he 
could  rebuild  the  collapsed  ear- 
drum so  that  it  would  work 
again.  After  taking  X  rays  the 
next  day  and  studying  them,  he 
confirmed  his  diagnosis.  He 
said  that  the  eardrum  had  also 
burst  a  few  years  earlier  and 
collapsed.  It  then  attached 
itself  to  the  bony  structure  and 
began  to  grow,  thus  limiting  the 
vibrations  of  the  drum.  As  the 
eardrum  grew  firmer  in  place 
it  vibrated  less  and  hearing 
decreased.  He  explained  that 
he  would  cut  the  eardrum  loose, 
rebuild  it  and  patch  the  hole. 

So  on  June  18,  1984,  Doctor 
Albano  and  another  doctor 
worked  for  three  hours  on  the 
eardrum.  The  surgery  went 
very  well.  In  three  days  I  was 
allowed  to  return  home  for  a 
three-weeks'  rest  to  regain  my 
balance.  The  eardrum  was  im- 
mobilized with  special  packing 
for  four  weeks  to  allow  it  to 
heal. 

I  was  so  excited  when  the  day 
came  to  remove  the  packing 


and  test  the  eardrum.  Praise 
the  Lord,  it  worked!  I  could 
hear  much  better  than  before 
the  operation.  The  doctor  ex- 
plained that  hearing  would  in- 
crease as  the  eardrum  com- 
pletely heals. 

I  am  so  thankful  that  God 
revealed  to  this  doctor  what  the 
problem  was  and  gave  him  the 
ability  to  correct  it.  I  praise  the 
Lord  that  I  no  longer  have  to 
wear  that  hearing  aid.  Through 
all  of  this  God  has  let  me  ex- 
perience something  really 
beautiful.  Many  times  as  a  mis- 
sionary and  minister  I  have  had 
the  joy  to  pray  for  the  sick.  But 
this  time  God  allowed  me  to  ex- 
perience the  joy  and  power  of 
the  prayers  of  my  Christian 
brethren  as  they  prayed  for  me. 
I  was  constantly  aware  that 
things  were  going  well  because 
God  is  faithful  in  answering  the 
prayers  of  His  children  on  my 
behalf. 

On  the  last  trip  to  the  doctor's 
office,  after  the  checkup,  Doc- 
tor Albano  smiled  and  said, 
"You  have  been  given  a  new 
ear."  My  reply  was  "Thank 
you,  Lord."  And  "thank  you"  to 
all  who  have  been  praying  for 
me.  It  is  really  great  to  be  feel- 
ing good  again. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Fred  P.  Baker 


September  Is  Home 
Missions  and  Church 
Extension  Month 


CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Free  Union  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Route  2, 
Walstonburg,  North  Carolina, 
is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Parsonage  provided.  Send  full 
resumes  to  Mrs.  Janette 
Fulghum,  secretary  to  Pulpit 
Committee,  Route  1,  Box  A  45, 
Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina 
28580. 
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CHRISTIANITY  IN  ACTION 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  have  a  history  of 
putting  their  Christianity  into  action.  Nowhere  is  this  more 
evidenced  than  in  Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  where,  nestled  in  a 
farmland  area  covering  hundreds  of  acres,  is  located  the  campus  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  a  refuge  for  children.  A 
place  where  a  child  who  has  been  removed  from  his  natural  home, 
for  reasons  absolutely  beyond  his  control,  can  be  ministered  to  by  a 
group  of  people  that  are  specifically  trained  to  help  that  child  learn 
to  deal  with  the  problems  that  have  caused  him  to  be  removed  from 
his  family  while  meeting  all  his  needs  as  a  child  in  the  process  of 
growing  into  adulthood. 

The  goal  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  is  to  minister 
to  children  in  their  time  of  need,  to  assist  them  and  their  families  in 
learning  to  solve  or  cope  with  their  problems,  thus  reuniting  the 
family.  When  the  family  cannot  be  reunited,  the  goal  of  the  Home  is 
to  help  the  child  to  accept  the  situation  and  to  move  on  to  his  own 
maturity  and  well-being. 

The  ministry  of  the  Home  extends  far  beyond  the  campus  and 
the  children  in  care.  It  extends  to  the  families  of  the  children  in 
care,  as  well  as  to  everyone  connected  with  the  child,  as  the  child 
emerges  from  a  frightened,  lonely,  troubled  personality,  to  a  per- 
son exhibiting  confidence,  security  and  a  sense  of  well-being. 

Primarily  this  is  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Home;  however,  those 
who  help  to  mold  the  lives  of  these  precious  children  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  campus.  Free  Will  Baptists  everywhere  who  pray  and 
who  contribute— financially  are  responsible  for  the  wonderful 
metamorphosis  that  occurs  inside  the  child,  the  change  from 
despair  to  hope  and  happiness. 

When  a  child  leaves  the  care  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  he  knows  firsthand  from  his  own  personal  experience  the  dif- 
ference Christ  can  make  in  a  life.  He  leaves  knowing  that  a  group  of 
Christian  people  have  unselfishly  met  his  needs,  and  this  is  a  lesson 
he  will  never  forget.  The  seeds  of  Christianity  are  sown  bountifully 
while  the  child  is  in  care,  and  in  his  own  life  he  has  experienced 
Christianity  in  action. 
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FIRST  CHURCH, 
GREENVILLE,  TO  HAVE 
GUEST  SPEAKER 

The  Rev.  Bobby  R.  Taylo 
will  be  representing  th 
Children's  Home  at  the  Firs 
Church  of  Greenville,  Nortl 
Carolina,  during  the  morninj 
worship  service,  11  a.m. 
September  30,  1984.  The  Rev 
Harry  Grubbs  is  the  pastor. 


FIRST  WESTERN  UNION 
MEETS  AT  SELMA  CHURCH 

The  First  Union  of  th 
Western  Conference  will  mee 
with  the  Selma  Church,  Selma 
on  Saturday,  September  29.  I 
will  convene  at  10  a.m.  Th 
Rev.  Curtis  Jones  will  bring  th 
Union  message,  with  the  Rev 
Buddy  Sasser,  his  alternate 
The  clerk,  the  Rev.  James  V 
Joyner,  encourages  al 
member  churches,  thei 
pastors  and  delegates,  am 
friends  to  faithfully  attend 
Those  who  do  will  be  richl; 
blessed. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner,  Cler 

ATTENTION! 

On  September  28, 1984,  at  7 : 3( 
p.m.,  the  Second  District  of  th< 
Central  Conference  Sunday 
School  Convention  will  sponso: 
a  workshop  for  pastors 
superintendents,  and  teachers 
It  will  be  held  at  Bethanj 
Church,  near  Winterville.  Th 
workshop  is  entitled,  "Ideas  fo 
Improving  Your  Sunda 
School."  It  will  set  forth  prac 
tical  ideas  and  programs  fo; 
making  improvements  in  ad 
ministration  and  teaching  ii 
the  Sunday  school.  The 
workshop  leader  will  be  th« 
Rev.  Bass  Mitchell,  fiel( 
secretary  of  the  State  Sunday 
School  Convention. 

Please  make  plans  to  attend 

Melvin  Fussell,  Presiden 
Second  District  of  thi 
Central  Conference 
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COLLEGE  DINNERS  BEGIN 
OCTOBER  1 

The  planning  sessions  for  the 
•Mount  Olive  College  Dinners 
are  completed,  chairmen  and 
pastors  have  met  and  gift  sup- 
port goals  are  set.  The  1984  din- 
ners will  begin  October  1. 

The  dinners  are  of  special  im- 
portance this  year  as  the  Col- 
lege enters  into  the  four-year 
program. 

"The  dinners  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  churches  to  reach 
but  and  make  an  investment  in 
people  and  to  help  others 
become  what  God  intended 
them  to  be,"  says  Mrs.  Jean 
Ackiss,  assistant  in  Develop- 
ment and  coordinator  of  the 
dinners,  "They  help  equip  peo- 
ple to  serve  God  and  their 
fellowman  as  ministers, 
teachers,  lawyers,  secretaries, 
farmers,  doctors  and  nurses  in 
every  walk  of  life." 
j  Information  about  the  din- 
tiers  may  be  obtained  by  con- 
tacting Mrs.  Ackiss  at  Mount 
Dlive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina  28365. 
Telephone  (919)  658-2502. 


The  1984  Schedule  for 
College  Dinners 

Edgecombe-Halifax  Counties, 
Monday,  October  1,  7:30 
p.m.,  First  Church,  Tarboro, 
Rufus  Harrell,  chairman. 
Goal:  $5,925 

Nash  County,  Tuesday,  October 
2,  7  p.m.,  Middlesex  School, 
Middlesex,  Lester  Duncan, 
chairman.  Goal:  $4,150 

Onslow,  New  Hanover,  Bruns- 
wick Counties,  Thursday, 
October  4,  7  p.m.,  Folkstone 
Church,  O.  B.  Taylor,  chair- 
man. Goal:  $2,350 

Lenoir  County  Dinner,  Satur- 
day, October  6,  7  p.m.,  King's 
Barbecue  Restaurant,  Kin- 
ston,  A.  Stanley  Jenkins, 
chairman.  Goal:  $7,350 


Greene  County,  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 15,  7  p.m.,  West  Greene 
School,  Snow  Hill,  Mrs.  Lena 
Walston,  chairman.  Goal: 
$11,000 

Beaufort  County,  Saturday, 
October  20,  7  p.m.,  Beaufort 
Community  College  (Learn- 
ing Resource  Center),  Wash- 
ington, Billy  Gurkin,  chair- 
man. Goal:  $7,950 

Jones  County,  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 22,  7  p.m.,  King's  Barbe- 
cue Restaurant,  Kinston, 
Mrs.  Mildred  Jenkins,  chair- 
man. Goal:  $2,550 

Wayne  County,  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 23,  7  p.m.,  Mount  Olive 
College  (College  Hall), 
Mount  Olive,  Colby  Benton, 
chairman.  Goal:  $19,650 

Duplin  County,  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 27,  6  p.m.,  East  Duplin 
High  School  near  Beulaville, 
William  D.  Thigpen,  chair- 
man. Goal:  $10,000 

Craven  County,  Thursday, 
November  1,  7  p.m.,  West 
Craven  Middle  School  near 
New  Bern,  Marice  DeBruhl, 
chairman.  Goal:  $11,625 

Johnston- Wake  Counties,  Mon- 
day, November  5,  7  p.m., 
Everett  Chapel  Church  (Spir- 
itual Life  Building),  Clayton, 
Donald  Coates  and  Phillip 
Boykin,  co-chairmen.  Goal: 
$26,400 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin, 
and  Pasquotank  Counties, 
Thursday,  November  8,  7:30 
p.m.,  Washington  County 
Union  School,  Roper,  David 
Cahoon,  chairman.  Goal: 
$6,325 

Carteret  County,  Saturday, 
November  10,  7  p.m.,  East 
Carteret  High  School  near 
Beaufort,  David  Ward,  chair- 
man. Goal:  $8,750 

Wilson  County,  Monday,  No- 
vember 12,  7  p.m.,  Bedding- 
field  High  School  near  Wil- 
son, James  B.  Hunt  Sr., 
chairman.  Goal:  $18,600 


Pitt  County,  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 13,  7  p.m.,  D.  H.  Conley 
High  School  near  Greenville, 
Mrs.  Dot  Dail,  chairman. 
Goal:  $16,850 

Sampson,  Harnett,  and  Cum- 
berland Counties,  Thursday, 
November  15,  7  p.m.,  Midway 
School  near  Dunn,  C.  Felton 
Godwin,  chairman.  Goal: 
$9,225 

Pamlico  County,  Saturday, 
November  17,  6  p.m.,  Camp 
Vandemere,  Reginald  Ca- 
roon,  chairman.  Goal:  $6,300 

HOW  TO  DOUBLE  YOUR 
SUPPORT  TO  MOC 

Nearly  one  thousand  public- 
spirited  business  firms  in 
America  will  match  gifts  by 
their  employees  to  colleges  and 
universities.  A  few  companies 
will  match  two  to  one  or  even 
three  to  one  each  dollar  con- 
tributed by  their  employees. 

The  list  below  includes  the 
known  matching  gift  firms  in 
eastern  North  Carolina.  To 
have  his/her  gift  matched, 
employees  must  submit  with 
their  contribution  a  gift  form 
provided  by  their  employer. 
These  forms  are  namely 
available  in  the  Personnel  Of- 
fice and  they  contain  informa- 
tion regarding  the  size  of  the 
gifts  it  will  match  and  which 
colleges  are  eligible. 

Free  Will  Baptists,  alumni 
and  friends  employed  by  these 
firms  are  encouraged  to  max- 
imize their  support  of  Mount 
Olive  College  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  these  matching  gift  op- 
portunities. 

For  additional  information, 

including  a  complete  list  of  all 

matching-gift   firms   in  the 

United  States,  please  contact 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Assistant 

in  Development,  Mount  Olive 

College,   Mount  Olive,  North 

Carolina    28365  (telephone 

919/658-2502). 

(Continued  on  Page  19) 
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SUNDAY,  „ft 
SEPTEMBER  dU 

Scripture  Reading  —  Malachi  1-4 

"SURRENDER,  OR  .  .  ." 
Aachen  had  been  surrounded  by  the 
American  forces.  Hitler  had  sent  orders  to  the 
Nazi  commander  to  stand  and  die  in  the  city's 
defense.  But  the  American  commander  gave  the 
city  an  opportunity  to  surrender  before  destroy- 
ing it. 

Lt.  General  Courtney  H.  Hodges  sent  an 
ultimatum  to  the  Nazi  commander  and  to  the 
mayor  of  this  city  of  165,000  souls.  Then 
thousands  of  leaflets  were  dropped  into  the  city 
by  shellfire,  appealing  to  the  troops  and  citizens 
of  Aachen  to  surrender  and  thus  prevent 
needless  bloodshed. 

"Aachen  is  encircled,"  read  the  leaflets, 
"American  troops  surround  the  city.  The  Ger- 
man command  cannot  relieve  you. 

"People  of  Aachen!  The  time  has  come  for 
honorable  surrender.  We  Americans  do  not  wage 
war  on  innocent  civilians.  But  if  the  leaders  in- 
sist on  further  sacrifice,  we  have  no  course  but  to 
destroy  your  city. 

"There  is  no  time  to  lose.  On  our  airfields, 
bombers  are  waiting  for  final  orders  to  take  off. 
Our  artillery  surrounding  the  city  is  ready  to 
fire.  People  of  Aachen,  act  quickly.  Tomorrow 
may  be  too  late.  There  is  only  one  choice,  im- 
mediate surrender  or  complete  destruction." 

But  the  Germans  did  not  surrender.  Great 
destruction  ensued!  How  like  Christ- rejectors  to- 
day! They  are  warned  to  flee  from  the  coming 
wrath.  They  are  warned  of  the  doom  of  Christ- 
rejectors.  Still,  they  heedlessly  hot- foot  the  road 
of  vice,  whose  terminus  is  endless  remorse  and 
separation  from  God!  All  who  go  to  Hell  go  there 
as  usurpers.  It  is  a  prepared  place  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  O,  how  much  God  has  done  to 
save  souls  from  Hell! 


He  gave  His  Son  to  die  a  vicarious  death  to 
save  men  from  the  eternal  burnings! 

MONDAY,  1 
OCTOBER  1 

Scripture  Reading— Matthew  1-4 

A  POSSIBILITY  BUT  NOT  A  NECESSITY 
When  a  Brooklyn  traffic  officer  handed  Miss 
Margaret  Greenberg  a  ticket,  she  told  him,  ac- 
cording to  press  report,  "You  can  go  to  Hell." 
When  she  appeared  in  court,  Magistrate  Mark 


Rudich  dismissed  the  officer's  complaint  abour 
her  language,  saying,  "It  wasn't  a  command  or  aj 
wish,  but  a  simon-pure  statement  of  a  fact,  foi 
going  to  Hell  is  a  possibility."  Multitudes  todaj 
have  forgotten  this  possibility,  or  like  to  deny  it .i 
A  humorous  magazine,  poking  fun  at  "advanced 
theology,"  remarked,  "Nowadays  most  of  the 
churches  and  preachers  are  so  advanced  that  ilj 
takes  considerable  ingenuity  to  get  into  Hell."  j 


It  is  dubious  charity  for  sinners  that 
obscures  or  ignores  the  plain  warnings  of  Jesus.1 

TUESDAY,  9 
OCTOBER  A 

Scripture  Reading  — Matthew  5,  6 

WHY  ARE  MEN  LOST? 
A  fellow  said  to  me  on  the  train  one  day,  "Ohj 
you  preachers  make  me  sick."  "I  am  not  a 
preacher,"  I  replied;  "I  wish  I  were.  I  don't 
know  enough."  He  said:  "I  don't  care  what  you 
are.  You  Christians  are  always  talking  about  a 
man  going  to  Hell  because  Adam  sinned."  "No,"; 
I  said,  "you  will  never  go  to  Hell  because  Adam 
sinned.  You  will  go  to  Hell  because  you  refuse  the 
remedy  provided  for  Adam's  sin.  Don't  you  go  to 
crying  about  something  that  has  absolutely  been 
taken  care  of." 


//  you  go  to  Hell  you  will  go  over  the  broken] 
body  of  Jesus  Christ  who  died  to  keep  you  out.  > 

WEDNESDAY,  « 
OCTOBER 

Scripture  Reading— Matthew  7-9 

THERE  FOR  THE  TAKING 
I  left  the  prayer  meeting  and  crept  out  into; 
the  lane,  away  from  town.  As  I  walked  I  said,  "0 
my  God,  if  there  is  a  man  who  needs  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  rest  upon  him  it  is  I;  but  I  do, 
not  know  how  to  receive  Him.  I  am  too  tired,  too; 
worn,  too  nervously  down  to  agonize."  A  voice, 
said  to  me,  "As  you  took  forgiveness  from  thej 
hand  of  the  dying  Christ,  take  the  Holy  Ghostj 
from  the  hand  of  the  living  Christ."  I  turned  toj 
Christ  and  said,  "Lord,  I  breathe  in  this  whiff  ofj 
warm  night  air,  so  I  breathe  into  every  part  oi| 
me  Thy  blessed  Spirit. ' '  I  felt  no  hand  laid  upon| 
my  head,  there  was  no  lambent  flame,  there  was] 
no  rushing  sound  from  Heaven;  but  by  faith,! 
without  emotion,  without  excitement,  I  took,  and 
took  for  the  first  time,  and  I  have  kept  on  taking 
ever  since. 
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]     We  need  a  living  Spirit  within  to  control  and 
phold  us. 

THURSDAY,  4 
)CTOBER 

icripture  Reading— Matthew  10,  11 

WHAT  HELD  UP  THE  REVIVAL 
Harry  Moorehouse,  while  still  a  young  man, 
.  as  conducting  evangelistic  services  in  a  certain 
:ity  in  this  country,  but  there  was  no  revival. 
Sod  had  given  precious  revivals  both  in  America 
J.nd  in  Great  Britian,  but  in  this  city  it  was  as 
hough  he  were  beating  against  a  stone  wall.  Day 
,nd  night  he  was  on  his  knees  searching  his  heart 
|nd  crying  out,   "O  God,  why  is  there  no 
evival?"  One  day  he  was  walking  along  the 
jtreet,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  showed  him  a  large 
placard  on  which  appeared  these  words:  "Harry 
Moorehouse,  the  most  famous  of  all  British 
preachers! "  At  once  he  said  to  himself,  "That  is 
^hy  there  is  no  revival ! "  He  went  at  once  to  the 
j.ampaign  committee,  and  said,  "Brethren,  now 
j  know  why  there  is  no  revival.  See  how  you  have 
[dvertised  me  as  the  greatest  of  this  and  the 
greatest  of  that!  No  wonder  the  Holy  Spirit  can- 
not work!  He  is  grieved  and  quenched  because 
,'ou  haven't  magnified  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
He'  is  the  wonderful  One.  I'm  just  a  poor,  sim- 
ile, humble  servant,  preaching  the  glorious 
jospel." 


Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
he  sins  of  the  world. 

FRIDAY,  ~ 
3CTOBER  D 

icripture  Reading  — Matthew  12 

OUR  BEST-NOTHING,  WITHOUT  HIM 
Mr.  Spurgeon  once  preached  what  in  his 
udgment  was  one  of  his  poorest  sermons.  He 
tammered  and  floundered,  and  when  he  got 
hrough  he  felt  that  it  had  been  a  complete 
ailure.  He  was  greatly  humiliated,  and  when  he 
;ot  home  he  fell  on  his  knees  and  said,  "Lord, 
Jod,  Thou  canst  do  something  with  nothing. 
Jless  that  poor  sermon."  And  all  through  the 
veek  he  uttered  that  prayer.  He  woke  up  in  the 
light  and  prayed  about  it.  He  determined  that 
he  next  Sunday  he  would  redeem  himself  by 
•reaching  a  great  sermon.  Sure  enough,  the  next 
lunday  the  sermon  went  off  beautifully.  At  the 
lose  the  people  crowded  about  him  and  covered 
dm  with  praise.  Spurgeon  went  home  pleased 
nth  himself,  and  that  night  he  slept  like  a  baby. 
Jut  he  said  to  himself,  "I'll  watch  the  results  of 
hose  two  sermons."  What  were  they?  From  the 
ne  that  had  seemed  a  failure  he  was  able  to 
race  forty-one  conversions.   And  from  that 


magnificent  sermon  he  was  unable  to  discover 
that  a  single  soul  was  saved.  Spurgeon' s  ex- 
planation was  that  the  Spirit  of  God  used  the  one 
and  did  not  use  the  other. 


We  can  do  nothing  without  the  Spirit  who 
helpeth  our  infirmities. 

SATURDAY,  g 
OCTOBER 

Scripture  Reading -Matthew  13,  14 

"WONDERFUL  HARMONIES! " 
Mendelssohn  once  visited  a  cathedral  con- 
taining one  of  the  most  priceless  organs  in 
Europe.  He  listened  to  the  organist,  then  asked 
permission  to  play.  "I  don't  know  you,"  was  the 
reply,  "and  we  don't  allow  any  chance  stranger 
to  play  upon  this  organ."  At  last  the  great  musi- 
cian persuaded  the  organist  to  let  him  play.  As 
Mendelssohn  played,  the  great  cathedral  was 
filled  with  such  music  as  the  organist  had  never 
heard.  With  tears  in  his  eyes  he  laid  his  hand 
upon  Mendelssohn's  shoulder.  "Who  are  you?" 
he  asked.  "Mendelssohn,"  came  the  reply.  The 
old  organist  was  dumbfounded.  "To  think  that  an 
old  fool  like  me  nearly  forbade  Mendelssohn  to 
play  upon  my  organ!" 


//  we  only  knew  what  wonderful  harmonies 
the  Holy  Spirit  can  draw  out  of  our  lives,  we 
should  not  be  content  until  He  has  complete 
possession  and  is  working  in  us  and  through  us  to 
do  His  will. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


Hurricane  Diana  sent  the  waters  of  Contentnea  Creek,  in 
Grifton,  over  its  banks.  Grifton  Mission  served  as  an  evacua- 
tion center  during  this  crisis. 
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Sunday  <£efioot  Jl 


s±±on 


For  September  30 
LIFE  IN  THE  SPIRIT 

Lesson  Text:    Romans  8:1-8, 
31-39 

Memory  Verse:  Romans  8:2 

We  are  apt  to  become  con- 
fused when  we  think  about 
spirit,  or  a  spirit,  or  the  Spirit. 
Our  thinking  is  tuned  to  things 
we  can  see  and  touch,  but  a 
spirit  is  something  of  another 
kind.  We  cannot  catch  it  in  a 
butterfly  net,  or  weigh  it  on  the 
scales,  or  measure  it  with  a 
yardstick  or  a  bushel  basket. 
That  does  not  mean,  however, 
that  a  spirit  is  any  less  real,  any 
less  important,  or  any  less 
powerful  than  something  we 
can  hold  or  see  or  weigh  and 
measure.  It  means  we  cannot 
investigate  a  spirit  in  the  same 
way  that  we  do  material  things. 
About  all  we  can  learn  about  it 
or  know  about  it  is  what  God 
tells  us  in  His  Word. 

If  a  human  spirit  is  beyond 
our  understanding,  the  divine 
Spirit  is  even  more  so.  When  we 
see  the  word  spirit  in  the  Bible, 
it  may  be  hard  to  tell  whether  it 
means  a  human  spirit  or  the 
Spirit  of  God.  In  the  King 
James  Version  and  some 
others,  the  translators  help  us 
by  printing  Spirit  with  a  capital 
letter  when  it  means  God's 
Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit  (but  of 
course  translators  can  be 
mistaken). 

We  may  not  fully  understand 
even  the  facts  that  are  revealed 
about  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  at 
least  we  can  believe  what  the 
Bible  says.  Thus  we  are  quite 
sure  of  some  facts. 

In  becoming  a  Christian,  one 
is  born  of  water  and  of  the 
Spirit  (John  3:5).  Thereupon  he 
receives  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  (Acts  2:38).  Thereafter 
the  Holy  Spirit  lives  in  him 
(1  Corinthians  6:19).  And  if  the 


Spirit  is  in  him,  he  is  in  the 
Spirit  (Romans  8:9). 

There  is  no  contradiction 
here.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the 
man  in  the  sense  that  He  is  a 
guide  and  helper  of  the  man's 
own  spirit,  living  with  it  in  the 
physical  human  body.  The  man 
is  in  the  Spirit  in  the  sense  that 
he  thinks  and  talks  and  moves 
within  the  Spirit's  will.  This  is 
the  "Life  in  the  Spirit"  that  we 
are  considering  in  this  week's 
study. 

This  is  the  last  of  five  lessons 
grouped  under  the  heading 
"Paul  Writes  About  Salvation." 
The  first  lesson  recalled  Paul's 
own  salvation.  He  had  been  a 
bitter  enemy  of  Christ  and 
Christians.  Then  he  came  to 
know  Jesus,  and  his  life  was 
turned  around.  The  second 
lesson  reminded  us  that  salva- 
tion is  by  faith,  though  not  by 
faith  alone.  It  is  also  by  the 
grace  and  power  of  God,  and  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

Then  Lessons  3  and  4  called  to 
mind  the  dark  background  of 
salvation.  All  humanity  is 
engulfed  in  sin,  and  "the  wages 
of  sin  is  death."  And  there  is  no 
excuse  for  sinning.  The  crea- 
tion presents  evidence  so  plain 
that  everybody  ought  to  know 
the  Creator.  In  addition,  God 
gave  His  Law  to  His  chosen 
people,  but  they  failed  to  keep 
it.  Those  who  want  to  do  right 
are  dismayed  to  find 
themselves  again  and  again  do- 
ing wrong.  Something  within 
them  prefers  the  wrong 
because  it  is  more  comfortable 
or  more  pleasant  or  more 
profitable  in  a  worldly  way. 

Dismayed,  frustrated  in  his 
struggle  to  do  right,  a  man 
cries,  "Wretched  man  that  I 
am!  who  shall  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death?" 
(Romans  7:24).  But  a  Christian 
has  the  answer:  "I  thank  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord" 
( Romans  7 : 25 ) . 


The  conclusion  of  this  lessc 
lies  in  the  lessons  that  follow  ii 
We  are  now  at  the  end  of 
group  of  lessons  entitled  "Pai 
Writes  About  Salvation."  No 
comes  a  group  entitled  "Pai 
Writes  About  Daily  Living. 
That  is  fitting,  for  all  our  leant 
ing  about  salvation  will  be  of  li 
tie  use  unless  it  makes  a  dii 
ference  in  the  way  we  live.  Th 
love  of  God  must  have  an  in 
pact  on  what  we  do  day  by  daj 

God  loves  us.  Of  that  we  ar 
sure.  He  loves  us  with  a  lov 
that  is  deep  and  strong  an 
eternal.  We  see  this  as  He  give, 
us  rain  and  sunshine,  clothin! 
and  housing,  and  food.  Most  c 
all  we  see  it  in  His  Son,  who  set 
us  free  from  sin  and  makes  ou 
life  eternal. 

What  do  we  do  because  Go 
loves  us?  John  says,  "We  lov( 
him,  because  he  first  loved  us' 
(1  John  4:19).  Indeed  we  woul 
be  ungrateful  wretches  if  w| 
did  not  respond  with  love  to  th 
Father  whose  love  for  us  is  ex 
pressed  in  the  gift  of  salvatioi 
and  life  eternal. 

What  do  we  do  because  \3I 
love  God?  His  Son  said,  "If  yn 
love  me,  keep  my  command 
ments"  (John  14:15).  We  ar< 
hypocrites  if  we  claim  to  lovt, 
God  but  do  not  read  His  Word  t< 
know  His  will,  or  if  we  do  no. 
bring  our  lives  in  line  with  Hi:i 
will  when  we  know  it.  We  do  Hi: 
will  when  we  gather  for  wor 
ship  on  Sunday,  but  Sunday  I 
only  one-seventh  of  the  week 
God's  will  is  our  guide  eacl 
day,  and  so  we  shall  find  thi 
conclusion  of  this  lesson  in  th< 
next  five  weeks  as  we  explori 
what  Paul  wrote  about  daib 
living. 

However,  we  need  not  wai 
five  weeks,  or  even  one  week,  t< 
do  God's  will.  If  you  try,  righ 
now  you  can  think  of  one  way  t( 
obey  God  this  week  better  thar 
you  did  last  week.— Standarc 
Lesson  Commentary 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  12) 

REVIVAL  TIME 
hrough  September  28 

\pring  Branch  Church,  Wal- 
I  stonburg 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 
i    The  Rev.  Ed  Miles,  evange- 
list 

1  The  Rev.  Dale  Albertson, 
pastor 

I 

October  1-5 

Otter's    Creek    Church,  near 

|  Macclesfield 

j     Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The   Rev.    Ed  Thornton, 

evangelist 
j     The  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock, 

pastor 

pctober  8-12 

lenly  Church,  Kenly 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Frankie  Flowers, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner, 
pastor 

pleasant  Plain  Church,  Route 
2,  Johnston  County 

j     Time:  7:30  p.m. 

"\  The  Rev.  David  Adams, 
evangelist 

!  The  Rev.  Ernie  Price,  pas- 
tor 


j  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  15) 

MATCHING  GIFT 
FIRMS  IN  EASTERN 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

Beaufort  County 
trexasgulf,  Inc. 

Brunswick  County 
Ssteck  (Esmark) 
pfizer,  Inc. 

Standard  Products  Company 
of  North  Carolina 

Carteret  County 
blue  Bell,  Inc. 

Owens-Corning  Fiberglass  Corp. 
Standard  Products  Company  of  North 
Carolina 

Cumberland  County 
Mattel,  Inc. 
Monsanto 
rlhom  and  Haas 

Duplin  County 

Swift  and  Company  (Esmark) 
I.  P.  Stevens  Co. 

Edgecombe  County 
^arcalounger  Manufacturing  Co. 


Becton  Dickinson  Co. 
Morrison-Knudsen  Co. 
Phillips  Fibers  Corp. 

Halifax  County 
Champion  International 
W.  R.  Grace 
J.  P.  Stevens  Co. 

Harnett  County 
Bargo  Punta  Corp. 
Blue  Bell,  Inc. 
Burlington  Industries 

Johnston  County 
Burlington  Industries 
Chicapee  Manufacturing 
(Johnson  and  Johnson) 
Cutler-Hammer  (Eaton  Corp.) 
Midland  Tool  Corp.  (Oneida  Plastics) 
Oneida  Plastics 
Union  Camp  Corp. 

Lenoir  County 
Blue  Bell,  Inc. 
TRW,  Inc. 
UCT  Transformers 

Nash  County 

Burlington  Industries 

Consolidated    Diesel  (Cummings 

Engines) 
Research-Cottrell,  Inc. 
Schlage  Lock  Co.  (Ingersall  Rand) 
Standard  Products  Co. 

New  Hanover  County 
Chevron,  USA  (Standard  Oil  of  Califor- 
nia) 

Corning  Glass  Works 
Diamond-Shamrock  Corp. 
Esmark,  Inc. 
General  Electric  Co. 
Gold  Bond  Products  (National  Gyp- 
sum) 
Gould,  Inc. 
W.  R.  Grace 
Hercules,  Inc. 

Star  Newspapers  (New  York  Times) 
Union  Carbide 

Onslow  County 

Barrus  Construction  Co.  (Ashland  Oil) 
Parker-Hannifin  Corp. 

Pender  County 

Oxford  Industries  of  Burgaw 

Pitt  County 
Blue  Bell,  Inc. 
Burroughs- Wellcome 
Collins  and  Aikman,  Corp. 
Eaton  Corp. 
TRW,  Inc. 
Union  Carbide 

Sampson  County 

Futorian  Corp.  (Mohasco  Corp.) 

Vann  Industries  (ITT) 

Wake  County 

American  Optical  Co.  (Warner-Lam- 
bert) 
Armco  Steel 

Belco  Co.  (Foster  Wheeler  Corp. ) 
Bristol-Myers  Co. 
Buffalo  Tank  Division 

(Bethlehem  Steel) 
Burlington  Industries 

(Wake  Finishing  Plant) 


Continental  Baking  Co.  (ITT) 

Corning  Glass  Works 

Garner  Quarry  (Martin-Marietta) 

Goodmark  Foods  (General  Mills) 

Gregory  Poole  Equipment  Co. 

Illinois  Tool  Works 

Koppers  Co. 

Marvel-Schabler-Tillotson 

(Borg- Warner) 
Ralston-Purina  Co. 
Richmond  Gravure  Co. 

(International  Paper) 
Rockwell  International 
Stackpole  Components 
Telocommunications/Mackay  (ITT) 

Wayne  County 
Burlington  Industries 
Carolina  Welds  Corp. 
Hevi-Duty  Electric 
(General  Signal) 
J.  P.  Stevens  Co. 
Texasgulf,  Inc. 

Wilson  County 

Berk  Sharp  and  Dohme  Division 
Blue  Bell,  Inc. 
Donnelley  Marketing 

(Dunn  and  Bradstreet) 
Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber 
Ralston-Purina 
Wallace  Murray  Corp. 

(Fiberglass  Division) 

Craven  County 

Blue  Bell,  Inc. 

International  Paper  Co. 

Kerr-McGee  Corp.  Farm  Center 

Parker-Hannifin  Corp. 

Visqueen  Film  Products  (Ethyl  Corp. ) 

Other  Companies  Represented 
Throughout  Eastern 
North  Carolina 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. 
Carolina  Power  and  Light  Co. 
Carolina  Telephone  Co. 
Commercial  Credit  Co. 
Duke  Power  Co. 
First  Union  Corp. 

First  Union  National  Bank 

Cameron  Brown  Co. 
Jefferson  Pilot  Corp. 
J.  C.  Penny  Co. 
R.  J.  Reynolds  Industries 
Seaboard  System  Railroad 
Southern  Bell  Telephone 
United  Parcel  Service 
Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust  Co. 


COLLEGE  DAY  SERVICES 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30 

Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of  ad- 
missions, will  speak  at  11  a.m.  at  the 
First  Church  of  Tarboro.  The  Rev. 
Stanley  Buck  is  pastor. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president, 
will  be  at  Free  Union  Church  in  Greene 
County.  At  10  a.m.  he  will  teach  a  com- 
bined session  of  adult  Sunday  school 
classes.  He  will  also  be  the  speaker  for 
the  morning  worship  service. 
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DURHAM 9 

RECOVERY  AND  EXPANSION  NEEDED 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

the  responsibility  of  assimilating  new  members. 
Our  present  membership  policy  not  only  includes 
public  profession  of  faith  and  baptism,  but  it  also 
includes  an  awareness  of  what  we  believe  and 
practice.  This  is  a  part  of  the  requirement  for 
membership  that  is  too  often  overlooked.  We 
need  to  introduce  the  new  people  who  come  into 
our  churches  to  our  identity.  They  need  to  be 
fully  aware  of  what  it  means  to  be  an  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

We  must  also  become  aware  of  our  present 
members  and  their  needs.  New  and  old  members 
alike  need  to  be  made  aware  of  the  opportunities 
of  service  that  are  available  to  them.  We  need  to 
develop  a  program  of  watchcare  to  be  certain 
that  we  are  ministering  to  the  needs  of  our  peo- 
ple. We  need  to  train  ourselves  to  care  for  one 
another.  The  laymen  can  provide  the  help  that 
the  pastor  needs  in  caring  for  the  people  of  his 
congregation.  We  should  be  partners  together  in 
the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

E  van  geli  zation 

The  last  step  in  the  program  of  recovery  and 
expansion  is  to  expand  the  ministry  of  the  local 
church,  to  reach  new  areas  within  our  own  state, 
to  reach  into  neighboring  states,  and  around  the 
world  through  evangelism  and  missions.  Our 
churches  and  denomination  need  to  develop  a 
program  of  evangelism.  Without  an  evangelistic 
outreach  that  goes  beyond  the  reaching  of  just 
the  families  of  our  present  members,  we  cannot 
grow.  The  local  church  must  reach  out  to  the  peo- 
ple of  its  community,  while  the  denomination 
reaches  out  into  new  areas.  If  we  are  to  survive, 
much  less  expand,  we  will  have  to  take  the  Great 
Commission  more  seriously  at  home  and  abroad. 
We  must  become  obedient  to  God's  direct  order 
to  bear  much  fruit. 

If  evangelism  is  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  movement,  we  will 
have  to  give  it  a  higher  priority  than  it  has  had 
heretofore.  We  must  recognize  that  one-to-one 
sharing  of  the  gospel  is  still  the  most  effective 
means  of  reaching  people  with  the  good  news  of 
salvation.  Most  of  the  people  who  come  to  know 
Christ  as  Saviour  do  so  through  the  efforts  of  in- 
dividuals reaching  out  to  them. 

Evangelism  must  become  a  major  part  of 
the  training  of  ministers  and  laymen.  It  should 
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be  a  required  part  of  the  training  of  the  ne^ 
ministers  and  offered  to  established  pastor 
through  a  program  of  continuing  education.  ] 
must  include  ways  to  implement  a  program  c 
evangelism  in  the  local  church. 

While  we  train  our  people  to  reach  their  corr 
munity  for  Christ,  we  must  not  neglect  the  wide 
circles  that  we  are  to  reach  with  the  gospe 
message.  Acts  1:8  does  tell  us  that  our  ministr 
is  to  reach  those  at  home,  but  it  also  include 
those  that  are  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  worlc 
We  often  forget  that  between  home  and  the  uttei 
most  parts  of  the  world  there  lies  the  fertile  fiel 
of  our  Samaria  and  Judea.  We  must  strengthe: 
our  home  and  foreign  bases,  but  we  must  nc 
leave  out  the  areas  in  between. 

We  should  begin  a  planned  and  calculated  el 
fort  to  further  our  influence  throughout  this  er 
tire  state,  in  neighboring  states,  and,  in  due  time 
the  whole  of  our  nation.  Can  we  dare  believe  thp 
we  have  the  right  to  limit  God's  work  to  th 
eastern  part  of  our  state?  If  the  Original  Fre 
Will  Baptist  movement  is  of  value  in  only  a  sma! 
part  of  the  world,  we  ought  to  question  its  right  t 
exist.  Perhaps  we  are  afraid  of  losing  control  c 
the  work  if  it  grows ;  if  that  is  the  case  we  mus 
question  our  motive  in  the  establishment  c 
ourselves  as  a  denomination.  We  have  somethin 
to  offer;  we  must  not  allow  "self-service"  to  pre 
vent  the  development  of  reaching  out  to  others 
That  constitutes  a  dangerous  game. 

In  order  to  expand,  we  must  place  a  hig! 
priority  on  the  business  of  planting  ne\ 
churches.  New  churches  will  give  us  a  stronge 
base  from  which  to  continue  to  develop  our  pre 
gram  and  reach  out  even  further.  One  of  th 
great  needs  is  for  us  to  realize  that  the  work  of  i 
church  planter  is  distinctive  from  the  work  c 
ministering  in  an  established  congregation 
Those  who  would  take  on  this  work  need  specia 
training.  Realizing  the  importance  of  this  on 
factor  in  the  future  of  our  denomination, 
believe  that  we  ought  to  give  consideration  t 
developing  such  a  program  within  our  educa 
tional  endeavors. 

As  I  offer  these  three  steps,  they  may  seer 
simple  and  nothing  more  than  "common  sense,' 
but  they  are  important.  These  simple  things  wi] 
present  complex  problems  as  they  develop,  bu 
we  can  use  them  to  launch  us  into  the  next  cer 
tury.  It  is  up  to  us  to  determine  that  we  want  t 
stop  the  decline  and  move  into  the  area  of  expar 
sion. 
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A  Step  Beyond 
Dreams  and  Rainbows 

While  in  college,  it  becomes  quite  easy  to  dream  big 
dreams.  Lofty  thoughts  can  easily  fill  one's  mind.  Why,  I  have 
even  met  collegians  who  thought  "manual  labor"  was  the 
president  of  Mexico.  But  when  the  same  coeds  walk  off  the  col- 
lege campus,  masters  in  medieval  literature  in  hand,  they 
learn  some  things  quickly.  Shortly  after  framing  their 
diplomas,  they  experience  a  strange  sensation  within  their  ab- 
domens—hunger. Motivation  accompanies  this  feeling. 

Attempts  made  at  finding  a  job  may  prove  to  be  quite 
futile.  Those  businesses  who  have  jobs  don't  seem  to  care  that 
a  person  holds  a  degree  in  medieval  literature.  One's  ability  to 
name  the  ninth  letter  in  the  Latin  alphabet  is  no  longer  im- 
pressive. Those  individuals  doing  the  hiring  want  someone 
who  can  put  to  use  the  knowledge  he  has  gained.  This  holds 
true  whether  the  field  is  archaeology  or  medicine,  drafting  or 
journalism,  computer  technology  or  ministry. 

And  that  doesn't  just  happen. 

Those  people  who  are  in  high  demand  are  those  who  can 
dream  dreams,  see  things  in  their  imaginations— then  pull 
them  off.  Those  who  can  dream  dreams  and  follow  through. 
Those  who  dress  their  dreams  in  workclothes.  To  do  so,  one 
must  possess  "a  measure  of  gift,  a  pinch  of  skill,  and  a  ton  of 
discipline"  (oops,  not  a  favored  term  in  Christendom!).  The 
awareness  of  time  is  another  mark  of  practicality. 

The  practical  mind  may  ask  what  questions— what  does 
the  task  require?  What  do  you  expect  of  me?  What  is  the 
deadline?  What  can  I  do  to  help  the  situation  or  advance  the 
cause? 

How  questions  come  too.  How  does  it  work?  How  long  will 
it  take?  How  much  does  it  cost? 

Dreamers  and  pragmatists  don't  mix  well.  While  both  are 
necessary,  they  irritate  each  other  beyond  measure.  Without 
dreamers,  the  end  result  is  predictable  and  usually  very  dull. 
Without  the  latter,  you  may  have  creativity  without  wheels, 
slick  vision  without  handles. 

The  Bible  is  full  of  men  and  women  who  dreamed  dreams 
and  saw  visions.  They  had  faith  and  they  were  people  who  saw 
the  impossible— yet  their  feet  were  planted  on  Planet  Earth. 

Take  Nehemiah,  for  example.  The  task  of  rebuilding  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem  was  his.  He  spent  days  thinking,  praying, 
observing,  dreaming  and  planning.  He  organized  his  work, 
realistically  faced  criticism,  stayed  at  the  task,  and  saw  it 
through. 

It  is  not  enough  just  to  dream  dreams— let's  get  the  work 
done. 
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1984  BANQUET : 
MORE  THAN  MEETING  AND  EATING! 


Approximately  150  people  gathered  in  Col- 
ge  Hall  on  Friday  evening,  September  7,  for  the 
I984  Pastors'  and  Sunday  School  Super- 
intendents' Banquet.  The  meeting  reinforced  the 
urpose  of  the  Sunday  School  Convention's  ex- 
jtence,  that  being  to  help  the  church's  educa- 
onal  ministry  grow  and  improve. 

Convention  President  Donald  Coates  wel- 
omed  everyone  and  recognized  the  Rev.  Adrian 
irubbs,  who  prayed  the  invocation.  The  Rev.  Bass 
Mitchell,  Sunday  School  Field  Secretary,  spoke 
agarding  the  Convention's  desire  to  assist  Sun- 
ay  schools,  relating  that  the  Convention  exists 
s  a  resource  to  and  for  the  church. 

After  recognizing  those  present,  the  Rev. 
e  Wayne  Eakes  introduced  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  the 
peaker  for  the  evening.  The  first  part  of  Dr. 
ercer's  address  begins  on  Page  4.  The  remaining 
ortions  will  follow  in  subsequent  issues. 


Stanley  Jenkins  and  Donald  Coates 


Bass  Mitchell,  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  Stanley  Jenkins,  and 
Donald  Coates. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
AND  THE  YEAR  2000: 
TOUCHING  GOD  AND  GOD'S  WORLD 


(Speech  delivered  at  the  annual  Pastors 'Superintendents'  Banquet  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention,  September  7,  198lf,  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege.) 

by  Calvin  Mercer 
Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 

Part  I 


It  had  to  be  a  dramatic  event 
that  day  Jesus  walked  into  the 
Jewish  synagogue  at  Nazareth, 
picked  up  that  papyrus  scroll  of 
Isaiah,  and  read  these  words: 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  for  he  has  anointed  me  to 
preach  good  news  to  the  poor. 
He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim 
release  to  the  captives  and 
recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind, 
to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are 
oppressed,  to  proclaim  the  ac- 
ceptable year  of  the  Lord.  He 
gave  that  old  scroll  back  to  the 
attendant,  and  then  proclaimed 
that  "This  day  this  Scripture 
has  been  fulfilled  in  your  hear- 
ing." 

There  are  two  foci— two  em- 
phases in  the  words  our  Lord 
read  on  that  day.  God:  "The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me." 
And  God's  world:  the  poor,  cap- 
tives, blind,  oppressed— literal- 
ly the  "crushed  ones." 

The  members  of  the  family  of 
man  and  the  family  of  God  also 
stand  in  the  midst  of  the  dawn- 
ing of  a  new  age  in  human 
history,  just  as  did  Jesus  in  His 
day.  We  stand  on  the  brink  of 
the  year  2000— just  17  years 
away.  Now  there's  nothing  in- 
trinsically special  about  the 
year  2000.  But  there  is 
something  very  special  about 
the  consciousness  with  which 
we  approach  our  future.  The 
turning  of  the  millennium,  as 
we  calculate  it,  can  serve  as  a 
symbol  of  a  new  era  that  is 


filled  with  unparalleled  oppor- 
tunities and,  at  the  same  time, 
terrific  and  terrifying  danger. 
It  is  at  this  time  of  exciting  op- 
portunity and  terrifying, 
frightening  danger  that  we  the 
body  of  Christ  stand.  I  want  to 
share  with  you  how  I  see  Free 
Will  Baptists  moving  into  the 
critical  years  ahead  and  into 
the  twenty-first  century,  and 
pastors  and  key  lay  leaders  like 
Sunday  school  superintendents 
will  play  crucial  roles  in  this 
movement. 

I  draw  the  inspiration  for  this 
vision  from  the  two  foci  or  em- 
phases we  see  in  the  words  of 
Jesus.  The  two  emphases  are 
God  and  God's  world— a  ver- 
tical focus  on  the  almighty  and 
divine  reality  of  this  universe 
and  a  horizontal  focus  on  others 
and  the  world.  For  the  church 
to  emphasize  one  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other  is  to  move  in- 
to a  way  of  thinking  and  being 
that  is  counterproductive  and  I 
think  sinful. 

To  reach  toward  the  human 
and  toward  the  world  without 
acknowledgement  of  the  divine 
center  of  the  all  is  to 
degenerate  into  a  prideful  pom- 
posity that  leads  to  destruction. 
Humankind  cannot  live  by 
bread  alone  and  in  trying  it  will 
fall  into  despair,  self-doubt,  and 
a  self-hate  that  leads  to  war 
within  and  without.  There  is  a 
spiritual  dimension  to  human 
existence,  and  to  neglect  it  is  to 


cease  to  be  fully  human.  1 
reach  out  horizontally  at  th 
total  exclusion  of  God  is  ran 
humanism.  But  to  emphasiz 
God  and  the  "spiritual"  at  th 
neglect  of  the  human  and  th1 
created  order— what  I'm  cal 
ing  the  world— is  to  fall  int'j 
another  sin.  To  try  to  reach  u 
to  God  without  due  regard  fo 
neighbor,  all  aspects  of  what  I 
means  for  the  neighbor  to  b> 
human,  is  to  fall  into  a  sec 
tarian,  or  perhaps  worse,  1 
cult-like  mentality.  God  an< 
world— the  balance. 

The  world  part  of  this  em1 
phasis  needs  a  bit  of  explana' 
tion  because  it  is  here  that  as 
ever  so  subtle  but  most  crucia 
change  is  taking  place  in  out 
ranks.  One  way  to  look  at  th 
world  — by  world  I  meal 
humanity,  human  institution' 
and  culture,  and  our  physica 
environment— one  way  to  lool 
at  the  world  is  that  it  is  ini 
trinsically  or  fundamentally 
evil,  that  the  world  is  a  plac< 
controlled  by  evil  forces  and 
that  we  as  Christians  therefon 
must  separate  ourselves  fron 
that  world  totally.  The  evil  ou 
there  pervades  all  human  in 
stitutions  and  culture.  Th( 
powerful  and  subtle  arms  o: 
evil  are  seen  as  reaching  intc 
the  political  system,  educa 
tional  system,  and  even  into  tht 
religious  establishment.  There- 
is  a  denigration  of,  fear  of,  anc 
then  separation  from  the  world. 
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|iere  is  some  truth  here— the 
arid  is  evil.  But  I  submit  to 
m  that  the  view  of  the  world 
<se  just  described  is  not  in  the 
;st  biblical  tradition  and  is  not 
(theology  that  will  carry  the 
lurch  triumphantly  into  the 
/enty-first  century.  From 
here  does  this  view  of  the 
irld  come? 

jLet  me  tell  you  a  little  about 
ato.  Plato  was  one  of  the  two 
|  three  most  influential 
inkers  in  Western  culture.  He 
ked  questions  like  "What  is  a 
iman  being?"  and  "What  is  it 
>out  a  human  being  that  is 
Drth  saving?"  He  answered 
at  a  human  being  is  made  up 
a  physical  body  and  a 
iritual  soul.  The  physical  is 
[important  and  is  in  opposi- 
m  to  the  spiritual  soul.  Read 
le  Phaedo  and  other 
alogues  by  Plato  where  you 
it  this  view.  In  the  later 
ivelopment  of  Plato's  thought 
I  the  Hellenistic  period,  the 
bne  of  early  Christianity,  the 
lysical  was  viewed  as  evil,  as 
id.  What  is  good  is  the  soul 
|iich  must  somehow  be  freed 
pm  and  protected  from  the 
rysical  so  that  it  might  even- 
(ally  fly  off  into  the 
iavenlies,  its  eternal  home, 
msistent  with  this  dualistic 
ithropology,  this  view  of  man, 

a  dualistic  cosmology,  the 
ew  that  the  world  is  totally 
spraved  and  that  the  human 
sing  or  more  specifically  the 
iman  soul  is  in  opposition  to 
is  evil  world  and  must  be  pro- 
cted  from  it  through  separa- 
m  from  it.  Read  the  writings 

the  early  gnostics  who  were 
fluenced  by  Platonic  thought, 
id  who  saw  two  great  forces  in 
e  universe— the  good  god  with 
s  elaborate  system  of  angels 
id  the  evil  god.  These  two 
pds  are  in  fierce  opposition  to 
ich  another  and  battle  for  the 
iuls  or  spirits  of  men,  the 
iirits  which  are  trapped  or  im- 
j'isoned  in  an  evil  body,  found 
I  an  evil  world.  Please 
imember  that  I  am  not 
iscribing  the  view  of  Chris- 
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tianity,  but  rather  of  non- 
Christian  or  heretical  Christian 
groups.  This  world  view  led  the 
gnostics  to  fear  the  world  and  to 
withdraw  from  the  world.  As 
they  became  increasingly 
isolated  and  cut  off  they  even- 
tually died  as  a  group  and 
vanished  from  the  planet. 

I  suggest  to  you  that  the 
Neoplatonic  way  of  thinking 
about  the  world  and  the  gnostic 
way  of  being  in  the  world  is  not 
biblical  and  is  not  what  Free 
Will  Baptists  need  today.  It  is  a 
slap  in  the  face  of  God  who 
created  this  world  and  all  that 
is  in  it  and  gave  to  us  the 
wonderful  task  of  stewardship. 
What  is  the  Christian  view  ap- 
propriate for  our  time?  From 
the  Old  Testament  first  I  would 
ground  our  view  in  the  doctrine 
of  creation,  the  doctrine  that 
our  good  God  created 
everything  that  was  and  that  it 
was  good— not  bad— good.  And 
after  creating  man,  God  said  it 
is  very  good.  He  has  beauty  and 
potential.  Now,  to  be  sure, 
Genesis  3  tells  us  that 
something  went  wrong  with  this 
good  world— man  sinned.  There 
is  something  wrong  with  this 
world— bad  wrong.  There  is  a 
brokenness,  a  bentness  in  the 
good  world.  But  it  is  still  a  good 
world  with  great  potential  and 
beauty.  The  rest  of  the  Bible 
can  be  interpreted  as  the  grand 
story  of  God's  grace  arid  heal- 
ing to  every  part  of  the  world. 
From  the  New  Testament  we 
see  the  supreme  affirmation  of 
this  world  view  in  the  Incarna- 
tion of  God  in  Christ.  God  does 
not  separate  Himself  from  the 
world.  A  Neoplatonic  god,  a 
gnostic  god  would  never  incar- 
nate himself  into  physical  form 
because  the  very  stuff  out  of 
which  the  physical  is  made  is 
evil.  But  it  is  entirely  ap- 
propriate for  the  Christian  God 
to  become  a  man  because  it  is  a 
way  of  affirming  the  great 
potential  and  goodness  of  the 
world  and  of  humanity,  though 
that  world  and  that  humanity 
stands  in  need  of  grace.  There 


are  many  separatist  state- 
ments in  the  Bible,  but  don't 
take  them  out  of  context.  They 
must  be  interpreted  in  the 
larger  context  of  the  whole 
biblical  revelation,  of  creation 
and  Incarnation.  In  that  con- 
text, they  become  appropriate 
admonitions  to  be  separate 
from  the  sin  of  the  world,  but 
not  from  the  world.  Read  the 
text  carefully  and  in  context. 

To  separate  one's  self  from 
the  world  completely  is  to 
separate  one's  self  from  God. 
Touching  God  and  touching  the 
world  go  hand  in  hand.  Cain 
killed  his  brother  and  found 
himself  hiding  from  God.  The 
Hebrew  congregations  of  the 
great  eighth  century  proph- 
ets—I'm thinking  for  example 
of  Amos  up  north  and  Micah 
down  south— had  lost  all  sense 
of  responsibility  for  their 
brethren  in  need  and  their  wor- 
ship of  God  was  described 
graphically  in  Amos  as  causing 
God  to  be  sick  on  His  stomach. 
The  Pharisees,  at  least  as 
depicted  in  the  Gospels,  had 
lost  touch  with  what  it  means  to 
be  human  among  humans  and, 
consequently,  though  they 
thought  their  religion  was  the 
best  in  the  land,  it  was  de- 
scribed by  Matthew  as  dead  as 
a  rotting  corpse.  Those  early 
gnostic  groups,  such  as  the 
Sethians  and  Marcionites,  and 
those  who  followed  Basilides 
and  Simon  and  the  traditions  of 
Manichaeism  and  Mandaeism, 
withdrew  from  the  world  think- 
ing this  was  the  way  to  God, 
only  to  find  it  the  way  to  isola- 
tion and  eventual  disap- 
pearance from  the  face  of  the 
earth  (with  the  exception  of  a 
tiny  sect  which  survives  in  the 
Middle  East  to  this  day).  In 
fear  and  insecurity,  Jim  Jones 
withdrew  increasingly  from  the 
world,  and  he  and  his  followers, 
thinking  it  was  the  way  to  God 
and  glory,  found  themselves  at 
a  tragic  and  ugly  end.  This  view 
of  the  world  is  sectarian  and 
cult-like. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ROCK  OF  ZION  TO  HAVE  REVIVAL  AND  HOMECOMING 


"Family  and  Friends.  " 


Revival  services  will  continue  through  Friday,  October  5,  at 
Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Route  1,  Grantsboro.  Services  are  at  7:30 
nightly  with  the  Rev.  Craig  Simmons  as  guest  evangelist.  Special 
music  nightly.  The  week  of  revival  will  be  followed  by  homecoming 
on  Sunday,  October  7,  beginning  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.  and 
worship  service  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served,  followed  by  an 
afternoon  of  singing  featuring  "Family  and  Friends"  of  Goldsboro 
and  Rock  of  Zion's  own  Prescott  Family.  The  Rev.  Dwight  Hawley 
is  pastor  and  extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  revival  and 
homecoming  services. 


First  Church,  Kinston,  Will 
Have  Homecoming  Day 

The  First  Church  of  Kinston 
will  be  celebrating  homecom- 
ing on  Sunday,  October  7.  This 
service  will  feature  special 
music  from  Ikie  and  Annie 
Belle  Hines.  The  chancel  choir, 
directed  by  Nina  Grace 
Register,  will  present  a  choral 
rendition  of  "How  Majestic  Is 
Thy  Name,"  by  Michael  W. 
Smith.  The  sermon,  "It's  Time 
to  Come  Back  Home,"  taken 
from  Luke  15:11-32,  will  be 
delivered  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  K.  David  Hines.  Im- 
mediately following  the 
morning  worship  service,  lunch 
will  be  served  on  the  grounds. 
Friends  and  former  members 
are  especially  invited  to  attend. 


Arapahoe  Women  to 
Have  Bazaar 

The  Women's  Auxiliary  of 
Arapahoe  Church,  Arapahoe, 
will  hold  a  bazaar  on  Saturday, 
October  6,  at  the  church.  The 
time  of  the  event  will  be  9 
a.m. -3  p.m.  Proceeds  from  this 
bazaar  will  go  to  the  denomina- 
tional enterprises.  Items 
available  will  be  homemade 
crafts  (including  Christmas 
items)  and  baked  goods. 

Folkstone  Church  to 
Observe  Homecoming 

The  Folkstone  Church,  Holly 
Ridge,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 14.  Immediately  follow- 
ing the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice, lunch  will  be  served  in  the 


fellowship  hall.  A  singspiratio 
is  scheduled  in  the  afternool 
with  choirs  from  visitinj 
churches.  The  pastor,  the  Rev 
Ronnie  Parker,  and  the  cor 
gregation  invite  all  to  attem 
this  day's  activities. 

Homecoming  at 

New  Bethlehem  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  ob 
served  at  New  Bethlehen 
Church,  Route  1,  Grantsboro 
on  Sunday,  October  14 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Homecoming  Planned  for 
Hugo  Church 

Homecoming  services  will  b 
held  at  Hugo  Church,  Route  2 
Grifton,  on  October  14.  Th 
Rev.  Tom  Miller,  pastor,  wil 
be  bringing  the  morning 
message.  Lunch  will  follow  || 
the  fellowship  building 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend.  1 

Homecoming  Day  Planned 
At  Cabin  Church 

Homecoming  will  be  oi 
served  at  Cabin  Church 
Beulaville,  on  Sunday,  Octobe 
14.  Everyone  is  invited  to  aa 
tend  the  day's  activities. 

Rose  Hill  Church  to  Observe 
Homecoming  Day 

Homecoming  will  be  held  o: 
Sunday,  October  7,  at  Rose  Hill 
Church,  Route  1,  Wintervill€ 
Sunday  school  will  begin  at  1 
a.m.,  followed  by  the  mornin, 
worship  service  at  11  a.m.  Th 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Leon  Harris 
will  bring  the  homecomini 
message. 

Lunch  will  be  served  in  th 
fellowship  building  followinj 
the  morning  worship  service 
There  will  be  an  afternoon  sing 
ing  beginning  at  1:30  p.m 
featuring  the  Messengers  o 
Winterville.  All  former  pastors 
members  and  friends  are  in 
vited  to  attend. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTISr 


Western  Conference  to  Meet 

The  98th  Annual  Session  of 
he  Western  Conference  of  the 
)riginal  Free  Will  Baptists  of 
Jorth  Carolina  will  be  held  at 
Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level, 
n  October  18.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows: 

MORNING  SESSION 
E>:  30— Hymn 

i<: 35— Devotions,  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells 
c( :  50 — Welcome,    the    Rev.  Donald 
Coates 

—Response,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Yates 
—Roll  Call  of  Ministers,  Clerk 

—  Roll  Call  of  Churches,  Clerk 
—Recognition  of  Visitors,  Modera- 
tor 

—Moderator's  Remarks,  the  Rev. 

Floyd  B.  Cherry 
—Partial    Report   of  Credential 

Committee 
—Business  Session 
13:45— Report  of  Children's  Home 
—Report  of  Retirement  Homes 
:  00— Hour  of  Worship 
—Offering 

—  Special  Music,  Host  Church 
—Conference  Message,  the  Rev. 

Harry  Brown 
2:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
]l : 00 — Devotions,   the   Rev.  Dennis 

Sherrod 
1:10— Report  of  Cragmont 

—Report  of  Superannuation 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 
—Report  of  Church  Finance  Asso- 
ciation 

—Report  of  Carolina  Bible  In- 
stitute 

—Report   of   Free   Will  Baptist 
Press 

—Report  of  Foreign  Missions 
—Report  of  Home  Missions 
—Report  of  Board  of  Ordination 
—Report  of  State  Convention 
—Report  of  Executive  Committee 
|      —Report  of  Temporary  Commit- 
tees 

—Report  of  Credentials  Commit- 
tee 

—Report  of  Treasurer 
i      —Final  Business  Session 

—Closing   Devotions,    the  Rev. 
Billy  Toler 

—Adjournment 
long  Leader,  the  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Cox 
Pianist,  Host  Church 

Albemarle  Conference  to  Meet 

I  The  40th  Annual  Session  of 
[he  Albemarle  Conference  of 
priginal  Free  Will  Baptists  of 
North  Carolina  will  meet  at 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Roper,  on 
Wednesday,  October  10.  The 

fHE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
9 : 30  — Devotions,    Mrs.  Christine 
Waters 

9:40— Welcome,  Mr.  Lloyd  Jones  Jr. 

—  Response,  Mr.  Ervin  Foreman 
9:45— Conference  Called  to  Order 

—  Adoption  of  Program   as  the 
Order  of  Business 

—  Enrollment  of  Churches 

—  Enrollment    of    Ministers  and 
Delegates 

—  Delegates  from  Other  Church 
Bodies 

10:15— Moderator's  Address 

—  Appointment   of  Temporary 
Committees: 

Resolution 

Temperance 

Nominating 

—  Morning  Offering 
—Report  of  Standing  Boards: 

Executive  Committee 

Board  of  Trustees 

Board  of  Education 

Board  of  Missions 

Board  of  Ordination 
11 : 20— Announcements 
11:25— Special  Music,  Host  Church 

—  Message,  the  Rev.  Charlie  Over- 
ton 

12:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1 :00— Devotions,    the    Rev.  Bobby 
Brown 

1:10— Memorial   Service,    the  Rev. 

Frank  Thigpen 
1:20— Report  of  State  Convention 
—Report  of  Mount  Olive  College 

—  Report   of   Free    Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home 

—Report   of   Free    Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

—  Report  of  Retirement  Homes 

—  Report  of  Cragmont 

—  Report  of  Church  Finance  Asso- 
ciation 

—  Report  of  Foreign  Missions 

—  Report  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension 

2:10— Business: 

Report  of  Temporary  Commit- 
tees 

Report  of  Treasurer 
Appointment   of   Delegates  of 
Church  Bodies 

Announcement   of   Next  Con- 
ference 
Reading  of  Minutes 

—  Adjournment  and  Benediction 

Upcoming  Events  at 
Little  Rock  Church 

Charles  R.  Swindoll's 
Strengthening  Your  Grip  film 
series  will  be  shown  at  Little 
Rock  Church,  Lucama,  each 


Sunday  evening,  September  30 
through  November  4.  The  films 
will  be  shown  at  7  p.m. 

Film  1 :  Priorities  tells  of  the 
freedom  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  urgent. 

Film  2:  Aging  tells  about 
refusing  to  shift  your  life  into 
neutral. 

Film  3:  Leisure  calls  atten- 
tion to  all  workaholics  and 
churchaholics. 

Film  4:  Godliness  tells  of  the 
perils  of  hothouse  Christianity. 

Film  5:  Attitudes  tells  of  the 
foods  one  serves  the  mind. 

Film  6:  Authority  tells  of  a 
hope  for  a  talk-back  fight-back 
world. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  come 
and  enjoy  these  showings. 

Mount  Tabor  Church 
To  Have  Homecoming 

Homecoming  will  be  ob- 
served at  the  Mount  Tabor 
Church,  near  Creswell,  on  Oc- 
tober 14,  1984.  Sunday  school 
will  be  at  10  a.m.  The  morning 
worship  service  will  be  at  11 
a.m.  The  Rev.  Dewitt  Cleve  of 
Morehead  City  will  be  bringing 
the  message.  Lunch  will  be 
served  on  the  church  grounds 
at  noon,  followed  by  a  singing  in 
the  afternoon.  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Thigpen,  invites 
everyone  to  attend. 

Homecoming  to  Be  Held  at 
Christian  Chapel  Church 

Homecoming  services  will  be 
held  at  Christian  Chapel 
Church,  Route  1,  Pink  Hill,  on 
October  7.  Morning  worship 
services  will  begin  at  11  a.m. 
Lunch  will  be  served  at  noon. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

Youth  Plan  Musical  Production 

The  Youth  Choir  of  Marlboro 
Church,  Route  1,  Farmville, 
will  present  the  musical,  "Kid's 
Praise  4:  Singsational  Ser- 
vant," on  Wednesday  evening, 
October  10.  This  musical  ex- 
plores man's  servanthood  to 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SCHOOL  "DAZE" 


Free  Will  Baptist  Missionary  families  with  Phil 
Shepard.  The  guitar  was  a  present  to  Phil  from  the  families. 
They  are  in  front  of  the  Baker  Apartment  at  25-B  Samar 
Avenue,  Quezon  City. 

The  forty-minute  drive  through  the  crowded 
city  streets,  over  the  reclaimed  rice  paddies,  and 
up  the  winding  foothill  road  was  uneventful.  The 
ever  faithful  Ford  Fiera  truck  responded  well  to 
the  experienced  hand  of  its  driver,  Fred.  Out  the 
back  we  watched  as  Willem  guided  the  little 
Toyota  Wagon  to  within  inches  of  our  bumper  at 
every  stop.  The  kids  always  got  a  kick  out  of  Un- 
cle Willem's  infectious  grin  as  he  slipped  in  and 
out  of  traffic  behind  us. 

We  had  arrived.  It  was  July  23,  1984,  and  the 
final  day  of  registration  for  students  entering 
Faith  Academy,  situated  in  the  Antipolo  Hills 
just  outside  of  Manila,  had  come.  The  Baker, 
Barnard,  and  van  der  Plas  children  were 
registered  and  fees  were  paid. 

The  drive  back  to  Manila  was  quieter.  Heavy 
rains  had  caught  us  off  guard.  Everyone  was 
drenched.  But  the  real  reason  for  the  quietness 
was  the  fact  that  we  had  two  less  passengers  and 
much  less  cargo.  Bicycles,  suitcases,  boxes 
loaded  with  personal  effects  were  safely  tucked 
away  inside  the  elementary  dormitory  and  the 
7th-10th  grade  girl's  dorm  on  the  campus  of 
Faith.  Jeffrey  and  Shanna  were  not  coming 
home  today.  For  Jackie  and  me  the  moisture  in 
our  eyes  was  more  than  just  raindrops. 

This  was  to  be  Jeff's  first  experience  away 
from  Mom  and  Dad.  For  Shanna,  her  second.  She 
experienced  dorm  life  in  1982-83.  That  year  had 
been  tough  on  all  of  us.  This  year  won't  be  any 
easier.  Last  year  we  had  been  able  to  live 
together  while  we  studied  language.  That  was 
great! 

We  had  left  with  second  grader  Jeffrey  a 
veritable  cyclone  of  activity.  He  knew  many  of 
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his  new  dorm  mates  from  last  year.  We  had  t 
round  him  up  to  say  good-bye.  His  dorm  parent! 
are  Steve  and  Rhonda  Schwarze.  This  is  thei 
first  year  as  "Aunt  and  Uncle"  to  16  live  wires.! 

Ninth  grader  Shanna  was  much  more  in  cor 
trol.  Her  bags  were  unpacked,  and  her  clothin, 
and  personal  effects  were  all  neatly  arrangei 
within  the  hour.  Then,  her  three  roommates  blev 
in  with  typical  teenage  vitality  and  volume.  Urjj 
cle  Rich  and  Aunt  Pat  Spencer  will  have  thei 
hands  full  with  20  screaming  girls  this  year!  J 

Tough  decisions  are  a  part  of  the  daily  live, 
of  most  missionaries.  None  are  any  tougher  thai, 
those  concerning  our  immediate  families.  This  ii 
especially  true  in  the  area  of  whether  or  not  t< 
place  our  children  in  boarding  school.  Not  even 
family  reaches  the  same  conclusion.  Often,  ther< 
is  no  "right"  answer,  only  a  "best"  answer 
Sometimes,  even  the  best  answer  is  not  a  goo< 
one.  It  is  in  areas  close  to  our  hearts  where  w< 
need  your  prayers  most. 

Please  pray  for  your  missionaries  and  thei] 
families. 

Charles  and  Jackie  Barnan 


Jeff  and  Charles  in  Jeff's  room,  an  elementary  dorm. 


Jeff,  Shanna,  and  Jackie  standing  beside  Jeff's  dor 
overlooking  Victoria  Valley. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


ATTENTION 

Co:  Churches  and  Pastors  of 

I  Eastern  Conference 

from:  The  Eastern  Conference 

i  Missions  Board  and  Camp 
Vandemere  Board  of  Direc- 
tors 

The  Eastern  Conference,  dur- 
ng  its  annual  sitting  with  the 
(Jridgeton  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  referred  the  following 
esolutions  to  the  Executive 
Joard  of  the  Conference. 

Resolution  I:  In  view  of  the 
need  of  increased  enthusiasm 
and  information  as  to  what  is 
happening,  or  should  happen,  in 
the  areas  of  missions  and 
evangelism  both  on  the  church 
level  and  in  our  Conference  pro- 
grams and  youth  activities; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RE- 
SOLVED, that  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference annual  setting  include  an 
:  Evangelism  and  Missions  rally 
combined,  and  that  this  rally  be 
held  on  Wednesday  night  during 
the  annual  setting  of  the  Con- 
ference ; 

That  the  rally  be  planned  to  in- 
clude pertinent  and  proper  infor- 
mation as  to  happenings  in  the 
Conference  missions  program 
and  the  youth  work  as  it  relates  to 
summer  camp  activities  in 
evangelistic  and  stewardship 
programs  carried  on  in  the  Con- 
ference area. 

That  this  responsibility  be 
designated  to  the  Missions  Board 
of  the  Conference  and  that  they 
be  charged  with  the  responsibili- 
ty of  preparing  and  advertising 
such  a  meeting  and  that  they 
solicit  full  cooperation  of  all  the 
churches  in  the  Conference. 

By  motion  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Missions  Board  for 
study  as  to  possible  implementa- 
tion and  involvement  of  Camp 
Vandemere. 

This  resolution  was  studied 
3y  the  Executive  Committee 
md  the  Conference  Mission 
Board  and  implemented  on 
Wednesday  evening,  October 
BO,  1982,  during  the  annual  sit- 
ting of  the  Conference  with 
Holly  Springs  Church. 


Moreover,  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference in  its  annual  meeting 
October  20,  21,  1982,  did  pass 
the  following  resolution:  "Be  it 
resolved,  that  we  encourage  the 
churches  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference to  refrain,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  scheduling 
revivals  during  the  week  of  the 
Conference"  (Yearbook  1983, 
p.  369,  Resolution  #1). 

A  successful  Eastern  Con- 
ference Mission/Camp  Vande- 
mere program  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening,  October 
19,  1983,  during  the  annual  sit- 
ting of  the  Conference  with 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission 
of  Wilmington. 

The  annnual  sitting  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  will  be 
held  this  year  at  Camp 
Vandemere,  October  24,  25, 
1984.  The  Eastern  Conference 
Mission  Board  and  Camp 
Vandemere  Board  have 
planned  a  program  to  be  held 
on  Wednesday  evening  begin- 
ning at  7:30.  We  are  requesting 
Free  Will  Baptist  pastors  and 
laypersons  from  all  over  the 
Eastern  Conference  to  come 
and  join  with  us  in  a  united  way 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  program  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  and  its  expanding 
ministries  through  missions 
and  Camp  Vandemere. 

These  Conference  ministries 
need  the  prayer  and  gift  sup- 
port from  all  the  church  and 
Free  Will  Baptist  people  in  the 
Conference.  Therefore,  we  are 
requesting  that  gifts  be  sent 
from  each  church  to  be  re- 
ceived in  offering  during  the 
service  on  Wednesday  evening. 

We  respectfully  request  that 
the  churches  of  the  Conference 
comply  with  the  above  resolu- 
tions and  join  with  the  Con- 
ference in  building  a  strong 
missions  and  camping 
ministry  within  the  Eastern 
Conference. 


Let  pastors  and  congrega- 
tions from  all  over  the  Eastern 
Conference  join  with  us  there  at 
Camp  Vandemere  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  October  24,  at 
7 : 30,  in  a  united  effort  to  build  a 
bigger  and  better  conference 
that  will  benefit  our  people  and 
glorify  our  Saviour. 

Walter  J.  Sutton 


THE 

CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

by  Bass  Mitchell 

One  of  the  false  assumptions 
regarding  the  Sunday  school  is 
that  it  is  primarily  for  children. 
To  be  sure  working  with 
children  is  a  vital  part  of  its 
ministry.  However,  Sunday 
school  is  equally  important  and 
necessary  for  adults.  This 
whole  area  of  Christian  adult 
education  is  a  key  to  growth 
and  improvement,  not  only  for 
the  Sunday  school,  but  for  the 
whole  life  and  work  of  the 
church. 

A  rather  disturbing  trend 
over  recent  decades  is  a  sharp 
decline  in  adult  Sunday  school 
classes.  Examine  your  own 
adult  classes.  Are  you  grow- 
ing? Are  your  adult  classes  well 
attended?  Are  their  needs  and 
concerns  being  addressed  and 
met? 

Recognizing  the  importance 
of  Christian  adult  education, 
pastors,  superintendents, 
boards  of  Christian  education, 
and  Sunday  school  councils 
should  concentrate  their  study 
and  work  in  this  area.  I  would 
recommend  Dick  Murray's 
book,  Strengthening  the  Adult 
Sunday  School  Class,  as  an  ex- 
cellent resource.  It  was 
published  by  Abingdon  Press, 
1981.  It  provides  many  useful 
ideas  for  enriching  the  adult 
Sunday  school  class  in  small 
churches. 

( Continued  on  Page  15 ) 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 


'A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 


SPONSORSHIP  PROGRAM 

The  Sponsorship  Program  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Children's  Home  is  designed  for  an  individual  or 
group,  through  financial  means  of  support  to  the 
Children's  Home,  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  needs 
of  a  child.  Through  this  program,  a  group  or  in- 
dividual can  provide  gifts,  educational  expenses, 
clothing,  camp,  etc.,  to  a  child  in  need. 

There  are  four  different  types  of  sponsorship. 
However,  you  may  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  partially, 
such  as  Christmas  and  Birthday  only,  or  Camp.  If 
you  wish  to  sponsor  a  child,  please  contact  the 
Children's  Home  to  inform  us  as  to  how  you  would 
like  to  handle  sponsorship. 

We  appreciate  your  concern  and  interest  and 
any  help  you  can  give  in  helping  us  to  better  meet 
the  needs  of  our  children. 

TYPES  OF  SPONSORSHIP 
Special  Events,  $25  per  month,  includes 
Birthday:        $15  per  year 
Christmas:      $80  per  year 
Camp:  $85  per  year 

Work  Reward/ 

Allowance :  $10  per  month 

Educational  and  Activity,  $20  per  month,  includes 
Fees  for  school  trips 
Sports 

Music  Lessons 
School  Pictures 

Clothing,  $30  per  month 

Will  meet  the  clothing  needs  of  a  child 

Psychological  and  Medical,  $25  per  month,  includes 
Cost  of  psychological  services 
Medicines  and  medical  supplies 

Total  Sponsorship  of  a  child  per  month  =  $  100 
Total  Sponsorship  of  a  child  per  year     =  $1,200 

^  Office  (919)  235-2161  •  P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  North  Carolina  27557  -"/ 


EMPLOYMENT  VACANCY 
AVAILABLE  IN  CHILD  CARI, 

Position:  Relief  Cottage  Super, 
visors  (Man  and  Wife  Team 

Position  Available:  October  51  j 
1984 

Duties:  Full-time  supervision 
of  children  in  an  in-residen 
setting,  providing  guidance! 
structure,  cooking  of  meals 
some  cleaning  and  laundr 
duties,  and  reporting  of  chil< 
activities  and  behaviors  t(| 
Social  Staff  and  counselors  01 
a  daily  basis. 

Qualifications:  Christians 
Minimum  of  21  years  of  age 
No  children  preferred  due  ti1 
the  transient  nature  of  thi: 
position  (moving  from  cot 
tage  to  cottage  daily); 
Genuine  concern  for  meeting 
the  needs  of  children.  Ex 
perience  preferred,  but  n<a| 
required.  High  Schoo: 
graduate  or  equivalent. 

Salary:  Negotiable,  based  oil 
qualifications  and  experi 
ence. 

Send  letter  of  inquiry  to: 
Sam  Pittman 
Director  of  Child  Care 
Free   Will   Baptist  Chi! 

dren's  Home 
P.O.  Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 

Need  Immediate  Response! 
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COLLEGE  REPRESENTATIVES  CONTINUE  VISITS 

Mount  Olive  College,  along  with  other  North  Carolina  colleges 
uid  universities,  is  continuing  to  participate  in  College  Day  pro- 
grams of  local  high  schools  and  technical  colleges. 

Please  check  the  schedule  to  see  when  programs  will  be  held  in 
'/our  area  and  encourage  prospective  students  to  talk  to  the  Mount 
jlive  College  representative. 

The  schedule  for  October  1-12: 


Wednesday,  October  3 

5:00-  8:00 


hursday,  October  4 

9:30-  1:00 
1:00-  2:00 

iriday,  October  5 

8:30-  9:45 
10:30-12:00 
1:30-  2:30 

londay,  October  8 

9:00-10:00 
10:30-11:30 
1:00-  2:00 
7:00-  9:00 


Winston-Salem/Forsyth  County  public  schools  (Parkland, 
Ft.  J.  Reynolds,  East,  North  and  West  Forsyth)  and 
Winston-Salem  area  private  schools  (Bishop  McGuin- 
ness,  Forsyth  Country  Day,  Salem  Academy)  at  the 
Public  Schools  Career  Center,  Winston-Salem. 


South  Stokes  High  School,  Walnut  Cove 
North  Stokes  High  School,  Danbury 


Davie  County  High  School,  Mocksville 
Starmount  High  School,  Boonville 
Forbush  High  School,  East  Bend 


Chatham  Central  High  School,  Bear  Creek 
Jordan  Matthews  High  School,  Siler  City 
Northwood  High  School,  Pittsboro 
Chapel  Hill  Senior  High  School,  Chapel  Hill 


iiesday,  October  9 

9:00-10:00 
10:30-11:30 
1:00-  2:00 


Southern  Alamance  High  School,  Graham 
Eastern  Alamance  High  School,  Mebane 
Orange  High  School,  Hillsborough 

Wednesday,  October  10 

8:30-  9:30    Western  Alamance  High  School,  Elon  College 
10:00-11:00   Graham  High  School,  Graham 
1:30-  2:30   Bartlett- Yancey  High  School,  Yanceyville 

hursday,  October  11 

9:00-10:30 
11:00-12:30 
4:00-  9:00 

riday,  October  13 

8:45-10:00 
10:30-12:00 


Williams  High  School,  Burlington 
Cummings  High  School,  Burlington 

Greensboro  City  and  Guilford  County  Schools  at  the  Exhibi- 
tion Hall,  Greensboro  Coliseum  Complex 

High  Point  Central  High  School,  High  Point 
T.  Wingate  Andrews  High  School,  High  Point 


FACULTY 
JPEAKING  ENGAGEMENTS 
Sunday,  October  7 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
lent,    Pleasant   Hill  Church, 

ayne  County,  10  a.m.  com- 
ined  Sunday  school  classes 
nd  11  a.m.  worship  service, 
he  Rev.  Henry  W.  Armstrong 

pastor. 

Frank  Harrison,  chaplain,  La 
Irange  Church,  La  Grange, 
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Family  Life  Conference. 
Topics;  11  a.m.  — "The  Family 
as  God's  Plan,"  5  p.m.  — "Mar- 
riage Enrichment,  Keeping  a 
Good  Thing  Going"  and  6:45 
p.m.  — "Teens  and  Communica- 
tion." The  Rev.  Ronnie 
Hobgood  is  pastor. 

Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of 
admissions,  Memorial  Church, 
Chocowinity,  11  a.m.  worship 


service.  The  Rev.  James  Evans 
is  pastor. 

STUDENTS  RECEIVE 
BIBLES 


Debbie  Outlaw  and  Frank  Harrison 

As  a  contribution  to  the 
spiritual  development  of  its 
students,  Mount  Olive  College 
gives  Bibles  each  year  to  in- 
coming students.  Debbie 
Outlaw,  a  student  from  Rooty 
Branch  Church  is  shown  receiv- 
ing her  Bible  from  Frank  R. 
Harrison,  College  Chaplain, 
during  chapel  services  on  Oc- 
tober 18. 

The  cost  of  the  Bibles  is 
underwritten  by  the  "Stephen 
A.  and  Bertha  S.  Smith  Endow- 
ment." The  Endowment  con- 
sists of  a  bequest  by  the  late 
Mr.  Smith  (October  15, 
1905-March  30,  1984)  and  gifts 
in  honor  and  in  memory  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  (September  9, 
1908— October  8,  1979). 

Affectionally  known  through- 
out the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  as  "Ma"  and 
"Pa,"  the  Smiths  were  long- 
time residents  of  Beulaville, 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  Smith 
served  as  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  for  forty-six  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion which  in  1951  recom- 
mended the  establishing  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  remained 


(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER  7 

Scripture  Reading— Matthew  15-17 

HOW  ENEMY  WAS  OVERCOME ! 
A  remarkable  visitation  of  the  Spirit,  a 
demonstration  of  answer  to  prayer,  is  recorded 
by  the  Rev.  Reuben  Emerson  of  Wakefield, 
Massachusetts.  An  organized  band  of  infidels 
was  broken  up  solely  through  concerted  prayer 
by  a  few  faithful  praying  Christians.  No  other 
means  was  used.  The  infidel  club  held  regular 
meetings  to  promote  their  line  of  thought  and  at- 
tracted many  young  men  of  the  city.  The  situa- 
tion was  alarming.  It  was  felt  that  argument  or 
force  would  be  futile,  so  they  resolved  to  pray 
down  victory.  They  were  joined  by  many  praying 
people  who  learned  of  their  gatherings  to  pray 
solely  for  these  spreaders  of  poison.  They 
claimed  the  promises  and  prayed  on.  One  day 
the  infidel  leader  was  brought  under  powerful 
conviction.  He  sought  out  a  Christian  and  was 
saved.  Then  one  after  another  of  the  band  from 
week  to  week  came  under  the  same  conviction. 
Nearly  every  member  was  converted.  The  whole 
community  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  work  of 
the  divine  Spirit.  Not  a  word  of  controversy  or 
rebuke  had  been  said  to  these  men. 


Like  those  at  Pentecost,  they  had  asked, 
"What  shall  we  do?" 


MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Matthew  18-20 

WHEN  THE  SPIRIT  LEADS 
The  story  of  missions  in  more  modern  times 
tells  of  missionaries  whose  plans  have  been 
changed  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Judson  wanted  to  go 
to  India,  but  his  course  was  changed  and  he  went 
to  Burma  instead.  When  David  Livingstone  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  read  an  appeal  for  mis- 
sionaries to  go  to  China  and  he  decided  to  go.  His 
next  decision  was  to  be  a  medical  missionary. 
With  this  in  view  he  began  to  complete  his 
medical  studies.  About  the  time  he  was  ready  to 
go,  the  Opium  War  broke  out  and  Englishmen 
could  not  go  to  China.  Robert  Moffat  was  in 
England  at  that  time  telling  of  the  South  African 
mission.  Livingstone  was  interested  in  Moffat's 
story  and  said:  "What  is  the  use  of  waiting  for 
the  end  of  this  abominable  Opium  War?  I  will  go 
at  once  to  Africa." 


Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  led  Livingstone  tc 
Africa  and  the  dreadful  slave  trade  was  laid  bare 
to  the  world. 


TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Matthew  21,  22 

"ONE  WHO  FALLS  DOWN  BESIDE  US" 
Miss  Estella  Myers,  a  missionary  working 
among  the  Karre  people  of  French  Equatorial 
Africa,  had  tried  hard  to  explain  to  native 
helpers  the  meaning  of  the  "Comforter."  Inf 
order  to  find  something  fitting,  she  had  ex- 
plained the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  He  en- 
courages, exhorts,  and  admonishes,  protects, 
comforts,  and  guides  the  Christian.  Finally  they 
exclaimed,  "Oh,  if  anyone  would  do  all  that  for 
us,  we  would  say,  'He's  the  one  who  falls  down 
beside  us.'  "  When  porters,  carrying  heavy  loads 
on  their  heads,  go  long  journeys,  they  may 
become  sick  and  straggle  to  the  end  of  the  line  of 
carriers.  Finally,  they  may  collapse  and  be 
killed  and  eaten  by  wild  animals  during  the 
night.  If  someone  passing  sees  them  prostrate^ 
there,  and  stoops  to  pick  them  up  and  help  them 
to  safety,  they  speak  of  such  a  person  as  "the  one 
who  falls  down  beside  us." 


It  is  this  expression  which  the  missionary 
translator  took  as  the  translation  of  "Comforter'  , 
for  this  is  the  One  who  sustains,  protects,  and 
keeps  the  children  of  God  on  their  journey! 
toward  their  heavenly  Home. 


WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Matthew  23,  24 

OUR  AIM  IN  LIFE 

The  Kurku,  a  hill  tribe  in  India  of  some  98,0(M| 
people,  have  as  their  supreme  desire  and  objec, 
tive  in  life  to  be  filled  with  demons.  When  filled| 
they  believe,  their  lives  will  be  immune  to  attacl 
or  harm  from  the  evil  forces.  Oh  yes,  they 
believe  in  God,  a  good  spirit,  who  created  th< 
world  and  created  them.  But  he  does  them  n< 
harm,  so  they  worship  the  evil  spirits. 

But  what  would  happen  if  98,000  of  God's  peo 
pie  in  this  land  had  as  their  supreme  aim  in  life  t< 
be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit? 
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I  The  Church  of  Christ  would  awaken,  and 
hfore  very  long  a  veritable  stream  of  mis- 
tonaries  would  be  going  forth  that  such  poor 
;>uls  as  the  demon  worshipers  of  India  might 
har  of  our  Saviour. 


HURSDAY, 

October 
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i  ripture  Reading— Matthew  25,  26 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT'S  WORK 
In  St.  Peter's,  Cologne,  there  are  two  pic- 
Hres  of  the  crucifixion  of  Peter,  that  stand  side 
1/  side,  and  the  existence  of  these  two  pictures  is 
icplained  in  this  way.  In  the  beginning  of  the  19th 
ijntury,  when  Napoleon  came  and  ransacked 
II  city,  he  robbed  St.  Peter's  of  one  of  those  two 
ijctures— the  original— and  took  it  away.  While 
:\e  first  picture  was  taken  away  from  the  city, 
le  artist,  in  the  absence  of  the  original,  painted 
bother  picture.  In  time  the  original  was 
istored,  and  the  two  were  placed  side  by  side, 
jxperts  now  say  that  there  is  so  little  difference 
Stween  the  two  pictures  you  cannot  tell  which  is 
le  original.  In  the  absence  of  the  original,  the 
Hist  painted  another  picture  of  Peter. 
I  Now,  that  is  the  glorious  work  of  the  Spirit, 
he  Original  is  absent.  Jesus  is  in  Heaven.  But 
le  Holy  Spirit  is  here,  and  He  is  the  master  Ar- 
jst  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Original,  He  is 
ainting  the  likeness  of  Jesus  upon  the  unworthy 
jinvas  of  your  life  and  mine. 


May  we  be  worthy  copies  of  the  Original! 
onformed  to  His  likeness! 


1  RID  AY, 
OCTOBER 
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jripture  Reading— Matthew  27,  28 

HOW  GOD  LED  JUDSON 
Adoniram  Judson  clearly  was  appointed  by 
le  Holy  Ghost  to  the  ministry  among  the 
eathen.  He  reached  Calcutta  in  the  summer  of 
312  full  of  ardor  for  preaching  the  gospel,  only  to 
3ceive  peremptory  orders  from  the  British 
rovernment  to  leave  the  country  at  once  and 
sturn  to  America.  With  sad  hearts  the  little  mis- 
ionary  company  retreated  to  the  Isle  of  France, 
ondering  why  what  had  seemed  a  wide  and  ef- 
ictual  door  opened  to  them  should  now  be 
iolently  shut.  But  with  unconquerable  deter- 
lination,  they  returned  again  to  India,  reaching 
ladras  in  the  following  June.  Once  more  their 
urpose  was  thwarted,  and  once  more  they  were 
rdered  from  the  country;  and  being  compelled 
)  quit  the  land,  with  heavy  hearts  they  fled  to 
angoon,  to  a  place  which  Judson  had  declared 
lat  he  regarded  with  the  utmost  aversion  as  a 
lissionary  field.  There  he  was  permitted  to 
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stay,  only  to  find  bonds  and  imprisonments 
awaiting  him.  "How  mysterious  the  ways  of 
God! "  he  must  have  exclaimed  many  times.  But 
all  is  clear  now.  Judson  was  forbidden  by  the 
Spirit  to  enter  India  because  God  would  have  him 
in  Burma.  There,  among  its  wild  tribes,  was  "a 
people  prepared  for  the  Lord."  Park  Street 
Church  in  Boston,  whose  call  the  Spirit  con- 
strained Judson  to  decline,  is  still  a  large  body, 
numbering  perhaps  a  thousand  members. 


But  the  Church  in  Burma  which  that  same 
Spirit  led  Judson  to  found  numbers  today  thirty 
thousand  communicants. 


SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Mark  1-3 

KILLING  THE  GUIDE 

Sir  Samuel  Baker  relates  the  following  inci- 
dent: "Many  years  ago,  when  the  Egyptian 
troops  first  conquered  Nubia,  a  regiment  was 
destroyed  by  thirst  in  crossing  the  Nubian 
desert.  The  men,  being  upon  a  limited  allowance 
of  water,  suffered  from  extreme  thirst;  and, 
deceived  by  the  appearance  of  a  mirage  that  ex- 
actly resembled  a  beautiful  lake,  they  insisted  on 
being  taken  to  its  banks  by  the  Arab  guide.  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  guide  assured  them  that  the  lake 
was  unreal,  and  he  refused  to  lose  the  precious 
time  by  wandering  from  his  course.  Words  led  to 
blows,  and  he  was  killed  by  the  soldiers,  whose 
lives  depended  upon  his  guidance.  The  whole 
regiment  turned  from  the  track  and  rushed 
toward  the  welcome  waters.  Thirsty  and  faint, 
over  the  burning  sands  they  hurried;  heavier 
and  heavier  their  footsteps  became;  hotter  and 
hotter  their  breath  as  deeper  they  pushed  into 
the  desert,  farther  and  farther  from  the  lost 
track,  where  the  pilot  lay  in  his  blood;  and  still 
the  mocking  spirits  of  the  desert,  and  afreets  of 
the  mirage,  led  them  on,  and  the  lake  glistening 
in  the  sunshine,  tempted  them  to  bathe  in  its  cool 
waters,  close  to  their  eyes,  but  never  at  their 
lips.  At  length  the  delusion  vanished— the  fatal 
lake  had  turned  to  burning  sand!  Raging  thirst 
and  horrible  despair!  the  pathless  desert  and  the 
murdered  guide!  Lost!  lost!  all  lost!  Not  a  man 
ever  left  the  desert,  but  they  were  subsequently 
discovered,  parched  and  withered  corpses,  by 
the  Arabs  sent  upon  the  search." 

So  sin  lures  unwary  souls  from  the  path  of 
righteousness.  The  Holy  Spirit  warns  and  en- 
treats them. 

Him  they  grieve  and  drive  away,  and  when 
too  late  they  mourn  their  folly. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Muster  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


13 


Sunday  <£c(zoo[  Jl 


For  October  7 

HOUSEHOLD  OF  FAITH 

Lesson  Text:  Romans  12:9-13; 

Galatians  6 : 1-10 
Memory  Verse:  Galatians  6:10 

Any  one  of  twenty-four  letters 
is  used  more  often  than  Q  is. 
The  diameter  of  Betelgeuse 
swells  and  shrinks  as  much  as  a 
hundred  million  miles.  Victory 
at  Agincourt  was  due  to  the 
skill  of  English  archers. 
Someone  once  counted  11,902 
feathers  on  a  duck. 

Each  of  the  above  facts  may 
interest  some  specialist,  but 
most  of  us  couldn't  care  less. 
These  and  millions  of  other 
facts  make  no  difference  in  our 
living  today  and  tomorrow. 

So  what?  That  question  may 
be  asked  flippantly,  or  impa- 
tiently, or  scornfully;  but 
sometimes  it  is  a  good  question. 
A  fact  is  a  fact,  but  is  it  impor- 
tant? Does  it  make  any  dif- 
ference in  what  is  going  on 
now?  Specifically,  does  it  call 
for  any  response  from  me?  If 
so,  what  should  I  do  about  it? 

Paul's  letter  to  the  Romans  is 
famous  for  its  profound  doc- 
trine. But  so  what?  Does  it 
mean  anything  in  our  daily  liv- 
ing? Indeed  it  does.  Paul  is  as 
practical  as  he  is  profound.  He 
is  quite  specific  about  it. 

We  have  finished  five  lessons 
grouped  under  the  heading 
"Paul  Writes  About  Salvation." 
Now  we  are  beginning  five 
studies  under  the  heading 
"Paul  Writes  About  Daily  Liv- 
ing." If  we  have  been  asking, 
"So  what?"  Paul  now  will  give 
us  the  answer. 

Chapter  12  of  Romans  begins 
with  a  therefore.  This  looks 
back  to  the  five  lessons  we  have 
finished.  In  His  infinite  wisdom 
God  has  had  mercy  on  us  and 
provided  for  our  salvation.  On 
account  of  that  mercy  Paul 
urges  us  to  sacrifice  ourselves, 


not  killed  at  the  altar  like  some 
ancient  sheep,  but  a  living 
sacrifice  devoted  to  God's  ser- 
vice (Romans  12:1,  2). 

How  shall  we  serve?  In  dif- 
ferent ways,  as  many  different 
ways  as  we  are  different  peo- 
ple. Each  one  should  serve  in 
the  way  his  gifts  make  him 
capable  (Romans  12:3-8).  Then 
Paul  goes  on  with  some  instruc- 
tions for  all  of  us,  regardless  of 
our  differing  abilities. 

"Present  your  bodies  a  living 
sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 
God,  which  is  your  reasonable 
service"  (Romans  12:1).  This 
is  the  daily  living  that  Paul 
writes  about,  daily  living  in  the 
household  of  faith.  As  we  come 
to  know  the  joy  of  sacrifice,  as 
we  find  ourselves  more  able 
and  more  eager  to  do  good  to  all 
men,  the  prowling  devil  lurks  to 
ambush  us  with  one  more  temp- 
tation—the temptation  to  be 
proud  of  our  goodness.  So  in 
closing  the  letter  to  the  Gala- 
tians, Paul  says,  "God  forbid 
that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ" 
(Galatians  6:14). 

The  harvest  of  eternal  life 
would  be  forever  beyond  us  if  it 
depended  on  our  planting  alone. 
It  is  the  gift  of  God.  It  has  been 
bought  for  us  with  the  blood  of 
His  Son.  We  cannot  take  pride 
in  our  goodness,  but  we  can 
take  delight  in  His  promise. 

Once  there  was  a  man  in 
whose  yard  a  young  tree  was 
growing.  He  placed  a  wire 
enclosure  about  it  for  protec- 
tion, and  carefully  cultivated  it. 
When  it  was  about  five  feet  high 
a  visitor  said  it  was  an  apricot 
tree.  Another  called  it  a  nec- 
tarine tree.  But  the  owner,  over 
their  protests,  insisted  it  was  a 
peach  tree.  When  the  tree  final- 
ly began  to  bear  fruit,  the 
owner  was  shown  to  be  right. 
When  he  was  asked  how  he  was 
so  sure  it  was  a  peach  tree,  he 
replied  simply,  "I  knew  it  was  a 


peach  tree  because  I  planted  s 
peach  seed  there." 

In  the  beginning  God  decreet 
that  every  herb  should  brinj 
forth  after  its  kind,  and  it  ha!, 
invariably  done  so.  Jamei 
asked,  "Can  the  fig  tree,  mj" 
brethren,  bear  olive  berries' 
either  a  vine,  figs?"  Th< 
answer  is  no  in  both  cases,  and 
we  can  be  glad  that  it  is.  Natun 
has  a  uniformity  of  which  w< 
can  be  certain. 

The  Apostle  Paul  stated  tha1 
this  law  prevails  in  the  realm  o: 
human  behavior  also  when  h( 
said,  "He  that  soweth  to  th< 
flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  cor 
ruption;  but  he  that  soweth  t( 
the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirr. 
reap  life  everlasting."  One  car 
determine  the  harvest  of  life  bj 
the  seed  sown.  One  who  think* 
he  can  sow  to  the  flesh  and  reap 
life  eternal  of  his  seed  is  in  for  a 
rude  awakening.  It  cannot  be 
done.  To  this  fact  both  Scrip] 
ture  and  nature  attest.  If  yoiJ 
are  sowing  to  the  flesh,  quit  it 
Do  so  today.  You  will  eventual, 
ly  be  found  out  when  the  seec 
ripens. — Standard  Lesson  Com' 
mentary 


COMING  EVENTS 

October — Entire  Month  Desig( 
nated  by  the  State  Convention 
as  Superannuation  Month 

October  6 — Pee  Dee  Distric 
Auxiliary 

October  7 — World  Communioi 
Sunday 

October  8 — Central  Ordaininj 

Council,  10  a.m.,  Greenville 

First  Church 
October  8 — Eastern  Ordaininjj 

Council,  10  a.m. 
October  10— Albemarle  Confer 

ence,  Mount  Zion  Church 
October  10— Cape  Fear  Distric] 

Auxiliary,    Johnston  Unioi! 

Church 

October  //—Western  Confer 
ence  Ordaining  Council,  1) 
a.m.,  Unity  Church 
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^od,  an  aspect  of  Christianity 
ften  overlooked. 
The  production  will  begin  at 
i: 30  p.m.  ;  and  everyone  is  cor- 
ially  invited  to  attend. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
trough  October  5 

\now  Hill  Church,  Duplin  Coun- 
ty 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  William  J.  God- 
win, evangelist 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Owens, 
pastor 

labin  Church,  Beulaville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Orvin  B.  Everett 
Jr.,  pastor 

t.  Mary's  Church,  Route  4, 
Kenly 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

Prayer  room  opens  at  7:15 
p.m. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Cobb,  evan- 
gelist and  pastor 

Jctober  7-12 

^.ngola  Church,  Route  1,  Maple 
Hill 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson, 

I evangelist 
The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson, 
pastor 

October  8-12 

Christian    Chapel  Church, 
Route  1,  Pink  Hill 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Bobby  Jackson, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ed  Miles,  pastor 

First  Church,  Kinston 

The  Rev.  Ronnie  Vann  Hob- 
good,  evangelist 
The  Rev.  K.  David  Hines, 
pastor 

Vew  Bethlehem  Church,  Route 
1,  Gt  antsboro 
The    Rev.    D.    W.  Cleve, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  A.  Graham  Lane, 
pastor 

Hugo  Church,  Route  2,  Grifton 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 


The  Rev.  Jimmy  Sowers, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Tom  Miller,  pas- 
tor 

British   Chapel  Church,  near 
Kinston 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Andrew  Hill, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.   Robert  Fader, 
pastor 

October  15-19 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    John  Owens, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ronnie  Parker, 

pastor 

Spring   Hope    Church,  near 
Bridgeton 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
Prayer  room  opens  at  7:15 
p.m. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Blaney  Rowe, 
pastor 

October  22-26 

Arapahoe  Church,  Arapahoe 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Wayne  King, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.   Doug  Skinner, 

pastor 

FEATURE 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

On  the  other  hand,  to  see  the 
world  as  the  magnificent  hand- 
iwork of  God,  as  the  arena  into 
which  God  came  in  Christ  and 
the  garden  in  which  God  works, 
is  to  take  the  high  road.  Before 
the  fall,  Adam  was  in  perfect 
harmony  with  God  and  His 
world.  The  great  prophets  had 
a  deep  spirituality  and 
allegiance  to  God  and  at  the 
same  time  a  burning  desire  to 
see  justice  prevail  in  the  land, 
in  the  court,  in  the  temple,  and 
in  the  marketplace.  Jesus  can 
be  viewed  as  the  supreme  ex- 
ample of  one  who  steadfastly 
held  one  hand  onto  God  the 
Father  and  the  other  out  to  His 
brother  and  sister  in  need.  We 
are  urged  to  be  in  but  not  of  the 
world— to  touch  the  world  and 
God.  For  you  see  to  love  God  is 


to  love  neighbor  and  to  love 
neighbor  is  to  love  God.  Mother 
Teresa  said  it,  "If  you  want  to 
know  and  serve  God,  empty  the 
bedpan  of  your  sick  neighbor." 
Jesus  said  it,  "For  I  was 
hungry  and  you  gave  me  food,  I 
was  naked  and  you  clothed  me, 
I  was  sick  and  you  visited  me,  I 
was  in  prison  and  you  came  to 
me."  But  when  did  we  do  this  to 
you,  Lord?  "Truly,  I  say  to  you, 
as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these,  you  did  it  to  me."  (See 
Matthew  25:31-46.)  John  said  it 
in  his  profound  meditations  on 
love.  God  said  it  in  Christ.  In 
the  Incarnation,  the  central 
theological  truth  of  Christiani- 
ty, God  affirmed  the  necessary 
and  unique  connectedness  of 
the  divine  and  the  human,  of 
God  and  world. 

Two  ways  of  looking  at  and 
being  in  the  world.  One,  the 
world  is  totally  evil,  we  fear  it, 
we  separate  ourselves  from  it, 
like  the  Neoplatonists,  the 
gnostics,  and  Jim  Jones,  an  ex- 
treme case.  To  some  degree, 
this  view  of  the  world  has 
characterized  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists in  the  past.  But  a  subtle 
and  very  important  change  is 
taking  place.  Free  Will  Baptists 
are  beginning  to  have  a  healthy 
respect  for  God's  creative 
handiwork  in  the  physical 
universe,  and  in  the  human 
spirit,  and,  leaving  behind  the 
fear,  to  involve  ourselves  in  the 
work  of  the  world  even  as  God 
came  into  the  world  in  Christ. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


CHRISTIAN  NURTURER 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

Another  good  resource  is  Get- 
ting Started  in  Adult  Religious 
Education,  by  James  J.  Deboy 
Jr.  This  book  covers  almost  all 
the  important  aspects  for  hav- 
ing a  vital  Christian  adult 
education  program.  It  was 
published  by  Paulist  Press, 
1979. 

Both  of  these  books  can  be 
ordered  through  the  Press  or  its 
various  bookstores. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

Active  in  all  phases  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  work,  Mr.  Smith 
served  two  terms  during  the 
1950s  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  at  Middlesex. 

In  assigning  a  part  of  the  en- 
dowment for  the  purchase  of 
the  Bibles,  College  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper  declared, 
'  'We  think  it  appropriate  for  the 
Bibles  to  be  presented  as  a 
memorial  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Smith.  Both  'Ma'  and  'Pa' 
devoted  their  lives  to  sharing 
the  gospel,  and  through  these 
Bibles  they  will  have  a  con- 
tinuing ministry  beyond  their 
years  on  earth." 

The  nameplates  in  the  Bibles 
read: 

This  Bible  Has  Been  Presented  to 


A  Student  at 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Mount  Olive.  North  Carolina 
1984-85  Academic  Year 

In  Memory  of 
THE  REVEREND  AND 
MRS.  STEPHEN  A.  SMITH 

"All  scripture  is  inspired  by  God  and  is 
useful  for  teaching  the  truth,  rebuking 
error,  correcting  faults,  and  giving  in- 
struction for  the  right  living,  so  that  the 
person  who  serves  God  may  be  fully 
qualified  and  equipped  to  do  every  kind 
of  good  deed"  (2  Timothy  3:16.  17). 

MOC  DINNERS  BEGAN 
OCTOBER  1 

The  annual  dinners  for  Mount 
Olive  College  began  October  1 
in  Tarboro  and  will  end 
November  17,  at  Camp 
Vandemere  in  Pamlico  County. 
Four  thousand  people  are  ex- 
pected to  enjoy  good  eastern 
North  Carolina  barbecue  and 
Southern  fried  chicken  or 
delicious  home-cooked  meals. 
Caterers  for  all  dinners  except 


Wayne  and  Pamlico  will  in- 
clude Wilber's,  King's, 
Parker's  or  Abram's  Barbecue. 
The  Wayne  dinner  will  be  a  buf- 
fet by  the  College  food  service 
and  the  Pamlico  dinner  will 
feature  the  famous  cooking  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  women. 

The  dinner  program  will  in- 
clude an  up-date  on  the  four- 
year  curriculum  of  the  College 
and  entertainment  by  student 
musical  groups. 

No  tickets  are  sold,  but  all  in- 
terested persons— members  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
alumni  and  friends— are  in- 
vited to  make  a  contribution  in 
the  amount  of  their  choosing 
and  to  attend  as  guests  of  the 
College. 

A  goal  of  $200,000  in  contribu- 
tions has  been  set,  including 
$175,000  in  county  goals  and 
$25,000  in  special  contributions. 
Since  the  dinners  were  begun  in 
1963,  they  have  been  the  means 
of  $1,799,543  in  gifts  to  Mount 
Olive  College.  By  meeting  this 
year's  goal  of  $200,000  the 
grand  total  of  dinner  gifts  will 
reach  $2  million. 

The  dinners  were  begun  as  a 
means  of  helping  Mount  Olive 
College  develop  its  new 
110-acre  campus,  which  now 
represents  an  investment  of  $6 
million.  "The  1984  dinners  will 
serve  an  equally  important  pur- 
pose—the development  of 
Mount  Olive  into  a  four-year 
college,"  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper  declared. 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director 
of  the  dinners,  reports  that  dur- 
ing the  planning  sessions  more 
churches  were  represented  and 
that  interest  was  high  and 
vibrant.  "People  everywhere 
are  enthused  about  Mount  Olive 
becoming  a  four-year  college," 
she  said. 


The  dinners  are  open  to  t] 
public,  and  interested  persoi 
are  encouraged  to  contact  0 
dinner  chairman  in  their  cou 
ty  or  the  Free  Will  Bapti 
Church  in  their  community. 

RECITAL  SCHEDULED 

Sharon  and  Hal  Roach  wi 
appear  at  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
Mount  Olive,  on  October  11,  j 
7:30  p.m.  Their  recital,  part  < 
the  College's  1984  Cultural  Ar 
and  Lecture  Series,  will  be  he! 
in  the  downtown  campi 
auditorium.  Mr.  and  Mr 
Roach  will  entertain  with  a  pr 
gram  of  both  classical  ar 
popular  music  selections. 


FWB  PASTOR  SPEAKS 
IN  CHAPEL 


The  Rev.  Daniel  Rivers 


The  Rev.  Daniel  Rivers  I 
Blakely,  Georgia,  was  tl; 
speaker  at  the  Mount  Olive  Cc: 
lege  chapel  service  cl 
September  11.  His  message  w{| 
a  challenge  to  both  student 
and  personnel  for  purpose  arl 
commitment  in  Christian  li| 
ing. 

Mr.  Rivers  has  retired  fro  6 
the  United  States  Arnrj 
Chaplaincy  after  twenty-sevd 
years  of  service  and  is  nol 
pastor  of  Zion  Church 
Georgia. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
AND  THE  YEAR  2000: 
TOUCHING  GOD  AND  GOD'S  WORLD 

(Speech  delivered  at  the  annual  Pastors'-Superintendents'  Banquet  of  the 
North  Carolina  Sunday  State  School  Convention,  September  7,  1984,  at  Mount 
Olive  College.) 

by  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer 
Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 
(Continued  from  Last  Week) 

Part  2 


There  are  many  ways  in 
hich  these  two  emphases— 
od  and  world— are  being  and 
ill  continue  to  be  manifest.  I 
ant  to  mention  a  few. 

First,  the  vertical  dimension, 
ouching  God  means  a  deep  in- 
zr  life,  a  vibrant  and  vital 
)irituality.  Many  Free  Will 
aptists  today  desire  and  are 
scovering  that  inner  life, 
ach  a  life  calls  for  a  balance 
jtween  doctrine  and  devotion, 
orrect  doctrine  is  important; 
it  it  is  reduced  to  a  lifeless 
*eed  without  the  heartbeat  of 
ue  devotion.  Programs  can 
isily  degenerate  into  rituals 
hich  have  the  form  of 
)dliness  but  lack  the  power 
lereof .  The  spirituality  we  find 
the  great  prophets,  Jesus, 
ohn,  Paul  and  spiritual  giants 
irough  the  ages  cannot  be 
sgalistically  mandated.  It  has 
ever  and  is  not  today  resulting 
•om  a  legalistic  approach  to 
le  Christian  life.  It  is  coming 
ily  from  self-discipline,  com- 
litment,  and  openness  to 
Diritual  growth.  From  the 
esert  fathers  to  Thomas  Mer- 
>n,  there  is  a  gold  mine  of  in- 
)rmation  and  inspiration  in 
ur  2000  years  of  church 
istory,  and  our  hearts  will  be 
lcreasingly  drawn  to  learn 
'om  it  as  the  years  pass.  Our 
orporate  worship  will  be 
nhanced  by  a  deeper  under- 


standing of  what  a  worship  ser- 
vice is,  and  through  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  value  and  role 
of  silence  and  liturgy  in  wor- 
ship. 

Also,  as  our  individual  and 
corporate  spiritual  pilgrimage 
moves  nearer  the  mysterious 
and  sweet  center  of  the  divine 
life,  our  allegiance  to  God  will 
transcend  all  others  and  we  will 
see  with  our  heads  and  hearts 
that  the  living  God  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  not  the  God  of  a  par- 
ticular nation,  political  system, 
or  ideology.  I  don't  think  we  see 
this  yet,  but  we  will.  God  is  not 
a  Russian,  a  communist,  or  a 
Democrat;  but  neither  is  God 
an  American,  a  capitalist,  or  a 
Republican.  To  say  you  are  try- 
ing to  do  the  right  and  righteous 
thing,  to  invoke  God's  blessings 
on  that  effort,  is  one  thing.  To 
say,  as  some  Democrats  and 
Republicans  are  doing  here  and 
there  and  in  various  and  subtle 
ways  this  election  season,  that 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  the 
divine  mystery  and  the  divine 
energy  of  this  vast  and  magnifi- 
cant  universe  is  on  their  side,  in 
order  to  buy  a  few  cheap  votes 
is  sickening  and  it  is  blas- 
phemous. 

A  healthy  pride  in  one's 
history  and  culture,  even  in 
one's  political  party,  is 
desirable;  but  when  the  spirit 
of  loyalty  begins  to  identify  God 
with  one's  particular  country  or 


group,  it  is  dangerous  indeed. 
Theologically,  identifying  God 
with  America  or  with  a  par- 
ticular system  mocks  God's 
greatness,  making  the  divine 
over  into  a  local  deity. 
Politically,  it  attributes  divine 
blessing  to  whatever  policy  and 
action  a  government  or  group 
in  power  might  adopt  in  a  man- 
ner akin  to  Khomeini's  Iran. 
Any  nation,  our  democracy  in- 
cluded, needs  the  healthy 
criticism  of  its  citizens.  To 
naively  attribute  everything 
one's  government  does  to  the 
divine  will  is  to  sin  against  the 
God  who  transcends  nation  and 
state  and  to  eliminate  the 
possibility  of  correction  and 
healthy  growth  within  the 
system.  The  First  Amendment 
of  our  Constitution,  which 
speaks  of  "the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble  and 
to  petition  the  Government  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,"  is 
relevant  at  this  point.  I  suggest 
that  you  read  all  of  the  amend- 
ments at  least  once  a  year. 

That's  the  vertical  dimen- 
sion: a  deep  spirituality  and  an 
allegiance  to  God  above  all 
else.  The  horizontal  being  in  the 
world  is  happening  in  Free  Will 
Baptist  ranks  in  several  ways 
that  will  enable  us  to  grow  in 
numbers  and  in  effectiveness 
for  God  and  humanity  and  will 
keep  us  from  being  one  of  the 
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many  isolated  and  ineffective 
small  groups  that  will  pass 
from  the  American  scene  in  the 
late  twentieth  and  early 
twenty-first  century.  This 
reaching  out,  though  in  its  in- 
fancy, is  taking  two  forms. 

First,  the  one  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  unity,  which  Paul 
discusses  in  the  Corinthian  cor- 
respondence and  elsewhere,  is 
implanting  in  the  hearts  of  Free 
Will  Baptists  the  increasing 
recognition  that  the  body  of 
Christ  is  one.  I'm  not  talking 
about  joining  an  ecumenical 
movement.  I'm  talking  about  a 
spirit  of  unity  that  transcends 
movements.  Free  Will  Baptists 
are  discovering  the  deeper 
truth  of  the  ecumenical  move- 
ment that  is  the  spirit  of  unity 
which  fosters  an  openness  to 
other  traditions  and  a  will- 
ingness to  cooperate  in  com- 
mon causes.  Our  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Board's  willingness  to 
cooperate  with  another  group 
to  get  food  to  hungry  people  is 
but  one  example  of  this  increas- 
ing spirit  of  unity.  This  does  not 
mean  one  gives  up  one's  own 
particular  traditions  or  doc- 
trinal emphases.  We  must 
always  keep  the  best  from  our 
past.  It  does  mean  that  we 
recognize  the  common  fellow- 
ship we  have  on  one  level  with 
all  persons  who  confess  Jesus 
to  be  Lord  and  on  another  level 
with  all  persons. 

In  both  individuals  and 
groups,  insecurity  breeds 
defensiveness.  The  Hitler  story 
and  the  Jim  Jones  story  have 
been  well  documented  along 
these  lines.  Feeling  insecure 
about  one's  own  identity  and 
abilities  leads  to  a  defensive 
posture  toward  anyone  who  is 
different  and  therefore  per- 
ceived as  a  threat.  We  are  a 
young  denomination  and  have 
suffered  many  losses  in  our 
troubled  history.  But  we  are 
now  beginning  to  have  enough 
age  and,  more  importantly, 
maturity  to  move  beyond  a 
defensive,  insecure  posture  and 
toward  confidence  and  growth 
and,  with  Jonah  and  Ruth  and 


Jesus  and  Paul,  toward  the 
realization  that  God's  love  is 
broad  and  not  narrow.  Only  one 
in  about  25,000  Christians  in  the 
world  is  a  Free  Will  Baptist.  To 
be  proud  of  one's  own  tradition 
is  one  thing.  To  have  an  air  of 
superiority  which  leads  to 
separation  in  spirit  from  all 
others  who  call  Jesus  Lord  and 
from  all  others  who  see  and  do 
things  differently  from  us  is 
prideful  arrogance.  Our  little 
corner  of  Christendom  is  in- 
creasingly learning  much  from 
the  voices  of  God's  people  in 
other  places  and  other  times 
and  we  are  gaining  a  perspec- 
tive that  is  adding  depth  and  in- 
sight to  what  it  means  to  be 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

This  spirit  of  unity,  grounded 
in  the  heart  of  the  one  God,  is 
the  overarching  and  all— per- 
vasive reality  that  will  enable 
us  as  a  group  of  diverse  and  in- 
dependent minded  people  to 
speak  effectively  and  lovingly 
to  the  increasingly  complex 
and  troubling  social  and  ethical 
issues  that  confront  the  modern 
age. 

Even  as  God  was  in  Christ,  so 
we  are  increasingly  incar- 
nating ourselves  in  God's 
world.  As  we  do  this  our  atten- 
tion is  increasingly  becoming 
refocused  on  the  pressing  needs 
of  the  world  in  which  God  has 
blessed  us  to  live.  We  are 
becoming  channels  of  grace  for 
the  world  and  all  that  is  in  it. 
This  means  that  pollution,  the 
arms  race,  war,  poverty, 
hunger,  crime,  racism,  sexism, 
human  rights  abuse,  and  other 
pressing  issues  of  our  day  are 
as  much  the  legitimate  concern 
of  Christians  as  anything.  We 
are  seeing,  with  Amos,  Micah 
and  Jesus,  that  this  work  is  the 
work  of  God.  It  is  spiritual 
work.  Take  torture  and  the 
abuse  of  basic  human  rights  the 
world  over.  Over  one-half 
million  people  who  have  not 
used  or  advocated  violence  are 
being  tortured  and  killed 
because  of  their  race,  religion, 
ideas,  or  political  beliefs. 
Prisoners    of  conscience, 


isolated  from  family  a',! 
friends,  locked  away  in  jails  I 
concentration  camps,  routine! 
starved,  beaten,  subjected  u 
electric  shocks  from  wires  cc . 
nected  to  fingers,  toes,  genita. 
injected  with  injurious  doses  A 
drugs,  immersed  in  water  fd 
extended  periods  of  time,  ail 
so  forth.  The  Soviet  Union  is  J 
regular  abuser  of  human  rigtj 
in  Russia  and  in  other  countri] 
like  Afghanistan  and  PolariJ 
But  lest  we  get  self-righteod 
we  best  be  aware  of  our  ovj 
sins.  The  United  States  , 
friends  with  and  suppor^ 
economically  and  militarij 
some  dictatorial  government] 
that  are  engaged  in  similJ 
systematic  and  brutal  forms  l 
torture  and  oppression  of  inni 
cent  citizens  in  such  places  | 
South  Africa  and  the  Phili.i 
pines.  My  point  is  that  th] 
problem  of  human  rights  abu:, 
and  torture  across  the  planet 
a  Christian  concern.  If  we  a:ji 
to  be  true  to  the  spirit  of 
Amos  or  a  Micah,  we  will  s<s 
this  work  as  being  just  as  mucj 
spiritual  work  as  the  explic, 
verbal  proclamation  of  tlj 
gospel. 

I  could  talk  about  oth<j 
issues.  What  does  it  mean  to  ij 
Christians— to  be  rich  Chri| 
tians— in  a  world  where  d 
estimated  2-4,000  people  di 
every  day  of  starvation  arj 
starvation  related  disease^ 
What  is  the  Christian  view  | 
persons  and  how  does  th| 
relate  to  the  challenge  of  [ 
world  where  technology  is  a 
increasing  part  of  our  lives 
What  is  my  Christian  respon^ 
to  a  world  that  stands  on  tn 
verge  of  annihilation  b 
nuclear  weaponry?  What  is  ni| 
responsibility  to  the  temple  i 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  areas  < 
nutrition  and  exercise?  Oil 
unity  does  not  mean,  and  wi 
never  mean,  that  Christiar 
agree  on  the  specific  a] 
propriate  responses  to  thes 
and  other  issues.  It  does  mea 
that  slowly  but  surely  we  ai 
getting  involved  in  the  procej 
of  educating  ourselves  aboi 


4 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTK 


lem  and  working  to  respond 
lit  of  the  grace  and  love  of 
,;sus  Christ. 

'In  working  on  these  difficult 
iicial  and  ethical  issues,  we 
All  rediscover  an  important 
ijnphasis  in  our  tradition  that 
j  expressed  in  our  name.  Free 
nil  does  not  relate  only  to  gain- 
jig  and  losing  salvation.  The 
iminian  tradition  is  one  in 
ihich  an  individual  has  the 
]ght  and  responsibility  to  exer- 
ipe  an  independent  mind,  to 
il'ake  free  choices  in  matters  of 
lith  and  practice  within  the 
(intext  of  our  tradition  but 
ithout  coercion  from  external 
Ionian  authority.  In  ethical 
i^ues  and  in  points  of  theology, 
lid  in  an  age  of  increasing 
inial  of  individual  liberties, 
kr  people  will  learn  to  respect 
kch  other's  free  will  and  right 
I  have  a  different  perspective 
fid  we  will  be  the  richer  for  it. 
hat's  a  big  part  of  what  it 
'leans  to  be  Baptist,  and 
Specially  Free  Will  Baptist. 
|  Third,  because  it  is  an  area  in 
taich  God  has  called  me  to 
lork,  I  want  to  say  a  word 
oout  education.  As  we  stretch 
it  arms  and  hearts  horizontal- 
[  outward  toward  God's  world, 
(iucation  will  play  an  increas- 
igly  important  role.  Our 
lergy  and  our  laity  will  in- 
taasingly  have  a  well-rounded 
bneral  education.  Our  clergy, 
i  addition  to  the  well-rounded 
eneral  education,  are  slowly 
ut  surely  learning  the  pain  and 
)y  of  becoming  grounded  in 
le  traditional  disciplines  of 
ivinity  — biblical  study, 
leology,  and  church  history, 
here  will  be  a  growing  hunger 
>r  a  study  of  Greek  and 
Hebrew  because  the  written 
ford  of  God  understood  and 
ghtly  divided  is  a  powerful 
>ol  for  the  Kingdom.  For  the 
rst  time  in  the  history  of 
lount  Olive  College,  and  I 
ssume  for  the  first  time  since 
ie  organization  of  the  State 
onvention  as  a  separate  entity 
1 1962,  we  are  offering  course 
ork  in  koine  Greek.  Dr.  Pelt 
rdered   three   textbooks.  I 
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thought  he  had  ordered  three 
too  many.  He  had  to  reorder 
twice.  He's  got  eight  eager 
students  taking  Greek. 

There  are  those  who  have 
hollered  "preach  the  Word" 
and  "back  to  the  Bible."  Well, 
the  coming  years  will  be  a  time 
to  put  up  or  shut  up.  I'm  saying 
we  are  going  to  put  up.  More 
and  more  of  those  coming  into 
the  ministry  and  those  already 
on  the  field  are  going  to  get 
down  to  business  and  we're  go- 
ing to  do  some  serious  Bible 
study  in  the  years  ahead. 
Whether  in  the  context  of  for- 
mal education  or  on  your  own, 
those  of  you  who  have  paid  the 
price  in  disciplined  study  know 
there's  more  to  studying  the  Bi- 
ble and  preaching  the  Word 
than  hollering  at  75  people  on 
Sunday  morning.  In  addition  to 
serious  study  of  the  Bible,  there 
will  be  a  growing  hunger  to 
study  and  understand  the 
classic  theological  statements 
past  and  present.  We  will  want 
to  wrestle  with  men  and 
women,  theologians,  who  have 
struggled  hard  in  the  quest  for 
truth.  In  the  wake  of  practically 
no  knowledge  of  church  history 
and  very  little  knowledge  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  history,  there 
will  be  a  growing  concern  for 
lessons  that  can  be  learned 
from  God's  people  through  the 
ages. 

There  will  also  be  a  growing 
desire  to  learn  about  and  learn 
from  pilgrims  whose  sincere 
search  for  truth  have  led  them 
to  other  great  religions  of  the 
world.  No  longer  fearful  from  a 
lack  of  information  or  insecuri- 
ty, there  will  be  a  desire  to 
learn  and  listen  as  well  as 
preach.  After  all,  what  our  mis- 
sionaries want  above  all  is  for 
persons  to  give  the  gospel  a  fair 
hearing,  believing  that  if  one 
really  understands  the  good 
news,  they  will  be  attracted  to 
our  Christ.  We  have  no  right  to 
ask  someone  to  listen  to  the 
gospel  message  if  we  are  un- 
willing to  return  the  favor  and 
listen  to  them.  We  will  win  con- 
verts—the mission  work  of  our 


movement  will  go  on  and  ex- 
pand and  it  will  deepen  and 
mature,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  We  will  win  converts 
but  we  will  also  learn  from 
other  faiths.  These  two  things 
are  not  incongruous.  They  are 
not  inconsistent. 

Those  persons  who  come  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist clergy  in  the  coming  years 
will  also  become  increasingly 
skilled  at  translating  the  fruits 
their  biblical,  theological,  and 
historical  studies  into  the  lives 
of  their  people  through  effec- 
tive communication,  church 
administration,  pastoral  care, 
and  Christian  education.  Men 
like  the  Apostle  Paul, 
Augustine,  Aquinas,  Luther, 
Bonhoeffer,  and  others  are 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  the 
Christians  who  have  shaped  the 
direction  of  the  church  have 
been  persons  who  have  paid  the 
price  in  disciplined,  open- 
minded  study.  In  our  own  tradi- 
tion, we  respect  the  contribu- 
tion of  the  Dutch  theologian, 
Jacobus  Arminius,  who  himself 
was  an  avid  student  and  pro- 
fessor of  theology  at  the 
University  of  Leiden.  One's 
education  should  never  be  used 
to  justify  an  attitude  of 
superiority  which  belittles  and 
casts  suspicion  on  those  who 
have  not  had  the  benefit  of  for- 
mal education.  Rather,  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus,  all  of  one's 
talents  and  abilities  are  sur- 
rendered to  the  divine  call  in 
service  to  God  and  humanity. 
But  likewise,  an  attitude  which 
belittles  and  casts  suspicion  on 
those  who  are  educated  is  a 
form  of  reverse  discrimination 
that  will  be  overcome. 

(Continued  Next  Week) 


ATTENTION,  LADIES! 

The  1985  Devotion  is 
now  ready.  They  are 
available  in  the  branch 
stores  or  through  the  Press 
(Box  159,  Ayden,  NC 
28513).  Order  yours  today; 
$3.25  each. 
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Homecoming  to  Be  Observed 
At  Shiloh  Church 

Shiloh  Church,  Route  1, 
Pinetown,  will  have  homecom- 
ing, on  October  21.  All  former 
pastors  and  members  are  in- 
vited to  attend.  The  Rev.  Bobby 
Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Homecoming  Planned  for 
Faith  Church 

Faith  Church  of  Leland  will 
observe  homecoming  on  Oc- 
tober 21.  The  church  is  located 
on  Old  Highway  74  and  76 
across  from  Leland  Post  Office. 
There  will  be  lunch  on  the 
grounds  after  church.  Special 
services  will  be  held  in  the 
afternoon.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Roger  C.  Heath,  invites 
everyone  to  attend. 

Western  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  to  Meet 

The  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
will  meet  on  October  13, 1984,  at 
Rains  Cross  Roads  Church, 
near  Kenly.  The  theme  will  be 
"One  Day  at  a  Time."  The 
Scripture  will  be  taken  from 
Matthew  6:25-34.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows: 

MORNING  SESSION 

9:15— Registration 

9:45— "He  Keeps  Me  Singing" 
—Devotions,  Joel  Gonzalez 
—Welcome,  Mattie  Braswell 

—  President's  Remarks,  Donna 
Holland,  Union  Grove,  Wayne 
County 

10:15— Hymn,  "One  Day" 

—Offering,  Children's  Home 

—  One  Day  at  a  Time  With  Bene- 
volence, Esther  Barnes,  Little 
Rock 

—One  Day  at  a  Time  With  Mis- 
sions, Nancy  Duncan,  Free 
Union 

—One  Day  at  a  Time  With  Our 
Youth,  Nancy  Boykin,  Marsh 
Swamp 

11:00— Hymn,  "He  Leadeth  Me" 

—  Offering  and  Prayer 

—  Special  Music,  "One  Day  at  a 
Time,"  Donna  Holland 

—Convention  Message,  Florence 
Taylor,  Calvary 
12:00— Lunch 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Hymn,  "Since  Jesus  Came  Into 

My  Heart" 
—Devotions,  Agnes  Corbett,  Union 

Grove 
—Business  Session 
—Hymn,  "Jesus  Is  Calling" 

Albemarle  District 
Women  to  Meet 

Albemarle  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  be 
held  at  Sidney  Church,  Route  2, 
Belhaven,  on  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 18.  The  theme  will  be 
"Missions."  The  Scripture  will 
be  taken  from  Mark  16:15.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
9 : 45 — Registration 

10:00— Hymn,  "Must  Jesus  Bear  the 
Cross  Alone" 

—Devotions,  Mrs.  Lula  Daw 
10:15— Welcome,  Mrs.  Linda  Modlin 

—Response,  Mrs.  Eunice  Sexton 

—  President's  Greetings  and  Re- 
marks, Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

—Recognition   of  Ministers  and 

Visitors 
—Appointment  of  Committees 
10:30— Reading  of  Minutes 

—Roll  Call  of  Auxiliaries 
10:45— Mission   News,    Home  and 
Foreign 

—  Offering  for  Missions 
—Hymn,  "I'll  Go  Where  You  Want 

Me  to  Go" 
11:00— Children's  Home  Report 
—Retirement  Homes  Report 
—Offering  for  Children's  Home 
11:20— Special  Music,  Host  Auxiliary, 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Clayton 
11:30— Message,  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley 
12:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Hymn,  "To  God  Be  the  Glory" 
1:05— Devotions  and  Memorial  Ser- 
vice, Mrs.  Amanda  Latham 
1:15— Mount  Olive  College  News 
1:30— Cragmont  News 
1:45— News  from  the  Press 
2:00— Youth  Report,  Mrs.  Libby  Tay- 
lor 

—Committee  Reports 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—Announcement  of  Next  Conven- 
tion 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
—Installation   of   New  Officers, 

Miss  Sara  Willoughby 
—Reflections,  Miss  Becky  Jo  Sum- 
ner 

—Benediction  and  Adjournment 


Homecoming  at 

St.  Mary's  Grove  Church 

St.   Mary's  Grove  Church 
near   Smithfield,  observed, 
homecoming   on   October  7 
starting  with  Sunday  school  ai| 
10    a.m.,    followed   by  thel 
homecoming    message  pre, 
sented  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev] 
Rod  Jones.  The  homecoming 
meal    was    served    in  thel 
fellowship  hall  following  the 
worship  service. 

An  afternoon  service  began 
at  1:30  p.m.  with  the  congrega- 
tion singing,  followed  by  thei 
memorial  service  and  singing's 
by  the  church  choir.  The  Sen1 
tinel  Quartet  of  Durham 
presented  a  program  of  gospel 
music.  A  special  time  was  en-' 
joyed  by  everyone. 

Shiloh  Church 
Host  Gospel  Group 

Shiloh  Church,  Route  1, 
Pinetown,  will  host  the  gospel 
group,  "Heaven  Bound"  from' 
Kinston,  on  Thursday,  October 
18,  at  7:30  p.m.  Everyone  is  in-j 
vited  to  attend.  The  Rev.  Bobby 
Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church.  I 

Shady  Grove  Church 
To  Have  Homecoming 

Shady  Grove  Church,  near 
Dunn,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on  October  21, 1 
1984.  The  church  will  also 
celebrate  its  134th  anniversary; 
that  day  thanking  the  Lord  fo^ 
His  guidance  and  blessings; 
over  the  past  years.  A  special: 
tribute  to  its  senior  citizens  will 
be  given  by  Mrs.  Linda  Stewart 
during  the  morning  service. 

A  processional  offering  will 
be  received  with  each  person 
bringing  his  offering  to  the' 
altar.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jefi 
Scarborough,  will  bring  the1 
morning  message.  A  picnic 
lunch  will  be  served  at  noon. 
The  afternoon  program  will 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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OUR  EVANGELISTIC  CAMPAIGN  1984 

There  is  only  one  "mission,"  the  mission  of 
ur  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  indeed  God's  mis- 
lion  because  Jesus  Christ  was  sent  from  the 
leather  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  This  one 
nission  is  committed  to  the  Church  to  be  carried 
n  in  this  world  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
pirit.  There  is  no  separate  mission  for  the  youth 
r  for  any  other  group  within  the  Church.  All  peo- 
le  of  God  are  called  to  engage  themselves  in  this 
ne  mission,  which  God  is  doing  in  the  crucified 
nd  risen  Lord. 

The  mission  of  Christ  consists  of  two 
Aspects:  evangelism  (proclamation  of  good  news 
if  the  love  of  God  in  Christ)  and  service  as  ex- 
mplified  in  the  life  of  our  Lord.  These  two 
.spects  of  the  mission  (evangelism  and  service) 
.re  like  two  sides  of  the  same  coin  which  cannot 
i|  separated. 

To  participate  in  this  mission  one  has  to 
lecome  part  of  the  mission  itself  first.  Before 
lending  out,  Jesus  called  His  disciples  to  be  with 
;5im  and  to  learn  of  Him.  They  had  to  believe  in 
jlim  so  that  He  might  live  in  them  and  use  them. 
Tesus  said,  "If  I  do  not  wash  you,  you  have  no 
>art  in  me"  (John  13:8).  "He  who  abides  in  me, 
ind  I  in  him,  he  it  is  that  bears  much  fruit,  for 
jipart  from  me  you  can  do  nothing"  (John  15:5). 
y  Christian  is  a  person  whose  inward  eyes  have 
)een  opened  to  behold  the  beauty  of  Christ  and 
vhose  life  is  being  molded  by  what  he  has  seen. 
Personal  commitment  to  Christ  and  experience 
»f  new  life  in  him  are  vital  for  being  used  in  the 
»n-going  mission  of  Christ.  Are  we  serious 
inough  in  the  matter  of  deepening  our  commit- 
nent  to  Christ  and  stirring  up  the  gift  of  God  in 
hem? 

We,  as  Free  Will  Baptists  in  India,  feel  that 
we  are  greatly  privileged  to  proclaim  the  good 
tidings  to  everyone  in  our  country  and  to  bring 
people  to  the  fold  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
;;heir  eternity.  By  upholding  Christian  principles 
jind  supreme  obligations  the  Free  Will  Baptists 
pi  the  country,  though  a  minority  confined  in 
^orthern  India,  are  very  well  known  throughout 
-he  land.  We  make  special  endeavor  once  a  year 
n  the  month  of  June,  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  areas  unreached. 
'j\s  in  past  years  we  again  made  a  mass 
ivangelistic  campaign.  The  group  comprised  of 
56  members  in  five  small  groups  led  in  different 
tillages  and  towns  in  North  India.  It  is  estimated 
hat  a  journey  of  about  330  miles  was  covered, 
nostly  on  foot.  The  month  of  June  was  extremely 
lot  this  year,  being  the  prime  month  of  utmost 
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heat,  and  owing  to  shortage  of  drinking  water  the 
journey  was  not  free  from  problems.  Many 
deaths  had  taken  place  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June  owing  to  epidemics  following  one 
another  and  there  was  dismay  and  disappoint- 
ment among  the  people  at  large.  Probably  this 
was  the  reason  that  our  evangelists  were  well 
received  by  the  people  of  the  areas  they  visited 
and  preached  the  Word  of  God.  People  were  in- 
terested in  hearing  our  ministers  and  question- 
ing them  for  their  satisfaction.  Many  people  said 
that  lost  peace  was  restored  to  them  and  a  ray 
was  emerged  in  them  with  continued  hope  that 
there  is  only  one  God  who  alone  can  grant  peace 
and  eternity  to  mankind  through  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

This  time  of  our  evangelistic  campaign  was 
indeed  very  hard  but  we  kept  our  hopes  high 
because  we  believe  that  the  Lord  is  always  with 
us.  This  year  we  received  much  help  from  those 
who  heard  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  us. 
There  were  places  where  our  people  were  re- 
quested to  stay  overnight  and  it  was  through 
these  people  that  the  Rev.  Puttan  Masih  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  when  he  suffered  a 
sunstroke. 

The  total  number  of  villages  and  towns  we 
visited  and  planted  the  seed  is  318  and  the 
number  of  people  who  heard  the  message  is 
more  than  thousands.  We  are  confident  that  we 
have  left  behind  a  good  number  of  seekers  be- 
tween 600  to  800.  Arrangement  have  been  made 
by  the  council  of  ministers  and  deacons  held  on 
July  2  that  continual  visit  by  our  preachers  will 
be  made  at  these  targets.  This  follow  up  program 
like  the  past  year's  will  be  of  immense  value.  We 
trust  that  many  out  of  these  will  accept  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour. 

The  stock  of  New  Testaments  and  the  Bibles 
we  bought  for  the  purpose  beside  other  literature 
has  already  been  exhausted  and  we  are  collect- 
ing funds  locally  to  have  such  material  for  our 
use  as  we  continue  to  receive  people  with  this 
need. 

In  the  wake  of  previous  lawlessness,  uncer- 
tainty, natural  calamities  and  want  of  social 
security,  the  message  of  the  Lord  as  contained  in 
the  gospel  remains  the  only  source  of  comfort 
and  hope.  In  fact  the  work  of  evangelization 
should  continue  the  whole  year  round  in  full 
swing  for  greater  achievement  in  a  comparative- 
ly a  much  lesser  period  of  time.  The  number  of 
people  in  the  field  is  far  much  less  than  needed, 
but  we  are  sure  that  God  is  taking  care  of  the 
matter  and  preparing  more  young  people  to  join 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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the  ministry  of  the  church.  Until  recently  there 
was  a  great  lack  of  really  dedicated  people  for 
the  church  work.  The  recent  report  of  the  mis- 
sion outreach  is  that  there  is  an  increase  in  Chris- 
tian population  by  1%.  In  this  part  of  the  country 
the  Christian  population  is  0.4%.  We  request 
prayers  that  the  Lord  may  send  more  workers  in 
His  vineyard. 

The  Holy  Spirit  needs  to  be  woven  into  our 
church  life  and  personal  experience.  This  again 
will  be  more  than  a  human  process.  It  will  have 
to  be  our  structures,  restructured  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  brief,  the  fullness  of  the  doing  of  God 
should  include  the  doing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
fullness  of  Christian  experience  should  include 
the  experience  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  fullness  of 
the  experience  of  Jesus  Christ  should  include  the 
fullness  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "No  one  can  say, 
Jesus  is  Lord,  except  by  the  Holy  Spirit"  (1  Co- 
rinthians 12:3). 

We  therefore  stand  desperately  in  need  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  should  open  our  lives,  our 
thinking  and  our  church  doors,  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  third  person  of  the  Trinity  needs  to  be  the 
warmth  of  God  set  aglow  in  our  hearts  (see 
Romans  12:11).  May  we,  therefore,  allow  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  fall  afresh  upon  us,  to  fill  us  with 
His  power  (Acts  1:8)  and  use  us  as  His  witnesses. 

Dr.  Emmanuel  M.  Lall 
India 


Consecration  Service 


Drs.  Raghuvir  and  Kripal 


The  Rev.  Puttan  Masih  and  Kishan  Lai 


Group  with  Dr.  Lall 
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THESE  ARE  THE  SOLDIERS 


Hazel  Brown  and  children  in  her  care 

When  I  finished  high  school  I  had  a  burning  desire  to  go  to  India 
is  a  missionary.  I  entered  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College  with  in- 
tent of  preparing  myself  for  that  ministry.  When  I  came  to  the 
Realization  that  I  was  not  able  to  go  to  India  I  began  looking  for 
some  ministry  I  could  enter. 

My  parents  had  been  supporters  of  the  Children's  Home  (Or- 
)hanage,  at  that  time).  And  I  began  to  think  of  how  I  could  fulfill 
ny  desire  to  serve  the  Lord  through  Child  Care  Ministry. 

During  the  summer  while  I  was  still  in  school  I  came  to  work  at 
;he  Home  as  a  representative  to  the  churches.  This  gave  me  the 
privilege  of  meeting  so  many  fine  Free  Will  Baptists  in  the  state  of 
^orth  Carolina.  I  was  offered  full-time  work  after  graduation.  As 
graduation  time  came  closer  I  questioned— Is  the  work  there  God's 
vork?  Has  He  called  me  to  do  it?  Am  I  equipped  for  it?  Still  praying 
ind  seeking  the  will  of  the  Lord,  my  decision  was  made— I'd  try.— I 
)egan  by  helping  in  the  girl's  dorm,  in  the  office,  and  still  speaking 
n  churches  on  behalf  of  the  Home. 

After  the  death  of  my  dad,  I  felt  the  responsibility  of  taking 
lare  of  my  mother  was  mine.  I  left  the  Home  and  went  to  take  care 
)f  her.  Soon  after  going  back  to  my  home  Clyde  and  I  were  married 
ind  we  had  a  beautiful  baby  daughter.  Like  most  parents  we  were 
concerned  about  making  money  so  she  could  have  the  material 
things  we  wanted  for  her.  Two  of  my  brothers  were  gone  and  we 
ilso  felt  a  responsibility  and  love  for  their  children  to  help  with  the 
rearing  of  them.  I  still  felt  in  my  heart  the  Lord  had  a  work  for  us  at 
fhe  Children's  Home,  but  wanted  to  make  more  money  for  security. 
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The  Executive  Director 
made  an  appeal  at  the  State 
Convention  for  houseparents. 
The  Lord  had  called  my  mother 
home,  our  nieces  and  nephews 
were  grown,  our  daughter  was 
married  and  the  challenge  was 
before  us. 

We  accepted  the  challenge. 
We  knew  we  had  to  have  power 
from  God  to  endure  to  the 
end— patience  to  outlast  all 
discouragements,  a  zeal  that 
would  not  die  out,  and  that 
would  enkindle  the  zeal  of 
others.  Soon  we  came  to  know 
that  all  these  are  secured  to 
him  who  knows  that  the  work 
and  call  are  from  God. 

After  Clyde's  death  in  May, 
many  people  asked  if  I  would  go 
back  home  to  live.  To  be  nearer 
my  family  would  have  its  ad- 
vantages and  pleasures  and 
I've  been  tempted  to  say  yes. 
When  this  temptation  comes  I 
can  hear  the  words  of  Ezekiel 
24:18,  "At  even  my  wife  died; 
and  I  did  in  the  morning  as  I 
was  commanded." 

Our  Saviour  wants  us  to 
manifest  the  sweet  grace  conti- 
nuance amid  all  the  sudden  and 
saddening  upheavals  of  our  in- 
tensely varied  life.  Ezekiel 
made  his  loneliness  minister  to 
God.  He  took  up  his  old  task  and 
he  glorified  it.  The  evening  sor- 
row will  come  to  all  of  us :  What 
will  we  be  found  doing  in  the 
morning? 

How  long  will  I  remain  in 
Child  Care?— As  long  as  the 
Lord  leads.  It  has  become  a 
way  of  life  for  me. 

Hazel  Brown 

NOTICE 

The  Western  Conference  Board  of  Or- 
dination will  meet  on  Tuesday,  October 
16,  1984,  at  the  First  Church  in  Wilson. 
The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 

Persons  having  business  with  the  Or- 
dination Board  should  contact  Ray 
Wells  at  243-6498  or  Route  1,  Box  67- A, 
Sims,  NC  27880. 

Ray  Wells,  Clerk 
Western  Conference  Board  of  Ordination 
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MOC  DINNERS  BEGAN 
OCTOBER  1 

The  annual  dinners  for  Mount 
Olive  College  began  October  1 
in  Tarboro  and  will  end 
November  17,  at  Camp 
Vandemere  in  Pamlico  County. 
Four  thousand  people  are  ex- 
pected to  enjoy  good  eastern 
North  Carolina  barbecue  and 
Southern  fried  chicken  or 
delicious  home-cooked  meals. 
Caterers  for  all  dinners  except 
Wayne  and  Pamlico  will  in- 
clude Wilber's,  King's, 
Parker's  or  Abram's  Barbecue. 
The  Wayne  dinner  will  be  a  buf- 
fet by  the  College  food  service 
and  the  Pamlico  dinner  will 
feature  the  famous  cooking  of 
Free  Will  Baptist  women. 

The  dinner  program  will  in- 
clude an  up-date  on  the  four- 
year  curriculum  of  the  College 
and  entertainment  by  student 
musical  groups. 

No  tickets  are  sold,  but  all  in- 
terested persons— members  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
alumni  and  friends— are  in- 
vited to  make  a  contribution  in 
the  amount  of  their  choosing 
and  to  attend  as  guests  of  the 
College. 

A  goal  of  $200,000  in  contribu- 
tions has  been  set,  including 
$175,000  in  county  goals  and 
$25,000  in  special  contributions. 
Since  the  dinners  were  begun  in 
1963,  they  have  been  the  means 
of  $1,799,543  in  gifts  to  Mount 
Olive  College.  By  meeting  this 
year's  goal  of  $200,000  the 
grand  total  of  dinner  gifts  will 
reach  $2  million. 

The  dinners  were  begun  as  a 
means  of  helping  Mount  Olive 
College  develop  its  new 
110-acre  campus,  which  now 
represents  an  investment  of  $6 
million.  "The  1984  dinners  will 
serve  an  equally  important  pur- 
pose—the development  of 
Mount  Olive  into  a  four-year 
college,"  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper  declared. 
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Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director 
of  the  dinners,  reports  that  dur- 
ing the  planning  sessions  more 
churches  were  represented  and 
that  interest  was  high  and 
vibrant.  "People  everywhere 
are  enthused  about  Mount  Olive 
becoming  a  four-year  college," 
she  said. 

The  dinners  are  open  to  the 
public,  and  interested  persons 
are  encouraged  to  contact  the 
dinner  chairman  in  their  coun- 
ty or  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  their  community. 

The  dinners  for  October  15-27 
include : 

Greene  County,  Monday,  October  15, 
7  p.m.,  West  Greene  School,  Snow  Hill, 
Mrs.  LenaC.  Walston,  Chairman.  Goal: 
$11,000. 

Beaufort  County,  Saturday,  October 
20,  7  p.m.,  Beaufort  Community  College 
(Learning  Resource  Center), 
Washington,  Billy  Gurkin,  Chairman. 
Goal:  $7,950. 

Jones  County,  Monday,  October  22, 
7  p.m.,  King's  Barbecue  Restaurant, 
Kinston,  Mrs.  Mildred  Jenkins,  Chair- 
man. Goal:  $2,550. 

Wayne  County,  Tuesday,  October  23, 
7  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  College  (College 
Hall),  Mount  Olive,  Colby  Benton, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $19,650. 

Duplin  County,  Saturday,  October  27, 
6  p.m.,  East  Duplin  High  School  near 
Beulaville,  William  D.  Thigpen,  Chair- 
man. Goal:  $10,000. 


PARENTS'  DAY  SET  FOR 
OCTOBER  13 

All  parents,  grandparents, 
guardians  and  friends  of  Mount 
Olive  College  students  are  in- 
vited to  the  Annual  Parents' 
Day  Program  planned  for 
Saturday,  October  13. 

The  day's  activities  will 
begin  with  a  reception  hosted 
by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, in  the  lobby  of  College 
Hall  at  10  a.m.  The  reception 
will  be  followed  by  an  oppor- 
tunity for  parents  and  guests  to 
meet  informally  with  faculty 


representatives    from  tr 
various  departments  of  the  Cc  I 
lege. 

A  short  business  session  ar  I 
lunch   will   follow   these  aJ 
tivities  with  entertainment  t 
the    Mount    Olive  Colleg 
Singers. 

Plans  call  for  the  formatic 
of  a  formal  parents'  organizj 
tion  to  assist  the  College  in  ii 
movement  to  four-year  status 

The  afternoon  will  proviti 
open  house  activities  and 
baseball  tournament  featurin 
the    Mount    Olive  Colleg 
baseball  team. 

For  further  information  ol 
the  program  or  to  obtai 
luncheon  tickets,  contact  Jin 
my  Williams,  vice  president  fc 
College  Affairs;  telephon 
658-2502. 


RECORD  ENROLLMENT 
AT  MOC 

Enrollment  figures  show  42 
on-campus  students  are  er 
rolled  as  compared  with  34j 
last  fall,  a  23.2%  increase.  I 
the  extension  program  £| 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Fore 
Base  in  Goldsboro,  245  student 
are  enrolled,  compared  wit 
197  last  fall,  an  increase  < 
24.4%. 

The  junior  level  courses  iij 
elude  classes  in  economic! 
business,  accounting,  Englisl 
history,  music,  politics^ 
science,  religion  and  recreatio 
currently  available. 

The  dorms  are  full.  Dif 
J.  Thomas  Johnson,  vice  pres 
dent  for  Student  Affairs 
reports  that  arrangement 
were  made  for  students  wh 
could  not  be  housed  in  th 
dorms  to  live  off-campus. 

Mount  Olive  College  can  be 
source  of  pride  to  the  thousand 
of  loyal  Free  Will  Baptists  wh 
have  supported,  and  continue  t 
support,  this  ministry  of  Chrii 
tian  higher  education. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS' 


THE  CREECH- WESTBROOK  ENDOWMENT 


Flonnie  Westbrook  Creech 


Allard  Milford  Creech 
September  21,  1905— April  5,  1971 


The  Creech- Westbrook  Endowment  at  Mount  Olive  College  was 
stablished  by  Mrs.  Flonnie  Westbrook  Creech  as  a  memorial  to 
sr  husband,  Allard  Milford  Creech;  his  parents,  Martha  Woodard 
ad  James  Henry  Creech;  and  her  parents,  Phariba  and  William 
enry  Westbrook. 

The  Endowment  is  a  permanent  fund.  The  assets  are  invested 
)id  the  income  is  used  to  support  the  instructional  services  of  the 
ollege. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creech  were  born  in  Johnston  County,  North 
arolina.  Following  their  marriage  on  May  19, 1929,  they  resided  in 
rinceton.  By  occupation  Mr.  Creech  was  a  barber  and  farmer, 
[rs.  Creech  is  a  retired  teacher,  having  taught  in  the  North 
arolina  Public  Schools  for  thirty-three  years. 

Portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creech  were  unveiled  at  the  College 
I  a  private  ceremony  on  September  21. 

In  announcing  the  Endowment,  President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
?clared  that  "This  Fund  represents  a  meaningful  investment 
jward  helping  Mount  Olive  attain  its  goal  of  becoming  a  four-year 
'ollege." 

ADMISSIONS  REPRESENTATIVE  VISITS  SCHOOLS 

Wesley  Beddard,  associate  director  of  admissions,  will  be 
isiting  with  prospective  students  in  Mecklenburg  and  Iredell  coun- 
es.  Students  in  these  areas  are  encouraged  to  meet  with  Beddard 
hd  discuss  their  college  plans. 

I    Below  is  the  schedule  of  the  October  15-19  visits: 


onday,  October  15 

8:00-  9:10 
9:45-11:00 
7:00-  8:30 


lesday, 


October  16 
7:30-  9:00 
9:20-10:45 
2:00-  4:00 


Garinger  High  School,  Charlotte 

North  Mecklenburg  High  School,  Huntersville 

Statesville  High  School,  Statesville 

East  Mecklenburg  High  School,  Charlotte 
Independence  High  School,  Charlotte 
Private  Schools  at  Charlotte  Latin,  Charlotte 


ednesday,  October  n 


7:30-  8:45   West  Mecklenburg  High  School,  Charlotte 
Harry  P.  Harding  High  School,  Charlotte 
Albemarle  Senior  High  School,  Albemarle 


9:00-10:15 
1:00-  2:30 

iursday,  October  18 
7:30-  9:00 
9:30-11:00 


ay, 


October  19 

7:30-  8:45 
9:15-10:30 


Olympic  High  School,  Charlotte 

South  Mecklenburg  High  School,  Pineville 

Myers  Park  High  School,  Charlotte 
West  Charlotte  High  School,  Charlotte 


FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT 

October  1^ 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent, Macedonia  Church, 
Craven  County,  10  a.m.  com- 
bined Sunday  school  classes 
and  the  11  a.m.  worship  ser- 
vice. The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton 
is  pastor. 


NOTICE 

The  Eastern  Conference  Or- 
daining Council  will  meet  on 
Monday,  October  22,  at 
Bridgeton  Church.  The  meeting 
is  scheduled  to  begin  at  10:30 
a.m.  All  persons  having 
business  with  the  Council  are 
requested  to  handle  it  at  that 
time. 

Francis  Garner 
Secretary 

CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Free  Union  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Route  2, 
Walstonburg,  North  Carolina, 
is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Parsonage  provided.  Send  full 
resumes  to  Mrs.  Janette 
Fulghum,  Secretary  to  Pulpit 
Committee,  Route  1,  Box  A  45, 
Snow  Hill,  North  Carolina 
28560. 

COMING  EVENTS 

October— Entire  Month  Desig- 
nated by  the  State  Convention 
as  Superannuation  Month 

October  10 — Albemarle  Confer- 
ence, Mount  Zion  Church 

October  10— Cape  Fear  District 
Auxiliary,  Johnston  Union 
Church 

October  13 — Cape  Fear  Sunday 
School  Convention,  Robert's 
Grove  Church 

October  16 — Western  Confer- 
ence Ordaining  Council,  10 
a.m.,  First  Church,  Wilson 

October  18 — Albemarle  Wo- 
man's Auxiliary  Convention, 
10  a.m.,  Sidney  Church 

October  18 — Western  Confer- 
ence, Pine  Level  Church 

October  18 — Board  of  Superan- 
nuation Meets,  2  p.m.,  Head- 
quarters 
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THE  BOARD  OF 
SUPERANNUATION  - 
AN  OVERVIEW 

The  Board  of  Superannuation 
is  the  only  organization  in  this 
denomination  that  was  orga- 
nized for  the  express  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  ministers' 
future  financial  security.  The 
Constitution  of  the  State  Con- 
vention states,  "It  shall  be  the 
purpose  of  this  board  to 
organize  and  unify  all  Superan- 
nuation work  throughout  the 
State  Convention.  They  shall 
seek  to  provide  for  our  aged, 
retired  and  infirm  ministers 
some  form  of  a  Superannuation 
program,  also  seek  to  offer  to 
our  active  ministers  some  pro- 
gram whereby  they  may  help  to 
provide  for  their  future  securi- 
ty and  retirement. 

What  does  all  this  mean?  It 
means  that  we  as  a  church 
should  share  in  providing  for  all 
our  ministers  a  program  that 
covers  death,  retirement  and 
disability.  Currently  we  are 
able  to  provide  only  a  portion  of 
the  program  that  is  necessary. 
Let's  take  a  look  at  what  we 
currently  provide. 

The    Ministers'  Retirement 
System: 

This  a  church-sponsored  tax- 
sheltered  annuity  plan.  It  is  a 
fully  tax-exempt  plan  that 
allows  funds  designated  for  the 
minister's  retirement  to  grow 
tax  free  until  retirement.  You 
may  think  this  is  similar  to  an 
IRA  that  you  can  purchase 
from  your  bank  or  insurance 
company.  It  does  have  some  of 
the  same  characteristics  such 
as  tax  deductibility  and  tax 
sheltered  growth,  but  that  is 
where  the  similarity  ends.  The 
MRS  will  allow  tax-free 
distribution  at  retirement.  No 
other  plan  in  either  the  public 
or  private  sector  allows  for  this 
and  the  results  in  real  spend- 
able income  makes  it  a  most  at- 
tractive plan.  This  plan  is  ad- 
ministered by  the  Board  for  the 


benefit  of  its  participants,  and 
there  is  no  charge  for  this  ser- 
vice. 

Ministers'  Widows  Fund: 

The  Board  also  administers 
the  MWF.  This  a  plan  for  all  the 
ministers  who  take  part  to  help 
the  widow  of  a  fellow  minister. 
When  a  participating  minister 
dies  we  send  the  proceeds  of  the 
fund  to  his  widow  as  soon  as  we 
receive  notification.  The  cost  of 
the  plan  is  $10  for  each  enroll- 
ment and  every  minister  can 
and  should  participate  in  the 
MWF. 

Life  Insurance  for  the 
Minister: 

One  of  the  greatest  problems 
that  we  deal  with  as  human  be- 
ings is  that  of  our  own  mortali- 
ty. Each  of  us  realizes  that  our 
existence  on  this  earth  is 
fragile  indeed.  A  change  in 
body  temperature  of  a  few 
degrees,  a  momentary  lapse  of 
attention  behind  the  wheel  of  a 
car,  and  life  can  come  to  an 
end.  We  are  used  to  the  comfort 
provided  by  our  minister  in  the 
time  of  death  of  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  but  what  can  we  do 
when  we  experience  the 
tragedy  of  the  death  of  a 
minister  in  the  pastorate?  We 
have  a  sincere  desire  to  do 
something  for  his  family  but 
there  is  just  so  much  that  a 
church  alone  can  do.  All  too 
soon  the  parsonage  must  be 
vacated  to  make  room  for  the 
new  minister. 

The  Board  offers  to  each 
minister  that  applies  and  can 
qualify  for  life  insurance  a 
policy  that  will  pay  his  family 
up  to  $20,000.  The  Board  par- 
ticipates in  the  cost  of  these 
policies  to  make  the  purchase 
more  affordable. 

Ministers'  Advocacy: 

A  new  service  that  the  Board 
will  be  providing  this  year  is 
Ministers'  Advocacy.  For  the 
minister  to  be  able  to  provide 
for  his  future  security  it  is 


essential  that  his  needs  are  mjil 
today.  Each  of  our  church* j 
has  a  strong  desire  to  do  what  i| 
right  in  the  realm  of  compensE 
tion.  The  minister  has  specie! 
needs  that  are  not  always  i 
part  of  the  secular  work  en! 
vironment.  We  are  trying  t 
educate  our  churches  to  th 
special  needs  of  their  pastors 
and  hopefully  when  they  an 
aware  steps  will  be  taken  t< 
help  where  it  is  needed.  Th< 
Board  has  available  report; 
that  were  done  this  summer  foi 
the  use  of  finance  committees' 
the    budget   boards.  Thest 
reports  point  out  areas  that  are 
unique  to  the  minister  and  his 
work.  j 

Other  services  that  are 
available  to  the  minister 
through  Ministers'  Advocacy 
are  financial  planning,  ac- 
counting services,  life  and 
disability  planning,  budget  and 
legal  advice.  These  services, 
are  provided  free  or  on  a  re- 
duced rate  for  our  ministers.  . 

You,  the  members  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  are 
the  ones  that  make  all  this  hap- 
pen. You  are  the  only  source  of 
support  that  we  have  and  to 
make  the  program  work  it  is 
essential  that  you  contribute  to 
this  worthwhile  work.  The 
churches  are  the  ones  that  have 
benefited  from  the  pastorate 
and  when  a  need  arises  the 
churches  are  the  only  ones  to 
whom  the  minister  can  turn. 
We  have  no  alumni  or  govern- 
mental agency  that  we  can  ap- 
peal to  for  help.  This  work  lives 
or  dies  by  the  generosity  of 
Free  Will  Baptists.  October  is 
Superannuation  Month  in  the 
local  church.  Won't  you  do 
something  not  only  for  your 
pastor  but  also  for  your  former 
and  future  pastors  by  being  a 
partner  in  the  program  of 
Superannuation  today?  We  are 
limited  only  by  the  support  of 
God's  people  and  God  knows  no 
limit.  If  we  can't  count  on  you, 
where  do  we  turn? 
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MOTIVES  FOR 
MORAL  LIVING 

,essonText:  Philippians  2:1-13 
lemory  Verse :  Philippians  2 : 4 

"The  devil  made  me  do  it." 
That  was  a  popular  quip  a  few 
iears  ago,  but  it  was  only  a 
:omic  cop-out.  In  our  hearts  we 
mow  the  devil  can't  make  us  do 
iny thing  unless  we  cooperate. 
)ur  hands  and  feet  are  ours. 
Ne  don't  have  to  lend  them  to 
he  devil.  We  can  make  them 
nstruments  of  righteousness 
Romans  6:13). 

Why  do  we  do  the  things  we 
io?  We  would  like  to  blame 
some  of  them  on  the  devil,  or 
)ur  friends,  or  enemies,  or 
society,  or  poverty— anyone  or 
anything  but  ourselves.  Paul 
baid,  "It  is  no  more  I  that  do  it, 
l)ut  sin  that  dwelleth  in  me" 
(Romans  7:20).  But  why  do  we 
let  sin  live  in  us? 

The  reason  for  what  we  do 
may  be  as  important  as  the 
deed  itself,  for  without  the 
reason  the  deed  would  never 
sxist.  And  the  reason,  or  part  of 
it,  lies  within  us.  From  within, 
Dut  of  the  heart  of  men,  come 
all  the  vicious  sins  that  destroy 
[Mark  7:21-23).  On  the  other 
land,  a  good  man  brings  good 
things  out  of  the  good  treasure 
Df  his  heart  (Luke  6:45). 

One  who  hates  is  a  murderer 
it  heart  (1  John  3:15).  One  who 
usts  is  an  adulterer  at  heart 
(Matthew  5:28).  One  who 
covets  is  an  idol  worshiper  at 
leart  (Colossians  3:5).  But  we 
:an  change.  "Blessed  are  the 
pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see 
jOd"  (Matthew  5:8).  "Cleanse 
four  hands,  ye  sinners;  and 
purify  your  hearts,  ye  double- 
nninded"  (James  4:8). 

Philippi  was  the  site  of  the 
:irst  church  Paul  planted  in 


Europe.  Read  Acts  16:11-40  to 
refresh  your  memory  of  the 
beginning  of  that  church.  The 
time  was  about  A.D.  50  or  51. 

When  Paul  moved  on  to  other 
fields,  the  Philippians  sent  of- 
ferings to  support  him  in  his 
work.  But  Paul  sometimes 
traveled  fast  and  far.  Ap- 
parently his  friends  in  Philippi 
lost  touch  with  him  for  a  time. 
When  they  learned  that  he  was 
a  prisoner  in  Rome,  they 
promptly  sent  a  messenger 
with  their  offering.  Paul's  let- 
ter to  the  Philippians  is  his 
thank-you  note  ( Philippians 
4:14-20).  It  was  written  about 
A.D.  63. 

Paul  assured  his  friends  that 
his  imprisonment  had  not 
hindered  the  spread  of  the 
gospel,  but  rather  had  helped  it 
(Philippians  1:12-18).  Wistfully 
he  thought  how  pleasant  it 
would  be  to  die  and  be  with 
Christ.  Still  he  thought  his  con- 
tinued life  on  earth  would  help 
the  Philippians  and  others,  and 
so  he  expected  to  live  for  an  in- 
definite time  (Philippians 
1:19-26). 

He  hoped  to  be  released  and 
to  visit  the  Philippians  again. 
But  whether  he  was  able  to  see 
them  or  not,  he  urged  them  to 
be  true  to  the  faith  in  spite  of 
persecution  (1:27-30).  That  urg- 
ing is  continued  in  our  text. 

Near  the  end  of  his  letter  to 
the  Philippians,  Paul  writes, 
"Be  careful  for  nothing" 
(Philippians  4:6).  Obviously 
careful  there  doesn't  mean 
what  it  means  in  modern 
speech.  Paul  is  saying,  "Don't 
worry;  don't  be  overanxious. 
Pray  and  trust  God  instead." 

In  the  modern  sense  of  the 
word,  we  ought  to  be  careful 
drivers,  careful  cooks,  careful 
carpenters,  careful  parents, 
careful  Christians.  We  ought  to 
be  careful  about  all  the  things 
we  do  in  working  out  our  own 
salvation,  and  they  are  many. 


They  take  time,  they  take 
money,  and  they  take  attention. 
Sometimes  we  may  begin  to 
wonder,  is  it  really  worthwhile? 

The  answer  is  yes.  The 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  a 
pearl  of  great  price.  It  is  a 
treasure  worth  the  sacrifice  of 
everything  we  ha.ve  in  the 
world  (Matthew  13:44-46). 
Jesus  had  large  promises  for 
those  who  give  up  valued  things 
for  His  sake.  Along  with 
persecution  they  will  get  a  hun- 
dred times  as  much  as  they 
give  up  (Mark  10:29,  30).  They 
become  members  of  God's 
family.  All  God's  people  are 
their  brothers  and  sisters.  All 
the  riches  of  those  people  are 
available  to  meet  the  need  of 
any  one  of  them  (Acts  4:34,  35). 
There  is  no  greater  security  on 
earth. 

But  that  hundredfold  return 
is  only  "now  in  this  time." 
There  is  also  "eternal  life" 
(Mark  10:30).  It  is  "our  own 
salvation"  that  we  are  working 
out— salvation  for  eternity. 
After  Jesus  humbled  himself 
and  was  obedient  even  unto 
death,  God  highly  exalted  Him. 
We  too  shall  be  exalted  when, 
with  God's  help,  we  have 
worked  out  our  own  salvation. 
Have  you  read  the  last  two 
chapters  of  Revelation  lately? 


Our  Father  in  Heaven,  it  is  a 
joy  and  a  blessing  to  join  with 
you  in  working  out  our  own 
salvation.  Thank  you  for  the 
glorious  home  you  have  in  store 
for  us,  thank  you  for  opening 
the  way  home  by  the  sacrifice 
of  Jesus,  thank  you  for  your 
Word  that  guides  us  in  that  way 
and  for  your  Spirit  who  gives  us 
strength.  In  gratitude  we 
pledge  our  will  and  strength  to 
work  with  yours  in  the  task  of 
our  salvation.  —  Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 
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Scripture  Beading— Mark  4,  5 

AN  INDIAN  GIRL'S  SHORT  SERMON 
A  group  of  travelers  gathered  around  a  little 
Indian  girl  on  the  station  platform,  examining 
her  wares.  "You  pay  two  prices  for  what  you  buy 
here,"  said  a  man  with  his  hat  on  one  side,  who 
had  the  air  of  knowing  it  all.  "But  the  tourist  is 
robbed  everywhere.  You  might  as  well  make  up 
your  mind  to  be  cheated."  "This  is  not  cheat," 
the  Indian  girl  protested,  "I  make  these  baskets 
myself,  and  they  take  many  days."  "Oh,  of 
course,  they  all  declare  they  are  selling  cheap," 
said  the  man.  "And  why  shouldn't  they  cheat  if 
they  can?  I'd  do  the  same  in  their  places."  He 
winked  unpleasantly  at  a  man  in  the  crowd.  The 
next  remark  of  the  Indian  girl  was  unexpected. 
"  'For  what  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?'  "  she 
said  in  slow  English.  "That  is  what  they  taught 
us  at  the  mission  school,  and  I  will  not  lie  that  I 
may  sell  my  baskets,  even  though  I  go  hungry." 
It  was  a  silent  company  that  climbed  aboard  the 
Pullman  at  the  conductor's  signal.  "It  was  not 
long  for  a  sermon,"  said  the  man  with  his  hat  on 
one  side,  "but  it's  the  kind  of  one  you  can't  forget 
in  a  hurry." 


You  can  magnify  your  talent, 

You  can  hear  the  world  applaud, 

You  can  boast  yourself  somebody, 
But  you  can't  fool  God! 


MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Mark  6,  7 

EXPENSIVE  BUTTER 
In  a  certain  bank  there  was  a  trust  depart- 
ment in  which  four  young  men  and  one  older  man 
were  employed.  It  was  decided  by  the  directors 
that  they  would  promote  the  older  employee  and 
also  promote  one  of  the  younger  men  to  have 
charge  of  the  trust  department  after  the  older 
gentleman  was  removed  to  his  new  position. 
After  considering  the  merits  of  each  of  the  men, 
a  certain  one  of  the  four  younger  men  was 
selected  for  the  new  position  and  to  receive  a 
substantial  increase  in  salary.  It  was  decided  to 
notify  him  of  the  promotion  that  afternoon  at 
four  o'clock.  At  the  noon  hour  the  young  man 
went  to  a  cafeteria  for  lunch.  One  of  the  directors 


was  behind  him  in  the  line  with  several  othe 
customers  in  between  them.  The  director  sa^ 
the  young  man  select  his  food  including  a  small 
piece  of  butter.  The  butter,  he  flipped  on  hij 
plate,  and  threw  some  food  on  top  of  it  to  hide  ii 
from  the  cashier.  In  this  way  he  lied  to  H 
cashier  about  what  was  on  his  plate.  That  afteri 
noon  the  directors  met  to  notify  the  young  mar 
that  they  had  intended  giving  him  the  promotion) 
but  that  because  of  what  had  been  seen  in  th< 
cafeteria,  they  must  discharge  him.  They  fel 
that  they  could  not  have  as  the  head  of  their  trus 
department  one  who  would  lie  and  steal. 


"Honesty  is  the  best  policy"  both  in  natura 
things  and  in  spiritual  things. 


TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Mark  8,  9 

AN  INSURANCE  DISAGREEMENT 
In  the  Western  Producer  (Saskatoon) 
recently,  there  was  published  a  story  told  by  an 
ex-Reeve  of  a  Mennonite  municipality.  We 
reproduce  in  the  words  of  the  man  who  tells  it: 
"A  Mennonite  came  to  see  me  and  asked  me  to 
go  and  inspect  his  crop  which,  he  said,  had  been* 
damaged  by  hail.  I  asked  him  if  the  insurance 
company  had  not  settled  with  him,  and  he  replied 
that  it  had,  but  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  would 
like  to  get  the  opinion  of  some  unprejudiced  in- 
dividual. I  told  him  I  did  not  think  it  would  do  any 
good,  but  I  went  out  to  his  farm.  After  looking 
over  the  damage  I  informed  my  friend  that  I 
estimated  that  he  had  been  damaged  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  thirty-five  or  forty  percent.  My 
estimate,  he  told  me,  had  been  very  much  the 
same  as  his  own.  I  asked  how  much  the  in- 
surance company  had  allowed  him,  and  he  told 
me  they  had  assessed  the  damage  at  sixty  per- 
cent. 'I  wanted  to  make  sure,'  he  said,  'before  I 
sent  the  money  back,  that  I  was  overpaid  on  the 
damage.'  I  told  him  that  he  need  not  send  it  back, 
but  he  told  me  he  did  not  see  how  any  honest  man 
could  do  anything  else.  He  sent  the  money  back." 


You  can  advertise  your  virtues, 
You  can  self-achievement  laud, 

You  can  load  yourself  with  riches, 
But  you  can't  fool  God! 
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iripture  Reading— Mark  10,  11 

COVETOUSNESS 
Dr.  Francis  E.  Clark  told  of  a  friend  of  his 
itio,  when  a  boy,  was  in  grave  danger  through 
iivetousness.  He  wanted  fifty  cents  to  go  to  the 
ircus.  Now  he  had  never  been  to  the  circus,  and 
iy  as  he  would,  he  was  able  to  earn  but  thirty- 
:|ye  cents.  Several  days  before  the  circus  he 
<ent,  as  usual,  to  school  in  a  neighboring  town, 
'lie  fare  was  fifteen  cents.  His  parents  gave  him 
joney  each  day  for  his  ticket.  On  this  particular 
jm  the  conductor  passed  him  by.  His  ticket  still 
I  his  possession,  he  thought  what  a  simple  thing 
Iwould  be  to  use  it  next  day,  and  keep  the  fifteen 
ents  provided  at  home  for  the  circus  fund.  The 
mptation  was  awful.  "All  day  the  elephant 
fared  at  him  out  of  the  pages  of  his  Latin  gram- 
mar, and  the  giraffes  craned  their  long  necks 
j/er  the  tough  problems  in  algebra.  All  day  and 
[1  that  night  (for  he  could  not  sleep  much)  he 
iught  his  battle.  How  he  coveted  the  railroad 
bmpany's  fifteen  cents.  But  next  day  he  tore  up 
le  old  ticket  and  paid  his  fare." 


Now  as  he  looks  back  over  a  long  and 
onored  life,  he  tells  his  friends  that  that  was  the 
ay  of  his  greatest  battle  and  his  greatest  vie- 
wy. 

WJRSDAY, 
OCTOBER  18 

iripture  Reading— Mark  12,  13 

IF  HE  HAD  KEPT  THE  DIME 
A  young  man  employed  by  our  Sunday 
:hool  board  told  the  following  searching  story. 
e  was  invited  at  the  last  minute  to  preach  at  a 
hurch  in  Nashville.  On  sudden  impulse  he  used 
s  his  text,  "Thou  shalt  not  steal."  The  next 
lorning  he  stepped  on  the  bus  and  handed  the 
river  a  dollar  bill.  The  driver  handed  him  back 
is  change.  He  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  bus  and 
Dunted  the  change.  There  was  a  dime  too  much, 
is  first  thought  was,  "The  bus  company  will 
ever  miss  this  dime."  Then  quickly  came  the 
ialization  that  he  could  not  keep  money  that  did 
Dt  belong  to  him.  He  made  his  way  to  the  front 
nd  said  to  the  driver,  "You  gave  me  too  much 
lange."  Imagine  his  surprise  when  the  driver 
jplied,  "Yes,  a  dime  too  much.  I  gave  it  to  you 
urposefully.  You  see,  I  heard  your  sermon 
esterday,  and  I  watched  in  my  mirror  as  you 
Dunted  your  change.  Had  you  kept  the  dime  I 
ould  never  again  have  had  any  confidence  in 
reaching."  What  a  tragedy  if  he  had  done  the 
rong  thing! 


Remember  our  influence — our  shadow- 
selves — may  fall  where  we  can  never  be. 


FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 


19 


Scripture  Reading  — Mark  14-16 

NOT  TO  BE  TRUSTED 
In  one  of  his  speeches,  Theodore  Roosevelt 
told  this  little  anecdote  about  the  old  days  when 
he  lived  out  West  on  a  ranch  in  the  cow  country: 
"There  were  no  fences,"  he  said,  "and  every  calf 
was  branded  with  the  same  brand  that  its  mother 
had,  so  that  the  increase  of  the  calves  could  be 
totaled.  There  used  to  be  a  ranch  law  known  as 
the  Maverick  Law,  according  to  which  any  calf 
overlooked  in  the  branding  would  be  branded 
with  the  brand  of  the  ranch  on  which  he  was 
found.  I  was  once  riding  across  the  country  with 
one  of  my  cow-punchers,  when  we  found  a  stray 
calf  on  another  man's  ranch.  The  cow-puncher 
wanted  to  brand  it  with  the  Roosevelt  brand,  but 
I  told  him  I  would  not  stand  for  it.  The  cow- 
puncher  said:  'Hold  on,  old  man,  I  know  my 
business.  I  always  put  on  the  boss's  brand.'  'All 
right,'  I  said,  'if  you  do,  go  back  to  the  camp  and 
get  your  time.'  'What  are  you  doing  that  for?'  he 
asked.  'Well,'  I  answered,  'if  you  will  steal  for 
me,  you  will  steal  from  me.'  " 


You  can  fool  the  hapless  public, 
You  can  be  a  subtle  fraud, 

You  can  hide  your  little  meanness, 
But  you  can't  fool  God! 


SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Luke  1 

SPEAK  THE  TRUTH 

Many  persons,  we  fear,  are  careless  about 
their  expressions,  and  are  open  to  criticism.  Ex- 
aggeration is  a  fatal  error,  and  when  the  guilty 
party  has  light,  it  is  sin.  "Hundreds  at  the  altar," 
"scores  saved,"  "a  regular  torrent  of 
salvation,"  "never  saw  anything  like  it,"  and 
similar  statements  are  often  wide  of  the  mark. 

Again,  there  is  the  habit  of  so  coloring  a 
statement  that  while  the  truth  is  spoken,  there  is 
a  covered  lie.  The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us, 
and  the  ears  of  critics  are  open  to  hear;  and 
above  all,  God  is  to  be  taken  into  account. 


Suppressed  truth  or  half-truth,  that  is  meant 
to  mislead,  is  the  meanest  kind  of  lying.  "Thou 
desirest  truth  in  the  inward  parts." 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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(Continued  from  Page  7) 
feature  both  the  adult  and 
youth  choirs  and  the  Four 
Clefs.  A  memorial  service 
remembering  the  church 
members  who  have  died  in  the 
past  year  will  be  given  by  Mrs. 
Bonnie  Lockamy. 

All  former  pastors,  members 
and  friends  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  this  service. 

Homecoming  at 
Grimsley  Church 

Homecoming  services  will  be 
held  at  Grimsley  Church, 
Highway  903,  between  Maury 
and  Snow  Hill,  on  October  14, 
with  services  starting  at  10:30 
a.m.  They  will  celebrate  wor- 
shiping in  the  same  location  for 
200  years.  Lunch  will  be  served 
after  which  they  will  dedicate 
the  fellowship  building.  All 
former  members,  pastors  and 
friends  are  invited  to  attend. 
The  Rev.  Don  Fader  is  pastor. 

Daly's  Chapel  Church 
To  Have  Homecoming 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  near 
La  Grange,  will  observe  its  an- 
nual homecoming  day  on  Oc- 
tober 21.  The  morning  message 
will  be  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Elmer  Thompson.  Lunch  will 
be  served  at  noon.  There  will  be 
singing  in  the  afternoon.  The 
Rev.  Tony  McLamb  is  pastor. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  come 
and  join  the  fun  and  fellowship. 

REVIVAL  TIME 

Through  October  12 

Elm  Grove  Church,  near  Ayden 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Leon  Harris, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove, 
pastor 


Grimsley  Church,  Highway  903, 
between  Maury  and  Snow 
Hill 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Willis  Wilson, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Don  Fader,  pas- 
tor 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Pike- 
ville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   Bobby  Brown, 

evangelist 
The   Rev.   Buddy  Sasser, 
pastor 

Aspen  Grove  Church,  near 
Fountain 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Ed  Thornton,  pas- 
tor 

October  15-18 

Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Keith  Cobb,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Donald  Coates, 
pastor 

October  15-19 

St.  Paul  Church,  Elizabeth  City 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wittman, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Joe  Griffith,  pas- 
tor 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Route  1, 
Seven  Springs 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Bryce  Rouse, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  David  W.  Hans- 
ley,  pastor 

Vanceboro  Mission 

The  Rev.  David  Cauley, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  M.  G.  Webb,  pas- 
tor 


Faith  Church,  Leland 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Jesse  Cato 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Roger  C.  Heat 

pastor 

First  Church,  Warsaw 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ransom  McAbei 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Grady  Davis,  pa;t 

tor 

May's  Chapel  Church,  Route  i 
Dudley 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The   Rev.   Dan  Beamar 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Andrew  Hill,  pas 
tor 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  near  L; 
Grange 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Danny  Bras  well 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Tony  McLamb 
pastor 

Saint    Mary's    Church,  Nev 
Bern 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Marvin  Waters 
pastor 

October  22-26 

Shiloh  Church,  Beaufort  Coun 
ty,  Route  1,  Pine  town 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.   Bobby  Brown 
evangelist  and  pastor 

October  29  — November  2 

Friendship  Church,   Route  1 
Farmville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Robert  May 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds 
pastor 
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Editorial! 


In  the  Process  of  Becoming 

Stop  and  think:  What  makes  you  what  you  are?  When 
consider  this  personally,  I  realize  that  I  am  a  composite  01 
many  experiences,  a  product  of  many  mentors. 

Without  a  doubt,  I  know  that  my  parents  are  largelj| 
responsible  for  helping  to  mold  me  into  the  person  I  am  today, 
They  etched  many  details  and  traits  that  began  the  process  oil 
making  me  into  a  "mature"  individual.  They  impressed  upon 
me  the  fact  that  Jesus  is  Lord  and  in  Him  is  life  more  abun-i 
dant.  They  were  willing  to  give  me  for  His  service,  not  know-j 
ing  what  the  future  holds. 

Then  there  was  a  minister  who  led  me  to  the  Lord  at! 
camp,  and  his  dear  wife.  That  lady  cared  for  me  as  her  own. 
She  taught  me;  loved  me,  all  the  while  showing  me  that  a 
Christian  life  calls  for  commitment  and  servanthood. 

There  was  also  the  group  of  people  who  opened  their  arms 
and  took  me  in.  They  laughed  with  me  and  cried  with  me ;  they1 
ran  with  me  and  walked  with  me.  Above  all,  they  prayed  with 
me. 

Then  there  are  those  young  people  who  count  me  as  one  of 
their  own.  They  realize  I  am  human  and  have  feelings.  They 
help  mold  me  while  I  help  mold  them— together  we  are  becom- 
ing. And  I  cannot  forget  those  dear  saints  who  number  me  as 
one  of  their  own.  And  the  list  goes  on  ...  . 

I  know  that  many  of  the  storms  we  have  weathered  as  a 
church  in  the  past  make  us  what  we  are.  The  men  filling 
leadership  positions  brought  with  them  many  views,  goals, 
and  ideals.  These  have  blended  together  to  form  the  body  we 
now  are,  holding  the  beliefs  we  now  cherish. 

I  know,  though,  that  none  of  us  would  be  where  we  are  to- 
day if  it  were  not  for  God  Almighty,  for  without  Him  we  are 
nothing. 

He  was  born  in  an  obscure  village.  He  worked  in  a  carpenter  shop  until  He 
was  thirty.  He  then  became  an  itinerant  preacher.  He  never  held  an  office. 
He  never  had  a  family  or  owned  a  house.  He  didn't  go  to  college.  He  had 
no  credentials  but  Himself.  He  was  only  thirty-three  when  the  public 
turned  against  Him.  His  friends  ran  away.  He  was  turned  over  to  His 
enemies  and  went  through  the  mockery  of  a  trial.  He  was  nailed  to  a  cross 
between  two  thieves.  While  He  was  dying,  His  executioners  gambled  for 
His  clothing,  the  only  property  He  had  on  earth.  He  was  laid  in  a  borrowed 
grave. 

Nineteen  centuries  have  come  and  gone,  and  today  He  is  the  central 
figure  of  the  human  race.  All  the  armies  that  ever  marched,  all  the  navies 
that  ever  sailed,  all  the  parliaments  that  ever  sat,  and  all  the  kings  that 
ever  reigned  have  not  affected  the  life  of  man  on  this  earth  as  much  as 
that  one  solitary  life. 

Where  to  from  here?  Well,  I'm  afraid  that  the  answer  to 
that  rests  with  you  and  me.  We  can  accomplish  a  lot  and 
become  "something  great"  in  God.  But,  I  have  to  ask,  will  we? 
Are  we  willing  to  pay  the  price? 
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Left  to  right:  N.  Bruce  Barrow,  C.  L.  Patrick,  Dr.  Raper,  Scott  Sowers,  and  Ronnie  Hobgood. 

 [  Photo  from  Mount  Olive  Tribune) 


MOC  HOSTS  THE  NC  STATE  CONVENTION 
OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS! 


Mount  Olive  College  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  welcoming  the  ministers,  delegates 
id  guests  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to 
ir  campus,  September  26  and  27.  We  were  delighted  to  see  each  of  you  and  we  invite 
du  to  return. 


(Photos  by  Pattl  O'Donoghue) 
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CONVENTION  NOW 


by  J.  Sowers 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  Session  of  the 
North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  met  September  26  and  27, 
with  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  Convention  presi- 
dent, presiding. 

Annual  reports  from  denominational  enter- 
prises, institutions  and  bodies  were  given  on 
both  days  of  the  Convention.  The  Rev.  D.  W. 
Hansley  addressed  the  Convention  on  Wednes- 
day, and  the  Rev.  James  Evans  delivered  the 
sermon  Thursday  morning. 

The  Missions  Rally  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening.  The  Foreign  Missions  Board  was  in 
charge  of  the  service.  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones, 
director- treasurer  of  the  program,  spoke  at 
that  time  on  the  subject,  "What  the  World 
Needs  Is  Jesus."  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ser- 
vice, the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  director  of  the 
Home  Missions  program,  announced  the 
establishment  of  the  Rev.  L.  L.  Parker  Endow- 
ment. The  money  from  this  endowment  will  be 
used  to  sponsor  evangelism  conferences  in  the 
years  to  come.  (For  more  information  about 
the  late  Rev.  L.  L.  Parker,  see  page  8  of  this 
issue. ) 

A  SUMMARY  OF  VARIOUS  REPORTS 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  Report: 

This  past  year  has  granted  the  Home  the  op- 
portunity for  new  endeavors.  A  desire  to  better 
minister  to  the  older  children  stimulated  the 
research  and  feasibility  of  providing  services  in 
the  area  of  "preparation  and  independence." 
An  endowment  in  the  amount  of  $8,000  from 
The  Duke  Endowment  helped  to  make  such  a 
program  possible. 

Rodgers  Cottage  was  reopened  during  the 
year  because  of  the  need  for  more  space.  The 
Home  ministered  to  over  50  children  during 
this  time  (the  Home  is  licensed  by  the  state  of 
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North  Carolina  to  care  for  40  children  and  tdj 
continue  to  operate  its  Foster  Care  programs 

The  Home  entered  into  a  contract  with  t) 
Nash  County  Board  of  Education  as  a  means 
whereby  it  can  continue  to  offer  its  on-campi 
tutorial  program  and  maintain  the  quality  at 
which  it  now  operates. 

Several  needs  face  the  Home  at  the  prest; 
time :  The  Home  needs  for  each  of  us  to  suppi  t 
it  faithfully  in  prayer.  Gifts  through  estate 
planning,  endowments,  life  insurance 
assignments  and  memorial  gifts  would  help  ti 
strengthen  the  financial  foundation  of  the 
Home.  The  institution  also  needs  a 
12-passenger  van. 

The  Convention  accepted  the  Children's 
Home  proposed  budget  for  the  coming  year,  j 
This  budget  calls  for  $231,000  from  Free  Will 
Baptists,  and  reflects  no  increase  over  last 
year's  budget. 

The  months  of  May  and  November  will  co! 
tinue  to  be  Children's  Home  Months,  and 
Children's  Home  Days  will  be  observed  on 
November  11,  1984,  and  May  5,  1985. 
Mount  Olive  College:  The  decision  to  make  1 
Mount  Olive  College  a  four-year  institution  ha; 
required  as  much  commitment  and  faith  as  di' 
the  beginning  of  the  College  thirty  years  ago.  ] 
has  been  a  stupendous  undertaking,  but  the  ' 
College  has  proceeded  on  the  schedule  an- 
nounced to  the  Convention  in  1979.  The  junior  ! 
class  entered  this  fall  and  the  senior  class  will 
enter  in  the  fall  of  1985.  The  task,  however,  is  j 
not  complete— we  must  continue  to  press  on.  ! 

It  is  believed  that  the  future  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  Mount  Olive  College  an 
inseparable.  The  road  ahead  is  steep,  and 
traveling  it  will  require  faith  and  commitment.! 
The  goal  yet  to  be  obtained  is  more  than  a  four 
year  college;  it  is  a  new  vision  of  purpose,  ex-  \ 
cellence  and  greatness  for  Original  Free  Will  ! 
Baptists.  In  order  for  it  to  fulfill  the  mission  j 
assigned  to  it  by  the  Convention,  the  College 
submitted  the  following  recommendations  to 
the  Convention:  That  the  Convention  reaffirm  | 
its  commitment  to  help  provide  the  leadership  i 
and  financial  resources  required  to  enable 
Mount  Olive  to  meet  the  requirements  for 
becoming  a  four-year  institution;  that  the  Con- 
vention endorse  the  "Bridge  to  the  Future  Pro- 
gram—Phase II";  that  the  Convention  give 
strong  encouragement  to  individuals  and  all  af- 
filiated churches  to  make  special  gifts  and/or 
pledges  to  complete  underwriting  the  cost  of 
College  Hall;  that  the  Convention  continue  to 
designate  February  and  July  as  Christian 
Education  Months,  with  it  being  suggested  that 
churches  and  Sunday  schools  observe  fifth  Sun- 
days as  "Mount  Olive  College  Scholarship 
Days."  The  College  also  requested  the  Conven- 
tion to  pledge  its  prayerful  support  of  Mount 
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:  ve's  trustees,  administration,  and  faculty. 
F  ine  Missions  and  Church  Extension  Depart- 
fjtnt  Report:  Free  Will  Baptists  are  begin- 
ftg  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  what  can  be  done  for 
;)!  Lord  through  home  missions  and  church  ex- 
cision work— this  is  exciting!  The  work  in 
I  rth  Carolina  and  the  Laotian  refugee  work 
ii  seeing  people  won  to  the  Lord;  the  ministry 
l  ough  Camp  Eagles  Nest  is  also  continuing 
uh  fruitful  results. 

j  The  Convention  approved  the  department's 
idget  of  $150,000  for  the  coming  year. 

:  ard  of  Superannuation  Report:  The  Board  of 
•  perannuation  is  the  only  board  governed  by 
s  Convention  to  help  provide  for  the 
mister's  future  financial  security.  It  has 
i  rved  over  170  ministers  during  the  past  year, 
kere  are  now  26  retirees  receiving 
bnthly  retirement  checks;  there  are  also  four 
dows  who  are  receiving  quarterly  pension 
ecks  under  the  old  pension  plan. 

The  Board  made  the  following  recommen- 
tions  to  the  Convention:  That  the  Convention 
(prove  a  budget  in  the  local  church  of  $2  per 
ember;  that  October  be  designated  as 
perannuation  Month  in  the  local  church,  with 
e  third  Sunday  in  June  being  designated  as 
iperannuation  Day.  The  Board  also  requested 
at  churches  continue  to  provide  for  their 
inisters  and  their  retirement. 

ee  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes  Report: 

le  Retirement  Homes  Board  expressed  its 
ep  appreciation  for  the  Convention's  con- 
med  prayer  and  gift  support.  The  program 
w  encompasses  two  areas  of  care.  One 
erates  at  Middlesex  and  makes  use  of  apart- 
ents  located  there ;  the  other  is  a  community 
tirement  home  located  in  Ayden.  Mrs.  Rose 
>wen  lives  in  this  home.  The  Board  is  looking 
co  the  feasibility  of  a  group  care  ministry  as 
third  mode  of  ministry. 
The  Board  recommended  the  following 
ms  to  the  Convention :  That  January  be 
signated  as  Retirement  Homes  Month,  with 
nuary  26,  1985,  being  designated  as  Retire- 
ent  Homes  Sunday.  The  Board  also  requested 
e  Convention  to  come  together  in  prayer, 
eking  wisdom  and  guidance  in  its  effort  to 
tablish  a  group  care  facility. 

agmont  Assembly  Report:  Cragmont's  mis- 
>n  can  be  stated  in  three  words— inspiration, 
struction,  and  recreation.  It  is  for  these  three 
asons  that  the  camp  exists.  The  camping  pro- 
am  now  encompasses  youth  and  women's  en- 
mpments,  the  annual  ministers'  conference, 
agmont-planned  conferences,  as  well  as 
any  weekend  retreats. 
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The  Board  requested  that  June  continue  to 
be  designated  as  Cragmont  Assembly  Month. 

Church  Finance  Association  Report:  The 

Association  has  been  a  part  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist work  since  1940  and  is  a  non-profit 
membership  corporation  owned  by  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches,  institutions,  conferences,  and 
individuals  for  the  purpose  of  helping  finance 
the  construction,  remodeling  or  purchasing  of 
church  buildings  and  other  projects  for  con- 
gregations and  institutions. 

Over  the  last  ten  years,  progress  has  been 
great.  A  brief  summary  of  this  progress 
follows : 

1.  The  dollar  amount  of  loans  has  increased  by 
302.54%.  The  amount  due  on  the  outstanding  loans 
12-31-73  was  $326,253  and  the  amount  due  on 
12-31-83  was  $1,313,296. 

2.  Deposits  by  churches,  organizations,  or  individuals 
have  increased  by  182.62%.  Deposits  as  of  12-31-73 
were  $363,634  and  deposits  as  of  12-31-83  were 
$1,027,700. 

3.  The  ratio  of  money  from  memberships  to  money 
from  depositors  as  of  12-31-73  was  one  ( 1 )  to 
twelve  (12),  and  as  of  12-31-83  it  was  one  (1)  to 
nineteen  (19). 

4.  The  number  of  memberships  has  increased  by 
81.24%.  Memberships  as  of  12-31-73  were  1,181 
and  as  of  12-31-83,  2,140.  (A  membership  repre- 
sents $25. ) 

5.  Net  income  has  increased  by  477.32%.  In  1973  our 
net  income  was  $9,567  and  in  1983  our  net  income 
was  $55,232. 

6.  Interest  income  has  increased  by  445.55%,  from 
$27,093  in  1973  to  $147,805  in  1983.  Interest  paid  has 
increased  by  367.30%,  from  $15,206  in  1973  to 
$71,058  in  1983. 

7.  Retained  earnings  have  increased  by  825.24%, 
from  $39,405  in  1973  to  $364,592  in  1983. 

8.  Total  assets  have  increased  by  242.86%,  from 
$433,040  in  1973  to  $1,484,734  in  1983. 

During  1983,  the  number  of  memberships 
increased  by  65;  deposits  and  notes  increased 
by  $69,766,  with  new  loans  being  made  in  the 
amount  of  $445,461.  At  the  end  of  1983,  the 
Association  had  assets  totaling  $1,484,734,  and 
had  earned  $55,232. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
Report:  Mr.  R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr.,  executive 
director,  reported  that  the  Press  showed  a 
profit  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1984. 
Even  though  the  last  year  was  a  profitable  one, 
the  Foundation  still  owes  in  excess  of  $300,000. 
The  sale  of  memberships  is  one  means 
whereby  this  debt  can  be  alleviated. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Report:  The 

Foreign  Missions  Board  expressed  a  great  need 
for  the  Convention's  prayer  and  gift  support. 
Without  faithful  financial  support  and  faithful 
prayer  partners,  this  ministry  will  not  be  able 
to  continue.  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Board,  also  reported  that  the 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Charles  Barnard  family  would  be  leaving  the 
Philippine  field  at  the  advice  of  their  physician. 
(The  Barnards  arrived  back  in  the  States  on 
Sunday  evening,  October  7 ;  they  are  presently 
living  in  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina.) 

The  Board  made  the  following  recommen- 
dations to  the  Convention:  That  a  budget  of 
$247,204.33  be  approved;  that  the  Convention 
encourage  every  member  to  faithfully  pray  for 
world  missions ;  and  that  the  months  of 
December  and  March  continue  to  be  designated 
as  "Foreign  Missions  Months"  in  State  Conven- 
tion churches,  with  churches  remembering  the 
life  and  work  of  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Timmons 
through  the  "Memorial  Christmas  Fund"  for 
Foreign  Missions. 

The  Obituary  Committee  Report:  During  the 
past  year  since  this  Convention  last  met  in  ses- 
sion, our  denomination  has  lost  through  death 
lay  people  who  occupied  positions  of  leadership 
in  the  local  churches.  They  were  faithful 
witnesses  and  their  presence  will  be  missed. 
We  have  also  lost  five  (5)  ministers  who  served 
their  denomination  and  their  church  faithfully 
and  have  now  gone  to  be  with  the  Lord.  They 
were  the  Revs.  C.  F.  Bowen,  Dallas  Bryson, 
Graham  Faucette,  L.  S.  Joyner  and  Willie 
Stilley. 

The  Credentials  Committee  Report:  There  were 
174  ministers  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
registered,  with  281  delegates,  and  77  visitors 
registered. 

The  breakdown  by  conference  is  as  follows : 
Ministers  Delegates 


Albemarle 

8 

24 

Cape  Fear 

24 

40 

Central 

36 

65 

Eastern 

55 

66 

Pee  Dee 

5 

11 

Piedmont 

3 

3 

Western 

43 

72 

Resolutions  Committee  Report: 

1.  WHEREAS:  Mount  Olive  College  has  made 
available  the  facilities  of  College  Hall 
and  members  of  the  College  staff  for  the 
Seventy-second  Annual  Session  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists; 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  ministers,  dele- 
gates, and  visitors  give  a  rising  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  President  of  Mount  Olive 
College  and  members  of  the  College  staff 
for  the  use  of  College  Hall  and  for  all 
the  contributions  made  by  the  College 
staff  and  students  for  the  success  of 
this  Convention. 
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2.  WHEREAS:  The  Executive  Committee  b[ 
this  Convention  had  to  make  a  crucial  !; 
decision  to  change  the  meeting  dates  of  1 
this  Convention  because  of  the  weather 
conditions  created  by  Hurricane  Diana; 
BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  ministers,  dele-! 
gates,  and  visitors  commend  the  Executh 
Committee  on  their  timely,  forthrightness 
wisdom  and  courage  to  postpone  the  meet 
of  the  State  Convention.  Additionally,  that 
we  commend  them  on  their  quick  notifica 
tion  of  the  constituents  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  in  North  Carolina. 

3.  WHEREAS:  The  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  by  the  nature  of  their  year's 
work  is  lengthy  and  difficult  to  follow 
by  the  listener; 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  be  included  in  the 
Report  Book  of  the  State  Convention  as 
information  for  the  ministers  and  dele- 
gates to  the  Convention. 

4.  WHEREAS:  The  elected  officers  and  mem 
bers  at  large  of  this  Convention  formulate 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conventioi 
and  transact  its  business  between  sessions 
and 

WHEREAS:  The  President,  as  well  as  othe| 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  at  j 
times,  act  as  ex  officio  members  of 
boards,  standing  committees  and  com- 
missions of  the  Convention;  and 
WHEREAS:  To  free  members  of  the  Execi 
tive  Committee  for  work  within  its 
committee  and  to  distribute  the 
opportunities  for  representation  on  boards  | 
from  all  our  various  conferences ; 
BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  persons,  when 
elected  as  officers  of  this  Convention  and 
become  members  of  the  Executive  Commit 
tee,  that  they  relinquish  their  position 
as  members  of  boards,  standing  committee^ 
and  commissions  during  the  time  they  servt, 
on  the  Executive  Committee. 
FURTHER  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the 
Convention  give  the  Executive  Committee 
the  authority  to  make  the  necessary 
recommendations  for  constitutional  change 
to  the  next  session  of  the  State  Convention. 

5.  WHEREAS:  According  to  most  reliable  and 
valid  studies,  alcohol  abuse  and  alcoholism 
is  one  of  the  nation's  most  serious  moral 
and  social  problems  and  contribute  yearly 
to  over  one  hundred  thousand  deaths  and 
$120  billion  in  economic  costs.  Despite 
massive  harm  caused  by  this  problem, 
public  airwaves  carry  over  $1  billion  in 
advertisements  each  year.  These  ads  por- 
tray alcoholic  beverages  as  an  indispensable 
part  of  a  happy,  successful  life  and  these 
ads  make  an  indelible  impression  on  our 
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Executive  Committee  Members — J.  B.  Narron,  Scott  Sowers,  Gary  Bailey,  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Dola  Dudley,  and  De  Wayne 
kes  (Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue) 

SUPERANNUATION  BOARD 
Earl  Glenn,  to  replace  Daniel  Barrow 

(resigned)  1986 
Charles  Renfrow  1989 


children  from  infancy  to  young  adulthood. 
Many  of  the  advertisements  relating  to 
alcoholic  beverags  have  associated 
seductive  promotions  to  sell  its  product; 
BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  we  ask  the 
constituents  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  of  this  Convention  to  express 
their  concern  of  this  problem  to  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  and  request 
that  the  advertisement  of  alcoholic  beverage 
on  public  media  be  banned. 

A  sixth  resolution,  dealing  with  the  matter 
:  homosexuality,  was  tabled, 
ominating  Committee  Report:  The  following 
ersons  were  elected  to  serve  the  Convention. 


ary  M.  Bailey,  President 
e  Wayne  Eakes,  Vice  President 
;ott  Sowers,  Secretary 
ichael  Pelt,  Asst.  Secretary 
annie  Vann  Hobgood,  Treasurer 
B.  Narron,  Member  at  large 
Dla  Dudley,  Member  at  large 

rllLDREN'S  HOME  BOARD 
imes  W.  Cahoon 
Dney  B.  Bunn 
"anklin  Vester 

3REIGN  MISSIONS 
iward  W.  Miles 

DME  MISSIONS  BOARD 
san  Kennedy 


1986 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1985 
1985 
1985 

1988 
1988 
1988 

1989 

1989 


COMMISSION  ON  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
STUDENT  FELLOWSHIPS 
Frank  Harrison 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
C.  B.  Hinnant 

Louise  Edgerton,  to  succeed  herself 
William  S.  Wilkins,  to  succeed  himself 
Harold  Hardison,  to  succeed  himself 
Raymond  T.  Sasser,  to  succeed  himself 

RETIREMENT  HOMES  BOARD 
W.  S.  Burns 
O.  B.  Jones 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Edmundo  Gonzalez 

SCOUTING  COMMISSION 
Leon  Grubbs,  to  succeed  himself 
Danny  Braswell,  to  succeed  himself 

CHAPLAIN  COMMISSION 
David  Hines 

CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY  STOCK 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Bill  Futch 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  FOR  STATE 

CONVENTION 

James  Joyner 

CHURCH  FINANCE  ASSOCIATION 
Graham  Creech 


1987 

1990 
1990 
1990 
1990 
1990 

1989 
1989 

1987 

1987 
1987 

1989 


1987 


1987 


1985 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS  FOUNDATION 
Elwood  Hill  1985 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  BOARD 
Raymond  Gray,  to  succeed  himself 
J.  T.  Beddard,  to  succeed  himself 
J.  M.  Langley 
Stanley  Jenkins 


1987 
1987 
1987 
1987 
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THE  REV.  L.  L.  PARKER  ENDOWMENT 

submitted  by  Charles  Crisp 


The  L.  L.  Parker  Endowment  for  Home  Missions  was  an- 
nounced at  the  conclusion  of  the  198^  Missions  Rally.  Shown 
above  are  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp  (left),  Mrs.  Parker,  and  her 
son.  (Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue) 


The  Rev.  Lawrence  Linwood  Parker  was 
born  October  21,  1914,  in  Onslow  County,  North 
Carolina.  He  was  married  July  22,  1932,  to  the 
former  Rosa  Hobbs  of  Onslow  County,  North 
Carolina.  God  blessed  this  marriage  with  four 
children:  Frederick,  Cecil,  Richard  and  Hilda.  A 
niece,  Sylvia  Faye,  was  also  reared  by  Linwood 
and  Rosa,  because  her  mother  passed  away 
when  the  baby  was  only  twenty-eight  days  old. 
There  are  twelve  grandchildren  and  six  great- 
grandchildren. 

Linwood  was  a  dedicated  husband,  father 
and  provider  for  his  family,  who  answered  the 
call  of  the  Lord  in  1948,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
answered  the  call  to  the  ministry.  He  began  testi- 
fying and  witnessing  of  the  Lord's  goodness  and 
mercy  in  small  country  home  prayer  meetings. 
He  sowed  many  seeds  while  serving  his  Lord  and 
the  results  of  his  faithfulness  will  never  fully  be 
realized  because  they  extend  further  than  just 
his  church  and  community.  (He  became  an  or- 
dained minister  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  in  November  1952. ) 

He  attended  Mount  Allen  College  at  Crag- 
mont  in  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  ministers  to  attend  Mount 
Olive  College  in  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina,  in 
1953. 

His  pastorates  included  Oak  Grove  Church, 
four  years;  Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  four  years; 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  twelve  years;  Lanier's 
Chapel  Church,  four  years;  and  Folkstone 
Church,  twenty-nine  years. 


Linwood  was  faithful  to  the  Free  Will  Bapfc ' 
Church.  He  always  stood  firm  in  its  beliefs  aT 
doctrine.  He  supported  its  meetings,  co 
ferences,  and  conventions  with  his  unfailing  a 
tendance.  His  first  absence  from  a  union  meetir] 
was  in  1975  because  of  illness.  He  served  on  tl| 
Home  Missions  Board  for  four  years ;  he  held  o 
fices  in  the  Third  District  Union,  Eastern  Coi 
ference,  and  also  the  Third  District  Sunda 
School  Conference.  As  he  was  faithful  to  his  Go<, 
so  was  he  faithful  to  his  community.  He  serve 
as  a  Trustee  on  the  Onslow  Memorial  Hospit* 
Board  for  twelve  years. 

Linwood  loved  the  Lord  and  his  daily  life  wa 
a  living  testimony  of  God's  love.  He  was  not  onl 
a  pastor  and  leader  in  his  church,  he  was  also 
worker,  bringing  peace,  unity  and  harmony  inti 
the  church  and  community.  He  was  always  ther 
when  needed  with  his  warm  smile,  easy-goiri] 
personality,  and  helping  hand. 

Just  three  days  before  his  death  he  sang  ; 
part  of  his  favorite  song,  "Teach  me,  Lord  ti 
wait,  down  on  my  knees,"  and  after  anothe: 
breath,  he  said,  "till  in  your  own  good  time  yoi 
answer  my  pleas." 

On  Sunday  morning,  May  6,  1979,  at  11  a.m. 
Linwood  said  to  his  attending  nurse,  "I'll  preacl 
my  last  message  at  eleven  o'clock,"  and  ther 
entered  into  the  portals  of  Heaven,  there  to  resl 
eternally  with  his  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  One 
whom  he  had  served  faithfully  for  many  years. 

Linwood  left  a  legacy  for  all  of  us,  and  if  we 
are  faithful  until  Jesus  calls,  then  we  too  will 
hear  His  voice  as  He  tells  us,  "Enter  in,  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant." 

TAPES  AVAILABLE 

The  sermons  delivered  during  the  Conven- 
tion were  taped  and  are  available  through  Media 
Ministries.  Payment  is  requested  at  the  time  an 
order  is  placed.  (Checks  should  be  made  payable! 
to  Media  Ministries.)  Check  the  tape(s)  you 
desire  and  send  the  order  form  (along  with  pay- 
ment) to:  Media  Ministries,  Box  117,  Arapahoe, 
NC  28510. 

(    )  Wednesday  morning 

The  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley  $3 
(    )  Wednesday  night  Mission  Rally 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  3 
(    )  Thursday  morning 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Evans  3 
(    )  Convention  Package 

(All  3  tapes)  8 

Name  

Address   - 
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i  ie  Hundred  Thirtieth 
•  ssion  of  the  Cape  Fear 
[inference  to  Meet 

|The  One  Hundred  Thirtieth 
ijssion  of  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
[Irence  will  meet  at  Tee's 
jiapel  Church,  Smithfield,  on 
"jvember  1.  The  scheduled 
:  ogram  is  as  follows : 


MORNING  SESSION 
30— Registration 
00— Congregational  Singing 

—  Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 
Danny  Braswell 

—Welcome,  the  Rev.  T.  C.  Farmer 

—Response,  Milton  Wiggs 
15-Call  to  Order 

—Registration  Rules  Explained  by 
Credentials  Committee 

-Roll  Call  of  Officers 

-Roll  Call  of  Churches 

—Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—Recognition  of  Visitors 

—Moderator's  Remarks,  the  Rev. 
C.  Felton  Godwin 

—Appointment  of  Committees 
45— Mount  Olive  College  Report 
00— Children's  Home  Report 
15— Congregational  Singing 

—  Offering  and  Offertory  Prayer 
—Special  Music,  Host  Church 

—  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Ed  Miles 
00— Recess  for  Lunch 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 
15— Congregational  Singing 

—  Scripture  and  Prayer,  the  Rev. 
Cecil  Blackmon 

25— Report  of  Standing  Committees 

—  Executive  Committee 
—Ordaining  Council 

—  Sunday  School  Convention 
—Cape  Fear  Mission  Board 
—Woman's  Auxiliary 

—Cape   Fear  Ministers'  Confer- 
ence 

—Board  of  Education 
15— Report  of  Temporary  Commit- 
tees 

—Temperance  Committee 
—Resolutions  Committee 
—Obituary  Committee 
—Credentials  Committee 
—Nominating  Committee 
00— Business  Session 
—Treasurer's  Report,  H.  T.  Hin- 
son 

—Adjournment 
isic  Director,  Johnny  Woodall 


Eastern  Conference  to  Meet 

The  Eighty-Ninth  Annual 
Session  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina  will 
meet  at  Camp  Vandemere  on 
October  24,  25,  1984.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING 
9:00— Registration,   Ministers,  Dele- 
gates, Visitors 
10:00— Scripture  and  Prayer,  James 
Rogerson 

10:10— Conference    Called    to  Order, 
Conference  Clerk 

—  Welcome  to  Camp  Vandemere 

—  Response,  S.  Woodrow  McCoy 
10:20— Moderator's  Address,  Carol  B. 

Hansley 

10:30— Roll  Call  of  Ministers,  Receive 
Church  Letters 
—Partial  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

—  Seating  of  Delegates 
—Recognize  and  Welcome  Visitors 

—  Appointment  of  Committees 
10:55— Report   of  Camp  Vandemere, 

Inc. 

—Receive  Camp  Vandemere  Of- 
fering 

11:05  — Report  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege 

11:15— Worship  Service  Offering 

—Introductory   Sermon,  Stanley 
Buck 

12:00— Lunch-Fellowship  Time 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 
1:30— Scripture  and  Prayer,  James 
Sowers 

1:40— Report  of  Executive  Committee 
1:45— Report  of  Examining  Board 
1:50— Report  from  the  North  Carolina 

Board  of  Superannuation 
1 : 55— Report  from  the  General  Confer- 
ence 

2:00— Report  from  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention 

2:05— Report  from  the  North  Carolina 
Ministerial  Association 

2:10— Report  from  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation 

2:15— Report  from  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion 

2:20— Report  from  the  Church  Finance 
Association 

2:25— Miscellaneous  Business 

2:45— Recess 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 

7:30— Missions  Board-Camp  Vande- 
mere Rally 

—  Prelude 


—Hymn  74,  "Send  the  Light" 
—Devotion  and  Prayer,  William 

Littleton,    Pastor,  Warden's 

Grove,  Lowland 
—Choir  Music,  Spring  Hope 

Church  Choir 

—  Who's  Here,  Ralph  Sumner, 
Chairman  and  Director  of  Camp 
Vandemere  Board 

—  Eastern  Conference  Missions 
Report,  Walter  J.  Sutton,  Chair- 
man 

First    Mission,  Wilmington, 

David  C.  Hansley 

Cape   Carteret  Mission,  Jerry 

Rowe 

First    Mission    of  Vanceboro, 
Jack  Webb 
—Choir  Music,  Macedonia  Church 
Choir,  Ernul 

—  Worship  Offering 

—  Moments  of  Personal  Witness 
—Choir  Music,  Mount  Zion  Church 

Choir,  Cash  Corner 
—Camp  Vandemere  Report 
—Choir  Music,  Arapahoe  Church 

Choir,  Arapahoe 

—  Scripture  and  Personal  Commit- 
ment, Doug  Skinner 

Pastor,  Arapahoe  Church 

—  Benediction,  Jack  Webb 
Pastor,   First  Mission,  Vance- 
boro 

—  Postlude  and  Fellowship 

THURSDAY  MORNING 
9:30— Registration  (for  those  not  yet 

registered),  O.  B.  Everett  Jr. 
10:00— Scripture  and  Prayer 
10:10— Read  and  Approve  Minutes  of 

Previous  Day 

—  Roll  Call  of  Ministers  Absent 
Wednesday 

10:25— Report  from  the  Retirement 
Homes 

10:30— Report  from  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly, Inc. 

10:35— Report  from  the  Eastern  Confer- 
ence Missions  Board 

10:40— Report  from  the  North  Carolina 
State  Missions  Board 

10:45— Report  from  the  North  Carolina 
Church  Extension  Board 

10:50  — Report  from  the  Children's 
Home 

10:55— Report  from  the  State  Sunday 

School  Convention 
11:00— Report  from  the  State  League 

Convention 
11:10— Worship  Service  Offering 

—  Conference  Sermon,  James 
Evans 

12:00— Lunch-Fellowship  Time 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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OUR  CHURCH  HIGHLIGHTS 


We  are  grateful  to  God  for 
tremendous  blessings  that  we 
received  as  a  church  in  the  past 
few  months.  Our  gratitude  goes 
to  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
who  are  so  keenly  interested  in 
sharing  the  work  of  God  in  our 
country.  It  is  through  their  in- 
spiration that  we  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  our  targets 
set  forth  under  His  guidance. 

Soon  after  achieving  good 
result  in  our  June  evangelistic 
campaign  we  got  busy  in  the  re- 
opening of  our  elementary 
schools.  Some  basic  needs  of 
these  schools  were  met  by  us 
and  other  matters  taken  care 
of.  Due  to  good  standards  of 
education  maintained  by  our 
school  the  enrollment  continues 
to  grow.  However,  the  required 
basic  facilities,  such  as  school 
rooms,  are  the  causes  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  get  the 
recognition  of  the  state  govern- 
ment. Owing  to  this  our 
children  who  complete  educa- 
tion of  V  standard  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  secure  admission  in 
class  VI  in  the  state-owned 
schools.  For  the  past  several 
years  we  coach  our  students  of 
class  V  in  such  a  way  that  they 
are  admitted  in  higher  schools 
on  the  basis  of  their  test.  Since 
our  schools  are  not  recognized 


we  are  not  able  to  issue  the 
transfer  certificates. 

An  instance  was  brought  to 
our  notice  during  the  last 
meeting  of  our  school  teachers 
that  some  state-employed 
teachers  complained  to  their  in- 
spector that  the  enrollment  in 
their  school  was  too  low 
because  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist primary  school.  The  inspec- 
tor visited  our  school  also  and 
encouraged  our  staff  and 
students  with  the  promise  that 
recognition  will  be  granted  to 
our  school  provided  we  have  an 
adequate  arrangement  for  the 
classes  to  be  held  in  an  owned 
or  hired  building.  This  aspect  is 
being  taken  care  of  by  our  local 
people  and  should  the  necessity 
so  arise  we  will  hire  a  proper 
building  subject  to  availability 
and  then  apply  for  recognition. 
This  relates  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  primary  school  at 
Chabra  which  has  an  enroll- 
ment of  more  than  100  students 
with  three  good  teachers. 

The  total  membership  in  our 
schools  is  now  raised  to  1138. 
We  have  been  privileged  to 
start  one  more  elementary 
school  at  Bhajnai  with  the 
present  enrollment  of  63 
students.  This  school  is  located 
in  an  interior  area  where  no 


other  school  exists.  We  h 
witnessed  a  new  hope  emerg 
out  within  the  people  of 
village  and  much  more  ami 
the    children.    Had  we 
started  this  school  the  child| 
would  have  continued  to 
without  education.  It  was  1 
to  us  that  consequent  on  recti 
of  letters  through  the  mail, 
family  concerned  had  to  rusl 
the  neighboring  village  to  ge 
read  by  some  literate  persor 
that  village.  With  our  insti 
tion  the  people  hope  that  tt 
will   overcome   this  probli 
within  these  few  months. 

We  are  trying  to  prom 
literacy  and  adult  educat: 
also.  We  have  at  present  t 
centers  where  we  hold  class 
as  per  convenience  of  the  pj' 
ticipants.  We  started  this  pi! 
gram  in  1982  and  have  so  fl 
been  able  to  teach  over  % 
adults.  To  impart  education 
an  adult  is  a  little  more  diffici 
than  to  teach  a  child!  Some 
these  people  remain  confined 
the  extent  that  they  are  able  o 
ly  to  write  their  names.  But 
majority  of  them  have  start 
reading   their   Scripture.  V 
hope  to  continue  this  progran 

Our  intention  with  tl 
elementary  schools  has  alwa; 
been  that  side  by  side  Christij 
education  be  continued  ar 
therefore  we  stimulate  ar 
assist  in  the  program  of  Chri 
tian  education  at  the  loc; 
church  level.  We  also  ei 
courage  the  local  church  in  tt 
program  of  self-appraisal  an 
leadership  development. 

Plans  are  under  way  fc 
handicraft  work  such  as  sev 
ing,  knitting,  embroidery  an 
toy  making  by  the  village  girl 
to  be  initiated  at  Chabra  wher 
we  have  a  trained  lady  teache 
available  to  us  starting  ne> 
month.  This  will  encourage  th 
girls  and  the  ladies  who  wi 
learn  the  handicraft  for  thei 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 
VISITS  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


mm 


Cherubs  sing  during  Youth  Fellowship  Service. 


Moderate,  only  in  attendance .' 


"Bringing  in  the  She's!"  (Youth  from  Bethany  Church,  Ayden) 

There  was  as  much  difference  as  night  and  day!  Remember 
le  weekend  that  "Diana"  visited  North  Carolina?  The  entire 


eastern  coastline,  as  far  west 
as  Raleigh,  was  under  her 
swirling  umbrella  of  rain,  wind 
and  black  clouds.  Some  of  you 
may  not  have  been  aware  that 
the  Central  District  Youth 
Fellowship  meeting  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  the 
Children's  Home  in  Middlesex 
on  Diana's  debut.  Needless  to 
say,  we  postponed  our  engage- 
ment with  the  Fellowship  so  we 
could  reserve  front  row  seats  to 
watch  Diana  perform!  But  the 
irony  of  the  contrast  in  the 
weather  conditions  could  not  be 
ignored  when  the  Fellowship 
finally  visited  the  Children's 
Home  on  Saturday,  October  6. 
The  cool  autumn  atmosphere 
seemed  to  mellow  the  spirits  of 
the  groups  as  they  came  into 
the  campus  from  different 
churches  from  across  eastern 
North  Carolina,  making  the 
moderate  attendance  "not  so 
moderate  at  all!"  Church 
buses,  vans  and  automobiles 
brought  children  and  sponsors 
totalling  about  eighty, 
including  our  own  resi- 
dent children's  attendance. 
Churches  were  recognized, 
awards  for  attendance  were 
given,  and  children  par- 
ticipated in  the  activities  of  the 
service  in  Memorial  Chapel. 
After  the  service,  individual 
groups  met  in  the  Sunday 
school  classrooms  for  further 
activities.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  the  entire  group  over- 
ran Central  Cottage  for  hot 
dogs,  potato  chips  and  goodies 
engineered  by  the  culinary 
skills  of  Bobby  Taylor  ( with  the 
help  of  a  number  of  sponsors ) ! 
With  the  meal  coming  to  a 
close,  the  campus  residents 
hosted  an  array  of  recreation 
activities  for  all  ages.  What  a 
great  day  ...  in  spite  of  Diana! 
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UPDATE  ON  MINISTERS' 
HOUSING  ALLOWANCE 

submitted  by  Don  Fader 


Many  of  our  churches, 
through  the  years  have  been 
able  to  provide  to  their  minister 
a  housing  allowance  made 
available  under  Section  107  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Code. 
This  allowance  is  excludable  in 
the  minister's  gross  income 
and  up  to  now  ministers  have 
fully  within  the  letter  of  the  law 
deducted  interest  and  taxes 
from  their  income  just  like 
other  taxpayers.  However, 
early  in  1983,  the  IRS  published 
Revenue  Ruling  83-3  which,  in 
part,  provides  that  the  minister 
may  no  longer  deduct  interest 
and  taxes  paid  on  a  personal 
residence  to  the  extent  the 
amounts  expended  are 
allocated  to  tax-exempt  in- 
come. It  has  been  scheduled  to 
take  effect  in  stages  with  all 
parts  becoming  operable  by 
January  1,  1985. 

This  revenue  ruling  has  the 
potential  to  penalize  both 
churches  and  ministers  in 
regard  to  compensation  re- 
ceived. With  this  deduction 
removed,  the  minister  will  find 
himself  in  a  higher  tax  bracket 
requiring  him  to  earn  more 
money  just  to  stay  even  with  his 
income  level  of  one  year  ago. 


The  church,  simply  to  maintain 
their  minister's  salary,  will 
need  to  increase  his  compensa- 
tion by  15,  20,  or  even  30  per- 
cent. Naturally,  this  creates  a 
hardship  for  the  church  and  the 
minister,  and  for  this  reason, 
most  ministers  I  have  spoken  to 
are  opposed  to  Revenue  Ruling 
83-3. 

On  Wednesday,  April  11, 1984, 
Senator  Helms  addressed  the 
Senate  regarding  the  conse- 
quences of  this  ruling.  He  is 
quoted  in  the  Congressional 
Record,  Volume  130,  No.  47,  as 
saying,  "Traditionally,  Con- 
gress has  tried  to  promote 
religion  by  refraining  from  tax- 
ing religious  activities  and  by 
providing  certain  tax  benefits 
for  those  involved  in  religious 
activities.  We  provide  these  tax 
benefits  because  of  the  long- 
standing recognition  by  the 
American  people  that  govern- 
ment exists  to  serve  the  com- 
mon good  of  society.  Govern- 
ment is  the  servant,  not  the 
master,  of  the  people. 
Therefore,  it  is  perfectly  proper 
for  the  Government  to  give 
preferred  status  to  certain  in- 
stitutions in  society  for  the 
public  good.  Religion  certainly 


occupies    such   a  place 
American  society." 

Since  June  of  last  yet], 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  has  beji 
working  to  help  ministers  kei 
the  full  tax  benefits  of  their  pji 
sonage  allowance  in  the  face 
IRS  efforts  to  reduce  tho 
benefits. 

In  April  1984,  Senator  Helri 
and  Senator  John  Warner  <| 
fered  an  amendment  to  tl! 
deficit  reduction  package 
postpone  the  IRS  ruling  fro 
taking  effect  for  eitht 
ministers  or  military  personn 
until  January  1,  1986.  Th 
amendment  was  adopte 
without  opposition. 

The  Warner-Helms  Ament 
ment,  however,  was  watere 
down  in  a  conference  commi 
tee  to  apply  only  to  ministers  o> 
their  pre-1983  purchases  an' 
only  through  January  1,  198(" 
But   Senators   Helms  ani 
Warner  did  not  give  up  at  thai 
point.  When  the  Department  a 
Defense   Authorization  BiJ 
came  before  the  Senate  in  June 
two   southern   Senators  per 
suaded  the  Senate  to  adop 
another   amendment   on  thill 
housing  allowance  issue. 

That  amendment  repeals  th(i 
IRS  ruling  entirely  and  leave:! 
in  place  pre-1983  law  for  both 
the  clergy  and  the  military.  I 
passed  by  the  House  and  signed 
by  the  President,  it  would  be 
permanent  law. 

The  amendment  is  now  in  a 
Conference  Committee  along 
with  the  rest  of  the  Defense 
Department  Bill.  Its  fate  will 
not  be  known  until  the  Con- 
ference report  is  voted  on  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress. 

As  of  the  writing  of  this  arti- 
cle, no  word  was  received 
regarding  the  Conference 
Report  vote.  We  hope  there  is 
still  time  for  you  to  contact 
your  Congressman  and  urge  his 
support  on  this  important  issue. 
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AN  URGENT  REQUEST 

Mount  Olive  College  has 
]ore  than  twenty  students  who 
fe  enrolled  in  courses  of  study 
preparation  for  the  Christian 
inistry.  Many  of  these 
jdents  are  married  and  have 
milies,  and  some  of  them 
Lve  given  up  employment  and 
oved  to  Mount  Olive  in  order 
enroll  in  the  four-year 
inisterial  program. 
The  College  provides  tuition 
holarships  and  other  forms  of 
lancial  aid  for  both  ministers 
id  their  wives.  Several  of  the 
udents  have  part-time 
nployment  at  the  College  as  a 
eans  of  providing  for  their 
milies. 

From  time  to  time,  however, 
few  of  our  ministerial 
udents  have  special  financial 
>eds.  Recently  one  of  our 
inisterial  students  was  at  the 
tint  of  withdrawing  from  Col- 
ge  because  of  the  birth  of 
ins  which  made  it  necessary 
r  his  wife  to  be  unemployed 
r  a  period  of  time  and  which 
so  substantially  increased  his 
edical  and  grocery  expenses. 
)  enable  this  student  and 
hers  to  continue  their  educa- 
m,  Mount  Olive  College  has 
tablished  the  "Ministerial 
udent  Assistance  Fund." 
lere  is  an  urgent  need  for  con- 
ibutions  to  this  fund  at  this 
ne,  and  concerned  persons 
td  churches  are  invited  to 
ake  immediate  gifts  in  the 
nount  of  their  choosing, 
leeks  should  be  made  payable 
Mount  Olive  College  and 
arked  "Ministerial  Student 
ssistance  Fund."  Gifts  to  this 
nd  are  tax  deductible  and  will 
i  properly  acknowledged. 


1984  COLLEGE  DINNERS 

During  the  week  of  October  1-6  the  first  four  College  dinners  for 
1984  were  held  and  gifts  were  received  as  follows: 

County  Contributions 

Edgecombe-Halifax  $  7,916 

Nash  3,663 
Onslow,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick  2,769 
Lenoir  6,482 
Total  $20,831 
Gift  support  at  these  dinners  was  up  $1,347  over  last  year.  The 
gift  support  at  these  dinners  is  vital  to  the  development  of  Mount 
Olive  into  a  four-year  college. 

Persons  who  contribute  unrestricted  gifts  of  $100  or  more  are 
recognized  as  Bridge  Builders.  The  first  four  dinners  included  31 
Bridge  Builders  who  are  listed  below. 


County 

Edgecombe-Halifax 


Nash 


Onslow,  New  Hanover, 
and  Brunswick 

Lenoir 


Church 

Edge  wood 

Rocky  Mount,  First 


Tarboro,  First 


Barnes  Hill 


Free  Union 

Memorial  Chapel 
Union  Chapel 

Folkstone 
Sneads  Ferry 
Hugo 


Kinston,  First 


Westside  Church 


White  Oak  Grove 


Bridge  Builder 

Rufus  Harrell 
Mrs.  Florence  Harrell 
Mrs.  Kate  R.  Merritt 
Mrs.  Kathryn  H.  Ricks 
William  S.  Wooten 
Steve  Bulluck 
Donald  E.  Case 
James  Beach 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Evans 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Langley 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Poland 
Mrs.  Lettie  J.  Joyner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonnie  Worrell 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garlard  W.  Hon 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Duncan 
H.  C.  Morgan 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  R.  Taylor 
Lervy  Bryant 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Bowing 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Taylor 

Miss  Sonya  F.  McCoy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  R.  McCoy 

Mrs.  Bessie  Williams 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Eubanks 

Mrs.  Mary  McCarter 

David  L.  Lee 

Layman's  League 

Hulon  G.  Whitehead 

Mrs.  Christine  Stokes 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Wood 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Brown 


FALL  VISITATION  DAYS  AT  MOC 

Educational  opportunities  available  at  Mount  Olive  College  are 
more  exciting  than  ever.  The  junior  class  is  enrolled.  The  new 
recreation  program  and  the  four-year  courses  are  in  full  swing. 

Fall  Visitation  Day  activities  are  planned  for  Friday,  October 
26;  Saturday,  November  10;  and  Monday,  November  12.  These 
days  will  offer  prospective  students,  their  parents  and  friends  a 
glimpse  of  the  challenges  of  college  life. 

Faculty  and  students  will  meet  with  campus  visitors,  and  there 
will  be  personalized  group  discussions.  Campus  tours,  lunch  and 
entertainment  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  are  planned  for 
each  of  the  three  days. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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These  students  invite  you  to  visit 
the  Mount  Olive  College  campus 
during  the  198^  Visitation  Days. 


Auditions  will  be  conducted  for  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers 
on  November  10.  Interviews  for  Honors  Scholarships  are  set  for  Oc- 
tober 26  and  November  10. 

Select  one  of  the  three  days  to  visit  the  campus.  Come  to  the 
Henderson  Building  at  10  a.m.  to  register  and  find  out  for  yourself 
what  Mount  Olive  College  has  to  offer. 

For  reservations  and  information  contact  the  Admissions  Of- 
fice, Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365; 
telephone  (919)  658-2502. 

MRS.  RILEY  TO  VISIT  SCHOOLS 

Mrs.  Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of  Admissions,  will  be  visiting 
schools  in  Wake  County.  Please  note  the  day  and  time  in  your  area 
and  encourage  prospective  students  to  talk  to  Mrs.  Riley  about 
their  college  plans. 

Mount  Olive  College  is  participating  in  College  Day  Programs 
in  high  schools  and  technical  colleges  throughout  eastern  North 
Carolina. 

The  schedule  for  the  week  of  October  22-26  follows. 


Monday,  October  22 


8:00- 
1:15- 


9:15 
2:30 


Fuquay  Senior  High,  Fuquay-Varina 
Garner  Senior  High,  Garner 


Tuesday,  October  23 


8:00-  9:15    East  Wake  Senior  High  and  Zebulon  High  at  East 

Wake  High  School,  Wendell 
1:15-  2:30   Enloe  Senior  High  School,  Raleigh 
Wednesday,  October  24 


8:00-  9:15 
10:15-11:30 
1:15-  2:30 

Thursday,  October  25 


Athens  Drive  Senior  High,  Raleigh 
Cary  Senior  High,  Cary 
Apex  Senior  High  School 


8:00-  9:15 
1:15-  2:30 
7:30-  9:30 

Friday,  October  26 


Broughton  Senior  High  School,  Raleigh 
Millbrook  Senior  High,  Raleigh 

General  session  for  all  Wake  County  Schools  at  Athens 
Drive  Senior  High  School 


8:00-  9:15   Wake  Forest-Rolesville  Senior  High,  Wake  Forest 
10:30-11:30   Cardinal  Gibbons,  Raleigh 
1 : 15-  2 : 30    Sanderson  Senior  High,  Raleigh 


FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS 
October  21 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Rapen 
President,  Juniper  Chaper 
Church,  Craven  County,  10  a.m 
combined  Sunday  schoo' 
classes  and  11  a.m.  worship 
service.  The  Rev.  Harry  Jone 
is  pastor. 

Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  Professo 
of  Religion,  College  Day  Seri 
vice,  Union  Grove  Church 
Wayne  County,  11  a.m.  worshi] 
service.  The  Rev.  C.  Ra^ 
Taylor  is  pastor. 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
SEPTEMBER,  1984 
Total  $1,205.59 

ALBEMARLE 
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Mount  Tabor 

$  25.C| 

Shiloh 

50.c; 

Sidney 

62.8 

Total 

$i37.s: 

CAPE  FEAR 

] 

Pleasant  Grove 

$100.C; 

Wooten's  Chapel 

50.0 

Total 

$150.0! 

CENTRAL 

Ayden 

$100.0| 

Daniels  Chapel 

60.0, 

Hugo 

25.0[ 

Tarboro,  First 

125.0: 

Total 

$310.0! 

EASTERN 

Arapahoe 

$150.o| 

Dublin  Grove 

15.0j 

Oriental 

5.»! 

Total 

$170.0| 

PIEDMONT 

High  Point 

$  56.6: 

Total 

$  56.6: 

WESTERN 

Flood's  Chapel 

$  6.01 

Free  Union 

50.01 

Rosebud 

50.0t 

Sherron  Acres 

20.01 

Spring  Hill 

125.01 

St.  Mary's 

100.01 

Total 

$351.0( 

STATEWIDE 

St.  Cloud,  First  (Florida) 

$  30.CK 

Total 

$  30.W 

Have   you   renewed  youi 
subscription  to  The  Free  Will 
Baptist? 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

<Sunday  <Safzoo[  Jl 


For  October  21 

THE  HOLY 
SPIRIT'S  TEMPLE 

Lesson  Text:  1  Corinthians 
3:16,  17;  6:12-20;  Ephesians 
5:15-20 

JMemory  Verse:  1  Corinthians 
I  3:17 

j  A  recent  writer  remarks  that 
reading  1  Corinthians  is  like 
listening  to  one  side  of  a 
Itelephone  conversation.  Some 
parts  of  it  may  puzzle  us 
pecause  we  do  not  hear  all  that 
is  said. 

Paul  had  no  telephone,  of 
course,  and  his  letter  to  the  Co- 
rinthians was  written  rather 
than  spoken.  It  was  written  in 
response  to  communications  he 
had  received  from  Corinth,  and 
we  know  nothing  about  those 
communications. 

From  some  of  Chloe's  people 
Paul  had  learned  of  quarrels  in 
Corinth  (1  Corinthians  1:11). 
From  some  source  he  knew 
about  a  case  of  fornication  that 
the  church  was  failing  to  deal 
with  (5:1).  Somehow  he  had 
heard  that  some  Christians 
were  going  to  law  with  their 
brethren  ( 6 : 6 ) .  He  had  received 
a  letter  with  some  inquiries 
about  marriage  and  sex  (7:1). 
Perhaps  the  same  letter  in- 
quired about  eating  meat  from 
animals  offered  in  sacrifice  to 
pagan  gods  ( 8 : 1 ,  4 ) .  The  re  were 
questions  also  about  women  in 
the  church  (11:3),  about  the 
Lord's  Supper  (11:20),  about 
spiritual  gifts  (12:1).  And  in 
some  way  Paul  had  learned 
that  some  people  at  Corinth 
were  saying  there  is  no  resur- 
rection ( 15 : 12 ) .  In  1  Corinthians 
Paul  dealt  specifically  with  all 
these  matters. 

Among  all  the  problems  of 
the  troubled  church  at  Corinth, 
Paul  chose  to  discuss  first  the 
problem    of    division  and 


disputing.  Each  quarreling 
group  claimed  to  be  following 
some  notable  leader— Paul, 
who  started  the  church  in  Cor- 
inth; Apollos,  a  brilliant 
preacher  who  taught  there 
later;  or  Cephas  (Simon 
Peter),  a  leader  among  the 
twelve  who  were  apostles 
before  Paul  even  became  a 
Christian.  Some  claimed  to  be 
followers  of  Christ  instead  of 
any  of  those  men. 

Paul  reminded  the  Corin- 
thians that  he  and  Apollos  were 
co-workers,  not  competitors. 
He  came  first  and  planted  the 
church;  Apollos  came  later  to 
water  it  and  keep  it  alive  and 
growing.  In  another  figure, 
Paul  said  he  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  church  in  Corinth,  and 
Apollos  built  on  it.  But  neither 
of  the  workers  was  anything: 
the  building  was  God's. 

What  kind  of  a  building  was  it 
that  Paul  and  Apollos  were 
making  for  God?  The  first 
verse  of  our  text  describes  it. 

Recently  in  Saint  Louis,  the 
people  were  rudely  shocked  by 
a  wanton  act  of  vandalism  that 
almost  destroyed  a  school 
building.  The  police  discovered 
that  someone  had  smeared 
mayonnaise  and  catsup  on 
several  of  the  walls  and  had 
turned  scores  of  the  seats  over. 
In  one  room  the  desks  were 
piled  higher  than  a  man's  head. 
To  add  further  to  the  ruin,  the 
person  or  persons  responsible 
had  turned  on  faucets,  and  the 
floor  was  covered  with  water, 
drenching  the  scattered  papers 
and  books.  It  took  many  days 
and  thousands  of  dollars  to 
repair  the  damage.  As  one 
newspaper  reported,  "The  tem- 
ple of  learning  had  been 
desecrated." 

Much  as  we  regret  such  unac- 
countable acts,  there  is  another 
type  of  vandalism  that  makes 
us  shudder.  It  is  spiritual  in 
nature,  and  involves  the  defil- 


ing of  the  temple  of  God,  the 
church,  by  those  who  make  up 
the  church.  The  defilement 
may  take  the  form  of  immoral 
behavior,  dishonest  dealings,  a 
divisive  spirit  among  the 
members,  or  a  hundred  other 
things.  Whatever  brings 
disrepute  to  the  church  falls  in 
this  category.  It  is  a  crime  of 
such  magnitude  that  it  comes  in 
for  the  strongest  condemnation 
of  the  apostolic  writer.  Surely 
one  who  realizes  that  the 
church  is  the  temple  of  God  will 
not  besmirch  it  by  unseemly 
behavior.  It  would  be  like 
throwing  tar  on  the  white  sur- 
face of  a  literal  temple.  Let  us 
never  be  guilty  of  any  act  that 
might  grieve  the  holy  tenant. 

One  of  the  pagan  philoso- 
phers said  to  a  humble  Chris- 
tian one  day,  "Come,  let  us  go 
up  to  the  temple."  The  Chris- 
tian replied,  "I  do  not  have  to 
go.  I  am  the  temple."  The 
pagan  was  referring  to  the  tem- 
ple of  the  pagan  deity  wor- 
shiped locally,  whereas  the 
Christian  referred  to  his  own 
body.  It  was  mind-blowing  for 
pagans  in  the  first  century  to  be 
told  that  the  temple  was  not  a 
place,  but  a  person.  God's  tem- 
ple was  not  something  built  by 
man,  but  someone  constructed 
by  God.  An  idol  could  only  be 
moved  and  carried  in  a 
person's  hands,  but  a  Christian 
took  God  with  him  in  his  heart. 
In  a  sense,  every  place  was  ho- 
ly if  a  Christian  was  there, 
because  he  sanctified  it  with 
God's  presence. 

Paul  said  that  "your  body  is 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have 
of  God."  Every  relationship  of 
life  is  changed,  every  transac- 
tion is  altered,  and  every  act  is 
transformed  when  a  Christian 
enters  into  it.  What  a  tragedy 
that  there  are  those  who  try  to 
destroy  this  temple. — Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 
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Scripture  Reading  — Luke  2,  3 

EXAMPLE -OR  SAVIOUR? 
Socrates  taught  for  forty  years,  Plato  for  fif- 
ty, Aristotle  for  forty,  and  Jesus  for  only  three; 
yet  those  three  years  infinitely  transcend  in  in- 
fluence the  combined  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  of  teaching  of  Socrates,  Plato,  and  Aristo- 
tle, three  of  the  greatest  men  of  all  antiquity. 
Jesus  painted  no  pictures;  yet  the  paintings  of 
Raphael,  Michelangelo,  and  Leonardo  da  Vinci 
received  their  inspiration  from  Him.  Jesus  wrote 
no  poetry;  but  Dante,  Milton,  and  scores  of  the 
world's  greatest  poets  were  inspired  by  Him. 
Jesus  composed  no  music;  still  Haydn,  Handel, 
Beethoven,  Bach,  and  Mendelssohn  reached 
their  highest  perfection  of  melody  in  the  hymns, 
symphonies,  and  oratorios  written  in  His  praise. 
Thus  every  sphere  of  human  greatness  has  been 
incomparably  enriched  by  the  humble  carpenter 
of  Nazareth.  But  His  unique  contribution  to  the 
race  of  men  is  the  salvation  of  the  soul. 
Philosophy  could  not  accomplish  that— nor  art— 
nor  literature— nor  music.  Only  Jesus  Christ  can 
break  the  power  of  sin;  only  He  can  speak 
"power  into  the  strengthless  soul,  and  life  into 
the  dead."  The  world  admires  Christ  afar  off. 
Some  adopt  Him  as  their  example  and  try  to  pat- 
tern their  lives  after  His.  A  few  open  the  door 
of  their  hearts  and  invite  Him  in  to  be  their 
Saviour. 


Though  Christ  a  thousand  times  in  Bethlehem  be 
born, 

If  He's  not  born  in  thee,  thy  soul  is  still  forlorn. 


MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Luke  4,  5 

THE  UNIQUE  CHRIST 

His  birth  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  life. 

His  death  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  death. 

He  had  no  cornfields  or  fisheries  but  He 
could  spread  a  table  for  five  thousand  and  have 
bread  and  fish  to  spare.  He  walked  on  no 
beautiful  carpets  or  velvet  rugs,  but  He  walked 
on  the  waters  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  they  sup- 
ported Him. 

Three  years  He  preached  His  gospel.  He 
wrote  no  book,  built  no  church  house,  had  no 
monetary  backing.  But  after  nineteen  hundred 
years,  He  is  the  one  central  character  of  human 


history,  the  Pivot  around  which  the  events  of  th 
ages  revolve,  and  the  only  Regenerator  of  th 
human  race. 

Was  it  merely  the  Son  of  Joseph  and  Marjj 
who  crossed  the  world's  horizon  nineteen  hurt 
dred  years  ago?  Was  it  merely  human  blood  tha 
was  spilled  at  Calvary's  hill  for  the  redemptiot 
of  sinners? 


What  thinking  man  can  keep  from  exclaim 
ing:  "My  Lord  and  My  God!" 


TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Luke  6,  7 

FACE  TO  FACE 
Two  infidels  once  sat  in  a  railroad  trail 
discussing  Christ's  wonderful  life.  One  of  then 
said,  "I  think  an  interesting  romance  could  b<' 
written  about  Him."  The  other  replied,  "And  yoi| 
are  just  the  man  to  write  it.  Set  forth  the  correc 
view  of  His  life  and  character.  Tear  down  th< 
prevailing  sentiment  as  to  His  divineness  an< 
paint  Him  as  He  was— a  man  among  men."  Th< 
suggestion  was  acted  upon  and  the  romance  wai 
written.  The  man  who  made  the  suggestion  wa; 
Colonel  Ingersoll;  the  author  was  General  Lev 
Wallace ;  and  the  book  was  Ben  Hur.  In  the  pro 
cess  of  constructing  it  he  found  himself  facing 
the  unaccountable  Man.  The  more  he  studied  Hi 
life  and  character  the  more  profoundly  he  wai 
convinced  that  He  was  more  than  a  man  amonj 
men;  until  at  length,  like  the  centurion  under  tht 
cross,  he  was  constrained  to  cry,  "Verily,  thi; 
was  the  Son  of  God!" 


I  am  far  within  the  mark  when  I  say  that  al 
the  armies  that  ever  marched,  and  all  the  naviei 
that  ever  were  built,  and  all  the  parliaments  thai 
ever  sat,  and  all  the  kings  that  ever  reigned,  pu[ 
together,  have  not  affected  the  life  of  man  upo% 
this  earth  as  powerfully  as  has  that  one  solitart 
life — the  life  of  Christ. 


WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Luke  8,  9 

A  RABBI  WHO  WAS  CONQUERED 
Some  years  ago  two  Christian  missionarie: 
entered  a  town  in  Poland.  No  Jew  would  listen  t( 
them.  At  last  they  sent  a  challenge  to  the  rabb 
for  a  public  debate  on  whether  Jesus  was  th< 
Christ.   For  three   days  the   synagogue  war 
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^owded,  and  at  last  the  missionaries  were  cast 
jit,  spit  upon,  and  beaten,  and  barely  escaped 
lith  their  lives.  The  rabbi  was  applauded  as  a 
blendid  monument  of  truth.  Another  Sabbath  he 
d  not  conduct  the  worship.  Another  Sabbath 
lissed  with  a  deputy  preacher.  Then  a  notice 
las  issued  that  Rabbi  Goldringer  wished  to  see 
1.1  the  members  of  the  synagogue  on  the  third 
ibbath.  Amid  breathless  silence,  the  rabbi, 
£ry  pale,  arose  and  said:  "Brethren,  you  are  all 
Ware  of  the  recent  controversy.  You  were  good 
nough  to  acclaim  me  as  victor  in  that  debate.  As 
.have  to  stand  before  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  I 
mst  tell  you,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they 
lay,  that  /  was  conquered;  and  I  am  here  to  say, 
mong  all  those  who  know  me  best,  that  Jesus  of 
azareth  is  the  Messiah  of  whom  Moses  and  the 
aw  spake." 


Yes,  Jesus  is  Lord! 


HURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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jcripture  Reading  — Luke  10,  11 

THE  CARPENTER 

"The  sun  beat  down  on  the  village, 

And  in  at  the  open  door; 
But  the  Carpenter's  hands  were  busy, 

For  the  Carpenter's  folk  were  poor. 
The  sweat  was  bright  on  His  forehead, 

As  He  cut  and  planed  each  length; 
For,  to  feed  and  to  clothe  His  dear  ones, 

The  Carpenter  gave  His  strength. 

"The  Carpenter  stood  in  the  city, 

And  the  helpless  about  Him  lay; 
The  lame  man  shouted  for  fleetness; 

The  blind  man  sobbed  for  the  day. 
And  healing  flowed  from  His  fingers; 

At  His  touch  the  weak  grew  brave ; 
For,  to  heal  and  to  help  the  helpless, 

His  virtue  the  Carpenter  gave. 

"On  a  lonely  hill,  Golgotha, 

Men  set  the  cruel  Tree ; 
And  crucified  the  Carpenter 

That  day  for  you  and  me. 
They  nailed  those  hands  so  holy. 

Those  feet  they  drove  the  spike— 
For,  to  save  the  souls  of  all  mankind, 

The  Carpenter  gave  His  life." 


FRIDAY,  2fi 
OCTOBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Luke  12,  13 

WHO  IS  THE  MAN? 
A  few  years  ago  the  principal  of  the  English 
Mission  College  at  Cairo,  Egypt,  received  a  let- 
ter from  a  Japanese  Buddhist  of  the  city  whose 
children  were  attending  his  school.  "Who  is  John 
three  sixteen?  My  children  are  always  talking 
about  him?" 

The  principal  sent  a  note  back  saying  that 
"John  three  sixteen"  was  not  a  person  but  a 
verse  out  of  a  book. 

He  promptly  received  another  letter  from 
the  man.  "Can  you  supply  me  with  a  copy  of  the 
book?" 

A  copy  was  sent  and  although  the  man  was 
then  leaving  Cairo,  the  principal  soon  received 
word  that  the  father  and  all  members  of  the 
family  had  become  Christians. 


Friendless?  No,  not  friendless 
Since  Jesus  is  my  friend; 

I  change,  but  He  remaineth 
True,  faithful  to  the  end. 


SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Luke  14-16 

WE  NEED  MORE  THAN  AN  EXAMPLE 
Dr.  Joseph  Parker  on  one  occasion,  referred 
to  the  Unitarian  conception  of  Jesus  Christ  as  a 
great  example  only,  and  then  went  on  to  say: 
"We  have  been  to  hear  Paderewski  play.  It  was 
wonderful,  superb,  magnificent.  Then  we  went 
home  and  looked  at  the  piano.  We  would  have 
sold  it  to  the  first  man  who  would  have  been  fool 
enough  to  buy  it.  This  is  the  effect  of  your  great 
examples  upon  us.  I  want  not  only  a  great  exam- 
ple, but  a  great  Saviour,  one  who  can  deliver  me 
from  my  weakness  and  my  sins."  To  follow  a 
good  example  in  the  future  will  not  blot  out  the 
black  record  of  the  past;  we  need  the  blood  of 
Christ's  atoning  sacrifice  to  accomplish  that.  To 
hear  a  Paderewski  play  will  not  make  us  like  a 
Paderewski.  Could  a  Paderewski  incarnate 
himself  within  one,  he  could  play  like  himself.  So 
the  Christian  life  is  not  Christ  and  I,  but  Christ  in 
me. 


Lonely  ?  No,  not  lonely 

With  Jesus  standing  by; 

His  presence  always  cheers  me, 
I  know  that  He  is  nigh. 


We  need  the  Christ  within  to  live  the  Christ 
without. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  New  Master  Book  of  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 
1:30— Memorial   Service,  Memorial 

Committee 
1:40— Layman's  League  Report 
1:45— Final   Report   of  Credentials 
Committee 
—Final  Report  of  the  Examining 
Board 

2:00— Committee  Reports 
—Temperance 

—  Digest 

—  Finance  Committee 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—Resolutions  Committee 
—Nominations 
—Elections 

3:00— Miscellaneous  Business 

—  Read  and  Approve  Minutes 

—  Installation  of  Officers  and  Com- 
mittee Members 

3: 15  — Adjournment-Closing  Hymn- 
Benediction 

Homecoming  Day  at 
Rocky  Mount  Church 

Homecoming  day  will  be 
observed  at  Rocky  Mount 
Church,  Rocky  Mount,  on  Oc- 
tober 21.  The  Rev.  A.  B.  Bryan 
is  the  speaker. 

Homecoming  at 
Bethany  Church 

Bethany  Church,  located 
near  Winterville,  will  observe 
her  annual  homecoming  on 
Sunday  morning,  October  21. 
Tribute  will  be  paid  to  those 
who  have  labored  faithfully  in 
the  church  through  the  years, 
and  there  will  be  a  memorial 
service  for  those  who  have 
departed  to  be  with  the  Lord 
during  the  past  year.  The  Rev. 
C.  L.  Patrick  will  deliver  the 
homecoming  message.  Former 
pastors,  members  and  friends 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
this  special  service.  Lunch  will 
be  served  during  the  noon  hour 
followed  by  a  time  of  Christian 
fellowship  and  gospel  singing. 

Homecoming  and  Revival  at 
Edgewood  Church  Planned 

Edgewood  Church,  Crisp, 
will  hold  its  homecoming  on 
Sunday,  October  21.  The  Rev. 
Luther  Bissette  will  present  the 
morning  message,  and  lunch 
will  be  served  on  the  grounds. 
The  Oak  Grove  Boys  will  pro- 
vide music  for  the  afternoon 


service.  Edgewood's  revival 
will  be  held  October  24-26, 
Wednesday  through  Friday, 
with  the  Rev.  Clyde  Cox 
presenting  the  message  at  7 : 30 
nightly.  There  will  be  special 
singing  each  night.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend  these  services. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  October  19 

Watery  Branch  Church,  Route 
2,  Stantonsburg 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.   Dave  DeHart, 
evangelist 

October  17-19 

Rocky  Mount,  Rocky  Mount 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Noah  Brown, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Mark  Hobbs,  pas- 
tor 

October  21-24 

Marlboro  Church,  Farmville 

Time:  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Stacy  Carter, 
evangelist 

The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers,  pas- 
tor 

October  22-26 

Bethany  Church,  Winterville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick, 

pastor 

October  22-27 

Owens  Chapel  Church,  Route  3, 
Elm  City 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Frankie  Flowers, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Melvin  Moore, 
pastor 

Homecoming  Day  Planned  for 
Friendship  Church 

Friendship  Church,  Route  1, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  will 
observe  its  annual  homecoming 
day,  on  Sunday,  October  28, 
1984,  with  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Chapman  as  speaker.  Sunday 
school  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  and 
morning  worship  services  at  11 
a.m.  A  picnic  lunch  will  follow 
in  the  fellowship  education 
building  at  noon.  The  Rev.  Paul 
Grubbs  is  pastor. 


Shady  Grove  Church 

To  Have  Homecoming  i 

Shady  Grove  Church,  ne 
Dunn,  will  observe  its  annt 
homecoming  on  October  : 
1984.  The  church  will  al 
celebrate  its  134th  anniversa 
that  day  thanking  the  Lord  f 
His  guidance  and  blessin 
over  the  past  years.  A  speci 
tribute  to  its  senior  citizens  w 
be  given  by  Mrs.  Linda  Stewa 
during  the  morning  service. 

A  processional  offering  w 
be  received  with  each  pers< 
bringing  his  offering  to  tl 
altar.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Je 
Scarborough,  will  bring  tl 
morning  message.  A  picn 
lunch  will  be  served  at  nool 
The  afternoon  program  w: 
feature  both  the  adult  ar 
youth  choirs  and  the  Foi 
Clefs.  A  memorial  servic 
remembering  the  churc 
members  who  have  died  in  tr 
past  year  will  be  given  by  Mr; 
Bonnie  Lockamy. 

All  former  pastors,  membei 
and  friends  are  cordially  ii 
vited  to  attend  this  service. 
Upcoming  Events 
Pleasant  Hill  Church 

Everyone  is  cordially  invite 
to  attend  homecoming  service 
at  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Rout 
2,  Pikeville,  on  October  21.  Th 
Rev.  Henry  Armstrong  will  b 
the  speaker. 

Revival  services  at  Pleasan 
Hill  begin  November  12-16,  a 
7 : 30  p.m.  The  evangelist  will  b<; 
the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS  I 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 
good.  This  need  has  often  beei 
emphasized  by  the  local  churc] 
of  Chabra  which  is  located  in  | 
big  village.  The  Christian  com 
munity  of  Chabra  is  totally 
Free  Will  Baptist.  They  an 
good  and  exemplary  Christian: 
and  realize  that  througl 
various  means  the  Christianity 
and  the  life  of  Jesus  Chris 
should  be  expounded  among  th< 
non-Christians  so  that  they  may 
be  saved  from  condemnatioi 
for  eternity. 

Dr.  Emmanuel  M.  Lai! 

India 
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THE  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  needs  your 
help.  Can  we  count  on  you? 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  has  experienced 
several  bad  years  financially.  While  our  1983-84  fiscal  year  was  a 
profitable  one,  it  will  take  some  time— and  a  lot  of  money— to 
remedy  the  problems  we  have  been  facing  recently. 

The  Press  is  a  source  of  Sunday  school  and  church  sup- 
plies for  our  churches.  All  types  of  literature  are  printed  at  and 
handled  by  the  Foundation.  Our  denominational  paper,  The  Free 
Will  Baptist,  is  a  product  of  our  work  and  represents  only  one  of 
our  attempts  to  aid  you— and  our  church  — in  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  Materials  for  women's,  men's  and  youth  meetings  can  be 
found  in  our  stores,  and  our  salespeople  stand  ready  to  assist 
you  with  your  purchases.  Your  church  can  also  have  custom 
items  printed  by  our  skilled  technicians.  But  all  of  these  efforts 
can  be  greatly  hindered  when  money  is  a  problem. 

That  is  one  reason  why  certificates  of  membership  are 
made  available  to  Free  Will  Baptist  organizations.  What 
organizations?  Well,  those  groups  qualifying  to  hold  member- 
ships are  as  follows:  churches,  union  meetings,  quarterly 
district  meetings,  conferences,  conventions,  other  organiza- 
tions recognized  or  sponsored  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  and  such  other  groups  or  organizations  within  the 
framework  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  following  hold  membership  in  the  Foundation. 


MEMBERSHIPS  IN  THE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS  FOUNDATION,  INC. 


>"o.  of 
ihares 

3 
4 
2 

2% 
2 
8 
10 
5 


Out  of  State 

Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist  League,  Timmonsville.  SC 
Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School,  Timmonsville,  SC 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Texas.  Snow  Hill 
First  Quarterly  District  of  SC,  Hemingway,  SC 
Liberty  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Manning,  SC 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference.  Timmonsville.  SC 
South  Carolina  Sunday  School  Convention.  Timmonsville,  SC 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  Midway.  Georgia 

Conventions 

North  Carolina  State  Convention.  Goldsboro 
North  Carolina  State  Layman's  League.  Snow  Hill 


2  North  Carolina  State  League  Convention.  Winterville 

5  North  Carolina  State  Sunday  School  Convention,  Smithfield 

Conferences* 

6  Albemarle  Union  Meeting  of  Albemarle  Conference.  Ahoskie 
9  Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting  of  North  Carolina,  Newton  Grove 
4  Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Snow  Hill 

126  Central  Conference  of  North  Carolina.  Winterville 

141  Central  Conference  of  North  Carolina  Second  Union.  Greenville 

2  Central  District  Woman's  Auxiliary.  Stantonsburg 

22  Fourth  LInion  of  Central  Conference.  Snow  Hill 

2  Second  Union,  Central  Conference  of  Sunday  School  Convention,  Ayden 

1  Carteret  Union  of  Eastern  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Newport 
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DUKE  UNXVERSXTY  LIBRARY 
PERIODICALS 


DURHAM,  i£  2 


7  7  Hi; 


5      Eastern  Auxiliary  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Vanceboro  1 

172^4  Eastern  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Beulaville  3 

113H  Fifth  Union  Meeting  of  Eastern  Conference,  New  Bern  1 

30  Eastern  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Third  Union  Meeting,  Sneads  Ferry  1 

1  Pee  Dee  Union  #1,  Bladenboro  1 

42^4  Western  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Sims  1 

37  Western  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Micro  1 

13  Western  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Sims  16 

5  Western  Conference  of  North  Carolina,  Micro,  Third  Union  1 

1  Pee  Dee  Association  1 

1 

Churches  and  Auxiliaries  1 

1  Antioch  Church,  Goldsboro  1 

1  Antioch  Church,  New  Bern  1 

1  Arapahoe  Church,  Arapahoe  1 

5  Aspen  Grove  Church,  Walstonburg  1 

1  Aspen  Grove  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Pinetops  1 

16  Ayden  Church,  Ayden  1 

1  Ayden  Layman's  League,  Ayden  1 

3  Bethany  Church,  Winterville  1 

1  Bethany  Layman's  League,  Winterville  1 

1  Bethany  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Winterville  1 

1  Beaverdam  Church,  Whltevllle  3 

5  Bethel  Church,  Merritt  1 

3  Branch  Chapel  Church,  Selma  2 

1  Casey's  Chapel  Church,  Goldsboro  1 

2  Class  #12,  Adults  Sunday  School  Class  of  Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville  1 
2  Core  Creek  Church.  Cove  City  5 
1  Corinth  Church,  Jamesvllle  1 

4  Crusaders  Sunday  School  Class  of  Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville  1 
1  Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run  1 
1  Deep  Run  Sunday  School,  Deep  Run  95 
1  Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton  1 

1  First  Church.  Goldsboro  1 

2  First  Church.  Greenville  1 
1  First  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary.  Greenville  1 

1  First  Church,  Kinston,  Kinston  1 

2  First  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Kinston  1 
1  First  Church,  Plymouth  1 

3  First  Church,  Rocky  Mount  2 
1  First  Church,  Tarboro  1 

6  First  Church,  Wilson  1 

4  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Middlesex  8 
1  Free  Union  Church.  Sea  Level  1 

1  Free  Union  Church.  Spring  Hope  2 

2  Friendship  Church,  Farmville  2 
1  Friendship  Church,  Middlesex  1 
1  Grimsley  Church  Layman's  League,  Snow  Hill  5 
1  Gum  Neck  Church,  Columbia  2 

7  Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville  2 
1  Haymount  Mission,  Fayetteville  1 
1  Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonvllle  1 
1  Holly  Springs  Church,  Kenly  1 

1  Holly  Springs  Church.  Newport  1 

2  Hugo  Church.  Grtfton  1 

5  Hull  Road  Church,  Snow  Hill  12 

1  J.  C.  Griffin  Brotherhood,  Middlesex  1 
5  Juniper  Chapel  Church,  Vanceboro  1 
5  Kenly  Church,  Kenly  1 
2%  King's  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville  1 

2  King's  Cross  Roads  Layman's  League,  Greenville  1 


Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden 
Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama 

Lucy  Wisehart  Auxiliary  of  Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville 

Malachi's  Chapel  Church,  Columbia 

Marlboro  Church,  Farmville 

Marlboro  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Farmville 

Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Kenly 

Milbournie  Church,  Sims 

Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover 

Mount  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton 

Mount  Moriah  Church,  Hamlet 

Mount  Tabor  Sunday  School,  Creswell 

New  Bethlehem  Church,  Alliance 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Elm  City 

Ormondsville  Church,  Ormondsville 

Ormondsville  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Ormondsville 

Ormondsville  YFA,  Ormondsville 

Otter's  Creek  Church,  Macclesfield 

Palmer  Memorial  Church,  Clayton 

Palmer  Memorial  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Clayton 

Palmer  Memorial  Sunday  School,  Clayton 

Peace  Church,  Pinetops 

Pearsall's  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville 

Pine  Level  Church,  Princeton 

Plney  Grove  Church,  Farmville 

Plney  Grove  Church,  Beaufort  County,  Greenville 

Plney  Grove  Sunday  School,  Greenville 

Piney  Grove  League,  Stokes 

Pleasant  Plain  Church,  Selma 

Rain's  Cross  Roads  Church,  Pikevllle 

Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville 

Riverside  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Princeton 

Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey 

Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Grantsboro 

Rocky  Mount,  First  Church,  Rocky  Mount 

Rose  of  Sharon  Sunday  School,  Robersonvllle 

Saint's  Delight  Church,  Bridgeton 

Sandy  Plain  Church,  Pink  Hill 

Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga 

Sherron  Acres  Church,  Durham 

Sidney  Church,  Belhaven 

Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive 

Sound  Side  Church,  Columbia 

Spring  Branch  Church  of  Central  Conference,  Walstonburg 

Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex 

Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield 

Trent  Church,  Merritt 

Union  Chapel  Church,  Jamesvllle 

Union  Grove  Church,  Pikeville 

Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange 

Westside  Church,  Kinston 

White  Oak  Grove  Church,  La  Grange 

Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Rlchlands 

Wintergreen  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Dover 

Winterville  Church,  Winterville 

Winterville  Sunday  School,  Winterville 

YFA  of  Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama 

Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive 

Carolina  Bible  Institute,  Pine  Level 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 
IN  THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS  FOUNDATION,  INC. 


The  memberships  sell  for  $100 
each;  and  each  membership  we 
sell  brings  us  closer  to  retiring  our 
debts. 

Can  we  count  on  you  and  your 
church  group  to  help  us? 


Church  Name. 
Conference  . 


Organization  Name 
Address   
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Amount  Enclosed  
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Editorial! 


Move  Over,  Tolerance! 

Politely  we  sit  back  and  watch  as  Tolerance  becomes 
king.  As  we  become  more  and  more  broadminded,  the  idea 
and  notion  of  right  becomes  more  "relative"  in  nature. 

Tolerance  makes  us  loose,  carefree,  indifferent  to  most 
issues.  The  Mother  of  "What's  the  difference?"  attitudes,  we 
accept  everything  and  stand  for  little  or  nothing.  No  longer  do 
we  possess  serious  convictions;  in  fact,  one  may  wonder  if  we 
are  capable  of  formulating  them.  Tolerance  becomes  a 
serious  evil— and  ought  to  be  seen  as  such.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  when  we  "do  not  stand  for  something,  we  will  fall 
for  anything." 

What  difference  does  it  make?  Well,  let's  look  at  this  more 
closely. 

When  churches,  for  example,  elect  officials,  we  set  those 
people  apart  to  carry  out  certain  tasks.  Let's  suppose  those  in- 
dividuals do  not  take  their  responsibilities  seriously.  What 
happens?  First  of  all,  the  jobs  they  were  set  apart  to  do  go  un- 
done. Second,  those  who  entrusted  them  with  that  responsibili- 
ty are  cheated.  And  third,  those  individuals  who  believe  in 
those  people,  who  look  up  to  them,  come  to  believe  that  they  do 
not  have  to  be  serious  about  carrying  out  their  responsibilities. 

When  Sunday  school  teachers  do  not  attend  church 
regularly,  they  are  in  essence  telling  their  students  that  it  is 
all  right  for  them  to  be  absent;  church  services  are  not  seen  as 
having  any  real  importance.  When  teachers  do  not  attend  Bi- 
ble study  and  prayer  meetings,  students  recognize  that  these 
services  are  not  important  to  their  teacher— and  just  may  not 
be  beneficial  to  them  either. 

When  parents  drop  off  their  children  and  do  not  attend 
church  themselves,  children  grow  to  wonder  why  they  are 
"made"  to  attend.  When  parents  give  their  children  more 
money  for  a  ballgame  on  Friday  night  than  they  "tithe"  on 
Sunday,  sporting  events  are  seen  as  having  more  importance 
than  the  Lord's  work. 

And  the  list  goes  on  ...  . 

Perhaps  we  do  not  have  a  tolerance  problem.  Maybe  com- 
mitment is  the  real  "rascal"  with  which  we  need  to  deal.  I 
believe,  though,  that  tolerance  may  have  gotten  us  into  the 
trouble  we  are  in  now. 

We  cannot  continue  to  go  merrily  on  our  way.  The 
church— local  and  denominational— needs  a  healthy  dose  of  in- 
tolerance—intolerance against  lies,  immorality,  irreligion;  in- 
tolerance against  the  subtle  secularism  eating  away  at  the 
very  center  of  our  lives.  There  needs  to  be  a  flash  point  at 
which  we  explode  when  wrong  is  done.  Have  we  lost  it? 

Tolerating  business  as  usual  is  appeasement  in  the  worst 
form. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
AND  THE  YEAR  2000: 
TOUCHING  GOD  AND  GOD'S  WORLD 

(Speech  delivered  at  the  annual  Pastors'-Superintendents'  Banquet  of  the 
North  Carolina  Sunday  State  School  Convention,  September  7,  1984,  at  Mount 
Olive  College. ) 

by  Dr.  Calvin  Mercer 
Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 


Victor  Hugo  said,  essentially, 
lat  all  the  forces  in  the  world 
re  not  so  powerful  as  an  idea 

hose  time  has  come.  When  an 
lea's  time  comes  there  is 
reated  a  context  for  the 
ealization  of  the  idea  and  then 
11  actions  and  forces  which 
efore  may  have  been  ineffec- 
ive  or  even  destructive  now 
ecome  a  part  of  the  movement 
5ward  the  realization  of  the 
lea.  When  an  idea's  time 
omes,  what  you  do  works  and 
ou  do  what  works.  On  May  25, 
965,  President  John  F.  Ken- 
edy initiated  a  context  for  an 
lea  whose  time  had  come 
rhen  he  told  Congress,  "This 
ation  shall  land  a  man  on  the 
loon  before  this  decade  is 
ut."  Then,  in  this  context  all 
le  skepticism  began  con- 
futing to  the  realization  of 
le  idea.  The  claim,  "It  can't  be 
one,"  just  made  others  work 
11  that  much  harder  and  we  got 
le  congressional  approvals, 
ppropriations  of  money, 
jchnological  breakthroughs, 
'ASA,  and,  ultimately,  men  on 
le  moon  in  1969. 

In  the  1960s  equal  rights  and 
ignity  for  black  Americans 
r&s  an  idea  whose  time  had 
ome.  Before,  every  govern- 
lent  official  who  stood  in  the 
oorway  of  a  school  and  denied 
lack  children  an  education 
ad  been  a  cause,  a  part  of  the 
roblem.  But  now,  these  same 
cts  of  oppression  helped  to 
reate  a  national  dialogue  that 
ventually  led  to  the  movement 
Dr  justice  and  the  end  of  legal 
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discrimination  for  blacks  in  our 
country. 

To  read  about  the  origin  and 
development  of  the  various 
enterprises,  institutions,  and 
programs  of  our  denomina- 
tion—Children's Home, 
Foreign  Missions,  Home  Mis- 
sions, Mount  Olive  College, 
Cragmont,  Press,  Youth  Con- 
vention, Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Layman's  League,  and 
others— is  to  see  example  after 
example  of  the  creation  of  a 
context,  a  dream  some  might 
call  it,  for  the  realization  of  an 
idea  whose  time  had  come. 

I  do  not  know  just  how  it  will 
all  happen.  But,  several 
decades  from  now,  looking 
back,  one  will  be  able  to  see 
clearly  a  definite  development 
of  and  deepening  of  our  rela- 
tionship to  God  and  world. 
There  will  be  key  events  and 
crucial  moments.  This  church, 
that  State  Convention  meeting, 
this  individual  or  institution 
will  play  key  roles.  But  much 
more  importantly  will  be  the 
fact  that  since  a  context  has 
been  created,  everything 
everyone  does  will  contribute  to 
bringing  about  the  maturity. 

As  you  visit  the  nursing 
home,  type  the  bulletin,  repair 
the  old  mimeograph  the  church 
won't  replace,  struggle  with 
that  sermon  that  just  won't 
come.  As  you  beg  that  teacher 
to  take  that  problem  class  just 
one  more  year,  take  care  of  a 
hundred  details  for  the  Satur- 
day night  fish  fry,  get 
frustrated  because  no  one 
comes  to  assembly  on  time.  As 


you  send  out  yet  another  letter 
appealing  for  funds  to  meet 
your  program's  impossible 
budget,  as  you  travel  late  at 
night  to  the  back  side  of 
nowhere  to  share  the  work  of 
your  denominational  enter- 
prise. As  you  perform  all  the 
big  and  little,  easy  and  hard 
tasks  you  may  get  frustrated 
and  discouraged  and  wonder  if 
it's  really  worth  it.  But  it  will 
be,  because  remember,  when 
the  context  is  in  place  for  the 
realization  of  an  idea  whose 
time  has  come,  everything  you 
do  works  ultimately  for  that 
idea. 

And  by  the  way,  this  process 
will  include  plenty  of  disagree- 
ment, opposition,  and  fights— 
sometimes  fierce  — from  the 
local  church  level  all  the  way  to 
the  floor  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion. I  do  not  cry  "peace, 
peace,"  for  I  see  conflict 
among  Free  Will  Baptists  at 
every  level.  Controversy,  in  the 
wrong  context,  can  be  nasty 
and  destructive.  But  when  it's 
time  for  an  idea  to  happen, 
everything  works  for  good  in 
one  way  or  another.  These 
fights  which  lie  ahead,  as  they 
happen,  may  seem  pointless 
and  even  harmful,  but,  like  fix- 
ing the  mimeograph  one  more 
Saturday  night  they  will  work 
for  the  ultimate  realization  of  a 
mature  denomination  touching 
God  and  world.  Set  in  the  con- 
text of  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come,  and  I  might  add,  not  in- 
cidentally, set  in  the  context  of 
a   people    who,    in    spite  of 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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themselves,  increasingly  love 
each  other— let  me  say  that  last 
part  again— set  firmly  in  the 
context  of  a  people,  you  and 
me,  who,  in  spite  of  ourselves, 
find  our  love  for  each  other  get- 
ting deeper  and  wider,  these 
fights  will  be  powerful  tools  for 
growth. 

No  one  but  God  knows  what 
all  the  fights  are  going  to  be 
about.  But  I'll  sure  speculate 
for  you.  The  ordination  of 
women  is  going  to  be  one. 
Women,  through  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  and  other  ways,  have 
made  enormous  contributions 
to  the  life  of  this  denomination. 
And  at  some  point  — next 
month,  ten  years  from  now,  I 
don't  know— some  woman  is  go- 
ing to  come  forward  confessing 
that  God  has  been  dealing  in 
her  heart  for  years  and  that  she 
is  finally  yielding  to  the  call  to 
the  parish  ministry  and  that 
her  love  for  Free  Will  Baptists 
compels  her  to  fulfill  that  call- 
ing in  this  denomination.  And 
then  that  phrase,  the  "doing  of 
theology,"  is  going  to  take  on 
existential  meaning  and  import 
for  this  denomination.  And  it's 
going  to  be  exciting.  I  don't 
know  what  will  be  decided  and 
at  one  level  it  really  doesn't 
matter.  But  it  will  raise  issues, 
initiate  needed  theological 
discussions,  and  contribute  to 
the  process  of  deepening  our 
life  with  God  and  in  the  world. 

There's  another  trend  which 
is  a  potential  source  of  con- 
flict—an increasingly  active 
laity.  The  laity  more  and  more 
will  play  important  roles  in  the 
leadership  and  affairs  of  Free 
Will  Baptists  in  a  replay  of  the 
sixteenth-century  Protestant 
Reformation.  The  ordained 
clergy  will  no  longer  be  seen, 
consciously  or  unconsciously, 
as  infallible  messengers  from 
God,  but  as  brothers  in  Christ, 
co-workers  within  the  com- 
munity of  sinners.  The 
Layman's  League  is  but  one  ex- 
pression of  this  general  move- 
ment whose  pace  will  quicken 
in  the  years  ahead.  Though 
they  have  called  for  it  and 


prayed  for  it  for  years,  some 
ministers  will  nonetheless  feel 
a  bit  of  anxiety  and  insecurity 
at  this  trend  as  it  materializes. 
It's  always  hard  to  relinquish 
power.  What  will  happen  as  a 
result  of  these  shifting  sands,  I 
don't  know,  but  it  will  be  ex- 
citing and  it  will  produce 
growth. 

Another  source  of  conflict 
will  be  education,  both  the 
amount  and  kind,  which  is 
already  a  sensitive  issue  in  our 
ranks.  The  opposition  of  those, 
who  for  various  reasons,  fight 
education  is  to  be  welcomed.  It 
is  to  be  welcomed  for  in  the 
larger  context  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists moving  with  courage  and 
effectiveness  into  the  twenty- 
first  century,  the  opposition, 
like  those  who  said  we  can't  get 
to  the  moon  or  those  who  stood 
in  the  path  of  justice  for  blacks, 
will  serve  only  to  raise  issues 
that  need  to  be  addressed  and 
to  prompt  those  who  believe  in 
education  to  work  even  harder 
for  the  search  for  truth 
wherever  it  may  be  found.  As  I 
said,  this  one  is  already  hap- 
pening. 

So,  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come— touching  God  and  God's 
world.  A  deepening  spiritual 
life  and  an  allegiance  to  God 
above  nation,  state,  and  party. 
A  spirit  of  unity  with  all  others 
who  call  Jesus  Lord,  a  concern 
for  God's  world  in  social  and 
ethical  matters,  and  a  healthy 
education.  We  reenact  and 
symbolize  this  movement  to 
God  and  God's  world  in  our  or- 
dinances. In  baptism  we  im- 
merse, we  bathe  ourselves  in 
the  holy  presence  of  the  living 
Christ  and  in  the  celebration  of 
the  bread  and  wine,  we  sym- 
bolize the  depth  and  vital  con- 
nection we  have  with  the  God 
and  Christ  of  this  universe.  And 
then,  in  a  tradition  that  I  per- 
sonally have  always  loved 
about  this  denomination,  with 
towel  tied  to  waist,  we  stoop  to 
wash  the  feet  of  our  brother  and 
sister.  God  and  world. 

May  God  bless  each  and 
every  one  of  you. 


A  SPECIAL  TRIBUTE 
TO  CRAGMONT  WOMEN  j 

by  Kaye  Jones 

They  come  from  far  and  near, 
The  Christian  ladies  I  hold  so  dear. 
To  the  top  of  a  mountain  called  Crai 
mont, 

To  receive  God's  wonderful  fountains  j 

living  water. 
Thank  you  for  your  smiling  faces, 
In  one  of  God's  heavenly  places. 

Your  songs  of  praise  to  our  Lord  abov. 
Sing  out  through  the  hills  ringing  or 

your  love. 
The  sweet  melodies  will  go  with  me 

my  heart, 
To  give  me  loving  support  when  wi 

must  depart. 

We  learned  a  lot  from  our  Lord's  pn 

cious  Book. 
It  will  serve  to  guide  us  when  we  go  li 

our  homey  nook. 
And  even  though  time  says  we  mu: 

depart, 

His  words  and  love  will  hold  us  togethe 
in  heart. 

We  enjoyed  every  meal  put  on  th, 
tables. 

We  laughed,   talked,   and  even  tol 
fables. 

When  we  get  home  and  at  our  tablei 

say  grace, 
We  will  always  remember  the  fun  i; 

this  place. 

Our  love   for  each  other  will  grov 

deeper  day  by  day. 
And  we  will  help  each  other  along  life'j 

way. 

Our  trust  in  our  Lord  will  ever  lead  ant 
guide, 

And  in  our  hearts  together  we  will  wall, 
side  by  side. 

In  this  holy  place  we  have  received  ;J 

special  treasure, 
And  if  we  fail  to  share  it,  we've  misset 

a  blessing  beyond  measure. 
Let  everyone  know  your  love  and  cart 

for  them, 

For  to  do  this  will  show  your  love  foji 
Him. 

We  look  forward  to  gathering  agaii' 

next  year. 
For  to  be  together  is  an  experience  s([ 

dear. 

The  days  we  have  had  are  memories, 

among  our  best. 
And  they  will  be  tucked  gently  in  oui 

spiritual  treasure  chest. 

God  be  with  you! 
I  love  you! 

Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds!  Amen! 
Amen! 

I  This  poem  was  read  during  talent  time  al 
Woman's  Conference.) 


4 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS1 


<zAfsuj±  and  <zAfots± 


ree  Union  Church  Honors  the 
ev.  Calvin  Heath  Family 

Well  over  100  people  met  in 
he    Free    Union  Church 

ellowship  Hall,  near  Walston- 
urg,  on  the  evening  of  August 
'■I,  1984.  A  covered-dish  supper 
{ad  been  planned  to  honor  the 
>embers  of  the  Rev.  Calvin 

eath  family  for  their 
edicated  service  to  the  church 
|>r  the  past  four  years.  Approx- 
nately  two  months  prior  to 
(iat  evening,  Mr.  Heath  had  an- 
ounced  his  decision  to  leave 
ne  pastorate  at  Free  Union  and 
ccept  the  call  to  the  ministry 
It  Northeast  Church  in  Mount 
>live  and  to  continue  his  educa- 
Lon  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  invocation  was  given  by 
he  Rev.  Dan  Beaman  and  par- 
jicipants  helped  themselves  to 

delicious  meal  of  barbecue 
nd  various  dishes  and 
lesserts.  Following  the  supper, 
Jorman  Letchworth,  chairman 
f  the  deacon  board,  recognized 
everal  church  members  who 
•resented  gifts  to  Calvin  and 
is  wife,  Debbie,  and  their  3 
ons,  J.  C,  Joshua,  and  Jason, 
ackie  Harris  presented  a 
svely  mat  with  a  woven  mal- 
ard  duck  pattern  from  their 
unday  school  class  and  a  soft- 
all  autographed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  women's  softball 
earn.  John  Heath  gave  Calvin 
,  softball  inscribed  with  the 
utographs  of  the  men's  team 
nd  their  record  of  19-1.  Ann 
)ixon  presented  the  family 
4th  a  picture  of  the  church 
rom  the  Lydia  Circle.  Dianna 
lorris  read  a  poem  she  wrote 
i  honor  of  Mr.  Heath's  service 
nd  presented  him  with  a 
ramed  copy.  Norman  Letch- 
worth then  gave  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
leath  a  gift  from  the  church, 

large  silver  tray  engraved 
Free  Union  Church  1980- 
984."  The  Friendship  Cir- 
le  and  the  Lena  Walston  Sun- 
ay  School  Class  remembered 


the  Heath  Family  with  gifts  of 
silver  prior  to  this  evening. 
Following  closing  comments 
from  Mr.  Beaman  and  from 
Mr.  Heath,  everyone  joined 
hands  in  a  large  circle  and  sang 
"Blest  Be  the  Tie." 

Calvin  and  his  family  will  be 
missed  at  Free  Union.  One  of 
the  many  fine  accomplish- 
ments of  his  ministry  is  a 
renewed  interest  by  young  peo- 
ple in  church  activities.  The 
Heath  family  is  wished  the  very 
best  by  every  church  member 
and  their  legacy  of  warmth, 
love,  caring,  and  genuine  con- 
cern will  sustain  the  church  and 
keep  fresh  the  memories  of  this 
fine  family  in  God's  service  un- 
til perhaps,  one  day  they  will 
return. 

Calvin  Heath 
Free  Union 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
1980-1984 

He  came  to  us 

Four  years  ago 
With  ability,  desire 

Courage  aglow  — 
So  young 

So  old 
Now  tentative 

Now  bold— 
A  new  face 

Our  new  preacher 
Full  of  faith 

By  example  a  teacher 
It  was  easy  to  see 

Right  from  the  start 
His  words  and  deeds 

Were  from  the  heart 
With  sincerity 

And  song 
Teaching  right 

From  wrong 
A  little  uncertain 

But  full  of  grace 
Setting  the  mood 

Heading  the  pace  — 
Growing  each  week 

Sharing  his  gift 
Giving  our  Church 

And  hearts  a  lift— 
We  understand 

His  calling 
He  keeps  us,  we  keep  him 

From  falling 
It's  a  difficult  job, 

He  faces  each  day 


Guiding  us  all 

In  the  Saviour's  Way— 
He  does  his  best 

To  follow  the  plan 
And  he's  doing  well 

Seeking  the  Master's  Hand 
Touching  our  lives 

With  warmth  and  love 
Blessed  by  our  Father 

In  Heaven  above 
Now  he  moves  on 

And  our  hearts  do  yearn 
But,  like  the  Master's, 

We  await  his  return. 

Revival  and  Homecoming 
Planned  for  Free  Union  Church 

Revival  services  have  been 
planned  for  Free  Union  Church 
near  Walstonburg,  October  29 
through  November  2,  at  7:30 
p.m.  The  Rev.  Marvin  Waters 
will  be  the  evangelist. 
Homecoming  is  November  4. 
The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  these  services. 

Western  District  Youth 
To  Meet 

The  Western  District  Youth 
Rally  will  meet  at  Union  Grove 
Church  near  Fremont,  October 
27,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Central  Conference  Layman's 
League  Fall  Singspirations 

The  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  Fall 
Singspirations  will  be  held  on 
November  3  and  10.  On  Satur- 
day, November  3,  the  singing 
will  be  at  Rose  Hill  Church, 
Route  1,  Winterville,  with  The 
Hines  Cousins  and  The  Gospel 
Chargers.  On  Saturday, 
November  10,  Peace  Church, 
Pine  tops,  will  host  the  occa- 
sion. This  will  be  Youth  Night 
with  a  number  of  youth  groups 
participating.  The  time  of  these 
services  is  7:30  p.m. 

Homecoming  Planned  for 
Welcome  Home  Church 

Welcome  Home  Church,  Bet- 
tie,  will  observe  its  annual 
homecoming  on   October  28. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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The  church  is  located  approx- 
imately 8  miles  east  of 
Beaufort,  on  Highway  70-E.  It 
will  be  located  on  the  first 
paved  road  to  the  right  after 
crossing  North  River  bridge. 
The  services  will  start  with 
Sunday  school  at  10  a.m.  Morn- 
ing worship  services  will  begin 
at  11  a.m.  with  the  Rev.  Preston 
Smith,  a  former  pastor, 
preaching  the  homecoming 
message.  Lunch  will  be  served 
on  the  grounds  at  noon.  There 
will  be  special  singing  at  1:30 
p.m.,  featuring  "The  Damas- 
cus Way"  group  from  Clayton. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Roland 
Cherry,  and  members  invite  all 
former  pastors,  members,  and 
friends  to  attend. 

Upcoming  Events  at 
Long  Ridge  Church 

Long  Ridge  Church,  near 
Mount  Olive,  will  observe  its 
annual  homecoming  day  on  Oc- 
tober 28.  The  morning  message 
will  be  delivered  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Cecil  Blackmon. 
Lunch  will  be  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  There  will  be 
singing  in  the  afternoon. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  come 
and  join  in  the  fun  and 
fellowship. 

Revival  services  will  begin 
on  October  29,  and  will  continue 
through  November  2.  The  time 
of  the  services  is  7:30  p.m.  The 
Rev.  Bill  Futch  will  be  the 
evangelist.  There  will  be 
special  singing  each  night. 

Homecoming  Approaching  at 
Marlboro  Church 

Homecoming  day  will  be 
observed  at  Marlboro  Church, 
Route  1,  Farmville,  on  Sunday, 
October  28.  Everyone  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  join  the  church 
in  the  day's  activities  which 
begin  at  9:45  a.m.  with  Sunday 
school.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Scott  Sowers,  will  deliver  the 
message  during  the  11  a.m. 
worship  service.  Lunch  will  be 
spread  afterwards.  A  memorial 
service  and  singspiration  will 
follow. 
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Spring  Hill  Church 

Plans  Homecoming  Activities 

Spring  Hill  Church, 
Goldsboro,  will  observe 
homecoming  on  Sunday, 
November  4.  The  day's  ac- 
tivities begin  with  Sunday 
school;  Mrs.  Geneva  Pope  will 
be  teaching  a  combined  adult 
class.  The  Rev.  Fred  Riven- 
bark  will  deliver  the  morning 
message.  A  memorial  service 
and  singspiration  featuring  the 
Canaanland  Quartet  will  follow 
lunch. 

The  Rev.  William  Dale, 
pastor,  and  the  congregation 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to 
these  services. 

Homecoming  at  British 
Chapel  Church 

Homecoming  services  will  be 
held  on  Sunday,  October  28,  at 
British  Chapel  Church,  Route  6, 
Kinston.  Sunday  school  will 
begin  at  9:45  a.m.  and  morning 
worship  services  will  begin  at 
11  a.m.;  dinner  will  be  served. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Fader,  pastor, 
and  the  congregation  cordially 
invite  all  friends  and  former 
members  to  the  services. 

Receive  Life 


Membership  Awards 


Mrs.  Cassie  Pittman  (left)  and  Mrs. 
Maybelle  Tomlinson  (right),  members 
of  Daniels  Chapel  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
received  Life  Membership  Awards. 
They  are  charter  members  of  the  Aux- 
iliary and  have  served  faithfully  for 
more  than  50  years.  Daniels  Chapel  is 
proud  of  these  two  members. 


REVIVAL  TIME 
October  28  —  November  1 

Ormondsville    Church,  Of 
mondsville  f\ 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Ed  Taylor,  evai 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Jack  Mayo,  pa 
tor 

October  29— November  2 

Sandy  Plain  Church,  Pink  Hil 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Howard  Starlinj 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Ransom  McAbe< 

pastor 

November  4-8 

Rose  Hill  Church,  Route  1,  Wir 
terville 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    Gary  Bailey 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Leon  Harris,  pas 
tor 

(November  9— Youth  Re 
vival  with  Joe  Ard  a; 
speaker) 


NOTICES 

There  will  not  be  a  Baptic 
paper  dated  October  31,  due  t 
our  policy  of  printing  only  4 
issues  a  year.  The  next  one  wi! 
be  dated  November  7. 


The  Board  of  Superannuatio 
will  meet  Friday,  October  26,  i 
the  Headquarters  locate 
within  the  Press  building  i 
Ayden.  The  meeting  is  schec 
uled  to  begin  at  1  p.m. 


The  Retirement  Home; 
Board  will  meet  on  Novembei 
6,  at  Memorial  Chapel,  locatet 
on  the  Children's  Home  cam 
pus.  The  time  of  the  meeting  is 
7  p.m. 


ATTENTION,  LADIES! 

The  1985  Devotion  is  nov 
ready.  They  are  available  ii 
the  branch  stores  or  througl 
the  Press  (Box  159,  Ayden,  N( 
28513).  Order  yours  today;  $3.25 
each  (plus  shipping  and  hand! 
ing). 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS1 


_ 


1742.70  NEEDED  TO  CLOSE  THE  BOOKS  ON  THIS  PROJECT 


The  clear  area  represents 
inds  needed.  Need  $742.70  or 
1.51  sq.  ft. 


Shaded  area  represents  funds 
received.  Received  $26,857.30 
or  1,790.49  sq.  ft. 


We  need  your  help.  Since  March  1983  we  have  been  trying  to 
aise  $27,600  for  this  building  in  the  Philippines.  It  was  completed  in 
ipril  1984.  To  date  we  have  received  $26,857.30  in  contributions 
oward  this  construction. 

We  only  need  50  people  to  send  $15  each  to  close  this  project. 
Send  your  gifts  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  P.O.  Box  39, 
lyden,  North  Carolina  28513.  Thank  you  for  your  response. 

Harold  Jones 
Director-Treasurer 


GOOD  NEWS  FOR  MEXICO 


Brother,  I  believe  that  Mexico  is  one  of  the  countries  that  is  go- 
ng through  one  of  the  most  difficult  crises,  as  much  so  political  and 
conomic  that  is  appears  that  every  day  the  pressure  of  these 
•henomena  is  daily  making  the  people  more  restless.  But  I  have 


seen  that  in  the  midst  of  this 
brief  tribulation,  as  the  Scrip- 
ture says,  the  light  of  the  gospel 
is  shining  with  all  power.  I 
believe  this  is  the  time  when  the 
gospel  needs  to  be  preached 
more.  It  is  true  that  every  day 
bad  news  can  be  foretold,  but 
the  gospel  is  good  news  and  to- 
day more  than  ever,  man  needs 
good  news;  not  only  here  in 
Mexico  but  in  all  the  world. 
There  is  a  great  need  to  preach, 
and  so  I  remember  the  words  of 
Paul  to  Timothy,  "Preach  the 
Word  .  .  ."  (2  Timothy  4:2).  I 
believe  that  the  world  is  living 
in  the  most  difficult  moments  of 
its  history.  But  there  are  people 
who  are  happy  and  they  are  the 
people  of  God.  The  psalmist 
said,  "God  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble"  (Psalm  46:1). 

We  ask  your  prayers  for 
every  place  where  we  are 
preaching  the  gospel. 

The  Rev.  Antonio  Escobar 
Field  Director 

DORCAS 
SOCIETY  FOUNDED 

The  members  of  Puerto 
Princesa  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Puerto  Princesa 
City,  Palawan,  celebrated  the 
founding  of  its  first  Free  Will 
Baptist  Woman's  Auxilary  dur- 
ing their  evening  worship  ser- 
vice of  June  10,  1984.  At  this 
time  the  officers  for  the  newly 
formed  organization  were 
presented  to  the  congregation 
and  were  formally  inducted  in- 
to office. 

Missionary  Charles  Barnard 
brought  the  message  for  the 
evening,  entitled  "Dorcas:  A 
Woman  Who  Practiced  Her 
Faith."  Acts  9:36-42  was  the 
text.  The  ladies  were  chal- 
lenged to  practice  their  faith  in 
the  manner  that  Dorcas  had 
done. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
July,  August,  September,  1984 


ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 

Hickory  Chapel 

$  155 

Malachi's  Chapel 

150 

Mount  Tabor 

288 

Mount  Zion 

100 

Union  Meeting 

25 

Plymouth,  First 

25 

Shiloh 

141 

Sidney 

253 

Sound  Side 

50 

St.  Paul 

167 

Union  Chapel 

128 

Total 

$  1,483 

CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Bethel 

$  20 

Goldsboro,  First 

700 

Johnston  Union 

102 

Oak  Grove 

50 

Palmer  Memorial 

213 

Pleasant  Grove 

600 

Shady  Grove 

320 

Smithfield,  First 

25 

Tee's  Chapel 

1,000 

Wooten's  Chapel 

50 

Yelverton  Grove 

323 

Total 

$  3,404 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

Aspen  Grove 

$  364 

Bethany 

314 

Black  Jack 

667 

Daniels  Chapel 

350 

Dilda's  Grove 

25 

Free  Union 

1,379 

Friendship 

319 

Gum  Swamp 

1,999 

Greenville,  First 

480 

Grimsley 

200 

Harrell's  Chapel 

150 

Hickory  Grove 

550 

Hugo 

445 

Hull  Road 

200 

King's  Cross  Roads 

325 

Marlboro 

300 

Union  Number  2 

15 

Ormondsville 

8 

Owens  Chapel 

100 

Peace 

56 

Piney  Grove  (Pitt) 

55 

Reedy  Branch 

435 

Rocky  Mount,  First 

150 

Rose  Hill 

899 

Saratoga 

20 

Spring  Branch 

200 

Tarboro,  First 

300 

Williamston,  First 

100 

Winterville 

996 

Piney  Grove  (Beaufort) 

253 

Union  Number  4 

55 

Total 

$11,715 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 


Arapahoe  $  330 

Bethel  20 

Bethlehem  10 

Bridgeton  142 

Core  Point  Chapel  165 

Core  Creek  911 

Croatan  200 

Deep  Run  216 

Dublin  Grove  202 

Edwards  Chapel  105 

Friendship  375 

Hillsberry  60 

Holly  Springs  320 

Jackson  Heights  267 

Juniper  Chapel  200 

Kinston,  First  96 

Lanier's  Chapel  200 

May's  Chapel  100 

Moseley's  Creek  20 

Mount  Zion  ( Pamlico )  100 

Mount  Zion  ( Onslow )  50 

Union  Number  5  25 

Fifth  Sunday  School  Convention  25 

Union  Number  3  45 

New  Haven  497 

Northeast  198 

Oak  Grove  39 

Oriental  10 

Pearsall  Chapel  320 

Pilgrim's  Home  350 

Piney  Grove  10 

Rooty  Branch  120 

Sandy  Plain  185 

Smith's  New  Home  100 

Sneads  Ferry  100 

Smyrna  50 

Snow  Hill  200 

Sound  View  50 

Spring  Hope  10 

St.  Mary's  325 

Wardens  Grove  127 

Westside  320 

Whaley's  Chapel  660 

White  Hill  1 

Faith  (Brunswick)  10 

Folkstone  120 

Macedonia  10 

Saints  Delight  100 

Beulaville  650 

Auxiliary  Convention  163 

Wildwood   20 

Total  $  8,933 

PEE  DEE  CONFERENCE 

Union  Number  1  $  50 

Oak  Grove  247 
Total                                     $  297 

PIEDMONT  CONFERENCE 

East  Rockingham  $  102 

High  Point  285 

Highland  Pines  244 

Conference  100 
Total                                     $  732 


TOE  RIVER  CONFERENCE 

Curtis  Creek  $  1 

j) 

Elk  Mountain 
Total  $  | 


WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

RnmpQ  T-Till 

l— J  tX  1  11CO  1  1111 

$ 

RlapU  Tnpk  C\ T*n  vp 

I_J  1  <X    1\  J  ctl  n  VJT1  U  V  c 

R  ranch  Ohanpl 

( 

\_<cli  v  ai  y 

] 

Elwood  Lane 

] 

Everett  Chapel 

\ 

IP  1UUU  o       1  ItX 1 

\ 

Fremont 

4 

Free  Union 

1 

F  r  i  p  n  (i  *5  h  i  n 

1     I  K  1  lUol  11  I J 

Kenly 

1 

T  ,ittlp  Rock 

2 

Marsh  Swamp 

2 

Mpmnrial  Phanpl 

ll 

Micro 

1 

Milbournie 

5 

Mount  Zion  (Nash) 

1 

Union  Number  1 

Union  Number  2 

New  Sandv  Hill 

l| 

People's  Chapel 

11 

Rinp  T  ,pvp1 

1    11  Iv     1  *~  V  v  1 

5 

Pleasant  Grove 

Rinpv  ("irnvp 

1    11 1CV    VJ  1  \J  V 

Pleasant  Hill 

1 

Pleasant  Plain 

3j 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

11 
2 

Rosebud 

Sherron  Acres 

4f 

Spring  Hill 

51 

St.  Mary's 

49 

Stancil's  Chapel 

6 

Stoney  Creek 

2,5E 

Union  Chapel 

1 

Union  Grove 

li 

Unity  (Wilson) 

4( 

Watson's  Grove 

Wilson,  First 

1,61 

Oak  Grove 

if 

11 

Total 

$14,17 

OTHER  CHURCH  REVENUE 

Statewide  Free  Will  Baptist        $  37 

TOTAL  REVENUE - 

CHURCHES  $41,34 


DIRECTOR'S 
APPOINTMENTS 

The  Rev.  Bobby  Ray  Taylor 
executive  director  of  th< 
Children's  Home,  will  be  con 
ducting  a  series  of  seminars  en 
titled  "Family  Enrichment"  a 
First  Church,  Tarboro.  Th< 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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EDUCATOR  JIMMY 
WILLIAMS  WORKS  FOR 
i  FOUR- YEAR  PROGRAM 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
Director  of  Public  Information 
Mount  Olive  College 


Jimmy  Williams 


"The  small,  Christian  liberal 
arts  college  is  the  best  kept 
secret  in  higher  education  to- 
day," says  Jimmy  Williams, 
the  new  vice  president  for  col- 
lege affairs  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. "And,  it  shouldn't  be,"  he 
continued.  "We  have  to  get  the 
word  out  about  the  oppor- 
tunities available  at  small  col- 
leges and  specifically,  at  Mount 
Olive." 

Williams  joined  the  ad- 
ministration at  the  College 
after  24  years  in  public  and 
private  education  and  three 
years  as  a  professional  fund 
raiser  with  political  organiza- 
tions. When  the  office  of  the 
vice  president  for  College  Af- 
fairs was  vacated  in  August, 
Williams,  a  long-time  admirer 
of  the  College,  enthusiastically 
joined  the  Mount  Olive  family. 

"My  daughter,  Karen,  is  a 
graduate,  and  1  knew  firsthand 
of  the  work  being  done  here," 
he  says.  "This  was  a  chance  to 
do  something  meaningful  in  the 
lives  of  young  people.  I  enjoyed 
the  fund  raising  work  I  did.  but 


I  feel  most  comfortable  in  the 
field  of  education." 

An  educator  since  1957, 
Williams'  first  teaching  assign- 
ment was  at  Walstonburg 
School  in  Greene  County,  North 
Carolina.  "Those  were  the  days 
when  there  was  only  one  coach 
in  the  school.  When  they  cried 
'Coach!,'  you  knew  who  they 
were  talking  about,"  he 
remembers.  "You  did  it  all. 
You  fired  the  boiler,  cleaned 
the  gym,  you  washed  the 
uniforms,  coached  the  team 
and  taught  six  classes  a  day." 

With  his  Walstonburg  ex- 
periences, Williams  began  a 
distinguished  career  in  educa- 
tion and  administration.  He 
went  on  to  teach  and  coach  at 
Mount  Olive  High  School  and 
then  at  Southern  Wayne  High 
School,  from  1965-1971.  During 
that  time  he  was  promoted  to 
assistant  principal  and  then 
principal  of  Southern  Wayne. 

From  1971-1981  Williams  was 
headmaster  at  Wayne  Country 
Day  School  in  Goldsboro. 
Under  his  leadership  enroll- 
ment grew,  the  campus  was  ex- 
panded and  the  school  was  ac- 
credited by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  and  by  the.  state  of 
North  Carolina. 

Seeking  a  new  challenge, 
Williams  entered  the  fast- 
paced  world  of  political  fund 
raising.  "The  most  exciting 
thing  about  political  fund  rais- 
ing was  the  opportunity  to 
travel,  to  see  a  lot  of  the  United 
States,"  he  explains.  "We 
traveled  to  seven  states  and 
met  some  of  the  biggest 
business  people  in  the  country. 

"I  met  a  lot  of  very  influen- 
tial people  who  have  been  very 
successful  in  life.  I  worked  with 
United  States  senators  and 
their  staffs.  I  worked  with 
television  programming  and 
setting  up  special  events." 


The  Washington  years 
prepared  Williams  for  the 
demanding  schedule  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  On  any  given 
day,  Williams  can  be  seen 
behind  the  wheel  of  his  silver 
Bronco  as  he  heads  off  campus. 
He  might  be  speaking  in 
Goldsboro  or  Raleigh, 
recruiting  a  committee  chair- 
man in  New  Bern,  or  visiting 
with  a  prospective  donor. 

Williams  is  at  his  best 
meeting  people.  He  is  an  ac- 
complished speaker  and  his 
manner  is  genuinely  warm  and 
friendly.  On  a  recent  Saturday, 
he  welcomed  the  Alumni  Coun- 
cil, guided  the  Parents  Day  pro- 
gram at  College  Hall,  and  later 
in  the  day,  joined  campus 
visitors  to  cheer  the  Trojan 
baseball  team. 

"Jimmy  has  lived  and 
worked  in  Mount  Olive  for 
nearly  25  years,"  says  Dr. 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
of  Mount  Olive  College.  "He  is 
both  known  and  respected  by 
the  people  of  this  area." 

That  respect  is  reflected  in 
the  plaques  and  mementos 
displayed  in  Williams'  office. 
His  civic  responsibilities  have 
included  the  presidency  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Lions  Club,  Rotary 
Club,  Boys  Club,  the  North 
Carolina  Independent  School 
Athletic  Association,  and  the 
NCAE  District  14  Principals 
Association.  He  was  also  a 
board  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Association  of  In- 
dependent Schools. 

The  Lenoir  County  native 
received  his  education  from 
Atlantic  Christian  College, 
Wilson,  and  East  Carolina 
University,  Greenville. 

At  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Williams  teaches  Sun- 
day school,  sings  in  the  choir 
and  is  a  certified  lay  speaker. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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North  Carolina  Methodist  Con- 
ference Board  of  Education. 

His  wife,  the  former  Frances 
Howard  of  Pink  Hill,  is  a 
teacher  at  Mount  Olive  Junior 
High  School,  where  she  has 
served  for  over  20  years. 

His  mother,  Bernice 
Williams,  and  his  sister, 
Emogene  Howard,  are 
members  of  Christian  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Lenoir  County. 


The  retreat  will  conclude  at  8:30  a.m.  Sunday  with  a  worshii 
service.  The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner,  pastor  of  Arapahoe  Church,  wij 
bring  the  morning  message.  'I 

Harrison  said,  "The  purpose  of  the  retreat  is  to  help  student 
deepen  their  faith  and  commitment  and  learn  how  to  share  tha 
faith  with  others." 

FACULTY  SPEAKING  ENGAGEMENT 

Sunday,  October  28 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president,  Everett  Chapel  Church' 
Clayton,  9:45  a.m.  combined  Sunday  school  classes  and  11  a.m 
worship  service,  Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn  is  pastor. 


DINNERS  CONTINUE 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Gift 
Support  Dinners  to  be  held  Oc- 
tober 27— November  8. 

Duplin  County,  Saturday,  October  27, 

6  p.m.,  East  Duplin  High  School  near 
Beulaville,  William  D.  Thigpen, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $10,000. 

Craven  County,  Thursday,  November  1, 

7  p.m.,  West  Craven  Middle  School 
near  New  Bern,  Marice  DeBruhl, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $11,625. 

Johnston-Wake  Counties,  Monday,  No- 
vember 5,  7  p.m.,  Everett  Chapel 
Church  (Spiritual  Life  Building), 
Clayton,  Donald  Coates  and  Phillip 
Boykin,  Co-Chairmen.  Goal:  $26,400. 

Washington,  Tyrrell,  Martin,  and  Pas- 
quotank Counties,  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 8,  7:30  p.m.,  Washington  County 
Union  School,  Roper,  David  Cahoon, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $6,325. 


RELIGIOUS  LIFE  RETREAT 
FOR  STUDENTS 

Mount  Olive  College  students 
have  the  opportunity  to  attend  a 
Religious  Life  Retreat  on  Oc- 
tober 26-28.  The  retreat  will  be 
held  in  Oriental,  North 
Carolina. 

The  theme,  "You  Will  Find 
Me,"  will  be  carried  through  in 
discussion  groups,  worship,  Bi- 
ble study,  testimonies  and  fun 
and  fellowship. 

The  weekend  will  begin  with 
a  worship  service  at  the  Orien- 
tal Church,  Friday  night,  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  Rev.  Frank  Har- 
rison, the  college  chaplain,  will 
speak. 

Saturday  night  the  group  will 
enjoy  a  singspiration  at  7:30 
p.m.  and  a  campfire  at  9  p.m. 
The  public  is  invited  to  both 
events. 


MOC  REPRESENTATIVES  AT  SCHOOLS 

During  the  week  of  October  29— November  2,  the  college  admi: 
sions  representatives  will  be  visiting  a  wide  area  of  eastern  Nort'i 
Carolina. 

The  visits  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for  prospective 
students  to  find  out  about  the  programs  of  study  available  at  Mour 
Olive  College. 

Schools  scheduled  for  October  29— November  2  include: 


Monday, 

8:30-10: 
9:30-11: 


October  29 


00      West  Craven  High  School,  Vanceboro 

00      Warren  County  High  School  and  Warren  Academy  at  Warren  Count 
High  School,  Warrenton 
1 : 30-  3 : 00       Vance  Senior  High  School  and  Vance  Academy  at  Vance  Senior  Hig 

School,  Henderson 
1:30-  3:00       Ha velock  High  School,  Havelock 

7:00-  8:30       East  and  West  Carteret  High  Schools  at  East  Carteret  High  SchoOj 
Beaufort 

7:00-  8:30      J.  F.  Webb,  South  Granville,  and  John  Nichols  High  Schools  at  J.  Fj 
Webb  High  School,  Oxford 

Tuesday,  October  30 

8:30-10:00      New  Bern  City,  Jones  County,  Pamlico  County  Schools  at  New  Ber;i 

High  School  Gymnasium 
8:45-11:30       Bunn,  Franklin,  and  Louisburg  High  Schools  at  Louisburg  College! 

Louisburg 

1:15-  3:00       Southern  Nash  Senior  High  School,  Bailey 
1:00-  2:00      Dixon  High  School,  Holly  Ridge 

6:30-  8:00      Southwest,  White  Oak,  Swansboro,  Richlands,  Camp  Lejeune,  and 
Jacksonville  High  Schools  at  Jacksonville  High,  Jacksonville 

Wednesday,  October  31 

30-  9:30       Wallace-Rose  Hill  High  School,  Teachey 
30-10:00      Northern  High  School,  Durham 

15-11:30       Pender  County  and  Topsail  High  Schools  at  Pender  High  School,  Bui] 

gaw 

1 : 00-  2 : 00      Acme-Delco  and  Hallsboro  High  Schools  at  Acme-Delco  High  School 
Delco 

7:00-  8:30       Person  High  School,  Roxboro 
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Thursday,  November  1 

8:30-10:00       Durham  High  School,  Durham 

8:45-10:00  New  Hanover  High  School,  Wilmington 
10:55-11:50  E.  A.  Laney  High  School,  Castle  Hayne 
10:30-12:00       Hillside  High  School,  Durham 

1:30-  2:30       J.  T.  Hoggard  High  School,  Wilmington 

7:30-  9:00       Jordan  High  School  and  Durham  Academy  at  Jordan  High  School 
Durham 

Friday,  November  2 

8:30-10:00       Southern  High  School,  Durham 
8:30-10:00       North  Brunswick  High  School,  Leland 
10:30-12:00       South  Brunswick  High  School,  Boiling  Spring  Lakes 
1:00-  2:30       West  Brunswick  High  School,  Shallotte 
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Sunday  <Sa(ioot  Jl 


for  October  28 

HELP  FOR 
FAMILY  LIVING 

..esson  Text:  Ephesians  5: 
1  21-33;  6:1-4 

Memory  Verse :  Ephesians  5:21 

1  Today  the  land  of  Israel  is 
furrounded  by  countries  where 
he  prevailing  religion  is  called 
slam.  The  name  means  sub- 
nission.  Reading  the  news 
rom  that  region,  we  may  doubt 
lhat  the  people  are  living  up  to 
he  name.  A  Muslim  might  ex- 
plain, however,  that  Islam 
peans  submission  to  God,  not 
han.  It  does  not  forbid  war, 
•evolution,  or  terrorism. 

Christians  also  submit  to  God 
irst  of  all.  Ordinarily, 
lowever,  a  Christian  submits  to 
lis  government  too  (Romans 
.3:1-7).  Besides,  he  submits  to 
ellowmen  who  are  not 
lecessarily  in  government.  He 
bllows  rules  that  transcend  the 
aw.  He  wants  to  help  rather 
han  to  dominate  (Matthew 
!0: 25-28).  He  considers  others 
>etter  than  himself  (Philip- 
nans  2:3).  He  contributes  his 
:loak  along  with  his  coat;  he 
volunteers  to  go  a  second  mile 
Matthew  5:40,  41). 

However,  Christian  submis- 
ion  does  not  abolish  authority. 
7he  king  must  rule,  even  if  he  is 
i  Christian.  The  Christian 
heriff  does  not  submit  to 
awbreakers.  The  Christian 
oreman  directs  the  workers; 
he  Christian  manager  must 
nanage;  the  Christian  teacher 
loes  not  submit  to  unruly 
tupils.  In  the  church,  capable 
nen  are  chosen  to  be  over- 
eers.  In  the  King  James  Ver- 
ion  of  the  Bible  they  are  re- 
erred  to  as  bishops  or  elders, 
^he  rest  of  us  are  urged  to  sub- 
nit  to  them  (Hebrews  13:17). 

This  lesson  is  entitled  "Help 
or  Family  Living. ' '  We  will  be 
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greatly  helped  if  we  recognize 
that  the  family  also  has  its 
proper  lines  of  authority,  even 
though  all  its  members  are  sub- 
missive rather  than  domineer- 
ing. 

The  fifth  chapter  of  Ephe- 
sians calls  us  to  be  "followers 
of  God,  as  dear  children."  We 
need  to  be  wise,  and  to  be 
"filled  with  the  Spirit."  As 
Spirit-filled  Christians  we 
speak  to  each  other  in  song,  we 
sing  to  the  Lord,  we  give  thanks 
to  God,  and  we  submit  one  to 
another. 


For  November  4 

RESPONDING  TO 
GOD'S  AUTHORITY 

Lesson  Text:  Romans  13:1-10 
Memory  Verse :  Colossians  3 : 23 

On  hands  and  knees  the  king 
wandered  in  the  meadow,  nib- 
bling at  the  grass.  The  cattle 
perhaps  looked  curiously  at  this 
strange  hairless  animal  graz- 
ing among  them;  but  they  did 
not  molest  him,  and  he  grazed 
on  as  mindless  as  they.  The 
king  was  learning  a  lesson. 

Before  this  training  session 
began,  Nebuchadnezzar  was 
very  pleased  with  himself.  With 
unbounded  pride  he  surveyed 
great  Babylon,  a  monument  to 
his  power  and  glory.  In  that 
hour  God  snatched  away  his 
mind  and  his  power.  The  idiot 
king  now  must  live  like  an 
animal  until  he  could  under- 
stand that  "the  Most  High 
ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men, 
and  giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he 
will."  After  some  time  God 
gave  him  back  his  mind. 
Wonder  of  wonders,  his 
kingdom  was  intact,  waiting  for 
him  to  take  his  place  again. 
Now  he  "blessed  the  Most  High, 
and  .  .  .  praised  and  honored 
him  that  liveth  for  ever,  whose 
dominion  is  an  everlasting 
dominion"  (Daniel  4).  God 
rules! 


The  Apostle  Paul  was  well 
aware  of  the  activities  of 
earthly  government.  In  his 
youth  he  worked  vigorously 
with  a  bureaucracy  that  he 
later  found  to  be  unjust  and  op- 
pressive (Acts  8:3;  9:1,  2).  In 
Damascus  he  resorted  to 
stealth  to  escape  the  governor's 
men  (2  Corinthians  11:32,  33). 
In  Philippi  the  magistrates  had 
him  beaten  and  jailed  unjustly 
(Acts  16:19-24).  In  Jerusalem 
the  troops  of  the  empire  saved 
him  from  death  (Acts  21:27-36). 
These  are  only  samples  of  the 
bad  and  good  activities  of 
government  that  affected  Paul 
personally. 

Paul's  missionary  strategy 
was  to  plant  the  gospel  in  big 
cities,  from  which  it  could 
spread  through  the  surrounding 
areas.  A  prime  example  is 
Ephesus.  Paul  preached  there 
more  than  two  years,  and  "all 
they  which  dwelt  in  Asia  heard 
the  word  of  the  Lord  Jesus" 
(Acts  19:10).  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, then,  that  Paul  wanted  to 
teach  in  Rome,  the  chief  city  of 
the  world.  Since  his  going  was 
delayed,  he  wrote  a  long  letter 
(Romans  1:8-15;  15:22-29). 
Chapter  12  of  that  letter  gives 
practical  instructions  for 
various  phases  of  Christian  liv- 
ing, and  then  Chapter  13  begins 
with  a  discussion  of  a 
Christian's  relationship  with 
his  government. — Standard 
Lesson  Commentary 


October  .  .  . 

Superannuation 
Month. 


li 


SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 


28 


TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 


30 


Scripture  Reading— Luke  17,  18 

WHAT  THEY  SAID  ABOUT  HIM: 
Renan,  the  Frenchman,  said,  "In  Jesus  is 
condensed  all  that  is  good  and  exalted  in 
nature."  Thomas  Paine,  the  infidel,  said,  "The 
morality  that  He  preached  has  not  been  ex- 
ceeded by  any."  Rousseau  stated,  "If  the  life  and 
death  of  Socrates  were  those  of  a  martyr,  the  life 
and  death  of  Jesus  Christ  were  those  of  a  God." 
The  Jew,  Disraeli,  acknowledged  the  fact  that, 
"Jesus  has  conquered  Europe  and  has  changed 
its  name  to  Christendom."  Thomas  Jefferson 
said,  "Jesus  Christ  has  given  to  us  the  most 
sublime  and  benevolent  code  of  morals  ever  of- 
fered to  man. ' '  The  great  theologian  and  biblical 
critic,  David  Strauss,  said,  "Jesus  remains  the 
highest  model  of  religion  within  the  reach  of  our 
thoughts.  No  perfect  piety  is  possible  without  His 
presence  in  the  heart." 


Christ  is  the  great  central  fact  of  the  world's  history.  All 
lines  of  history  converge  upon  Him.  All  the  great  purposes  of 
God  culminate  in  Him. 

MONDAY,  29 
OCTOBER 

Scripture  Reading— Luke  19,  20 

CHRIST  REFLECTS  DEITY 
In  the  Rospigliosi  Palace  in  Rome  is  Guido 
Reni's  famous  fresco,  "The  Aurora,"  a  work 
unequalled  in  that  period  for  nobility  of  line  and 
poetry  and  color.  It  is  painted  on  a  lofty  ceiling. 
As  you  stand  on  the  pavement  and  look  up  at  it, 
your  neck  stiffens,  your  head  grows  dizzy,  and 
the  figures  become  hazy  and  indistinct.  And  so 
the  owner  of  the  palace  has  placed  a  broad  mir- 
ror near  the  floor.  In  it  the  picture  is  reflected 
and  you  can  sit  down  before  it  and  study  the 
wonderful  work  in  comfort.  Jesus  Christ  does 
precisely  that  for  us  when  we  try  to  get  some  no- 
tion of  God.  He  is  the  mirror  of  Deity.  He  is  the 
express  image  of  God's  person.  He  interprets 
God  to  our  dull  hearts.  In  Him  God  becomes  visi- 
ble and  intelligible  to  us.  We  cannot  by  any 
amount  of  searching  find  out  God.  The  more  we 
try  the  more  we  are  bewildered.  Then  Jesus 
Christ  appears. 


Scripture  Reading  — Luke  21,  22 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  HEARD  SUCH? 

Said  Spurgeon:  "I  have  heard  of  ministers) 
who  can  preach  a  sermon  without  mentioning  the 
Name  of  Jesus  from  beginning  to  end. 

"If  you  ever  hear  a  sermon  of  that  kind  mind 
that  you  never  hear  another  from  that  man.  If  a 
baker  once  made  a  loaf  of  bread  without  any 
flour  in  it,  I  would  take  good  care  that  he  should: 
never  do  so  again;  and  I  say  the  same  of  a  man! 
who  can  preach  a  Christless  gospel.  Let  those  goi 
and  hear  him  who  do  not  value  their  souls." 


Dear  friends,  your  soul  and  mine  are  too  precious  to  be 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  such  a  preacher. 


WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 


31 


Scripture  Reading  — Luke  23,  24 

EVERY  KNEE  SHALL  BOW 

A  number  of  prominent  literary  men  werei 
assembled  in  a  clubroom  in  London  one  day. 
many  years  ago.  The  conversation  veered  to  a 
discussion  of  some  of  the  illustrious  figures  of  thej 
past,  and  one  of  the  company  suddenly  asked:; 
"Gentlemen,  what  would  we  do  if  Milton  were  to^ 
enter  this  room?" 

"Ah,"  replied  one  of  the  circle,  "we  would 
give  him  such  an  ovation  as  might  compensate  i 
for  the  tardy  recognition  accorded  him  by  thet 
men  of  his  own  day." 

"And  if  Shakespeare  entered?"  asked 
another. 

"We  would  arise  and  crown  him  master  of, 
song,"  was  the  answer. 

"And  if  Jesus  Christ  were  to  enter?"  asked 
another. 

"I  think,"  said  Charles  Lamb  amid  an  in-! 
tense  silence,  "we  would  all  fall  on  our  faces." 


He  is  God  stooping  down  to  our  level  and  He  enables  our 
feeble  thoughts  to  get  some  real  hold  on  God  himself. 


The  life  of  Christ,  the  holiest  among  the  mighty  and  the 
mightiest  among  the  holy,  has  lifted  with  its  pierced  hands 
empires  off  their  hinges  and  turned  the  stream  of  centuries 
out  of  its  channel,  and  still  governs  the  ages. 

THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER  1 

Scripture  Reading— John  1-3 

ALL  THINGS  TO  ALL  MEN 
Christ  was  a  home  missionary,  in  the  house 
of  Lazarus. 
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Christ  was  a  foreign  missionary,  when  the 
(  •eeks  came  to  Him. 

j  Christ  was  a  city  missionary,  when  He 
<jjght  in  Samaria. 

Christ  was  a  Sunday  school  missionary, 
vien  He  opened  up  the  Scriptures  and  set  men  to 
gjdying  the  Word  of  God. 

Christ  was  a  children's  missionary,  when  He 
tak  them  in  His  arms  and  blessed  them. 

Christ  was  a  missionary  to  the  poor,  when  He 
c  ened  the  eyes  of  the  blind  beggar. 

Christ  was  a  missionary  to  the  rich,  when  He 
cened  the  spiritual  eyes  of  Zacchaeus. 


!  Even  on  the  Cross,  Christ  was  a  missionary  to  the  robber, 
Id  His  last  command  was  the  missionary  commission. 

jRIDAY,  2 
OVEMBER 

ripture  Reading— John  4,  5 

WE  ARE  NO  DIFFERENT  TODAY 
One  evening,  at  a  small  literary  gathering  at 
hich  Thomas  Carlyle  was  present,  a  famous 
plf-righteous  lady  was  bewailing  the 
ickedness  of  the  Jews  in  not  receiving  our 
iviour,  and  ended  her  diatribe  by  expressing 
;gret  that  He  had  not  appeared  in  our  day. 
How  delighted,"  said  she,  "we  should  all  be  to 
irow  our  doors  open  to  Him  and  listen  to  His 
vine  precepts.  Don't  you  think  so,  Mr. 
arlyle?"  Thus  appealed  to,  he  replied:  "No, 
iadam,  I  don't.  I  think  that,  had  He  come  very 
.shionably  dressed,  with  plenty  of  money,  and 
caching  doctrines  palatable  to  society,  I  might 
ive  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you  a  card 

invitation,  on  the  back  of  which  would  be  writ- 
n.  'To  meet  our  Saviour' ;  but  if  He  had  come 
tering  His  sublime  precepts,  and  denouncing 
ie  Pharisees,  and  associating  with  the 
lblicans  and  lower  classes,  as  He  did,  you 
ould  have  treated  Him  much  as  the  Jews  did, 
id  have  cried  out,  'Away  with  Him! '  " 


He  left  His  purse  to  Judas;  His  body  to  Joseph  of 
imathea;  His  mother  to  John;  His  clothes  to  the  soldiers; 
s  peace  to  His  disciples;  His  supper  to  His  followers; 
mself  as  an  example  and  as  a  servant;  His  gospel  to  the 
>rld;  His  presence  always  with  God's  children! 

ATURDAY,  o 
OVEMBER  6 

ripture  Reading— John  6-8 

THE  SHIP  THAT  COULDN'T  SINK 
At  the  time  of  the  sinking  of  the  Titanic,  one 
our  great  American  preachers  was  in  Belfast, 
eland.  The  Titanic  had  been  built  in  Belfast, 
id  there  was  a  great  local  pride  over  the  mighty 
ip.  She  had  been  heralded  far  and  wide  as  "the 
isinkable  ship."  Sixteen  members  of  the 
lurch  in  Belfast,  all  skilled  mechanics,  went 


down  with  her.  The  mayor  said  that  Belfast  had 
never  been  in  such  grief  as  that  which  came  over 
this  terrible  tragedy.  When  the  news  finally  was 
verified  that  the  gallant  ship  was  certainly  lost, 
so  deep  was  the  grief  that  it  is  said  strong  men 
met  upon  the  streets,  grasped  each  other's 
hands,  burst  into  tears,  and  parted  without  a 
word.  The  visiting  American  preached  the  Sun- 
day after  the  tragedy  in  the  church  to  which  the 
sixteen  members  who  had  been  lost  belonged. 
Not  only  was  the  building  packed  with  people, 
but  on  the  platform  were  lords,  bishops,  and 
ministers  of  all  denominations.  In  the  audience 
many  newly-made  widows  were  sitting,  and  or- 
phans were  sobbing  on  every  side.  The  great 
preacher  took  as  his  subject,  "The  Unsinkable 
Ship."  But  he  did  not  apply  that  term  to  the 
Titanic,  which  on  her  first  voyage  had  gone  out 
into  the  Atlantic  and  crashed  into  an  iceberg, 
carrying  her  precious  cargo  of  human  lives  down 
to  watery  death.  No,  the  preacher's  message  was 
about  that  other  "unsinkable  ship"— the  frail 
boat  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  unsinkable  because 
the  Master  of  land  and  sea  was  asleep  on  a  pillow 
in  the  after  part  of  the  vessel. 


Thank  God  He  still  lives  and  rides  the  billows  and  con- 
trols the  storms,  and  when  the  children  of  men  take  their  only 
true  Pilot  back  on  board,  we  will  ride  out  the  present  storms 
and  He  will  bring  the  vessel  through  to  the  fair  harbor  of  our 
hopes. 

SUNDAY,  4 
NOVEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — John  9,  10 

IF  VIRTUE  WALKED  THE  EARTH 
Once,  it  is  said,  a  Scottish  preacher  of  the 
modern  school  closed  a  sermon  with  these 
words,  "Virtue  is  so  attractive  that,  if  she  were 
to  become  incarnate,  and  walk  the  world  in 
human  form,  men  would  fall  down  and  worship 
her."  The  pulpit  of  that  church  was  occupied  the 
same  evening  by  a  different  type  of  preacher,  a 
humble  evangelical  man,  who  loved  the  gospel  of 
a  crucified  Redeemer.  He  preached  Christ 
crucified. 


/  am  sorry  to  say  that  Virtue  did  once  walk  the  world  in 
human  form,  in  the  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  men, 
instead  of  falling  down  and  worshiping  Him,  crucified  and 
nailed  Him  to  a  tree. 

MONDAY,  _ 
NOVEMBER  5 

Scripture  Reading— John  11,  12 

DANIEL  WEBSTER'S  SAVIOUR 
This  story  is  told  of  Daniel  Webster  when  he 
was  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood.  He  was  dining 
with  a  company  of  literary  men  in  Boston.  Dur- 
ing the  dinner  the  conversation  turned  upon  the 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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subject  of  Christianity.  Mr.  Webster  frankly 
stated  his  belief  in  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  his 
dependence  upon  the  atonement  of  the  Saviour. 
One  said  to  him,  "Mr.  Webster,  can  you  com- 
prehend how  Christ  could  be  both  God  and 
man?"  Mr.  Webster  promptly  replied,  "No,  sir,  I 
cannot  comprehend  it.  If  I  could  comprehend 
Him,  He  would  be  no  greater  than  myself.  I  feel 
that  I  need  a  superhuman  Saviour." 


I  find  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  written  on  the  top  of  every 
page  of  human  history. 


TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — John  13-16 

THE  ONLY  NAME  THAT  MATTERED 
Mrs.  Booth  used  to  tell  a  beautiful  story  of  a 
man  whose  saintly  life  left  its  permanent  and 
gracious  impress  upon  her  own.  He  seemed  to 
grow  in  grace  and  charm  and  in  all  nobleness 
with  every  day  he  lived.  At  last  he  could  speak  of 
nothing  but  the  glories  of  his  Saviour,  and  his 
face  was  radiant  with  awe  and  affection 
whenever  he  mentioned  that  holy  name.  It 
chanced  that,  as  he  was  dying,  a  document  was 
discovered  that  imperatively  required  his 
signature.  He  held  the  pen  for  one  brief  moment, 
wrote,  and  fell  back  upon  the  pillows,  dead.  And 
on  the  paper  he  had  written,  not  his  own  name, 
but  the  name  that  is  above  every  name. 


Within  sight  of  the  things  within  the  veil,  that  seemed  to 
be  the  only  name  that  mattered. 

WEDNESDAY,  „ 
NOVEMBER  ' 

Scripture  Reading— John  17,  18 

WHEN  CHRIST  IS  IN  THE  RIGHT  PLACE 
A  father,  reading  his  Sunday  paper  and 
wishing  not  to  be  disturbed  by  his  little  girl,  cut 
up  a  map  of  the  world,  gave  it  to  her,  and  told  her 
to  put  it  together.  After  awhile  she  returned  with 
it  and  every  piece  was  in  its  place.  The  father 
was  very  much  surprised  and  said:  "Why,  how 
did  you  do  it,  darling?  You  don't  know  anything 
about  geography."  The  little  one  replied,  "There 
was  a  picture  of  Jesus  on  the  other  side,  and  I 
knew  when  I  had  Jesus  in  the  right  place,  the 
whole  world  would  be  all  right. ' ' 


//  Christ  be  not  divine,  every  impulse  of  the  Christian 
world  falls  to  a  lower  octave,  and  light  and  love  and  hope 
decline. 


THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— John  19-21 

THE  INCOMPARABLE  CHRIST 
In  infancy  He  startled  a  king;  in  boyhood  He 
puzzled  the  doctors,  in  manhood  He  walked  upon 
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the  billows  and  hushed  the  sea  to  sleep.  H 
healed  the  multitudes  without  medicine  ail 
made  no  charge  for  His  services.  He  never  wrc| 
a  book,  yet  not  all  the  libraries  of  the  countJi 
could  hold  the  books  that  could  be  written  abo| 
Him.  He  never  wrote  a  song,  yet  He  has  fu 
nished  the  theme  of  more  songs  than  all  sor 
writers  combined.  He  never  founded  a  colleg 
yet  all  the  schools  together  cannot  boast  of  ; 
many  students  as  He  has.  Great  men  have  corrj 
and  gone,  yet  He  lives  on. 


Death  could  not  destroy  Him,  the  grave  could  not  ho! 
Him. 


FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Acts  1-3 

"JESUS  LIVED  HIS  INSIDE  OUT!" 
Said  a  lad  to  his  dad,  "Daddy,  Jesus  was  ti\, 
only  One  who  dared  to  live  His  inside  out!"  Ir; 
deed,  He  was!  "the  crystal  Christ!"  He  was  th. 
only  utterly  selfless  Personage  who  ever  livec 
His  whole  life  was  dedicated,  without  the  leas 
alloy  of  self,  to  the  relief  and  service  of  all  wh 
stood  in  need  of  them.  Possessing  an  infinitl 
capacity  for  love,  He  was  able  to  treat  ever 
other  being's  suffering  and  sorrow  as  if  the^ 
were  His  own. 


All  human  woe  mattered  to  Him! 


SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Acts  4-6 

MORE  THAN  AN  EXAMPLE 
A  big  lump  of  something— a  stone  suii 
posedly— lay  for  centuries  in  a  shallow  limpi 
brook  in  North  Carolina.  People  passing  tha, 
way  saw  only  an  ugly  lump,  and  passed  on.  1 
poor  man  passing  one  day  saw  a  heavy  lump—i 
good  thing  to  hold  his  door  ajar— and  he  took  i 
home.  A  geologist  who  stopped  at  the  poor  man'i 
door  one  day  saw  a  lump  of  gold — the  bigges 
lump  of  gold  ever  found  east  of  the  Rockies, 
Many  people  looked  upon  Jesus.  Some  saw  only  t 
Galilean  peasant,  and  turned  away.  Some  saw  i, 
prophet,  and  stopped  to  listen.  Some  saw  th« 
Messiah,  and  worshiped.  Some  saw  the  Lamb  os 
God,  and  looked  to  Him  to  save  them  from  thei 
sins.  There  are  people  today  who  see  in  Jesu; 
simply  a  perfect  man,  and  they  get  nothing  mon 
from  Him  than  the  example  of  His  perfect  life 
Others  looking  upon  Him  see  the  Lamb  pj 
God— the  divinely  chosen  sacrifice  and  SaviourJ 
and  realizing  that  their  greatest  need  is  to  b<| 
saved  from  their  sins  they  go  to  Him  for  cleansl 
ing. 


When  you  look  at  Jesus  what  do  you  see? 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Illustrations,  Walter  B 


Knight. 
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RETURN  TO  SOUND  SIDE 

by  C.  H.  Overman 

n  October  of  1952, 1  moved  to 
rrell  County  to  serve  as  the 
stor  of  three  Free  Will  Bap- 
t  Churches:  Sound  Side, 
ilachi's  Chapel,  and  Gum 
ck.  My  wife  and  I  moved  into 
:  house  located  beside  the 
iscopal  Church  on  Road 
eet.  Our  stay  in  Columbia 
s  for  only  two  years,  but  we 
/er  forgot  the  many  friends 
it  meant  so  much  to  us,  and 
er  all,  this  was  our  first  real 
ne. 

ylany  things  have  changed 
;r  the  years.  Many  of  the 
imbers  of  the  churches  who 
iant  so  much  to  us  are  now 
;eased.  My  first  wife,  Janice, 

0  was  employed  at  the  Co- 
nbia  Hospital,  is  now  de- 
ased.  One  basic  thing, 
vever,  has  remained  the 
ne  in  Tyrrell  County— the 
rmth  and  friendliness  of  the 
Dple,  and  the  slower  pace  of 

low  wonderfully  strange 
it  some  thirty  years  later  I 
uld  once  again  be  serving 
»  of  these  Tyrrell  County 
arches. 

ror  some  time  I  had  wanted 
visit  in  the  area,  so  on  the 
irth  weekend  in  October, 
13,  having  the  weekend  free 
m  my  other  pastoral  duties, 
(my  wife,  Ruby,  and 
lighter  Tina)  decided  to  visit 

1  Sound  Side  Free  Will  Bap- 
t  Church.  We  arrived  in  time 
•  the  morning  worship.  When 

entered  the  church,  we 
ind  they  were  not  having  a 
rship  service  and  that  the 
urch  was  without  a  pastor, 
ter  the  Sunday  school  ac- 
ities  we  had  the  opportunity 
renew  some  acquaintances, 
mething  was  said  about 
coming  their  minister.  One 
iy  remarked,  "Here  we  are 
>king  for  a  preacher,  and  in 
walks."  We  then  had  the 
ivilege  of  eating  dinner  with 
I  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Hassell. 
J  soon  left  to  return  home,  not 
inking  much  about  the 
ssibility   of   serving  the 


church;  but  one  thing  really  im- 
pressed us  — there  was  a 
wonderful  fellowship  among 
the  people  and  there  was  a 
large  number  of  young  people 
involved  in  the  church. 

During  the  next  few  weeks, 
we  could  not  forget  our  October 
experience.  Finally,  we  made 
another  contact  with  the  church 
and  from  then  on  everything 
begin  to  fall  into  place.  The 
Lord  was  surely  leading.  The 
church  decided  to  ask  us  to 
serve  the  church  and  we  began 
our  services  in  February  of  this 
year. 

Returning  to  Sound  Side 
Church  and  to  Tyrrell  County 
has  been  a  wonderful  ex- 
perience. The  people  hold  a 
special  place  in  our  hearts. 
There's  a  warmth  and 
closeness  in  our  fellowship  and 
ministry.  We  are  still  renewing 
friendships  of  thirty  years  ago. 
There  is  no  way  to  describe  the 
inner  contentment  of  once 
again  serving  the  Sound  Side 
people  as  well  as  the  county. 

The  church  has  given 
evidence  to  its  growth  in  recent 
years.  Attendance  has  in- 
creased. Improvements  have 
been  made  on  the  church 
building.  Support  of  denomina- 
tional endeavors  has  grown 
greatly.  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship services  are  now  held  each 
Lord's  Day,  except  fifth  Sun- 
day; Sunday  evening  services 
are  held  on  first  and  third  Sun- 
days. 

No  one  knows  the  extent  of 
the  future  growth  of  the  church, 
but  we  are  confident  that  there 
will  be  continuous  progress. 
The  church  has  good  leaders 
and  workers  and  God  is  bless- 
ing. The  potential  for  even 
greater  things  is  there  and  we 
are  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
to  be  a  part  of  this  wonderful 
church  and  community. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

The  Rev.  Roger  Malinao, 
pastor,  presented  the  officers  to 
the    congregation   and  Mrs. 


Jackie  Barnard  read  the 
charge  and  oath  of  office. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Philippines  has  long  recognized 
the  need  for  a  woman's  aux- 
iliary. We  are  excited  at  the 
possibilities  of  service  that 
await  our  ladies.  Please  pray 
for  the  ladies  as  we  trust  God  to 
bring  about  the  beginning  of  a 
national  women's  group  as  we 
look  forward  to  other  local 
churches  to  follow  Puerto 
Princesa  Church's  lead. 

Those  elected  and  their 
respective  offices  are  as 
follows : 

Chairman,  Mrs.  Elsie  Carpeso 
Vice-Chairman,  Mrs.  Pablita  Malinao 
Secretary,  Miss  Bea  Manzano 
Treasurer,  Miss  Emy  Gabinete 
Christian   Relations   Officer,  Mrs. 

Clarita  Padilla 
Christians   Relations   Officer,  Mrs. 

Felisa  Gulpan 
Christians   Relations   Officer,  Mrs. 

Narcisa  Saluto 
Auditor,  Miss  Rosela  Rodriquez 

Charles  I.  Barnard 
Missionary 

A  BIT  OF  SAD  NEWS 
The  Charles  Barnard  Family 
has  returned  from  the  Philip- 
pines at  the  advice  of  their 
physician.  He  had  told  them 
that  they  should  leave  the 
Philippines  because  of  health 
problems.  Jeffrey  has  ex- 
perienced a  serious  hearing 
loss  due  to  allergies  and  other 
complications.  Jackie  has  a 
severe  back  problem.  Shanna 
has  allergies  and  Charles  has 
chronic  headaches. 

This  is  a  matter  that  is 
beyond  our  control  and  one  we 
cannot  help.  We  ask  you  to  pray 
for  them  as  they  return  to  the 
United  States.  The  Barnards 
have  been  an  asset  to  the  work 
in  the  Philippines  and  will  sure- 
ly leave  a  good  mark  on  the 
people  there. 

Remember  the  Bakers,  van 
der  Plases,  and  our  national 
workers  as  they  adjust  their 
work  load.  This  will  not  cause  a 
disruption  of  our  ministry.  It 
will,  however,  mean  heavier 
work  loads  for  others,  but  the 
Lord  is  sufficient  to  meet  the 
needs. 
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TO  THE  CHURCHES  AND 
MINISTERS  OF  THE 
PIEDMONT  CONFERENCE 

In  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  and  the  Ordain- 
ing Council  on  August  13,  1984, 
at  8  p.m.  at  the  Golden  Corral 
Steak  House,  in  Asheboro, 
North  Carolina,  the  following 
was  drafted:  WHEREAS,  there 
are  many  different  rules  and 
motions  on  the  record  con- 
concerning  the  examination,  li- 
censing, and  ordination  of 
ministers,  and 

WHEREAS,  many  of  these 
are  obsolete  and  some  bring 
confusion  because  they  con- 
tradict each  other,  and 

WHEREAS,  there  is  a  need  to 
have  one  standard  examination 
for  all  candidates,  and, 

WHEREAS,  there  is  a  recom- 
mendation that  all  conferences 
include  certain  areas  to  better 
standardize  the  requirements 
throughout  the  entire  denomi- 
nation, understanding  that  the 
Piedmont  Conference  is  solely 
responsible  for  examining  and 
licensing  its  candidates  with 
the  authority  to  not  only  ap- 
prove but  to  recall,  dismiss  or 
reject  those  who  fail  to  comply 
with  said  requirements,  that 
there  be  no  discrimination  as  to 
male  or  female  to  all  who 
"qualify,"  therefore 
1.  We  move  that  any  and  all 
former  motions,  rules,  regu- 
lations, or  any  thing  be  de- 
clared null  and  void,  and 
that  there  be  established  a 
complete  new  set  of  require- 
ments for  each  candidate 
and    the    church  recom- 
mending same ;  that  a  test  be 
established  to  include  all  the 
areas  in  which  the  ministers 
should  have  knowledge,  in- 
cluding the  State  recommen- 
dations as  we  feel  applicable 
to  the  Piedmont  Conference; 
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that  ample  time  be  given  the 
Ordaining  Council  in  which 
to  examine  each  candidate. 

2.  That  member  churches  be 
required  to  attend  each  of 
the  quarterly  and  the  annual 
conferences  by  delegation, 
that  if  it  becomes  impossi- 
ble, the  church  is  to  be  repre- 
sented by  letter,  which  shall 
be  read  to  the  conference. 

3.  That  each  licensed  or  or- 
dained minister  shall  attend 
each  of  the  quarterly 
meetings  and  the  annual 
conference.  If  it  becomes  im- 
possible, then  he  or  she  is  to 
be  represented  by  letter. 
Habitual   absences  shall 

result  in  a  reprimand  and  could 
result  in  loss  of  license  or  or- 
dination and  standing  in  the 
Free  Will  Baptists.  Fifty  per- 
cent absences  should  be  con- 
sidered grounds  for  recall  of 
license  or  ordination. 

These  motions  were  passed 
on  August  25,  1984,  on  Saturday 
morning,  at  the  41st  Annual 


Session  of  the  Piedmont  Col 
ference  at  the  Holy  Cross  FrJ 
Will  Baptist  Church  I 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  I 
The  Piedmont  Conferen< 
also  voted  on  October  29,  198 
to  allow  nothing  but  the  Kir  I 
James  Version  Bible  to  be  use  i 
in  its  pulpits. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Ful 


DIRECTOR'S 
APPOINTMENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 
seminars,  which  begin  at  7:2 
p.m.,  will  be  held  on  the  follov 
ing  Wednesday  nights :  Octobe 
31;  November  7,  14.  The  Rei 
Stanley  Buck  is  pastor. 

On  November  4,  Mr.  TaylcJ 
will  speak  at  the  11  a.m.  servicl 
at  First  Church,  Kenly.  He  wil 
be  at  Jackson  Heights  Churcrl 
Kinston,  that  evening  for  the  I 
p.m.  service.  The  Rev.  Jamej 
Joyner  pastors  Kenly  Church! 
Jackson  Heights  Church  it 
pastored  by  the  Rev.  Bobb; 
Futrell. 


Music 

the  perfect  gift  for 
any  occasion. 

Visit  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

and  its  stores  in  New  Bern, 
Wilson,  and  Kinston;  and  choose 
from  their  selections. 
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Editorial 


Commitment: 
A  Determining  Factor 

The  minister  entered  the  hospital  room  of  one  of  his  I 
parishioners,  a  man  who  looked  as  though  translucent  plastic  j 
had  been  stretched  over  his  bones.  When  asked  about  his  con- 1 
dition,  the  patient  responded,  "I  decided  I  must  be  pretty 
healthy." 

"How  is  that?"  the  minister  queried. 

After  listing  a  string  of  ailments  as  long  as  his  arm,  the 
man  continued,  "I  have  decided  that  in  order  for  me  to  still  be 
alive  with  all  these  diseases,  I  must  be  very  healthy." 

When  I  think  of  this  situation,  I  remember  being  in 
churches  and  religious  organization  meetings  that  were  as  \ 
near  death  as  any  group  could  be.  The  only  reason  they  still 
existed  was  due  to  the  fact  that  God  is  alive  and  the  church  is  j 
the  body  of  Christ.  How  then,  one  might  ask,  can  one  church  or  9 
group  be  healthy  and  alive  and  another  be  sick?  Doesn't  the  i 
same  God  dwell  in  both?  Doesn't  the  same  Spirit  indwell  both? 
Whenever  I  am  asked  about  this,  I  have  to  respond  that  com-  f 
mitment  has  a  lot  to  do  with  it,  and  commitment  must  be  on  j 
four  levels. 

It  should  be  rather  obvious  that  for  the  church  to  survive 
we  must  be  committed  to  the  Lord,  and  that  commitment 
must  be  strong.  While  it  is  a  requirement  of  the  church  that 
members  have  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  such  a 
knowledge  (or  the  statement  of  such)  does  not  guarantee  com-  ] 
mitment  to  the  Lord  or  His  cause.  Commitment  is  not  too  easi- 
ly measured,  but  certain  things  speak  of  its  existence.  The 
Scriptures  teach  us  that  faith  without  works  is  dead.  Creed 
without  practice  lends  itself  to  orthodoxy,  and  practice 
without  creed  can  become  legalistic.  One's  obedience  to  the 
commandments  of  Christ,  plus  his  service  and  life-style,  tell  a 
tremendous  amount  about  his  life. 

Christians  should  also  be  committed  to  each  other.  The 
greatest  problem  many  churches  have  today  is  ruptured  per- 
sonal relationships.  Society  tells  us  that  we  should  live  for  our 
own  selves.  This  belief  has  spilled  over  into  the  church  and 
often  causes  members  to  impute  selfish  motives  to  others, 
ultimately  causing  misunderstandings.  Christ  said  that  the 
world  should  be  impressed  by  the  love  we  have  for  one 
another;  we  should  not  try  to  impress  the  world  with  our  own 
selves.  We  are  to  lead  others  to  Christ  and  His  love. 

Primary  relationships  can  only  be  built  when  we  honestly 
share  with  one  another.  If  these  relationships  are  not  built  we 
cannot  "fold"  one  another  into  the  body  of  Christ.  This  par- 
ticular subject  concerns  me  tremendously.  We  as  a  church  are 
being  terribly  victimized  by  infighting.  (No,  this  is  not  a  condi- 
tion characteristically  Free  Will  Baptist;  but  it  just  doesn't 
need  to  be,  period! )  Once  more  people  are  taking  sides,  and  in- 
stitutions, churches,  ministers,  and  laymen  are  being  at- 
tacked. I  have  to  ask  whether  or  not  we  will  ever  learn  that  it  is 
the  cause  of  Christ  being  hurt  when  such  occurs.  We  have  lost 
sight  of  God,  the  reason  for  our  existence,  true  friendship,  and 
a  lost  and  dying  world. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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PLUCKY  TEENAGER'S  SPIRIT 
LIVES  ON  AFTER  200  YEARS 


People  who  really  want  a  Bible  will  go  to 
lmost  any  length  to  get  it. 

Mary  Jones  walked  28  miles  for  hers, 
Duching  off  a  movement  which  inspires 
lillions  of  people  to  this  day. 

Throughout  the  year,  workers  for  the  Bible 
ause  in  countries  as  far  apart  as  India, 
Lustralia,  and  Mary's  own  native  Wales  have 
een  honoring  the  birth  two  centuries  ago  of 
lis  remarkable  young  woman,  the  American 
lible  Society  reports. 

In  Wales,  Mary  Jones  was  remembered 
ecently  when  Bible  Society  workers  and  others 
'alked  the  same  path  over  the  hills  which  she 
ad  trod,  her  goal  a  Bible  in  Welsh. 

In  the  Indian  city  of  Aizawl  the  bicentenary 
f  Mary's  birth  is  being  celebrated  as  a  part  of 
;s  "Year  of  the  Bible."  There  are  many  street 
osters  and  other  symbols  on  display. 

A  young  Bible  Society  worker  in  Australia, 
ressed  in  traditional  Welsh  garb,  is  covering 
le  hundreds  of  miles  between  Sydney  and 
lelbourne  to  draw  attention  to  the  needs  of  the 
'orld  for  the  Word. 


Mary  Jones,  who  was  born  into  the  family 
of  a  humble  weaver  in  1784,  wanted  a  Bible  in 
her  own  Welsh  tongue  more  than  anything  else. 
It  took  six  years  to  save  the  equivalent  of  about 
25  cents  in  today's  currency  to  pay  for  it.  Not 
until  then  was  Mary,  by  now  in  her  teens,  able 
to  set  off  over  the  misty  hills  for  Bala  from  the 
family's  remote  home  in  Llanfihangel. 

Mary  reached  the  little  town  only  to  find 
that  the  last  Bible  was  gone.  But  her  tears  of 
disappointment,  and  her  strong  belief  in  what 
the  Scriptures  had  to  say  to  her,  touched  many 
hearts.  They  also  moved  the  minister  at  Bala 
to  give  Mary  a  Bible  of  his  own. 

In  time,  news  of  Mary's  walk  reached  Lon- 
don. It  prompted  a  drive  to  make  Bibles  readi- 
ly available  to  the  people  of  Wales.  That  in  turn 
raised  the  cry,  "If  for  Wales,  why  not  the 
world ! ' ' 

The  spirit  of  Mary  Jones  lives  on,  continu- 
ing to  reach  out  to  people  everywhere  with  the 
good  news  of  salvation  published  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. 


HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


3 


BIBLES 
FOR  THE 
H'MONG 
PEOPLE ! 


Recently  three  people,  the  Rev.  Earl 
Glenn,  Mrs.  Marie  Glenn,  and  the  Rev.  De  W. 
Eakes,  were  granted  a  rare  privilege  and  a 
great  opportunity  for  teaching  and  preaching 
for  two  weeks  with  the  H'mong  people  (Laotian 
refugees).  We  worked  under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Bob  Harber,  our  missionary  to  the 
H'mongs.  As  you  can  imagine,  people  who  are 
refugees  have  many  needs  in  a  new  and 
strange  land.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  they 
have  is  for  Bibles  in  their  own  language. 

During  the  teaching  and  Bible  study  ses- 
sions, many  of  the  H'mongs  became  very 
frustrated.  When  they  would  seek  to  locate  a 
particular  Scripture  they  would  find  entire 
verses,  chapters  and  even  complete  Old  Testa- 
ment books  missing  from  their  Bibles.  They 
asked  us  if  there  were  anything  we  could  do  to 
help  in  this  situation.  Our  Press  has  considered 
this  project.  Due  to  the  enormous  number  of 
work  hours  involved  in  photographing  each 
page  and  handbinding  a  volume  as  large  as  a 
Bible  the  cost  will  run  about  $40  per  Bible.  The 
H'mong  people  need  about  400-500  copies  in 
their  language  as  soon  as  possible !  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  is  willing  to  do  the  work  on  a 
"break-even"  basis,  but  we  must  be  assured 
we  can  break  even. 

Here  is  our  proposal  to  the  denomination.  If 
individuals,  groups  and  churches  will  under- 
write this  project,  as  we  sell  the  Bibles  to  the 
H'mongs  (they  are  a  very  proud  and  indepen- 
dent people  and  are  not  asking  for  free  Bibles), 


we  will  give  the  money  they  pay  us  back  to  th( 
denominational  enterprises  with  the  majority 
going  back  into  the  ministry,  in  various  forms, 
to  the  H'mong  people!  Please  send  all  dona- 
tions to  the  Home  Missions  Board  marked 
"H'mong  Bible  Fund."  The  address  is:  Board  i 
of  Home  Missions,  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  1 

We,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  WO 
Baptist  Press  and  the  Home  Missions  Board, 
urge  your  prayerful  consideration  and  respons 
to  this  great  need  among  these  beautiful  peopl) 
to  whom  God  has  opened  the  door  of  ministry 
for  Free  Will  Baptists.  Here  is  a  way  we  can 
literally  share  the  "good  news"  with  people 
who  are  "strangers  in  our  land"  but  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Many  of  these  people  are  Christians  and 
are  seeking  to  grow  in  the  Word  of  God.  They 
are  hampered  by  an  incomplete  Bible.  The 
young  people  are  attending  schools  and  col- 
leges and  are  learning  the  English  language 
quite  well  but  many  of  the  adults  will  never 
learn  English  proficiently  enough  to  read  the 
Scriptures.  Even  those  who  will  eventually 
learn  our  language,  need  the  Scriptures  in  thei 
own  language  in  the  meantime.  Again  we  urge 
your  support  in  this  joint  endeavor  between  th< 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  the  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Home  Missions  Board.  Send  all  donations  t 
the  Home  Missions  Board  marked  "H'mong  Bi 
ble  Fund." 

De  W.  Eakes,  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Boar 
Ray  Wells,  Chairman  of  Home  Missions  Boar 
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;ife  Membership  Award  Given 


Ethel  Brame 

i  Ethel  Brame  was  honored 
vith  a  life  membership  award 
ty  the  Marsh  Swamp  Free  Will 
Japtist  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
,b)ck  Ridge,  North  Carolina, 
luring  the  morning  worship 
jervice,  on  September  11,  1984. 
iheila  Vick  presented  the 
iward.  Jean  Lemmons,  presi- 
dent of  the  auxiliary  and 
laughter  of  the  recipient, 
ginned  on  the  pin,  and  Frances 
Soyette  gave  the  corsage, 
j  In  the  auxiliary  in  recent 
fears  only  three  of  these 
iwards  have  been  given,  prior 
o  this  one.  The  selection  was 
iased  on  church  loyalty,  ser- 
vice, years,  but  with  special 
ittention  given  to  auxiliary 
■elated  work,  as  recorded  in 
ecords. 

Mrs.  Brame  joined  Marsh 
Jwamp  Church  in  1930.  She 
oined  the  auxiliary  that  same 
'ear.  She  immediately  became 
ictive  with  auxiliary  work.  She 
vas  elected  president  in  1931. 
phrough  the  years  she  has 
ierved  as  vice  president,  assis- 
ant  secretary  and  on  many 
:ommittees,  including  visiting 
thairman,  program  commit- 
tee, membership  committee, 
chairman  of  benevolence,  or- 
phanage committee,  mission 
pairman,     Bible  school 


teacher,  nominating  committee 
and  worked  with  youth  groups. 

Her  life  has  been  committed 
to  God's  work.  Not  just  during 
those  early  years,  but  through 
today.  She  has  served  the 
church  and  auxiliary  well  for 
more  than  54  years. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  was 
happy  to  honor  her  with  this 
award. 

Haymount  Church  on 
Wheels  Skating 

On  Monday,  September  24, 
sixty  people  from  Haymount 
Church  in  Fayetteville  rolled 
into  Clinton;  their  mission  was 
to  skate.  It  was  a  time  of 
laughter  as  the  group  of  all 
ages  began  to  move  on  the 
floor.  Legs  flew  up,  arms  went 
out  and  bruises  began.  In  the 
end,  there  was  one  broken 
hand,  one  broken  ankle  and  a 
lot  of  sore  muscles.  Even 
though  there  were  accidents, 
God  still  blessed  the  group  with 
a  wonderful  time.  Praise  the 
Lord  for  Christian  fellowship. 

Central  Conference  to  Meet 

The  North  Carolina  Central 
Conference  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  will  meet  with  the 
Bethany  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Pitt  County.  The 
church  is  located  5  miles  south 
of  Winterville  on  Highway  903. 
The  conference  will  meet  on 
November  8,  1984.  The  sched- 
uled program  is  as  follows: 

MORNING  SESSION 
9:00— Registration  of  Ministers  and 

Delegates 
9:30— Hymn,  "All  Hail  the  Power" 

—  Scripture  and  Prayer,  Jeffery 
Harrison 

—Welcome,  Lou  McLawhorn 
—Response,  Mrs.  Eva  Harris 
—Moderator's  Message,  the  Rev. 

C.  L.  Patrick 
—Roll  Call  of  Churches  and  Minis- 
ters 

—Recognition  of  Visitors 

—  Short  Business  Session 

—  Appointment  of  Committees 
10:00— Reports  of  Denominational  En- 
terprises 


11:30— Hymn 
—Offering 

—  Message,  the  Rev.  Dan  Beaman 
12:00— Lunch 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00— Hymn,  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy" 

—  Scripture  and  Prayer,  Mrs.  Dot 
Dail 

—Report  of  the  Obituary  Commit- 
tee 

—  Business  Session 

—Report  of  Credentials  Commit- 
tee 

—Report  of  Executive  Committee 

—Report  of  Board  of  Missions 

—Report  of  Trustees 

—Report  of  Historian 

—Report  of  Temperance  and  Res- 
olutions Committees 

—Report  of  Nominating  Commit- 
tee 

—Final  Business 
—Adjournment 


Zora  Bunn  Day  at 
Pleasant  Hill  Church 


Homecoming  day  was 
observed  on  Sunday,  October 
21.  It  was  also  a  special  day  for 
a  special  lady,  Mrs.  Zora  Bunn. 
She  is  a  long-standing  member 
of  the  church  and  was  recog- 
nized first  during  the  Sunday 
school  hour  and  presented  with 
a  plaque  from  the  Sunday 
school  by  Joe  Rollins, 
superintendent.  Mrs.  Zora  has 
taught  the  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class  for  33  years,  but  had 
retired  because  of  health 
reasons.  The  class  was  re- 
named "The  Zora  Bunn  Sunday 
School  Class"  in  her  honor  that 
day. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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One  of  her  old  friends,  Col. 
Henry  Royal,  was  a  surprise 
guest  who  taught  the  Sunday 
school  lesson.  The  entire  day 
was  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Zora. 
She  was  presented  with  a  ban- 
ner and  a  basket  of  notes  and 
good  wishes  from  her  friends 
and  family. 

Many  aspects  of  her  life  were 
shared  by  family  members, 
club  members,  individuals 
from  the  church  and  others. 

REVIVAL  TIME 
Through  November  8 

Daniels  Chapel  Church,  Wilson 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
Prayer  rooms  open  at 
7:15  p.m. 
Dr.  Cedric  Pierce,  evange- 
list 

The  Rev.  Earl  Glenn,  pas- 
tor 

Through  November  9 

Free  Union  Church,  Route  3, 
Spring  Hope 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Clyde  Cox,  evan- 
gelist 

The  Rev.  Lester  Duncan, 
pastor 

Sweet    Gum    Grove  Church, 
Route  1,  Stokes 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The    Rev.    Henry  Arm- 
strong, evangelist 
The  Rev.  David  Hill,  pastor 

First  Church,  Wilson 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Craig  Simmons, 

pastor 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Elm  City 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The   Rev.    David  Ricks, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Clarence  Harris, 

pastor 

November  12-16 

Stoney  Creek  Church,  Golds- 
boro 
Time:  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Marvin  Waters, 

evangelist 
The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  pas- 
tor 
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FIRST  IMPRESSION  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES 
(Part  I) 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 


Willem  teaching 


After  a  long  and  good  flight  we  landed  at  Manila  Internatioii 
Airport,  four  months  ago.  Metro  Manila,  the  capital  of  the  Phil)) 
pines,  is  a  large  and  crowded  city  with  its  own  character. 

I  never  was  in  a  city  like  this  before,  although  we  were  in  qui 
a  number  of  metropolises  before  on  the  various  continents.  I  h£jj 
to  tell  you  that  we  were  never  in  an  Asian  country  before  we  ca.l 
to  this  wonderful  land.  We  were  really  lost,  because  it  was  harcl 
orientate  in  this  busy  environment  of  cars,  buses,  jeeps,  and  trucl 
all  rushing  over  the  main  roads.  Fortunately  we  got  all  possij 
help  from  the  Rev.  Charles  Barnard  and  his  family,  who  w<fl 
guiding  us  in  this  chaotic  situation.  When  we  first  drove  through  I 
city  I  thought  that  he  was  crazy,  but  later  on  I  discovered  that  tj 
was  the  only  way  to  go  somewhere. 

Manila  has  a  typical  oriental  smell— the  smell  of  sweet  fn| 
onions,  garlic,  and  spices.  The  people  are  very  kind  and  curioifl 
they  ask  the  foreigners  many  questions,  and  they  show  their  p' 
sonal  interest.  All  white  people  have  a  name,  they  are  "Joe."| 
does  not  matter  if  you  are  male  or  female,  you  are  "Joe."  All  m 
pie  with  a  white  complexion  are  Americanoes.  There  is  no  gl 
ference  between  Euro-whites  and  the  American-whites,  we  seemi 
be  equal. 

On  our  trip  to  the  guest  house  where  we  spent  some  weeks,  I 
met  near  the  traffic  lights  the  young  fellows  who  were  sellij 
cigarettes,  candy,  chewing  gum,  newspapers,  and  flowers.  Theji 
are  also  the  beggars,  poor  ones,  blind  ones,  asking  for  morw! 
There  are  mothers  with  their  babies  on  the  arm  and  girls  with  tm 
little  sister  or  brother  hanging  over  their  shoulders  to  gain  the  co: 
passion  of  the  passengers.  The  little  ones  are  suffering  tremendoi 
ly  from  the  smoke  of  the  passing  vehicles  and  the  heat  of  the  daj 
feel  a  combination  of  anger,  weakness  and  compassion.  Ang 
because  grown-ups  are  exploiting  these  poor  little  children  a 
babies  for  their  own  benefits ;  weakness  because  I  do  not  know  wl: 
I  have  to  do  in  this  situation;  and  compassion  because  I  know  tr 
these  children  are  suffering  and  have  no  knowledge  of  a  lovi 
Father.  Once  one  of  the  children  was  counting  the  money  in  h 
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>irt  at  the  roadside  and  seeing  the  considerable  amount  I  realized 
tilt  if  they  receive  two  to  five  pesos  per  red  light,  they  will  have  a 
Ytter  income  than  many  workers  with  a  higher  income  job.  So  we 
elided  to  stop  contributing  to  these  ones.  Rather,  we  buy  flower 
Vjains  from  the  little  guys  at  the  "7-Eleven"  store.  They  really 
bcame  our  friends. 

Much  more  are  we  concerned  with  the  homeless  crowd  living  in 
back  streets,  these  adults  and  children  whose  fate  it  is  to  live 
>m  one  day  to  another,  having  no  other  future  than  to  die.  All  they 
sess  are  their  clothes,  a  sad  look  in  their  eyes,  even  remaining 
en  they  laugh,  and  a  poverty-stricken  face.  Every  time  when  we 
Jive  these  ones  we  know  that  we  did  nothing  for  them.  Their  beds 
the  roadsides,  just  at  the  walls  of  the  houses.  The  spaces  under 
rpasses  are  crowded  at  night  during  the  rainy  season,  occupied 
the  homeless. 

One  night  when  I  left  the  guest  house  to  go  shopping  I  almost 
I  over  somebody  who  took  his  sleeping  place  there.  I  apologized 
d  had  a  short  talk  with  him.  He  asked  me  for  some  money.  What 
Ipuld  I  do?  Does  it  solve  the  problem?  Is  this  the  most  important 
ng  he  needs?  I  was  going  for  food  myself,  so  I  gave  him  some 
ifcney  and  when  I  came  back  from  the  market  he  was  sleeping 
I  ain,  just  on  a  road  where  cars  and  jeeps  were  passing  all  night.  I 
9 1  wondering  if  we  have  any  obligation  to  those  ones.  Let  us  put  it 
qjprayer,  all  of  us  together,  and  the  Almighty  God  will  teach  us  the 
aswer. 

NEW  MISSION  ORGANIZED 


Ribbon  cutting  for  the  new  building. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Philippines  is  pleased  to  an- 
tounce  the  opening  of  a  new  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  in  the  city  of 
(Puerto  Princesa. 

The  Jacana  Free  Will  Baptist  Mission  held  its  organizational 
(Service  and  building  dedication  ceremony  on  Sunday,  September  2, 
984.  The  Rev.  Charles  Barnard,  former  director  of  missions  for  the 
free  Will  Baptist  Church  Philippines,  was  the  guest  speaker. 

The  service  opened  with  a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony.  The 
)astor,  the  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong,  and  the  assistant  director  of  mis- 
sions, the  Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa,  assisted  Mr.  Barnard  in  the  ribbon 
jutting. 

The  service  was  attended  by  approximately  200  well-wishers. 
Special  music  was  presented  by  students  of  Palawan  Bible  Institute 
Wid  members  of  the  missions  department.  Fellowship  and 
'efreshments  followed  the  service. 


Charles  Barnard 


WORD  OF  THANKS 

On  August  5, 1984, 1  was  hit  by 
a  car  and  carried  to  Carteret 
General  Hospital  in  Morehead 
City,  North  Carolina;  from 
there  I  was  transferred  to  Pitt 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Green- 
ville, North  Carolina. 

During  the  three  weeks  that  I 
was  hospitalized  many  wonder- 
ful people  from  all  over  North 
Carolina  visited  me.  I  wish 
there  were  words  that  I  could 
express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
the  ministers  who  visited  and 
prayed  for  me  in  both 
hospitals;  to  you  who  sent 
cards,  to  the  auxiliaries  of 
various  churches  for  the 
beautiful  cards  and  words  of  in- 
spiration expressed;  to  the 
ladies  of  the  woman's  auxiliary 
conference  at  Cragmont;  to  you 
who  brought  or  sent  gifts  to  me 
and  offered  words  of  comfort. 
Most  of  all  I  thank  each  of  you 
for  your  prayers  that  have  been 
the  power  behind  the 
Everlasting  Arms  who  have 
strengthened  me  from  day  to 
day  and  will  keep  me  safe  until 
I  am  well  and  able  to  be  out 
again.  Great  is  the  faithfulness 
of  our  God! 

May  God  bless  and  reward 
each  of  you,  my  friends.  I  love 
you. 

Mrs.  Edwin  (Katie)  Roper 

CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Otter's  Creek  Church,  3  miles 
east  of  Macclesfield,  is  seeking 
a  full-time  pastor  to  begin  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  January, 
1985.  Write  to  R.  A.  Hamilton, 
Chairman  of  the  Deacon  Board, 
Route  1,  Fountain,  NC  27829;  or 
call  827-4547  after  6  p.m. 

NOTICE 

The  Cape  Fear  District 
Women  will  have  a  study 
course  on  Monday,  November 
12,  1984,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at 
Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield. 
The  topic  will  be  "God's  Will"  ; 
Mrs.  Helen  Floyd  will  be  the 
speaker.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
attend.  The  study  course  co- 
chairmen  are  Marie  Daughtry 
and  Shirley  Sellers. 
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DR.  SESSOMS 
JOINS  MOC  STAFF 


Site'  i 


Dr.  Barbara  Ross  Sessoms 

Dr.  Barbara  Ross  Sessoms 
has  been  appointed  director  of 
Planning  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

As  the  director  Dr.  Sessoms 
will  work  with  the  ad- 
ministrative staff  and  the  facul- 
ty to  develop  and  coordinate  in- 
stitutional research  and  long 
range  planning  for  the  College, 
with  special  emphasis  on  the 
four-year  program. 

Before  coming  to  Mount 
Olive  she  served  as  manager 
for  marketing  administration 
and  finance,  Hardee's  Food 
Systems,  Inc.,  Rocky  Mount; 
director  for  institutional 
research,  Atlantic  Christian 
College,  Wilson;  and  program 
specialist  for  North  Carolina 
State  University  agriculture 
extension  service,  Raleigh. 

The  new  administrator  also 
taught  sociology  and 
psychology  at  East  Carolina 
University,  Greenville,  and  in 
the  Golden  State  University  ex- 
tension program,  Camp  Le- 
jeune,  North  Carolina.  She  has 
been  a  public  school  teacher  in 
North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Texas,  and  in  Wildflecken, 
West  Germany. 


Dr.  Sessoms  received  her 
Ed.  D.  and  M.  Ed.  from  North 
Carolina  State  University, 
Raleigh,  and  her  B.S.  from  Ap- 
palachian State  University, 
Boone.  She  is  a  member  of  Phi 
Kappa  Phi  Honor  Society,  the 
National  Association  for  In- 
stitutional Research  and  the 
North  Carolina  Adult  Educa- 
tion Association. 

Her  husband,  Clayton 
Sessoms,  is  the  director  of 
Career  Planning,  Atlantic 
Christian  College.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Kathryn,  and 
live  in  Fremont. 

Dr.  Sessoms  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  H.  Ross  Jr. 
of  Smithfield.  Her  father  at- 
tends Johnston  Union  Church, 
near  Smithfield. 

COLLEGE  BOOKSTORE 
EXPANDS  SERVICES 

Mount  Olive  College  and  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  of 
Ayden  have  entered  a 
cooperative  agreement  to  pro- 
vide services  to  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist churches  in  Wayne,  Duplin 
and  Sampson  Counties  and  the 
surrounding  area. 

Literature  for  Sunday 
schools,  the  woman's  auxiliary, 
youth  groups  and  the  league  is 
currently  available.  A  fine 
selection  of  devotional  books, 
study  Bibles  and  best  selling 
religious  books  are  stocked  in 
the  bookstore. 

The  College  bookstore  has 
also  expanded  its  function  to  in- 
clude not  only  students,  but  the 
general  public  as  well.  In  addi- 
tion to  items  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  the  store  is 
stocked  with  general  school 
supplies,  dictionaries,  and 
other  educational  needs. 

"We  invite  Free  Will  Baptists 
and  others  in  our  area  to  visit 
the  campus  bookstore  and 
utilize  its  services,"  says  Mrs. 
Happy  Taylor,  manager  of  the 
bookstore.  "They  will  be  able  to 


Mrs.  Happy  Taylor 

Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  manager  of  th. 
Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore,  pause] 
near  a  display  of  Bibles  and  other  in 
spirational  materials  available  at  th 

College  Store.        (Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue 

purchase  all  materials  put 
lished  by  the  Press,  renew  oi 
start  a  subscription  to  The  Frel 
Will  Baptist,  or  buy  a  variety  or 
school  supplies."  Mrs.  Taylor 
formerly  managed  the  Fre<! 
Will  Baptist  Bookstore  iif 
Kinston. 

The  Mount  Olive  College 
Bookstore  is  located  on  thi 
downtown  campus.  Tho 
telephone  number  is  658-4933.  f 

HIGH  SCHOOL  VISITS 

A  Mount  Olive  College  admis 
sions  representative  will  b| 
visiting  two  counties  oil 
Wednesday,  November  14.  Ad1 
missions  Counselor  Laur? 
Lamm  will  be  in  Union  Counts 
at  Parkwood  High  School. 
Monroe,  from  9-11  a.m. 

Mrs.  Lamm  will  also  be  ii( 
Stanley  County  at  Nortl 
Stanley  High  School,  New  Lon 
don,  from  1-2:30  p.m. 

The  visits  are  an  excellen 
time  for  students  to  learn  mon 
about  the  opportunities  anc 
programs  of  study  at  Moun 
Olive  College. 
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DINNERS  STILL 
IN  PROGRESS 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Gift 
Jipport  Dinners  continue.  The 
jhedule  for  November  8-17  is 
js  follows: 

Hshington,  Tyrrell,  Martin,  and  Pas- 
juotank  Counties,  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 8,  7:30  p.m.,  Washington  County 
Union  School,  Roper,  David  Cahoon, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $6,325 
(  rteret  County,  Saturday,  November 
L0,  7  p.m.,  East  Carteret  High  School, 
lear  Beaufort,  David  Ward,  Chair- 
I  -nan.  Goal:  $8,750 

|  Ison  County,  Monday,  November  12, 
!  p.m.,  Beddingfield  High  School, 
"tear  Wilson,  James  B.  Hunt  Sr., 
Chairman.  Goal:  $18,600 

jtt  County,  Tuesday,  November  13, 
J  p.m.,  D.  H.  Conley  High  School, 
lear  Greenville,  Mrs.  Dot  Dail, 
Chairman.  Goal:  $16,850 

;  mpson,  Harnett,  and  Cumberland 
bounties,  Thursday,  November  15, 
7  p.m.,  Midway  School,  near  Dunn, 
2.  Felton  Godwin,  Chairman.  Goal: 
$9,225 

hmlico  County,  Saturday,  November 
4.7,  6  p.m.,  Camp  Vandemere, 
Reginald  Caroon,  Chairman.  Goal: 
J56.300 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS 
Sunday,  November  11 

\Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
ifent,  College  Day  Program, 
leedy  Branch  Church,  near 
finterville,  combined  Sunday 
phool  classes,  9:45  a.m.,  and 
iorship  service,  11  a.m.  The 
jev.  Willis  Wilson  is  pastor. 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  department 
f  Religion,  pulpit  supply, 
reenville,  First  Church,  wor- 
lip  service,  11  a.m.  The  Rev. 
iarry  Grubbs  is  pastor. 
\Dr.  Calvin  Mercer,  depart- 
lent  of  Religion,  Little  Rock 
jhurch,  Lucama,  worship  ser- 
vice, 11  a.m.  The  Rev.  De 
tf&yne  Eakes  is  pastor. 

COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 

November  10 

"ampus  Visitation  Day, 
Henderson  Building,  10  a.m., 
ampus  tours  for  prospective 
tudents,  conferences  with 
acuity  and  Mount  Olive  Col- 
ege  students,  lunch,  entertain- 
ment, honors  scholarship  inter- 
views and  auditions  for  the 
Itount  Olive  College  Singers. 
ror  more  information,  contact 
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Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of  Ad- 
missions; telephone  658-2502. 

November  12 

Campus  Visitation  Day  (same 
as  November  10,  except  no 
scholarship  interviews  or 
music  auditions.) 

November  15 

CULTURAL  ARTS  LECTURE, 
COLLEGE  HALL,  7:30  p.m., 
"Walk  Softly  and  Carry  a  Big 
Stick,"  Dr.  John  Gable,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Associa- 
tion, speaker. 

November  30 

NORTH  CAROLINA  SYM- 
PHONY, College  Hall,  8  p.m., 
under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Gerhardt  Zimmerman; 
Michael  Lorimer,  performing 
soloist.  The  charge  for  the  per- 
formance is:  adult,  $12;  senior 
citizens,  $8;  and  child,  $6. 
Tickets  are  available  from 
Steve  Raper,  office  of  alumni 
affairs;  telephone  658-2502. 

December  11 

"THE  MESSIAH,"  Rodgers 
Chapel,  11  a.m.  and  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  8  p.m.,  the  College 
and   community   choirs  per- 


Alumni  and  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege are  invited  to  attend  all 
Cultural  Arts  events.  There  is 
no  admission  charge  for  the 
College  programs. 

Correspondence  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365;  telephone  (919)  658-2502. 

COMING  EVENTS 

November — Entire  Month  Des- 
ignated by  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  as  Chil- 
dren's Home  Month 

November  7 — Church  Finance 
Board  of  Directors  Meets, 
10:30  a.m. 

November  8 — Children's  Home 
Board  Meets,  7:30  p.m.,  at 
the  Home,  in  the  Conference 
Room  of  Memorial  Chapel 
Church 

November  8 — Central  Confer- 
ence, Bethany  Church 

November  9,  10 — Cragmont 
Board  of  Directors  Meets  at 
Cragmont 

November  10 — State  Layman's 
League  Convention 

November  13 — Foreign  Mis- 
sions Board  Meets,  10  a.m., 
Headquarters 

November  16 — Home  Missions 


rming.  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

VACANCY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mount  Olive  College  invites  applications  for  the  following 
positions. 

Executive  Secretary:  Office  of  the  President 

The  position  includes  administration  of  secretarial  work 
related  to  the  Office  of  the  President.  A  baccalaureate  degree 
and  office  experience  preferred  but  not  required.  Applicants 
should  possess  secretarial  skills,  office  management 
capabilities,  ability  to  work  with  people,  personal  maturity 
and  a  commitment  to  Christian  higher  education. 

General  Secretary:  Office  of  the  Vice  President  for  Student 
Affairs 

Applicants  should  possess  general  office  skills,  personal 
maturity  and  the  ability  to  work  with  students.  One  or  two 
years  of  college  education  preferred. 

Application  Procedures: 

Applications  must  be  in  writing  and  should  include  a  com- 
plete resume  of  education,  qualifications,  experience  and 
references.  (No  applications  will  be  accepted  by  telephone.) 
Deadline  for  applications  is  November  15.  Both  positions  are 
available  as  soon  as  chosen  applicants  are  available.  Salaries 
will  be  based  on  qualifications.  Direct  applications  to: 
Secretary  to  the  President,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive, 
NC  28365. 
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"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls 
P.O.  BOX  249 
MIDDLESEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27557 


Phone  (919)  235-2161 


Dear  Friends: 

During  this  year,  over  50  children  have  been  served 
through  our  child  care  ministry.  Their  every  need  will  be  met 
again  this  year  as  you,  our  friend,  continue  your  loyal 
support  for  your  child  care  ministry.  During  this  special 
Thanksgiving  season  we  ask  that  you  remember  your  child 
care  ministry  in  your  prayers. 

In  Mark  9:36  Jesus  said,  "Whosoever  shall  receive  one  of 
such  children  in  my  name,  receiveth  me:  and  whosoever  shall 
receive  me,  receiveth  not  me,  but  him  that  sent  me."  We  are 
thankful  and  praise  God  for  His  bountiful  blessings  and 
Calling  to  His  children.  Free  Will  Baptist  people  have  been 
receiving  children  and  ministering  to  them  for  over  64  years 
in  Jesus'  Name.  Through  the  faithful  support  of  our  people 
the  children  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  experience 
the  love  of  a  loving  Saviour. 

November    is    Children's   Home  Month.    As  your  church 
remembers  its  ministry  in  Christian  Child  Care  in  one  of  its; 
services  during  November,  we  ask  that  you  pray  for: 

1.  The  children  daily. 

2.  The  staff  for  guidance  as  they  minister. 

3.  A  continued  VISION  for  growth  in  ministry. 

4.  A  generous  offering. 

Because  you  care,  we  will  be  able  to  continue  to  provide 
"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls." 

We  invite  you  and  your  church  to  visit  the  Home  on 
November  17,  1984,  for  our  annual  Thanksgiving  service.  The 
service  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  stay 
for  the  afternoon.    Tours  of  the  campus  will  be  arranged. 

Thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  done  and  are  going  to 
do  in  ministering  to  children. 


Yours  for  His  Children, 


Bobby  R.  Taylor 
Executive  Director 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM  JULY  1,  1984- 
SEPTEMBER  30,  1984 

ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 

Albemarle  Union  Meeting  $  17.57 

Belhaven  25.00 

Free  Union  250.00 

Hickory  Chapel  200.00 

Mount  Tabor  75.00 

Mount  Zion  100.00 

Plymouth,  First  170.00 

Shiloh  347.44 

Sidney  143.10 

Sound  Side  104.95 

Trinity  150.00 

Union  Chapel  210.61 

Total  $1,793.67 


CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 

Bethel 

$  14.00 

1  Goldsboro,  First 

525.00 

j  Faith 

25.00 

Haymount 

215.55 

!  Johnston  Union 

250.00 

Lee's  Chapel 

36.38 

iMount  Olive 

20.00 

'  Oak  Grove 

25.00 

.Palmer  Memorial 

213.42 

j  Pleasant  Grove 

500.00 

Riverside 

200.00 

\  Shady  Grove 

306.00 

Smithfield,  First 

20.00 

Tee's  Chapel 

300.00 

JWest  Clinton 

50.00 

jWooten's  Chapel 

50.00 

'  Yelverton  Grove 

100.00 

Cape  Fear  Conference 

30.66 

Total 

$2,881.01 

Aspen  Grove 

$  120.00 

Ayden 

125.00 

Bethany 

92.25 

Black  Jack 

11.27 

Daniels  Chapel 

375.00 

Edge  wood 

194.16 

Free  Union 

27.00 

Friendship 

617.05 

Greenville,  First 

150.00 

Grifton  Mission 

345.00 

Grimsley 

125.00 

Gum  Swamp 

175.00 

Harrell's  Chapel 

453.00 

Hickory  Grove 

233.08 

Hugo 

372.36 

Hull  Road 

313.14 

King's  Cross  Roads 

1,317.29 

La  Grange 

25.00 

Marlboro 

331.84 

Ormondsville 

263.00 

Otter's  Creek 

73.09 

Owens  Chapel 

200.00 

Peace 

68.50 

Piney  Grove  (Beaufort County) 

88.64 

Pleasant  Hill 

210.00 

Reedy  Branch 

100.00 
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Rocky  Mount,  First 

160.00 

Eastern  Conference  Missions 

200.00 

Rose  Hill 

781.64 

Eastern  Conference 

Rose  of  Sharon 

100.00 

Woman's  Auxiliary 

200.00 

Saratoga 

60.00 

Third  Union  District 

67.50 

Spring  Branch 

200.00 

Fifth  Union  District 

15.00 

Sweet  Gum  Grove 

115.00 

Total 

$7,698.13 

Tarboro,  First 

550.00 

Walnut  Creek 

200.00 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION 

Winterville 

241.90 

Beaverdam 

$  690.24 

Central  Conference  Missions 

700.00 

Cypress  Creek 

157.87 

Fourth  Union 

16.63 

Emerson 

454.63 

Second  Union 

15.36 

Mission  Valley 

25.00 

Total 

$9,546.20 

Mount  Calvary 

20.50 

Oak  Grove 

247.27 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Pleasant  Meadow 

25.00 

Antioch 

$  100.00 

White  Oak 

150.00 

Arapahoe 

591.50 

Pee  Dee  Union  Number  1 

20.00 

Bethel 

11.20 

Pee  Dee  Union  Number  2 

50.00 

Beulaville 

600.88 

Total 

$1,840.51 

Bridgeton 

35.00 

Cabin 

41.75 

PIEDMONT  CONFERENCE 

Cape  Carteret  Fellowship 

66.13 

Heritage 

$  32.95 

Christian  Chapel 

300.00 

High  Point 

56.62 

Core  Creek 

240.30 

Piedmont  Conference 

100.00 

Croatan 

20.00 

Total 

$  189.57 

Daly's  Chapel 

100.00 

Davis 

119.60 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 

Dublin  Grove 

10.00 

Agape  Mission 

$  100.00 

Edwards  Chapel 

35.58 

Barnes  Hill 

100.00 

Faith  (Leland) 

12.40 

Black  Jack  Grove 

75.00 

Friendship 

100.00 

Branch  Chapel 

500.00 

Hillsberry 

262.50 

Calvary- 

45.00 

Holly  Springs 

466.16 

Durham,  First 

120.00 

Indian  Springs 

5.00 

Everett  Chapel 

977.56 

Jackson  Heights 

133.89 

Fellowship 

68.00 

Juniper  Chapel 

352.50 

Flood's  Chapel 

50.00 

Kinston,  First 

135.40 

Free  Spirit 

64.00 

Macedonia 

89.70 

Free  Union 

114.50 

May's  Chapel 

125.00 

Fremont 

200.00 

Moseley's  Creek 

50.00 

Friendship 

300.00 

Mount  Zion  ( Pamlico  County ) 

25.00 

Kenly 

13.73 

New  Haven 

100.00 

Little  Rock 

200.00 

Northeast 

265.00 

Living  Waters 

133.82 

Oak  Grove 

10.50 

Marsh  Swamp 

178.43 

Oriental 

10.00 

Memorial  Chapel 

20.00 

Pearsall  Chapel 

225.00 

Micro 

13.30 

Pilgrim's  Home 

150.00 

Milbournie 

155.00 

Pilgrims  Rest 

44.73 

Mount  Zion  ( Nash  County ) 

70.00 

Piney  Grove 

35.00 

Mount  Zion  ( Wilson  County ) 

26.50 

Rock  of  Zion 

34.50 

Oak  Grove 

326.66 

Rooty  Branch 

25.00 

People's  Chapel 

70.00 

Saint  Mary's 

35.00 

Pine  Level 

35.00 

Sandy  Plain 

185.00 

Pleasant  Grove 

600.00 

Sarecta 

20.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

20.00 

Smith's  New  Home 

148.17 

Pleasant  Plain 

135.00 

Sneads  Ferry 

204.00 

Piney  Grove 

20.00 

Snow  Hill 

235.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads 

342.00 

Sound  View 

84.56 

Rock  Springs 

20.00 

Spring  Hope 

35.00 

Rosebud 

75.00 

Trent 

96.41 

St.  Mary's 

250.00 

Verona 

150.00 

Sherron  Acres 

155.00 

Wardens  Grove 

138.27 

Spring  Hill 

640.00 

Warsaw,  First 

170.00 

Stancil's  Chapel 

26.75 

Westside 

380.00 

Stoney  Creek 

25.00 

Whaley's  Chapel 

200.00 

Stony  Hill 

90.00 

White  Oak 

30.00 

Trinity 

250.00 

Wintergreen 

175.00 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Scripture  Reading  — Acts  7,  8 

THE  RESULT  OF  A  SMILE 
One  Sunday  evening,  David  Livingstone  sat 
in  the  Aberdeen  Music  Hall  listening  to  a  service 
rendered  by  a  deputation  from  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society.  When  the  service  was  over,  Liv- 
ingstone looked  wistfully  after  the  team  as  they 
filed  out  the  door.  The  look  on  his  face  so  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  a  Congregational 
minister  who  was  standing  nearby,  that  he 
stepped  quietly  to  the  boy's  side  and  with  a  smile 
asked,  "My  boy,  would  you  like  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary?" 


Livingstone  later  said  that  it  was  that  smile, 
questioning  and  tender,  which  led  him  to  make 
his  final  decision  to  serve  his  Saviour  as  a  foreign 
missionary. 


MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Acts  9,  10 

"COUNT  IT  ALL  JOY" 
The  missionary  reached  the  little  Chinese 
town  shortly  after  bandits  had  done  their  worst. 
A  native  Christian  showed  the  ruins  of  his  home ; 
thatched  roof,  rafters,  rude  furniture,  all  turned 
to  ashes.  Then,  as  though  it  were  the  last  straw, 
he  said,  "They  even  burned  my  Bible  and  hymn- 
book!"  And  from  the  ruins,  he  picked  a  single 
page  of  his  Chinese  hymnbook,  the  only  thing 
that  had  escaped  the  flames!  The  missionary 
took  it  and  read,  "Joy  to  the  world,  the  Lord  is 
come ! "  It  seemed  a  mockery— this  note  of  joy  in 
the  midst  of  desolation. 


But  if  you  could  have  gone  to  the  little  chapel 
and  seen  the  light  on  the  faces  of  those  Chris- 
tians, who  had  lost  nearly  everything,  and  heard 
them  speak  of  the  home  Jesus  has  prepared  for 
those  who  love  Him,  you  would  know  there  is  joy 
to  the  world,  because  the  Lord  has  come! 


TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 


13 


Scripture  Reading  — Acts  11-13 

"IT  ISN'T  RAINING  RAIN  TO  ME!" 
"It  isn't  raining  rain  to  me, 

It's  raining  daffodils! 
In  ev'ry  dimpling  drop  I  see 
Wild  flowers  on  the  hills ! 


"A  cloud  of  gray  engulfs  the  day 
And  overwhelms  the  town; 

It  isn't  raining  rain  to  me, 
It's  raining  roses  down! 

"It  isn't  raining  rain  to  me, 
But  fields  of  clover  blooms, 

Where  any  buccaneering  bee 
May  find  a  bed  and  roam ! ' ' 


A  health,  then,  to  the  happy, 
A  fig  to  him  who  frets! 

It  isn't  raining  rain  to  me, 
It's  raining  violets! 


WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Acts  14-16 

WHY  SO  CHEERFUL? 
On  a  train  to  Liverpool  a  Christian  workei 
found  himself  in  a  crowded  compartment  seatec 
near  two  soldiers,  one  a  private,  the  other  a] 
sergeant  in  his  middle  thirties.  The  private  was  a 
young  lad,  ruddy  and  open  of  countenance.  The 
Christian  worker's  heart  went  out  to  the  boy,  and: 
he  engaged  both  of  the  soldiers  in  conversation  1 
To  his  surprise  he  discovered  that  they  had  beer'* 
through  the  ordeal  of  Dunkirk.  The  younger  mari;; 
appeared  particularly  happy  and  cheerful,  ap 
peared  to  look  on  life  as  though  it  were  to  him  i 
rosy  morn.  The  civilian  said  to  him,  "You  wenl 
through  that  terrible  experience  of  Dunkirk,  yel 
you  seem  so  happy  and  cheerful."  "Oh,  sir,"  the" 
boy  said,  "but  Dunkirk  did  a  lot  for  me."  "A  lot 
for  you?  What  did  it  do?"  "It  brought  me  tq 
Christ.  While  I  was  right  in  the  midst  of  that  con! 
flict,  I  trusted  Him  as  I  had  been  taught.  I  was 
saved,  and  have  been  rejoicing  in  Him  even 
since." 


Strong  are  walls  around  me, 
That  hold  me  all  the  day; 

But  they  who  thus  have  bound  me 
Cannot  keep  God  away: 

My  very  dungeon  walls  are  dear 
Because  the  God  I  love  is  here. 


THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Acts  17-19 

THE  SHINING  FACE 
More  than  seventy  years  ago,  when  the  grea 
missionary  Adoniram  Judson  was  home  or 
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furlough,  he  passed  through  Stonington,  Con- 
necticut. In  those  days  the  Stonington  Line  was 
s:;he  principal  route  between  New  England  and 
^ew  York,  and  the  boys  of  the  town  often  played 
ibout  the  wharves  in  the  evening  in  the  hope  to 
matching  a  glimpse  of  some  famous  man. 

One  evening,  one  of  the  boys  noticed  a  man 
vhose  appearance  excited  his  curiosity  and 
vonder.  Never  before  had  he  seen  such  a  light  on 
iny  human  face.  Presently  it  dawned  on  him  that 
he  man  was  the  famous  missionary  whose  pic- 
ure  he  had  once  seen.  He  ran  up  the  street  to  the 
3aptist  minister's,  to  ask  if  it  could  really  be  he. 
The  minister  hurried  back  with  him.  Yes,  the  boy 
vas  right.  But  the  minister,  absorbed  in  conver- 
sion with  the  missionary,  forgot  all  about  the 
|)oy  who  had  brought  him  the  news.  The  boy, 
ilent,  eager,  unable  to  tear  himself  away,  stood 
•y  and  watched  that  wonderful  face. 

Many  years  afterward,  that  boy,  Henry  Clay 
LTumbull,  became  a  famous  minister  himself, 
md  wrote  a  book  of  memories  in  which  was  a 
(hapter  entitled,  '  'What  a  Boy  Saw  in  the  Face  of 
kdoniram  Judson."  Doctor  Trumbull,  too,  has 
passed  away,  but  the  light  in  the  missionary's 
ace  still  shines  down  the  years. 


her,  "It  must  be  very  hard  for  you  to  lie  here." 
She  smiled  and  said,  "It's  better  higher  up." 


J  Friends  to  whom  Doctor  Trumbull  told  the 
\\tory  told  it  to  others,  and  the  printed 
)ages — who  can  tell  to  how  many  lives  they  have 
tarried  their  message. 


FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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I  j  ^ripture  Reading  — Acts  20-22 

WHERE  TO  TURN  OUR  EYES 
•f      Not  long  ago  there  lived  an  old  bedridden 
111  aint,  and  a  Christian  lady  who  visited  her  found 
In  |er  always  very  cheerful.  This  visitor  had  a  lady 
I  riend  of  wealth  who  constantly  looked  on  the 
rfjark  side  of  things,  and  was  always  cast  down 
s  ilthough  she  was  a  professed  Christian.  She 
ft  nought  it  would  do  this  lady  good  to  see  the 
edridden  saint,  so  she  took  her  down  to  the 
ouse.  She  lived  in  the  garret,  five  stories  up,  and 
/hen  they  had  got  to  the  first  story,  the  lady 
rew  up  her  dress  and  said,  '  'How  dark  and  filthy 
|;  is!"  "It's  better  higher  up,"  said  her  friend. 
;  [hey  got  to  the  next  story,  and  it  was  no  better; 
Ijjie  lady  complained  again,  but  her  friend  replied 
jilt's  better  higher  up."  At  the  third  floor  it 
reemed  still  worse,  and  the  lady  kept  complain- 
ig,  but  her  friend  kept  saying,  "It's  better 
jgher  up."  At  last  they  got  to  the  fifth  story,  and 
i  [hen  they  went  into  the  sickroom  there  was  a 
lice  carpet  on  the  floor,  there  were  flowering 
lants  in  the  window  and  little  birds  singing.  And 
jiere  they  found  this  bedridden  saint— one  of 
;  jiose  saints  whom  God  is  polishing  for  His  own 
|;mple— just  beaming  with  joy.  The  lady  said  to 
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Yes!  And  if  things  go  against  us,  my  friends, 
let  us  remember  that  "it's  better  higher  up.  " 


SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Acts  23-25 

WHERE  IS  HAPPINESS? 

Not  in  Unbelief— Voltaire  was  an  infidel  of 
the  most  pronounced  type.  He  wrote: 

"I  wish  I  had  never  been  born." 

Not  in  Money— Jay  Gould,  the  American 
millionaire,  had  plenty  of  that.  When  dying,  he 
said: 

"I  suppose  I  am  the  most  miserable  devil  on 
earth." 

Not  in  Position  and  Fame— Lord  Beacons- 
field  enjoyed  more  than  his  share  of  both;  he 
wrote : 

"Youth  is  a  mistake,  manhood  a  struggle, 
old  age  a  secret." 

Certainly  Not  in  Infidelity— 

Thomas  Paine  cried  out  during  his  last 
moments:  "O  Lord,  help  me!  God,  help  me! 
Jesus  Christ,  help  me!"  Voltaire  said:  "I  am 
lost!  I  am  lost!  Oh,  that  I  had  never  been  born! " 
Colonel  Charteris  said:  "I  would  gladly  give 
30,000  pounds  to  have  it  proved  to  my  satisfaction 
that  there  is  no  such  place  as  Hell." 

Not  in  Pleasure— 

Lord  Byron,  who  revelled  in  pleasure  all  his 
days,  wrote  on  his  last  birthday: 

"My  days  are  in  the  yellow  leaf, 

The  flowers  and  fruits  of  life  are  gone, 

The  worm,  the  canker,  and  the  grief 
Are  mine  alone." 
Not  in  Power— 

The  name  of  Napoleon,  the  Great,  truly 
stands  prominent  for  power.  Musing,  a  lonely 
prisoner  on  St.  Helena,  he  summarized  thus: 
"Alexander,  Caesar,  Charlemagne,  and  myself 
founded  empires.  But  on  what  did  we  found 
them?  On  Force!  Jesus  Christ  alone  founded  His 
on  Love,  and  today  there  are  millions  who  would 
die  for  Him." 

Where  then  is  happiness  to  be  found? 

Jesus  said,  "I  will  see  you  again,  and  your 
heart  shall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh 
from  you"  (John  16:22). 

The  answer  is  simple : 

"In  Christ  Alone." 


Taste  for  yourself,  and  you  will  say: 

None  other  Name  for  me, 
There's  love  and  light,  and  lasting  joy, 

Lord  Jesus,  found  in  Thee. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight  's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  <Safioot  Jlzaon 


For  November  11 
THE 

CHRISTIAN'S  HOPE 

Lesson  Text:  1  Thessalonians 
1:1-3;  4:9-18 

Memory  Verses:  1  Thessalo- 
nians 4:17,  18 

"What  shall  be  the  sign  of  thy 
coming,  and  of  the  end  of  the 
world?"  The  disciples  asked 
Jesus  that  question  not  long 
before  His  death  (Matthew 
24:3).  For  nearly  two  thousand 
years  the  same  question  has 
fascinated  many  disciples. 
When  and  how  will  Jesus  come 
again?  When  and  how  will  this 
present  world  end?  Students 
have  developed  a  whole  branch 
of  biblical  studies  called 
eschatology,  from  the  Greek 
word  eschatos,  which  means 
last.  It  is  concerned  with  what 
is  known  or  guessed  about  the 
last  days  of  this  present  age. 

Paul  was  in  Troas  on  his 
second  missionary  journey 
when  a  vision  called  him  across 
the  Aegean  Sea  to  work  for  the 
first  time  in  Europe.  After  a 
traumatic  and  triumphant  ex- 
perience in  Philippi  (Acts  16), 
he  went  on  to  Thessalonica. 
Silas  and  Timothy  were  with 
him. 

Preaching  the  gospel  in  the 
Thessalonian  synagogue,  Paul 
won  some  of  the  Jews  and 
many  of  the  Greeks.  Unbeliev- 
ing Jews  then  were  so  jealous 
that  they  stirred  up  a  riot.  To 
quiet  the  city,  Paul  and  his 
helpers  went  on  to  Berea. 
Hostile  Jews  followed  them, 
bent  on  mischief.  Paul  then 
went  to  Athens,  leaving  Silas 
and  Timothy  in  Berea  (Acts 
17:1-15). 

With  so  much  hostility  in 
Thessalonica,  Paul  was  anx- 
ious about  the  Christians  he  had 
left  there.  When  his  helpers 
caught  up  with  him  in  Athens, 
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he  sent  Timothy  to  see  what 
was  happening  in  Thessalonica. 
Apparently  Silas  also  went  on 
some  mission,  leaving  Paul 
alone  in  Athens  (1  Thessalo- 
nians 3:1-5).  Still  alone,  Paul 
went  on  to  Corinth,  where  Silas 
and  Timothy  later  rejoined  him 
(Acts  18:1,  5).  Timothy  brought 
good  news.  The  Thessalonian 
Christians  were  standing  fast  in 
the  faith  (1  Thessalonians 
3:6-10).  In  his  joy  and 
thanksgiving,  Paul  then  wrote 
the  letter  we  call  1  Thessalo- 
nians. 

Some  elements  of  eschato- 
logy will  be  seen  in  this  lesson 
and  the  two  that  follow  it.  We 
shall  consider  some  of  the 
future  things  that  were  re- 
vealed to  Paul,  and  especially 
what  these  things  mean  in  rela- 
tion to  our  present  living. 

We  shall  not  expect  to  learn 
when  Christ  will  come  again. 
He  said  no  one  knows  that  ex- 
cept His  Father  (Matthew 
24:36).  It  is  not  for  His  disciples 
to  know  "the  times  or  the 
seasons"  (Acts  1:7).  Trying  to 
forecast  the  time,  many  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
soon.  In  our  century,  en- 
thusiastic students  have  set  the 
date  at  1914,  then  1927,  then 
1972.  All  these  have  proved  to 
be  mistaken.  "In  such  an  hour 
as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man 
cometh"  (Matthew  24:44).  All 
that  Jesus  said  about  the  time 
of  His  coming  encourages  us  to 
be  ready  for  it,  and  the  way  to 
be  ready  is  to  be  busy  with  the 
work  He  has  given  us  to  do. 

Christ  will  come,  and  His 
angels  will  snatch  us  from  the 
ending  earth.  In  the  meantime, 
says  Paul,  "be  ye  steadfast,  un- 
movable,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord"  (1  Corin- 
thians 15:58).  What  work  is 
that? 

Read  Matthew  25:31-46.  Tak- 
ing care  of  the  needy  is  an  im- 
portant work.  That  is  the  work 


of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  says 
our  eternal  destiny  depends  or 
it.  Such  work  does  not  earn  ouil 
way  to  Heaven.  Eternal  life  i: 
still  a  free  gift  (Romans  6:23) 
but  it  is  not  given  to  everybody 

Read    Hebrews  10:23-25 
Meeting   together   and  en 
couraging  one  another  are  ven 
important.  These  too  are  th< 
work  of  the  Lord.  I  recall  i 
young  lady  who  was  known  as! 
an  angel  of  mercy  in  her  town! 
Her  gentle  ministry  to  the  siclj 
and  sorrowing,  her  ready  helH 
for  the  hungry,  her  unfailing 
support  for  the  troubled  madq 
her  a  legend.  "That's  where  it's] 
at!"  she  said.  (In  those  days] 
"That's  where  it's  at"  waj| 
popular   slang   for  "That's! 
what's  right,"  or  "That's  whalt 
we  ought  to  do."  As  some  would 
put  it,  "That's  what  Christians 
ty  is  all  about.") 

"I  agree,"  I  told  my  younj 
friend,  "provided  you  don' 
mean  that's  the  only  place  it'ij 
at.  Let's  not  forget  it's  also  ill 
the  church  house  on  Sunday 
It's  in  the  songs  and  prayer( 
and  sermons.  It's  at  the  table 
where  we  share  the  body  anc. 
blood  of  our  Lord.  It's  in  oui 
worship  just  as  truly  as  in  oui' 
service." 


The  work  of  the  Lord!  It  if 
telling  the  story  of  Jesus,  sing; 
ing  praises  to  God,  sweeping 
the  floor  and  washing  the  win; 
dows  and  mowing  the  lawn.  It  it 
coming  early  to  shovel  the  snow 
away  from  the  church-houst 
door,  teaching  a  Sunday  schoo, 
class,  directing  traffic  in  thfc 
parking  lot.  It  is  taking  Chris* 
tian  kids  on  a  picnic,  welcoml 
ing  strangers  to  the  meeting  o; 
the  church,  cleaning  up  after  £ 
fellowship  dinner. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  abun 
dant.  Are  we  all  abounding  ir 
it? — Standard  Lesson  Commen 
tary 
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Paul  Palmer  Association, 

Georgia  400.00 
Total  $  840.49 

Total  Contributions 

for  Quarter  $33,825.98 


EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
Another  commitment  we  need  to  consider  deals  with  our 
call  to  minister.  In  the  normal  church,  20%  of  the  members  do 
80%  of  the  work ;  those  same  figures  hold  true  for  the  steward- 
ship of  the  congregation.  Do  these  figures  startle  you?  If  so,  sit 
|  down;  recent  indications  are  that  the  ratio  has  shifted  to  10/90 
in  many  churches.  If  we  were  to  consider  the  average  church, 
some  of  the  congregation  know  what  should  happen,  some 
plan  what  happens,  some  make  it  happen;  and  others  do  not 
have  any  idea  of  what  is  happening!  Two  percent  of  the 
average  church  congregation  are  innovators ;  about  30%  take 
the  idea  of  the  2%  and  run  with  it.  But  about  50%  will  not  get  on 
board  for  many  years.  This  is  tragic. 

Christians  should  also  be  committed  to  the  community  in 
which  they  live.  Without  such  a  commitment,  Christians  can- 
not reach  them  for  Christ,  the  church  will  lose  its  vision  for 
ministry.  Churches  are  located  within  communities  to  nourish 
them,  not  for  the  community  to  provide  for  their  needs.  So 
tragic  is  our  situation  that  I  can  almost  see  ministers  and 
laymen  alike  going  to  the  front  doors  of  their  churches,  peep- 
ing out  to  make  sure  the  world  is  still  out  there  (and  in  need  of 
a  Saviour),  and  then  going  back  inside  to  take  care  of  business 
as  usual. 

Commitment.  We  must  have  it. 

If  we  are  going  to  be  the  Christians  we  should  be,  we  need 
a  growing  commitment  to  the  Lord,  to  each  other,  to  the 
church,  and  to  the  world. 


HOME  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 


thion  Chapel  5.00 

ifiion  Grove  450.00 

Ifiity  (Wilson)  200.00 

►'jjatson '  s  Grove  25 . 00 

3rst  Union  75.00 
,-iTotal  $7,360.25 

INDIVIDUALS 

fcfcock,  Ralph  $  100.00 

Jlker,  the  Rev.  Fred  95.00 

llker,  Paul  L.  50.00 

Iker,  Sallie  G.  20.00 

llswell,  Rupert  J.  25.00 

l  inn,  Magdalene  5.00 

IJnn,  Roney  B. ,  Jr .  10.00 

timpbell,  the  Rev.  Jerry  10.00 

Illrtrette,  Anne  3.00 

lipps,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  25.00 

lleman,  Lessie  5.00 

Cjisp,  the  Rev.  Charles  92.90 
■  wson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  20.00 

I  wson,  Sallie  50.00 

I(nn,  Alice  10.00 

ijans.DoraW.  5.00 

f  trelle,  the  Rev.  Foy  40.00 

laser,  Lucille  5.00 

Cijsson,  Frances  30.00 

l|rdee,  the  Rev.  Billy  100.00 

■pis,  the  Rev.  Leon  15.00 

tfrison,  the  Rev.  Frank  15.00 

Iksley,  the  Rev.  David  W.  35.60 

Hit,  Lois  10.00 

8<it,  James  B.  90.00 

ly,  Zilphia  20.00 


Kennedy,  Mamie 

100.00 

Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rocky 

134.00 

Malpass,  Thomas 

10.00 

Mills,  Gaynelle 

5.00 

Mizell,  Irvin 

10.00 

Moore,  Doris 

25.00 

Overman,  the  Rev.  C.  H. 

100.00 

Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 

20.00 

Parker  Family 

6.00 

Parker,  George  W. 

50.00 

Parrish,  Barbara 

5.00 

Paul,  Verena 

10.00 

Phillips,  Frances 

5.00 

Pittman,  Leland 

20.00 

Price,  Mozelle 

25.00 

Reynolds,  the  Rev.  Royce 

7.15 

Rogerson,  the  Rev.  James  M. 

10.00 

Rouse,  Vendetta 

25.00 

Skinner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doug 

10.00 

Skinner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D. 

10.00 

Stilley,  Hazel 

12.50 

Nowell,  the  Rev.  Billy 

25.00 

Taylor,  Florence 

25.00 

Thornton,  the  Rev.  Ed. 

10.00 

West,  Estell  M. 

30.00 

Whitehead,  HulonG. 

5.00 

Williams,  Evelyn 

10.00 

Wood,  Helen 

5.00 

Wood,  the  Rev.  Philip 

10.00 

Wooten,  J.  E. 

10.00 

Total 

$1,676.15 

OTHERS 

St.  Cloud,  Florida 

$  90.00 

North  Carolina  State 

Woman's  Auxiliary 

136.57 

Mission  Rally  Cash  Offering 

213.92 

LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

Dear  Pastors  and  Laymen, 

On  November  9,  1984,  the 
North  Carolina  State  Layman's 
League  Convention  will  meet  at 
Ormondsville  Church,  at  Or- 
mondsville,  at  7:30  p.m.  We  en- 
courage you  to  come  and  bring 
as  many  of  your  men  as  possi- 
ble. We  are  setting  as  our  goal 
250  men  to  attend  this  meeting. 
We  need  your  support  to  reach 
this  number.  We  have  only  two 
meetings  a  year,  so  please  try 
to  come.  We  can  do  much  more 
as  a  large  group  than  we  can 
with  just  a  few. 

We  would  like  very  much  for 
you  to  bring  a  gift  for  the  North 
Carolina  State  Layman's 
League  Endowment  Fund  for  a 
Ministerial  Student  at  Mount 
Olive  College  if  you  will.  We  are 
trying  to  reach  $2,500  this 
calendar  year.  If  we  can  do  this 
we  can  make  an  award  in  the 
1985-86  school  year.  For  all  who 
bring  $100  or  more  the  College 
will  issue  a  Layman's  League 
Endowment  Certificate  to  the 
church  or  person. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing 
you  at  Ormondsville  on  Friday 
night  at  7:30  p.m. 

Sincerely, 
Henry  P.  Beaman,  President 
Route  1,  Box  406 
Snow  Hill,  N.C.  28580 


COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
November    17 — Children's 

Home  Thanksgiving  Service, 

10:30  a.m.,  Memorial  Chapel 
November  17 — Central  Youth 

Convention,  7:30  p.m. 
November  19 — Pee  Dee  Youth 

Convention,  7:30  p.m. 
November   20 — Mount  Olive 

College  Board  of  Trustees, 

9:30  a.m.,  Moye  Library 
November  20 — Founders'  Day 

Service,  Mount  Olive  College, 

11  a.m. 

November  22 — Thanksgiving 
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THE 


FOREWORD  BY' 
BILLY  GRAHAM 


Writing  as  though  he  were  talking  with  you 
over  a  cup  of  freshly  brewed  coffee,  Swindoll 
casually  feeds  you  truth  based  upon  Scripture  and 
in  the  process  causes  you  to  crave  more 
and  more  of  God's  Word. 

So,  if  you're  hungry  to  grow  in  Christ . . .  and 

anxious  to  firm  up  your  faith  . . .  then 
GROWING  STRONG  is  your  kind  of  book. 


Available  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  its 
stores  in  New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston. 
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Editorial! 


Has  Anyone  Seen  My  Raincoat? 

He  had  been  asked  to  design  a  model  of  the  ideal  city  of  the 
future.  Much  pain  was  given  every  detail  and  the  day  finally 
came  when  the  architect  would  unveil  and  exhibit  his  model.  It 
was  with  great  and  justifiable  delight  that  he  uncovered  his 
work.  Onlookers  gasped  when  the  model  was  unveiled.  Weird-  j 
ly  shaped  skyscrapers,  domed  residential  areas,  and  massive 
shopping  complexes  occupied  much  of  the  model  and  one 
could  easily  tell  they  had  been  strategically  placed  within  the  ! 
design,  for  superhighways  ran  over,  through,  and  around  the  ; 
city.  There  was  little  or  no  need  for  automobiles,  for  j 
mechanical  people  movers  had  made  them  unnecessary. 

One  observer  stayed  behind  when  the  others  in  the  group  | 
left.  He  seemed  to  be  looking  for  something.  In  this  abstract  j 
rendition  there  were  no  churches  and  he  had  realized  it.  At 
first,  he  figured  that  ecclesiastical  architecture  would  take  on  j 
a  new  look.  He  had  looked  closely,  thinking  that  Christian 
education  units  and  sanctuaries  might  more  closely  resemble 
other  buildings  found  in  this  strange  city.  But  there  simply 
were  no  churches.  The  observer  was  quick  to  accost  the  archi- 
tect; and  the  city-planner  was  just  as  quick  to  reply  with 
decisive  tones  of  firmness:  "We  do  not  expect  any  churches  to 
be  there  in  the  city  of  tomorrow ! ' ' 

No  churches  in  the  city  of  tomorrow?  we  ask.  Without 
doubt,  the  issue  is  a  matter  of  opinion  and  discussion.  Those 
who  oppose  the  church  have  always  been  eager  to  prophesy  its 
early  demise ;  but  their  prognoses  have  proved  incorrect  thus 
far.  But  now,  friends  of  the  church  are  seriously  considering 
this  issue. 

Most  of  us  feel  that  the  church  will  survive.  Most  of  us  also 
agree  that  the  term  survive  may  need  some  help  if  it  is  used  to 
express  our  dream  for  the  church  of  tomorrow.  The  word  at 
best  has  many  connotations,  the  most  usual  being  that 
something  gets  by  in  a  continued  existence  without  guarantee 
of  quality.  This  cannot  be  all  the  hope  the  future  holds  for  the 
church.  There  must  be  much  more!  I,  for  one,  believe  that  the 
church  will  be— but  I  also  believe  things  must  change. 

The  church  as  we  know  it  was  born  in  a  storm— a  storm  of 
political  tyranny.  Her  very  own  Saviour  was  nailed  to  a  cross. 
The  church  suffered  bloodshed  and  brutality  at  the  hands  of 
Rome.  Unwelcomed  by  the  established  religious  ideas  in  her 
early  days,  the  storm  of  religious  crosscurrents  and  opposing 
ecclesiastical  philosophies  raged.  And  the  church  had  never 
been  more  fiercely  opposed  as  when  it  ran  contrary  to  prevail- 
ing religious  thought.  The  riptide  of  tradition  still  seeks  to 
sweep  it  away.  Prejudice  and  bigotry  have  been  nourished  and 
grown  throughout  the  years,  and  today  they  still  torment  her. 

The  storm  that  began  to  break  out  over  the  world  when 
Christ  was  put  to  death  was  but  a  foretaste  of  the  continual 
storm  to  which  His  body,  the  church,  would  be  subjected. 
Strangely  enough,  though,  the  church  has  a  record  of  faring 
better  under  persecution  than  it  has  fared  in  the  face  of 
patronage. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes,  vice  president  and  dean  in  the 
hemistry  lab  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


(Photo  by  Marilyn  Shaw,  Goldsboro  News-Argus) 

i  Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes  grew  up  surrounded  by  a 
'ree  Will  Baptist  Church  environment.  When  a 
;bsition  became  available  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
jge,  he  seized  the  opportunity. 

"I  had  just  finished  my  doctorate  in  com- 
munity and  junior  college  education  and  ad- 
ministration, and  I  really  wanted  to  get  back  into 
church-related  college,"  says  the  College  vice 
iresident  and  dean. 

A  church-related  college  is  more  interested 
l  the  total  development  of  the  students,  looking 
t  education  as  everything  that  happens  to 
i;udents  while  they  are  on  campus. 

"I  grew  up  in  Wilson  County  and  have 
jlways  had  strong  ties  with  Mount  Olive,  begin- 
ning with  the  early  '50s  while  I  was  at  Atlantic 
hristian  College.  Before  the  job  was  available,  I 
i[sited  the  College  to  see  its  growth  and  talked 
lith  Dr.  Raper. 

I  "I  wanted  the  job  for  two  reasons:  I  wanted 
>  get  back  into  church-related  college  work  and 
wanted  it  for  the  excitement  of  moving  the  Col- 
ge  from  two-year  to  four-year  status,"  Dr. 
ianes  says. 
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College  Administrator 
Continues  Teaching 

(Article  courtesy  the  Goldsboro  News-Argus) 


"Public  colleges  seem  more  interested  in 
skills  development— how  quick  they  can  train  a 
student(  to  get  a  job,  and  many  liberal  arts 
courses  are  not  offered.  In  Mount  Olive's  general 
liberal  arts  approach  to  education  we  strive  for 
academic  excellence  in  all  we  do.  We  have  more 
of  an  opportunity  to  work  with  each  student  on  an 
individual  basis  and  to  see  the  growth  and 
development  than  a  public  college  does." 

He  became  part  of  the  College  staff  in  1979 
after  serving  as  division  chairman  of  natural 
sciences  and  mathematics  at  John  Tyler  Com- 
munity College  in  Chester,  Virginia.  He  also 
taught  chemistry  at  Chowan  College,  Mur- 
freesboro,  North  Carolina,  and  in  the  Wilson  city 
schools. 

A  native  of  Rock  Ridge,  North  Carolina,  Dr. 
Jeanes  was  a  classmate  of  Governor  Jim  Hunt. 
His  upbringing  on  a  farm  led  him  toward  a 
career  teaching  agriculture. 

Professor  of  Chemistry 

"But  when  I  was  a  freshman  at  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  I  took  a  basic  chemistry 
course.  I  had  done  well  in  chemistry  in  high 
school,  and  I  became  interested  in  it.  I  decided 
that  I'd  rather  teach  chemistry  than 
agriculture,"  he  says. 

"Later  on  in  my  college  work,  I  decided  my 
goal  would  be  to  teach  in  college.  I  became  so  in- 
volved in  the  subject,  caught  up  in  the  academic 
discipline,  that  I  thought  I'd  be  able  to  teach 
more  at  the  college  level  than  the  high  school 
level." 

And  15  years  following  his  graduation— even 
as  vice  president  of  the  College— Dr.  Jeanes  still 
teaches  chemistry. 

"I  love  to  do  it  and  I  plan  to  continue.  I  feel 
that  all  administrators  should  teach  at  least  one 
course  because  you  have  contact  with  students  in 
the  class  that  you  don't  have  any  other  way,"  he 
says. 

"A  school  exists  to  educate.  What  goes  on 
between  the  faculty  and  students  is  what  it's  all 
about,  and  I  never  want  to  lose  that  contact." 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Dr.  Jeanes  says  that  his  teaching  also  opens 
channels  of  communication  for  students  who  not 
only  see  him  as  an  administrator,  but  also  as  an 
instructor. 

The  classroom  exposure  also  is  helpful  in  his 
job  as  developer  and  planner  of  the  entire 
academic  program  of  the  College. 

The  administrator  earned  his  master's 
degree  in  chemistry  from  George  Peabody  Col- 
lege in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  his  doctorate 
in  education  from  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute 
and  State  University. 

A  Four-Year  College  for  Free  Will  Baptists 

"When  I  came  to  Mount  Olive  College  in 
1979,  there  was  more  and  more  talk  of  transition 
from  a  two-year  to  a  four-year  institution.  It  had 
been  talked  about  internally  long  before  then," 
he  says. 

Dr.  Jeanes  was  involved  with  developing  the 
curriculum,  upgrading  faculty  by  hiring  those 
with  higher  degrees  and  encouraging  and  sup- 
porting faculty  already  employed  to  get 
advanced  degrees. 

Preparing  the  College  and  its  programs  for 
accreditation  has  taken  much  of  Dr.  Jeanes's 
time.  His  background  as  a  consultant  to  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  and 
experience  in  serving  on  visiting  committees  to 
other  colleges  outside  the  state  has  helped,  he 
says. 

And  Dr.  Jeanes  says  that  the  four-year  pro- 
gram at  Mount  Olive  fills  a  need  for  people 
wanting  to  complete  a  bachelor's  degree  pro- 
gram in  the  area,  or  to  continue  their  education 
within  commuting  distance. 

"The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
didn't  have  a  four-year  college.  They  asked  us  to 
become  a  four-year  institution.  We  can  provide 
for  education  in  religion,  the  training  of 
ministers  and  church  workers,  and  many 
members  of  the  church  want  their  children  to  go 
to  a  church-related  college." 

With  the  move  this  year  has  come  a  23  per- 
cent increase  in  enrollment.  Dr.  Jeanes  says  that 
60  students  are  enrolled  in  the  junior  level. 

Professionally,  Dr.  Jeanes  is  a  member  of 
Phi  Delta  Kappa,  the  Two-Year  College 
Chemistry  Conference  of  the  American 
Chemistry  Society,  the  North  Carolina  Associa- 
tion of  Academic  Deans  and  the  Conference  of 
Academic  Deans  of  the  Southern  States. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World 
and  Masonic  Lodge  AF  &  AM.  Dr.  Jeanes  recent- 
ly finished  a  year-long  term  as  president  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Rotary  Club. 

The  Mount  Olive  resident  is  married  to  the 
former  Virginia  R.  Creedmoor.  Mrs.  Jeanes's 
family,  from  the  Pitt  County  area,  are  long-time 
members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 


On  occasion  Dr.  Jeanes  is  called  upon  | 
speak  at  services  in  Free  Will  Baptist  churchy 
in  the  absence  of  a  minister.  1 

The  Jeanes  family  attends  church  servic^ 
at  Rodgers  Chapel  on  the  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
campus.  They  have  three  sons,  Dale,  20;  James 
16;  and  Paul,  6. 


U.S.  Postal  Service 

Statement  of  Ownership,  Management  and  Circulation  (Required  by  39  U.  S 
3685) 

IA.  Title  of  publication:  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

IB.  Publication  No.:  2094-4000 

2.  Date  of  filing:  October  29,  1984 

3.  Frequency  of  issue:  Weekly  (skip  4  issues  a  year) 
3A.  No.  of  issues  published  annually:  48 

3B.  Annual  subscription  price:  $8.50 

4.  Complete  mailing  address  of  known  office  of  publication:  811  North  Li 
Street,  Ayden,  Pitt.  NC  28513-0159 

5  Complete  mailing  address  of  the  headquarters  of  general  business  offici 
of  the  publisher:  Same 

6.  Full  names  and  complete  address  of  publisher,  editor,  and  managir 
editor:  Publisher:  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  Box  159,  Ayde: 
NC  28513-0159.  Editor:  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513-015 
Managing  Editor:  Same. 

7.  Owner:  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  FWB  Churches  ari 
other  Church  Bodies,  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513-0159. 

8.  Known  bondholders,  mortgages,  and  other  security  holders  owning  ( 
holding  1  percent  or  more  of  total  amount  oi  oonds,  mortgages  or  other  securities 
None. 

9.  For  completion  by  nonprofit  organizations  authorized  to  mail  at  specii 
rates:  (1)  has  not  changed  during  preceding  12  months 


10.  Extent  and  nature  of  circulation 

A.  Total  No.  Copies 

B.  Paid  Circulation 

1.  Sales  Through  Dealers  and  Carriers, 
Street  Vendors  and  Counter  Sales 

2.  Mail  Subscription 

C.  Total  Paid  Circulation 

D.  Free  distribution  by  mail,  carrier  or 
other  means  samples,  complimentary, 
and  other  free  copies 

E.  Total  Distribution 

F.  Copies  Not  Distributed 

1.  Office  Use,  Left  Over,  Unaccounted, 
spoiled  after  printing 

2.  Return  from  News  Agents 

G.  Total 


Average  No. 
Copies  Each 
Issue  During 
Preceding 
12  Months 
3,500 


None 
3,153 
3.153 


Actual  No. 
Copies  of  (' 
Single  Issue' 
Published 
Nearest  to 
Filing  Date  ( 
3,500 


None 
3,086 
3.086 


155 
3,308 


192 
None 
3,500 


155 
3,241 


259 
None 
3,500 


[  certify  that  the  statements  made  by  me  above  are  correct  and  completi! 

Janie  Jones  Sowers,  Editci 
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Receives  Check  From  Youth 


The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison,  chaplain  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
eceives  a  check  from  Wanda  Jones  and  Jeff  Harrison,  recording 
ecretary  and  president  of  the  State  Youth  Convention,  for  the  final 
ayment  on  the  1983-84  State  Youth  Project— the  portable  stage  for 
Jollege  Hall  at  Mount  Olive. 

The  State  Youth  Convention  has  chosen  as  its  1984-85  State 
routh  Project  to  raise  $5,000  during  the  1984-85  year.  This  money 
/ill  be  used  by  the  Foreign  Missions  department  to  assist  with  the 
ducational  expenses  of  the  children  of  the  foreign  missionaries, 
'his  goal  should  be  reached  by  the  1985  State  Youth  Convention,  to 
e  held  May  17-19, 1985,  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Contributions  to  the 
tate  Youth  Project  may  be  sent  to  your  district  youth  chairman  or 
p  Suzanne  Coates,  State  Youth  Chairman,  Route  1,  Box  91-C, 
niithfield,  North  Carolina  27577. 


hristian  Chapel  Church  to 
lave  Fall  Bazaar 
Christian  Chapel  Church, 
:oute  1,  Pink  Hill,  will  be  hav- 
lg  its  fall  bazaar  on  Saturday, 
lovember  17,  beginning  at  10 
l^m.  and  continuing  through- 
Lit  the  day,  with  an  auction 
ale  at  7  p.m.  Lunch  and  supper 
ill  be  served.  Everyone  is  in- 
ited  to  attend. 


entral  District  Youth  to  Meet 

jThe  Central  District  Youth 
fellowship  will  meet  at  Black 
ick  Church,  Route  3,  Green- 
jlle,  at  7:30  p.m.,  on 
ovember  17,  1984.  A  special 
"ogram  has  been  planned, 
veryone  is  invited  to  attend. 
The  next  meetings  are  as 
Hows:  January  19,  1985,  Elm 


Grove  (talent);  March  16,  1985 
(election);  May  17-19,  1985, 
State  Youth  Convention. 

Society  Meeting  Planned 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Society  will  meet  on 
Saturday,  November  17.  The 
meeting  will  take  place  in  the 
Historical  Room  of  Moye 
Library,  located  on  the  Mount 
Olive  College  campus,  at  10 
a.m. 


COMING  EVENTS 

November — Entire  Month  Des- 
ignated by  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  as  Chil- 
dren's Home  Month 

November  15 — Deadline  for 
submitting  dates  for  1985  de- 
nominational calendar 


November  16 — Home  Missions 
Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

November  17 — Children's 
Home  Thanksgiving  Service, 
10:30  a.m.,  Memorial  Chapel 

November  17 — Central  Youth 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

November  18 — Thanksgiving 
Sunday 

November  18 — The  Rev.  Bobby 
R.  Taylor,  executive  director 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Home,  will  be  speak- 
ing at  Casey's  Chapel 
Church,  Goldsboro,  for  the 
11  a.m.  worship  service 

November  18 — The  Rev.  Bobby 
R.  Taylor,  executive  director 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Chil- 
dren's Home,  will  be  speak- 
ing at  Smith's  New  Home 
Church,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  pas- 
tor of  Smith's  New  Home  is 
the  Rev.  A.  B.  Bryan. 

November  19 — Pee  Dee  Youth 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

November  20 — Mount  Olive 
College  Board  of  Trustees, 
9:30  a.m.,  Moye  Library 

November  20 — Founders'  Day 
Service,  Mount  Olive  College, 
11  a.m. 

November  22 — Thanksgiving 


CHANGES  OF  ADDRESSES 

The  Rev.  Bryant  Hines  Jr. 
announces  that  he  has  changed 
his  address.  It  is  400  Edgewood 
Drive,  Ay  den,  North  Carolina 
28513;  phone,  746-4822. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Barnard  have  a  change  of  ad- 
dress. It  is  P.O.  Box  11237, 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 
27532. 


MINISTER  AVADLABLE 

The  Rev.  Billy  Ray  Jordan 
states  that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work.  He  may  be 
reached  at  the  following 
telephone  numbers :  536-4270  or 
734-2775. 
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FIRST  IMPRESSION 
IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 
(Part  II) 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 


Willem  talking  with  Pastor  Samones 


After  the  business  in  Manila 
was  done,  as  far  as  we  could 
finish,  we  went  to  Puerto 
Princesa  City.  The  church  and 
the  Baker  family  gave  us  an 
unforgettable  welcome.  It 
touched  our  hearts  and  I  am 
sure  that  only  Christians  can 
receive  a  family  which  they  do 
not  know  in  the  way  they  did.  It 
was  such  a  fine  group  of  Chris- 
tians together  that  I  doubted 
again  and  thought,  "Lord,  why 
did  you  take  me  to  this  place?" 
We  met  strong  and  faithful 
brothers  and  sisters  depending 
on  the  Lord  with  such  a 
spiritual  attitude  that  we  did 
not  understand  how  we  could 
contribute  to  them.  They  are 
Christians,  ready  to  evangelize, 
ready  to  teach  and  make 
disciples  in  the  follow-up,  and 
not  satisfied  for  a  person  mere- 
ly to  join  the  church  after 
baptism.  These  Christians 
understand  that  each  Christian 
has  to  become  a  disciple.  What 
a  promise  is  carried  by  this  off- 
spring of  young  Christians  with 
their  great  potential  for  the  im- 
mediate future. 

Palawan  is  a  beautiful  island, 
with   various   larger  cities, 
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many  little  towns,  and  also 
many  farmers  living  on  the 
mountains.  Most  of  the 
churches  are  established  on 
both  sides  of  the  main  road, 
which  runs  north  and  south. 
Besides  this  there  is  not  much 
done  yet.  In  Puerto  Princesa 
there  are  still  many  men  and 
women  living  a  self-reliant  life 
not  depending  on  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  salvation,  but  living  in 
spiritual  poverty  and  darkness. 
They  live  in  contradiction  of 
Christ's  commandments. 

We  are  ashamed  of  our  first 
opinion  and  we  are  certainly 
convinced  about  the  needs 
existing  around  us  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  We  have  seen 
enough  now  to  know  that  we  are 
in  this  place  to  serve  the  Lord. 
Many  do  not  know  the  Christ  of 
the  Scriptures,  who  gave  His 
life  for  them.  They  have  to 
know  and  with  the  present 
possibilities  of  prayer  and  con- 
tributions and  available 
laborers,  they  will  come  to 
know. 

I  will  never  forget  the  song 
which  Mr.  Leland  Brinson 
sometimes  sang,  "Are  You 
Able  Said  the  Master? ' '  and  the 
Arapahoe  Church  choir  sang 
the  answer,  an  impressive 
answer,  "Yes,  I  Am  Able."  Is 
that  not  too  much  self-esteem? 
Thanks  to  God  there  is  not  writ- 
ten, "Are  You  Worthy?"  If  we 
were  not  able  to  serve  the  Lord 
He  would  not  call  men  and 
women  to  serve  Him,  but  praise 
His  name,  He  equipped  each  of 
us  to  serve  Him.  What  did  He 
equip  us  with?  With  feet  to  go,  a 
mouth  to  speak,  with  hands  to 
help,  with  eyes  to  see,  with  ears 
to  listen,  with  understanding  to 
share,  with  a  heart  of  love,  with 
a  voice  to  warn  and  also  to 
bless,  etc.  We  all  are  able  to 
serve,  to  give  what  we  have  in 
the  service  of  Him  who  gave 
His  own  life.  How  great  is  the 


Lord  that  He  allows  us  to  worl 
with  Philippine  Christians  aniji 
also  with  the  pastors  and  othej 
church  officers  to  share  tin 
gospel  with  those  who  are  lost, 
Everyone  has  his  own  place 
Five  months  ago  we  did  no 
know  each  other;  now  we  hav< 
received  their  respect  and  love 
We  experienced  the  unity  ii 
Christ  Jesus  with  those  at  Puer 
to  Princesa.  I  tell  you  that  is  e 
wonderful  experience. 


CHRIST  IS 
SEEN  THROUGH 
OUR  COMPASSION 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall  (India) 


I.  V.  Thapliyal 


While  traveling  by  bus  or 
train,  I  often  have  opportunities* 
to  share  the  gospel. 

I  was  recently  traveling  in  s 
bus  to  Meerut,  the  new  center 
of  our  church  about  250  mile* 
from  Bareilly.  The  bus  was| 
overcrowded  like  the  trains  anc 
I  had  a  seat  while  many  were 
standing.  One  young  man  whc 
was  traveling  as  a  standing 
passenger  in  the  same  bus  very 
close  to  me,  appeared  to  be  sick 
as  his  nails  and  eyes  looked 
pale  and  he  was  breathing  fast. 
As  I  could  not  resist  after  the 
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fDUS  passed  a  few  miles,  I  re- 
quested the  other  passenger  sit- 
ing with  me,  as  the  seat  was 
j:or  two,  to  give  this  young  man 
lis  seat.  After  a  little  while  the 
Ither  passenger  agreed  and  I 
bade  this  young  man  sit  with 
ne. 

After  we  passed  two  stations 
he  young  man  asked  me 
vhether  I  was  a  Christian.  I 
aid  he  was  right.  He  said  it  ap- 
peared to  him  from  the  com- 
passion I  had  for  him.  He  told 
he  that  he  was  sick  and  had 
aundice  which  is  very 
•revalent  here  these  days. 

He  told  me  that  his  name  is 
ndra  Vallabh  Thapliyal  and 
hat  he  is  Assistant  Manager  of 
Marketing  in  the  Prag  In- 
dustries at  Meerut  and  lives  at 
04  Saket,  Meerut,  U.P.  He  had 
,  friend  named  Prakash  T. 
ieorge  of  Kerala  who  died  in 
n  accident  on  11-14-74.  George 
r&s  the  first  Christian  in  his  life 
lat  led  him  to  think  highly  of 
hristianity.  He  was  impressed 
ith  my  kindness  to  him  and 
lought  that  I  was  certainly  a 
hristian. 

During  the  conversation  I 
ad  with  him  as  we  traveled 
pgether,  he  told  me  about  his 
omestic  problems.  He  invited 
le  for  dinner  one  evening  with 
im  when  we  had  a  long  talk 
bout  eternity  only  through  the 
|ord  Jesus  Christ.  As  I  stayed 
i  Meerut  four  days,  this  young 
kan  kept  on  visiting  me  daily 
l  the  evening.  Just  recently  I 
ivited  him  to  Bareilly  and  had 
Lm  stay  with  us  for  two  days, 
ffording  him  an  opportunity  to 
or  ship  with  us.  This  young 
lan  is  now  eager  to  accept  the 
ord  as  his  Saviour  and  Lord. 

jjl  am  thankful  to  God  for 
ranting  me  the  wisdom  to 
stablish  our  center  at  Meerut 
iOse  to  the  campus  of  the 
niversity  and  the  Medical  Col- 
ige  where  we  will  have  more 
oportunities  for  witnessing 
id  saving  many  souls  for  Him. 
fe  need  your  prayers.  It  is  now 
[it  that  to  refuse  to  answer  the 
ill  is  to  neglect  Christ  himself. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
END  OF  SECOND  QUARTER,  OCTOBER  31,  1984 

Balance  brought  forward,  August  1, 1984  $  5,899.57 

Receipts 

General  Fund: 

Promotional  Fund  (CSF)  $  156.93 

Interest  321.19 

Life  Award  Fees  60.00 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  Receipts 
Total  for  which  to  account 

Disbursements 

Convention  expenses  and  allocations 
Denominational  Enterprises 
Total  disbursed 
Balance  to  account  for, 
October  31,1984 


538.12 
20,003.47 


f  219.40 
20,003.47 


Summary 


Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Co. 

(checking) 
Mount  Olive  College  Bonds 

Total 

Denominational  Enterprise  Report 

Home  Missions 
Foreign  Missions: 

General  Fund 

Mexico 

Palawan  Library 

Press  Building  in  Philippines 

Phil  Shepard 

India  Pastor 

Bibles  for  India 

Fred  Baker 

State  Project  (Missionary  Wives) 
Mount  Olive  College : 
General  Fund 
Alice  Lupton  Scholarship 
J.  C.  Griffin  Scholarship 
Anna  Phillips  Student  Aid 
Library 

Tables  for  College  Hall 
State  Project  (Dishwasher) 
Children's  Home: 
General  Fund  (State  Project) 
Child  Support 
Clothing 

Redecorate  Cottages 

Playground  Equipment 

Birthday  Gifts 
Superannuation 
Cragmont  Assembly 
Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 
Life  Award  Fees  (Cragmont) 
Central  Conference  Missions 
State  Convention  of  Churches 
Carolina  Bible  Institute 
♦Christian  Service  Fund 

Missions 

Mount  Olive  College 
Children's  Home 
Cragmont 
Superannuation 
Retirement  Homes 
Total 

*10  percent  retained  for  promotional 
(see  receipts  $156.93.) 


Itemize 


94.93 
225.00 
40.00 
40.00 
10.00 
100.00 
20.00 
40.67 
3,886.33 

238.62 
41.00 
10.00 

155.00 
90.00 
52.50 

648.40 

1,552.78 
60.00 
75.00 
50.00 
500.00 
25.00 


313.86 
313.86 
235.39 
235.39 
156.93 
156.93 


$  3,218.29 
3,000.00 
$  6,218.29 


Received 

$  1,747.19 


4,456.93 


1,235.52 


2,262.78 
533.57 
7,466.86 
516.00 
150.00 
160.00 
50.00 
12.26 


1,412.36 
$20,003.47 


20,541.59 
$26,441.16 

$20,222.87 
$  6,218.29 


Disbursed 

$  1,747.19 


4,456.93 


1,235.52 


2,262.78 
533.57 
7,466.86 
516.00 
150.00 
160.00 
50.00 
12.26 


1,412.36 
$20,003.47 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Raymond  T.  Sasser,  Treasurer 
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PROMOTIONAL  MATERIALS  AVAILABLE 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  during 
Children's  Home  Month  to  remind  you  of  the  pro- 
motional materials  that  we  have  available  to  aid 
in  your  church's  promotion  of  its  child  care 
ministry.  These  materials  include  bulletins, 
bulletin  inserts,  special  offering  folders,  and  an 
assortment  of  pamphlets. 


"A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls" 

Special 
Offering 

for 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home 

Middlesex,  N.C.  27557 

How  many  DIMES  are  you  willing  to 
give  to  children  who  need  your  help? 


The  offering  folders  are  ideal  for  fund  rais- 
ing projects  involving  children,  as  well  as  adults. 


Giving 
Through 
Your 
will 

TTi"  "Giving    Through  You 

Will" 

The  above  pamphlets  will  provide  valuable 
information  on  estate  planning  and  how  to  con 
tinue  your  partnership  in  child  care  long  aftei 
you  have  passed  away. 

We  also  have  several  other  pamphlets 
available  which  offer  several  suggestions  for 
making  contributions.  For  example,  these 
brochures  will  offer  more  information  on  exactly 
what  is  involved  in  making  the  following  kinds  oJ 
contributions:  cash,  securities,  real  estate,  life 
insurance,  retirement  accounts,  business  gifts, 
memorial  and  honorary,  and  commodities. 

Remember,  gifts  made  on  or  before 
December  31,  1984,  are  deductible  on  this  year's 
federal  income  tax  return. 

Below  is  a  form  for  your  convenience  ir 
ordering  any  of  the  above  materials,  as  well  as 
other  information: 

Please  send  me  the  following:  #  Desired 

 Offering  Envelopes  or  Folders.   

 Information  concerning  wills  and  estate  plan- 
ning.   

  Information  concerning  various  types  of  con- 
tributions.   

 Information  on  how  to  sponsor  a  child  or  project. 


 Memorial  Gift  Envelopes.   

 Information  on  ways  to  help  make  Christmas  a 

happy  and  meaningful  experience  for  the  children 

at  the  Home.   

  Information  on  ways  I  can  volunteer  my  ser- 
vices to  the  Home.   

  Information  on  becoming  a  Visiting  Family 

Other  Information :   


"You    Never    Need  to   

Change  Your  Will  Unless  Name  

Address 


YOU  NEVER 
NEED  TO 
CHANGE  YOUR 
WILL  UNLESS... 
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WAYNE  COUNTY  DINNER  SETS  NEW 
RECORDS 

The  Wayne  County  Dinner  for  Mount  Olive 
College  was  held  in  College  Hall  on  October  23 
and  set  new  records  of  attendance  and  gift  sup- 
port. Contributions  totaled  $25,797,  the  largest 
amount  to  date  ever  received  at  a  College  dinner. 
Three  hundred-nine  teen  (319)  people  enjoyed  a 
buffet  served  by  the  College  cafeteria  staff  and 
enjoyed  a  program  of  patriotic  music  by  the 
Mount  Olive  Singers  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Irene  Patten. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilber  Shirley  of  Goldsboro  enjoyed  the 
"home  cooked"  food  of  the  College  cafeteria.  Shirley,  owner 
of  Wilber 's  Barbecue,  caters  most  of  the  College  dinners  with 
his  famous  Eastern  North  Carolina  barbecue. 
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Three  $100  scholarships  to  Mount  Olive  College  are 
presented  by  President  Raper  (left)  to  Borden  Howell  of 
Spring  Hill  Church.  The  scholarships  were  awarded  to  the 
church  for  the  largest  contribution,  giving  the  most  per 
member  and  the  most  high  school  attendance  at  the  dinner. 
Spring  Hill  Church  with  a  membership  of  92  contributed 
$7,360,  the  most  ever  given  by  a  single  church  since  the  din- 
ners began  in  1963. 


(Photo  by  George  Johnson,  Goldsboro  News-Argus) 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Barnard,  just  back  from  the 
Philippines,  were  in  attendance. 


Colby  Benton,  chairman  of  the  Wayne  County  Dinner, 
and  his  wife,  Jan,  carry  home  a  pumpkin.  The  Bentons  are 
members  of  Stoney  Creek  Church  and  are  also  alumni  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 
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TWO  GREAT  DAYS 
PLANNED  AT  MOC 

Founders  Day:  Tuesday, 
November  20  at  11  a.m. 

y,  ■ 


The  Rev. 
Leonard  B. 
Woodall  Jr. 

The  Rev.  Leonard  B.  Woodall 
Jr.,  of  Smithfield,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  1984  Founders 
Day  Program.  For  the  first 
time,  Founders  Day  Services 
will  be  held  in  College  Hall  and 
the  public  is  invited. 

An  alumnus  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  Woodall  has  also  had  a 
daughter  and  granddaughter  to 
graduate  from  Mount  Olive.  He 
has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  College. 

Endowment  Appreciation  Day: 
Saturday,  December  8,  11:30 
a.m. 

This  event  will  honor  and 
memorialize  more  than  150  in- 
dividuals, families  and  other 
donors  who  have  established 
endowment  funds  at  the  Col- 
lege. All  events  will  be  held  in 
College  Hall  and  will  include  a 
President's  Reception,  lun- 
cheon, music  by  the  Mount 
Olive  Singers,  presentation  of 
certificates  to  those  who  have 
established  endowments  and  a 
major  endowment  announce- 
ment. 

"We  believe  December  8  will 
be  one  of  the  most  significant 
days  in  the  history  of  Mount 
Olive  College,"  declared  Presi- 
dent W.  Burkette  Raper.  The 
event  is  open  to  the  public 
but  advance  reservations  will 
be  necessary.  Complimentary 
tickets  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Office  of  the 
President,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365  (telephone: 
919/658-2502). 
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PRITCHETT  JOINS  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
ADMINISTRATION 


John  W.  Pritchett  (right),  the  new  vice  president  for  finance  and  treasurer, 
looks  over  some  of  the  data  concerning  the  four-year  program  with  James  A.  Coats. 
Coats,  who  has  served  as  the  financial  officer  of  the  College,  is  beginning  new  duties 
as  chairman  of  the  business  division. 

John  W.  Pritchett  Jr.  of  Goldsboro  has  been  named  vice  presi- 
dent for  finance  and  treasurer  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

He  succeeds  James  A.  Coats  who  has  been  appointed  chairman, 
of  the  business  division  of  the  College.  Coats  is  expected  to  receive^ 
his  doctorate  from  North  Carolina  State  University  next  spring.  Hip 
new  assignment  at  the  College  will  be  the  development  of  the  new 
four-year  business  program. 

Pritchett  is  responsible  for  all  fiscal  activities  of  the  College, 
and  the  maintenance  and  care  of  the  physical  facilities.  He  also 
directs  the  operation  of  the  bookstore,  cafeteria  and  student  finan- 
cial aid. 

The  new  administrator  is  a  22-year  veteran  of  the  United  States.! 
Air  Force.  He  has  served  as  the  Chief,  Management  and  Budget 
Division,  68th  Air  Refueling  Group,  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 
Base  in  Goldsboro. 

Other  positions  held  in  the  Air  Force  include:  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Aerospace  Studies  at  North  Carolina  A  &  T  State  Universi- 
ty, AFROTC,  Greensboro;  Management  Analysis  Officer  and 
Budget  Officer,  20th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing,  RAF  Upper  Heyford; 
England;  and  Management  Analysis  Officer,  Aeronautical 
Systems  Division,  Wright-Patterson  AFB,  Ohio. 

Pritchett  earned  a  M.A.  degree  in  management  and  supervi-; 
sion/personnel  from  Central  Michigan  University  and  a  B.S. 
degree  in  business  administration/management  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University. 

He  is  married  to  Betsy  Pritchett,  who  is  employed  at  Waynel 
Community  College.  They  have  two  daughters  and  are  members  of 
Stoney  Creek  Church,  Goldsboro. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  SYMPHONY  TO  APPEAR 
IN  COLLEGE  HALL 

The  full  North  Carolina  Symphony  will  appear  in  College  Hal 
on  November  30,  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  are  available  from  Stepherj 
Raper  at  the  Alumni  Office  of  the  College.  Cost  is  $12  for  adults,  ${ 
for  senior  citizens,  and  $6  for  children. 
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The  evening's  performance 
yill  be  under  the  direction  of 
:  Mr.  Gerhardt  Zimmerman. 
Guitarist  Michael  Lorimer  will 
>e  the  performing  soloist.  A 
>rotege  of  guitar  legend  Andres 
Segovia,  Lorimer  will  feature 
lew  works  as  well  as  baroque 
guitar  music. 

The  symphony  performs  in 
nore  than  100  North  Carolina 
immunities   each   year.  It 
imploys  66  professional  musi- 
:ians  and  conducts  one  of  the 
iroadest  and  most  intensive 
iducational  programs  of  any 
ymphony  in  the  country. 
I  Their  quality  performances 
:  mrich   the   lives   of  North 
'  Carolina  citizens  by  entertain- 
,  ng  almost  91,000  adults  in  eve- 
'  ling  performances.  It  educates 
j,nd   enlightens    more  than 
150,000   school   children  with 
ive,  admission-free  concerts. 

Mount  Olive  Colege  hosted 
pe  of  the  children's  concerts. 
Dver    1500    fifth  graders, 
1  eachers  and  guests  from  the 
Nayne  County  area  enjoyed  a 
symphony  performance  in  Col- 
ege Hall  on  October  22. 
For  more  information  about 
]  (he  November  30  concert,  con- 
!  act   Stephen   Raper,  Mount 
1  blive   College,   Mount  Olive, 
korth      Carolina  28365; 
E  telephone  658-2502. 

I    LOOK  FOR  ADMISSIONS 
REPRESENTATIVE  IN 
YOUR  AREA 

■  The  College  admissions 
J  representatives  continue  to 
i  Visit  high  schools  and  technical 
a;  colleges.  These  College  Days 

are  an  excellent  time  for 
,i  prospective  students  to  find  out 
i  about  the  programs  available 
|  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Please 

encourage  young  people  and 
i  others  who  wish  to  continue 
o:  their  education  to  explore  the 

opportunities    available  at 

Mount  Olive  College. 

The  schedule  for  the  week 

of  November  19-23  follows. 
J  Monday,  November  19 

i  j    9:00-10:00   Randleman  High 
i  j  School,  Randleman 

j  10:30-11:30   Trinity  High  School, 
Trinity 
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1:40-  3:00   Thomasville  High 

School,  Thomasville 


Tuesday,  November  20 

8:45-  9:45   Eastern  Randolph  High 

School,  Ramseur 
10 : 30-11 : 40   Southwestern  Randolph 
High  School, 
Asheboro 

1:30-  3:15  Asheboro  High  School, 
Asheboro 

7:00-  8:30  Kinston,  Arendell 

Parrot  Academy  and 
Bethel  Christian 
Academy  at  Kinston 
High  School,  Kinston 


Wednesday,  November  21 

8:30-  9:30   North  Lenoir  High 
School,  La  Grange 

10:00  Greene  Central  High 

School,  Snow  Hill 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT 

Sunday  November  18 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent, Living  Waters  Church, 
near  Pikeville,  10  a.m.  Sunday 
school  and  11  a.m.  worship  ser- 
vice. The  Rev.  Royce  Reynolds 
is  pastor. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

Tournier,  Paul,  The  Seasons  of  Life.  John  Knox  Press, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ninth  printing,  1974. 

This  book,  by  one  of  my  favorite  authors,  a  Swiss  Christian 
physician,  like  his  other  books  is  filled  with  rich  human  and 
spiritual  insight.  It  attests  to  the  fact  that  a  book  does  not 
have  to  be  long  to  be  good  or  complicated  to  be  profound. 

Tournier  compares  our  life  experiences  to  the  four  seasons  of 
nature— spring,  summer,  autumn  and  winter.  His  insight  is 
tremendous  and  his  spirituality  pronounced.  Springtime  is  our 
childhood;  summer  is  our  time  of  activity,  acquisition  and  maturi- 
ty; autumn  encompasses  old  age,  retirement,  etc.;  and  winter  is 
death. 

Dr.  Tournier's  sixty-three-page  book  is  filled  with  very  mean- 
ingful insight.  For  example,  "God's  miracles  do  not  free  us  from 
obedience  to  the  natural  order  which  He  has  established  for  our  life 
.  .  .  Grace  does  not  suppress  nature"  (Page  10). 

"As  a  part  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to  its  forces  and  its  laws. 
But  he  is  distinct  from  the  animal  in  that  God  has  created  him  'in 
his  image,'  that  is,  a  spiritual  as  well  as  a  natural  being.  He  belongs 
to  two  worlds  at  the  same  time,  the  natural  and  the  supernatural, 
even  though  he  may  not  yet  have  become  aware  of  this  through 
faith"  (Page  11). 

Dr.  Tournier  talks  about  maturity  and  how  maturity  or  the  lack 
of  it,  is  reflected  in  our  churches.  This  discussion  should  be  of  great 
interest  to  all  churchmen! 

In  his  discussion  of  autumn  he  says,  "The  doing  and  the  having 
are  giving  way  to  the  being.  What  is  important  for  the  aged  is  not 
what  they  are  still  able  to  do,  nor  yet  what  they  have  accumulated 
and  cannot  take  with  them.  It  is  what  they  are"  (Page  54). 

The  author  says  the  greatest  possible  human  event  is  a  know- 
ing encounter  with  the  living  God.  He  looks  beyond  the  winter  of 
death,  fully  assured  that  we  can  see  God,  and  that  along  the  way  we 
can  discover  meaning.  We  can  say  with  Saint  Paul  that  the  abun- 
dance of  life  is  not  attained  here  below,  but  that  life  has  meaning 
here,  and  that  its  destination  lies  in  the  fullness  of  God's  presence. 

Ask  your  bookstore  to  order  this  book  for  you ;  you  will  be  glad 
you  did! 
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SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 


18 


Scripture  Reading  — Acts  26-28 

THEN  WHAT? 

Charles  G.  Finney,  a  young  lawyer,  was  sit- 
ting in  a  village  law  office  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  Finney  had  just  come  into  the  old  squire's 
office.  It  was  very  early  in  the  day,  and  he  was 
all  alone  when  the  Lord  began  to  deal  with  him. 

"Finney,  what  are  you  going  to  do  when  you 
finish  your  course?" 

"Put  out  a  shingle  and  practice  law." 

"Then  what?"  "Get  rich." 

"Then  what?"  "Retire." 

"Then  what?"  "Die." 

"Then  what?"  And  the  words  came  trem- 
blingly, "The  judgment." 

He  ran  for  the  woods  a  half  mile  away.  All 
day  he  prayed,  and  vowed  that  he  would  never 
leave  until  he  had  made  his  peace  with  God.  He 
saw  himself  at  the  judgment  bar  of  God.  For  four 
years  he  had  studied  law,  and  now  the  vanity  of  a 
selfish  life,  lived  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  things 
of  the  world,  was  made  clear  to  him. 

Finney  came  out  of  the  woods  that  evening, 
after  a  long  struggle,  with  the  high  purpose  of  liv- 
ing henceforth  to  the  glory  of  God  and  of  enjoying 
Him  forever. 


From  that  moment  blessings  untold  filled  his 
life,  and  God  used  him  in  a  mighty  way,  not  as  a 
lawyer  but  as  a  preacher,  to  bring  thousands  to 
conversion  over  a  useful  period  of  fifty  years. 


MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Romans  1-3 

HE  BELONGED  TO  SOME  ONE 
A  businessman  crossed  the  ferry  to  New 
York  every  day.  One  day  he  spoke  kindly  to  a  lit- 
tle bootblack  who  was  shining  his  shoes.  After 
that  he  noticed  that  the  boy  never  saw  him 
without  wistfully  approaching  him.  The  boy 
would  pick  up  his  bundles  and  brush  off  his 
clothing,  without  expecting  any  reward.  The 
man  was  so  deeply  impressed  that  one  day  he 
asked  the  boy  what  inspired  him.  "Why,  sir,"  he 
replied,  "the  first  time  you  met  me  you  called 
me,  'My  boy';  'till  then  I  had  thought  I  was 
nobody's  boy.  I'll  do  anything  for  you." 


So  Christ  made  us  know  that  we  are  not  or- 
phans in  a  storm,  but  children  of  a  Father  who 
knows  and  loves  us. 
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TUESDAY,  on 
NOVEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  —  Romans  4-7 

THE  JANITOR'S  GUEST 
Years  ago  a  Missouri  country  congregation 
listened  to  a  sermon  by  a  young  preacher  who 
had  walked  twenty  miles  to  deliver  it.  Tired, 
hungry,  this  youth  faltered,  floundered,  and 
failed.  The  people  were  disgusted;  they  did  not 
know  he  had  walked  the  weary  miles.  When  the 
service  was  over  nobody  offered  him  food  or 
shelter,  but  as  he  started  down  the  long  road  with 
a  breaking  heart,  the  black  janitor  asked  him  toil 
share  his  humble  meal  in  a  nearby  shanty.  Years 
passed.  The  young  exhorter  became  Bishop  Mar- 
vin of  world-wide  reputation,  and  after  a  full 
generation  he  once  more  stood  in  that  spot  to 
dedicate  a  great  country  church.  The  whole  com- 
munity was  assembled;  it  was  a  tremendous 
event  in  their  lives.  When  the  service  was  ended, 
many  crowded  about  offering  lavish  hospitality, 
but  the  Bishop  waved  them  all  aside,  and  called 
the  old  black  janitor  saying,  "When  I  was  here 
years  ago  I  was  none  too  good  for  you,  and  I  am 
none  too  good  for  you  today." 


//  we  knew  but  half  the  troubles 

That  our  neighbor  has  to  bear; 
If  we  knew  what  caused  those  furrows 

On  his  brow,  and  kept  them  there — 
We  should  surely  try  to  cheer  him 

In  some  kindly,  helpful  way, 
And  there 'd  be  a  lot  more  sunshine 

In  the  lives  of  both,  today. 


WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 


21 


Scripture  Reading  — Romans  8-10 

THE  POINT  IS  OBVIOUS 
A  chaplain  on  the  battlefield  came  to  a  man 
who  was  wounded,  lying  on  the  ground.  "Would 
you  like  me  to  read  you  something  from  this 
Book— the  Bible?"  he  asked  the  soldier.  "I'm  so 
thirsty,"  replied  the  man;  "I  would  rather  have 
a  drink  of  water."  Quickly  as  he  could  the 
chaplain  brought  the  water.  Then  the  soldier 
asked,  "Could  you  put  something  under  my 
head? ' '  The  chaplain  took  off  his  light  overcoat, 
rolled  it,  and  put  it  gently  under  the  soldier's 
head  for  a  pillow.  "Now,"  said  the  soldier,  "if  I 
had  something  over  me!  I  am  very  cold."  There 
was  only  one  thing  the  chaplain  could  do.  He  took 
off  his  own  coat,  and  spread  it  over  the  soldier. 
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1:5  The  wounded  man  looked  up  into  his  face,  and 
said  gratefully,  "Thank  you."  Then  he  added 
|!eebly,  "If  there  is  anything  in  that  Book  in  your 
,hand  that  makes  a  man  do  for  another  what  you 

^  lave  done  for  me,  please  read  it  to  me." 


If  we  knew  whose  feet  were  standing 

Close  beside  the  narrow  stream; 
If  we  knew  whose  eyes  would  close  soon 

In  the  sleep  that  has  no  dream; 
Then  perhaps  we'd  be  more  tender, 

Lighter  judge,  more  kindly  speak — 
Oh,  why  not  act  as  though  we  knew  it — 

For  life's  cords  so  quickly  break! 


THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Romans  11-13 

A  LESSON  FROM  A  BIRD 
The  naturalist  W.  H.  Hudson  tells  in  one  of 
his  books  about  a  thrush  and  a  blackbird  that 
always  came  together,  visiting  the  place  where 
food  was  put  for  birds.  The  blackbird  would  pick 
up  the  crumbs  and  put  them  in  the  thrush's 
mouth.  Then  it  was  noticed  that  some  trap  had 
cut  off  the  thrush's  beak  close  to  its  head,  so  that 
it  could  not  pick  up  food,  and  the  blackbird  was 
coming  to  the  rescue.  Can  men  afford  to  let  a 
bird  be  kinder  than  they  are?  Do  we  not  often  see 
men  take  advantage  of  another's  necessities,  in- 
stead of  going  to  their  relief?  How  greedily  men 
pick  up  bankruptcy  sales  at  the  smallest  possible 
price,  instead  of  a  fair  price !  How  quickly,  when 
a  worker  is  losing  his  grip  on  his  job,  do  other 
workers  seek  his  place,  rather  than  seek  to  en- 
courage him  to  do  better  work ! 


If  we  know  anyone  that  cannot  pick  up  the 
crumbs  of  life,  let  us  pick  them  up  for  him. 

FRIDAY,  03 
NOVEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— Romans  14-16 

HIS  PRACTICAL  INTEREST 
In  Shanghai,  China,  it  is  a  common  sight  to 
j  see  four  or  five  coolies  pulling  a  heavily  laden 
s  cart.  They  get  on  well  enough  on  the  level,  but 
^  when  they  come  to  go  up  over  the  bridges  they 
j  often  find  it  difficult  to  tug  the  cart  up.  As  I 
^crossed  a  bridge  I  saw  a  well-dressed  Chinese 
"  gentleman  that  I  knew  go  to  the  assistance  of  a 

cart  that  was  stuck,  and,  laying  hold  of  a  rope, 
'  give  just  the  extra  help  that  was  needed  to  get 
'  the  cart  to  the  top  of  the  bridge.  I  must  have 
j  caused  a  good  deal  of  surprise  to  the  passer-by, 
i  and  not  least  to  the  coolies.  My  friend  overtook 

me  a  few  minutes  later,  and  said,  "I  am  very 

much  interested  in  the  laboring  classes."  "Yes," 
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said  I,  "I  saw  you  taking  a  very  practical  in- 
terest just  now."  He  answered:  "That  is  my 
work;  whenever  I  see  them  unable  to  pull  their 
loads,  I  help  them  to  the  top,  and  then  I  have  a 
chance  for  a  few  moments  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
them.  I  tell  them,  'It  is  because  I  am  a  Christian 
that  I  helped  you,  because  I  love  Jesus.'  And  if  I 
see  a  wheelbarrow  upset  in  the  street  (a  very 
common  sight),  I  help  the  man  replace  his  load, 
then  preach  the  gospel  to  him." 


My  life  shall  touch  a  dozen  lives 

Before  this  day  is  done — 
Leave  countless  marks  for  good  or  ill 

Ere  sets  this  evening's  sun. 
So  this  the  wish  I  always  wish, 

The  prayer  I  ever  pray: 
Let  my  life  help  the  other  lives 

It  touches  by  the  way. 

SATURDAY,  94 
NOVEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— 1  Corinthians  1-4 

HE  KNOWS  WHAT  IT  IS  TO  SUFFER 
A  fine  young  Christian  recently  wrote: 
"Here  I  am  in  the  United  States  again.  I  thank 
God  for  being  alive  and  home  once  more.  When  I 
see  you,  I  will  tell  you  of  life  in  a  prison  camp.  It 
won't  be  a  pleasant  story  to  hear.  I  want  to  forget 
the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  years  of  my 
life  ....  However,  I  don't  want  you  to  think  that 
all  Japs  are  cruel.  I  shall  never  forget  the  guard 
who  sneaked  me  a  hard  roll  one  day.  Another 
time  he  gave  me  some  bread  crusts.  Another 
guard  was  kind— he  brought  me  a  handiful  of 
potato  peelings.  They  were  as  kind  as  they  dared 
to  be.  I  think  that  hard  roll  saved  my  life ;  I  ate  a 
few  crumbs  at  a  time,  making  it  last  for  three 
days.  One  thing  I  have  learned:  I  am  going  to  be 
very  sympathetic  with  those  who  are  poor, 
hungry,  cold,  and  in  need.  When  I  am  able  to 
work  again,  I  plan  to  put  aside  some  cash  each 
week  for  such  people." 


The  Lord  Jesus  knows  what  it  is  to  suffer  at 
the  hands  of  His  enemies,  and  yet  He  was  and  is 
eager  to  help  and  ready  to  forgive  them. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  JScfioot  Jl 


For  November  18 

GETTING  READY  FOR 
THE  LORD'S  RETURN 

Lesson  Text:  1  Thessalonians 
5:1-23 

Memory   Verse:    1  Thessalo- 
nians 5:23 

"Are  you  ready?"  The  old 
song  asks  a  pertinent  question. 
"Are  you  ready  for  the  judg- 
ment day?"  There  is  no  way  to 
sidestep  or  bypass  that  day, 
"for  we  must  all  appear  before 
the  judgment  seat  of  Christ" 
(2  Corinthians  5:10). 

If  we  are  not  ready  for  that 
appearance  in  the  heavenly 
court  we  shall  have  no  excuse, 
for  we  have  been  notified. 
Recall  the  story  of  the  ten 
virgins  (Matthew  25:1-13). 
"They  that  were  ready  went 
in,"  and  there  was  no  second 
chance  for  the  others  who  were 
caught  unprepared.  Remember 
the  parable  of  the  talents  (Mat- 
thew 25:14-30).  For  the  working 
servants  there  was  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  for  their  faithfulness, 
but  for  the  idler  and  pro- 
crastinator  was  only  outer 
darkness. 

Think  of  the  picture  of  judg- 
ment, followed  by  "everlasting 
punishment"  or  "life  eternal" 
(Matthew  25:31-46).  Are  you 
ready? 

For  the  background  of  this 
study,  let's  review  the  closing 
part  of  last  week's  lesson. 

1.  Jesus  will  come  from 
Heaven. 

2.  The  dead  Christians  will 
be  raised. 

3.  All  Christians  will  be  taken 
up  to  meet  Jesus. 

4.  We  shall  live  with  Christ 
forever. 

Paul  said  these  things  to  com- 
fort Christians  whose  friends  or 
family  members  had  died. 
Those  loved  ones  would  share 
in  the  joy  of  the  Lord's  coming 
just  as  if  they  had  not  died. 
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Jesus  is  coming.  That  we 
know,  not  only  by  the  word  of 
Paul,  but  "by  the  word  of  the 
Lord"  (1  Thessalonians  4:15). 
It  is  wise,  then,  to  give  attention 
to  the  subject  of  this  lesson: 
"Getting  Ready  for  the  Lord's 
Return."  Our  eternity  depends 
on  our  readiness. 

To  be  ready  is  not  just  to  be 
standing  and  looking  at  the  sky. 
It  is  not  just  to  be  watching  and 
praying,  though  it  includes 
these.  To  be  ready  is  to  be 
watching  and  praying  and 
working.  Jesus  set  that  forth 
very  clearly  in  Matthew 
24:44-51.  The  servant  who  is 
ready  is  doing  what  the  Lord 
told  him  to  do. 

What  has  our  Lord  told  us  to 
do?  Some  things  are  listed 
briefly  and  clearly  in  the  text  of 
this  lesson.  We  find  others  in 
the  Gospels,  the  Book  of  Acts, 
the  epistles,  and  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  We  need  to  spend 
a  lot  of  time  in  Bible  study 
to  learn  what  these  things 
specifically  involve.  But  re- 
member, the  one  who  is  blessed 
is  not  just  a  student  of 
the  Word,  but  "a  doer  of  the 
work"  (James  1:22-25). 

We  must  keep  on  doing  "the 
work."  "Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a 
crown  of  life"  (Revelation 
2:10).  The  promises  are  to 
"him  that  overcometh" 
(Revelation  2:7,  11,  17,  26;  3:5, 
12,  21). 

Our  readiness  to  meet  Jesus 
depends  on  what  we  do  while 
we  wait  for  Him,  and  so  does 
our  part  in  His  eternal 
kingdom.  See  Matthew  7:21; 
25:31-46;  2  Peter  1:5-11. 

But  if  our  eternal  happiness 
depended  on  our  doing  alone, 
we  would  be  eternally  con- 
demned. All  our  doing  is  not 
enough  to  earn  our  way  to 
Heaven.  We  are  saved  by 
grace. 


It  is  God  who  sanctifies  us  sc 
that  we  are  "preserved 
blameless"  (1  Thessalonians! 
5:23).  It  is  God  whc 
predestinates  and  calls  anc| 
justifies  and  glorifies  us 
( Romans  8 : 28-30 ) .  It  is  God  whcj 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son  tc 
redeem  us  (John  3:16).  It  is 
God  who  forgives  and  forgets 
our  sins  (Jeremiah  31:31-34); 
Even  as  we  work  out  our  owr 
salvation,  it  is  God  who  works 
within  us  (Philippians  2:12, 13)  : 

God  is  faithful  (1  Thessalo- 
nians 5:24).  He  keeps  His 
promises.  He  will  bring  us 
home  to  himself  if  we  are 
faithful.  But  if  we  are  not, 
faithful,  He  is  faithful  still 
(2  Timothy  2:11-13).  The  lake  m 
fire  is  also  in  His  promise 
(Revelation  21:7,  8). 


Heavenly  Father,  we  love 
you.  We  learned  our  lesson  ol 
love  from  you,  for  you  firstn 
loved  us.  Maintain  in  us  an  all 
of  expectancy  for  the  promised! 
return  of  your  Son.  Help  us  to! 
see  Him  as  He  is,  and  tq 
become  like  Him  in  our! 
thoughts,  attitudes,  and  actionsu 
toward  others.  As  we  anticipate1! 
His  coming,  may  our  heartfelt 
desire  be  like  that  of  John:j 
"Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus!" 
May  we  always  seek  to  do  Hisj 
will  and  await  His  coming  with1; 
joyful  anticipation.  We  pray  in 
His  name.  Amen. — Standards 
Lesson  Commentary  ' 

REMINDER  TO  MINISTERS; 

Ministers  are  reminded  tha, 
the  Board  of  Superannuation! 
needs  the  Advocacy  Surveyy 
returned  as  soon  as  possible.  M 
special  thank  you  is  extended  m 
those  who  have  already  dontj 
so.  Others  are  encouraged  t< 
mail  theirs  as  soon  as  possible 
The  address  is:  Board  o 
Superannuation,  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 

Yes,  the  church  has  weathered  many  storms.  And  she  will 
weather  more.  We,  the  body  of  Christ,  can  expect  the  all- 
powerful  Christ  to  be  our  victory  in  the  midst  of  torment.  He 
will  be  with  us.  The  real  question  is  whether  or  not  the  church 
will  just  merely  survive.  Will  she  be  able  to  thrive  in  the  face 
of  adversity?  To  this  I  must  answer  that  you  and  I  hold  the 
answer. 

Churches  cannot  grow  bnless  there  exists  a  compassion 
for  souls.  Ministers  cannot  be  good  shepherds  unless  they  have 
a  vision  of  God,  the  church,  and  mankind.  Jealousy  and 
selfishness  have  so  invaded  the  church  that  I  am  frightened. 
Mere  survival  may  be  quite  an  accomplishment. 

May  we  prayerfully  consider  God's  will  for  our  lives  and 
seek  Him.  Merely  surviving  is  not  good  enough. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

Also,  we  would  be  happy  to  provide  (at  your  request)  personal 
apresentation  in  your  church  concerning  our  ministry  and  to  give 
pu  the  opportunity  to  ask  questions. 

If  you  would  like  to  schedule  a  representative,  please  call  or 
lrite  to  schedule  an  appointment.  Our  address  is  P.O.  Box  249, 
Middlesex,  NC  27557;  our  telephone  number  is  (919)  235-2161. 

MEMORIAL  AND  HONORARY  GDTTS 
JULY,  AUGUST,  SEPTEMBER,  1984 

n  Memory  of:  By 

ijltallie  Edward  Driver  Mrs.  Lula  Driver 

yilliam  Allen  Faulkner  William  and  Cuneta  Faulkner 

[ictor  Ezzell  Patsy  B.  Braswell 

fhe  Rev.  Louis  L.  Therrell  Mrs.  Rowena  M.  Therrell 

'oily  Knot  Carolyn  A.  Long 

Florence  Morris  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K.  Heath 

|Irs.  Janet  Carpenter  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Ray  Batchelor 

j!lyde  Brown  East  Rockingham  Church 

jOhnnie  Brown  Mrs.  Jessie  B.  Alexander 

I  A.  Avery  Mrs.  B.  A.  Avery 

Jonald  Hayes  Mrs.  Linda  H.  Powell 

'hylis  Nybara  Mrs.  Parthenia  Goulding 


jn  Honor  of: 

j)r.  William  Burkette  Raper 
;2)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Davenport's  50th 
Wedding  Anniversary 


Medmont  Conference  Meets 
'  The  Piedmont  Conference 
)net  on  Saturday,  September 
*9,  at  Gospel  Light  Church  in 
Concord.  Sister  Carlee  Stallard 
wrought  the  morning  devotions, 
hie  spoke  on  Revelation  22:12, 
3:  "Behold  I  come  quickly  and 
ny  reward  is  with  me." 
i  At  the  worship  service,  the 
jtev.  Jimmy  Corder  spoke  on 
Timothy  4,  "Being  a  Faithful 

(steward. "  The  church  choir 

i 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bass  Mitchell 
Reedy  Branch 


sang  "He  Wrote  My  Name" 
and  "Jesus  Is  Coming  Soon." 
Both  messages  were  very  in- 
spiring. 

During  the  business  session 
the  conference  passed  the  rule 
that  (1)  if  a  preacher  pulls  out 
from  a  church  and  takes  part  of 
that  church's  congregation 
without  the  consent  of  the 
pastor,  then  he  should  not  be 
allowed  in  the  conference  and 
would  lose  his  credentials. 


(2)  Ministers  who  never  at- 
tend conference  or  call  or  send 
a  letter  as  to  why  they  can't  be 
there  will  have  their  papers 
nullified.  In  both  instances  they 
will  not  be  allowed  to  perform 
marriages,  etc.  They  would  not 
be  legal. 

The  Ordaining  Council  or- 
dained Brother  Danny  Hanks 
from  Rescue  Church. 

The  Rev.  Carl  F.  Howard  was 
asked  to  come  back  in  seven 
months  during  which  time  he 
would  be  working  under  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  at 
the  church  (Gospel  Light). 

Brother  Chris  Duncan  was 
asked  to  come  back  in  four 
months  and  again  apply  for 
license. 

The  Revs.  David  Thurston, 
Ray  Steele  and  Sam  Wilson 
have  had  their  credentials 
revoked  as  of  this  meeting. 

The  conference  gave  each 
minister  some  cards  to  fill  out 
and  bring  to  the  next  con- 
ference or  mail  if  they  can't  at- 
tend, telling  what  each  of  them 
is  doing  each  quarter. 

The  next  conference  will 
meet  at  Madison  Heights 
Church  where  the  Rev.  Claude 
Garrett  Jr.  is  pastor,  on 
December  29. 

The  Enlightners  of  Concord 
sang  before  and  at  the  end  of 
the  conference.  Some  of  the 
songs  were  "I'll  Just  Lay  It 
Down  and  Leave  It,"  "A  Song 
Holy  Angels  Cannot  Sing,"  and 
"Consider  the  Lilies."  They 
were  enjoyed  by  all. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

At  the  October  23,  1984, 
meeting  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  Foundation  Board  of 
Directors,  it  was  determined 
that  the  price  of  memberships 
for  the  corporation  be  changed 
to  $25  each.  Those  churches 
who  purchased  memberships 
for  $100  each  will  soon  receive 
three  more  memberships  as  a 
result  of  this  decision. 

Churches  are  encouraged  to 
purchase  memberships,  as  it 
will  help  the  Press  and  the 
church. 
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FOREWORD  BY 
BILLY  GRAHAM 


season: 

OF  LIFE 


CHARLES  R  SWINDOLL 


Writing  as  though  he  were  talking  with  you 
over  a  cup  of  freshly  brewed  coffee,  Swindoll 
casually  feeds  you  truth  based  upon  Scripture  and 
in  the  process  causes  you  to  crave  more 
and  more  of  God's  Word. 

So,  if  you're  hungry  to  grow  in  Christ . . .  and 

anxious  to  firm  up  your  faith  . . .  then 
GROWING  STRONG  is  your  kind  of  book. 


Available  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  its 
stores  in  New  Bern,  Wilson,  and  Kinston. 
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Editorial 


Thank  You,  Lord! 

Thank  you,  Lord  .  .  . 

How  often  we  have  said  these  words  and  sung  them!  Easy 
words  to  say,  aren't  they?  Almost  too  easy,  for  we  often 
speak  them  without  giving  them  any  meaning.  How  sad  it 
is  that  we  must  have  a  national  holiday  so  that  we  might 
remember  to  be  thankful.  Our  worlds  are  so  busy  that  we 
have  yielded  to  the  temptation  of  neglecting  one  of  our 
chief  privileges— giving  thanks  to  God. 

for  saving  my  soul  .  .  . 

When  we  consider  the  world  in  which  we  live,  we  find  it 
easy  to  complain.  We  need  to  remember  just  how  pros- 
perous we  really  are.  Take  a  few  minutes  and  count  your 
blessings.  How  about  your  spiritual  blessings?  They  aren't 
as  easy  to  count,  or  are  they?  God  has  given  us  His  love  un- 
conditionally. And  His  Son  died  so  that  you  and  I  might 
have  life  and  live  more  abundantly.  He  cares  for  us;  He  of- 
fers us  salvation.  (You  know,  I  think  this  list  is  much  longer 
than  we  would  like  to  admit.  It  is  surely  longer  than  we 
acknowledge.)  Have  you  thanked  Him  lately? 

Thank  you,  Lord  .  .  . 

We  usually  say  "Thank  you"  when  someone  gives  us 
something,  when  favors  are  done.  But  saying,  "Thank  you, 
Lord,"  causes  us  to  recognize  God's  good  and  perfect 
gifts.  Expressing  thanks  to  God  for  whatever  is  good  (and 
bad)  expresses  true  thankfulness. 

for  making  me  whole  .  .  . 

I  think  about  a  broken  vase,  a  jigsaw  puzzle,  and  a  broken 
life.  All  three  speak  of  incompleteness.  While  glue  might 
fix  the  vase  and  patience  helps  when  one  is  working  on  a 
puzzle,  Jesus  alone  can  mend  a  broken  life.  Sin  separates 
man  from  God  and  Jesus  restores  that  fellowship.  Faith 
abolishes  brokenness  and  makes  us  whole. 

Thank  you,  Lord  .  .  . 

You  and  I  expect  good  food,  fine  clothes,  comfortable 
homes,  healthy  families,  plenty  of  money,  spiritual  bless- 
ings, good  Christian  fellowship,  and  the  best  of  situations. 
What,  though,  would  our  lives  be  like  if  our  daily  prayer  of 
"Gimme"  was  replaced  with  "Thank  you,  Lord"? 

for  giving  to  me  .  .  . 

Me!  How  about  that  ...  of  all  people,  me!  I  have  trouble 
understanding  God's  love.  There  have  been  countless 
millions  that  have  known  Him,  who  have  received  His  gifts; 
and  yet,  He  still  has  time  for  me.  He  blesses  me  and 
promises  that  He  will  always  provide.  The  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  is  just  as  good  to  me  as  He  is  to  anyone; 
He  is  just  as  good  as  He  can  bei 
Thy  great  salvation  so  rich  and  free  .  .  . 
God  cared  enough  for  me  that  He  provided  salvation  for 
me.  There  is  no  better  reason,  no  greater  motivation  for  a 
thankful  heart.  Whatever  else  He  offers,  it  is  insignificant 
when  compared  with  His  salvation  so  rich  and  freely  given. 
Thanksgiving!  Yes,  it  will  be  different,  better,  this  year. 

Thank  you,  Lord! 
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THANKSGIVING  IN  THE  HEART 


{Though  I  keep  Thanksgiving  in  November, 
But  forget  that  every  day  brings  cause  for  giving 

thanks, 
I  am  at  heart  ungrateful ; 

And  though  I  praise  Thanksgiving  as  a  noble 
custom, 

And  urge  it  upon  others,  as  a  duty 

jiBut  show  by  careless  living,  no  concern  for  God, 

country  or  others. 
(I  am  not  really  thankful. 

And  though  I  provide  a  great  family  feast 
And  toss  a  bit  of  charity 
jWhile  my  heart  cries,  "I  deserve  this!" 
k  am  still  ungrateful. 

Thanksgiving  in  the  heart  sees  all  creation— 
jWheat  or  water,  home  of  friendship,  faith  or 

country— 
As  God's  unbounded  mercy; 

Thanksgiving  in  the  heart  enlarges  the  gift  until 

it  fills  the  need, 
And  unveils  as  best  of  all  the  loving  motive  of  the 

Giver; 

Thanksgiving  in  the  heart  returns  to  the  gift 
often, 

To  awaken  gratitude— is  spurred  by  it  to  become 
a  giver; 

Grows  skilled  in  secret  giving  where  there  can  be 

no  return; 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Makes  of  every  gift,  bread  or  gold,  an  hour's 

labor  or  a  silent  tear— 
An  offering  of  the  spirit; 
A  grateful  remembering  of  what  was  given. 

Thanksgiving  in  the  heart  never  fails, 
But  single  holidays  fail— they  come  so  seldom— 
Mere  repeating  of  tradition  bores  when  the  orig- 
inating fire  is  lost; 
Family  celebrations  die  as  families  vanish. 

But  if  Thanksgiving  never  ends,  life  is  always 
renewed; 

For  what  fortune  denies,  gratitude  discovers  in  a 
substitute ; 

What  chance  takes  away,  thankfulness  returns 
in  joyful  recollection; 

What  grief  tries  to  steal,  the  grateful  heart 
joyously  gives  away; 

What  death  seems  to  conquer, 

Thanksgiving  beholds  as  set  free  with  everlast- 
ing life. 

So  Thanksgiving  will  abide— 
The  Thanksgiving  which  is  a  national  custom ; 
The  Thanksgiving  which  is  a  family  celebration ; 
And  the  thanksgiving  which  is  of  the  heart. 
But  the  greatest  of  these  is  the  thanksgiving  of 
the  heart! 
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WHAT  ARE  YOUR  "BENEFITS" 
THIS  THANKSGIVING 

"Bless  the  LORD,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 
benefits"  (Psalm  103:2). 

Why  would  the  Psalmist  need  to  give  such  a 
reminder  to  God's  people?  How  in  the  world 
could  anyone  forget  God's  benefits  and  not  be 
thankful  for  all  we  have  received?  Let  me  give 
you  some  answers  to  these  questions  in  an 
editorial  by  S.S.  Lapin,  November  25,  1911. 

The  benefits  received  by  the  children  of  God 
are  not  usually  those  they  would  have  chosen. 
Have  you  ever  seen  a  child  sit  down  to  a  table  full 
of  good  food  and  try  to  eat  the  dessert  first?  If  he 
had  his  choice  he  would  probably  do  just  that. 
Did  you  ever  see  the  same  child  get  upset  and 
rebel  when  he  is  made  to  eat  the  meat  and 
vegetables  first?  The  child  has  a  wonderful 
spread  of  benefits  before  him,  but  because  he 
does  not  get  what  he  chooses  he  forgets  the 
benefits  and  remembers  only  the  frustration. 

We  are  so  bound  to  the  physical  that  we 
choose  the  things  that  give  momentary  sensation 


rather  than  the  substantial  things  that  buil! 
character  and  faith.  We  are  forgetful  of  Godf 
benefits,  no  doubt,  because  we  did  not  get  wh^ 
we  wanted. 

Sometimes  the  benefits  are  sent  in  disguise 
God  does  not  do  everything  with  a  splash  anr 
fanfare.  Often  His  blessings  are  in  packages  wit] 
rough  wrappings.  We  must  learn  to  look  beneatl 
the  surface  of  things  and  discover  God  at  work 
Often  His  benefits  are  more  spiritual  thai 
material.  We  tend  to  be  more  impressed  wit] 
money  in  the  bank  than  with  peace  in  the  heart 
God  offers  eternal  benefits  while  we,  like  Esau 
settle  for  temporary  pottage  (Genesis  25:29-34) 
God  offers  great  prospect  while  we  demand  hen 
and  now. 

It  is  the  infant  mind  that  must  have  count 
able,  "feelable"  benefits  here  and  now.  It  is  th< 
immature  Christian  who  fails  to  look  dee] 
enough  to  see  his  "benefits."  The  mature  Chris 
tian  looks  beyond  the  surface.  He  is  able  even  t< 
look  at  his  difficulties  and  see  God  at  work.  H« 
takes  his  vegetables  first  and  says,  "Thanks, 
needed  that." 

THE  CURE  FOR  A 
SOUR  CHRISTIANITY 

by  A.  W.  Tozer 

In  this  world  of  corruption,  there  is  a  reaj 
danger  that  the  earnest  Christian  may  overreac 
in  his  resistance  to  evil  and  become  a  victim  o 
the  religious  occupational  disease— cynicism. 

The  constant  need  to  go  counter  to  popula; 
trends  may  easily  develop  in  him  a  sour  habit  o 
faultfinding  and  turn  him  into  a  sulky  critic  o 
other  men's  matters,  without  charity  anci 
without  love. 

What  makes  this  cynical  spirit  particularrj 
dangerous  is  that  the  cynic  is  usually  right.  Hi 
analyses  are  accurate,  his  judgment  sound;  yej 
for  all  that  he  is  wrong— frightfully,  patheticalrj 
wrong. 

As  a  cure  for  the  sour,  faultfinding  attitude, , 
recommend  the  cultivation  of  the  habit  o 
thankfulness.  Thanksgiving  has  great  curativ^ 
powers.  A  thankful  heart  cannot  be  cynical.  j 
It  requires  great  care  and  a  true  knowledg 
of  ourselves  to  distinguish  a  spiritual  burdej 
from  religious  irritation. 

Often  acts  done  in  a  spirit  of  religious  irriti 
tion  have  consequences  far  beyond  anything  w 
could  have  guessed. 

Always  it  is  more  important  that  we  retain 
right  spirit  toward  others  than  that  we  brin 
them  to  our  way  of  thinking,  even  if  our  way 
right. 

Satan  cares  little  whether  we  go  astray  aftt 
a  false  doctrine  or  merely  turn  sour.  Either  wa; 
he  wins. 

—Used  by  Permissk 
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OUR  TRAINING  PROGRAM 


Dr.  Lall  travels  on  foot. 


There  are  several  theological 
;eminaries  here  in  India, 
Related  to  various  denomina- 
tional churches,  which  train 
People  for  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
iowever,  these  seminaries 
iiontinue  the  college  level  pro- 
bam  for  a  duration  of  not  less 
han  four  years  leading  to 
Bachelor  of  Divinity,  Master  of 
Divinity  and  Master  of 
fheology  degrees,  etc.  They 
produce  church  leadership  to 
ill  the  needs  of  urban  churches 
|n  India.  It  is  reported  by  the 
'elated  council  of  these  institu- 
ions  that  the  enrollment  in 
hese  degree  programs  is  on  the 
lecline  owing  to  economic  in- 
ecurity.  However,  the  urban 

■  lihurches    do    not   lack  for 

!  hinisters. 
The  growing  need  for  trained 

'  lastors  is  in  rural  congrega- 

1  tans  that  we  have.  We  cannot 
iford  to  provide  such  highly 
'rained  seminarians  to  our 
jural  congregations  nor  would 
uch  people  like  to  be  with  the 
congregations  we  have.  Our 

1  leed  is  that  of  short-term  train- 
hg  of  people  up  to  the  level  of 
dgh  school  or  even  below  that. 
This  is  a  pressing  need  in  these 
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years;  and  since  1983  we  twice 
held  training  programs  here. 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  the 
real  India  is  found  in  the 
villages  and  that  the  church 
growth  in  these  days  is  more 
rapid  in  the  rural  India  than  in 
the  cities  and  towns.  The  city- 
town  level  seems  to  have 
reached  the  saturation  point  as 
far  as  the  church  growth  is  con- 
cerned. Conversions  and  bap- 
tisms may  take  place  here  and 
there,  but  forming  of  new 
churches  is  not  seen,  though  we 
may  find  some  small  groups 
coming  up,  mostly  being 
formed  of  the  believers  who 
have  disassociated  themselves 
from  or  severed  their  rela- 
tionship with  their  existing 
churches. 

On  the  other  hand,  church 
growth  by  conversion  is  strik- 
ingly visible  among  the  rural 
population  which  forms  82%  of 
the  total  population.  New 
groups  and  congregations  are 
being  brought  under  effective 
evangelism. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
we  have  pastors  who  can  lead 
such  groups  and  congregations 
having     adequate  basic 


knowledge  of  the  Bible.  It  is  for 
this  purpose  that  we  had  to 
undertake  the  training  pro- 
gram twice  in  these  two  years 
with  the  support  of  the  local 
congregations.  We  recently 
concluded  the  program  of  this 
year,  imparting  Bible  study, 
prayer  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions on  matters  which  arise  in 
rural  parts  generally.  We  feel 
encouraged  with  this  program 
and  hope  that  it  would  prove 
beneficial  for  the  growth  of  the 
new  converts  and  that  it  will 
provide  potential  to  the  local 
churches. 

We  would  solicit  your  earnest 
prayers  for  this  program  to 
continue  until  such  time  that  we 
have  a  Bible  institute  of  our 
own. 

Dr.  Emmanuel  M.  Lall 
India 


BLESSED  ARE  THE 
PURE  IN  HEART 


Dr.  Lall  in  his  office 

Man  is  inclined  to  take 
everything  for  granted— who 
ponders  already  early  in  the 
morning  that  God  again  causes 
the  sun  to  shine  for  the  just  and 
the  unjust,  for  good  and  wicked 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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people?  It  goes  without  saying, 
men  will  argue,  that  there  is 
light  during  the  day,  and  that  it 
is  dark  at  night. 

Also  in  the  sphere  of  our  faith 
there  exists  the  danger  that  we 
might  become  accustomed  to 
the  blessings  of  God.  In  some 
families  children  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  table  is  spread 
for  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner 
and  that  a  meal  has  been 
prepared  for  them.  How  many 
children  really  consider  how 
much  toil  and  effort  it  initially 
takes  to  obtain  the  necessary 
provisions?  We  are  taught 
about  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  and  their  glory.  Let  us  be 
watchful!  There  is  a  good 
reason  why  we  are  constant- 
ly compared  to  Laodicea. 
Characteristic  of  the  time 
called  by  this  name  are  these 
verses:  "Thou  sayest,  I  am 
rich,  and  increased  with  goods, 
and  have  need  of  nothing : ' '  And 
the  glorified  Son  of  God  con- 
tinued: "I  counsel  thee."  If  the 
people  of  God  were  only  always 
mindful  of  these  three  words. 
Let  us  hold  ourselves  to  the 
counselors  whom  the  Lord  has 
given  unto  His  own;  to  His 
ministers  and  deacons  at  their 
side,  for  then  we  are  able  to 
pursue  our  way  strong  in  faith. 
Then  we  stand  above  all  earthly 
affairs  and  not  in  their  midst, 
then  we  view  all  things  from  the 
vantage  point  of  our  understand- 
ing, which  we  owe  solely  to  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  who  acts  in  this 
manner  will  ultimately  appear 
worthy  before  the  Bridegroom 
of  his  soul. 

In  his  first  epistle  Peter 
referred  to  Jesus  with  the 
words:  "Whom  having  not 
seen,  yet  love;  in  whom,  though 
now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believ- 
ing, ye  rejoice  with  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory" 
(1  Peter  1:8).  This  must  today 
be  visible  upon  the  people  of 
God.  The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our 
strength;  he  who  possesses  this 
joy  stands  above  everyday  af- 
fairs and  strives  to  please  the 
Lord  through  his  conduct, 
words  and  deeds.  Such  children 


of  God  know  the  danger  of  this 
time;  they  also  know  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  be  caught  up 
from  the  vale  of  tears.  May 
there  be  none  among  us  whose 
eyesight  is  dimmed  for  the  goal 
of  our  faith,  and  who  can  no 
longer  accept  the  eternal  Word 
of  our  God  with  a  childlike 
belief. 

Dr.  Emmanuel  M.  Lall 
India 


A  MILESTONE  IS  REACHED 


The  Rev.  Ludgerio  (Roger)  E. 
Malinao,  president  of  PBI,  with  his 
family:  his  wife,  Pablita;  daughter, 
Maricar;  and  son,  Marvin.  He  was 
pastor  of  Puerto  Princesa  Church. 


The  Palawan  Bible  Institute 
announces  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Ludgerio  E.  Malinao 
as  its  new  president.  This  ap- 
pointment coincides  with  the 
opening  of  classes  for  the 
1984-85  school  year. 

Mr.  Malinao  brings  to  his  new 
position  an  array  of  experience, 
talents  and  spiritual  gifts.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first 
graduating  class  of  Palawan 
Bible  Institute.  As  a  student,  he 
served  as  the  garden  super- 
visor for  the  institute.  While 
still  a  student,  he  was  used  by 
God  to  plant  the  Canigaran 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Since 
graduation  he  has  served 
Palawan  Bible  Institute  as 
dean  of  students,  teacher,  vice 
president,  administrator  and 
filled  in  as  acting  president  at 
various  times.  The  Rev. 
Malinao  has  also  pastored  the 
Puerto  Princesa  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  for  the  past  three 
years.  The  church  experienced 
100%  growth  during  this  three- 
year  period.  Members  of  the 


Puerto  Princesa  Free  Will  Ba 
tist  Church  were  saddened  t 
his  resignation  as  their  paste 
in  order  to  assume  th 
presidency  of  the  Institute.  1 

Palawan  Bible  Institute  wsi 
founded  in  June  1979,  as  a  joir| 
effort  between  the  Board  (| 
Foreign  Missions  and  the  Fre  J 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Phili] 
pines.  The  Rev.  Wayne  Kin  ! 
served  as  president  from  Jur  j 
1979,  until  June  1980.  The  Re^'J 
Fred  Baker  served  as  presided 
from  June  1980,  until  June  198'  I 

The  Rev.  Ludgerio  Malina 
and  his  wife,  Pablita,  have  tw 
children.  Marvin  is  i' 
kindergarten  and  Maricar  is  i1 
the  first  grade.  The  Malina: 
family  live  on  the  campus  cj 
Palawan  Bible  Institute. 

The  Free  Will  Baptisj 
Foreign  Missions  Departmerjij 
is  committed  to  indigenous 
churches  and  national  leadei 
ship.  A  vital  part  of  every  mi| 
sionary's  ministry  is  to  train  u| 
a  national  who  will  be  qualified 
to  take  his  place.  The  miv 
sionary  is  then  available  tjj 
repeat  the  equipping  process  II 
another  position  or  place.  Wit? 
Mr.  Malinao  taking  Frej 
Baker's  place  as  president 
Fred  now  becomes  vice  pres: 
dent.  Along  with  his  teachin 
responsibility,  Fred  will  noV 
concentrate  on  training  a  vicl 
president  and  a  businesii 
manager  for  the  institute; 
Through  this  process  nationa. 
leadership  is  developed  am 
authority  is  smoothly  turnet 
over  to  them.  It  is  truly 
milestone  when  you  see  you: 
spiritual  children  doing  you 
job  and  doing  it  well. 

We  are  thankful  unto  Go 
who  has  called  Mr.  Malinao  an 
endowed  him  with  the  talent 
and  spiritual  gifts  to  perforn 
his  responsibilities.  Pleas 
remember  to  pray  regularly  fo 
the  Rev.  Malinao,  his  family,  an< 
the  Palawan  Bible  Institute. 

We  are  thankful  unto  God  fo 
you,  your  prayers  and  your  sup 
port  that  has  helped  us  to  read 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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P  library  Development 

dff-  

h  REEDY  BRANCH  CHURCH 
POINTS  THE  WAY 

I  One  of  the  immediate  re- 
3p  uirements  Mount  Olive  Col- 
I  ige  must  meet  as  a  four-year 

pllege  is  a  minimum  of  50,000 
:',  plumes  in  its  library.  At  the 
,  eginning  of  the  fall  semester, 

«ie  College  had  37,000  volumes. 
'  in  additional  13,000  volumes 

re  urgently  needed. 
,  .  j  Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Bap- 

ist  Church  of  Winterville  has 

idopted  a  plan  of  support  that 

kll  help  the  College  meet  its 

Wary  goal. 

^  Recently  the  Rev.  Willis 
Vilson,  pastor,  presented  the 
Mlege  with  a  library  gift  to 
Purchase  books  in  memory  of 
Wenty-one  deceased  members, 
me  church  has  adopted  a 
Policy  that  in  the  future  it  will 
tiace  a  book  in  the  library  in 
hemory  of  each  member  of  the 
'.hurch  who  becomes  deceased. 


Your  Gift  Is  Needed 
^  i  At  its  December  meeting,  the 
0  Jouthern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools  will  review 
!Sfrie  application  of  Mount  Olive 
'fpr  recognition  as  a  four-year 
College.  It  will  be  very  much  to 
he  advantage  of  the  College  to 


] ^eport  that  it  has  already 
leceived  gifts  for  the  purchase 
Hf  a  substantial  number  of  the 
llI<3,000  books  needed. 

The  average  cost  of  a  library 
4ook  is  $25.  The  gift  of  a  book  is 
it  good  way  to  express  ap- 
preciation to  someone  who  is 
Special  to  us.  Birthdays  and  an- 
niversaries are  ideal  occasions 
o  .o  remember  members  of  our 
i family  and  friends.  Gifts  to  the 

ibrary  are  also  meaningful 
On[nemorials.  The  College  will 
jpend  an  appropriate  card  to 
ttj;hose   honored   and   to  the 

families  of  those  memorialized. 


Gifts  to  Mount  Olive  College  are  tax  deductible  as  allowed  by 
law.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  "Mount  Olive  College 
Library  Fund"  and  mailed  to  Gift  Records  Office,  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365. 


The  Rev.  Willis  Wilson  (left),  pastor  of  Reedy  Branch  Church,  is  shown 
-presenting  a  special  gift  to  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  of  Mount  Olive  College  to 
assist  the  College  in  developing  its  library  for  accreditation  as  a  four-year  institu- 
tion. 


YOUR  PERSONALIZED  NAMEPLATE 

For  each  gift  in  the  amount  of  $25  the  college  will  place  a 
nameplate  in  a  book  which  will  recognize  the  donor  and  the 
person  whose  honor  (living)  or  memory  (deceased)  it  is 
given.  At  left  is  an  example  of  the  nameplate  that  will  be 
placed  in  your  book(s). 

Donor 


Name 


Address 


City_ 


State 


Zip 


Church 


Amount  $ 


Name 


In  Honor  or  in  Memory 


Send  Acknowledgment  Card  To: 
Name  


Address. 


City 


State 


Zip 


Please  attach  extra  sheet  for  additional  names. 
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NEW  ADMISSIONS 
COUNSELOR  AT  MOC 


Wesley  Beddard,  associate  director 
of  admissions,  (left)  and  Dianne  B. 
Riley,  director,  welcome  Laura  Lamm 
to  the  admissions  staff.  Mrs.  Lamm  is 
currently  visiting  high  schools  and 
technical  colleges  during  College  Day 
programs  (photo  by  Patti  O'Dono- 
ghue). 

Laura  L.  Lamm  of  Fay- 
etteville  has  joined  the  staff  at 
Mount  Olive  College  as  an  ad- 
missions counselor. 

As  a  counselor,  Lamm  holds 
primary  responsibility  as  an 
"area  director"  for  the  recruit- 
ment of  students.  She  also  pro- 
vides prospective  students  with 
the  guidance  and  information 
needed  for  making  their  college 
plans. 

Before  coming  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  Lamm  was  a 
recruiter  in  the  Adult  Continu- 
ing Education  Department  of 
Fayetteville  Technical  In- 
stitute. She  was  a  social 
studies,  American  history  and 
government  instructor  in  the 
high  school  and  GED  programs 
at  FTI.  She  has  also  served  on 
the  admissions  staff  of  Mars 
Hill  College. 

The  new  counselor  received 
her  B.A.  degree  in  history  from 
Mars  Hill  College,  Mars  Hill, 
and  her  M.A.  degree  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina, 
Greensboro. 

Her  husband,  Alan  Lamm,  is 
a  1979  graduate  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  He  is  a  student  at  the 
Duke  Divinity  School  in 
8 


preparation  for  the  chaplaincy 
in  the  United  States  Air  Force. 
An  ordained  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister,  he  is  the  interim 
pastor  at  First  Church  of 
Smithfield. 

FACULTY  SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT 

Sunday,  November  25 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent, Oak  Grove  Church,  near 
Bladenboro,  10  a.m.  combined 
Sunday  school  classes  and  11 
a.m.  worship  service.  The  Rev. 
James  B.  Hardee  is  pastor. 

GREAT  DAYS  AT  MOC 

North  Carolina  Symphony 
Orchestra:  Friday,  November 
30  at  8:00  P.M. 

The  performance  will  be  in 
College  Hall  under  the  direction 
of  Gerhardt  Zimmerman. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  from 
Stephen  Raper,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Mount  Olive,  North 
Carolina  28365  (telephone: 
919/658-2502).  Adults  $8.00, 
students  $6.00;  children  under 
the  age  of  six  will  be  admitted 
free. 

Endowment  Appreciation 
Day:  Saturday,  December  8 

at  11:30  A.M. 
This  event  will  honor  and 
memorialize  more  than  150  in- 
dividuals, families  and  other 


donors  who  have  establish*! 
endowment  funds  at  the  Cq 
lege.  All  events  will  be  held' 
College   Hall   and   will  ill 
elude  a  President's  Receptioif 
luncheon,  music  by  the  Moui|  I 
Olive  Singers,  presentation  <j 
certificates  to  those  who  hav 
established  endowments  and 
major  endowment  announci, 
ment. 

The  event  is  open  to  th 
public  but  advanced  reservj1 
tions  will  be  necessary.  Con 
plimentary  tickets  may  be  ot 
tained  through  the  Office  of  thl 
President,  Mount  Olive  Co' 
lege,  Mount  Olive,  Nort' 
Carolina  28365  (telephone1 
919/658-2502). 

1 

"Messiah":  Tuesday, 
December  11  at  8:00  P.M. 
The  Mount  Olive  College  Cor 
cert  Choir,  with  volunteer1 
from  area  churches,  wil 
present  the  "Messiah"  b; 
George  F.  Handel  in  the  sane 
tuary  of  the  First  Baptis 
Church  of  Mount  Olive.  Th< 
Choir  will  be  under  the  direc' 
tion  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Knox  of  tin! 
College  Music  Department  am 
will  be  accompanied  by  an  on 
chestra.  As  a  Christmas  gift  0* 
the  College  to  the  community 
the  program  is  open  to  tlW 
public  without  charge. 


PRESENTATION  MADE  AT  MOC 


Each  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Harrell  of  Mount  Olive  give  the  inspirations 

book  The  Pursuit  of  Excellence  by  Ted  W.  Engstrom  to  all  new  Mount  Olive  Colleg 
students.  Pictured  in  Rodger's  Chapel  during  this  year's  presentation  are  (left 
right)  Sue  Hope  of  Clinton,  Connie  Mills  of  Kinston,  Faye  and  Charles  Harrell  ani 
Jeanne  Sasser  of  Goldsboro  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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HE  ROAD  OF  NO  RETURN 

by  Marie  G.  Glenn 

\(A  description  of  my  trip  to  our  mis- 
on  stations  in  California) 

j  "A  road  from  which  I  will 
ever  return"  is  the  way  I 
Ct  i'ould  describe  my  recent  visit 
et  j)  California  and  the  H'mong 
}ft  jpronounced   Mong)  people. 
C  [he  Rev.  Bob  Harber  and  his 
it  fife,   Dollie,   our   field  mis- 
oe  kmaries,  were  my  host  and 
pstess.    The    H'mongs  are 
lager   to    share    their  ex- 
[eriences.  Among  other  things, 
If,  ney  told  the  fascinating  stories 
ft.  jf  their  past,  the  adjustments 
ec  [ecessary   to   survive   in  a 
f  itrange  land,  and  shared  their 
figh  aspirations  for  a  prom- 
ji  sing  future.  I  witnessed  their 
it;:  pve  for  their  families,  their 
H  generosity  toward  others,  and 
•J  heir  deep  devotion  to  God.  I 
t!  first  met  these  interesting  peo- 
J  fie  when  I  accompanied  my 
r  jiusband,  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn, 
bid  a  fellow  minister,  the  Rev. 
(.  be  Wayne  Eakes,  on  a  Home 
i  ^lissions-sponsored,  two-week 
3ible  Seminar  to  California  on 
Dctober  1,  1984.  I  found  them  to 
pe  a  special  people  whom  I 
shall  never  forget. 

The    H'mongs    have  ex- 
)erienced  many  hardships  in 
he  past.  These  courageous  peo- 
)le  of  Asian  descent,  who  lived 
n  the  highlands  of  Laos,  first 
ame    to    the    attention  of 
Americans  during  the  "Viet 
Nfam  Conflict,"  while  risking 
their  lives  to  rescue  downed 
American  pilots.  They  held  me 
in  suspense  with  hair-raising 
tales  of  their  flight  from  their 
homeland  and  the  Communist 
Army  to  freedom  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Of  necessi- 
ty, they  left  all  their  posses- 
sions,   and   sometimes  even 
their  families,  and  fled  in  fear 
for  their  lives.  For  when  the 
American   Military  Forces 

[THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


withdrew  from  Southeast  Asia, 
there  was  no  one  left  to  protect 
them  from  the  Communists, 
who,  by  this  time,  had  marked 
them  for  death. 

Dou  (pronounced  Too)  was 
the  first  to  tell  her  story.  With 
tears  rolling  down  her  cheeks, 
she  told  how  she  and  her  hus- 
band ran  into  the  jungle  to 
escape  the  big  guns  and  tanks 
that  invaded  her  beloved  land. 
There  they  made  their  home 
from  banana  leaves,  and  there 
they  lived  for  several  years. 
Her  first  two  children  were 
born  in  the  jungle  under  the 
shelter  of  a  huge  banana  leaf 
with  only  her  husband  in  atten- 
dance. They  knew  nothing  of 
modern   medical  techniques 
and   sterile,  well-equipped 
hospitals  in  the  jungle.  Food 
was  scarce.  Their  diet  con- 
sisted of  bark,  grass,  leaves, 
bugs,  worms— anything  edible 
that   they   could   find.  Their 
children  cried  from  hunger  and 
they  were  helpless  to  comfort 
them.  After  hearing  bombs  in 
the  distance  getting  closer  and 
closer,  they  agreed  that  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  flee  their 
homeland  as  soon  as  possible. 
Having   made    this  decision, 
they  walked  for  more  than  fif- 
teen miles  to  the  Mekong  River, 
their  passageway  to  freedom. 
They  were  fortunate  enough  to 
ride  a  boat  across  the  river,  but 
many  had  to  swim  the  distance 
of  four  or  five  miles  to  safety  in  a 
refugee    camp   in  Thailand. 
Their  final  step  was  to  secure  a 
sponsor  who  would  bring  them 
to  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
difficult  journey.  Some  never 
made    it.    This    story  was 
repeated  over  and  over  again 
with   only   slight  variations. 
Some  were  unable  to  relate 
their   story.    "It   is   too  sad 
to    remember,"    they  said. 
All    thanked    God    for  His 


miraculous  protection  and 
deliverance. 

The  adjustment  to  this  coun- 
try has  not  been  easy,  but  they 
are  making  the  most  of  every 
opportunity.    An  intelligent 
group,  they  hungrily  seek  to 
know  more  about  their  present 
surroundings.  They  diligently 
strive   to   learn   the  English 
language,  to  acquire  a  good 
education  in  American  institu- 
tions, and  to  gain  citizenship  in 
this   country.    The  Christian 
H'mongs  give  God  the  credit 
for  their  freedom.  The  depth  of 
their  faith  and  courage  put  me 
to  shame.  Of  the  seven  Lao 
Evangelical    Churches  in 
California,  not  a  single  con- 
gregation owns  the  building  in 
which  they  worship,  but  this 
has  not  dampened  their  spirits. 
The  General  Baptist,  American 
Baptist,   United  Methodist, 
Brethren  in  Christ,  and  Seventh 
Day   Adventist   groups  gen- 
erously share  their  buildings 
with  the  H'mongs.   Being  a 
member  of  the  Home  Missions 
Board  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,    it   was   a  special 
privilege  for  Earl  to  preach  the 
first  sermon  at  the  organiza- 
tional  services   of   the  Lao 
Evangelical     Church  at 
Modesto,    California,    on  Oc- 
tober 7,  1984.  In  order  to  use  the 
facilities  of  the  Central  Baptist 
Church,    the    services  were 
scheduled  for  2  p.m.  Thirty- 
four  persons  were  in  atten- 
dance at  the  first  service.  With 
great   zeal   and   gusto  they 
opened  their  first  service  by 
singing   "Kuv   Tug  Kwvluag 
Yog  Tswv  Tesxus"  ("What  a 
Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus"). 
This  group  has  the  potential  of 
growing    into    one    of  the 
strongest   Lao  Evangelical 
Churches  in  central  California. 
They  need  and  deserve  our 
prayers  and  financial  support. 
(Turn  the  Page) 

9 


Traveling  more  than  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  central 
part  of  California  to  the 
southern  end,  we  attended  the 
"Mother  Church"  at  Santa  Ana 
the  second  Sunday  we  were 
there.  Having  been  organized 
for  quite  some  time,  their  wor- 
ship services  were  designed 
similar  to  ours.  Ninety-eight 
persons  joined  in  singing  the 
Doxology  (in  H'mong  lan- 
guage) for  the  opening  song. 
Following  the  invocation,  the 
song  leader  led  us  in  singing 
"How  Great  Thou  Art."  "Nws 
hlub  sawbdaws,  Nws  blub 
sawydaws,"  they  sang  lustily. 
A  group  of  nine  beautiful 
H'mong  young  women,  accom- 
panied by  two  young  men  with 
guitars,  sang  "There's  No  Cry- 
ing When  We  Get  to  Heaven. ' '  A 
very  meaningful  message  was 
conveyed  through  this  song  to 
these  people  in  worship.  They, 
who  have  experienced  such 
trauma  by  simply  trying  to  sur- 
vive, hold  fast  to  the  promise  of 
eternal  peace  and  happiness. 
The  children  of  Pang  Pow 
Yang,  the  pastor  at  Santa  Ana, 
sang  "One,  two,  three,  Jesus 
loves  me.  One,  two,  Jesus  loves 
you,"  in  English.  A  group  of 
women  sang  a  special  song  to 
the  tune  of  "Where  We'll  Never 
Grow  Old."  Tang  Yang,  a  love- 
ly young  lady,  then  sang  a  solo 
titled  "Something  in  the  Heart" 
and  dedicated  it  to  Earl,  who 
delivered  the  sermon  for  the 
day  (with  the  aid  of  Mou  Choo, 
the  interpreter).  Earl's  eyes 
sparkled  and  his  smile  was  as 
broad  as  the  Mekong  River  as 
he  drank  it  all  in.  What  a 
delightful  gesture!  Now  these 
are  the  ways  of  these  dear  peo- 
ple. 

Since  the  H'mong  worship 
service  was  not  scheduled  until 
12:30  p.m.,  Dollie,  Earl,  and  I 
attended  worship  services  at 
the  Crystal  Cathedral  in 
Garden  Grove,  California,  at 
9:30  a.m.  where  Dr.  Robert 
Shuller  is  pastor.  (De  Wayne 
and  Bob  left  earlier  for  Ban- 
ning, California,  to  worship 
with  the  H'mongs  there.)  The 
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contrast  in  the  two  services  was 
astounding!  The  Crystal  Cathe- 
dral's towering  glass  walls 
were  majestic.  The  grounds 
were  immaculate  with  foun- 
tains of  water  flowing  freely. 
The  music  was  soul-stirring. 
There  were  almost  three  thou- 
sand in  attendance.  The  service 
was  carefully  planned  and  ex- 
ecuted to  perfection.  The  offer- 
ing plates  were  overflowing. 
Dr.  Shuller  preached  an 
outstanding  sermon.  The  entire 
service  was  conducted  with 
pomp  and  splendor.  At  eleven 
o'clock  sharp  the  "Amen"  was 
pronounced  and  we  left  in 
silence. 

At  12:30  p.m.  we  entered  the 
borrowed  General  Baptist 
Church  to  worship  with  the 
H'mongs.  It  was  a  simple 
church  building.  The  grounds 
were  barren  from  the  dry  heat. 
The  music  was  sung  in  a 
strange  language.  There  were 
ninety-eight  in  attendance.  The 
services  were  well  planned,  but 
remained  flexible.  The  offering 
plates  were  not  plates  at  all,  but 
pouch-like  containers.  The  ser- 
mon had  to  be  interpreted.  The 
entire  service  was  conducted 
with  simple  dignity.  I  thought 
we  would  never  get  away  from 
those  who  were  offering  love 
and  friendship.  "Give  me  your 
address,  send  me  a  picture, 
pray  for  us,"  they  pleaded,"  as 
we  clung  to  them  just  as  closely 
as  they  clung  to  us.  I  knew  this 
would  be  my  last  meeting  with 
them  for  a  long,  long  time.  The 
good-byes  were  sad. 

I  didn't  want  to  leave,  but  I 
had  no  choice,  I  must  return 
home  to  North  Carolina  in  the 
morning,  and  I  had  all  that 
packing  to  do.  "If  only  Chris- 
tians would  supply  the  needs  of 
these  people,"  I  thought,  "as 
they  have  supplied  the  needs 
and  wishes  of  the  magnificient 
Crystal  Cathedral,  they  would 
no  longer  have  to  worship  in 
borrowed  church  buildings. 
They  would  no  longer  go 
hungry,  they  would  no  longer 
wear*-  hand-me-down  clothes. 
Bibles    and   other  Christian 


literature  would  be  available  js' 
their  language.  They  coulf 
receive  a  Christian  education 
...  if  only  .  .  .  ."  ; 

I  stayed  in  California  for  tw<i 
weeks.  During  the  day,  Bob 
Earl,  De  Wayne,  and  Rober 
Kirk,  a  friend  to  the  H'mongs 
conducted  Bible  studies.  In  th«' 
evening  Dollie  and  I  joine- 
them  and  conducted  classes  foij 
the  women.  Questions  most  frei 
quently  asked  in  our  group  were 
"Will  there  be  hunger  ir 
Heaven?"  and  "Will  babies  be 
born  in  Heaven?"  Their  ques 
tions  and  discussions  revealetj 
not  only  their  intelligence,  bu 
also  their  hunger  for 
knowledge. 

I  enthusiastically  sharec 
their  high  aspirations  for  the 
future.  Their  future  is  promis 
ing.  They  are  determined  tc 
make  it  so,  but  they  need  help 
The  spiritual  needs  of  these, 
people  are  overwhelming 
Those  who  are  Christian  have 
very  little  Bible  knowledge 
printed  material  in  theiii 
language  is  scarce,  they  ownnt 
church  buildings,  many  are  ill 
literate,  their  background  isj 
pagan,  and  they  lack  practical 
Christian  training.  Never; 
theless,  their  love  for  God  is 
evident  in  their  testimonies  ot 
His  constant  care  and  protec  l 
tion.  Their  love  for  us  was  ex: 
pressed  through  gifts,  invitai 
tions  to  share  their  food: 
smiles,  handshakes,  and  friendj 
ly  "hellos."  Their  dependence 
upon  God  is  profound !  Not  only 
are  their  spiritual  needs  over  j 
whelming,  their  physical  needs, 
are  also  many  and  varied. 
Perhaps  your  church  will  share 
in  this  tremendous  opportunity  ) 
Good  clean  clothing,  office; 
materials,  scholarships 
printed  materials  and  Bibles 
(in  the  H'mong  language),  etc 
are  all  desperately  needed.  Mr 
Harber  has  referred  to  the 
H'mongs  as  "Angels  from 
God,"  and  well  they  might  be 
for  they  are  a  loving,  generous, 
and  devoted  people  to  whore 
God  has  given  us  the  privilege 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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PRAISE  AND  GRATITUDE 
TO  OUR  WONDERFUL 
LORD! 

I  It  is  difficult  to  even  write 
jiis  note  without  "filling  up"  in- 
jide.  As  many  of  you  already 
now,  Karen  Pittman,  Co- 
upervisor  of  Rodgers  Cottage 
Bobby's  wife),  was  involved  in 
very  serious  automobile  acci- 
ent  on  October  22,  just  outside 
f  Wilson.  She  suffered  a 
roken  collar  bone  and  serious 
ead  injury,  requiring  inten- 
ive  care  for  about  a  week  at 
itt  County  Memorial  Hospital, 
Greenville.  There  was  evidence 
f  bleeding  as  result  of  the  head 
ijury,  and  the  need  for  surgery 
eemed  imminent.  Sometime 
juring  the  night  before  the  day 
f  the  final  test  to  determine  if 
urgery  would  be  necessary, 
he  bleeding  stopped!  Now  you 
all  me  that  God  doesn't  still 
jerform  miracles!  Praise 
lim!  Praise  Him!  And  ever- 
nore,  Praise  Him  for  His  lov- 
hg  mercies !  Thank  you  all  for 
our  love  and  prayers  for 
[aren. 

|  P.S.  Karen,  we're  glad  you're 
lome! 


(ANNUAL  SKATING  PARTY 
(October  20,  1984) 

!  The  Olia  Jones  Sunday  School 
^lass  from  Trinity  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  has  a  habit  of 
[putting  wheels  to  their  faith! " 
The  members  of  Trinity 
vhurch,  of  Clayton,  recently 
losted  their  annual  skating 
iarty  with  our  children.  They 
•rought  a  group  of  their  own 
[outh  to  join  our  kids  for  a  day 
f  fun  and  enjoyment.  The 
hildren  were  treated  to  free 
kating  (compliments  of  Trini- 
y  Church)  on  Saturday  morn- 
ng,  and  a  "man-sized"  lunch  at 
McDonald's  afterward.  Our 
I  hildren  had  a  great  time,  and 
/anted   to   publicly  express 


their  gratitude  for  the  people's 
willingness  to  "give  of 
themselves"  in  living  out  their 
Christianity  by  "putting  wheels 
to  their  faith ! ' ' 

Perhaps  this  would  be  an 
ideal  time  to  suggest  something 
to  our  people.  We  would  like  to 
be  able  to  provide  a  "main 
event"  of  recreation  for  our 
children  each  month  (either  the 
first  or  third  Saturday  of  each 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
October,  1984 
Total  $1,721.29 


ALBEMARLE 

Mount  Zion  $128.12 

St.  Paul  25.00 

Union  Meeting  8.95 

Total  $162.07 

CAPE  FEAR 

Haymount  Mission  $  43.11 

Total  $  43.11 


month).  Won't  you  consider 
scheduling  your  church  for  one 
of  these  "main  events?"  It 
would  be  a  great  opportunity 
for  our  people  to  support  our 
Children's  ministry  in  person! 
If  you  are  interested,  please 
call  Glenda  Hood  at  the 
Children's  Home  to  schedule 
your  month  for  putting  your 
faith  into  action.  Scheduling 
will  begin  January,  1985. 


CENTRAL 

Bethany  $  25.00 

Edgewood  10.00 

Friendship  500.00 

Howell  Swamp  25.00 

Marlboro  200.00 

Union  Number  2  14.61 

Total  $774.61 

EASTERN 

Bridgeton  $  29.00 

Holly  Springs  250.00 

Macedonia  150.00 

Smith's  New  Home  60.00 

Total  $489.00 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 


HONORARY  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 
October  1984 


IN  MEMORY  OF: 
Christopher  Lupton 
Christopher  Lupton 
Richard  Lupton 
Bertha  Pate 
Bertha  Pate 
Bertha  Pate 
Roney  Herring 
Mrs.  Pauline  Davis 


FROM: 

Edith  L.  Kirk 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Lupton 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Williams  Jr. 

Joseph  and  Nettie  Smith 

Mrs.  Jimmy  Grady 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Minchew 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joey  Crumpler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Braswell 


IN  HONOR  OF: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Davenport 


FROM: 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Faulkner 


Memorial  gifts  are  a  wonderful  way  to  remember  a  family 
member  or  other  loved  one  who  is  no  longer  with  us.  Also,  a  gift 
given  in  honor  of  someone  whom  you  appreciate  would  certainly  be 
appreciated  by  the  person  being  honored. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  make  an  honorary  or  memorial  gift  is  send 
your  check  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  P.O.  Box  249, 
Middlesex,  NC  27557,  specifying  for  whom  the  gift  is  in  memory  or 
honor.  If  you  would  like  for  anyone  to  receive  acknowledgement  of 
the  gift,  please  send  his/her  name  and  address  also  and  we  will 
send  a  nice  card  acknowledging  your  special  contribution.  We  have 
special  memorial  gift  envelopes  available  and  would  be  happy  to 
send  you  some  upon  request. 
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SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — 1  Corinthians  5-9 

KINDNESS  LIVES 
The  late  Dr.  David  Mclntyre  of  Glasgow, 
who  was  one  of  the  kindest  and  humblest  men 
I've  ever  met,  tells  a  beautiful  story  showing  how 
a  little  act  of  kindness  had  a  transforming  in- 
fluence upon  the  life  of  another.  Dr.  Mclntyre 
was  asked  to  go  and  conduct  the  funeral  service 
of  a  friend  of  his  youth  who  had  lived  and  labored 
for  half  a  century  in  a  village  on  the  edge  of  a 
bleak  Scottish  moor.  It  was  his  first  and  only 
charge.  He  was  greatly  loved  and  missed.  Dr. 
Mclntyre  tells  how  he  saw  one  elderly  man  at  the 
graveside  weeping  bitterly,  and  afterwards  he 
tried  to  comfort  him.  When  calmed  down,  he  told 
the  cause  of  his  tears.  Over  fifty  years  previously 
he  was  a  herd  boy,  and  when  driving  his  herd 
down  a  lane  a  number  of  cattle  rushed  past  him. 
All  was  confusion,  and  he  was  full  of  fear.  His  ex- 
perience was  insufficient  to  cope  with  the  situa- 
tion. Just  at  that  moment  the  minister,  who  was 
straight  from  college,  appeared  on  the  scene  and 
took  things  in  hand.  With  a  quiet  patience  and  a 
little  strategy  he  gathered  the  herd  together  for 
the  lad  and  went  on  his  way,  probably  quickly 
forgetting  the  incident  as  he  thought  on  his 
message  for  the  coming  Sabbath.  But  the  lad 
never  forgot— to  him  it  was  as  though  Christ  had 
come  to  his  aid  that  day.  That  little  kindly  act 
had  bound  him  to  Christ,  to  the  church,  to  his 
minister  for  fifty  years,  and  his  tears  were  tears 
of  gratitude  for  the  man  of  God  who  had  meant  so 
much  to  his  soul. 


Kindness  is  twice  blessed;  it  blesses  him  who 
gives  and  him  who  takes. 


MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — 1  Corinthians  10-13 

WORDSWORTH  WIELDS  AX 
Wordsworth,  the  English  poet,  relates  an  in- 
cident in  his  early  life.  Wandering  through  a 
wood,  he  came  upon  a  tottering  old  man,  trying 
with  his  mattock  to  unearth  the  root  of  a  tree. 
The  task  was  obviously  far  beyond  his  feeble 
strength,  and  his  patience  was  at  breaking  point. 
The  young  Wordsworth  seized  the  tool  and  at  one 
blow  severed  the  tangled  root.  The  old  man's 
gratitude  was  like  an  avalanche— 


The  tears  into  his  eyes  were  brought, 

And  thanks  and  praises  seemed  to  run 

So  fast  out  of  his  heart,  I  thought 
He  never  would  be  done. 


I've  heard  of  hearts  unkind,  kind  deeds 
With  coldness  still  returning; 

Alas,  the  gratitude  of  man 

Hath  oftener  left  me  mourning. 

TUESDAY,  «7 
NOVEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — 1  Corinthians  14-16 

ERRANDS  WE  CAN  RUN 
"Mother,"  said  a  little  boy,  "I  wish  Jesus 
lived  on  earth  now."  "Why,  my  darling?', 
"Because  I  should  like  so  much  to  do  something) 
for  Him."  "But  what  could  such  a  little  bit  of  £ 
fellow  as  you  are  do  for  Him?"  The  child  said 
"Why,  I  could  run  all  His  errands  for  Him."  "S( 
you  could,  my  child,  and  so  you  shall.  Here  is  £ 
glass  of  jelly  and  some  oranges  for  poor  old 
Margaret;  I  will  let  you  take  them  and  do  an  er> 
rand  for  the  Saviour,  for  when  upon  earth,  H( 
said,  'Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  untc, 
me.'  " 


Whenever  you  do  a  kind  act  for  anybody 
because  you  love  Jesus,  it  is  just  the  same  as  ij 
the  Saviour  were  now  living  on  the  earth  and  yov 
were  doing  it  for  Him. 


WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  —  2  Corinthians  1-4 

ON  PRAYING  GROUND 
A  Christian  man  in  a  place  of  large  respon 
sibility  was  talking  with  a  friend  about  a  seriou: 
disagreement  that  had  arisen  between  the  in 
stitution  of  which  he  was  the  head  and  anothei 
man  who  had  been  connected  with  it,  but  whos< 
relationship  to  the  work  had  now  been  severed 
This  man  had  written  sharp  letters,  and  his  let 
ters  had  been  answered  in  Christian  quietnesi 
and  courtesy.  The  friend  commented  on  th<! 
unusual  tone  of  the  letters  that  had  gone  ii| 
response  to  the  angry  accusations.  "But,"  sai< 
the  friend  who  had  written  the  letters  that  weri[ 
marked  by  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  "I  must  keep  oi 
praying  ground." 
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He  realized  that,  if  he  replied  to  the  heated, 
-  ^christian  letters  in  kind,  he  would  be  off  pray- 

■jg  ground,  and  not  able  to  pray  the  matter 
i  trough  with  any  assurance  that  God  was  hear- 

ig,  leading,  and  answering. 

HURSDAY,  99 
OVEMBER 

ripture  Reading  —  2  Corinthians  5-8 

A  SWEET  CONTAGION 
"Everybody  smiled  at  me.  They  were  all 
ice  people  we  met  out  walking,"  delightedly 
imported  the  tot  who  had  just  returned  from  the 
]irk. 

"Bless  the  child,  it  was  her  own  sweet  little 
saile,  ready  for  everybody,  that  made  them  all 
snile  back,"  laughed  the  maid  who  had  been 
Jong. 

If  you  give  good  will,  you  will  receive  good 
iiill  in  return.  Most  people  will  respond  to  your 
j^od  opinion  of  them  by  thinking  well  of  you. 


And  not  the  least  pleasant  thought  will  come 
\ith  the  knowledge  that  your  smile  is  helping 
\hers,  quite  as  much  as  their  smiles  help  you. 


'RID  AY,  «0 
foVEMBER 

•ripture  Reading  —  2  Corinthians  9-13 

AN  EMPTY  LIFE 
In  March,  1940,  a  girl  went  to  the  Eddie  Mar- 
p  Airport  near  Santa  Ana,  California,  and 
agaged  a  pilot  to  take  her  for  a  flight  to  the 
each  district.  She  insisted  upon  using  an  open 
Lane  and  riding  in  the  rear  cockpit.  When  near- 
lg  Newport  Beach,  the  pilot  said  he  felt  the 
lane  lurch  and  glanced  back  to  see  the  girl  leap 
ver  the  side  to  her  death.  In  the  girl's 
utomobile  was  found  a  note,  which  read: 
\Forgive  me.  I  just  couldn't  bear  it  any  longer.  It 
jkes  courage  to  die,  but  it  is  cowardly  to  live  an 
mpty,  ill  life. "  Behind  these  words  there  must 
ave  been  the  agony  of  a  disillusioned  life.  We 
kay  call  the  poor  girl  foolish,  but  that  is  empty 
ensure  now.  What  was  needed  was  someone's 
bid  and  friendly  help  while  she  lived. 


She  would  never  have  found  life  "empty" 
ad  some  Christian  filled  her  heart  with  the  love 
j/  Christ. 
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SATURDAY,  1 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  —  Galatians  1-3 

THE  BLESSING  BUCHER  BROUGHT 

A  soldier,  worn  out  in  his  country's  service, 
took  to  playing  the  violin,  to  earn  his  living.  He 
was  found  in  the  streets  of  Vienna,  playing  his 
violin.  After  a  while  his  hand  became  feeble  and 
tremulous,  and  he  could  make  no  more  music. 
One  day,  while  he  sat  there  weeping,  a  man 
came  along  and  said,  "My  friend,  you  are  too  old 
and  too  feeble;  give  me  your  violin,"  and  began 
to  play  most  exquisite  music,  and  the  coins 
poured  in  and  in,  until  the  hat  was  full. 

"Now,"  said  the  man  who  was  playing  the 
violin,  "put  those  coins  in  your  pocket."  The 
coins  were  put  in  the  old  man's  pockets.  Then  he 
held  his  hat  again,  and  the  violinist  played  more 
sweetly  than  ever,  and  played  until  some  of  the 
people  wept  and  some  of  them  shouted.  And 
again  the  hat  was  filled  with  coins. 

Then  the  violinist  drooped  the  instrument 
and  passed  off,  and  the  whisper  went  around, 
"Who  is  it?  Who  is  it?"  and  some  one  just  enter- 
ing the  crowd  said,  "Why,  that  is  Bucher,  the 
great  violinist,  known  all  through  the  realm ;  yes, 
that  is  the  great  violinist." 


The  fact  was,  the  artist  had  taken  that  man's 
place,  and  assumed  his  poverty,  and  borne  his 
burden,  and  played  his  music,  and  earned  his 
livelihood.  He  made  a  sacrifice  for  the  poor  old 
man. 

Portion  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


A  THANKSGIVING  QUIZ 

1.  How  many  lepers  returned  to  give  Jesus 
thanks  for  healing  them?  (Luke  17:15-16) 

2.  At  what  feast  did  Jesus  take  the  cup  and 
give  thanks?  (Matthew  26:19,  27) 

3.  At  whose  grave  did  Jesus  lift  up  His  eyes 
to  give  thanks?  (John  11:14,  41) 

4.  Jesus  gave  thanks  that  certain  things 
were  hid  from  whom?  (Matthew  11:25) 

5.  What  did  Jesus  do  after  receiving  the 
loaves  at  the  feeding  of  the  5,000?  (John  6:11) 

6.  Who  prayed  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for 
revealing  a  king's  dream?  (Daniel  2:23) 

7.  Who  said  he  was  thankful  not  to  be  like 
other  men?  (Luke  18:11) 

8.  Who  thanked  God  and  took  courage  after 
a  long  voyage?  (Acts  28:15) 

9.  With  what  does  the  psalmist  tell  us  to 
enter  into  the  Lord's  gates?  (Psalm  100:4) 

10.  We  are  instructed  in  2  Corinthians  9 : 15  to 
give  thanks  to  God  for  His  unspeakable  

11.  In  regard  to  gratefulness,  what  will  be 
one  of  the  signs  in  the  last  days?  (2  Timothy  3:2) 
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For  November  25 

HOLDING  ON 
TO  THE  TRUTH 

Lesson  Text:  2  Thessalonians 
2:1-15 

Memory  Verse:  2  Thessalon- 
ians 2 : 15 

Simon  Peter  wrote  that  "our 
beloved  brother  Paul"  wrote 
"some  things  hard  to  be 
understood,  which  they  that  are 
unlearned  and  unstable  wrest, 
as  they  do  also  the  other  Scrip- 
tures, unto  their  own  destruc- 
tion" (2  Peter  3:15,  16).  The 
text  of  this  lesson  may  be  one  of 
the  things  Peter  had  in  mind.  It 
is  indeed  "hard  to  be 
understood."  Let's  try  not  to 
"wrest"  it.  If  we  are  not  sure  of 
the  meaning,  it  is  better  to  ad- 
mit we  do  not  know  than  to 
imagine  we  know  something  we 
do  not  know. 

This  is  the  third  of  three 
lessons  grouped  under  the  title, 
"Paul  Writes  About  Last 
Things."  That  means  things 
associated  with  the  time  when 
Jesus  will  come  back  and  this 
present  world  will  end.  All  of  us 
would  like  to  know  more  than 
we  do  about  such  things,  so  they 
provide  a  field  for  much  study 
and  some  argument. 

As  noted  in  earlier  lessons,  it 
seems  that  some  Thessalonian 
Christians  expected  Jesus  to 
come  back  in  their  lifetime. 
When  some  of  them  died,  the 
others  were  afraid  that  those 
who  died  would  miss  the  joy  of 
meeting  Jesus.  Paul  told  them 
not  to  worry.  The  dead  would  be 
raised  to  meet  Jesus  with  those 
who  would  live  till  His  return 
(1  Thessalonians  4:13-18). 

Thus  reassured,  some  of  the 
Thessalonians  thought  it  was 
time  to  leave  their  jobs  and  just 
wait  for  Jesus  to  arrive 
(2  Thessalonians  3:11).  Paul's 
second  letter  let  them  know 
14 


that  was  not  the  way  to  get 
ready  to  meet  the  Master.  He 
might  not  come  that  week  or 
that  year.  His  people  should  go 
on  with  their  regular  work. 

Paul's  first  letter  to  the 
Thessalonians  emphasized  the 
joyous  privilege  of  being 
caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord  and 
live  with  Him  forever.  Not 
everyone  on  earth  will  share 
that  joy,  however.  The  second 
letter  reminded  that  Jesus  will 
come  with  fearful  punishment 
for  "them  that  know  not  God" 
(2  Thessalonians  1:8-10).  Paul 
prayed  that  the  brethren  would 
so  live  that  Christ  would  be 
glorified  in  them  and  they  in 
Him.  Then  he  went  on  with  the 
text  of  our  lesson. 

When  Idi  Amin  was  killing 
people  for  the  sheer  lust  of  kill- 
ing, his  soldiers  seemed  to  take 
particular  delight  in  shooting 
Christians.  One  night  they 
raided  and  ransacked  a  boy's 
school,  lining  up  the  students 
and  shooting  them  down  in 
order.  The  headmaster,  who 
was  away  at  the  time,  feared 
that  the  boys  may  have  relin- 
quished their  faith  under  at- 
tack. He  need  not  have  worried. 
When  he  gained  access  to  the 
bodies  piled  up  in  a  gory  heap, 
he  found  one  with  a  bloody 
scrap  of  paper  in  his  hand.  It 
was  a  sheet  torn  from  the  Bible 
and  it  read,  "I  am  now  ready  to 
be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight  ...  I  have 
kept  the  faith."  The  rest  of  the 
sheet  was  missing,  but  the 
message  was  clear.  The  boys 
had  stood  fast,  sealing  their 
faith  and  validating  it  with 
their  lifeblood. 

It  takes  great  courage  to  die 
for  one's  faith  in  Christ,  and 
hopefully  we  will  not  be  sub- 
jected to  such  cruel  trials.  But 
it  also  requires  courage  to  live 
for  Christ.  Unless  men  can  read 
on  the  pages  of  our  lives  what 


we  read  on  the  pages  of  thn 
Book,  we  have  neglected  th| 
admonition  of  the  apostle  an| 
failed  the  Author.  Let  us  glorift 
His  name  whether  it  be  by  oi[i 
life  or  our  death. 

Stand  fast!  Even  when  Pat' 
was  telling  the  brethren  thif 
Christ  would  not  come  as  sor 
as  they  thought  He  would,  th| 
was  the  conclusion  they  shou' 
reach.  They  must  be  faithfu 
holding   fast   to  Christia 
teaching,  ready  for  the  Lord 
coming.  But  to  stand  fast  is  ni 
to    stand   idle,    waiting  fcl 
the  Lord  to  appear.  It  is  | 
go  on  about  our  daily  woij 
(2  Thessalonians  3:11-13). 

Be  ready  now!  That  is  ttjl 
repeated  emphasis  of  Bibi 
teaching  about  Jesus'  retuni 
He  may  come  today.  It  wou> 
be  a  great  mistake  to  conduct 
that  the  man  of  sin  is  yet  1 
come,  and  therefore  Jesi 
cannot  come  for  a  long  timij 
"In  an  hour  that  ye  thiri 
not"— that  is  just  when  Jesi; 
will  come  (Matthew  24:44) 
When  unbelievers  and  rebel 
are  saying,  "Peace  an) 
safety"— that  is  when  suddei 
destruction  will  descend  I 
Thessalonians  5:3). 

We  cannot  assign  the  fallirj 
away  and  the  man  of  sin 
some  future  time.  The  inform 
tion  we  have  is  too  indefinite 
Some  have  fallen  away  in  evei! 
generation  since  Christian!' 
began,  and  there  have  been  a 
rogant  men  of  sin  witho 
number.  Perhaps  Paulj 
prediction  already  has  bet 
fulfilled  over  and  over.  Tl 
first  century  was  not  yet  ov< 
when  John  wrote,  "Even  no 
are  there  many  antichrist; 
whereby  we  know  that  it  is  tl 
last  time"  (1  John  2:18).  Tl 
last  time  has  continued  fi 
nineteen  centuries,  but  it  w: 
end— perhaps  today.— Standa\ 
Lesson  Commentary 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIS 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

important  milestone.  Join 
n  praying  that  God  will  call 
'clth  other  key  personnel  for 
II  Bible  Institute  that  they 
fly  be  trained. 

|Ve  are  thankful  unto  God  for 
3:lawan  Bible  Institute.  Its 
riin  purpose  is  to  train  men 
Uji  women  for  the  gospel 
piistry.  We  invite  and  en- 
Mjirage  you  to  be  a  part  of  this 
Jtiting  ministry. 

Fred  Baker 

HOME  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

i  opportunity  to  minister, 
t  us  not  fail  Him  or  them, 
f  you  ever  go  to  California 
i  visit  the  H'mong  people, 
1  will  never  be  the  same, 
eir  past  will  fascinate  you, 
sir  present  will  inspire  you, 
1  their  future  will  become  a 
•t  of  you.  It  is  impossible  to 
it  them  and  not  share  their 
sams  and  hopes.  They  are  in- 
;d  a  special  people  whom  I 
(hot  wish  to  forget.  Reflecting 
on  the  experiences  during 
\  short  two-week  visit,  I  sud- 
lly  realized  that  I  had  taken 
*ip  from  which  I  would  never 
urn.  To  be  sure  I  returned 
fcrally  on  the  fourteenth  with 

iigage  and  souvenirs,  but  in 
nd  and  spirit,  I  shall  never 

wurn.  I  had  traveled  the  '  'road 

Bio  return." 

Tjoie:  If  you  wish  more  information, 
'■tact  the  Rev.  Charles  Crisp,  director 
lljlome  Missions,  whose  office  is  at  the 
[Re  Will  Baptist  Press  Building, 
Men,  North  Carolina. 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 


'■STERN 

j  fcee  Spirit  $  50.00 

[tfeople's  Chapel  10.00 

•  jiney  Grove  87.50 

Jtierron  Acres  20.00 

'*  jnion  Number  1  75.00 

jnion  Chapel  lO.QQ 

I  Total  $252.50 


NOTICE 

j  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and 
Nokstores      closed  for 


Ijanksgiving,  November  22. 
tflE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


<zNzvjs.  and  <J\fotE± 

$39,000  in  Gifts  Are  Distributed 

The  Thursday  night  class  at 
Carolina  Bible  Institute  had 
quite  a  surprise  on  November  8, 
when  a  number  of  visitors  from 
several  sections  of  the  state 
showed  up  unexpectedly.  The 
surprise  increased  when  the 
Rev.  Keith  Cobb  introduced  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Forehand  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  White  Sr.  from  Durham 
and  announced  that  they  had 
some  checks  to  distribute. 

Mr.  Forehand  explained  that 
Unity  Church  in  Durham  had 
decided  to  disband  and  that 
they  were  prepared  to 
distribute  to  denominational 
enterprises  the  assets  of  the 
disbanded  group. 

The  first  distribution  was 
made  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  in  two  checks. 
The  first  one  was  a  $1,000  gift  in 
honor  of  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Paul  Mont- 
gomery, and  a  $6,000  gift  to  the 
general  fund.  These  gifts  were 
accepted  by  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Eakes,  a  member  of  the 
Children's  Home  Board. 

Then  a  check  in  the  amount  of 
$6,000  was  presented  to  the 
Rev.  Norman  Ard  for  the 
Foreign  Missions  Board  to  use 
in  the  India  work. 

Next  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells  ac- 
cepted a  check  for  $6,000  for 
the  Home  Missions  Board  to  be 
used  in  the  work  in  California 
among  the  H'mong  natives. 

The  next  gift  went  to  Crag- 
mont  Assembly  when  the  Rev. 
De  Wayne  Eakes  accepted  a 
check  for  $9,000. 

Finally,  two  checks  were 
presented  to  the  Rev.  Floyd 
Cherry  for  Carolina  Bible  In- 
stitute. The  first  one  for  $1,000 
was  given  in  honor  of  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Forehand,  and  the 
second  was  for  the  Chapel 
Building  Fund  in  the  amount  of 
$10,000. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  White  Sr. 
accompanied  the  Forehands  on 
the  trip  to  Pine  Level.  Mr. 


White  was  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Deacons  of  Unity 
Church.  Mrs.  Ard  accompanied 
her  husband,  the  Rev.  Norman 
Ard. 

These  gifts,  totaling  $39,000, 
made  a  fine  gift  from  this 
church  to  the  benefiting  institu- 
tions. In  fact,  it  felt  like 
Christmas  had  arrived  early. 

Homecoming  at 
Robert's  Grove  Church 

Sunday,  October  7,  1984,  was 
a  very  special  day  at  Robert's 
Grove  Church,  Route  1,  Dunn. 
Sunday  school  opened  at  10 
a.m.  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  Mr.  Bobby 
Johnson.  From  the  very  begin- 
ning one  could  feel  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  service. 
The  musical  prelude  rendered 
by  Mr.  Gary  Barefoot  and  Mrs. 
Shelby  Jackson  was  very 
beautiful. 

During  the  11  a.m.  worship 
service,  Mr.  E.  V.  Spell  Jr.  was 
in  charge  of  the  memorial  ser- 
vice. The  Rev.  Jimmy  Johnson, 
Wallace,  North  Carolina, 
brother  of  Mr.  Bobby  Johnson 
and  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
Johnson,  delivered  the 
homecoming  message.  His 
Scripture  was  taken  from  2  Co- 
rinthians 4:8,  9,  16-18;  and  also 
Psalm  23.  The  title  of  his  ser- 
mon was  "Thou  Art  With  Me." 
He  brought  a  simple  but 
spiritual  message  that  even  the 
children  could  understand. 

A  wonderful  hour  of  Christian 
fellowship  was  enjoyed  as  the 
people  gathered  in  the 
fellowship  hall  to  feast  from  the 
bountiful  tables  of  good  food. 
Many  people  made  new  ac- 
quaintances, while  others 
renewed  old  ones. 

The  afternoon  was  filled  with 
singing  by  the  home  choirs, 
trios  and  solos.  It  is  always  a 
pleasure  to  hear  Mr.  Roy 
Johnson  sing  "The  Longer  I 
Serve  Him,  the  Sweeter  He 
Grows,"  and  "I'm  Part  of  the 
Family  of  God,"  backed  up  by 
the  Honey cutt  Trio. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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It  was  a  day  when  everyone 
could  say  it  was  good  to  have 
been  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

Living  Waters  Church 
Honors  Youth  Leaders 

On  Sunday  morning, 
November  4,  1984,  Living 
Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  paid 
tribute  to  Doug  and  Melanie 
Seymour,  youth  leaders. 

The  Ladies  Auxiliary  pro- 
claimed the  day  as  "Doug  and 
Melanie  Seymour  Appreciation 
Day."  Most  of  the  service  was 
devoted  to  this  couple  for  their 
faithful  service  to  Living 
Waters  Church.  Mrs.  Fleedie 
Reynolds,  the  narrator, 
presented  the  couple  with  cor- 
sages and  introduced  the  pro- 
gram. The  program  was  a  com- 
plete surprise  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seymour.  Different  church 
members  spoke  of  Doug  and 
Melanie's  contribution  to 
church,  family,  community, 
and  youth.  In  addition,  there 
were  many  special  guests 
present  for  this  service  and  this 
too  was  a  surprise.  Attending 
from  out  of  town  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jarvis  Pittman,  Mrs. 
Treva  Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rocky  Kennedy,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Kennedy  and  Dr.  Opey  Jeanes. 
Also  attending  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Seymour  and 
Sharon  Hales,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thurman  Deaver,  Mrs.  Vonnie 
Seymour  and  Miss  Faye 
Seymour.  A  musical  tribute 
was  sung  by  Rex  Pennington 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marty 
Gurgainus.  Several  letters 
were  read  that  had  been  re- 
ceived from  people  who  could 
not  attend  including  one  from 
Mrs.  Seymour's  father,  the 
Rev.  Dean  Kennedy. 

This  special  couple  was  also 
presented  with  a  lovely  picture 
from  the  youth  group  and  a 


16 


plaque  from  the  Ladies  Auxi- 
liary of  the  church  for  faith- 
ful service.  The  program  was 
ended  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Royce  Reynolds,  at  which  time 
he  made  the  comment  that 
Doug  and  Melanie  were  very 
important  to  the  church  as 
were  all  of  the  people  who  are 
faithful. 

Doug  and  Melanie  both  have 
a  lot  of  talent  and  they  use  it  for 
the  Lord.  Doug  is  the  church 
pianist  and  has  been  for  many 
years  and  he  fulfills  this  obliga- 
tion faithfully.  Melanie  is  an  ar- 
tist and  she  too  uses  her  talents 
for  the  Lord.  In  addition,  they 
both  sing  in  a  gospel  group 
called  "The  Master's  Quartet." 

Doug  and  Melanie's  life 
together  is  a  sermon  in  itself 
and  it  has  reached  many  peo- 
ple. They  are  much  ap- 
preciated by  their  pastor  and 
fellow  church  members.  The 
youth  of  the  church  will  be  bet- 
ter people  for  having  been 
touched  by  the  lives  of  Doug 
and  Melanie  Seymour.  This 
couple  is  also  expecting  their 
first  child  in  February  and  he 
or  she  will  surely  be  blessed  to 
have  such  a  fine  Christian 
home    to   grow   up   in  with 


parents  as  loving  and  faithful  t( 
the  Lord  as  this  couple. 

MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  David  R.  Thick  an- 
nounces that  he  is  available  for 
pastoral  work  (full-  or  part- 
time).  He  is  an  ordained; 
minister  in  good  standing  with 
the  Albemarle  Conference.  He 
may  be  reached  by  calling 
(919)  522-1867  after  6  p.m.;  or 
writing  him  at  710  West  Lenoir 
Street,  Kinston,  NC  28501. 


COMING  EVENTS 

November  —  Entire  Month 
Designated  by  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention 
as  Children's  Home  Month 
November  22— Thanksgiving 
November  22— Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  and  Bookstores!! 
Closed 

November  2k—  Western  Youth 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

November  26— The  Rev.  Bobby 
R.  Taylor,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Free  Will  Baptist; 
Children's  Home,  will 
speak  at  Hickory  Chapel: 
Church,  Ahoskie,  for  the  11 
a.m.  worship  service.  The 
Rev.  Robert  May  is  pastor.; 


WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  GO  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND? 
From  New  York  to  Israel  and  Back  to  New  York 

For  seven  days  $  896.00 

One  extra  day  to  visit  Masada  60.00 
Visa  fees  approxiately  38.00 
Tips  approximately  40.00 

$1,034.00 

Departure  Date:  April  8,  1985 
Airfare  to  New  York  extra 
You  will  have  to  have  a  passport  if  you  do  not  already  have 
one. 

Contact  for  more  information : 
The  Rev.  Steve  Hargrove 
Route  3,  Box  294 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
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WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  28,  1984,  AYDEN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


IN  EXPECTATION 

The  four  weeks  prior  to  Christmas  are  known  as  the  Advent  (or  coming  of  Christ)  season.  It  is 
a  time  of  anticipation  and  spiritual  preparation  for  the  celebration  of  the  Incarnation. 

Many  churches  observe  the  tradition  of  an  Advent  wreath,  composed  of  greenery  and  five 
candles,  four  pink  and  one  purple  candle.  A  candle  is  lit  on  the  first  Sunday,  and  another  on  each 
succeeding  Sunday,  until  finally,  on  Christmas  Eve,  the  flame  of  the  purple  Christ  candle  com- 
pletes the  wreath.  Each  Sunday,  different  parts  of  the  Christmas  story  are  read. 

Advent  can  also  be  celebrated  at  home.  On  Sundays,  an  Advent  wreath  can  be  lit,  but  family 
devotions  can  center  around  the  Christmas  story  every  day  of  the  season.  Below  is  a  guide  for  Ad- 
vent devotional  readings  from  December  2  until  Christmas  Eve. 

Enrich  your  Christmas  season  by  concentrating  on  the  real  celebration— Jesus  is  alive  in  the 
world ! 


DECEMBER 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

Prophecy  <J 
Sunday:  Read 
Malachi  3:1-4, 
and  light  one 
pink  candle  on 
your  wreath. 

3 

Isaiah  55:  Seek 
the  Lord. 

4 

Isaiah  40:1-11: 
God's  provi- 
sions for  us. 

5 

Mark  1:1-8: 
Preparation  for 
Jesus'  coming. 

6 

Isaiah  35:  Zion's 
happy  future. 

7 

John  1:1-18:  The 
Word  became 
flesh. 

8 

Isaiah  53:1-5: 
God  reveals 
Himself. 

9 

Bethlehem  Sun- 
day: Read 
Micah  5:2;  light 
two  pink  can- 
dles. 

10 

Matthew  1: 
18-25:  Jesus' 
parents  chosen. 

11 

Isaiah  9:2-7:  Un- 
to us  a  child  is 
born. 

12 

Matthew  2:1-12: 
The  wise  men. 

13 

Psalm  89:1-29:  A 
great  God  prom- 
ised. 

14 

Isaiah  42:1-9:  A 
Servant  will 
come. 

15 

Luke  1:5-25: 
John  the  Bap- 
tist's coming. 

1  fi 

Shepherds  Sun- 
day:  Read  Luke 
2:8-20;  light 
three  pink  can- 
dles. 

17 

Jeremiah  33: 
7-16:  The  prom- 
ise of  righ- 
teousness. 

18 

Luke  1:39-56: 
Mary's  prayer. 

19 

Isaiah  61: 
Jesus'  mission. 

20 

Luke  1:57-80; 
Zacharias'  proph- 
ecy. 

21 

Revelation 
1:10-18:  The 
magnificent 
Christ. 

22 

Revelation 
21:1-7:  God 
among  us. 

Angels  Sunday: 
Read  Luke 
1:26-38;  light  all 
four  pink  can- 
dles. 

Read  Luke          ~  . 

2:1-20.  /54 

Light  all  four 
pink  candles.  Then 
reverently  light  the 
purple  Christ  candle. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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"By  what  name  would  you  like  to  be 
called?"  a  brother  asked  me  recently.  Some 
ministers  prefer  to  be  called  by  their  first 
name,  some  by  their  last,  preceded  by 
'Pastor,"  or  "Doctor,"  others  prefer  simply 
Rev."  or  "Reverend"  and  still  others  by  some 
pther  combination.  The  name  they  prefer 
reflects  the  way  they  want  to  be  treated:  as  a 
friend  or  as  a  professional,  as  an  equal  or  as  a 
superior,  as  one  among  others  or  as  one  part 
(from  others.  By  his  question,  that  brother 
wanted  to  know  how  he  should  relate  to  me. 

I  would  like  to  share  these  four  ways  to  im- 
prove your  relation  with  your  minister: 

Respect  His  Calling  and  His  Family. 

In  regard  to  his  calling,  I  would  say  that 
most  ministers  of  the  evangelical  faith  go  into 
the  ministry  because  they  feel  God  has  called 
them.  The  great  majority  of  these  take  this 
calling  very  seriously. 

The  calling  from  God  is  the  single  most  im- 
portant factor  that  sets  a  minister  apart  from 
the  rest  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord. 
A  minister  knows  that  his  unique  position  to 
preach  and  teach  [the  Word  of  God]  does  not 
come  because  of  his  theological  training  and 
experience  but  from  his  calling.  He  is  not  more 
intelligent,  able,  gifted,  faithful,  trustworthy 
.  .  .  He  is  set  apart  simply  because  of  his  call- 
ing. 

His  calling  is  not  of  his  own  choosing.  He 
did  not  "call  the  shots."  God  initiated  the  call- 
ing. God  knocked  at  his  heart  and  usually  after 
agonizing  struggle,  he  responded.  His  response 
to  God's  call  changed  the  course  of  his  life. 
Who  he  is  and  what  he  does  today  are  direct 
results  of  his  "yes"  to  God.  If  you  doubt  his 
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calling,  you  doubt  his  being  and  his  doing.  The 
Bible  is  very  clear  as  to  how  we  should  treat 
our  ministers  and  spiritual  elders:  "And  we 
beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which 
labour  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the 
Lord,  and  admonish  you;  And  to  esteem  them 
very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake.  And 
be  at  peace  among  yourselves"  (1  Thessalo- 
nians  5:12-13). 

In  regard  to  his  family,  I  believe  ministers 
do  not  pick  their  mates  casually,  particularly 
those  who  are  sure  of  their  callings  before  their 
marriages.  Quite  a  few  have  had  to  break  up 
with  their  sweethearts  after  dedicating  their 
lives  for  full-time  Christian  service.  Most 
believe  their  wives  to  be  God-sent  and  God- 
arranged,  and  probably  all  believe  their 
children  are  gifts  from  God— worthy  of  their 
love  and  full  attention. 

The  physical  appearance  of  a  minister's 
wife,  her  educational  background,  her  career, 
her  choice  of  furniture  and  dresses  and  how  she 
disciplines  her  children  should  not  be  anyone's 
business  but  her  own  and  that  of  her  husband. 
You  respect  her  by  not  gossiping  about  any  of 
these  items,  plus  a  whole  host  of  others,  which 
should  only  be  discussed  between  her  and  her 
husband. 

.  In  a  similar  way,  the  pastor's  kids  should 
be  given  room  and  freedom  to  grow  into  the 
persons  God  wants  them  to  be.  They  should  not 
be  forced  into  any  preconceived  or  pre-set 
molds  and  patterns. 

If  the  children  turn  out  to  be  like  Timothy, 
who  was  well  grounded  in  the  Word  and  loved 
the  Lord  (2  Timothy  1:5),  let's  praise  the  Lord 

(Turn  the  Page) 


for  them.  But  unfortunately,  if  they  should  be 
like  the  two  sons  of  Eli  (1  Samuel  2:12-17,  22) 
or  the  two  sons  of  Samuel  (1  Samuel  8:1-3),  let 
us  not  discredit  the  ministry  of  their  father.  Let 
us  not  forget  that  even  David,  the  man  after 
God's  own  heart,  had  children  who  were  guilty 
of  rape,  incest  and  murder,  not  to  mention 
quite  a  few  other  "lesser"  sins. 

Let  your  pastor  worry  about  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  his  wife  and  children  and  make 
sure  you  focus  your  attention  on  your  own 
household.  You  respect  him  and  his  family  by 
leaving  his  responsibility  in  his  own  competent 
hands  [and  to  God] . 

Appreciate  His  Personality  and  His  Gifts. 

Whether  a  person's  personality  is  shaped 
by  his  genes,  his  environment  or  his  reaction  to 
his  environment  is  academic.  Whether  a  per- 
son's personality  can  be  changed  and  by  how 
much  is  also  academic.  What  is  certain  is  most 
ministers  fall  somewhere  between  Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde. 

If  your  pastor  is  aggressive,  don't  insist  he 
remember  where  every  single  paper  clip  is ; 
and  if  he  is  cautious,  don't  expect  him  to.  in- 
itiate a  million-dollar  building  campaign*his 
second  year  in  the  church.  Most  ministers  are 
optimistic,  but  there  are  some  whose  thinking 
is  colored  gray.  Most  like  winners,  but  there 
are  some  who  champion  for  the  interests  of  the 
"widows"  and  the  "orphans."  Both  kinds  are 
necessary.  We  need  ministers  who  set  things  on 
fire,  but  we  also  need  those  who  come  along 
with  fire  extinguishers. 

No  matter  what  the  size,  shape  and  color  of 
your  pastor's  personality,  appreciate  it  because 
it  is  the  only  one  he  has.  Any  altering  of  it 
should  be  left  in  God's  hands. 

Like  any  other  Christian,  a  pastor's 
spiritual  gifts  are  given  to  him  by  God  for  the 
edification  of  the  saints.  What  he  has  was  given 
to  him.  He  does  not  have  any  more  to  say  about 
his  gifts  than  he  has  about  his  height  or  the  col- 
or of  his  eyebrows.  Appreciate  his  gifts  because 
they  are  from  God.  Don't  worry  about  the  gifts 
he  does  not  have.  He  cannot  possibly  have 
every  gift,  and  even  if  he  had,  he  would  not 
have  the  Vme  to  exercise  them  all.  What  he 
lacks,  God  will  supplement  with  gifts  from 
other  Christians  (1  Corinthians  12,  Romans  12 
and  Ephesians  4). 

Understand  His  Needs  and  His  Ministry. 

The  most  obvious  needs  are  physical  and 
financial :  housing  and  transportation,  food  and 
clothing,  and  medical  and  dental  care.  The 
psychological,  emotional,  social  and  spiritual 
needs  of  your  pastor  and  his  family  may  be 
more  subtle. 

Are  his  children  having  quality  education? 
Is  he  fulfilled  in  his  role,  and  his  wife  in  hers? 


Are  they  socially  comfortable?  Emotionally  \ 
sound  and  stable?  Do  they  have  any  special  J 
needs?  An  invalid  parent?  A  mentally-retarded 
child?  A  handicap  of  some  kind?  Even  if  the 
church  is  not  able  to  provide  for  all  his  needs, 
an  understanding  attitude  and  a  listening  ear 
would  go  a  long  way  toward  meeting  those 
needs. 

Both  the  pastor  and  the  congregation 
should  have  a  clear  understanding  as  to  what 
the  role  is  of  the  pastor  and  what  his  specific 
duties  are. 

Does  your  pastor  desire  some  form  of  con- 
tinual education?  Would  he  prefer  to  work  at 
home?  At  the  church  office?  At  a  particular 
library?  Does  he  prefer  people  calling  him 
anytime  of  the  day  or  only  during  a  designated 
time  period?  Is  he  an  early  bird  or  a  night  owl? 
Does  he  tend  to  become  a  bottle  neck  or  does 
he  delegate  more  than  he  should?  Does  he 
prefer  to  be  casual  with  his  brothers  and 
sisters  or  to  be  formal  with  his  parishioners? 

How  does  he  view  the  local  church:  As  a 
hospital  for  spiritual  patients?  As  a  showplace 
for  spiritual  saints?  As  a  military  academy  for 
training  missionaries?  As  a  Bible  school  for 
believers?  As  a  nursery  for  spiritual  babies? 
As  a  halfway  house  for  entry  into  Heaven?  As  a 
retreat  center  for  those  who  want  to  withdraw 
from  the  world? 

How  does  he  view  himself:  A  prophet?  A  ! 
preacher?  A  teacher?  A  trainer?  An  executive?  ( 
A  servant?  A  master?  A  king?  A  man-pleaser? 
A  God-fearer?  An  employee?  An  employer?  A 
man  of  God?  A  man  of  men?  A  promoter?  A 
fund-raiser?  A  doer?  A  talker?  A  planner?  A 
seeker?  A  scholar?  A  professor?  A  believer?  A  \ 
thinker?  A  starter?  A  finisher? 

How  does  he  view  his  congregation:  As  his  j 
students?  His  peers?  His  friends?  His  brothers 
and  sisters?  His  supporters?  His  clients?  His 
enemies?  His  fellow  believers?  His  sheep? 

How  your  pastor  views  the  church,  himself 
and  his  congregation  will  affect  what  he  wants 
to  do  in  his  ministry  and  how  he  would  go  about 
doing  it.  An  understanding  of  his  ministry  will 
make  both  his  life  and  your  life  easier. 

Before  we  leave  this  section  of  under- 
standing your  pastor's  needs  and  ministry,  I  ; 
would  like  to  suggest  that  the  best  way  to  go 
about  doing  this  is  through  a  small  committee 
of  mature  Christians.  For  suggesting  this  idea, 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Peter  Yuen,  one-time  mis- 
sionary to  Hong  Kong  and  currently  minister- 
ing among  international  students  in  Berkeley, 
California.  The  sole  purpose  of  this  committee 
is  to  assist  the  pastor  through  sharing,  inter- 
acting and  praying.  In  this  exclusive  group  the 
pastor's  needs,  problems,  hurts,  burdens,  sor- 
rows as  well  as  successes  and  excitement  can 
be  shared  freely. 


4 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Protect  His  Time  and  His  Reputation. 

Sermon  preparation  takes  time.  The  more 
formal  education  a  pastor  has,  the  more  time 
he  would  need  to  prepare  his  sermon,  and  the 
more  godly  a  pastor  is,  the  more  time  he  needs 
to  wait  before  the  Lord.  Most  lay-Christians  do 
not  understand  the  need  of  a  pastor  to  spend  20 
hours  in  studying  less  than  ten  verses  to  be 
used  on  a  given  Sunday  morning. 

Where  is  a  pastor  going  to  find  that  20 
hours?  That  is  a  big  chunk  of  time,  possibly 
from  eight  to  noon,  Monday  through  Friday. 
That  time  is  just  for  the  Sunday  message  alone. 
Most  likely,  he  has  a  Bible  class  to  lead  and 
maybe  a  second  service  to  preach. 

Depending  on  the  size  of  his  congregation, 
there  are  meetings  a  pastor  has  to  attend  ( mis- 
sions, Sunday  school,  building,  board,  etc.), 
counseling  (marital,  pre-marital,  personal, 
vocational)  and  visitation  (evangelistic,  home, 
hospital).  Also,  there  are  things  he  needs  to 
coordinate  and  supervise.  Then,  there  are  the 
telephone  calls  he  has  to  make  and  letters  he 
;  has  to  write.  Added  to  all  these,  let's  not  forget 
he  also  needs  time  to  practice  what  he 
preaches. 

Any  church  which  can  afford  a  full-time 
minister  should  have  a  part-time  secretary  to 
help  him.  To  an  effective  and  busy  minister,  a 
good  secretary  is  very  important  in  his  life. 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


You  can  personally  protect  your  pastor's 
time  by:  1.  Walking  closely  with  the  Lord; 
2.  not  calling  him  for  information  and  services 
you  can  obtain  elsewhere,  unless  it  is  an 
emergency  or  unless  he  is  the  only  one  who  can 
help;  3.  shouldering  as  much  of  the  church 
ministry  as  you  can;  4.  asking  him:  "How 
can  I  save  you  some  time?" 

Rumors,  gossip,  criticism  and  attacks 
aimed  at  spiritual  leaders  are  nothing  new.  The 
rejection  of  spiritual  leadership  happened  to 
the  best  of  leaders,  Moses  and  Paul  included, 
not  to  mention  the  rejection  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  himself.  Be  sure  to  separate  the  facts 
from  the  "I  think"  and  "I  am  sure"  you  hear 
thrown  around.  Do  not  join  in  for  the  kill.  Prac- 
tice the  biblical  injunction  of  "do  not  entertain 
an  accusation  against  an  elder  unless  it  is 
brought  by  two  or  three  witnesses"  (1  Timothy 
5:19,  NIV).  If  you  have  serious  doubts  about 
him  or  his  ministry,  you  may  confront  him  in 
private.  Don't  let  your  doubt  get  between  you 
and  him. 

Speak  appreciatively  of  your  pastor  in  front 
of  him  and  behind  his  back,  in  public  and  at 
home.  Thank  God  for  him  in  your  prayers. 

Above  all,  thank  God  for  your  pastor  and 
uphold  him  continually  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
Used  by  permission.  Pulpit  Helps,  October  1984. 
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Another 


of 

History 
Is 

Turned 


Since  the  first  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Advocate  rolled  off  the 
press  in  a  W  &  W  railroad  car 
sitting  in  the  town  of  Fremont, 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  has  called  many 
places  home. 

The  early  years  were  not 
stable  for  the  Foundation,  with 
the  paper  changing  locations 
frequently.  From  the  boxcar  in 
Fremont,  the  paper  office  was 
move  to  Toisnot,  now  Elm  City. 
It  remained  there  until  1877 
when  it  moved  back  to  Fre- 
mont. The  paper  failed  in  1879 
and  several  years  passed 
before  it  was  resurrected  in  the 
town  of  New  Bern. 

Elder  J.  M.  Barfield  became 
editor  shortly  after  this.  At 
first,  the  publication  was 
housed  in  an  office  located  in 
Snow  Hill;  but  when  Barfield 
found  it  inconvenient  to  go  from 
his  farm  in  the  country  to  Snow 
Hill,  he  moved  the  Press  to  Or- 
mondsville,  near  his  country 
home. 

In  1895,  the  paper  finally  set- 
tled in  Ayden  when  Barfield 
bought  a  lot  and  moved  the 
press  on  the  east  side  of  the 
railroad  where  it  stayed  until 
1913,  when  a  fire  burned  the 
building  almost  to  the  ground. 
The  paper  swung  toward 
failure  for  several  years  after 
the  fire  until  1917,  when  a  well- 
to-do  farmer,  Alex  T.  Dawson, 
erected  a  new  brick  building  on 
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Pitt  Street,  behind  the  old  high 
school,  and  offered  it  to  the 
Press.  The  facility  moved 
again  in  1928  to  a  location  on  the 
west  side  of  the  railroad  tracks 
in  Ayden,  located  near  the  A.  C. 
L.  Depot,  where  it  remained  un- 
til 1942. 

The  1942  location  was  also 
near  the  railroad  tracks  in 
Ayden,  on  the  corner  of  East 
Avenue  and  Second  Street.  The 


building  was  given  to  the  town; 
of  Ayden  several  months  ago  by/ 
a  subsequent  owner.  The  town 
contracted  out  the  deomolition 
of  the  structure  and  the 
building  is  no  more  than  a  pile 
of  rubble  at  this  time. 

Although  the  Press  moved  to 
its  present  Lee  Street  location 
in  1967,  we  are  all  saddened  as 
yet  another  page  of  our  history 
is  turned. 


The  Press  facility  as  it  was  some  thirty  plus  years  ago. 


The  top  photo  was  taken  of  the  rear  section  of  the  building  several  weeks  ago. 
The  bottom  picture,  taken  from  the  front,  boasts  a  heap  of  rubble,  all  that  is  left  of 
the  old  Press  facility. 
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WHAT  DOES  THE  MONEY  YOU  GIVE 
TO  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  PROVIDE? 

Your  gifts  to  Foreign  Missions  provide  a  variety  of  things  in  the  lands  where  we 
minister. 

Foremost  on  the  list  is  to  share  the  gospel  and  establish  churches.  This  past 
year  805  people  came  to  know  the  Lord  because  of  our  work  in  India,  Mexico,  and 
the  Philippines.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  these  precious  ones,  but  realize  that  there 
are  millions  more  who  desperately  need  to  know  Him. 

We  support:  37  workers  in  India 

20  workers  in  the  Philippines 
8  workers  in  Mexico 

We  also  support  two  full-time  missionaries  in  the  Philippines.  We  provide 
transportation  to  and  from  the  field  and  all  related  expenses  for  their  ministry  while 
on  the  field. 

The  only  United  States  staff  we  have  is  a  director  and  secretary.  We  handle  all 
funds  and  distribute  them  to  the  various  fields.  We  are  in  charge  of  all  field  and 
missionary-related  business,  all  promotion,  and  communication  with  churches, 
pastors,  and  individuals.  We  also  provide  direction  from  the  Board  to  the  various 
fields,  and  search  for  ways  to  improve  the  program  and  expand  our  work. 

We  operate  a  Bible  School  in  the  Philippines.  Your  gifts  provide  for  the  educa- 
tion of  workers,  for  upkeep,  staff  needs,  and  for  construction.  We  provide 
Theological  Education  by  Extension  for  the  workers  in  Mexico.  Fifteen  are  enrolled 
in  this  program  now.  We  operate  12  elementary  schools  in  India  and  hope  to  open 
many  more  in  the  near  future.  We  provide  funds  for  church  and  school  construction. 
We  provide  funds  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  hundreds  of  Bibles  and 
gospel  tracts  each  year.  We  provide  relief  funds  for  food,  medicine,  wells  for  the 
clean  water,  irrigation  systems,  and  funds  for  cottage  industries.  We  help  pastors 
with  bicycles  and  other  means  of  transportation,  when  necessary.  We  also  work  in 
other  areas  as  needs  arise  to  make  sure  we  do  an  effective  and  efficient  job  for 
world  missions. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  composed  of  five  members:  Marvin  Waters, 
chairman;  Norman  Ard,  Wayne  King,  Henry  Armstrong  Jr.,  and  Ed  Miles.  The  Board 
maintains  an  office  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Headquarters  in  Ayden.  The  mailing  ad- 
dress is  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513;  phone:  746-4963. 

Plans  for  the  future  include  a  program  for  India,  called  "India  Now."  The  time  is 
now  for  the  church  to  make  an  all-out  effort  to  reach  India  with  the  gospel.  The  door 
is  open,  the  harvest  is  ripe.  Now  is  the  time  to  reap.  (More  information  will  be  given 
about  this  program  in  future  publications.) 

We  hope  to  make  a  decision  on  work  in  Nigeria  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Please 
keep  this  on  your  prayer  list.  Things  look  very  positive. 

We  are  expecting  great  strides  forward  from  each  of  our  fields  in  1985,  but 
much  of  this  depends  on  your  faithful  prayer  and  financial  support. 

You  can  see  that  your  gifts  for  Foreign  Missions  reach  around  the  world,  and 
touch  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  through  our  missionaries  and  workers. 

December  is  Foreign  Missions  Month.  Funds  for  this  year  are  again  running 
below  the  budget  approved  by  the  State  Convention.  You  can  help  correct  this  by 
giving  a  generous  offering  for  Foreign  Missions  during  the  Christmas  season.  It's 
the  birthday  of  Jesus.  Let's  give  so  His  gospel  can  be  shared  around  the  world. 

Harold  Jones 
Director- Treasurer 
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Enrollment  Comparison 


Fall  Semester: 

1QQQ  1AQI 

Total 

1983  198k 

Junior  Classification 

61 

Sophomore 

Classification 

108  124 

Freshman 

Classification 

229  228 

Other 

8  7 

Total 

345  420 

ANALYSIS  OF  ACADEMIC 

ON-CAMPUS  CREDIT 

ENROLLMENT 

As  of  October  1,  1984 

1983  198k 

Resident 

243  265 

Commuting 

102  155 

Total 

345  420 

Full  Time 

313  371 

Part  Time 

32  49 

Total 

345  420 

FULL-TIME 

EQUIVALENT  OF 

TOTAL  ENROLL- 

MENT 

324  388 

HISTORY  OF  DINNER  GD7TS 

TO  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Year 

Amount 

1963 

$  52,093 

1964 

53,371 

1965 

50,207 

1966 

55,777 

1967 

54,882 

1968 

53,803 

1969 

57,086 

1970 

37,873 

1971 

51,241 

1972 

61,261 

1973 

59,759 

1974 

66,824 

1975 

83,680 

1976 

92,733 

1977 

101,666 

1978 

118,273 

1979 

134,496 

1980 

143,747 

1981 

150,414 

1982 

154,697 

1983 

166,181 

1984 

183,382 

TOTAL 

$1,983,446 

County/ Area 

Beaufort 
Carteret 
Craven 
Duplin 

Edgecombe-Halifax 
Greene 

Johnston- Wake 

Jones 

Lenoir 

Nash 

Onslow,  New  Hanover 

Brunswick 
Pamlico 
Pitt 

Sampson,  Harnett, 

Cumberland 
Washington,  Martin, 

Tyrrell,  Pasquotank 
Wayne 
Wilson 
TOTAL 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  DINNERS 
Comparative  Report:  1983-1984 

Number 

of 
Bridge 
Builders* 


1983 
Gifts 

8,034 
8,932 
10,471 
9,041 
6,659 
11,158 
24,855 

2,352 
7,162 
3,235 

2,427 
7,843 
15,813 

8,311 

4,724 
18,442 
16,723 


1984 
Gifts 

7,933 
7,636 
10,551 
10,060 
7,966 
10,555 
26,681 

2,133 
6,482 
3,663 

2,769 
7,613 
20,227 

8,762 

5,136 
25,853 
19,362 


Differ- 
ence 

\  (101) 
(1,296) 
80 
1,019 
1,307 
(603) 
1,826 

(219) 
(680) 
428 

342 
(230) 
4,414 

451 

412 
7,411 
2,639 


1984 
Chairman 


19  Billy  Gurkin 

16  David  Ward 

24  Marice  DeBruhl 

22  William  D.  Thigpen 

10  Rufus  Harrell 
16  Lena  Walston 
27  Donald  Coates 

Philip  Boykin 

3  Mildred  Jenkins 

11  Stanley  Jenkins 
8  Lester  Duncan 

2  O.  B.  Taylor 

6  Reginald  Caroon 

64  Dot  Dail 

13  C.  Felton  Godwin 


$166,182  $183,382  $  17,200 


10 
39 
29 
319 


David  Cahoon 
Colby  Benton 
James  B.  Hunt  Sr. 


•Bridge  Builders  are  donors  who  made  unrestricted  gifts  of  $100  or  more  at  the  dinners. 


COLLEGE  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  VISIT  SCHOOLS 

Mount  Olive  College,  along  with  other  North  Carolina  colleges 
and  universities,  continues  to  participate  in  the  College  Day  pro- 
grams of  local  high  schools  and  technical  colleges.  Please  note 
when  the  program  will  be  held  in  your  area  and  encourage  students 
in  your  family,  your  community  and  your  church  to  talk  to  the 
Mount  Olive  College  representative. 

The  schedule  for  the  week  of  December  3-7  follows. 

Monday,  December  3 

8:30-10:00   Bear  Grass  and  Roanoke  High  Schools  at  Roanoke 

High  School,  Robersonville 
10:30-12:00    Jamesville  and  Williamston  High  Schools  at  Williamston 

High  School,  Williamston 
7:00-  8:30   Rocky  Mount  Senior  High,  Rocky  Mount 


Tuesday,  December  4 

9:00-10:00 
1:00-  2:00 


7:00-  8:15 


Southwest  Edgecombe  High  School,  Pinetops 
Tarboro  Senior  High,  Tarboro-Edgecombe  Academy 

and  North  Edgecombe  High  School  at  Tarboro  Senior 

High,  Tarboro 
Greenfield  Academy,  N.E.W.  Academy,  Rocky  Mount 

Academy  and  Wilson  Christian  School  at  Greenfield 

Academy,  Wilson 


Wednesday,  December  5 


8:30-  9:45  Beddingfield  Senior  High,  Wilson 

10 : 15-11 : 30  Ralph  L.  Fike  Senior  High,  Wilson 

2:00-  3:15  James  B.  Hunt  High  School,  Wilson 

6:30-  8:00  Goldsboro  High  School,  Goldsboro 
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"*  fhursday,  December  6 

-il  8:30-10:00   Charles  B.  Aycock  High  School,  Pikeville 

10:30-12:00   Eastern  Wayne  High  School,  Goldsboro 
1:00-  2:00   Rosewood  High  School,  Goldsboro 

%» 

rriday,  December  7 

9:30-12:00   Johnston  County  Schools  (Clayton,  North  Johnston, 

Princeton,  South  Johnston)  at  Smithfield-Selma  Senior 
High  School,  Smithfield 

FACULTY  SPEAKING  ENGAGEMENTS, 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  2 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president,  Bethany  Church,  near  Win- 
:erville,  9:45  a.m.  combined  Sunday  school  classes  and  11  a.m.  wor- 
ship service.  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  is  pastor. 

Frank  Harrison,  chaplain,  Smith's  New  Home  Church,  near 
Winston,  7:30  p.m.,  service  sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
Harrison  will  be  speaking  on  "The  Incarnation  and  Evangelism." 
rhe  Rev.  A.  B.  Bryan  is  pastor. 


czAfsvui  an  a1  JVots± 


Mr.  Paxton  Price 
Honored 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Route  2, 
Bladenboro,  held  its  annual 
homecoming  services  on  Sun- 
day, September  23,  1984.  Ser- 
vices began  at  10  a.m.  Before 
the  morning  message  was 
given  the  people  of  Oak  Grove 
]  Church  honored  a  person  who 
has  meant  so  much  to  the 

I  church's  past  and  yet  today  is 
1,1  still  found  on  the  firing  line  for 

II  Christ  and  His  church. 

In  the  Book  of  Nehemiah  in 
the  Old  Testament  there  were 
two  very  important  things  that 
needed  to  be  done.  First,  the 
,  walls  of  Jerusalem  had  to  be 
rebuilt,  and  second,  once  the 
Word  of  God  had  been  found  it 
had  to  be  taught  and  the  people 
led  in  what  most  Bible  readers 
believe  to  be  the  forerunner  of 
the  modern  day  Sunday  school. 
These  jobs  were  accomplished 
with  the  help  of  Almighty  God 
and  two  of  his  servants, 
Nehemiah  and  Ezra.  In  the 
winter  of  1954,  sometime  in 
December,  Oak  Grove  Church 
was  looking  for  a  man  to  hold  a 
position  in  the  local  assembly 
much  like  the  position  Ezra  was 
j called  upon  to  fill  in  the  Book  of 


Nehemiah.  His  duties  in  the 
years  since  have  included  the 
following  (which  by  no  means 
is  complete  for  possibly  only  he 
and  God  know  all  the  things  he 
has  been  called  to  do):  (1) 
teach  the  Word  of  God,  (2)  pray 
for  the  sick,  (3)  serve  at  the 
Lord's  Supper,  (3)  pass  out 
quarterlies,  (5)  correct  chil- 
dren who  were  misbehaving  in 
church,  (6)  visit  the  shut-ins, 
(7)  witness  to  the  lost,  (8)  help 
with  the  baptizing  of  new  con- 
verts, (9)  work  on  the  fellow- 
ship hall  during  its  construc- 
tion, (10)  help  with  prayer 
meetings  in  the  homes,  (11) 
serve  on  the  deacon  board,  (12) 
sing  bass  "sometimes,"  but 
you  might  have  to  listen  close  to 
catch  him  at  this,  (13)  comfort 
the  bereaved,  (14)  pick  out  a 
substitute  teacher  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice  upon  learning 
that  the  regular  teacher  wasn't 
at  church,  (15)  iron  out  prob- 
lems in  the  operation  of  the 
church  that  no  one  ever  knows 
about,  (16)  serve  as  chairman 
of  the  deacon  board  and  (17) 
last  of  all  (which  could  be 
followed  by  many  other  duties) 
the  one  which  will  tell  you  who 
this  man  of  God  is  and  has  been 
for  the  past  thirty  years  come 
January. 

He  is  the  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school,  Mr.  Paxton 
Price. 


For  thirty  consecutive  years 
the  people  at  Oak  Grove  Church 
have  placed  confidence  in  this 
man  when  voting  time  came  in 
the  church.  He  possesses  a 
strong  Christian  character  and 
faith.  The  people  of  Oak  Grove 
Church  would  like  to  join  in 
with  the  Word  of  God  in  saying 
"Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant."  Thank  you 
for  leading  the  people  of  Oak 
Grove  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
by  leading  this  Sunday  school  in 
the  study  of  the  Bible.  Of  course 
they  all  know  that  a  good  man 
of  God  must  have  a  good 
woman  of  God  to  do  all  the 
things  that  Mr.  Price  has  been 
called  to  do.  Mr.  "Pax,"  the 
people  of  Oak  Grove  are 
thankful  that  God  allowed  you 
and  your  wife,  Miss  Lucy,  the 
opportunity  to  serve  and  live  in 
the  community.  Your  faith  and 
zest  for  life  is  a  continuing 
challenge  and  inspiration  to  all 
of  us  who  know  and  love  you. 

Before  the  morning  message 
was  given,  Mr.  G.  C.  Bryan 
presented  a  plaque  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Price  as  each  member  of 
the  congregation  filed  by  and 
shook  their  hands  to  show  their 
love  for  the  couple. 

After  the  presentation  of  the 
plaque,  the  Rev.  David  Charles 
Hansley,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  Wilmington,  brought 
the  morning  message  taken 
from  Isaiah  6:8,  9.  The  topic 
was  "Will  We  Return  to  Chris- 
tian Religion?"  Following  the 
service  everyone  joined  in  the 
fellowship  hall  for  lunch  and 
fellowship. 

The  Rev.  James  B.  Hardee  is 
pastor  of  Oak  Grove  Church. 

Catalpa  Church 
Licenses  Minister 

Catalpa  Church,  by  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Ordaining  Council 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference, 
has  licensed  Gary  Patterson  to 
preach.  He  is  interested  in  fill- 
ing in  on  a  supply-pastor  basis. 
To  contact  him  call  (919) 
868-1845  in  Fayetteville ;  or  call 
his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Alton 
Howard,  at  (919)  424-3844. 
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THE  LIFE  OF  A  HOME  MISSIONARY 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it  must  be  like 
to  be  a  home  missionary?  Well,  walking  in 
someone  else's  shoes  is  usually  much  different 
than  we  first  suppose.  We  fail  to  see  the  com- 
plications that  may  exist ;  we  overlook  bad  situa- 
tions that  just  might  arise;  and  find  ourselves 
fantasizing  that  no  one  has  it  as  quite  as  bad  as 
we  do.  We  think  about  the  easy  life  missionaries 
must  have,  especially  since  so  many  of  their 
financial  needs  are  met. 

Well,  things  are  not  always  as  we  might 
think.  The  role  of  a  home  missionary  is  a  diverse 
one.  To  prove  this,  examine  the  listings  that 
follow  of  the  Rev.  Bob  Harber's  activities.  Mr. 
Harber  is  a  home  missionary  to  the  H'mong  peo- 
ple in  California.  As  you  study  his  reports,  think 
of  ways  that  you  could  help  in  his  ministry.  Your 
prayer  life  will  surely  be  better  directed  as  a 
result  of  looking  at  his  activities. 

RESUME  OF  ACTIVITIES,  SEPTEMBER,  1984 

September  1:  Lao  Evangelical  Church  National  Board 
Meeting  at  our  home. 

September  2:  Field  missionary  trip  to  Merced  Lao 
Evangelical  Church.  Dollie  spoke  for  ladies'  group; 
preached  for  worship  (19  came  for  prayer). 

September  5:  Bible  study  and  business  meeting,  Santa  Ana 
General  Baptist- 

September  9:  Field  missionary  visit  to  Tulare  Lao  Evange- 
lical Church.  Attended  worship  at  Tulare  Brethren  in 
Christ;  public  appreciation  for  the  use  of  their  church 
building.  Preached  for  Lao  Evangelical  Church  worship 
(11  came  for  prayer). 

September  12:  Attended  Bible  study,  Santa  Ana  General  Bap- 
tist. 

September  14:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao 
Evangelical  Church. 

September  15:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Merced  Lao 
Evangelical  Church. 

September  16:  Mission  trip  to  Modesto :  preached  for  worship 
in  Tuo  By  Ly's  home  (40  present) ;  temporary  church  of- 
ficers were  elected.  Took  church  leaders  to  look  at  Gen- 
eral Baptist  church  buildings. 

September  19:  Attended  Bible  study,  Santa  Ana  General 
Baptist. 

September  21:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao 
Evangelical  Church. 

September  21-22:  Attendance,  Sheffield  Association  and 
Presbytery  at  the  Ocean  View  General  Baptist  Church. 
(Gave  Mission  report  to  the  association;  was  elected 
to  associational  Home  Missions  Board. ) 

September  22:  Meeting  with  Lao  Evangelical  Church  Nation- 
al Board  Executive  Committee. 

September  23:  Field  missionary  visit  to  Banning,  Lao  Evan- 
gelical Church.  (Spoke  for  Banning  Lao  Evangelical 
Church  worship. ) 

September  26:  Attendance  Bible  study,  Santa  Ana  General 
Baptist. 

September  27:  Language  study  at  our  home. 
September  28:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao 
Evangelical  Church. 


September  29:  Met  with  Santa  Ana  Lao  Evangelical  Churcl 
Board. 

September  30:  Preached  for  Tulare  Lao  Evangelical  Churclf 
(about  70  present,  served  the  Lord's  Supper).  Attendee 
Fellowship  Supper,  Central  General  Baptist,  Modesto 
Attended  evening  worship,  Central  General  Baptist 
Modesto.  Open  discussion  with  the  Central  General  Bap 
tist  congregation  about  the  use  of  their  building  by  th< 
Modesto  Lao  Evangelical  Church. 

RESUME  OF  ACTIVITIES,  OCTOBER,  1984 

October  1 :  Picked  up  Fre  Will  Baptist  pastors  at  Long  Bead 
Airport  and  drove  to  Merced  (300  miles). 

October  2-6:  Central  California  Lao  Evangelical  Churcl1 
Christian  Leaders'  Seminar,  Merced. 

October  7 :  Field  missionary  visit  to  Stockton  Lao  Evangeli' 
cal  Church.  Talked  with  Pheng  Lo,  lay-leader,  and  Niru 
Lo,  pastor;  things  are  looking  better,  attendance  stil1 
not  very  good.  Preached  at  Stockton  Lao  Evangelica 
Church.  Attended  first  worship  service  of  Modesto  Lai 
Evangelical  Church  in  the  Central  General  Baptist  build 
ing.  The  Rev.  Glenn  preached  at  Modesto  Lao  Evangeli 
cal.  The  Rev.  Eakes  spoke  for  youth  and  preached  a 
Merced  Lao  Evangelical  Church. 

October  9-13:  Southern  California  Lao  Evangelical  Churcl 
Christian  Leaders'  Seminar,  Santa  Ana  Lao  Evangelica 
Church. 

October  12 :  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao  Evan 
gelical  Church. 

October  14:  Mr.  Glenn  spoke  for  youth  and  preached  at  Sante 
Ana  Lao  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Eakes  spoke  for  youtH 
and  preached  at  Banning  Lao  Evangelical  Church. 

October  16:  Language  study  at  our  home. 

October  17:  Bible  study,  Santa  Ana  General  Baptist.  Christ, 
mas  music  practice  with  American  and  H'mong  youth. 

October  19:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao  Evan<' 
gelical  Church.  Dollie  met  with  Financial  Resource  Com- 
mittee to  discuss  Proposals  for  Federal  Grants  for  Re-? 
fugees. 

October  21:  Attended  Sunday  school  and  worship,  Ocean 
View  General  Baptist.  Dollie  led  singing  for  morning 
worship.  Attended  evening  worship,  Santa  Ana  Genera^ 
Baptist.  Left  for  General  Association  of  General  Bap-! 
tists  in  Tampa,  Florida. 

October  22-25:  Attended  the  General  Association  of  General 
Baptist  in  Tampa,  Florida. 

October  27-28:  Sick  with  "bad-cold" ;  cancelled  appointments) 
of  teaching  in  Merced  and  preaching  in  Fresno  Lao: 
Evangelical  Church. 

October  28:  Attended  morning  worship  Ontario  General 
Baptist. 

October  30:  Language  study  at  our  home  (we  both  know 
Phaab  ib,  ob,  peb,  pi  or  page  1,  2,  3;  also  she-g-gloaj 
"Till  we  meet  again,"  it  won't  be  long  now  'til  I  will  bej 
preaching  in  H'mong  at  this  rate.) 

October  31 :  Bible  study  and  Christmas  music  practice  with 
both  American  and  H'mong  youth. 

SUMMARY  OF  SEMINARS 

Merced,  October  2-6,  1984 


Number  enrolled  22 

Men  Enrolled  1* 

Ladies  Enrolled   8 

Enrolled  from  Merced  14 

Enrolled  from  Modesto   3 

Enrolled  from  Stockton   3 

Enrolled  from  Fresno   1 

Enrolled  from  Tulare    1 

Average  Attendance,  days   8 

Average  Attendance,  evenings   16 
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The  Revs.  Glenn  and  Eakes  did  an  excellent  job 
eaching.  Plans  were  made  for  me  to  complete  the  Study 
bourse  on  Christian  Theology  at  Merced,  November  23  and 
4. 

Mrs.  Glenn  had  discussion  groups  and  taught  lessons  on 
iubjects  selected  by  the  H'mong  ladies,  plus  some  American 
hristian  songs  three  evenings  during  the  week. 

Santa  Ana,  October  9-13,  1984 

Number  Enrolled  41 

Men  Enrolled  16 

Ladles  Enrolled  25 

Enrolled  from  Santa  Ana  36 

Enrolled  from  Modesto   1 

Enrolled  from  Merced   1 

Enrolled  from  Banning   3 

Average  Attendance,  days  10 

Average  Attendance,  evenings   25 

The  Revs.  Glenn  and  Eakes  did  a  very  good  job  teaching 
heir  classes,  also  relating  to  the  people. 

Mrs.  Glenn  and  Dollie  conducted  discussion  groups  and 
aught  lessons  on  subjects  selected  by  the  H'mong  ladies  plus 
ome  American  songs.  Each  day's  activities  were  concluded 
iy  Question  and  Answer  Sessions  and/or  testimonies  with  the 
ntire  group  together.  The  next  Christian  Leaders'  Seminar 
hould  be  just  after  school  is  out  next  spring. 

FIELD  MISSIONARY  ITINERARY, 
NOVEMBER  1984 

November  1:  Planning  meeting  for  Lao  Evangelical  Nation- 
al Church. 

November  2:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao 
Evangelical  Church. 

November  4:  Field  missionary  visit  with  Santa  Ana  Lao 
Evangelical  Church.  Spoke  for  youth  group  meeting. 
Preached  for  Lao  Evangelical  Church  worship.  Dollie  ob- 
served Lao  Evangelical  Church  Sunday  school. 


November  4:  Mission  Program  Presentation  at  the  Ontonio 
General  Baptist  Church-field  missionary,  wife,  group  of 
H'mong  youth. 

November  5:  Attended  World  Day  of  Prayer  Program,  Santa 
Ana  General  Baptist.  Some  H'mong  youth  to  sing  for 
program. 

November  6:  Language  study  at  our  home. 

November  7:  Bible  study  and  business  meeting,  Santa  Ana 

General  Baptist. 
November  9:  Leadership  Training  Class,  Santa  Ana  Lao 

Evangelical  Church. 
November  10-12:  Holiday— Dollie  had  November  12  off  from 

school;  we  took  3  days  off. 
November  13:  Language  study  at  our  home. 
November  14:  Bible  study  and  Christmas  music  practice. 
November  17:  Mission  trip  to  Visalia.  Meeting  with  Tulare 

Lao  Evangelical  Church  youth. 
November  18:   Field  missionary  visit  with  Tulare  Lao 

Evangelical  Church.  (Speak  for  Tulare  Lao  Evangelical 

Church  youth;   preach  for  Tulare  Lao  Evangelical 

Church  worship.) 
November  20:  Language  study  at  our  home. 
November  21:  Bible  study  and  Christmas  music  practice. 
November  23-24:  Teach  Christian  Theology  Class,  Merced 

Lao  Evangelical  Church.  Teach  Leadership  Training 

class,  Merced  Lao  Evangelical  Church. 
November  25:  Field  missionary  visit  to  the  Modesto  Lao 

Evangelical  Church.  (Speak  for  Modesto  Lao  Evangeli- 
cal Church  youth;  preach  for  Modesto  Lao  Evangelical 

Church  worship. ) 
November  26-29:  Attend  Fuller  Institute  Seminar,  "How  to 

Plant  a  Church,"  at  Pasadena,  California. 
November  28:  Bible  study  and  Christmas  music  practice, 

Santa  Ana  General  Baptist. 
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HALLOWEEN 
SPOOKS  AND  FUN 
October  20,  1984 
j  Could  these  be  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists? Surely  our  people  are 
nore  "lively"  than  this!  As 
j'dead"  as  they  may  look,  they 
ire  indeed  very  much  alive.  In 
jact,  this  group  of  people  has  a 
history  of  a  "Living  Ministry" 
ivith  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
bhildren's  Home.  Everett 
phapel  in  Clayton  has  faithfully 
(Scheduled  special  activities  and 
projects  in  coordination  with 
pur  campus  staff  for  many 
Vears  now.  Halloween  "Spook 
plight"  was  the  emphasis  this 
^ear,  and  what  a  night  of  fun 
bid  surprises  it  was.  Mrs.  Mat- 
lie  Henderson  led  the  group  in 
ftiaking  preparations  for  the  oc- 
casion by  preparing  refresh- 
ments and  recruiting  prospec- 
tive "Spooks."  The  group  also 
planned  games  like  "apple  bob- 
Ding"  and  provided  prizes  for 
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winners  (all  children  were  win- 
ners). 

The  brain-child  on  our  end  of 
this  "eerie  affair"  was  none 
other  than  Bobby  Pittman,  Cot- 
tage Supervisor  for  Rodgers 
Cottage  (Dracula  photo).  Bob- 
by worked  hard  at  getting 
Smith's  Cottage  ready  for  our 
Spook  Night,  with  decorations 
and  costume  designs  of  all 
sorts. 

With  the  two  combined,  there 
couldn't  have  been  a  more 
Spectacular  Spook  House  in 
eastern  North  Carolina.  Our 
children  were  scared  out  of 
their  wits— and  loved  every 
minute  of  it!  Our  special  thanks 
are  due  to  our  Everett  Chapel 
family,  and  to  Bobby  for  a 
great  night  of  fun. 
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SUNDAY,  9 
DECEMBER  A 

Scripture  Reading—  Gala tians  4-6 

LIGHT  AND  COMFORT 
IN  A  JAPANESE  PRISON 
Bishop  Heaslett  had  told  a  moving  story  of 
his  prison  experiences  in  Japan.  He  poignantly 
describes  how  one  night  shortly  after  his  arrest 
he  felt  himself  completely  deserted.  He  says: 
"The  uncleanness  of  body,  the  soiledness  of 
mind,  the  hopeless  isolation;  the  complete  iden- 
tification of  myself  with  thieves,  gamblers, 
suspects,  men  who  trafficked  in  women;  the 
ruthlessness  of  the  machine  in  which  I  had  been 
caught  and  in  which  I  was  as  helpless  as  a  small 
fly  in  a  large  spider's  web;  above  all,  what  I 
thought  of  as  being  the  failure  of  my  friends  and 
their  abandonment  of  me;  the  accumulated 
shame  and  weight  of  all  this  brought  me  that 
night  to  bitter  tears  and  the  verge  of  a 
breakdown."  When  he  had  reached  what  seemed 
the  limit  of  endurance  it  was  a  message  from 
God's  Word  that  brought  relief:  "He  was 
numbered  with  the  transgressors."  He  says,  "A 
flood  of  light  and  illumination  came  upon  me  at 
that  moment.  For  the  first  time  and  through  my 
own  experience  I  knew  what  our  Lord  had  suf- 
fered from  His  arrest  until  His  Crucifixion,  as  far 
as  the  human  mind  can  fathom  His 
experiences." 


His  lamp  am  I, 

To  shine  where  He  shall  say: 

And  lamps  are  not  for  sunny  rooms, 

Nor  for  the  light  of  day. 

But  for  dark  places  of  the  earth, 

Where  shame  and  crime  and  wrong  have  birth. 

MONDAY,  o 
DECEMBER  6 

Scripture  Beading— Ephesians  1-3 

LIGHT  ON  A  LIFE  RAFT 
Jack  Crow  of  the  United  States  Navy  has  a 
remarkable  testimony.  "My  ship  was  torpedoed. 
Four  other  men  and  myself  were  on  a  small  life 
raft  for  over  thirty-two  hours.  I  had  my  white 
Testament.  I  had  hardly  read  from  it,  but  sure 
did  read  it  on  the  raft,  knowing  I  was  unsaved 
and  would  be  a  lost  sinner  if  death  should  over- 
take me.  Three  of  the  men  made  fun  of  me,  but 
the  other  man  said,  'Buddy,  read  out  loud  so  I 
can  hear.'  Nightfall  came,  and  one  by  one  the 
three  men  who  scoffed  slipped  from  the  life  raft, 
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out  into  a  dark  eternity,  lost.  We  two  prayed  tha 
if  God  would  spare  our  lives,  we  would  live  fo 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  After  what  seemed  ail 
eternity,  a  light  came  out  of  the  darkness,  i 
great  distance  off.  The  light  came  closer.  I 
rested  upon  us.  I  did  not  think  of  it  as  ; 
searchlight  from  a  United  States  destroyer,  bu 
as  the  Light  of  Jesus  Christ  shining  upon  a  sin1 
ner. 


Then  and  there  Jesus  Christ  came  into  hi 
heart. 

TUESDAY,  - 
DECEMBER  4 

Scripture  Reading  — Ephesians  4-6 

DO  YOU  LOOK  FOR  THE  LIGHT? 
A  missionary  related  her  experience  i 
securing  a  servant  for  her  home.  One  day  a  wel] 
dressed  Chinese  lady  came  and  stated  her  desiri 
to  serve.  The  missionary  demurred,  for  shJ 
wanted  someone  to  make  beds,  scrub  floors,  an'| 
wash  clothes.  The  lady  said  that  she  understood 
Somewhat  mystified,  the  missionary  hired  her) 
She  proved  a  splendid  servant,  attended  all  thJ 
meetings,  and  taught  other  women  to  read.  Oij 
one  occasion  the  missionary,  after  knocking) 
entered  her  room.  The  servant  seemed  embar 
rassed,  and  acted  as  if  she  were  hiding  som< 
small  object.  Some  days  later  the  same  thinj 
happened.  Before  long  she  revealed  her  secret 
"Oh,  Madam,"  she  exclaimed.  "It's  coming 
The  light  on  my  face !  I  used  to  see  the  Christian? 
on  their  way  to  the  chapel.  I  noticed  how  brigh 
their  faces  were.  I  wanted  that  light  for  mysel 
and  thought  if  I  came  to  work  for  you  I  could  ge 
some  of  it.  My  husband  tells  me  the  light  is  com 
ing,  and  I  was  looking  in  this  little  mirror  to  see.' 


Not  only  did  the  light  show  on  her  face,  bu\ 
the  Light  shone  in  her  heart.  She  became  a  brighv 
and  active  Christian. 

WEDNESDAY,  - 
DECEMBER  ° 

Scripture  Reading— Philippians  1-4 

A  LIGHTHOUSE  LESSON 
A  friend  told  us  that  he  was  visiting  i 
lighthouse  lately,  and  he  said  to  the  keeper,  "An 
you  not  afraid  to  live  here?  It  is  a  dreadful  plac< 
to  be  in  constantly." 
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"No,"  replied  the  man,  "I  am  not  afraid;  we 
iever  think  of  ourselves  here." 
I     "Never  think  of  yourselves!  How  is  that?" 

The  reply  was  a  good  one :  '  'We  know  that  we 
ire  perfectly  safe,  and  only  think  of  having  our 
amps  brightly  burning,  and  keeping  the  reflect- 
ors clear,  so  that  those  in  danger  may  be  saved. ' ' 

This  is  what  Christians  ought  to  do.  They  are 
jafe  in  a  house  built  on  a  Rock  which  cannot  be 
noved  by  the  wildest  storm. 


And  in  a  spirit  of  holy  unselfishness  they 
hould  let  their  light  gleam  across  the  dark 
:aters  of  sin,  that  they  who  are  imperiled  may 
e  guided  into  the  harbors  of  eternal  safety. 

THURSDAY,  fi 
JECEMBER  ° 

cripture  Reading— Colossians  1-4 

LIGHT  FROM  ABOVE  NEEDED 
I  recollect  a  story  of  Mr.  Hume,  who  so  con- 
tantly  affirmed  that  the  light  of  reason  is  abun- 
iantly  sufficient.  Being  at  a  good  minister's 
louse  one  evening,  he  had  been  discussing  the 
uestion,  and  declaring  his  firm  belief  in  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  light  of  nature.  On  leaving,  the 
linister  offered  to  hold  him  a  candle  to  light  him 
own  the  steps.  He  said,  "No;  the  light  of  nature 
/ill  be  enough ;  the  moon  will  do. "  It  so  happened 
hat  the  moon  was  covered  with  a  cloud,  and  he 
pi  down  the  steps.  "Ah!"  said  the  minister, 
'you  had  better  have  had  a  little  from  above, 
^fter  all,  Mr.  Hume."  .  .  .  Better  have  two  lights 
han  only  one.  The  light  of  creation  is  a  bright 
ight.  God  may  be  seen  in  the  stars ;  His  name  is 
Written  in  gilt  letters  on  the  brow  of  night;  you 
nay  discover  His  glory  in  the  ocean  waves,  yea, 
p  the  trees  of  the  field,  but  it  is  better  to  read  it  in 
wo  books  than  in  one. 


You  will  find  it  here  more  clearly  revealed; 
or  He  has  written  this  Book  Himself,  and  He  has 
iven  you  the  key  to  understand  it,  if  you  have 
he  Holy  Spirit. 

FRIDAY,  m 
DECEMBER 

cripture  Reading— 1  Thessalonians  1-5 

GOD  AND  THE  TRUE  SCIENTIST 

In  conversation  with  Professor  S.  F.  B. 
torse,  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph,  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Hervey  asked  this  question: 

"Professor  Morse,  when  you  were  making 
our  experiments  yonder  in  your  rooms  in  the 
niversity,  did  you  ever  come  to  a  stand,  not 
nowing  what  to  do  next?" 

"Oh,  yes,  more  than  once." 

"And  at  such  times  what  did  you  do  next?" 
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"I  may  answer  you  in  confidence,  sir,"  said 
the  professor,  "but  it  is  a  matter  of  which  the 
public  knows  nothing.  I  prayed  for  more  light." 

"And  the  light  generally  came?" 

"Yes.  And  may  I  tell  you  that  when  flatter- 
ing honors  come  to  me  from  America  and 
Europe  on  account  of  the  invention  which  bears 
my  name,  I  never  felt  I  deserved  them?  I  had 
made  a  valuable  application  of  electricity,  not 
because  I  was  superior  to  other  men,  but  solely 
because  God,  who  meant  it  for  mankind,  must 
reveal  it  to  someone,  and  was  pleased  to  reveal  it 
to  me." 


In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  inventor's  first  message  was,  "What  hath 
God  wrought! " 

SATURDAY,  ~ 
DECEMBER  8 

Scripture  Reading— 2  Thessalonians  1-3 

WHAT  IS  BRIGHTNESS? 
The  Rev.  Alex  Dodds  of  the  Sudan  Interior 
Mission  tells  the  following  interesting  ex- 
perience: We  had  just  finished  our  morning 
devotional  Bible  study  with  the  men  of  the  school 
for  the  blind.  We  had  been  reading  "Prophecies 
and  Allusions  to  Christ  as  Fulfilled  in  the  New 
Testament"  in  the  Hausa  language.  As  usual, 
keen  interest  was  shown,  and  intelligent  ques- 
tions were  asked.  Then  came  a  question  which  at 
first  rather  puzzled  me.  "What  is  brightness?" 
How  would  one  answer  a  blind  man?  One  blind 
man  suggested  that  it  was  perhaps  like  lightning. 
He  had  not  been  born  blind.  I  asked  the  inquirer 
if  this  meant  anything  to  him.  He  shook  his  head 
in  instinctive  negation.  Then  I  suggested  that 
perhaps  it  was  like  that  great  warm  light  which 
made  the  light  of  the  moon  cold  by  comparison. 
He  knew  that  the  moon  "gave  off"  a  feeling  of 
something,  but  not  anything  like  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  especially  as  experienced  in  the  Sudan.  This 
seemed  to  help  the  man  a  little.  Then  came  the  il- 
luminating description.  How  we  reached  this  ex- 
planation in  our  exchange  of  ideas  I  cannot  be 
quite  sure,  but  it  came  from  the  Lord,  I  know. 
Brightness  is  that  light  which  shines  in  the  heart 
when  we  put  our  trust  in  Jesus  as  our  Saviour. 
This  answered  the  man's  question.  From  this  he 
was  able  to  visualize  brightness,  and  his  face 
shone  as  he  saw!  It  was  fitting  that  the  blind 
millam  (teacher),  who  instructs  these  blind  men 
in  Braille,  closed  with  this  phrase  in  his  prayer, 
"We  do  thank  Thee,  our  loving  Father,  for  il- 
luminating our  darkened  hearts." 

So  may  I  shine — His  life  the  flame — 
That  men  may  glorify  His  name. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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Sunday  <£ctioo[  Jlzaon 


For  December  2 

A  SOURCE 
OF  INSTRUCTION 

Lesson  Text:  Psalm  119:97-105; 

2  Timothy  3:14-17 
Memory  Verse :  Psalm  119 : 105 

The  119th  Psalm  is  an 
unusual  literary  produc- 
tion—one of  the  most  in- 
teresting in  the  Book  of  Psalms. 
It  is  not  only  the  longest  psalm, 
but  it  has  other  distinctions  too. 
It  is  divided  into  twenty-two 
sections,  each  of  which  con- 
tains eight  verses. 

Each  of  the  eight  verses  of 
each  section  begins  with  the 
same  Hebrew  letter,  and  each 
section  features  a  different 
Hebrew  letter,  progressing 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  alphabet.  Thus,  Verses  1-8 
begin  with  the  letter,  Aleph,  the 
first  letter  of  the  Hebrew 
alphabet,  Verses  9-16  begin 
with  Beth,  the  second  letter  of 
the  alphabet,  etc. 

Furthermore,  almost  every 
one  of  the  verses  in  the  psalm 
contains  a  reference  of  some 
sort  to  God's  self-disclosure  to 
man.  Some  of  these  are  "law," 
"ways,"  "statutes,"  "testi- 
monies," "commandments," 
"precepts,'  "judgments,"  and 
"promises." 

The  memorization  of  this 
great  psalm  was  a  favorite  task 
with  which  children  were 
challenged  in  the  Victorian  era. 
Because  of  its  beautiful  reitera- 
tion of  the  value  and  validity  of 
the  Word,  committing  it  to 
memory  would  be  a  rewarding 
effort  to  make  in  our  own  time. 

The  section  of  our  lesson  text 
from  2  Timothy  3  is  a  familiar 
statement  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
relating  to  the  nature  and  pur- 
pose of  the  sacred  writings.  It  is 
an  encouragement  to  Timothy, 
his  "son  of  the  faith,"  to  con- 
tinue in  the  use  of  and  submis- 
sion to  the  revealed  writings 
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that  he  had  known  since 
childhood.  It  is  important  to 
note  the  frame  of  reference  in 
which  Paul  alludes  to  the  Scrip- 
tures. Paul  is  not  writing  to 
someone  who  has  never  ac- 
cepted the  canon  of  the  Old 
Testament,  but  is  sharing  with 
one  who  has  from  his  earliest 
youth  learned  arid  accepted 
these  precepts  as  unquestioned 
truth  and  authority.  Paul  is 
anxious  to  point  out  that  these 
very  Scriptures  do  indeed  help 
one  to  know  the  salvation  of  the 
Messiah,  who  is  Jesus.  They 
also  instruct,  discipline,  and 
mold  us  that  we  may  be 
thoroughly  equipped  to  do 
"good  work  of  every  kind" 
(New  English  Bible). 

As  our  passages  both  from 
Psalm  119  and  2  Timothy  have 
illustrated,  the  Word  of  God  is  a 
source  of  truth  for  the  guidance 
of  our  lives.  It  brings  us  wisdom 
and  expands  our  horizons.  It 
promotes  steadiness  of  life  and 
clarity  of  vision.  It  makes  us 
aware  of  opportunities  for  ser- 
vice and  also  of  whole  areas  of 
blessing  for  which  we  gladly  ex- 
press our  gratitude  to  God.  We 
come  to  take  great  pleasure  in 
learning  of  His  truth  and  of  His 
love.  Above  all,  we  come  to 
know  the  living  Word,  our  Lord 
Jesus.  He  knows  our  joys  and 
sorrows,  our  friendships  and 
fellowships,  and  also,  alas,  the 
sweat  of  our  toil  and  the  scars 
of  our  wounds. 

We  seek  to  meditate  on  this 
Word  in  order  to  let  its  truths 
soak  into  our  souls  and  its  ex- 
amples and  commands  to 
challenge  our  lives.  This  is  a  far 
cry  from  that  type  of  medita- 
tion that  is  mainly  a  self- 
hypnosis  induced  by  concen- 
trating constantly  on  a  single 
word  or  phrase.  Such  a 
repetitive,  trance-inducing  pro- 
cedure seeks  to  deny  or  shut  out 
or  transcend  in  some  way  the 
sensory  world.   By  contrast, 


meditation  on  God's  Won 
enlivens  our  minds  and  spiris 
through  careful  considerate 
of  variegated  truth  to  challeng! 
and  encourage  us  to  live  on 
that  truth  in  our  daily  lives. 


We  are  grateful,  Lord,  for  tt 
Word  of  life.  May  we  not  oh 
honor  it,  but  read  it;  not  oh 
read  it,  but  obey  it;  and  not  on! 
conform  to  its  commands  an 
teachings,  but  delight  in  i 
assurances.  Help  us  also,  oil 
Father,  to  embody  the  attitud 
and  personality  traits  of  tri 
Christ  our  Saviour,  to  whor 
above  all  this  Word  bear 
witness.  May  we  honor  Hi 
cause,  forward  His  church,  an 
rejoice  in  His  every  victory.  I 
His  name  we  pray.  Amen.- 
Standard  Lesson  Commentary 


COMING  EVENTS 

November — Entire  Mont 
Designated  by  the  Nort, 
Carolina  State  Conventic 
as  Children's  Home  Month. 

December — Entire  Month  De; 
ignated  by  the  North  Carolin 
State  Convention  as  Foreigj 
Missions  Month 

December  1— Cape  Fear  Yout 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

December  2 — Advent  Sunday 

December  2— The  Rev.  Bobb 
R.  Taylor,  executive  directd 
of  the  Children's  Home,  wi! 
be  speaking  at  Living  Water 
Church,  Pikeville,  7  p.m.  Th 
Rev.  Royce  Reynolds  is  pas 
tor. 

December  3—  "Messiah"  pre 
sentation  by  Mount  Olive  Co: 
lege  Music  Department, 
p.m. 

December  9— Second  Sunday  ± 
Advent 

December  10— Deadline  fo 

Yearbook  Material 
December  16— Third  Sunday  h 

Advent 
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ecember  22— Western  Youth 
>  Convention,  7:30  p.m. 
December  23— Fourth  Sunday 
in  Advent 

ecember  21^-25— Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  and  Bookstores 
Closed 

ecember  25 — Christmas  Day 
^ecember  29 — Piedmont  Quar- 
!  terly  Conference  and  Ordain- 
I  ing  Council  Meeting 
ecember  30 — Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Scholarship  Day 
ecember  31 — New  Year's  Eve 
ecember  31— Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press   and  Bookstores 
Closed  for  Inventory 
ecember    19 — Children's 
Home   Resident  Christmas 
Vacation 


WILL  YOUR 
HOLIDAYS  BE 
HOLY  DAYS? 


SPECIAL  NOTE 
TO  PASTORS  AND  LAYMEN 

Please  notify  the  members  of 
your  Layman's  League  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Layman's 
League  of  the  Central  Con- 
ference will  be  Monday  night, 
December  3,  1984,  at  Rose  Hill 
Church,  located  in  Pitt  County, 
approximately  5  miles  east  of 
Winterville,  on  State  Road  1725. 

We  will  be  having  a  meal  at 
this  meeting.  The  meal  will 
start  at  7  p.m.,  with  the 
business  session  to  follow  after- 
wards. 

Bring  as  many  of  your  men 
as  possible,  because  we  are  try- 
ing to  have  150  men  at  this 
meeting.  We  have  a  lot  of 
business  to  claim  our  attention. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing 
you  at  Rose  Hill  Church, 
December  3,  1984.  May  God 
continue  to  bless  laymen  as  we 
continue  to  work  in  His  field. 

Sincerely, 
Randall  P.  Beaman, 
Secretary /Treasurer 
Route  1,  Box  406,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580 
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THE  BOOK  CORNER 

by  De  Wayne  Eakes 

larold  S.  Kushner,  When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good 
People.  Avon  Publishers,  1981.  Paperback  $5.95. 

Harold  Kushner  is  a  Jewish  rabbi.  He  serves  a  parish  of  about 
jix  hundred  families,  or  a  total  of  twenty-five  hundred  people.  This 
look  has  come  out  of  a  very  intense  personal  trauma,  the  death  of 
is  son  the  day  after  his  fourteenth  birthday.  At  about  age  three  his 
ion  was  diagnosed  as  having  "progeria"  (rapid-aging  disease), 
j'his  news  came  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  their  second  child. 

Kushner  shares  from  his  heart  the  struggles  he  and  his  wife 
kent  through  in  their  own  personal  faith  due  to  this  very  traumatic 
vent  in  their  lives.  He  begins  this  book  with  the  statement,  "There 
3  only  one  question  which  really  matters :  why  do  bad  things  hap- 
pen to  good  people?" 

!  The  book  is  a  great  treatment  of  this  subject.  It  is  very  honest 
Ifi  its  dealing  with  faith  and  religion  in  the  context  of  the  suffering  of 
ood  people.  The  comments  the  author  makes  on  prayer  are  in- 
Spired  ! 

"This  thoughtful,  life-affirming  book  will  help  you  cope  with 
ard  times  and  personal  pain.  Filled  with  compassion,  it  will  give 
ou  comfort  and  strength  when  tragedy  threatens  to  take  away 
our  faith,  and  help  you  understand  that  God  can  fill  the  deepest 
eeds  of  an  anguished  heart." 

This  is  a  very  good  selection  for  the  mature  Christian  who 
ishes  to  deal  with  this  subject  from  the  standpoint  of  faith.  Our 
ookstores  will  he  happy  to  order  it  for  you. 
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Editorial! 


And  What  Were  You 
Saying  About  the  Weather? 

Church  growth  is  a  lot  like  the  weather.  How  so?  Well,  you 
and  I  do  a  lot  of  talking  about  both  of  them,  but  that's  about  it! 
While  we  may  not  be  able  to  change  the  weather,  we  can  alter 
the  atmosphere  of  our  church.  This  change  may  come  about 
without  anyone  being  able  to  put  a  finger  on  any  one  single 
cause.  We  can  go  into  seven  growing  churches  and  hear  seven  | 
different  explanations  for  the  growth  that  is  taking  place.  One 
thing,  though,  needs  our  consideration:  the  climate  which  ex- 
ists at  a  church  has  more  to  do  with  the  growth  of  that  con- 
gregation than  any  particular  program  ever  will.  You  see, 
when  the  spiritual  climate  is  right,  programs  can  enhance 
growth.  Without  the  right  atmosphere,  though,  true  growth 
will  not  be  realized. 

In  order  for  the  spiritual  climate  to  lead  to  growth,  a 
positive  atmosphere  must  exist.  "Growing  churches  em-  j 
phasize  what  God  can  do,  not  what  we  cannot  do  .  .  .  what  is 
best  in  people,  not  what  is  worst  .  .  .  how  we  can  build  each 
other  up,  not  tear  each  other  down."  While  every  church  has 
its  ample  supply  of  negative  people  (and  one  negative  person 
is  more  than  is  needed),  what  is  needed  are  individuals  who 
exemplify  a  positive  faith  in  their  walk  with  God  and  with  each 
other.  It  should  not  have  required  a  reading  of  The  One-Minute 
Manager  for  us  to  understand  that  we  should  capitalize  on  the 
things  people  do  right— not  spend  all  of  our  time  looking  for 
something  that  is  wrong.  When  right  relationships  exist  be- 
tween people  and  with  God,  a  climate  of  expectancy  can  build. 
The  emphasis  within  a  church  then  shifts  towards  what  can  be 
done  with  God's  help.  Challenges  can  be  accepted  and  dreams 
can  become  a  reality. 

Besides  having  a  positive  attitude,  Christians  should  also 
strive  for  excellence.  Now  there  does  not  exist  one  arbitrary  j 
means  of  measurement  whereby  we  can  all  examine 
ourselves  and  our  churches.  Instead,  excellence  calls  for  all  of 
us— individually  and  collectively— to  do  our  best  with  the 
unique  resources  and  limitations  we  have.  Too  readily  we  ac- 
cept mediocrity— an  unattractive  alternative.  Our  goal  should 
be  the  attainment  of  the  best  in  every  phase  of  ministry  in  j 
which  we  are  involved.  Accepting  such  a  goal  is  nothing  more 
than  our  recognition  of  and  striving  to  be  consistent  with  the 
glory  of  the  Lord.  God  deserves  our  best— that  includes  every- 
thing from  the  way  Sunday's  bulletin  is  printed  to  the  way  the 
choir  sings,  from  the  way  the  teacher  presents  a  Sunday 
school  lesson  to  the  way  meetings  are  carried  out,  from  the 
preparations  made  for  any  church-related  event  to  the  ser- 
mons delivered.  The  level  of  excellence  which  exists  is  an  im- 
portant ingredient  for  the  climate  of  growth. 

The  easiest  path  for  the  members  of  any  church  to  follow 
leads  them  to  focus  primarily  on  the  needs  of  those  already  in 
the  church.  The  mentality  of  growth,  however,  calls  for  them 
to  continually  reach  out  to  others.  The  personal  development 
of  the  church's  membership  increases  their  ability  to  genuine- 
ly care  about  others  and  to  minister  to  them.  When  we  start  to 
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Christmas  Means  the 
Gathering  of  the  Broken  Pieces 


The  Duke  of  Norfolk  once  sent  the  King  of 
England  a  priceless  treasure  as  an  expression 
of  his  love  and  esteem. 

It  was  the  Portland  Vase,  a  rare  antique. 
Because  he  wanted  to  share  his  treasure  with 
the  nation,  the  King  had  the  vase  placed  in  the 
British  Museum. 

At  a  later  date,  so  the  story  goes,  came 
disaster.  It  began  in  the  Duke's  own  home.  His 
chief  servant,  puffed  up  with  pride,  began  to 
plot  to  overthrow  the  Duke.  He  was  caught,  and 
dismissed  from  service. 

Eaten  up  with  hatred,  the  servant  vowed  to 
get  even  with  the  Duke.  His  bitter  mind 
brooded  on  a  scheme  that  he  knew  would  bring 
personal  distress  to  the  Duke  and  his 
household,  a  scheme  centering  on  the  Portland 
Vase. 

The  servant  packed  his  goods  and  left  for 
London.  He  went  to  the  British  Museum  to  find 
the  exact  location  of  the  Portland  Vase.  While 
unobserved,  he  worked  out  his  plan  of  action. 

Eventually,  visitors  left  that  area  of  the 
museum,  and  attendants  were  out  of  sight. 
Quickly  and  quietly  he  climbed  over  the  bar- 
rier. At  last  his  moment  of  revenge  had  come. 


Hatred  blinded  him  to  caution  ...  a  quick 
check  showed  that  nobody  was  in  sight.  With 
both  hands  he  grasped  the  beautiful  master- 
piece and  raised  it  high  above  his  head.  Then 
with  all  his  might  he  sent  it  crashing  to  the 
ground.  His  evil  work  was  done. 

The  crash  echoing  through  the  corridors  of 
the  museum  quickly  brought  attendants  to  the 
scene.  Too  late!  The  priceless  Portland  Vase 
was  smashed  into  a  thousand  pieces.  Shocked 
and  grieved,  the  attendants  swept  up  the  shat- 
tered pieces.  The  antique  was  broken  beyond 
repair— or  so  it  seemed. 

"Save  every  piece,"  the  King  said  when 
hearing  of  this  tragedy.  "This  is  my  most 
precious  and  treasured  gift.  We'll  search  for  a 
man  who  can  repair  it,  no  matter  what  it 
costs." 

So  the  search  for  a  craftsman  to  repair  the 
precious  masterpiece  began  all  over  the  land. 
For  a  long  time  it  proved  fruitless,  the  task  im- 
possible. But,  at  last,  in  the  far  north  of 
Scotland,  a  man  was  found  who  could  do  the 
work.  He  was  a  distant  relative  of  the  original 
creator  of  the  Portland  Vase. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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He  came  to  London  and  for  months  he 
labored.  Working  with  great  skill  and  endless 
patience,  he  picked  up  each  broken  fragment, 
found  its  place  in  the  original  piece,  and 
delicately  fixed  it  back  where  it  belonged. 

You  may  see  the  Portland  Vase  in  the 
British  Museum  today,  very,  very  faintly 
marked  by  restoration.  Though  this  story  is 
reputed  to  be  true,  I  cannot  vouch  for  its 
authenticity.  However,  as  a  parable  it  offers  a 
powerful  illustration  of  the  story  of  man's  fall, 
and  God's  great  love  in  giving  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  to  rescue  lost  mankind. 

Biblical  accounts  tell  of  an  angel  who  lived 
in  Heaven.  Second  to  God,  he  was  brilliant, 
beautiful  and  majestic.  He  was  the  chief  musi- 
cian in  Heaven.  His  name  was  Lucifer,  son  of 
the  morning. 

He  also  had  a  problem  with  pride.  Wanting 
to  overthrow  God,  Lucifer  said,  "I  will  ascend 
into  Heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the 
stars  of  God  ;  I  will  sit  also  upon  the  mount  of 
the  congregation,  in  the  sides  of  the  north;  I 
will  ascend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds ;  I 
will  be  the  Most  High"  (Isaiah  14:13-14). 

Lucifer— or  Satan— changed  from  an 
angelic  being  into  the  Devil,  the  father  of  lies 
and  evil.  He  wanted  to  be  God.  But  his  pride 
was  his  downfall. 

Isaiah  wrote,  "How  are  you  fallen  from 
Heaven,  O  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning!  How 
are  you  cast  down  to  the  ground  .  .  .  you  shall 
be  brought  down  to  hell,  to  the  sides  of  the  pit" 
(Isaiah  14:12,  15). 

Anger,  hostility  and  aggression  are  often 
expressions  of  fear,  guilt  or  jealousy— and  so 
with  Satan.  Hatred  possessed  this  fallen  angel's 
being.  He  determined  to  get  even  with  God,  so 
he  turned  to  God's  most  precious  creation- 
man. 

Diabolically  he  plotted  to  entice  man  into 
pride  and  sin,  so  that  he,  too,  would  fall  from 
glory.  By  destroying  man,  he  would  even  his 
score  with  God. 

In  His  love,  God  gave  man  free  will  either 
to  love  Him  or  not  to  love  Him ;  to  choose  good 
or  evil.  Satan  twisted  God's  gift  of  free  will, 
telling  man  that  if  he  disobeyed  God  he  would 
not  die,  but  become  like  God  knowing  both  good 
and  evil  (Genesis  3:4-5).  He  did  not  tell  him 
that  disobedience  would  bring  alienation  from 
God,  and  enslavement  to  evil  and  death. 

Satan  deceived  man.  He  lifted  him  high  as 
it  were,  and  in  a  flash  of  Satanic  revenge  sent 
him  crashing  to  destruction.  Satan's  evil  work 
was  done.  Sin  entered  the  world— God's  world. 
Man  was  eternally  severed  from  God— or  so 
Satan  believed. 

God  could  have  thrown  away  the  pieces  of 
broken  humanity  and  started  again.  But  He 


didn't.  His  love  for  man  was  far  too  great.  His 
priceless  treasure  must  be  redeemed.  i 

So  He  searched  the  universe  for  someone  ' 
who  would  come  to  earth  and  make  mankind 
whole  again.  But  He  searched  in  vain.  No  one 
could  be  found.  So  He  chose  His  only  Son,  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Only  through  Him  could  the 
Father's  heart  be  satisfied.  Only  He  could  ex- 
press the  divine  love  and  go  to  the  uttermost 
lengths  to  reclaim  lost  mankind. 

"God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son  ..."  (John  3:16). 

So,  at  Christmas,  nearly  two  thousand 
years  ago,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the 
One  who  created  all  things,  the  One  who  with 
His  mighty  power  flung  the  stars,  the  planets 
and  the  galaxies  across  the  heavens  to  the  far- 
thest ends  of  the  universe,  the  One  who  created 
the  tiniest  atom  and  the  largest  sun  and  man 
with  his  complex  mind  and  spirit,  laid  aside 
His  glory  to  become  a  man  Himself.  He  came 
on  a  rescue  mission  from  Heaven  to  earth  to 
make  each  person  whole  again. 

Down  the  hot,  dusty  streets  of  Jerusalem 
the  Son  of  God  searched  out  the  broken  pieces. 
On  the  shores  of  Galilee,  by  a  well  in  Samaria, 
in  villages  and  at  market  places— always  He 
searched.  That's  why  Christ  came  to 
earth— "to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost"  (Luke  19:10). 

When  Christ  healed  blind  Bartimaeus,  He 
was  lovingly  picking  up  a  broken  piece  of  His 
creation  and  gently  placing  him  back  into 
God's  master  design.  And  there  were  many 
others— a  leper,  a  harlot,  a  despised  tax- 
gatherer,  children,  religious  people,  rich  people 
and  poor  people— all  were  part  of  lost  mankind. 
All  were  of  infinite  value  to  God. 

When  God  found  me,  another  piece  of 
broken  humanity,  He  also  picked  me  up, 
forgave  my  sin,  and  placed  me  back  into  His 
great  plan. 

Today  Christ  the  Saviour  is  still  seeking  the 
lost  and  calling  to  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls  everywhere  to  be  forgiven  and  made 
whole. 

"Come  to  me,  all  who  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest,"  Christ  says, 
and  "whoever  will  may  come"  (Matthew  11:28; 
Revelation  22:17). 

Christ's  invitation  is  also  to  you,  dear 
reader.  He  is  calling  you  to  come  to  Him  and 
find  forgiveness  and  wholeness. 

How  can  you  come?  Very  simply.  By  con- 
fessing your  sin  to  Him,  accepting  His 
forgiveness,  and  asking  Him  into  your  life  as 
Lord  and  Saviour.  In  so  praying,  Christ  will 
come  into  your  life  and  place  you  back  into  His 
great  plan  for  mankind.  He  will  give  you  a  new 
heart  (2  Corinthians  5:17).— Selected 
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9  oizign  ^Million*, 

Dear  Christian  Friends, 

In  just  a  few  weeks  Christmas  will  be  here.  Christmas  is  a  special  season 
because  it  reminds  us  of  the  gift  that  God  gave.  He  gave  His  Son  to  die  for  our  sins. 
One  of  the  most  precious  things  you  can  do  this  Christmas  is  to  give  so  Christ  can 
be  shared  around  the  world.  The  Bible  says,  "For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given, 
of  him  shall  be  much  required"  (Luke  13:48).  We  have  the  Gift  (Christ  is  our  Saviour). 
We  have  the  resources  (prosperity  beyond  that  of  the  rest  of  the  world).  We  have  the 
power  (the  indwelling  Holy  Spirit).  Let's  use  our  knowledge,  resources,  and  power  to 
share  the  truth  (the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ)  with  the  whole  world. 

PLEASE  GIVE  GENEROUSLY  THIS  CHRISTMAS  TO  FOREIGN  MISSIONS.  The 
gift  you  give  can  bring  the  Christ  of  Christmas  to  a  dark  and  dying  world. 

Suggestions  of  ways  to  give: 

1.  Add  the  name  "Foreign  Missions"  to  your  gift 
list.  Give  the  average  cost  of  the  gifts  you  give  to 
others  to  Foreign  Missions. 

2.  Give  through  the  "J.  E.  Timmons  Memorial 
Christmas  Fund"  for  Foreign  Missions. 

3.  Receive  a  special  offering  in  your  Sunday 
school  or  church  during  December  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. 

4.  Many  churches  could  decorate  a  tree  with  gifts 
for  Foreign  Missions. 

The  gift  you  give  to  share  the  gospel  around  the  world  will  be  the  most  lasting 
gift  you  give  this  Christmas.  It  will  be  remembered  for  eternity. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Christmas, 
Harold  Jones 

Send  your  gifts  to: 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

Urgent  Message  From  the  Director  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

Please  Read 

Our  budget  for  this  church  year  is  $247,204.03.  This  was  approved  by  the  State 
Convention  in  its  September  session.  In  order  to  meet  this  budget,  we  need  to 
receive  $20,600.36  per  month. 

Contributions  at  the  end  of  October  stood  at  $65,801.30.  This  is  $16,600.14 
below  budget  for  the  year. 

Friends,  the  need  is  urgent.  We  need  to  hear  from  all  of  you  NOW! 

Remember,  it's  your  gift  that  makes  this  ministry  possible.  The  lack  of  your  gift 
will  break  the  program. 

"Not,  how  much  of  MY  money  will  I  give  to  God,  but  how  much  of  God's  money 
will  I  keep  for  myself?" 
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FIRST  IMPRESSION  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 
(Part  III) 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 
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fftHem  in  a  Board  mee 

During  the  time  of  meeting 
and  preparing,  we  received  a 
special  blessing  on  the  day  that 
Caroline  accepted  the  Lord  as 
her  personal  Saviour  and  asked 
for  baptism.  The  place  and  the 
day  of  her  baptism  were  unique 
to  us,  and  we  praise  the  Lord 
for  this  special  gift.  We  thank 
everyone  of  you  who  prayed 
with  us  and  our  family,  and  let 
it  be  an  encouragement  to 
everyone  that  the  Lord  answers 
prayers. 

It  was  her  personal  wish  to  be 
baptized  by  the  Filipino  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Roger  Ludgerio 
Malinao.  And  I  was  more 
aware  of  the  love  of  the  Lord 
towards  all  mankind  without 
any  racial  restriction  or 
backward  feelings  than  ever 
before  in  my  life.  He  shows  that 
the  whole  wide  world  is  His  and 
that  He  has  called  His  servants 
all  over  the  world.  This  is  a 
result  of  your  contribution  and 
the  Lord's  blessings  on  it. 

The  stronghold  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  at  Puerto 
Princesa  is  a  starting  point;  it 
is  one  of  the  landing  places  of 
our  foreign  missions.  That 
small  lot  along  the  airport  road 
is  where  the  church  was  built, 
where  the  Palawan  Bible  In- 
stitute receives  its  students, 
where  the  building  of  the 
library  and  printing  depart- 
ment is  ready  to  start  a  number 


\g  with  Roger  Malinao. 

of  new  ministries.  I  wish  that 
you  all  could  taste  the  many 
blessings  which  have  been 
received  on  that  little  spot. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  our 
ministry?  We  include  you  as  we 
always  did.  It  is  not  our 
Foreign  Missions,  and  it  is 
neither  our  Church,  because 
the  Foreign  Missions  cannot  be 
the  refuge  as  the  church  cannot 
be  our  God.  Our  purpose  is  obe- 
dience to  a  calling  God. 

We  have  not  been  able  to 
start  our  work  because  we  have 
to  prepare  ourselves  in 
language  and  cultural 
knowledge;  however,  we  have 
seen  the  many  blessings  around 
us.  We  have  seen  the  wonders 
of  the  Lord  who  brought  people 
back  who  ignored  their  depths. 
He  brought  back  the  one  who 
could  not  accept  the  Lord  and 
now  he  has  committed  himself 
to  the  work  of  Jesus  laid  upon 
him.  We  have  seen  the  miracles 
in  our  families,  spiritually  as 
well  as  physically.  We  expect 
many  more  miracles  and 
wonders ,  not  to  make  ourselves 
interested  or  to  prove  that  we 
serve  the  right  Lord.  We  see 
them  as  a  free  gift  of  the  living 
Lord  who  needs  witnesses.  We 
need  not  prove  ourselves,  for 
our  message  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
who  died  and  is  risen  from  the 
death  on  the  third  day,  the 
Saviour  of  the  whole  wide 
world. 


RESOLUTION  ADOPTED 

The  following  resolution  wa§; 
adopted  by  Stoney  CreeM 
Church  in  its  annual  busines^ 
meeting  this  year. 

WHEREAS,  much  of  the  work  of  the 
church  must  be  carried  on  by  the 
various  members,  in  voluntary  service 
to  the  Lord;  and 

WHEREAS,  all  offices  require  a 
great  deal  of  work  and  dedication ;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  office  of  Church 
Treasurer  is  both  time  consuming  and 
one  which  requires  many  hours  week- 
ly; and 

WHEREAS,  Will  Sullivan  has  both 
ably  and  faithfully  served  as  the| 
treasurer  of  Stoney  Creek  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  for  the  past  twenty, 
years,  1964-84;  and 

WHEREAS,  he  has  during  those 
twenty  years  given  unselfishly  of  his 
time  and  energy ;  and 

WHEREAS,  he  has  handled  all  the 
funds  of  the  church  with  the  highest  in- 
tegrity; therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED, 

1.  That  we  the  members  of  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
both  individually  and  collectively 
give  him  our  thanks,  and 

2.  That  we  express  those  thanks  in  a 
rising  vote  of  appreciation,  and 

3.  That  a  suitable  plaque  of  apprecia- 
tion be  presented  to  him  in  a  morn- 
ing worship  service,  and 

4.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
submitted  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  for  publication. 


NOTICE 

Mr.  Jerry  Allen  is  no 
longer  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  in  good  standing 
with  the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  of  North 
Carolina.  His  credentials 
were  recalled  by  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  Ordain- 
ing Council  on  November 
4,  1984,  when  he  united 
with  a  National  Associa- 
tion Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference 
Board  of  Ordination 


REMEMBER  TO 
KEEP  THE 
HOLIDAYS  HOLY! 
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FOUNDERS'  DAY  1984 

For  the  first  time  the  annual  Founders'  Day 
celebration  took  place  in  College  Hall. 

Distinguished  alumnus,  Leonard  B.  Woodall 
Jr.,  inspired  those  gathered  with  a  message  of 
"Reflections,  Rejoicings,  and  Recommenda- 
tions." 

The  Board  of  Trustees  also  met  on  Founders' 
[Day  welcoming  new  Trustee  C.  B.  Hinnant  of 
Micro. 

A  day  to  remember  in  the  history  making 
vear  of  1984 ' 

*  '  Professor  Carolyn  Knox  directs  the  Mount  Olive  Concert 

SCENES  FROM  FOUNDERS'  DAY 


Students  sing  a  hymn  of  praise.  (Photos  by  Patti  o-Donoghue.)  (Turn  the  Page) 
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President  W.  Burkette  Raper,  (left),  talks  with  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  B. 
Woodall  Jr.  about  the  Scholarship  Endowment  the  Woodalls  established  for 
ministerial  students.  Mr.  Woodall  delivered  the  keynote  address  at  the  198If 
Founders '  Day  service. 


MOC  Founders'  Day  Charge 

REMEMBER  THE  THREE 
R's:  REFLECTIONS, 
REJOICINGS,  AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Mount  Olive  College  English  Professor 

MOC  graduate  of  1958,  the 
Rev.  Leonard  B.  Woodall  Jr., 
turned  to  the  attentive  audience 
assembled  in  College  Hall  for 
Founders'  Day,  November  20, 
1984,  smiled  openly,  and 
declared  jubilantly,  "Today  is 
Founders'  Day  and  I  want  to 
celebrate  reflections,  rejoic- 
ings, and  recommendations." 
He  turned  towards  the  faculty 
and  added,  "What  a  great  op- 
portunity you  people  have  who 
work  here.  The  students  are 
beautiful  and  eager  to  learn." 

The  sense  of  abundance  and 
jubilation  overflowed  in  the 
centerpiece:  a  cornucopia  with 
fruit  spread  gracefully  and 
plentifully  on  boxed  straw.  The 
middle  of  the  day  seemed  to 
come  alive,  bringing  a 
presence  of  thanksgiving  in  the 
building  so  many  people  across 
the  State  have  supported. 

Reflections 

To  remember  the  three 
r's  — reflections,  rejoicings, 
and  recommendations  — Mr. 
Woodall  began  with  his  own 
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reflections  in  1954,  the  year  he 
first  brought  his  daughter,  Bar- 
bara, to  the  Mount  Olive  cam- 
pus. This  was  the  year  when  the 
girls  had  to  sleep  in  what  is  now 
the  Financial  Aid  office.  "I 
remember  the  furniture  had 
not  arrived,"  Woodall  laughed, 
"and  the  middle  of  Barbara's 
room  was  packed  with  a  ton  of 
plaster.  The  plaster  had  been 
used  to  repair  walls  or  ceil- 
ings and  the  workmen  left  what 
was  unused  in  the  middle  of 
the  room.  Jim  Evans  and  I 
shovelled  up  a  ton  of  plaster  out 
of  that  room.  We  rounded  up 
scrub  buckets  and  powder  and 
went  to  work.  Two  years  later 
the  College  had  changed.  The 
library  was  set  up.  The  lunch- 
room had  been  completed. 
Several  classrooms  were  ready 
to  use." 

Among  Woodall's  reflections 
were  an  English  test  where  he 
had  to  conjugate  the  verb  to  be, 
a  French  class  where  he  had 
to  translate  every  third  para- 
graph of  idiomatic  French, 
and  a  question  Dr.  Raper  asked 
his  students.  Dr.  Raper  had 
asked  several  ministerial 
students  to  identify  the  animal 
that  had  tempted  Eve.  "One 
student  named  the  animal  as 
one  close  kin  to  a  donkey.  But 
do  you  know  that  ministerial 
student  is  now  preaching  and 
he's  good  at  it." 


Rejoicings 

The  second  r  — rejoic 
ings— emerged  triumphantly  m 
Woodall's  Founders'  Day 
charge  to  students,  faculty,  and 
distinguished  guests.  "I  rejoice 
in  my  experience  at  Mount 
Olive  because  when  I  came  to 
Mount  Olive,  I  really  didn't 
know  who  I  was.  I  was  like  the 
sons  of  Willy  Loman  in  Arthur 
Miller's  'The  Death  of  a 
Salesman.'  After  Loman's 
suicide,  the  two  boys  talk.  One 
says  his  father's  dream  didn't 
quite  work  out.  The  other  son 
said  his  father  did  not  know 
who  he  was." 

To  rejoice  in  the  discovery  of 
identity  was  Woodall's  em- 
phasis. His  voice  heightened,  "ij 
thank  you  for  helping  us  to| 
know  who  we  were  when  it 
came  to  learning.  I  thank  you 
for  helping  us  know  we  could 
learn  and  that  we  could  love 
learning.  And  I  say  to  you 
students  today  that  when  you 
go  into  life  you  will  need  to 
know  everything  you  can  and 
more  too. " 

In  rejoicing  Woodall  looked 
across  the  College  Hall  floor, 
his  eyes  moving  beyond  the  ce-, 
ment  into  the  open  spaces 
beyond.  "These  buildings,"  net 
said  with  conviction,  "remind 
us  where  we  are  and  where  we 
were.  Just  a  decade  back  or  so 
this  area  was  filled  with  soy- 
beans, snapbeans,  you  name  it. 
But  we  prepared  to  buy  the( 
land.  People  asked  us  how  we 
were  going  to  pay  for  it,  and  we  J 
did.  When  you  look  at  these 
buildings,  you  see  the  sweat  of 
thousands  of  people  in  North 
Carolina.  Some  bought  steel, 
some  cement  blocks,  some  the 
mortar.  This  building,  College 
Hall,  has  risen  out  of  the  ground 
like  corn  and  bears  fruit.  What 
we  have  here  is  a  miracle." 

To  stress  the  charge  of  rejoic- 
ing, Woodall  focused  upon  the 
students.  "Students,  you  are 
the  finest  thing  that  has  hap- 
pened to  this  College.  What  you 
dream  will  become  a  reality. 
Your  mind  can  expand  in  ways 
you  never  thought  possible.  Ex- 
pand. Stretch." 
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Recommendations 

Woodall's  third  r— recom- 
mendations—provided  a  con- 
crete basis  for  action.  "I 
recommend  three  things.  First, 
plan  to  include  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  your  family  budget.  I  do. 
Second,  plan  to  have  some  fun 
in  your  life.  Third,  plan  to  in- 
clude the  College  in  your  will." 

Woodall  turned  from  his 
three  r's  to  rally  a  final  charge 
to  the  celebrating  crowd. 
'Remember,  you  are  the  salt  of 
the  earth  and  the  light  of  the 
world.  Salt  is  symbolic  for  heal- 
ing, savoring,  and  seasoning. 
Light  is  symbolic  for  passion, 
concern,  and  commitment.  And 
whether  you  can  be  this  salt  or 
light  of  the  world  might  depend 
on  how  you  see  yourself." 

To  clarify  his  emphasis  upon 
personal  perception,  Woodall 
ended  his  address  with  a  story. 
;"There    were    these  two 
buckets,"  he  smiled  as  his  eyes 
surveyed  the  students.  "The 
buckets,  see,  were  filled  and 
Ithen   emptied.   The  second 
;  bucket  sighed  at  the  well  and 
said  no  matter  how  full  he  was, 
he  always  became  empty.  The 
first  bucket  turned  to  the  sec- 
ond bucket  and  said  that  he 
was  thankful  that  he  came 
i  empty  to  the  well  but  went 
\ away  full." 

Pausing,    Woodall  asked, 
"Which  bucket  are  you?" 

The  wind  howled  outside  as 
the  students  emptied  from  Col- 
lege Hall.  It  was  time  to  go  to 
lunch  and  then  to  class.  Echoes 
of  salt  and  light  and  water 
raced  through  the  leaves  of  the 
stark  trees  lining  the  cement 
I  walkways  and  one  could  hear 
1  Woodall's  question  haunt  the 
;  campus:   "Which  bucket  are 
,  you?  Which  bucket  are  you?" 

FACULTY 
j  SPEAKING  ENGAGEMENT 

I  Sunday,  December  16 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  presi- 

|  dent,  Barnes  Hill  Church,  near 
Nashville,  9:45  a.m.  Sunday 
school  and  11  a.m.  worship  ser- 
vice. The  Rev.  Robert  Langley 
is  pastor. 


A  Resolution  of  Appreciation  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss  during  the  Founders'  Day  Ser- 
vice. Mrs.  Ackiss  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  1960  and  has  served  as  Secretary  to  the 
President  since  1965.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are: 
James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  Mrs.  Ackiss;  and  President  W.  Burkette 

Raper.  (Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue.) 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
Resolution  of  Appreciation 
MRS.  JEAN  FILLIN GAME  ACKISS 

Whereas  Mrs.  Jean  Fillingame  Ackiss  has  served  as  Director 
of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Dinners  for  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  since  1978;  and 

Whereas  during  these  seven  years  gift  support  through  these 
dinners  has  exceeded  $1,000,000;  and 

Whereas  Mrs.  Ackiss,  in  addition  to  her  other  responsibilities 
has  devoted  time  and  energy  beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  assure 
the  success  of  these  dinners ; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount 
Olive  College  express  its  profound  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Ackiss 
for  her  faithful  and  dedicated  services  as  Secretary  to  the 
President,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Board  and  Director  of 
the  annual  College  Dinners,  and  cause  this  "Resolution  of  Ap- 
preciation" to  be  duly  recorded  in  its  official  minutes,  this 
twentieth  day  of  November,  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
four. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


James  B.  Hunt,  Chairman 


W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


9 


LIBRARY  GIFT  SUPPORT 

Gift  support  to  the  Mount 
Olive  College  library  has  in- 
creased substantially  during 
1984. 

The  College  needs  13,000  new 
volumes  "as  soon  as  possible" 
for  the  advancement  of  the 
four-year  program.  The 
average  cost  of  a  book  is  $25.  A 
bookplate  will  be  placed  in  the 
book  to  recognize  both  the 
donor  and  the  person  honored 
or  memorialized. 

Contributions  to  the  Mount 
Olive  College  library  are  a 
meaningful  way  to  express  our 
love  and  appreciation  to  family 
and  friends  at  Christmas. 


Mount  Olive  College  Trustee  William  "Bill"  McLawhorn  (left)  of  Ayden  is 
shown  on  a  recent  visit  to  Mount  Olive  College  for  an  up-date  on  the  development  of 
the  four-year  program.  Accompanying  him  were  (left  to  right)  Mrs.  McLawhorn; 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Jean  Dail  Tillett;  and  a  friend,  Mrs.  Hedy  Creech  of  Louisville,  Ken- 1 
tucky;  College  librarian  Gary  Barefoot;  and  President  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  their  visit  was  a  tour  of  the  library. 


HINNANT  NAMED  TO 
COLLEGE  BOARD 


These  Free  Will  Baptist  students  have  been  elected  as  officers  in  the  Henderson 
Science  Club.  Admiring  baby  quail  recently  hatched  at  the  College  Science  Lab  are: 
(left  to  right)  Wanda  Johnson,  vice  president ;  Robert  Overman,  treasurer ;  and  Phil 
Hansley,  photographer. 

(Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue. ) 

SCIENCE  CLUB  ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  1984-85  officers  have  been  named  for  the  Henderson 
Science  Club  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Three  of  the  club's  officers, 
Wanda  Johnson,  vice  president;  Phil  Hansley,  photographer;  and 
Robert  Overman,  treasurer,  are  members  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches. 

Johnson  is  a  member  of  Grant's  Chapel.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie  Johnson  of  Mount  Olive;  Hansley,  who  attends 
Wilmington  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  David  C.  Hansley  ;  and  Overman,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  J.  Overman  Jr.,  attends  May's  Chapel  Church  in  Dudley. 

The  Henderson  Science  Club  is  affiliated  with  the  Collegiate 
Academy  of  the  North  Carolina  Academy  of  Science.  The  club 
publishes  "CANCAS"  the  state  bulletin  of  the  academy. 
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Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
(left),  welcomes  C.  B.  Hinnant  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. 

(Photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue.) 

C.  B.  Hinnant  of  Micro  has 
been  named  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

An  active  member  of  Micro 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Hin- 
nant serves  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  a  deacon,  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  choir.  For  12 
years  he  served  as  the  Sunday 
school  superintendent. 

A  graduate  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  he  holds  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
science  and  has  done  graduate 
work  in  education  at  UNC— 
Chapel  Hill. 

Hinnant  is  married  to 
Margenette  Hinnant,  a  retired 
teacher,  who  taught  Home 
Economics  in  public  schools. 
They  have  two  sons,  Bryant, 
who  lives  in  Texas,  and 
Charles,  who  lives  in  Connec- 
ticut. 
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HOME  BOARD  MEETS 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home,  Inc.,  held  its  regularly  scheduled  meeting,  November  8, 
1984,  in  the  Conference  Room  of  Memorial  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  on  the  campus  of  the  Children's  Home.  One  agenda  item 
was  the  election  of  officers  and  committee  members.  Below  is  a 
listing  of  the  board  and  officers : 


Name 

Conference 

Term  Expires 

! James  B.  Hardee,  President 

Pee  Dee 

1985 

iRebecca  Davenport,  Vice  President 

Central 

1986 

Ijames  W.  Cahoon,  Secretary 

Albemarle 

1988 

Franklin  L.  Vester, 

Assistant  Secretary 

Western 

1988 

Roney  B.  Bunn  Jr. 

Western 

1988 

:Carolyn  S.  Eakes 

Western 

1985 

Eddie  Edwards 

Piedmont 

1987 

Foy  Futrell 

Cape  Fear 

1987 

Leon  Grubbs 

Central 

1986 

Mickey  Newton 

Alumni 

1986 

Iris  Powell 

Eastern 

1987 

Doug  Skinner 

Eastern 

1985 

FAMILY  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 

Gerri  and  Bobby  Cobb  with  Mr.  Taylor,  looking  over  the  seminar  materials. 


During  the  weeks  of  October 
§1,  November  7  and  November 
14,  the  Rev.  Bobby  R.  Taylor, 
executive  director  of  the  Free 
(Will  Baptist  Children's  Home, 
conducted  a  Family  Enrich- 
ment Seminar  at  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Tarboro, 
North  Carolina.  The  main 
topics  of  the  seminar  were: 

1.  The    Family— Communica- 
tion 

2.  The  Family— Time,  Stress 
and  Fatigue 

3.  The   Family-The  Biblical 
Foundation 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  seminar  proved  to  give 
insight  and  stirred  family 
members  emotionally  as  they 
looked  at  their  commitment  to 
their  family  and  their  goals. 

Mr.  Taylor  enjoyed  working 
with  the  members  and  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Stanley  Buck, 
in  this  seminar. 

If  your  church  would  be  in- 
terested in  scheduling  a  Family 
Enrichment  Seminar,  please 
contact  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home. 


Max  Gardner,  member  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Tarboro, 
listing  resource  material  which  was 
presented  at  the  seminar. 


SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT  AND 
A  MINISTRY? 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  invites 
applications  for  the  posi- 
tion of  Development 
Secretary. 

The  Job:  The  position  in- 
cludes administration  and 
secretarial  skills  for 
development.  Secretarial 
technical  training  or  col- 
lege preferred,  but  not  re- 
quired. Applicant  should 
possess  secretarial  skills, 
office  management  capa- 
bilities, abilities  to  work 
with  people,  and  personal 
maturity  and  commitment 
to  Christian  child  care. 

Application  Process: 
Applications  must  be  in 
writing  and  should  include 
a  complete  resume  of 
education,  qualifications, 
experience,  and  refer- 
ences. 

The  position  is  available 
now  and  the  deadline  for 
applications  to  be  submit- 
ted will  be  December  14, 
1984.  Direct  your  applica- 
tion to  the  Executive 
Director  at  P.O.  Box  249, 
Middlesex,  North  Carolina 
27557. 
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SUNDAY,  q 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  —  1  Timothy 

THEY  SAW  THE  LIGHT 
One  black  stormy  night  in  the  combat  zone  of 
the  southwest  Pacific  our  pilots  were  out  to  in- 
tercept an  enemy  warship  fleet.  Six  of  my  closest 
friends  were  in  the  flight,  and  at  dusk  had  com- 
pleted their  mission,  and  all  were  safe,  except  it 
was  dark,  hazy,  and  raining,  and  they  were  200 
miles  at  sea,  away  from  their  home  base,  with  no 
beam  or  homing  device  to  "ride  in."  Their  com- 
passes were  not  accurate,  and  they  did  not  know 
their  exact  position  either.  We,  on  the  ground, 
were  listening  to  them  over  the  radio.  As  the 
time  approached  for  them  to  arrive,  we  turned 
on  some  searchlights,  pointing  straight  up,  hop- 
ing the  pilots  could  see  them.  Time  came  for 
them  to  be  here,  and  not  an  engine  could  be 
heard  and  not  a  wing  light  could  be  seen.  Over 
the  radio  we  could  hear:  Dick  to  Jim,  "Do  you 
know  where  we  are?"  "Pull  up,  Pete;  you're  get- 
ting too  low."  "Can  you  see  the  field  lights 
anywhere?"  "We  should  be  there.  Let's  start  fly- 
ing in  a  big  circle."  "How  much  gas  have  you 
got?"  After  a  few  minutes  of  silence,  and  with 
the  tension  getting  greater  and  greater  by  the 
minute,  there  came  over  the  radio  in  a  clear, 
relieved,  and  happy  voice:  "I  see  the  light! 
We're  saved!  I  see  the  light! "  We  all  breathed  a 
sigh  of  relief  ....  Our  prayers  had  been 
answered.  They  had  seen  the  light  and  followed  it 
home  safely.  The  moral  of  this  true  story  is  self- 
evident. 


//  you  or  your  friends  are  still  groping  blind- 
ly in  a  life  of  darkness,  you  are  lost  and  had 
better  begin  seeking  the  light  and  follow  it  to  sal- 
vation. 


MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — 2  Timothy 

ARE  YOU  KEEPING  THE  LIGHT  BURNING? 

Rudyard  Kipling  and  his  wife  purchased  a 
farmhouse  on  a  mountain  slope  in  an  unsettled 
part  of  Vermont.  One  day  we  are  told  that  they 
tramped  down  the  mountain  back  of  their  house 
across  the  valley  and  up  on  the  next  mountain. 
They  came  to  a  tiny  house  where  a  woman  lived 
by  herself.  "Be  you  the  windows  across  the 
valley?"  she  asked.  Then  she  told  them  how 
much  comfort  the  lights  were  to  her.  Suddenly 


she  looked  afraid. '  'Be  you  going  to  stay  and  kee] 
your  lights  burning  or  maybe  be  you  not?"  Aftei 
that  day  the  Kiplings  always  kept  burning  th< 
lights  in  the  back  of  their  home.  They  even  tool  I 
down  the  curtains  and  shades  so  that  more  lighi 
would  shine  out. 


As  for  your  opportunity  in  your  community 
'Be  you  going  to  keep  the  lights  burning? " 


TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — Titus,  Philemon 

ANOTHER  DIAMOND! 
The  Waldenses  adopted  various  methods  bj 
which  to  disseminate  their  faith,  despite  periU 
and  persecutions.  Some  of  them  assumed  th« 
guise  of  gem  merchants,  in  order  to  gain  access 
to  people's  homes.  After  the  Waldensian  ha(( 
shown  his  wares  and  had  perhaps  made  somt 
sales,  he  would  say,  "If  you  promise  not  t< 
betray  me  to  the  clergy  and  the  civil  authorities 
I  will  show  you  another  diamond— one  that  is  fai 
more  precious  and  lustrous  than  the  others  | 
have  shown  you.  Its  radiant  light  is  able  U 
banish  the  darkness  of  your  hearts  and  illuming 
the  path  that  leads  to  the  heart  of  God."  Then!' 
taking  a  bundle  from  the  folds  of  his  garment  ant' 
unwrapping  it,  he  would  produce  a  Bible  ant, 
seek  to  lead  his  auditors  into  a  saving  acquain'l 
tance  with  its  mighty  truths. 


Thus  many  entered  into  the  ineffable  ex 
perience  for  which  every  human  heart  longs,  as 
naturally  as  the  parched  fields  and  drooping 
flowers  crave  the  advent  of  the  delectable 
showers. 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— Hebrews  1-4 

THE  CAVE  AND  THE  SUN 
There  is  an  allegory  written  for  the  little? 
ones,  but  serviceable  to  the  grown  folks:  Once 
upon  a  time  a  Cave  lived  under  the  ground,  as 
caves  have  the  habit  of  doing.  It  had  spent  its 
lifetime  in  darkness.  It  heard  a  voice  calling  to  it 
"Come  up  into  the  light;  come  and  see  the  sun 
shine."  The  Cave  retorted,  "I  don't  know  what 
you  mean;  there  isn't  anything  but  darkness.' 
Finally  the  Cave  ventured  forth  and  was  sur 
prised  to  see  light  everywhere.  Looking  up  to  the 
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jvjin  the  Cave  said,  "Come  with  me  and  see  the 
jirkness."  The  Sun  asked,  "What  is  darkness?" 

■lie  Cave  replied,  "Come  and  see."  One  day  the 
hn  accepted  the  invitation.  As  it  entered  the 

!  ive  it  said,  "Now  show  me  your  darkness!" 


But  there  was  no  darkness. 

THURSDAY,  1„ 
ECEMBER  16 

jripture  Reading  — Hebrews  5-7 

CHRISTIAN  WITNESS 
At  a  meeting  I  heard  a  missionary  home  on 
i  rlough  tell  of  a  simple  act  of  his  by  which  he  un- 
(nsciously  saved  another's  life.  He  was  on 
lard  ship  and  when  in  his  berth,  one  dark  night, 
1  heard  that  cry— so  awful  to  listen  to  at 
sa— "Man  overboard."  He  arose  at  once  from 
iljs  bunk  and  took  the  swinging  lamp  from  its 
Jacket,  and  held  it  at  the  window  in  his  cabin. 
\i  could  see  nothing;  but,  the  next  morning,  he 
lis  told  that  the  flash  of  his  lamp  through  the 
Irt  showed  to  those  on  deck  the  missing  man 
(jnging  to  a  rope.  He  could  hardly  have  held  on 
Mother  minute.  The  light  of  the  lamp  shone  just 
iltime  to  save  the  man's  life. 


I  Have  your  lamp  of  truth  always  burning; 
cd  be  ready  to  show  the  flash  of  its  light, 
ifrenever  you  hear  the  call  for  help.  On  some 
Cjrfc  night,  you  may  help  to  save  a  poor  soul  who 
%s  fallen  into  the  waves  of  temptation  or 
impair. 

l^IDAY,  14 
IECEMBER 

sjipture  Reading  — Hebrews  8-10 

THE  BIRD  AND  THE  MOLE 

j  Dr.  McCook  imagines  a  conversation  be- 
tieen  a  bird  and  a  mole  which  has  just  pushed  up 
I  head  out  of  the  ground:  — 

j  "What  are  you  making  such  a  noise  about?" 
r  asked  the  bird  as  it  was  swinging  and  singing 
:  the  branch  of  a  tree. 

"O,  the  sunshine,  the  trees,  the  grasses,  the 
iining  stream  yonder,  and  the  white  clouds  on 
h  mountain  side.  The  world  is  full  of  beauty." 

fonsense!  "  said  Mr.  Mole;  "I  have  lived  in  this 
Ipld  longer  than  you  have,  and  I  have  gone 
:,eper  into  it.  I  have  traversed  it  and  tunneled  it, 
id  I  know  what  I  am  talking  about,  and  I  tell 
iiju  there  is  nothing  in  it  but  fishing  worms." 
Let  a  man  live  for  himself  for  all  that  is 

nder  the  sun,"  (Ecclesiastes  1:1-2);  let  him 
:rrow  in  the  earth  and  strive  to  get  satisfaction 
■ '  his  soul  out  of  it  and  he  will  say  with  a  plash  of 

irs  and  sobs  of  secret  longing,  "My  soul  hath 
"  pleasure  in  it,"  "I  hate  my  life." 
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But  let  him  rise  above  the  sun  and  bask  in  the 
splendor  of  God's  light  and  presence  and  he  will 
sing  for  very  joy  of  heart. 

SATURDAY,  15 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Hebrews  11-13 

ALWAYS  A  LAMPLIGHTER 
Evangeline  Booth  relates  an  experience  that 
she  had  at  the  close  of  an  exhaustive  day  of 
speaking  in  London.  A  messenger  asked  her  to 
see  a  man.  As  she  hesitated  he  pressed  her  by 
saying  that  the  man  had  come  from  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  miles.  Miss  Booth  replied,  "By  all 
means;  bring  him  to  me."  "But  he  can't  come  to 
you;  he  is  ninety-four  years  old,"  the  messenger 
answered.  Miss  Booth  hastened  to  the  old 
gentleman  and  he  took  her  hand  in  both  of  his 
and  said:  "I  was  the  lamplighter  for  your  father 
when  he  held  his  first  meeting  under  cover.  I  put 
up  the  wires  and  lighted  the  lamps.  Your  father 
placed  his  hand  upon  my  head  and  said  to  me 
'My  lad,  always  be  a  lamplighter  for  Jesus 
Christ.'  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  have  always 
carried  the  light  for  my  Lord  and  Saviour."  How 
many  of  us  will  be  able  to  say  at  the  close  of  our 
little  day  that  we,  too,  have  had  this  singleness  of 
purpose  in  bringing  the  light  of  Christ  to  the 
world  in  which  we  live? 


There  are  so  many  good  causes  that  demand 
our  time,  strength,  and  money  that  often  we  are 
bewildered,  but  always  we  are  needed  to  carry 
the  light  of  Christ  to  a  dark  and  sin-sick  world. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


Music 

the  perfect  gift  for 
any  occasion. 

Visit  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

and  Its  stores  In  New  Bern, 
Wilson,  and  Kinston;  and  choose 
from  their  selections. 
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For  December  9 

A  SUMMONS 
TO  DECISION 

Lesson  Text:  Ezekiel  2:1—3:3 
Memory  Verse:  Ezekiel  3:1 

Arnold  Toynbee,  the 
historian,  has  said  that  broken 
civilizations  have  not  come  to 
their  deaths  by  assassination, 
but,  in  almost  every  case,  by 
suicide.  The  Scriptures  contain 
abundant  evidence  of  God's 
purpose  for  man,  and  that  pur- 
pose is  not  self-destruction: 
"The  Lord  is  not  slack  concern- 
ing his  promise  .  .  .  but  is  long- 
suffering  to  us-ward,  not  will- 
ing that  any  should  perish,  but 
that  all  should  come  to  repen- 
tance" (2  Peter  3:9).  On  the 
basis  of  this  Scripture,  it  is  not 
His  will  that  any  should  perish. 
And  is  not  His  will  supreme? 

Some  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative,  but  then  ask, 
"Who  then  can  be  lost?"  But 
such  a  conclusion  does  not 
regard  another  most  important 
fact,  namely,  that  God  has 
shared  His  sovereignty  with 
man!  This  is  another  way  of 
saying  that  man  is  a  free  moral 
agent. 

When  the  Law  was  given,  this 
power  of  choice  was  clearly  in- 
dicated: "I  have  set  before  you 
life  and  death  .  .  .  choose  life" 
(Deuteronomy  30:19).  Man's 
freedom  is  also  the  means 
whereby  the  purposes  of  God 
are  realized.  Man  is  free  to 
become  a  child  of  God!  Life  or 
death!  The  Bible  summons  us 
to  a  decision. 

Ezekiel  was  one  of  the  cap- 
tives taken  by  the  Babylonians 
from  Judah  in  597  B.C.  In  the 
midst  of  a  dispersed  people  this 
man  who  was  of  a  priestly  fami- 
ly was  called  to  proclaim  God's 
message.  He  began  to  prophesy 
seven  years  before  the  destruc- 
tion   of    Jerusalem.  While 
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Jeremiah  was  active  back  in 
the  homeland,  Ezekiel  was 
speaking  very  much  the  same 
message  in  Babylon.  It  was  a 
declaration  as  to  why  God's 
people  were  meeting  with 
disaster,  a  call  to  repentance, 
and  a  forecast  of  hope  of 
renewal  and  restoration  to 
God's  favor  and  their  land. 

The  first  chapter  of  Ezekiel 
tells  of  his  vision  of  the  mystic 
winged  creatures  and  the  sense 
of  the  wonder  and  awe  that 
overcame  him.  He  was  pros- 
trated in  humility  and  sur- 
render when  the  vision  seems 
to  have  passed  and  he  heard  the 
Lord  speaking  to  him. 

There  is  a  Chinese  food 
delicacy  known  as  sweet  and 
sour  pork.  This  is  indeed  sweet 
in  part  and  sour  in  part.  It  has 
traces  of  vinegar  and  sugar  in 
its  flavoring.  Many  of  our  life 
experiences  are  like  that.  They 
are  times  of  mixed  joy  and 
grief,  gladness  and  gloom.  So  it 
is  that  many  a  mother  cries  at 
her  daughter's  wedding.  She  is 
truly  happy  that  her  child  has 
found  someone  to  love  and  who 
loves  her.  Yet  there  is  sadness 
that  golden  girlhood  days  are 
ending,  even  though  deeper  and 
more  profound  experiences  are 
at  hand. 

So  Ezekiel  saw  the  writing 
from  God  full  of  sad  and  bitter 
messages  for  the  Hebrews.  Yet 
when  at  God's  direction  he  ate 
the  scroll,  it  was  sweet  to  his 
taste.  In  the  end,  God's  words 
are  full  of  blessing  for  His  peo- 
ple even  though  the  immediate 
impact  may  be  negative  and 
dark.  As  we  have  noted 
previously,  the  end  result  of  the 
doom  of  Jerusalem  was  a 
revival  of  genuine  faith  among 
them,  and  ultimately  a  restora- 
tion to  their  land.  Even 
though  the  whole  Hebrew  na- 
tion seemed  dead  and  hopeless, 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  revive 
them  and  they  would  come  to 


renewed  life  and  enery 
(37:1-14). 

It  is  thus  that  our  lives  ai 
experiences  share  in  Go<jg 
blessing  and  bitterness.  Thel 
is  a  constant  paradox  in  Got'B 
dealings  with  us.  So  Paul,  I 
some  powerful  words  in  2  <T 
rinthians,  points  out  this  mixi 
relationship  of  our  Christian  e  - 
perience.  We  seem  to 
deceivers,  but  yet  are  true;  i 
may  appear  to  be  unknown,  Vi 
are  really  well-known;  we  mv 
be  sorrowful  at  times,  but  stl 
rejoice  always ;  we  appear  to  'ii 
poor,  yet  make  many  rich;  \s 
seem  to  have  nothing,  yt 
possess  everything  (6:8-10). 

It  was  not  possible  for  God ) 
bring  the  blessing  arl 
sweetness  of  new  spiritual  lis 
to  His  people  apart  from  jud- 
ment  and  defeat.  Just  as  a  ba- 
ly  diseased  organ  of  the  boc 
must  sometimes  he  cut  out  4 
cut  off  for  the  welfare  of  tls 
whole,  so  it  was  with  Israt 
The  national  religious  ail 
spiritual  life  had  become  1 
diseased  and  infected  th; 
there  was  no  way  except  tl 
traumatic  surgery  of  exile  I 
cure  them  or  save  them.  W, 
beyond  this,  after  a  recover 
period  there  would  be  ne 
dedication,  new  joy,  and  ne 
trust.  So  the  words  of  judgme* 
were  bitter  in  content,  bi 
sweet  in  their  intent.  So  may  w! 
rely  on  God  amid  every  dai 
and  bitter  day  we  face  and  tru; 
Him  who  can  make  even  tt 
dark  of  defeat  gleam  wit* 
glory. — Standard  Lesson  Con 
mentary 

MINISTER  AVAILABLE  j 

The  Rev.  Billy  Ray  Jordq 
states  that  he  is  available  f( 
pastoral  work.  He  may  I 
reached  at  the  followin 
telephone  numbers:  536-4270  ( 
734-2775. 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
jicare  for  others,  to  plan  for  their  involvement,  we  create  an  at- 
5  mosphere  in  which  growth  results.  Of  course  this  is  easier  said 
i  than  done,  for  each  step  we  take  to  facilitate  ministry  causes 
us  to  struggle  past  our  own  comfort. 

Flexibility  is  a  must,  too!  There  must  exist  a  willingness 
jto  experiment,  innovate,  and  even  to  fail.  Such  cannot  be  pro- 
jjgrammed  nor  commanded.  While  failures  can  be  devastating 
j at  first,  they  offer  growing  and  learning  experiences;  they  are 
not  a  time  for  back-stabbing  nor  should  they  become  an  all- 
consuming  issue.  Almost  no  program  is  so  good  that  it  never 
ijneeds  changing.  When  the  climate  is  right,  adapt,  allow  for 
jrisks,  and  develop  a  sensitivity  to  the  cultural  changes  taking 
\ place  around  us.  (Understand  that  this  does  not  call  for  us  to 
J  compromise  our  convictions.  The  fear  of  such  petrifies  many, 
5 and  golden  opportunities  pass  us  by.) 

It  has  been  suggested  that  "the  serving  spirit  is  a  sum- 
mary of  a  growing  climate.  Where  people  truly  want  to  serve 
land  minister,  they  will  be  positive,  trustworthy,  devoted  to  ex- 
cellence, oriented  to  outreach,  and  flexible"— and  let's  not 
| forget,  committed  to  service.  Almost  everything  in  our  society 
.militates  against  this  spirit  and  we  develop  an  attitude  that  we 
should  be  served,  not  serve.  It  is  time  that  we  stop  asking  peo- 
iple  if  they  want  to  serve.  We  should  assume  they  will  and  ex- 
ipect  them  to— the  question  then  becomes  where  and  how.  An 
expectation  of  and  commitment  to  service  are  necessary  if 
any  church  is  to  grow. 

Well,  now,  the  beauty  of  this  is  that  none  of  these  factors 
icall  for  a  board  action,  a  church  vote,  or  a  consent  on  anyone's 
jpart.  One  can  begin  and  others  will  follow.  It  is  obvious, 
j  though,  that  church  growth  happens  much  quicker  when 
j  church  leaders  are  the  models  for  this  growth— but  anyone 
scan  be  the  first  to  implement  these  principles. 

Each  church  needs  members  who  are  determined  to  in- 
j  fluence  the  climate  of  the  church.  While  we  may  not  be  able  to 
i  do  an  awful  lot  about  weather  conditions,  when  it  comes  to  our 
j  church's  atmosphere,  we  cannot  only  survive  the  existing 
| elements,  we  can  adjust  them  to  help  with  the  harvest.  And  I 
personally  feel  it  is  time  we  do  so. 

Let's  get  ready  for  what  is  going  to  happen. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

i     (Continued  from  Page  10) 

COMING  EVENTS 

endowment  Appreciation  Day: 
^Saturday,    December  8,  at 
30  a.m. 

|This  event  will  honor  and 
Memorialize  more  than  150  in- 
dividuals, families  and  other 
•mors  who  have  established 
tdowment  funds  at  the  Col- 
\ge.  All  events  will  be  held 
College  Hall  and  will  in- 
'Ude  a  President's  Reception, 

ncheon,  music  by  the  Mount 
'live  College  Singers,  presen- 

tion  of  certificates  to  those 

HE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


who  have  established  en- 
dowments and  a  major  endow- 
ment announcement. 

"Messiah":  Tuesday, 
December  11,  at  8  p.m. 
The  Mount  Olive  College  Con- 
cert Choir,  with  volunteers 
from  area  churches,  will 
present  the  "Messiah"  by 
George  F.  Handel  in  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Mount  Olive.  The 
choir  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Knox  of  the 
College  Music  Department  and 
will  be  accompanied  by  an  or- 
chestra. As  a  Christmas  gift  of 


the  College  to  the  community, 
the  program  is  open  to  the 
public  without  charge. 


NOTE  OF  THANKS 

We  would  like  to  express  our 
thanks  on  behalf  of  our  wife, 
mother  and  grandmother,  Mrs. 
David  W.  Hansley,  who  has 
leukemia  and  was  hospitalized 
at  Wayne  Memorial  Hospital, 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  for 
five  weeks.  For  your  faithful 
prayers,  visits,  cards, 
telephone  calls  and  other  ex- 
pressions of  kindness,  we 
humbly  say,  thank  you!  God 
heard  and  answered  our 
prayers.  She  is  doing  better  and 
is  at  home ;  however,  she  is  tak- 
ing medication  daily,  and  has  to 
go  to  the  doctor's  office  twice 
each  week,  also  occasionally  as 
an  outpatient  at  the  hospital. 

Please  continue  to  remember 
her  and  the  family  in  your 
prayers.  We  cannot  find  the 
words  to  really  express  our 
thanks  to  each  of  you.  May  God 
bless  you  for  your  thought- 
fulness  and  love. 

Sincerely, 

The  Family  of  Mrs.  David  W.  Hansley, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley 


NOTICE 

The  following  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Western  Con- 
ference during  its  annual  ses- 
sion on  October  18,  1984. 

WHEREAS,  our  denominational  in- 
stitutions are  extensions  of  our 
churches,  and 

WHEREAS,  some  of  our  institutions 
have  experienced  some  financial  dif- 
ficulties and  struggles,  and  that, 

WHEREAS,  these  institutions  are 
continually  appealing  to  our  churches 
to  "bail  them  out,"  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  we  as  a  con- 
ference encourage  diligent  manage- 
ment and  thrift,  when  possible,  and  use 
the  same  caution  about  heavy  in- 
debtedness that  we  as  churches  use, 
and  this  for  the  reputation  of  our 
denomination  and  the  glory  of  God,  and 
that  it  be  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  published  in  The  Free 
Will  Baptist. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Everette  Harper,  Chairman 
Donald  Coates 
Henry  Armstrong 
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.  .  .  important  details 
about  something  new 
and  exciting  will  be 
revealed  in  it! 
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New  Point  of  View 

/  went  a  sailin'  just  the  other  day 

Up  in  a  big  hot  air  balloon. 

I  thought  I'd  take  some  time  and  get  away 

And  maybe,  take  a  lap  around  the  moon. 

I  got  to  thinkin'  about  the  way  we  live, 

And  why  we  do  the  things  we  do. 

And  while  I  watched  the  world  from  way  up  high, 

I  saw  it  from  a  heavenly  point  of  view. 

From  way  up  here  can't  tell  ya  who  is  who 

The  make  or  model  of  the  cars. 

Tiny  houses  line  the  tiny  streets 

With  tiny  pools  in  tiny  yards. 

They  take  a  lot  of  energy 

For  the  amount  of  joy  they  bring; 

It  seems  a  shame  to  go  and  waste  a  life 

On  such  tiny,  tiny  things. 

We  spend  our  lives  pursuing  earthly  pleasures, 

Chasin'  dreams  that  fade  away. 

Let's  set  our  sights  on  the  eternal  treasures 

That  moth  and  rust  cannot  decay. 

I  learned  a  lesson  just  the  other  day 

Up  in  a  big  hot  air  balloon. 

Say  maybe  you  should  try  to  get  away 

And  spend  a  thoughtful  afternoon. 

—  Jon  Mohr 

Things.  How  often  people— you  and  I— spend  all  our 
energies  attempting  to  accumulate  things.  Unbelievable  chunks 
of  family  budgets  are  used  just  to  pay  off  finance  charges  for 
things  we  just  had  to  have;  megabucks  are  spent  in  our  attempt 
to  keep  up  with  the  mythical  Joneses. 

Will  we  ever  learn  what  we  are  doing  to  ourselves  in  the  pro- 
cess? We  often  reduce  holy  days  into  hectic,  meaningless 
times.  We  lose  out  on  many  of  life's  blessings  just  because  we 
fail  to  understand  just  what  things  really  matter  in  life.  Many  a 
family  has  fallen  apart  because  love  was  not  present;  many  a 
child  has  been  given  things  and  not  a  parent's  affection  and 
guidance— the  things  the  child  really  needed.  Many  a  person 
has  left  a  church  because  no  one  seemed  to  care.  Many  a  per- 
son has  gone  into  eternity  without  knowing  Christ  as  his 
Saviour  .... 

Perhaps  you  and  I  need  to  get  a  new  point  of  view— a 
heavenly  frame  of  mind! 
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CHANGES  IN  STORE  FOR  PUBLICATION 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  a 
Christian  publication  written 
and  prepared  with  you  in  mind. 
Each  issue  provides  a  number 
of  important  articles  and  items 
to  help  you  focus  on  specific 
aspects  of  the  Christian  life. 
And  starting  in  mid- January, 
1985,  we  will  be  offering  you, 
our  reader,  much  more. 

The  (new)  Free  Will  Baptist 
will  place  an  emphasis  on  the 
practical  ministry.  Helpful  in- 
sights and  information  will  be 
given  on  such  things  as  working 
with  the  elderly,  divorced  and 
single  parenthood,  new  direc- 
tions in  youth  work,  and 
resources  for  choir  directors. 
An  introduction  to  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches  and  pastors 
jwill  help  all  of  us  know  about 
(different  ministries  and  will 


also  yield  hands-on  sugges- 
tions. News  from  denomina- 
tional enterprises  will  show 
how  each  particular  program 
fits  into  the  entire  scope  of  our 
work.  And  denominational  hap- 
penings and  church  news  will 
continue  to  be  highlighted. 
Materials  of  interest  for  those 
young  at  heart  will  also  be  in- 
cluded—and there  will  even  be 
puzzles  and  other  activities 
every  now  and  then. 

I'm  excited  about  the  possi- 
bilities all  of  this  holds  for  us. 
For  example,  this  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  provide  you 
with  a  color  magazine  with 
32-40  pages  in  it.  Because  of  the 
research  and  production  tech- 
nicalities entailed  by  such  an 
endeavor,  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist will  be  printed  on  a  monthly 


basis,  with  the  format  changes 
taking  place  in  the  issue  dated 
February  1. 

Now,  what  does  all  of  this 
mean  to  you?  First,  you  will  be 
glad  to  discover  that  there  will 
not  be  a  price  increase.  The 
new  Free  Will  Baptist  is  yours 
at  the  same  low  price. 

Next,  our  change  in  concept 
will  provide  you  with  a  much 
better  publication,  one  of 
which  we  can  all  be  proud ;  and 
also,  one  offering  resources  we 
have  been  looking  for  and 
needing. 

The  (new)  Free  Will  Baptist 
will  blend  innovation  and  prac- 
ticality. The  (new)  Free  Will 
Baptist:  a  resource  for  every 
Christian,  the  publication 
prepared  with  every  Free  Will 
Baptist  in  mind. 
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THE  NATIVITY  "SCENE" 

by  Ruti  G.  Teitel 


A  child  was  born  in 
Bethlehem  and  wise  men  came 
bearing  gifts.  Close  to  2,000 
years  later,  nine  wise  men  and 
women  decided,  by  a  United 
States  Supreme  Court  vote  of 
five  to  four,  that  scenes  of  that 
nativity,  displaying  the  birth  of 
the  Christian  Messiah  could  be 
sponsored,  erected  and  main- 
tained by  city  governments. 

The  Lynch  v.  Donnelly  deci- 
sion grew  out  of  controversy  in 
Pawtucket,  RI,  over  a  nativity 
scene  display  in  a  private  park. 
Federal  district  and  circuit 
courts  had  ruled  against  such 
city  sponsorship  as  an  un- 
constitutional establishment  of 
religion  by  government  in 
violation  of  the  First  Amend- 
ment. 

The  Supreme  Court  reversed 
those  decisions.  Adopting 
arguments  proposed  by  the 
Solicitor  General  that  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  creche  was 
linked  to  the  constitutionality  of 
Christmas  as  a  national  holi- 
day, the  Court  held  that  "the 
creche  on  display  depicts  the 
historical  origins  of  the  tradi- 
tional event  long  recognized  as 
a  national  holiday  ....  These 
are  legitimate  secular  pur- 
poses." 

Press  editorials  ran  more 
than  two  to  one  against  the  rul- 
ing. To  many  papers,  the  city 
sponsorship  of  a  creche  was 
clearly  an  unconstitutional 
government  endorsement  of  a 
particular  religion. 

The  reaction  of  the  press 
reflected  the  views  of  many. 
Jewish  groups,  including  the 
Anti-Defamation  League, 
which  had  filed  amicus  briefs 
with  the  Supreme  Court  in  op- 
position to  the  government 
sponsorship  of  the  creche,  were 
dismayed.  The  Court's  holding 
was  viewed  as  a  divisive  deci- 
sion which  both  allowed 
government  sponsorship  of 
religion    and    favored  one 


religion  — Christianity  — over 
others. 

Some  Christians  were  also  of- 
fended by  the  conclusion  that 
the  creche  was  not  a  religious 
symbol  and  thus  permissibly 
supported  by  government, 
depriving  the  symbol  of  its 
spirituality. 

Reverberations  from  Lynch, 
and  other  religious  symbol 
cases  decided  before  and  after, 
are  being  felt  as  Christmas 
again  looms  close.  While  Lynch 
allows  government  to  pay  for 
the  display  in  a  private  park  of 
a  nativity  scene  as  part  of  a 
larger  secular  display  during 
the  Christmas  season,  in  some 
instances  the  courts  have 
barred  other  religious  symbols. 
For  example,  the  construction 
and  maintenance  by  public  of- 
ficials of  three  crosses  and  a 
Star  of  David  in  a  public  park  in 
Houston  were  found  to  be  in 
violation  of  the  establishment 
clause  by  a  Federal  District 
Court  (American  Civil  Liber- 
ties Union  v.  Eckels).  Similar- 
ly, Los  Angeles  sponsorship  of  a 
cross  honoring  Christmas  and 
Easter  Sunday  and  erected  in  a 
city  hall  (Fox  v.  City  of  Los 
Angeles )  was  found  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
California.  City  sponsorship  of 
construction  of  a  platform  for  a 
papal  mass  was  struck  as  un- 
constitutional by  a  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Penn- 
sylvania (Gilfillan  v.  City  of 
Philadelphia) .  A  creche  stand- 
ing alone  at  city  expense  in 
city  hall  park  in  Birmingham, 
MI,  was  held  unconstitutional 
by  a  District  Court  (Civil 
Liberities  Union  v.  City  of  Bir- 
mingham). On  the  other  hand, 
a  privately-funded  solitary 
creche,  displayed  on  public 
park  property  in  Scarsdale, 
NY,  was  upheld  by  a  Court  of 
Appeals  (McCreary  v.  Stone), 
and  is  now  pending  review  by 
the  Supreme  Court. 


For  religious  minorities,  thkl 
worst  aspect  of  the  Lynch 
holding  is  that  it  ties  the  conni 
stitutionality  of  the  creche  w 
the  Christmas  holiday,  m 
Christmas  is  a  national  holiday,] 
the  Court's  logic  runs,  it  must 
be  constitutional.  Since  the 
creche  is  part  of  a  Christmas 
display  celebrating  that  con 
stitutional  holiday,  it,  too,  must 
be  constitutional.  But  no  other 
religion  has  its  major  holiday 
as  a  national  holiday.  Thus,  the 
Court's  decision  favors  Chris- 
tianity over  other  religions. 

("This  article  is  reprinted  from  the 
November  1984,  issue  of  the  ADL 
Bulletin,  national  publication  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B'nai 
B'rith.") 


Ruti  G.  Teitel  is  an  assistant  director 
of  the  Legal  Affairs  Department  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League's  Civil  Rights 
Division. 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 
CONTINUING  EDUCATION 

Mental  Health  Training 
for  Ministers 

Saint  Elizabeth's  Hospital, 
National  Institute  of  Mental 
Health,  offers  ACPE  ac 
credited  full-time  chaplain 
internship  and  residency  train- 
ing programs  with  stipend 
beginning  June  3,  1985J 
Resources  for  training  include' 
interdisciplinary  programs 
available  through  the 
Hospital's  Overholser  Division 
of  Training,  as  well  as  com-1 
munity  mental  health  activities 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  DC. 

Internship  and  residency  pro- 
grams prepare  pastors  for 
more  effective  pastoral  work 
and  pastoral  counseling  in  a 
parish,  for  ministry  as  institu- 
tional chaplains,  or  for  pastoral 
work  in  community  mental 
health  centers.  Stipends  are 
projected  to  begin  at  $12,975  per 
year.  In  addition,  there  is  a  ten- 
week  summer  program  for 
pastors  and  seminarians 
preparing  for  ordination  which 
offers  an  accredited  unit  in 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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First  row  (left  to  right) — Bonnie  Roberson,  Cynthia  Miller,  Cindy  Askew, 
kmanda  Roberson,  Kim  Phelps;  second  row — Mitchell  Roberson,  Melissa  Rober- 
son, Ashlee  Conner,  Tammy  Whitford,  Christy  Whitford;  third  row — Christopher 
Beacham,  Julie  Askew,  Stephanie  Miller;  fourth  row — J.  R.  Owens,  Pearly  Crad- 
lock,  Byrum  Williams,  Rev.  James  Owens,  Dallas  Boyd,  Bill  Gurganus,  Harold 
Phelps  (not  pictured,  Robbie  Bowen). 

The  AFC  of  Union  Chapel  Church  in  Plymouth  honored  their 
veterans,  Sunday,  November  11,  during  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice. The  veterans  were  given  red,  white,  and  blue  ribbon  badges. 
Pledges  were  given  to  the  American  and  Christian  flags  and  the  Bi- 
ble. Patriotic  songs  were  sung  by  the  congregation  and  choirs. 
(Devotions,  a  poem,  and  silent  prayer  for  the  deceased  veterans 
iivere  also  part  of  the  program. 

j  Those  honored  included  the  Rev.  James  Owens,  pastor;  Dallas 
Boyd,  Bill  Gurganus,  Pearly  Craddock,  Harold  Phelps,  Byrum 
(Williams,  and  Robbie  Bowen. 

j  AFC  members  participating  were  Christopher  Beacham,  J.  R. 
and  Scott  Owens,  Julie  Askew,  Stephanie  and  Cynthia  Miller, 
Ashlee  Conner,  Tammy  and  Christy  Whitford,  Cindy  Askew, 
Melissa  and  Amanda  Roberson,  Kim  Phelps,  and  Mitchell  and  Bon- 
nie Roberson. 


^alachi's  Chapel  Has 
New  Pastor 

i 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Lee 
Lagcher  has  been  named  as 
pastor  of  Malachi's  Chapel 
Church  near  Columbia.  He  and 
his  wife,  Ginger,  have  two 
daughters,  Stephanie  Jean  and 
Christine;  they  reside  in 
Pinetown.  Mr.  Lagcher  also 
works  in  the  family  business, 
H.  R.  Lagcher  &  Sons 
Automotive;  Mrs.  Lagcher  is 
employed  with  Pinetown 
Elementary  School. 


Malachi's  Chapel  meets  for 
worship  services  on  second  and 
fourth  Sundays,  and  for  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday. 

Layman's  League  Completes 
Project 

The  Union  Chapel  Church 
Layman's  League  recently 
completed  a  special  project. 
The  men  in  the  League  commit- 
ted themselves  to  design,  build, 
and  install  a  new  steeple  for  the 
church  building.  The  new  stee- 
ple, built  entirely  by  the  men  in 


Union  Chapel  Church,  Highway  32, 
south  of  Plymouth. 

the  League,  has  a  fiberglass 
cover.  The  windows  in  the  stee- 
ple are  the  same  windows 
which  were  used  in  the  old 
church  building.  (The  old 
building  was  torn  down  over  ten 
years  ago. )  The  windows  repre- 
sent a  commitment  to  the  goals 
of  the  congregation's  ancestors 
who  erected  the  old  church 
more  than  80  years  ago. 

Outdoor  Nativity 
Scheduled 

On  December  15,  1984,  at  7 
p.m.,  the  Winterville  Baptist 
Church  (Southern  Baptist)  is 
presenting  its  fourteenth  an- 
nual Outdoor  Christmas  Nativi- 
ty, a  live  re-enactment  of  the 
Christmas  Story  as  described 
by  the  Gospels  of  the  New 
Testament. 

A  traditional  Christmas 
event  for  the  Winterville  Bap- 
tist Church  and  the  local  com- 
munity, this  live  nativity 
features  numerous  volunteer 
role  actors,  local  musical 
talent,  and  an  array  of  animals 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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NEEDS&WANTS 


What  Do  You  Really  Need  This  Christmas? 

REALLY  NEED! 
Hard  question,  isn't  it? 

It's  easy  to  think  about  wants;  but  a  real  need,  that's  a 
different  matter.  Most  of  us  have  our  needs  met. 

DID  YOU  KNOW  .  .  . 


that  there  are  millions  of  people  who  really  need  Christ 
above  everything  else,  but  who  have  never  heard  the  gospel 
or  have  a  distorted  view  of  the  gospel? 

You  can  give  this  Christmas  to  meet  a  real  need. 


j$>  Your  gift  to  Foreign  Missions  will  help  share  the  message  of|g|j 
Christmas  with  those  who  really  need  to  hear  in  other  lands. 


Please  mail  your  special  gift  to  Foreign  Missions  today: 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.  O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


Give  the  most  precious  gift  of  all.  Give  the  gospel 

December  Is  Foreign  Missions  Month. 
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u  vou  is 


born...  a 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 


A  Christian  Home  for  Boys  and  Girls 


» > 


Seasons  Greetings! 

Christmas  time  is  quickly  approaching!  We  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to 
this  special  season  when  the  whole  world  acknowledges  His  birth  by 
observance  of  the  Christmas  Holidays.  We,  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
acknowledge  Him  each  day  of  our  life,  realizing  all  that  He  has  done  for  us 
and  all  that  He  is  going  to  do. 

We  look  forward  to  our  new  year  with  hope  and  confidence  that  we  will 
meet  successfully  the  many  challenges  that  will  be  set  before  us.  With 
hope,  because  we  are  called  to  serve  children,  and  that  will  bring 
challenges.  With  confidence,  because  we  know  that  with  Cod  all  things  are 
possible. 

As  we  celebrate  this  very  special  season,  we  want  you  to  know  that  we 
appreciate  you,  too!  We  appreciate  the  fact  that  you  support  our  child 
care  ministry  all  through  the  year.  On  behalf  of  the  board  of  directors, 
the  staff,  and  the  children  who  have  been  served  during  this  past  year 
and  those  now  in  care,  we  thank  you  for  your  love  and  concern. 

We  sincerely  wish  you  and  yours  a  very  merry  Christmas,  and  a 
prosperous  New  Year! 


Yours,  For  His  Children, 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 


Bobby  R.  Taylor 
Executive  Director 
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cMount  Qlivz  CoCCzgz 


THE  MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE  ENDOWMENT: 
AN  INVESTMENT 

THAT  LIVES 
A  Permanent  Fund 
An  endowment  is  a  perma- 
nent fund.  The  principal  is  in- 
vested and  the  earnings  are 
used  to  advance  the  educa- 
tional purposes  of  the  College. 

According  to  the  preferences 
of  the  donor,  endowment  in- 
come may  be  used  to  support 
the  general  work  of  the  College 
or  designated  for  specific  pur- 
poses, including  scholarships, 
professorships,  library, 
buildings,  religious  life, 
athletics,  departments  of  study 
or  special  programs  (lectures, 
concerts,  workshops,  institutes 
or  related  purposes). 

The  Mount  Olive  Endowment 

At  the  end  of  the  1984  fiscal 
year,  June  30,  the  value  of  the 
College  endowment  was  ap- 
proximately $1,284,000.  These 
assets  included  funds  which 
ranged  in  size  from  $1,000  to 
$400,000. 

In  order  to  provide  a  firm 
financial  foundation  for  the 
development  of  Mount  Olive  in- 
to a  four-year  college,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  has 
established  endowment  goals  of 
$6,500,000  by  1990  and 
$10,000,000  by  1995. 

How  Endowments 
Are  Established 

Endowments  may  be  estab- 
lished by  individuals,  families, 
churches,  organizations 
(religious,  civic,  business)  and 
other  interested  donors.  Fund- 
ing may  be  in  any  amount  and 
may  be  with  gifts  of  money, 
real  estate,  stocks,  bonds  or 
other  securities. 

Methods  by  which  named  en- 
dowments may  be  established 
include : 

1.  Direct  Gifts.  The  endowment 
may  be  funded  with  a  one-time 
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gift  or  with  a  series  of  gifts 
until  the  fund  reaches  the  size 
determined  by  the  donor.  An 
endowment  may  be  in  the 
name  of  the  donor  or  in  honor 
or  memory  of  those  the  donor 
wishes  to  remember. 

2.  Life  Insurance.  Many  people 
have  chosen  to  establish  an 
endowment  through  life  insur- 
ance. The  ownership  and  bene- 
ficiary of  an  old  policy  may  be 
transferred  to  the  College,  or 
the  donor  may  take  a  new 
policy  specifically  for  the  en- 
dowment. 

3.  Life  Income  Agreement.  Un- 
der this  plan  the  donor  invests 
funds  with  the  College  and 
receives  the  income  for  life. 
Provisions  may  also  be  made 
for  the  income  to  continue  to 
one's  spouse  or  other  depen- 
dent. Upon  the  death  of  the 
survivor,  the  fund  is  used  to 
create  or  add  to  an  endow- 
ment. 

4.  Estate  Planning.  Through 
one's  will  a  bequest  to  Mount 
Olive  College  may  be  desig- 
nated for  an  endowment. 

How  to  Begin  Your  Endowment 

It  is  recommended  that  per- 
sons interested  in  an  endow- 
ment contact  the  President, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
(telephone:  919/658-2502). 
There  are  specific  income  and 
estate  tax  advantages  for  each 
method  of  giving,  and  the 
President  will  assist  in  plan- 
ning an  endowment  program 
that  will  best  fit  the  individual 
circumstances  and  purposes  of 
the  donor. 

THE  EVA  THORPE 
HARRIS  ENDOWMENT 

When  Mrs.  Harris  died  on 
November  9,  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  and  Mount  Olive 
College  lost  a  great  friend.  A 
former  trustee  of  the  College 
(1977-1983),  she  was  a  prime 
mover  in  encouraging  the  con- 
struction of  College  Hall  and  in 
the  development  of  Mount  Olive 
into  a  four-year  college. 


Eva  Thorpe  Harris 
(1913-1981,) 


There  is  no  way  Mrs.  Harris 
can  be  replaced,  but  her  sup- 
port of  Mount  Olive  College  will 
continue  through  an  endow- 
ment in  her  name.  The  initial 
funding  of  the  endowment  was 
by  a  life  insurance  policy  she 
assigned  to  the  College. 
Memorial  gifts  are  now  being 
added  to  the  endowment.  As  the 
fund  grows,  the  annual  income 
will  be  used  to  strengthen  and 
advance  the  work  of  Christian 
higher  education,  a  cause  to 
which  she  was  deeply  commit- 
ted. 

Mrs.  Harris  was  an  active 
member  of  Gum  Swamp 
Church  in  Pitt  County,  where 
she  was  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  a  leader  in  auxiliary 
work  and  a  member  of  the 
choir. 

As  far  back  as  1965,  Mrs.  Har- 
ris provided  valuable  leader- 
ship at  the  annual  Pitt  County 
Dinner  for  Mount  Olive  College. 
She  gave  of  her  time  freely, 
worked  diligently  and  en- 
couraged the  other  churches  in 
the  county  to  give  generously. 
She  consistently  led  her  church 
to  be  a  pacesetter  in  its  con- 
tributions at  the  dinners. 

Her  survivors  include  her 
husband,  Floyd  P.  Harris,  and 
a  son,  Kelly  F.  Craven,  both  of 
Greenville,  North  Carolina. 
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NIGHT  COURSES  FOR  SPRING  SEMESTER 
FOR  MINISTERS  AND  CHURCH  WORKERS 
Evangelism  January  14  -  April  1 

)  Mondays  at  7:30-9:00  p.m.,  Henderson  Building,  Room  115.  This 
course  will  be  based  on  the  Evangelism  Explosion  III  program  and 
will  have  a  limited  enrollment  of  seven  ministers  and  a  lay  person 
from  each  church  in  order  to  provide  "on  the  job"  training.  Paul 
Palmer  credit  may  be  received  for  this  course.  Cost:  $25,  plus  text 
and  workbook.  Instructors:  The  Revs.  Wayne  King  and  Frank  Har- 
rison. 

Worship  January  15  —  May  7 

Tuesdays  at  6:30-8:00  p.m.,  Henderson  Building,  Room  115.  This 
course  is  designed  to  acquaint  the  student  with  the  purpose,  con- 
tent, and  symbols  used  in  public  worship  (one  semester  hour 
credit).  Cost:  $25.  Instructor:  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison. 

Introduction  to  the  New  Testament  January  10  —  May  2 

Thursdays  at  6:30-9:30  p.m.,  Henderson  Building,  Room  115.  This 
course  is  a  survey  of  the  New  Testament,  its  background  and  con- 
tent (3  semester  hours  credit).  Cost:  $25.  Instructor:  Dr.  Michael 
Pelt. 


EVANGELISM  COURSE 
TO  BE  TAUGHT 


The  Rev.  Wayne  King 


The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison 

A  12-week  course  in  personal 
I  evangelism  will  be  taught  at 
Mount  Olive  College  beginning 
!  on  Monday,  January  14,  1985, 
i  7:30-9:00   p.m.,    Room  115, 
Henderson   Building.  The 
course   will   incorporate  the 
Evangelism  Explosion  III  In- 
i  ternational  program  and  will 
j  be  taught  by  the  Rev.  Wayne 
|  King,    pastor    of  Westside 
Church,  Kinston,  and  the  Rev. 


Frank  Harrison,  chaplain  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  Both  men 
have  attended  certified  EE  III 
clinics. 

Evangelism  Explosion  III  In- 
ternational was  founded  by  Dr. 
D.  James  Kennedy,  pastor  of 
Coral  Ridge  Presbyterian 
Church,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Florida,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
effective  programs  of  training 
in  evangelism  for  ministers  and 
lay  persons  in  the  world  today. 

Each  minister  who  wishes  to 
participate  is  asked  to  bring 
one  lay  person  from  his  church 
to  participate  with  him  in  the 
program.  The  enrollment  will 
be  limited  since  the  course  will 
incorporate  "on  the  job"  train- 
ing by  working  with  other 
ministers  who  have  attended  a 
certified  EE  III  clinic. 

The  cost  will  be  $25  per  per- 
son, plus  text  and  workbook. 
Participants  may  receive 
credit  for  the  course  in  the  Paul 
Palmer  Institute,  if  they  desire 
to  do  so.  Pre-registration  will 
be  necessary,  due  to  the  limited 
enrollment. 

To  pre-register,  please  con- 
tact Frank  Harrison,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
28365  (telephone  658-2502,  of- 
fice; 658-9363,  home). 


IN  MEMORIAM 

We,  the  members  of  Verona 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  bow 
in  humble  submission  to  God, 
knowing  He  is  too  wise  to  make 
a  mistake  and  too  good  to  do 
wrong.  On  August  27,  1984,  God 
called  Sister  Teddy  Mohn  from 
our  midst  to  be  with  Him. 
Teddy  was  a  devout,  faithful 
member  of  our  church.  She 
joined  the  church  and  was  bap- 
tized, October  24,  1954,  by  the 
Rev.  Orvin  Everett  Sr. 

Teddy  was  born  March  9, 
1914,  to  Sabra  and  Eddie 
Padgett  of  Onslow  County.  She 
was  married  on  October  15, 
1930,  to  the  late  Willie  Mohn, 
who  was  a  deacon  in  Verona 
Church.  To  this  union  were 
born  six  children:  Bill  Mohn, 
Lois  Brown,  Louise  Graves, 
Carol  Batchelor,  Diane 
Shepard  and  the  Rev.  Ronnie 
Mohn,  pastor  of  Williamston 
Church.  She  will  be 
remembered  as  a  loving  grand- 
mother by  seventeen  grand- 
children and  eight  great- 
grandchildren. 

Teddy  never  had  to  be  asked 
to  do  good  for  anyone  and  she 
always  had  a  smile  for  all.  She 
will  be  greatly  missed  by  her 
family,  friends  and  her  church. 

The  Rev.  B.  L.  Shook  said,  "I 
consider  it  a  privilege  to  have 
been  Teddy's  pastor  for  the 
past  four  years." 

Jessie  S.  Ottaway,  Clerk, 
Verona  Church 


PLEASE  NOTE 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
and  its  branch  bookstores- 
New  Bern,  Wilson  and 
Kinston— will  be  open  for  your 
holiday  shopping  convenience 
on  Monday,  December  24; 
Wednesday,  December  26;  and 
Monday,  December  31.  The 
Printing  Department  will  not 
operate  on  December  24  or  31. 


KEEP  CHRIST 
IN  CHRISTMAS! 
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Sunday  <Scftool  GonuzntLon 


THE  STATE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION 
Some  Bold  Steps 

The  Executive  Board  of  the 
State  Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion is  deeply  concerned  about 
our  Sunday  schools.  Our  Sun- 
day schools  are  not  growing  in 
quantity  or  quality  as  they 
could  and  should.  Therefore, 
some  bold  steps  have  been 
taken  to  provide  leadership  and 
practical  programs  to  address 
the  needs  of  our  Sunday 
schools. 

The  Field  Secretary 

One  step  has  been  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  office  of 
field  secretary.  As  of  July  1, 
1984,  Bass  Mitchell  is  the  new 
field  secretary. 

The  field  secretary  is  a 
resource  person  available  to 
Sunday  schools,  pastors, 
superintendents,  teachers,  and 
all  other  educational  workers  in 
the  church.  He  can  be  consulted 
for  practical  advice  and 
assistance  on  any  aspect  of 
Sunday  school  work  or  the 
educational  ministry  of  the 
church. 

Workshops 

The  field  secretary  is 
presently  offering  three 
workshops.  They  are:  "Learn- 
ing to  Teach  Like  Jesus," 
"Growth  Through  the  Sunday 
School,"  and  "Ideas  for  Im- 
proving Your  Sunday  School." 

The  first  one  explores  the  im- 
plications of  Jesus'  teaching 
ministry  and  methods  for 
teaching  today.  The  second 
workshop  sets  forth  practical 
ideas  and  programs  for  helping 
a  Sunday  school  grow.  The 
third  one  presents  ideas  for  im- 
proving administration  and 
teaching  in  the  Sunday  school. 

All  of  these  workshops  can  be 
offered  in  four  two-hour  ses- 
sions. If  you  would  like  further 


information  or  to  schedule 
these  workshops  in  your 
church,  write  (or  call):  Bass 
Mitchell,  614  Park  Avenue, 
Ayden,  NC  28513  (746-4708). 

A  Proposal 

The  field  secretary  would  like 
to  set  up  a  meeting  with  the 
educational  workers  of  your 
church.  He  will  personally 
share  with  you  what  programs 
the  Convention  offers  and  ex- 
plore ways  we  can  be  of  prac- 
tical assistance  to  you.  Invite 
him  to  meet  with  your  Sunday 
school  council  or  board  of 
Christian  education. 

The  field  secretary  has 
already  met  with  several 
churches,  including  Pine  Level, 
Free  Union  (Albemarle), 
Sidney,  and  Hillsberry.  Future 
meetings  with  other  churches 
have  been  scheduled. 

The  Teacher  and 
Superintendent 
Certification  Programs 

We  are  offering  three  train- 
ing programs  for  our  teachers, 
superintendents,  and  pastors. 
They  are:  "Basic  Teacher  Cer- 
tificate," "Advanced  Teacher 
Certificate,"  and  "Superinten- 
dent Certificate."  These  pro- 
grams will  help  provide  our 
educational  workers  with  the 
basic  skills  and  knowledge  they 
need  to  effectively  carry  out 
their  responsibilities. 

Booklets  describing  these 
programs  are  available  from 
the  field  secretary.  Write  or 
call  him  and  he  will  send  you  as 
many  as  you  need. 

Now,  many  of  the  books  to  be 
used  in  these  programs  can  be 
obtained  from  the  field 
secretary.  Moye  Library,  on 
the  campus  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, also  has  many  of  these 
books  which  can  be  checked 
out.  The  books  can  also  be 
ordered  through  the  Free  Will 


Baptist  Press  or  any  of  its 
bookstores. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that 
many  persons  have  responded 
to  this  program.  Seventy-two 
certification  books  have 
already  been  sold!  We  are 
pleased  with  the  interest  in  this 
program.  We  believe  that  it  will 
be  a  program  which  will  help  to 
significantly  improve  our  Sun- 
day schools. 

A  Request 

There  is  much  work  to  be 
done.  We  want  to  offer  more 
programs;  however,  if  we  are 
to  maintain  and  expand  our  ser- 
vices, we  need  your  support. 
We  are  asking  Sunday  schools 
to  increase  their  giving  by  $25  a 
quarter;  that  is  $100  a  year. 
Also,  we  are  asking  for  in- 
creased support  from  the 
various  conferences,  district 
Sunday  school  conventions  and 
unions,  woman's  auxiliaries, 
and  all  other  Free  Will  Baptist 
organizations. 

Contributions  may  be  sent  to: 
Bryant  Hines,  400  Edgewood 
Drive,  Ayden,  NC  28513;  or, 
Elwood  Hill,  P.O.  Box  68,  Deep 
Run,  NC  28525. 

IDEAS 
Christmas  Decorations 

A  fun  way  to  celebrate  the 
Christmas  season  and  to  help 
students  learn  is  to  let  them 
select  and  make  various 
Christmas  symbols.  Such  sym- 
bols as  the  Star  of  David,  the 
cross,  a  lamb,  a  crown,  the 
Herald  Angel,  the  manger,  and 
many  others  could  be  drawn  or 
cut  ov-t.  They  could  be  used  as 
Christmas  tree  ornaments  or 
decorations  for  your  class- 
room. 

Take  time  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  each  symbol.  A 
helpful  book  for  this  is  Symbols 

( Continued  on  Page  14 ) 
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For  December  16 

A  WITNESS 
TO  GOOD  NEWS 

Lesson  Texts:   Luke  4:16-19; 

Acts  10:34-43 
,  Memory  Verse:  Acts  10:43 

Our  texts  in  Luke  and  Acts 
tell  us  about  Jesus  being 
anointed  (Luke  4:18;  Acts 
10:38).  The  term  anointed  is  the 
meaning  of  "Christ"  or 
'Messiah."  To  say  "Jesus  is 
the  Christ"  is  to  indicate  that 
He  is  anointed  of  God— the 
Messiah,  long  expected  and 
how  present.  We  note  that  when 
jJesus  was  baptized,  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  upon  Him  and 
,God  audibly  stated,  "This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased"  (Matthew  3:16-17).  In 
this  manner  Jesus'  messiah- 
£hip  was  proclaimed. 
:  Soon  after  His  baptism  Jesus 
underwent  temptation  by 
Satan.  He  was  tempted  to  doubt 
or  to  reveal  in  some  wrong  way 
jthat  He  was  indeed  God's  Son. 
The  devil  was  defeated,  and 
thus  was  Jesus'  messiahship 
maintained.  At  the  Nazareth 
synagogue  soon  after  the  temp- 
tation experience,  Luke 
records  His  reading  from 
Isaiah.  The  portion  read  began 
With  the  claim  that  God's  Spirit 
Was  upon  Him  and  that  He  was 
in  truth  the  anointed  one.  Here 
we  have  the  work  or  ministry  of 
the  Messiah  explained  in  a  brief 
but  graphic  manner. 

It  is  interesting  that  Jesus, 
rather  than  beginning  by 
directly  saying  what  His  work 
would  be,  utilized  some  very 
Japt  verses  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment prophet,  Isaiah.  He  came 
to  carry  out  the  very  ministry 
^hat  had  been  described  so 
many  centuries  before.  This 
Ishows  Jesus'  knowledge  of  the 
Old  Testament,  but  more  than 
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that  it  shows  that  the  Old  Testa- 
ment revelation  is  applicable  to 
the  realities  of  New  Testament 
experience  and  activity. 

Following  His  baptism  by 
John,  Jesus  was  "led  by  the 
Spirit  into  the  wilderness" 
(Luke  4:1)  where  He  was  tested 
by  Satan.  He  successfully  met 
every  temptation  of  the  devil. 
Then  He  began  His  ministry  of 
teaching  and  healing,  and  His 
fame  spread  throughout  the 
country.  Luke  tells  us  that 
when  He  returned  to  Galilee 
"he  taught  in  their  synagogues, 
being  glorified  of  all"  (4:15). 
The  incident  of  our  Scripture 
lesson  took  place  in  the 
synagogue  in  Nazareth  early  in 
Jesus'  Galilean  ministry. 

In  the  speech  he  gave  at  the 
home  of  Cornelius,  Peter  em- 
phasized three  phases  of  Jesus' 
work.  We  realize  there  are 
many  ways  Jesus  is  presented 
to  us  in  the  Word.  He  is  the 
Revealer  of  God,  the  Example 
for  man,  the  King  of  the  Jews, 
the  Comforter  of  the  sorrowing, 
the  Shepherd  of  the  wandering 
and  needy,  the  Light  of  the 
world,  etc.  But  it  is  not  possible, 
even  for  an  inspired  apostle,  to 
say  everything  in  one  message. 
What  Peter  does  say  is  signifi- 
cant because  it  stresses  aspects 
of  Jesus'  ministry  that  are 
never  to  be  overlooked. 

First,  Jesus  is  the  Helper  of 
men.  He  used  the  special  divine 
power  He  possessed  to  do  good 
for  mankind.  This  involved 
healing  people  and  rescuing 
them  from  the  domination  of 
the  devil.  Many  use  powers 
they  have  to  do  evil  to  others 
and  to  do  good  only  to  and  for 
themselves.  Jesus  did  not  want 
to  hurt,  but  to  heal.  He  did  not 
seek  to  do  anything  that  would 
ensnare  people  in  evil  habits, 
purposes,  or  actions.  He  came 
to  liberate  men  to  purity,  self- 
respect,  and  joy. 


Peter  underscored  Jesus' 
function  as  Judge.  Men  are  go- 
ing to  be  evaluated  by  the  One 
who  helped  and  healed.  People 
may  ignore  Him  now  and 
measure  their  earthly  lives  by 
standards  of  their  own  choos- 
ing, but  He  is  the  One  who  will 
announce  our  destiny  after 
death.  How  will  those  who  have 
hindered  men  and  wounded 
them  be  able  to  stand  before 
Him? 

Before  the  Holy  Spirit  inter- 
rupted his  remarks,  Peter  said 
that  Jesus  is  the  Saviour— the 
One  who  brings  us  the 
forgiveness  of  sins.  We  are  not 
saved  from  the  penalty  of 
wrongdoing  by  legal  obser- 
vances, nor  by  codes  of  con- 
duct, or  resolutions,  but  by 
trusting  in  a  Person.  We  must 
believe  in  Him  that  we  may 
receive  "forgiveness  of  sins 
through  his  name"  (Acts  10:43, 
New  International  Version). 


Dear  Father,  we  are  thankful 
that  Jesus  was  one  who  sought 
to  lift  and  bear  burdens,  rather 
than  to  impose  them.  Help  us 
not  to  be  complacent  in  pious 
reserve,  but  compassionate  in 
personal  concern.  Enable  us  to 
show  men  the  Lord  Jesus,  who 
loves  us  and  lifts  our  lives 
whenever  we  yield  them  to 
Him.  May  we  test  our  lives  by 
His  and  ever  turn  men  to  the 
Saviour,  in  whose  name  we 
pray.  Amen.— Standard  Lesson 
Commentary 
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Scripture  Reading— James 

WHAT  ARE  CHRISTIANS  "FOR"? 

A  Christian  woman  who  was  engaged  in 
work  for  the  poor  and  degraded  was  once  spoken 
to  by  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  both  the 
worker  and  those  whom  she  sought  to  reach. 

"It  does  seem  wonderful  to  me  that  you  can 
do  such  work,"  her  friend  said.  "You  sit  beside 
these  people,  and  talk  with  them  in  a  way  that  I 
do  not  think  you  would  if  you  knew  about  them, 
just  what  they  are,  and  from  what  places  they 
come." 

Her  answer  was,  "Well,  I  suppose  they  are 
dreadful  people.  But,  if  the  Lord  Jesus  were  now 
on  earth,  are  they  not  the  very  people  He  would 
strive  to  teach?  Would  He  feel  Himself  too  good 
to  go  among  them?  And  am  I  better  than  my 
Master?" 

A  poor,  illiterate  person,  who  stood  listening 
to  this  conversation,  said  with  great  earnestness 
and  simplicity,  "Why,  I  always  thought  that  was 
what  Christians  were  for."  The  objector  was 
silenced,  and  what  wonder? 


Is  not  that  what  Christians  are  for? 


MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— 1  Peter  1-2 

AFTER  SHE  WAS  SHOVED  OUT 
One  day  I  went  to  see  a  fellow  worker  in 
God's  service— a  dear  Christian,  but  very  im- 
pulsive. As  we  talked  together  in  her  hall,  I  said 
something  she  did  not  like;  and  she  took  me  by 
the  shoulders  and  pushed  me  over  the  doorstep, 
shutting  the  door  in  my  face !  I  walked  home  feel- 
ing very  indignant,  but  as  I  waited  on  the  Lord 
for  light,  He  turned  me  to  John  13:35:  "By  this 
shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye 
have  love  one  to  another";  and  He  said,  "Will 
you  go  to  her  house  tomorrow,  and  show  her  love 
for  my  sake?"  I  agreed  to  do  so,  and  handing 
over  my  natural  indignation  to  death  (His 
death),  I  went.  The  result  was  unity  and  peace, 
instead  of  division.  Then  I  saw  that  Satan  had 
tried  to  separate  us,  and  bring  a  spirit  of  bit- 
terness, so  as  to  hinder  our  uniting  in  prayer. 


Praise  God,  the  victory  was  a  very  real  one, 
through  the  working  power  of  our  union  with 
Christ  in  His  death. 


TUESDAY,  18 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — 1  Peter  3-5 

NO  FAREWELL  TO  LOVE 
As  an  aged  Christian  lay  dying  in  Edinburgh, 
a  friend  called  to  say  farewell.  "I  have  just  had 
three  other  visitors,"  said  the  dying  man,  "and 
with  two  of  them  I  parted;  but  the  third  I  shall 
keep  with  me  forever."  "Who  are  they?"  "The 
first  was  Faith,  and  I  said,  'Goodby,  Faith!  I 
thank  God  for  your  company  ever  since  I  first 
trusted  Christ;  but  now  I  am  going  where  faith  is 
lost  in  sight.'  Then  came  Hope.  'Farewell, 
Hope! '  I  cried.  'You  have  helped  me  in  many  an 
hour  of  battle  and  distress,  but  now  I  shall  not 
need  you,  for  I  am  going  where  hope  passes  into 
fruition.'  Last  of  all  came  Love.  'Love,'  said  I, 
'you  have  indeed  been  my  friend;  you  have 
linked  me  with  God  and  with  my  f ellowmen ;  you 
have  comforted  and  gladdened  all  my  pil- 
grimage. But  I  cannot  leave  you  behind;  you 
must  come  with  me  through  the  gates,  into  the 
city  of  God,  for  love  is  perfected  in  Heaven. '  " 


Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 
Slow 


to  suspect — quick  to  trust, 
to  condemn — quick  to  justify, 
to  offend — quick  to  defend, 
to  expose — quick  to  shield, 
to  reprimand — quick  to  forbear, 
to  belittle — quick  to  appreciate, 
to  demand — quick  to  give, 
to  provoke — quick  to  conciliate, 
to  hinder — quick  to  help, 
to  resent — quick  to  forgive. 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading— 2  Peter 

OFFERING  ALL  THEY  POSSESS 
There  is  much  that  is  inspiring,  as  it  is 
pathetic,  in  the  advertisement  of  a  laborer  and 
his  wife  in  a  small  Michigan  town  seeking  news 
of  a  vanished  daughter.  This  humble  couple  offer 
to  give  "all  they  possess"  for  news  leading  to  the 
recovery  of  the  lost  child.  As  an  earnest  of  good 
faith,  they  append  an  inventory  of  their  entire 
possessions.  It  is  not  a  long  list;  a  cottage  home 
and  furniture  worth  $1,400  and  paid  for  out  of  a 
lifetime's  earnings;  $200  in  the  bank,  the  father's 
silver  watch  and  the  mother's  wedding  ring.  For 
the  restoration  to  their  arms  of  the  loved 
daughter,  they  will  gladly  surrender  all. 
Homeless  and  penniless  they  will  cheerfully 
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tart  life  all  over  again.  For  love,  this  laborer 
and  his  wife  find  no  material  price  too  great  to 
pay,  no  sacrifice  worth  counting. 


They  are  like  the  wise  man  in  the  parable, 
glad  to  sell  all  that  he  had  in  order  to  buy  the 
pearl  of  great  price. 


THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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iScripture  Reading— 1  John  1-3 

THE  KISS  DID  IT 
A  Christian  woman  laboring  among  the 
moral  lepers  of  London  found  a  poor  streetgirl 
desperately  ill  in  a  cold,  bare  room.  With  her  own 
hands  she  ministered  to  her,  changing  her  bed 
(linen,  procuring  medicines  and  nourishing  food, 
building  a  fire,  and  making  the  poor  place  as 
bright  and  cheery  as  possible.  Then  she  said, 
"May  I  pray  with  you?"  "No,"  said  the  girl. 
!"You  don't  care  for  me;  you  are  just  doing  this  to 
get  to  Heaven."  Many  days  passed,  with  the 
(Christian  woman  unwearily  kind,  the  sinful  girl 
hard  and  bitter.  At  last  the  Christian  said,  "My 
dear,  you  are  nearly  well  now,  so  I  shall  not  come 
again,  but  as  it  is  my  last  visit,  I  want  you  to  let 
me  kiss  you,"  and  the  pure  lips  that  had  known 
only  prayer  and  holy  words  met  the  lips  defiled 
by  oaths  and  by  unholy  caresses,  and  then  the 
hard  heart  broke.  That  was  Christ's  way. 


Love  had  conquered  where  service  without 
love  would  have  been  only  "sounding  brass,  or  a 
tinkling  cymbal." 


FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — 1  John  4-5 

UNITY  WITHOUT 
BEING  JOINED  TOGETHER 
A  quarrelsome  husband  and  wife  sat  before 
the  open  fireplace.  They  lived,  or  EXISTED,  at 
counter  purposes  with  each  other.  Sleeping 
peaceably  on  either  side  of  the  hearth  were  two 
cats.  Said  the  husband,  "Why  can't  we  thus  live 
in  peace  with  each  other?"  Replied  the  wife, 
"Just  tie  the  tails  of  those  cats  together,  and  fling 
them  over  a  clothesline,  and  see  what  happens! " 
Two  can't  walk  together  except  they  be  agreed. 
Christians  walking  separately,  can  walk 
peaceably  with  Christ  in  their  hearts,  and  with 
love  and  good  will  for  everybody.  Spirit-filled 
Christians  can  agree  to  disagree  without  strife 
and  ill-will. 


SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 
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Scripture  Reading  — 2  John,  3  John,  Jude 

"GIVE  ME  BACK  MY  TEARS" 
One  of  the  mightiest  soul  winners  I  ever 
knew  was  Colonel  Clark  of  Chicago.  He  would 
work  at  his  business  six  days  every  week.  And 
every  night  in  the  week  the  year  round  five  or  six 
hundred  men  would  gather  together  in  that  mis- 
sion hall.  It  was  a  motley  crowd:  drunkards, 
thieves,  pickpockets,  gamblers  and  everything 
that  was  hopeless.  I  used  to  go  and  hear  Colonel 
Clark  talk,  and  he  seemed  to  me  one  of  the 
dullest  talkers  I  have  ever  heard  in  my  life.  He 
would  ramble  along  and  yet  these  five  or  six  hun- 
dred men  would  lean  over  and  listen  spellbound 
while  Colonel  Clark  talked  in  his  prosy  way. 
Some  of  the  greatest  preachers  in  Chicago  used 
to  go  down  to  help  Colonel  Clark,  but  the  men 
would  not  listen  to  them  as  they  did  to  Colonel 
Clark.  When  he  was  speaking  they  would  lean 
over  and  listen  and  be  converted  by  the  score.  I 
could  not  understand  it.  I  studied  it  and 
wondered  what  the  secret  of  it  was.  Why  did 
these  men  listen  with  such  interest,  and  why 
were  they  so  greatly  moved  by  such  prosy  talk- 
ing? I  found  the  secret.  It  was  because  they  knew 
that  Colonel  Clark  loved  them,  and  nothing  con- 
quers like  love.  The  tears  were  very  near  the  sur- 
face with  Colonel  Clark.  Once  in  the  early  days  of 
the  mission,  when  he  had  been  weeping  a  great 
deal  over  these  men,  he  got  ashamed  of  his  tears. 
He  steeled  his  heart  and  tried  to  stop  his  crying, 
and  succeeded,  but  lost  his  power.  He  saw  that 
his  power  was  gone  and  he  went  to  God  and 
prayed.  "Oh,  God,  give  me  back  my  tears,"  and 
God  gave  him  back  his  tears,  and  gave  him 
wonderful  power,  marvelous  power  over  these 
men. 

If  we  would  see  the  seed  that  we  sow  bring  an 
abundant  harvest,  we  must  water  it  with  our 
tears. 


He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with 
rejoicing,  bringing  in  his  sheaves  with  him. 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 


Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  (Ephesians  6:24). 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 
TRAINING  FOR  MINISTERS 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

clinical  pastoral  education. 
This  full-time  summer  pro- 
gram also  begins  on  June  3, 
1985.  Stipends  will  not  be 
available  for  the  summer 
program  this  year,  but  the  pro- 
gram is  offered  at  no  cost  to  the 
participants. 

For  further  information  and 
application  forms,  write  to  the 
Protestant  Chaplain's  Office, 
Saint  Elizabeth's  Hospital, 
Washington,  DC  20032.  Applica- 
tions must  be  made  as  early  as 
possible. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

of  the  Church,  edited  by  Carroll 
E.  Whittemore.  It  is  published 
by  Abingdon  Press.  It  includes 
drawings  of  the  various  sym- 
bols. 

Do  you  have  an  idea  to  share? 
A  successful  project?  A  special 
activity  or  new  craft?  Share  it 
with  others.  Send  it  to  Bass 
Mitchell,  614  Park  Avenue, 
Ayden,  NC  28513.  Please  in- 
clude your  name  and  church. 


CHILDREN'S  HOME 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

HONORARY  GIFTS 
November  1-16,  1984 

In  honor  of:  Mrs.  Julia  Haid 

From:  Paula  W.  Hauestein 
In  honor  of:  the  Rev.  Paul  Montgomery 

From :  Unity  Church  ( Durham ) 
In  Memory  of:  Henry  Worthington 

From :  Bethany  Church,  Central  Con- 
ference 


HOW  CAN  WE  MAKE  THE 
PASTOR'S    MINISTRY  EF- 
FECTIVE? 

1.  Build  his  spiritual  power  by 

praying  for  him. 

2.  Build  his  reputation  by 
speaking  well  of  him.  He  will 
have  weak  and  strong  points. 
His  influence  will  depend  on 
which  of  them  you  stress. 

3.  Build  his  morale  by 
encouraging  him. 
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4.  Build  his  wisdom  by  con- 
sulting with  him.  Most  pas- 
tors will  listen  to  advice. 
Many  a  young  preacher 
might  have  been  saved  from 
making  a  serious  mistake  if 
men  of  sober  judgment  had 
expressed  an  opinion 
privately. 

5.  Build   his   leadership  by 

cooperating  with  him.  For 
every  great  leader,  there 
must  be  some  great  fol- 
lowers. 

6.  Build  his  pulpit  power  by 

hearing  him.  Full  pews 
challenge  a  man  to  prepare 
and  deliver  great  sermons. 
Empty  pews  are  dishearten- 
ing. 

7.  The  greatest  thing  we  can 
do  for  our  preacher  is  to  fol- 
low the  Christ  he  preaches. 

A  great  pastor  will  build  his 
church,  and  a  great  church  will 
build  her  pastor.  A  church  is 
responsible  for  what  she  does  to 
her  pastor  as  is  the  pastor  for 
what  he  does  to  the  church! 

Selected 


COMING  EVENTS 

December — Entire  Month  Des- 
ignated by  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  as  Foreign 
Missions  Month 

December  19 —  Children's 
Home  Residents'  Christmas 
Vacation 

December  22 — Western  Youth 
Convention,  7:30  p.m. 

December  23 — Fourth  Sunday 
in  Advent 

December  25  —  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  and  Bookstores 
Closed 

December  25 — Christmas  Day 

December  29 — Piedmont  Quar- 
terly Conference  and  Ordain- 
ing Council  Meeting 

December  30 — Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Scholarship  Day 

December  30 — Fourth  District 
of  Central  Conference  Union 
Meeting,  Dilda's  Grove 
Church 

December  31 — New  Year's  Eve 


NO  BETTER  BARGAIN 

by  Marie  Dudley 

Now-a-days  most  folks  are  pleased  ta 
make  a  good  buy—  / 

And,  we  can  have  eternal  life  because 
Jesus  paid  the  full  price. 

'Twas  for  us  He  died  on  Calvary's! 
Cross ; 

So,  there's  no  reason  for  us  to  be 
lost. 

But,  we  must  accept  Jesus  and  repent 

of  our  sins, 
Then  do  our  best  to  live  and  work 

for  Him. 

Nothing  should  seem  more  precious 
to  us, 

Our  salvation  should  be  an  absolute 
must. 

It's   not   His   will   that   any   of  us 

should  perish. 
He  offers  us  a  home  through  eternity 

to  cherish. 
Don't  you  agree  we  shouldn't  wait 

another  day, 
Our  sins  at  the  feet  of  our  Saviour  to 

lay? 

He'll  wash  all  of  them  away, 
And  He'll  rejoice  in  Heaven  today! 
What  better  bargain  could  we  ever 
find?- 

Than  the  one  Jesus  purchased  for  all 
of  mankind? 

(Marie  is  a  member  of  Hugo  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  near  Grifton,  North  Carolina.  The  Rev.  Tom 
Miller  Jr.  is  the  pastor.) 

NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

including  cows,  sheep,  and  a 
donkey. 

The  program  began  in  1970, 
as  a  ministry  to  the  local  com- 
munity, under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Horace  G.  Thompson. 
Through  the  years,  the  faces 
portraying  the  biblical 
characters  have  changed,  but 
the  story,  almost  2,000  years 
old,  is  steadfast. 

This  year,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Jesse  V.  Riggs,  the  tradi- 
tion and  message  continue.  The 
program  is  presented  on  the 
church  grounds,  on  the  corner 
of  Church  and  Academy  Streets 
in  Winterville,  and  lasts  ap- 
proximately thirty  minutes.  No 
admission  is  charged. 

(Rain  Date:  December  22, 
1984,  7  p.m.) 
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TAX  SEMINAR  FOR  MINISTERS 

1 

The  Board  of  Superannuation  will  sponsor  an  income  tax  seminar  for  all  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  on  January  15, 1985,  at  the  Holiday  Inn  of  Kinston,  from  10  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  Although  this  is  being  billed  as  a  tax  seminar,  other  points  of  interest  to 
the  minister  will  be  discussed.  They  will  include  the  minister's  liability,  will  plan- 
ning and  financial  planning.  Our  speakers  for  that  day  will  include  Curtis  S. 
Smith,  CPA;  George  L.  Jenkins,  attorney  at  law;  and  Donald  Fader,  director  of 
Superannuation . 

The  registration  for  this  seminar  will  be  $5  per  minister  and  this  will  include  all 
materials  plus  an  all  you-can-eat  buffet  at  the  Holiday  Inn.  This  is  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  you  to  have  your  tax  questions  answered  and  find  out  how  the  new 
tax  laws  will  affect  you  personally. 

The  seating  for  this  seminar  will  be  limited  so  register  early  for  your  seat  in  this 
meeting.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  desire  further  information  regarding  the 
seminar,  please  call  Donald  Fader  at  523-5320,  or  write  to  Superannuation,  P.O. 
Box  2313,  Kinston,  NC  28501. 


We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there. 


REGISTRATION  FOR  THE  TAX  SEMINAR 
January  15,  1985 
Holiday  Inn  of  Kinston 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Name  

Address   

City  and  Zip  

Phone   


Please  return  this  form  to: 
SUPERANNUATION 

P.O.  BOX  2313 
KINSTON,  NC  28501 
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Editorial 


More  Than  Merry 

Undoubtedly,  Christmas  is  my  favorite  time  of  the  year.  I  \ 
enjoy  the  excitement  that  helps  to  make  December  nothing  jj 
short  of  hectic,  no  matter  how  well  one  plans  ahead. 

There  are  always  parties  galore,  music  not  yet  mastered, 
lines  that  seem  to  escape  the  memories  of  little  folks  when  jj 
they  stand  up  to  recite  them.  And  who  can  forget  the  sparkle  i 
found  in  the  eyes  of  children  (of  all  ages)  when  they  discover 
people  do  care  about  them? 

Once  again  we  have  come  to  the  celebration  of  Christmas. 
In  its  tender  beauty,  its  cheer,  its  good  will,  we  find  rich  bless-  I 
■  ing.  We  catch  glimpses  of  the  glory  of  that  other  world.  We  see  i 
its  radiant  light  in  the  faces  of  dear  familiar  friends.  We  catch  j 
the  echoes  of  heavenly  music  in  the  cheery  greetings  of 
'  familiar  voices.  When  we  gather  in  God's  sanctuary  to  wor-  , 
ship,  lost  in  wonder,  love,  and  praise,  we  feel  Him  pouring  into  J 
us  a  joy  and  a  peace  we  would  not  exchange  for  all  the  j 
treasure  of  the  world.  Ours  is  more  than  a  "Merry  | 
Christmas";  ours  is  a  blessed  one. 

And  when  the  Christmas  candles  have  flickered  out  and  \ 
the  lights  and  music  of  that  other  world  have  faded  away,  we 
are  back  again  in  the  familiar  world,  faced  with  the  same  j 
tasks  and  responsibilities.  We  are  faced  with  the  same  tempta-  j 
tions,  the  same  loneliness,  the  same  old  weariness.  But  we  are  j 
not  the  same!  For  the  Christmas  blessing  of  greater  God-  ; 
consciousness,  Immanuel— God  with  us— abides,  making  us 
|   better  men  and  women.  With  this  truth  in  our  hearts  we  are  ( 
reassured  that  love  is  stronger  than  hate;  that  this  poor  j 
humanity  of  ours  is  touched  with  divinity;  that  ideals  are 
worth  striving  for.  We  find  new  strength  to  carry  on  in  a 
twisted,  tangled  world. 

May  Christmas  be  more  than  just  a  day  for  you;  may  the 
Christ  Child  who  was  born  that  day  be  manifested  in  such  a 
j  way  that  your  life  will  never  be  the  same. 
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Christmas  Readings 


These  readings  have  been  selected  for  your  holiday  reading  pleasure. 


I 
I 


CHRISTMAS  WAS  A  SACRIFICE  FOR  GOD 

Our  relation  to  God  today  is  somewhat  like 
he  modern  attitude  toward  marriage.  Let's  take 
he  fictional  case  of  John  and  Ellen.  One  day 
ohn  said  to  Ellen,  "I  like  you.  Let's  get  married, 
^t  the  beginning  things  may  be  a  bit  difficult.  I 
/on't  be  able  to  give  you  all  that  you  want,  but 
ittle  by  little  we'll  manage." 

"O.K.,"  said  Ellen.  "It's  good  to  talk  things 
ver  right  from  the  beginning.  But  before  we  get 
parried  I  want  to  make  certain  things  clear. 
r:irst,  don't  expect  me  to  allow  you  to  be  boss, 
jecond,  if  things  become  too  difficult,  don't  ex- 
ect  me  to  endure  them.  And  third,  I  don't  like 
louse  work,  so  you'll  have  to  find  somebody  to 
pee  care  of  the  house.  And  oh,  yes,  if  I  find 
omeone  I  like  better  than  you,  I'd  like  to  forget 
ar  a  few  days  that  I'm  married  to  you." 
John's  answer:  "Forget  it!" 
Ellen  decided  to  try  the  same  approach  with 
iod.  God  said  to  her,  "I  love  you,  Ellen.  I  gave 
He  greatest  treasure  that  I  have  for  you,  My  Son. 
fe  was  born  in  a  stable  and  died  on  a  cross  for 
pu.  He  is  preparing  a  palace  so  you  can  be  with 
ie  for  all  eternity.  I  want  you  to  be  my  child.  At 
le  beginning  you  may  have  to  go  without  certain 
lings,  but  you'll  find  it's  worthwhile." 

Ellen  answered,  "O.K.,  God.  I  agree  to  be 
our  child.  You're  preparing  a  palace  for  me; 
!rhat  more  could  I  want?  In  this  way  I'll  avoid 
ping  to  that  other  place  where  men  suffer.  But 
!d  like  to  make  certain  stipulations.  First,  I 
[ant  to  do  as  I  please.  Besides,  it's  too  much 
rouble  to  read  your  Word  in  order  to  find  out 
(hat  You  want.  Second,  if  I  encounter  dif- 
culties,  I'm  going  to  give  up.  Third,  I  don't  like 
)  witness  about  Christ  to  others.  I  don't  want 
bme  of  my  friends  to  know  I'm  on  your  side,  and 
byway  I  lack  the  talent  to  witness.  You'll  have 
|  find  somebody  else  to  talk  about  you.  And  oh, 
is,  if  I  find  something  else  I  like  better  than 
irving  you,  I'd  like  the  privilege  of  forgetting 
bat  I  belong  to  you  for  a  few  days."  God's 
nswer:  I'll  let  you  imagine  what  that  was. 

Christmas  for  God  meant  a  great  sacrifice, 
fhat  does  it  mean  for  you? 

KEEP  CHRIST  CENTRAL  IN  CHRISTMAS 

It  is  a  principle  of  art  that  in  the  composition 
a  picture  all  the  parts  shall  be  so  arranged  as 


to  lead  the  eye  inevitably  to  the  [central  figure 
or]  characteristic  feature.  Whatever  prevents 
this  is  a  capital  defect.  Accessories  are  only  im- 
portant as  they  help  this  end. 

When  Varelst,  the  Dutch  painter,  made  his 
tulips  so  glorious  that  they  drew  attention  away 
from  the  face  of  James  II,  in  whose  portrait  he 
had  placed  them,  he  violated  this  canon.  So  did 
Haydon  when,  in  his  picture  of  Christ's  trium- 
phal entry  into  Jerusalem,  he  made  the  figure  of 
the  beast  on  which  the  Master  rode  more  attrac- 
tive than  the  person  of  Christ. 

So  does  the  theologian  or  the  metaphysician 
or  the  logician,  who  fascinates  by  his  argument 
and  rhetoric,  or  the  preacher  and  liturgist,  who 
stresses  his  forms  of  worship  and  symbols  of 
religion. 

It  is  not  the  swaddling-clothes  of 
ceremonialism,  but  the  Christ  of  the  simple 
gospel  story  consistently  lived,  that  shall  span 
the  continents  with  love  and  make  Christmas 
perpetual  in  the  heart  of  man. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

M  ultitudes  have  through  passing  centuries 

E  agerly  come  like  kings  and  wise  men  to 

R  ejoice  that  One  bore  our  iniquities 

R  edeeming  us  from  sin.  It  was  He,  who 

Y  earning  for  His  people,  became  man.  He 

C  ame  and  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions. 

H  aving  been  smitten  of  God,  He  would  see 

R  evealed  the  salvation  of  the  nations 

I  n  the  triumph  of  the  Cross  in  history. 

S  ince  He  has  borne  our  griefs  and  sorrows, 

T  oday,  may  His  tender  mercy  be 

M  ade  known  to  you  from  on  high.  May  no  foe 

A  ssault,  nor  grief  dismay.  But  may  salvation, 

S  olace,  joy,  and  peace  now  be  your  portion. 

DO  IT  ANYWAY 

As  Christmas  approaches,  we  think  about 
giving  gifts.  Following  are  some  thoughts  about 
giving  that  won't  cost  very  much  in  money  but  a 
lot  in  involvement  and  caring.  Remember 
always,  "God  loves  a  cheerful  giver." 

People  are  unreasonable,  illogical,  and  self- 
centered  and  at  times  unlovely.  Love  them 
anyway. 

If  you  do  good,  people  will  accuse  you  of 
selfish  ulterior  motives.  Do  good  anyway. 
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If  you  are  successful,  you  will  win  false 
friends  and  true  enemies.  Succeed  anyway. 

Honesty  and  frankness  make  you 
vulnerable.  Be  honest  and  frank  anyway. 

The  good  you  do  today  many  times  will  be 
forgotten  tomorrow.  Do  good  anyway. 

The  biggest  people  with  the  biggest  ideas  can 
be  shot  down  by  the  smallest  people  with  the 
smallest  minds.  Think  big  anyway. 

What  you  spend  years  building  may  be 
destroyed  overnight.  Build  anyway. 

Only  what's  done  for  Christ  will  last! 

KEEP  CHRIST  IN  CHRISTMAS 

As  now  we  celebrate  His  birth, 
The  coming  of  the  Christ  to  earth, 
May  we,  amid  our  joyous  mirth, 
Keep  Jesus  first  in  Christmas! 

As  chiming  bells  ring  out  their  lay, 
And  hearts  are  merry,  light,  and  gay, 
Remember  it  is  His  birthday- 
Keep  Jesus  first  in  Christmas! 

Let's  sing  of  Him  in  carols  sweet, 
Let's  lay  our  best  gifts  at  His  feet 
And  make  the  season's  joy  complete— 
With  Jesus  first  in  Christmas! 

A  CHILD  IS  BORN  ...  A  SON  IS  GIVEN 

Isaiah  speaks  so  strangely  of  Jesus  as  he 
views  Him  and  His  birth  some  seven  centuries 
before  the  fact: 

"For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is 
given  .  .  .  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful 
Counsellor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father, 
Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  his  govern- 
ment and  of  peace  there  shall  be  no  end  .  .  .  The 
zeal  of  Jehovah  of  hosts  shall  perform  this" 
(Isaiah  9:6-7). 

What  makes  the  prophetic  language  so 
strange  is  not  the  titles  given  Jesus  nor  the  maj- 
esty ascribed  Him.  The  strangeness  is  in  Isaiah's 
introduction:  [not  only]  a  child  was  born,  but  a 
Son  was  given. 

The  Christ  Child,  whose  birth  the  world 
observes  every  December  25,  was  born  to  the 
Hebrew  nation  .  .  .  grew  up  in  the  Hebrew  nation 
.  .  .  ministered  to  the  Hebrew  nation.  But  the  Son 
of  God,  whose  death  the  world  basically  ignores, 
died  for  the  entire  populace— not  just  for  the 
Hebrews. 

It  is  this  very  point  that  both  the  Hebrews 
and  the  world  missed:  the  child  was  born  to  a  na- 
tion; the  Son  was  given  to  the  worW 

Let  the  world  enjoy  its  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  the  child.  The  fact  that  the  actual  date  of 
His  birth  cannot  be  established  is  unimportant. 
Let  the  redeemed,  however,  sing  of  the  Son's 
death— for  it  was  to  that  end  that  the  child  was 
born  and  Son  was  given. 
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If  the  redeemed  sing  loud  and  long  enough! 
maybe— just  maybe— the  world  will  hear. 

KEEPING  CHRISTMAS  | 

Are  you  willing  to  forget  what  you  have  domi 
for  other  people,  and  to  remember  what  otheil 
people  have  done  for  you;  to  ignore  what  th<| 
world  owes  you,  and  to  think  what  you  owe  th<I 
world ;  to  put  your  rights  in  the  background,  and 
your  duties  in  the  middle  distance,  and  youil 
chances  to  do  a  little  more  than  your  duty  in  th< 
foreground;  to  see  that  your  fellow  men  are  jusl 
as  real  as  you  are,  and  try  to  look  behind  their 
faces  to  their  hearts,  hungry  for  joy;  to  own  thai 
probably  the  only  good  reason  for  your  existence 
is  not  what  you  are  going  to  get  out  of  life,  but 
what  you  are  going  to  give  to  life;  to  close  your| 
book  of  complaints  against  the  management  of  ] 
the  universe,  and  look  around  you  for  a  place] 
where  you  can  sow  a  few  seeds  of  happiness— are  j 
you  willing  to  do  these  things  even  for  a  day?] 
Then  you  can  keep  Christmas. 

Are  you  willing  to  believe  that  love  is  the 
strongest  thing  in  the  world— stronger  than  hate,! 
stronger  than  evil,  stronger  than  death— and  that! 
the  blessed  life  which  began  in  Bethlehem  nine-; 
teen  hundred  years  ago  is  the  image  and! 
brightness  of  the  Eternal  Love?  Then  you  can! 
keep  Christmas. 

And  if  you  keep  it  for  a  day,  why  not  always?! 

But  you  cannot  keep  it  alone. 

THEY  NEVER  HEARD  OF  CHRISTMAS! 

Why  have  we  not  heard  of  Christmas? 

Why  have  you  denied  us  light; 
We  who  long  have  groped  in  darkness 

Chained  by  sorrow,  sin  and  night? 

Why  have  you  refused  to  tell  us 

Of  this  Son  born  from  above? 
Why  have  you  withheld  such  tidings 

Of  God's  condescending  love? 

When  was  it  you  learned  of  Christmas? 

Has  this  story  just  been  heard? 
Can  it  be  that  God  would  send  Him 

Just  for  you  who  hold  His  Word? 

Will  you  still  deny  us  Christmas? 

Will  we  still  reach  out  in  vain? 
Can  it  be  that  we  must  perish 

Never  having  heard  that  name? 

All  our  fathers  died  in  torment, 

Racked  with  anguish,  fear  and  pain; 

Never  knowing  of  a  Saviour, 

Never  breathing  Jesus'  name! 

Hear  the  words  of  hopeless  millions, 
Dying  where  no  light  has  been; 

"Won't  you  share  this  Christ  of  Christmas, 
Let  Him  save  us  from  our  sin?" 
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And,behold,thou 
shalt  conceive  in 
thy  womb,  and  bring 
forth  a  son,  and 
shalt  call  his  name 
Jesus. 


| And  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Galilee, 
|out  of  the  city  of  Nazareth,  into 
Judaea,  unto  -the  city  of  David,  which 
lis  called  Bethlehem. 


And  she  brought  forth  her  firstborn 
son  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger, 
because  there  was  no  room  for 
them  in  the  inn. 
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And,  fa,  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  cane  upon  them, 
and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  shone  round 
about  them;  and  they 
were  so?e  afraid. 


Now  when  Jesus  was 
born  inBethlehem  of 
Judaea  in  the  days  of  Herod 
the  Ring,  behold,  there 
cane  wise  men  from  the 
eautftto  Jerusalem. 


And  when  they  were  core 
into  the  house,  they  saw  the 
young  child  with  Mary  his 
mother,  and  fell  down,  and 
worshipped  him,  and  when 
they  had  opened  their  treasure^ 
they  presentedunto  htm 

gifts; 
90I4, 
and 
fmn"K- 
rn- 
cenp 


Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  goodwill 
toward  rren. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  TO  BE  HONORED 


The  Primary  Sunday  School  Class  at  Robert's  Grove  Church,  Route  1,  Dunn,  has 
had  a  perfect  attendance  for  the  quartei — September,  October  and  November.  The 
church  is  very  proud  of  them  and  the  Sunday  school  superintendent,  Bobby  Johnson, 
is  planning  to  take  them  out  for  supper  to  honor  their  special  efforts.  They  are  (left 
to  right)  Mrs.  Betty  Spell,  Lee  Honeycutt,  Eric  Tew,  Nate  Honeycutt,  Mrs.  Cecelia 
Jernigan,  and  Tracy  West  (back  row). 


I  Fourth  Central  Union  Meeting 

■  to  Be  Held 

The  Fourth  Central  Union 

■  Meeting  will  be  held  at  Dilda's 
|  Grove  Church,  Route  1,  Foun- 
I  tain,  on  December  30,  1984.  The 
[scheduled  program  is  as 
|  follows : 

MORNING  SESSION 
10:00— Sunday  School 

—Hymn,  "Love  Lifted  Me" 
—Welcome,  Edna  Horton 

—  Response,  Harrell's  Chapel 
11:15— President's  Response 

—  Greetings  from  the  Children's 
Home 

—Mount  Olive  College  Report 
—Missions  Report 

—  Special  Music,  Peaceful  Aires 
11:30— Sermon,  the  Rev.  Clifford  Ball 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:30-Hymn,    "I    Will    Sing  the 
Wondrous  Story" 
—Devotion,  Otter's  Creek 
—Business  Session 

—  Program,  Local  Church 
2: 15— Adjournment 


Albemarle  District  to  Have 
Meetings 

The  Albemarle  District  has 
scheduled  meetings  for 
December  29,  1984.  The  Union 
Meeting  will  convene  at  Mount 
Tabor  Church,  Creswell.  The 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Roper,  will 
host  the  League  Convention. 
The  scheduled  programs  are  as 
follows : 

UNION  MEETING 
OPENING  SESSION 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 
10:00    Devotions,    the    Rev.    L.  E. 

Ambrose 

10:10    Welcome,  Mr.  Leroy  Comstock 

Response,  the  Rev.  Robert  May 
10:15   Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Charlie  Overton 
10 : 20    Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

Recognition  of  Visiting  Ministers 

Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:30    Offering  for  Denominational 

Enterprises 

Announcements 

Prayer  Time 


BUSINESS  SESSION 
10:40    Report  of  Children's  Home,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
via  Literature 

Report  of  Press,  via  Literature 
Report    of    Missions,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Cragmont,  via 
Literature 

Report  of  Retirement  Homes, 
via  Literature 
10:50    Reading   of   Minutes   of  Last 
Union  for  Information 

Report  of  Treasurer 
Other  Business 

Announcements  of  Next  Union 
11:00    Minutes  Read  and  Approved 

MORNING  WORSHIP 
11:10  Hymn 

11:20    Special  Music,  Host  Church 
11:25    Message,    the    Rev.  Frank 
Thigpen 

Adjournment  and  Lunch 

LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
7:30    Devotions,  Mr.  Dean  Jones 
7:40    President's  Message,  Mr.  Lloyd 

Jones  Jr. 

Appointment  of  Digest  Commit- 
tee 

Offering 

Roll  Call  of  Leagues 
Sword  Drill 
Hymn 

Recognition  of  Ministers 
Announcements 
Special  Music 
League  Program 
Minutes  of  Last  Convention 
Business  of  Digest  Committee 
Report  of  Digest  Committee 
Awarding  of  Banners  and  Pic- 
ture 

Treasurer's  Report 
Minutes  Read  and  Approved 
Adjournment 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Mary  Lucille  Jones 

Youth  Choir 

Prepares  Holiday  Musical 

The  youth  choir  of  Marlboro 
Church,  Highway  264,  Farm- 
ville,  will  present  its  annual 
Christmas  musical,  Sunday 
evening,  December  23,  at  7 
p.m.  This  year's  presentation  is 
entitled  "Angels  Aware"  and 
will  delight  all  who  attend. 
Everyone  is  cordially  invited  to 
this  special  service. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


7 


A  VILLAGE  IN  NEED 

by  Harold  Jones 


Man  with  goiter 


Travel  with  me  to  a  remote 
village  in  India.  The  ride  to  the 
village  is  not  down  a  super 
highway  in  an  air-conditioned 
automobile,  but  on  an  ox  cart. 
The  road  is  full  of  holes  and 
deep  ruts.  The  sun  is  extremely 
hot.  The  air  is  still  and  the  dust 
gathers  all  around  the  cart  in  a 
suffocating  way.  The  journey  is 
several  miles.  The  pace  is  slow 
as  the  oxen  strain  at  the  load. 
We  have  an  umbrella  and  prop 
it  up  to  keep  the  hot  rays  of  the 
sun  from  blistering  our  exposed 
skin,  but  one  of  the  oxen  has 
never  seen  an  umbrella  and 
stops  pulling  or  lies  down  when 
the  umbrella  goes  up,  so  we 
have  to  bear  the  heat.  Finally 
after  some  time  we  reach  the 
village.  The  houses  are  made  of 
mud  with  thatched  roofs.  The 
floors  inside  the  house  are  a 
mixture  of  hardened  mud  and 
cow  manure.  Furniture  is 
sparse.  There  are  no  electrici- 
ty, running  water  or  toilet 
facilities  in  this  village. 

There  is,  however,  an  air  of 
excitement  as  we  arrive.  The 
people  gather  in  an  open  area 
and  sit  upon  the  ground.  This  is 


where  the  elementary  school 
meets  and  the  people  assemble 
for  worship  services.  They 
have  no  school  or  church 
building.  There  is  an  awareness 
that  this  is  one  of  the  poorest 
places  in  the  world.  As  we  look 
over  the  people  seated  before 
us,  we  become  aware  of  a 
severe  problem.  Many  of  the 
children  and  adults  have 
enlarged  throats.  Their  thyroid 
glands  are  swollen.  These  peo- 
ple have  a  diet  void  of  iodine.  So 
they  live  with  this  problem  all 
their  lives.  Poverty  and  lack  of 
knowledge  keep  them  en- 
trapped. One  man  catches  our 
attention.  He  has  developed  one 
of  the  largest  goiters  we  have 
ever  seen. 

This  short  episode  is  actually 
one  of  the  places  I  visited  on  my 
trip  to  India  in  October.  This 
village  is  merely  represen- 
tative of  the  thousands  of 
villages  scattered  throughout 
India.  There  are  millions  of 
people  trapped  in  spiritual 
darkness,  disease,  and  ig- 
norance, with  no  hope  at  all. 
For  this  village,  however,  there 
is  hope  because  of  the  Free  Will 


Baptist  work.  Dr.  Lall  is  going 
to  try  to  find  a  way  to  provide 
the  necessary  iodine  for  theii 
diets.  For  those  with  large 
goiters,  it's  too  late,  but  for  the 
children  there  is  hope  for  a 
healthier  life. 

Dr.  Lall  started  an  elemen- 
tary school  in  this  village  this 
year.  This  village  had  never 
had  a  school  before  (thousands 
more  still  wait).  Because  of  this 
concern,  the  whole  village  of 
600  Hindus  want  to  become 
Christian.  To  bring  people  to 
Christ  is  the  reason  for  all  the 
work.  God  is  doing  some 
marvelous  things  in  India. 

We  must  intensify  our  work 
in  India  NOW.  There  has  never 
been  a  more  opportune  time. 
Your  faithful  prayer  and  finan- 
cial support  is  greatly  needed 
to  preach  the  gospel,  provide 
schools  and  church  buildings, 
medicine  and  other  needs.  It 
must  be  India  NOW ! 

Send  your  gifts  to  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  P.O.  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 

CHRISTMAS  PAST, 
PRESENT  AND  FUTURE 

I  have  many  fond  memories 
of  my  childhood;  many  of  them 
are  related  to  Christmas.  I 
remember  the  excitement  of- 
the  big  family  gathering  at 
Grandpa  and  Grandma's  house 
on  Christmas  Eve.  The  house 
was  packed  with  cousins, 
uncles,  and  aunts.  The  big 
cedar  tree  in  the  hall  was 
decorated  beautifully  and 
underneath  were  the  brightly 
wrapped  packages  to  be  shared 
that  night.  Grandpa  would  fire 
up  the  old  pot-belly  coal  heater 
and  it  would  soon  be  red  hot.  As 
the  heat  began  to  increase 
everyone  would  begin  to  move 
their  chairs  backwards  in  order 
to  get  as  far  from  the  heater  as 
possible,  and  as  it  cooled  down, 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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ENDOWMENT  APPRECIATION  - 
A  DAY  FOR  THOSE  WE  LOVE! 


Pictured  during  the  Endowment  Appreciation  Day  ceremony  are  (left  to  right) 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president ;  Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Satterfield  of  Edenton;  Mrs. 
Grace  Carlton  of  Warsaw;  Dr.  Annie  Mae  Sutton  and  William  B.  Sutton  of  Sampson 
County;  and  Joe  Pressly  of  Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 


A  special  warmth  and  glow 
charged  the  festivities  on 
December  8,  Endowment  Ap- 
preciation Day.  Tables  laden 
with  delicious  food,  pine  and 
poinsettias  added  to  the 
Christmas-in-the-air  feeling.  A 
beautiful  Christmas  wreath 
hung  above  the  podium,  the 
focal  point  of  the  celebration. 

"Happy  Holidays"  filled  Col- 
lege Hall  as  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Singers  sang  their  own 
thanks  to  the  very  special 
guests. 

The  room  filled  with  anticipa- 
tion as  President  W.  Burkette 
Raper  expressed  his  love  and 
gratitude  to  those  present. 

"We  thank  you.  We  thank  you 
because  it  is  out  of  your  vision 
and  your  generosity  that  we 
have  this  day,  this  College  and 
the  hope  of  the  future,"  he  said 
as  he  looked  among  the  nearly 
475  guests.  The  luncheon 
honored  more  than  200  in- 
dividuals, families,  churches 
and  business  firms  which  have 
provided  endowments  for  the 
College.  James  B.  Hunt  Sr., 
chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  presented  a  framed 
certificiate  to  each  of  the  en- 
dowment representatives  who 
were  present. 


Photo  courtesy  Steve  Herring,  Mount  Olive  Tribune 

"Today  is  one  of  the  great 
moments  in  the  life  of  this  in- 
stitution," said  Dr.  Raper.  "We 
believe  that  this  day  will  signal 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era  for 
Mount  Olive  College.  Our  plan 
for  building  this  institution  is 
called  "A  Bridge  to  the 
Future."  The  foundation  of  this 
bridge  is  our  endowment.  You 
who  are  here  today  represent 
that  endowment." 

As  he  told  of  the  challenges 
and  goals  of  Mount  Olive  as  the 
College  labored  toward  four- 
year  status,  Dr.  Raper  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  every 
person,  regardless  of  his  finan- 
cial circumstances,  deserved 
the  opportunity  to  be  the  best 
person  possible.  He  explained 
how  endowments  provided  for 
all  the  areas  in  the  life  of  the 
College.  With  great  conviction, 
Dr.  Raper  said,  "An  endow- 
ment is  a  permanent  invest- 
ment in  the  development  of  peo- 
ple." 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
afternoon  was  the  recognition 
of  several  special  announce- 
ments. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  M.  McLawhorn  of 
Ayden  surprised  their  parents 
with  the  announcement  of  an 


endowment  in  their  honor.  Mr. 
McLawhorn  is  a  member  of  the 
college  Board  of  Trustees. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Southerland}1 
Councill  of  Mount  Olive,  the  ! 
College's  first  librarian! 
(1955-65),  was  honored  with  an 
endowment  by  former  stu-|i 
dents,  colleagues  and  friends  in  f 
appreciation  for  her  leadership  I 
in  the  development  of  thej 
library. 

President  and  Mrs.  Raper  ! 
were  honored  with  a  gift  for  the 
"Rose  M.  and  William  Burkette  I 
Raper  Endowment"  by  friends! 
from  Marsh  Swamp  Church  in 
Wilson  County  and  Hull  Road) 
Church  in  Greene  County.  The! 
announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  a  Mount 
Olive  College   graduate,  and) 
pastor    at   Marsh  Swampil 
Church.  Dr.  Raper  was  pastor 
at  Hull  Road  Church  when  hei 
was  called  to  become  the  presi- 
dent  of  the  College. 

"The  Maggie  Davis  Langston 
and  Albert  Davis  Endowment" 
was  also  announced.  The  en- 
dowment was  established  by 
the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of 
Mrs.  Maggie  Langston  of 
Goldsboro  who  died  in  April  at 
the  age  of  99.  She  was  President 
Raper' s  grandmother. 

The  W.  Brantley  Sutton 
family  of  Sampson  County  an- 
nounced a  $25,000  scholarship 
endowment.  Mr.  Sutton  is  a 
former  trustee  of  the  College. 
His  wife,  Dr.  Annie  Mae  Sutton, 
is  a  current  member  of  the 
Board. 

A  $25,000  library  endowment 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Isla  Bell  Quinn 
of  Duplin  County  was  an- 
nounced by  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Grace  Carlton  of  Warsaw.  The 
endowment  is  being  con- 
tributed by  the  Quinn  family. 

A  $35,000  endowment  to  be 
known  as  the  "Wachovia  Fund 
for  Excellence"  was  announced 
by  Joe  Pressly,  city  executive 

(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Sunday  Reboot  donuzntion 


THE  STATE  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION 
CERTIFICATE  COURSES 
SCHEDULED 

The  two  courses  required  for 
receiving  the  Basic  Teacher 
Certificate  will  be  offered  at 
Pamlico  Technical  College  dur- 
ing February  and  March  of 
1985.  (Pamlico  Technical  Col- 
lege is  located  seven  miles 
south  of  Grantsboro  on 
Highway  306.)  "How  to  Under- 
stand and  Teach  the  Bible"  will 
be  taught  on  February  4,  11,  18, 
and  25.  "The  Art  of  Christian 
Teaching:  Part  I"  will  be 
taught  on  March  4,  11,  18,  25. 
These  are  all  Monday  nights. 
The  courses  will  start  at  7:00 
p.m.  and  last  until  9:30  p.m. 

Teachers,  superintendents, 
pastors,  and  other  interested 
persons  in  the  area  churches 
are  encouraged  to  enroll.  There 
will  be  a  $10  fee  per  person 
which  will  cover  both  courses 
and  the  materials  to  be  given 
out  in  class. 

Paul  Palmer  Institute  will 
give  three  units  credit  for  each 
course.  This  means  that  you 
can  take  these  courses  for 
credit  toward  the  teaching  cer- 
tificate and  the  degree  given  by 
the  Paul  Palmer  Institute. 

You  will  be  receiving  more 
information  on  these  courses  in 
the  near  future.  If  you  would 
like  more  information,  call  or 
write:  Bass  Mitchell,  614  Park 
Avenue,  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
28513  (746-4708). 

CERTD7ICATION  BOOKS 

Many  of  you  have  asked 
about  how  to  obtain  the  books 
for  meeting  the  requirements 
in  our  certification  courses. 
There  are  several  ways  to 
receive  them.  First,  the  Field 
Secretary  has  many  of  these 
books.  Write  to  him  and  he  will 
send  them  to  you.  Second,  the 
books  can  be  ordered  through 


the  Press  or  its  bookstores. 
Third,  Moye  Library  on  the 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College 
has  these  books.  They  can  be 
checked  out. 

THANK  YOU! 

We  would  like  to  say  "thank 
you"  to  all  the  churches  who 
have  responded  to  our  request 
for  an  increased  $25  a  quarter 
contribution  to  the  State  Sun- 
day School  Convention.  Your 
support  enables  us  to  maintain 
and  expand  our  programs. 
Those  churches  respond- 
ing thus  far  are : 

Holly  Springs 
Spring  Hill 
Ayden 

First  Church,  Durham 

Trinity  (Clayton) 

Little  Rock 

Smyrna 

Sound  Side 

Northeast 

King's  Cross  Roads 

Mount  Tabor 

Rose  of  Sharon 

Dublin  Grove 

Winterville 

Rose  Hill 

We  are  asking  every  Sunday 
school  to  increase  their  giving 
by  $25  per  quarter.  Contribu- 
tions may  be  sent  to  Elwood 
Hill,  Post  Office  Box  68,  Deep 
Run,  North  Carolina  28525;  or, 
Bryant  Hines,  400  Edge  wood 
Drive,  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
28513. 

IDEAS 
An  Attendance  Promoter 

Draw,  cut  out,  and  color  all 
the  parts  of  a  church  building. 
These  parts  include  windows,  a 
steeple,  the  steps,  columns,  etc. 
Poster  paper  works  well  for 
this. 

Take  all  the  parts  to  class. 
Let  each  child  choose  a  part 
and  put  his  or  her  name  on  it. 
Next  they  go  to  the  bulletin 
board  and  put  all  their  pieces 
together  to  make  the  church. 


Take  down  the  parts  after 
each  session.  Let  them  put  it 
together  at  the  beginning  of 
each  session. 

This  helps  them  learn  two 
things.  First,  thai  they  are  an 
important  part  of  the  church. 
Explain  to  them  that  the  church 
is  God's  people  and  not  a  mere 
building.  Second,  it  vividly 
shows  them  that  a  part  of  the 
church  is  missing  without 
them,  thus  helping  promote  at- 
tendance. 

(Do  you  have  an  idea  to 
share?  Send  it  to  Bass  Mitchell, 
614  Park  Avenue,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513. ) 


RELIGIOUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
Total  $2,871.23 
November,  1984 


ALBEMARLE 

Trinity  $100.00 

Total  $100.00 

CAPE  FEAR 

Bethel  $100.00 

Total  $100.00 

CENTRAL 

Bethany  $  20.00 

Conference  62.50 

Daniels  Chapel  30.00 

Edgewood  35.00 

Elm  Grove  6.00 

Free  Union  143.30 

Friendship  20.00 

Hickory  Grove  20.00 

Howell  Swamp  20.00 

Hull  Road  100.00 

King's  Cross  Roads  10.00 

Little  Creek  20.00 

Marlboro  20.00 

Ormondsville  20.00 

Reedy  Branch  10.00 

Rocky  Mount,  First  25.00 

Rose  Hill  20.00 

Tarboro,  First  20.00 

Total  $601.80 

EASTERN 

Bridgeton  $  20.00 

Croatan  25.00 

Folkstone  20.00 

Memorial  100.00 


(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 


23 


Scripture  Reading— Revelation  1-2 
CHRISTMAS  EVE  IN  "NO  MAN'S  LAND!" 
'Twas  Christmas  Eve  in  "no  man's  land!" 
The  time  was  World  War  I.  A  most  unusual  and 
wondrous  thing  occurred:  Battle-weary  men  in 
one  trench  began  singing: 

"Silent  night,  holy  night, 
All  is  calm,  all  is  bright!" 

Enemies,  in  the  opposite  trench,  answered 
by  singing: 

"O  little  town  of  Bethlehem, 
How  still  we  see  thee  lie! " 

Cannons  ceased  their  booming.  The  Spirit  of 
Christ  became  all-pervasive!  Peace  reigned 
'midst  scenes  of  carnage!  For  the  time,  foes 
became  friends!  The  incident  is  prophetic  of  that 
wondrous  day  when  Jesus,  "the  Prince  of 
Peace,"  will  return  to  our  war- wrecked,  sin- 
sodden  world  as  "Lord  of  lords  and  King  of 
Kings!"  Then  prophecy  will  become  history: 
"They  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares, 
and  their  spears  into  pruninghooks :  nation  shall 
not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more!"  (Micah  4:3). 


The  heart-cry  of  God's  children  around  the 
world  is  this:  "Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus!" 
( Revelation  22 : 20b ) . 

MONDAY,  24 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— Revelation  3-5 

CHRISTMAS  BELLS 
I  heard  the  bells  on  Christmas  Day 
Their  old  familiar  carols  play, 
And  wild  and  sweet  the  words  repeat 
Of  peace. on  earth,  good- will  to  men! 

I  thought  how,  as  the  day  had  come, 
The  belfries  of  all  Christendom 
Had  rolled  along  the  unbroken  song 
Of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men! 

And  in  despair  I  bowed  my  head; 
"There  is  no  peace  on  earth,"  I  said; 
"For  hate  is  strong,  and  mocks  the  song 
Of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men." 


The  wrong  shall  fail,  the  right  prevail, 
With  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men!" 

TUESDAY,  2* 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading— Revelation  6-8 

CHRISTMAS  EVERYWHERE 
Everywhere,  everywhere,  Christmas  tonight! 
Christmas  in  lands  of  the  fir  tree  and  pine, 
Christmas  in  lands  of  the  palm  tree  and  vine, 
Christmas  where  snow-peaks  stand  solemn  and 
white, 

Christmas  where  cornfields  lie  sunny  and  bright, 
Everywhere,  everywhere,  Christmas  tonight! 

Christmas  where  children  are  hopeful  and  gay, 
Christmas  where  old  men  are  patient  and  gray, 
Christmas  where  peace,  like  a  dove  in  its  flight, 
Broods  o'er  brave  men  in  the  thick  of  the,  flight; 
Everywhere,  everywhere,  Christmas  tonight! 


Then  let  every  heart  keep  its  Christmas  within, 
Christ's  pity  for  sorrow,  Christ's  hatred  of  sin, 
Christ's  care  for  the  weakest,  Christ's  courage 
for  right, 

Christ's  dread  of  the  darkness,  Christ's  love  of 
the  light, 

Everywhere,  everywhere,  Christmas  tonight! 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 


26 


Then  pealed  the  bells  more  loud  and  deep; 
"God  is  not  dead,  nor  doth  He  sleep! 


Scripture  Reading— Revelation  9-11 

STARTLING  CONTRASTS 
This  little  message  the  editor  discovered  a 
few  years  ago  in  a  tract.  We  want  to  share  it  with 
you.  "Jesus  Christ  was  born  in  the  meanest  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  air  above  was  filled  with  the 
hallelujahs  of  the  heavenly  host.  His  lodging  was 
a  cattle  pen,  but  a  star  drew  distinguished 
visitants  from  afar  to  do  Him  homage.  His  birth 
was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  life.  His  death  was 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  death.  No  miracle  is  so  in- 
explicable as  His  life  and  teaching.  He  had  no 
cornfields  or  fisheries,  but  He  could  spread  a 
table  for  5,000  and  have  bread  and  fishes  to  spare 
....  Three  years  He  preached  His  gospel.  He 
wrote  no  book,  built  no  church,  had  no  money 
back  of  Him.  After  1,900  years,  He  is  the  one  cen- 
tral character  of  human  history,  the  perpetual 
theme  of  all  preaching,  the  pivot  around  which 
the  events  of  the  age  revolve,  the  only 
regenerator  of  the  human  race.  Was  it  merely 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  who  crossed  the 
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world's  horizon  1,900  years  ago?  Was  it  merely 
human  blood  that  was  spilled  on  Calvary's  hill 
for  the  redemption  of  sinners,  and  which  has 
worked  such  wonders  in  men  and  nations 
through  the  centuries? 


fellow  like  me— a  fellow  too  low  for  anyone  else 
to  help." 


What  thinking  man  can  keep  from  exclaim- 
ing, 'My  Lord  and  my  God!'  " 


THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 


27 


Scripture  Reading  — Revelation  12-13 

THE  EXPRESS  IMAGE  OF  HIS  PERSON 
In  the  Rospigliosi  Palace  in  Rome  is  Guido 
Reni's  famous  fresco,  "The  Aurora,"  a  work 
unequaled  in  that  period  for  nobility  of  line  and 
poetry  and  color.  It  is  painted  on  a  lofty  ceiling. 
As  you  stand  on  the  pavement  and  look  up  at  it, 
your  neck  stiffens,  your  head  grows  dizzy,  and 
the  figures  become  hazy  and  indistinct.  And  so 
the  owner  of  the  palace  has  placed  a  broad  mir- 
ror near  the  floor.  In  it  the  picture  is  reflected, 
and  you  can  sit  down  before  it  and  study  the 
wonderful  work  in  comfort.  Jesus  Christ  does 
precisely  that  for  us  when  we  try  to  get  some  no- 
tion of  God.  He  is  the  mirror  of  Deity.  He  is  the 
express  image  of  God's  person.  He  interprets 
God  to  our  dull  hearts.  In  Him  God  becomes  visi- 
ble and  intelligible  to  us.  We  cannot  by  any 
amount  of  searching  find  out  God.  The  more  we 
try,  the  more  we  are  bewildered.  Then  Jesus 
Christ  appears. 


He  is  God  stooping  down  to  our  level,  and  He 
enables  our  feeble  thoughts  to  get  some  real  hold 
on  God  himself. 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Revelation  14-16 

WHY  HE  WAS  LAID  IN  A  MANGER 
Thank  God,  none  are  too  bad  or  too  low-down 
to  take  Jesus  Christ  into  their  hearts.  There  was 
once  a  poor  drunkard  who  wakened  one  morning 
in  a  strange  kind  of  bed,  feeling  something  near 
him  warm  and  soft.  Finally  it  dawned  on  him 
that  he  was  in  a  stable  close  beside  a  cow.  He 
laughed  grimly  as  he  thought  of  breakfast.  In  his 
mind  he  went  over  those  who  might  be  persuaded 
to  help  him  with  a  meal.  "No,  I  can't  ask  any  of 
them;  they  would  say  I  have  fallen  too  low.'.' 
Then  he  heard  the  bells  ringing,  and  began  to 
realize  it  was  Christmas  Day.  "What  was  that 
story  about  the  shepherds— the  angels— and  a 
i manger?"  Well,  he  wasn't  the  first  one  who  had 
!  slept  in  a  stable.  He  thought,  "Mebbe  the  reason 
He  slept  in  a  manger  was  so  He  could  help  a 
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There  and  then  the  poor  outcast  knelt  and 
prayed  the  prayer  of  the  publican,  "God,  be  mer- 
ciful to  me  a  sinner.  " 

SATURDAY,  2q 
DECEMBER 

Scripture  Reading  — Revelation  17-18 

WOULD  YOU  WISH  TO  LIVE  THERE? 

Little  Hattie  had  a  model  village,  and  she 
never  tired  of  setting  it  up.  "What  kind  of  village 
is  that,  Hattie?"  asked  her  father.  "Oh,  a  Chris- 
tian town,"  Hattie  answered  quickly.  "Suppose 
we  make  it  a  heathen  town,"  her  father  sug- 
gested. "What  must  we  take  out?"  "The 
church,"  said  Hattie,  taking  it  to  one  side.  "Is 
that  all?"  "I  suppose  so."  "No,  indeed,"  her 
father  said,  "the  public  school  must  go.  Take  the 
public  library  out  also."  "Anything  else?"  Hattie 
asked  sadly.  "Isn't  that  a  hospital  over  there?" 
"But,  Father,  don't  they  have  hospitals?"  "Not 
in  heathen  countries.  It  was  Christ  who  taught  us 
to  care  for  the  sick  and  the  old."  "Then  I  must 
take  out  the  Old  Ladies'  Home,"  said  Hattie 
soberly.  "Yes,  and  that  Orphans'  Home  at  the 
other  end  of  the  town."  "Why,  Father,"  Hattie 
exclaimed,"  "then  there's  not  one  good  thing 
left!  I  would  not  live  in  such  a  town  for 
anything." 


Does  having  room  for  Jesus  make  so  much 
difference? 

Portions  selected  from  Knight's  Master  Book  of  New  Il- 
lustrations, Walter  B.  Knight. 
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For  December  23 

THE  WORD  OF  LIFE 

Lesson  Text:  John  1:1-18 
Memory  Verse:  John  1:14 

A  man  who  was  called  into 
the  service  of  his  country  had  to 
leave  his  wife  and  two-year-old 
son  behind.  In  the  mind  of  the 
child  the  memory  of  the  father 
would  soon  grow  dim,  but  the 
mother  had  a  photograph  of  the 
father  enlarged  and  framed, 
and  she  placed  it  in  a  prominent 
place  where  the  son  could 
readily  see  it. 

As  the  weeks  stretched  into 
months  and  the  months  into 
years,  the  mother  continued  to 
remind  the  lad  that  the 
photograph  was  his  father.  But 
the  lad,  now  a  five-year-old, 
grew  impatient.  One  day  he 
said,  "I  wish  Daddy  would 
come  out  of  the  frame  so  that  I 
could  really  see  him!"  Then 
one  day  there  was  a  knock  at 
the  door,  and  there  stood  the 
father  in  the  flesh. 

In  a  way,  this  was  what  hap- 
pened in  God's  relationship 
with  His  people.  He  had  re- 
vealed Himself  through  the 
prophets  of  old,  but  at  best  this 
was  only  a  vague  photograph  in 
a  frame.  In  Christ,  the  Word, 
He  stepped  out  of  the  frame  and 
became  one  with  us  in  the  flesh. 

This  lesson  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  seventeen  based  on  the 
Gospel  of  John.  The  title  of  the 
series,  "John:  The  Gospel  of 
Life,"  seems  most  appropriate 
in  view  of  John's  emphasis  on 
the  theme  of  life.  The  first  three 
lessons  deal  with  the  meaning 
of  life.  The  last  seven  lessons  of 
this  quarter  concentrate  on  the 
Giver  of  the  new  life. 

This  first  lesson  serves  as  an 
introduction  to  the  whole 
series.  The  author  of  the  Fourth 
Gospel,  John  the  apostle  and 
brother  of  James,  was  ex- 
cellently qualified  to  give  us 
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valuable  insights  into  the  life 
and  ministry  of  Jesus.  Scholars 
generally  agree  that  this 
Gospel  was  the  last  of  the  four 
to  be  written.  It  is  usually  dated 
near  the  end  of  the  first  cen- 
tury, about  A.D.  85  or  a  little 
later. 

John  takes  us  back  beyond 
history,  back  to  the  real  begin- 
ning of  all  things.  In  so  doing, 
he  lays  a  groundwork  for  Jesus' 
deity  that  is  beyond  challenge. 

We  cannot  begin  to  under- 
stand the  Incarnation,  let  alone 
explain  it.  Human  reason  is  in- 
capable of  understanding  how 
He  who  is  divine  and  infinite 
could  become  human  and 
limited.  But  even  if  we  cannot 
understand  it,  yet  we  can 
believe  it  and  appreciate  it. 

What  satisfaction  there  is  in 
the  fact  that  we  have  a  Saviour 
who  has  experienced  life  in  the 
flesh  with  all  of  its  pain  and 
weaknesses!  We  do  not  pray  to 
a  remote  God  who  has  no  em- 
pathy with  our  earthbound  ex- 
istence. We  have  not  a  high 
priest  who  "cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  in- 
firmities; but  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet 
without  sin"  (Hebrews  4:15). 
Because  He  did  dwell  in  the 
flesh  and  suffer  our  infirmities 
with  us,  we  can  "come  boldly 
unto  the  throne  of  grace"  to  ob- 
tain "mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need"  (Hebrews 
4:16). 

John  tells  us  that  the  Word 
was  involved  in  the  creation  of 
the  physical  world. 

Christ's  coming  humbled  the 
mighty  of  this  world,  rendered 
ignorant  the  self-assumed 
wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  baffled 
those  who  sought  spiritual 
worth  in  physical  ways.  May 
we  open  our  eyes  and  minds  to 
see,  understand,  and  receive 
the  world's  true  Light.— Stan- 
dard Lesson  Commentary 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 

/ 

of  Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  in  Mount  Olive. 

Delano  R.  Hill  of  Mount  Olive 
was  recognized  as  the  first  per- 
son to  present  a  $100,000  life  in- 
surance policy  to  the  College  I 
for  an  endowment.  Mr.  Hill  is 
the  chairman  of  the  College's 
Board  of  Visitors,  and  an  alum- 
nus of  the  College. 

The  biggest  endowment  an- 
nounced on  Saturday  was 
$275,000  from  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Estelle  Munden  Grantham  of 
New  Bern.  The  endowment  was 
announced  by  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Mildred  M.  Satterfield  of  Eden- 
ton. 

In  addition  to  the  bequest, 
Mrs.  Grantham  left  her  home 
in  New  Bern  to  the  College.  The 
College  has  already  received  a 
bequest  from  Leopold  T. 
"Jack"  Grantham,  Mrs.  Grant- 
ham's husband.  Mr.  Grantham 
spent  his  early  boyhood  in  the 
Mount  Olive  area.  He  practiced 
law  in  New  Bern  for  more  than 
40  years  until  his  death  in  1975. 

The  Grantham  bequests  to 
Mount  Olive  College  have  ex- 
ceeded $400,000. 

The  major  announcement  of 
the  day  was  that  the  College 
endowment  has  reached 
$1,787,000,  an  increase  of 
$503,000  since  June  30.  Dr. 
Raper  also  reported  that  the 
College  held  an  additional 
$771,000  in  deferred  endowment 
assets,  including  $681,000  in  life 
income  funds  and  $90,000  in  the 
cash  value  of  endowment  life 
insurance. 

Dr.  Raper  told  the  gathering 
that  the  endowment  goals  were 
high,  but  necessary.  A  $6.5 
million  endowment  is  needed 
by  1990  and  $10  million  by  1995. 

"I  learned  a  long  time  ago 
that  people  don't  give  to  a  col- 
lege because  it  needs  money," 
said  Dr.  Raper.  "They  give 
because  an  endowment  is  an 
opportunity  to  fulfill  a  vision 
and  leave  a  legacy  to 
humanity— to  give  something 
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;that  reaches  beyond  ourselves 
and  beyond  our  time." 

j  MAKE  THE  GIFT  OF  A  BOOK 
FOR  CHRISTMAS 

Christmas  is  an  ideal  time  to 
remember  those  who  are 
special  to  us  and  to  make  an  in- 

i  i  vestment  in  higher  education  at 
1  Mount  Olive  College  as  an  ex- 

|j  pression  of  our  love. 
I    For  each  gift  of  $25  (the 
'  average  cost  of  a  book )  the  Col- 

I  lege  will  send  an  appropriate 
i  card  to  those  honored  and  to  the 
I  families  of  those  memorialized. 

An  attractive  bookplate  will 
j  be  placed  in  each  book  naming 
I  the  donor  and  those  recognized. 
:  1  To  give  a  book  is  to  share 

I I  knowledge  from  one^generation 
I  to  another.  What  better  gift 
<  j  could  we  give? 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

we'd  move  back  towards  it  until 
j  the  next  lumps  of  coal  were 
added.  We  moved  like  the  tide, 
back  and  forth,  until  the 
presents  were  exchanged  and  it 
was  time  to  go  home. 

I  remember  also  the  excite- 
ment of  the  annual  Christmas 
play  at  the  little  church 
(Everett  Chapel)  in  the  Mill 
Village.  It  was  so  thrilling  each 
year  to  hear  someone  read 
Luke  Chapter  two  that  de- 
scribes the  birth  of  Our  Lord 
Jesus  so  beautifully.  I  heard  the 
whole  gospel  from  the  time  I 
was  a  child,  and  one  day  I 
trusted  Him  as  my  Saviour. 

In  just  a  few  days  it  will  be 
time  to  gather  with  family 
again.  Grandpa  and  Grandma 
have  gone  to  be  with  the  Lord. 
The  celebration  is  different 
now,  but  the  Christ  of 
Christmas  is  always  the  same. 
The  joy  of  knowing  Him  and 
celebrating  His  birth  is  always 
exciting.  But  in  my  heart  is  a 
mixture  of  joy  and  sadness. 
There  is  joy  that  I  know  Christ 
as  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  have 
celebrated  His  birth  all  my  life. 
There  is  sadness  because  of  the 
millions  who  have  died  without 


hearing  the  Christmas  story  or 
the  gospel  one  time.  They  never 
knew  the  joy  of  Christmas. 
There  is  sadness  when  I  think  of 
the  millions  who  have  rejected 
the  gospel  and  have  gone  into 
eternity.  They  never  knew  the 
joy  of  Christmas.  There  is 
sadness  when  I  think  of  the  men 
and  women  my  age,  older  and 
younger,  who  live  today  who 
have  never  heard,  or  who  have 
rejected  the  gospel.  They  will 
not  know  the  joy  of  Christmas 
this  year.  But  perhaps  the 
saddest  of  all  are  the  millions  of 
children  alive  today  in  many 
countries  around  the  world  who 
do  not  know  Jesus.  They  have 
not  heard.  They  will  not 
celebrate  Christmas  this  year. 
In  fact,  they  might  spend  all 
their  lives  without  ever  being 
like  me  and  you  who  can  share 
our  fond  memories  of 
Christmas.  December  25  is  just 
another  day  for  them.  My 
sadness  will  linger  until  the 
whole  world  knows.  Then  and 
only  then  will  the  full  joy  of 
Christmas  be  mine— and  yours. 

When  you  gather  this 
Christmas  with  your  family 
and  friends  to  celebrate  His 
birth  will  you  please  remember 
the  great  need  of  others  around 
the  world  to  hear  the  gospel. 
The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
the  first  step  in  God's  redemp- 
tive plan.  The  whole  story  must 
be  told  to  the  whole  world. 

Remember  the  angels 
celebrated  His  birth  — now  they 
celebrate  the  new  birth. 

Your  gift  this  Christmas  to 
your  Foreign  Missions  pro- 
gram will  hasten  the  day  when 
many  others  can  join  us  in  the 
celebration  of  Christmas, 
because  they  have  heard  and 
believed. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden.  NC  28513 

Thought:  The  message  must  go 
forth  every  day  of  the  year. 
Only  our  faithfulness  will 
make  this  possible. 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 


Sandy  Plain  57.50 

Smith's  New  Home  20.00 

White  Oak  Grove  220.00 

Wintergreen  20.00 

Total  $482.50 

PEE  DEE 

District  Auxiliary  $  60.00 

White  Oak  25.00 

Total  $  85.00 

WESTERN 

Durham,  First  $  50.00 

Friendship  200.00 

Kenly  20.00 

Piney  Grove  20.00 

Pleasant  Hill  10.00 

Rains  Cross  Roads  20.00 

Selma  10.00 

Sherron  Acres  20.00 

Stancil's  Chapel  20.00 

Stoney  Creek  700.00 

Wilson,  First  250.00 

Union  Number  2  25.00 

Total  $1,345.00 

STATEWIDE 

Christian  Services  Funds  $156.93 

Total  $156.93 


NEWS  AND  NOTES 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 

Live  Nativity  At 

St.  Mary's  Grove  Church 

The  young  people  at  St. 
Mary's  Grove  Church,  Route  3, 
Benson,  will  be  presenting  a 
live  nativity,  December  20-22. 
The  time  of  the  performances  is 
6:30-8:30  each  evening. 

Taped  background  Christ- 
mas music  by  the  youth  choirs 
will  be  rendered  throughout  the 
presentations. 

The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  come  by  and  witness  this 
beautiful  event. 


PLEASE  NOTE 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  bookstore  and  its 
branches— New  Bern,  Wilson, 
and  Kinston— will  be  open  for 
your  holiday  shopping  con- 
venience on  Monday,  De- 
cember 24;  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 26;  and  Monday, 
December  31.  The  Printing 
Department  will  not  operate  on 
December  24  or  31. 
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